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ESSAY L

OfNATIo‘NAL CHARACTERS,

1 E Vulgar are very apt to carry all za-

tional Charaers to Extremes ; and hav-
ing once cftablif’d it as a Principle, that any
People are knavifh, or cowardly, or ignorant,
they will admit of no Exception, but compre-
hend every Individual under the fame Character.
Men of Senfe condemn thefe undiftinguith’d Judg-
ments ; tho’ at the fame Time, they allow, that
each Nation has a peculiar Set of Manners, and
that fome particular Qualities are more frequent-
ly to be met with among one People than among
thetr Neighbours. The common People 1n
Saviflirland have furely more Probity than thofe
of the fame Rank in Ireland ; and every pru-
dent Man will, from that Circumftance alone,
make a Difference in the Truft he repofes in

them, We have Reafon to expel greater Wit
B and



2 - ESSAY L

and Gaiety in a Frenchman than in a Spaniaid 5
tho’ Cerwvantes was born in Spain.  An Englifh-
man will naturally be fuppofed to have more
Knowledge than a Dane 5 tho’ Tycho Brake was
a Native of Denmark. Difterent Reafons are
aflign’d for thefe national Charaéiers; while fome
account for them from mora/ and others from phy-
fical Caules. By moral Caufes, I mean all Cir-
cumftances, which are fitted to work on the
Mind as Motives or Reafons, and which render
a peculiar Set of Manners habitual to us. Of
this Kind are, the Nature of the Government,
the Revolutions of public Affairs, the Plenty ot
Penury in which the People live, the Situation
of the Nation with Regard to its Neighbours,
and fuch like Circumftances. By phyfical Caufes,
I here mean thofe Qualities of the Air and Cli-
mate, which are fuppofed to work infenfibly on
the Temper, by altering the Tone and Habit
of the Body, and giving a particular Complexion,
which, tho’ Refle&ion and Reafon may f{ome-
times overcome, yet will it prevail among the
Generality of Mankind, and have an Influence
on their Manners.

Tu ar the Charafter of a Nation will very
much depend on mora/ Canfes muft be cvident
| ' " to.



Of Nationar CHARACTERS. | %

o the moft fuperficial Obferver ; fince 2 Nation
3s nothing but a Colle&tion of Individuals, and
the Manners of Individuals are frequently deter-
mined by thefe Caufes. As Poverty and hard
T.abour debafe the Minds of the common Peo-
ple, and render them unfit for any Science and
ingenious Profeflion ; fo where any Government
becomes very op_prefﬁve to all its Subjells, 1t
muft have a proportional Effett on their ‘Temper
and Genius, and muft banith all the liberal Arts
from amongft them. Inftances of this Nature

are very frequent in the World.

Tuz {ame Principle of moral Caufes fixes the

CharaGer of different Profefhions, and alters
even that Difpofition, which the particular Mem-
bers receive from the Hand of Nature. A Sol-
dier and a Prieft are different Charaters, 1 all
Nations, and all Ages; and this Difference 13
founded on Circumflances, whofe Operation i
eternal and unalterable. |

Tur Uncertainty of their Life makes Soldi-
ers lavith and generous as well as brave : Their
ldlenefs as well as the large Socicties, which
they form in Camps or Garrifons, incline them

to Pleafure and.Gallaatry : By thew frequent
B 2 Change



3 ESSAY T.

Change of Company, they acquire good Breed-
ing and an Opennefs of Behaviour : Being em-
ploy’d only againft a public and an open Ene-
my, they become candid, honeft, and undefign-
ing : And as they ufe more the Labour of the

Body than that of the Mind, they are commonly
thoughtlels and 1gnorant .

"T'1s a trite, but not altogether a falfe Maxim,
that Prieffs of all Religions are the fame 5 and tho’
the Charaler of the Profeffion will not, in every

Inftance, prevail over the perfonal Charalter,

yet it is {ure always to predominate with the
greater Number. Foras Chymifts obferve, that

Spirits, when rais'd to a certain Heght, are
all the {ame, from whatever Materials they be ex-
tratted; {o thefe Men, being elevated above Hu-

+ *Tis a Saying of Minander, Kopalos TeﬂﬁTiajfmg,'
20 av e whLrve Jeos Ovlels yhvosr oy, Mens apnd,
Stobeeum, *is not in the Power cven of God to make a polite
Soldier, 'The contrary Obfervation with regard to the Man.-.,
ners of Soldiers takes Place in our Days, This feems to
me a Prefumption, that the Ancients ow’d all their Re-
finement and Civility to Books and Study ; for which,
indeed, a Soldier’s Life is not fo well qualified, Company
and the World 1s their Sphere,  And if there be any Po-

litenefs to be learned from Company, they will certainly
have the moft confiderable Share of it,

manity,
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manity, acquire a uniform Character, which 1s
entirely their own, and which, in my Opinion,
is, generally fpeaking, not the moft amiable,
that is to be met with in human Society. It 1s,
in moft Points, oppofite to that of a Soldier ; as
is the Way of Life, from which 1t 1s deriv'd 4.
As

+ Tho' all Mankind have a ftrong Propenfity to Re-
ligion at certain Times and in certain Difpofitions j yet
are there few or none, who have it to that Degree, and
with that Conflancy, which is requifite to fupport the
Charater of this Profeffion, It muft, therefore, happpen,‘
that Clergymen, being drawn from the common Mafs of
Mankind, as Peoplé are to other Employments, by the
Views of Profit, the greateft Part, tho’ no Atheifts
or Freethinkers, will find it neceflary, on particular Oc-
cafions, to feign more Devotion than they are, at that
Time, poflcft of, and to maintain the Appearance of Ter.
vour and Serioufnels, even when jaded with the Exercifes
of thewr Religion, or when they have their Minds en-
oag’d in the common Occupations of Life, They muf
not, like the reft of the World, give Scope to their na-
tural Movements and Sentiments : They muft fet =
Guard over their Looks and Words and Afttons : And
otder 1n to fupport the Veneration paid them by the ig-
norant Vulear, they muft not only keep a remarkable
Referve, but muft promote the Soirit of Superflition,
by a continu’d Grimace and Hypocrify, This Diflimu.
lation often deftroys the Candour and Ingenuity of their

B 3 Tempers,
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Ass to phyfical Caufes, T am inclin’d to doubt
altogether of their Operation in this particular ;
nor

Tempers, and makes an irreparable Breach in thelr Cha-
ralters,

If by Chance any of them be poffeft of a Temper more
fufceptible of Devotion than ufual, fo that he has but

little Oceafion for Hypecrify to fupport the Charalter of
his Profeffion 5 "tis fo natural for him toover-rate this Ad-

vantage, and to think 1t atones for every Violation of
Marality, that frequently he is not more virtuous than

the Hypocrites  And tho’ few dare openly avow thofe
expleded Opinions, that every thing is lawful to the Saints,
and that they alme bave a Property in their Goods 5 yet
may we obferve, that thefe Principles lurk in every Bo-
{fom, and reprefent a Zeal for religious Obfervances as fo
great 2 Merit, that it may compenfate for many Vices
nd Tnormities. This Obfervation is fo common, that
all prudent Men are on their Guard, when they meet
with any extraordinary Appearance of Religion ; tho’
at the fame Time, they confefs, that there are many
Txceptions to this general Rule, and that Probity and Su-
perftition are far from being incompatible.

Moft Men are ambitious 3 but the Ambition of other
Men may commonly be fatisfy’d, by excelling in their pat-
ticular Profeffion, and thereby promoting the Interefts of
Societys ‘The Ambition of the Clergy can often be fa-

tisfy’d only by promoting Jgnorance and Superftiticn and
‘implicite Faith and pious Fraudse And having got what

Archimedes oply wanted, (i another World, on which
| hie
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wor do I think, that Men owe any thing of their
Temper or Genius to the Air, Food, or Climate,
I con-

he could fix his Engines) no Wonder they move this
World at their Pleafure.

Moft Men have an over-weaning Conceit of themfclves
but hefe have a peculiar Temptation to that Vice, who
are regarded with fuch Veneration, and are even deem’d
{acred, by the ignorant Multitude.

Moft Men are apt to bear a particular Regard for the
Members of their own Prefeffion 5 butas a Lawyer, -or
Phyfician, or Merchant does, ecach of them, follow out
his Bufinefs apart, the Interefls of thefe Profeflions are
not fo clofely united as the Interefts of Clergymen of the
fame Religion 3 where the whole Body gains by the Vene.
ration, pald to their common Tenets, and by the Sup.
preflion of Antagomfis.

Few Men can bear ContradiCtion with Patience 5 but
the Clergy too often proceed even to a Degree of Fury
on this Article : Becaufe all their Credit and Livelihood
depend upon the Belief, which their Opinions meet with ;
and they alone pretend to a divine and fupernatural Au-
thority, or have any Colour for reprefenting their Anta
gonifts as tmpious and prophane. ‘TheQdrum Theologicum,
or Theological Hatred, is noted even to a Proverb, and
means that Degree of Rancour, which is the moft furious
and implacable,

Thusmany of the Vices of human Nature are, by fixt
moral Caufes, inflam’d in that Profeflionj and the® {eve-
ral Individuals efcape the Contagion, yetall wile Goverre

B a mernt
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‘T confefs that the contrary Opinion may juftly,
at firft Sight, feem very probable ; fince we find,
that thefe Circumftances have an Influence over
every other Animal, and that cven thoie Crea-

tures, which are fitted to live in all Climates,
fuch as Dogs, Horfes, {Fc. do not yet attan the
{ame Perfeftion in all. The Courage of Bull-
Dogs and Game-Cocks {eems peculiar to £xgland.

ments will be on their Guard againlt the Attempts of 2
Society, who will for ever combine nto one Faltion, and
while it a&s as a Soclety, will for ever be altuated by
Ambition, Pride, and a perfecuting Spirit,

The Temper of Religion is grave and ferious; and
this is the Charaller requit’d of Priefts, which confines
them to firi& Rules of Decency, and commonly prevents
Trregularity and Intemperance amongft them. ‘The Gaie-
t¢, much lefs the Exccfles of Pleafure, 1s not permitted
in that Bedy 3 and this Virtue is, perhaps, the only one
they owe to their Profeflion. In Religions, indeed,
founded on {peculative Principles, and where public Dif-
courfes make a Part of religious Service, it may alfo be
{uppofed that the Clergy will have a confiderable Share
in the Learning of the Times; tho’ 'tis certain that

“their Tafie in Eloquence will always be better.than theiy

Skill in Reafoningand Philofophy. But whoever poflefics
the other noble Virtues of Humanity, Mecknefs, and
‘Moderation, as very many of them, no Doubt, do, is
‘beholden for them to Nature or Refleftion, not to the
.Genius of his Calling,

Flanders
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Flanders is remarkable for large and heavy Hor-
fes: Spain for Horles light, and of good Met-
te. And any Breed of thefe Creatures, trani-
ported from one Country into another, will {foon
lofe the Qualities, which they deriv’d from their
native Climate. It may be afk’d, Why not the
fame with Men ?

Tuere are few Queltions more curious than
this, nor which will occur ofteher in our En-
quiries concerning human Affairs 3 and therefore
it may be proper to give it a {erious Examination.

Tue human Mind is of a very imitative Na-
ture; nor is it poffible, for any Set of Men,
to converfe often together, without acquiring
a Similitude of Manners, and communicating
to each other their Vices as well as Virtues.
The Propenfity to Company and Society 1s ftrong
in all rational Creatures ; and the {fame Difpo-
finon, which gives us this Propenfity, makes us
enter decply into each other’s Sentiments, and
caufes lize Paffions and Inclinations to run, as
it were by Contagion, thro’ the whole Club or
Knot of Companions. Where a Number of
People are united into one political Body, the
Occafions of their Intercourfe muft be fo frequent,

for
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for Defence, Cominerce, and Government, that,

along with the fame Speech or Language, they”
muft contrat a Refemblance in their Manners,

and have 2 common or national Character, as
well as a perfonal one, peculiar to each Indivi-
dual. Now tho’ Nature produces all Kinds of
"Temper and Underftanding in great Abundance,
1t follows not that fhe always produces them in
Lke Proportions, and that in every Society the
Ingredients of Induftry and Indolence, Valour
and Cowardice, Humanity and Brutality, Wif-
dom and Folly will be mixt after the fame Man-

ner. In the Infancy of Society, 1if any of thefe

Difpofitions be found in greater Abundance tharn
the reft, it will natarally prevail in the Compo-
jition, and give a Tinture to the national Cha-
raGter. Or fhould it be aflerted, that no Spe-
cies of Temper can reafonably be prefum’d te
predominate, even in thofe contracted Societies,
and that the fame Proportions will always be
preferv’d in the Mixture ; yet {urely the Perfons
in Credit and Authority, being a more contrac;
ed Body, cannot always be prefum’d to be of the
fame Charaer ;"and their Influence on the Man-
ners of the People, muft, at all Times, be very
confiderable. If on the firft Eftablifhment of a

Republic, a Brutas fhould be plac’d in Autho.
rity,
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rity, and be tranfported with fuch an Enthufiafm
for Liberty and public Good, as to overlook all
the Ties of Nature, as well as private Intereft ;
fuch an illuftrious Example will naturally have
an Effe@ on the whole Society, and kindle the
{ame Paflion in every Bofom. Whatever it be
that forms the Manners of one Generation, the
next muft imbibe a deeper Tincture of the {ame
Dye; Men being more fufceptible of all Im-
vrefions during Infancy, and retaining thefe Im-
preflions as long as they remaimn in the World.
I affert, then, that all national Charalters, where
they depend not on fixt 707/ Caufes, proceed
from fuch Accidents as thefe, and that phyfical

Caufes have no difcernible Operation on the hu-
man Mind.

Ir we yun over the whole Globe, or revolve
all the Annals of Hiftory, we fhall difcover eve-

ry-where Signs of this Sympathy or Contagion

of Manners, and none of the Influence of Air or
Climate.

Firfl. We may obferve, that where a very
extenfive Government has been eftablifh’d for
many Centuries, it {preads a national Charatter
over the whole Empire, and communicates to

every
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every Part a Similitude of Manners. Thus the
Chinefe have the greatelt Uniformity of Charadter
imaginable ; tho’ the Air and Climate, in dif-
ferent Parts of that vaft Empire, admit of very
confiderable Variations.

Secondly. In {mall Governments, which are
very contiguous, the People have notwithitand-
ing a different Charater, and are often as di-
ftinguithable in their Manners as the moft diftant
Nations.  Athens and Thebes were but a fhort
Day’s Journey from each other ; tho’ the Athe-
#ians were as remarkable for Ingenuity, Polite-
nefs, and Gaiety, as the Thcbans tor Dulnefs,
Rufticity, and a phlegmatic Temper. Plutarch,
difcourfing of the Effets of Air on the Minds
of Men, obferves that the Inhabitants of the P:-
reeum, polielt very different Tempers from thofe
of the higher Town of 4theus, which was diftant
about four Miles from it. But I believe no one
attributes the Difference of Manners, in Wagping
and St. Fames’s, to a Difference of Air or Climate,

)

Thirdly. 'THE {fame national Chara&er com-
monly follows the Authority of the Government

to a precife Limit or Boundary ; and upon crof-

fing 2 River, or pafiing a Mountain, one finds
I | a nev

L)
“ﬁ
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a new Sct of Manners along with a new Goveri-
ment. LThe Languedocions and Gafeons are the
cayclt People of all France ; but whenever yon
co over the Pyreices, you are among Spaniards.
{s it conceivable, that the Qualities of the Air
fhould change {o exaltly with the Limits of an

Empire, which depend {o much on the Acci-
dents of Dattles, Negotiations, and Marriages 3

Fourthfy. WHuere any Set of Men, fcatter'd
over diftant Nations, have a clofe Society or Com-
mumcation together, they acquire a Similitude
of Manners, and have but little in common with
the Nations amongft whom they live. Thus the
Sewsin Enrope, and the Armcnians in the Eaft,
have a peculiar Characer ; and the former are
as much noted for Fraud, as the latter for Pro-
bity. The Fefuites,in all Roman-Catholic Coun-
tries, are alfo obferv’d to have a CharaCer pecu-
lar to themfelves.

Fifthly, Wurre any Accadent, as a Diffe-
rence of Language or Religion, keeps two Nati-
ons, inhabiting the fame Country, from mix-
ing with each other, they will preferve a diftin&

and evep oppolite Set of Manners for feveral
Centuries. The Integrity, Gravity, and Bra-

VEI;V
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very of the Turés form an exa&t Contraft to
the Levity, Deceit, and Cowardice of the mo-
dern Greeks.

Sixtbly. 'Tux fame Set of Mannets will fol-
low 2 Nation, and adhere to them over the whole
Globe, as well as the fame Laws and Language.
The Spanifh, Euglifp, French, and Duzch Colonies
are all diftinguifhable, even betwixt the Tropics.

Scwenthly. 'THE Manners of a People change
very confiderably from one Age to another ; el-
ther by great Alterations in their Government,
by the Mixtures of new People, or by that In-
conftancy, to which all human Affairs are {ubjedt.
The Ingenuity and Induftry of the ancient Grecks
have nothing in common with the Stupidity and
Tndolence of the prefent Inhabitants of thofe
Regions. Candour, Bravery, and Love of Li-
berty, form’d the Character of the ancient Ro-
mans  as Subtilty, Cowardice, and a Slavifh
Difpofition do that of the modern. The old
Spaniards were reftlefs, turbulent, and fo addict-
ed to War, that many of them killed themfelves,
when they were deprivid of their Arms Dy the
Bomans.  One would find an equal Difficulty,

at prefent, (at leaft fifty Years ago) to rouze up
the
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<he modern Spaviards to Arms.  The Batawvians
were all Soldiers of Fortune, and hir'd them-
felves into the Roman Armies. ‘Their Pofterity
make ufe of Foreigners for the fame Purpofe that
the Romans did their Anceftors. Tho' fome
Strokes of the Fremch Charaller be the fame,
which Ceefar has afcrib’d to the Gauls'; yet what
Compartfon betwixt the Civility, Humanity and
Knowledge of the modern Inhabitants of that
Country, and the Ignorance, Barbarity and
Groflnefs of the ancient ?

Eightbly. Wnere feveral neighbouring Na-
tions have a very clofe Communication together,
either by Policy, Commerce, or Travelling, they
acquire a Similitude of Manners, proportion’d
to the Communication, Thus all the Franks
{eem to have a uniform Chara&er to the Eafterp
Nations. The Differences among them are like
the particular Accents of different Provinces,
which are not diftinguithable, except by an Ear

accuftom’d to them, and which commonly efcape
a Foreigner.

Ninthly,  WE may often remark a wonderful
Mixture of Manners and CharaGer in the fame

Nation, fpeaking the fame Language, and fubje&
t



¥
!i
: |
6 ESSAY L {
to the fame Government: And in this Particular, ;
the Euglif are the moft remarkable of any Peo- r
ple, that ever were in the World, Nor 1s this
to be afcrib’d to the Mutability and Uncertainty §
of their Climate, or to any-other phyfica/ Caufes;
fince all thefe Caufes take Place in their neigh l‘
bouring Kingdom of Scotland,without having the,[
fame Effet. Where the Government of a Nation?
is altogether republican, it 15 apt to beget a par-
ticular Set of Manners. Where 1t 1 altopether
monarchical, it is more apt to have the fame Ef-:
fe&t; the Imitation of Superiors {preading the.
national Manners fafter among the People. If.
a State confifts altopether of Merchants, fuch 2
Holland, their uniform Way of Life will form‘[
their Charaler. If it confifts chiefly of Nod
bles and landed Gentry, like Germany, France,.
and Spain, the fame Effe& follows. The Geni-.
us of a particular Se&t or Religion is alfo apt;
'o mould the Manners of a People. But the
Englify Government 1s a Mixture of Monarchy,
Ariftocracy, 2nd Democracy. 'The People ,are
compos'd of Gentry and Merchants.  All Setts
of Religion are to be found amongft them. And
the great Liberty and Independency, which they
enjoy, allows every one to difplay the Manners,

which are peculiar to him. Hence the Englify,
| of
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of any People in the Univerfe, have the leaft
of a national Charafter ; unlefs this very Sin-
gularity be made their national Charaéter.

Ir the Characters of Men depended on the Air
and Climate, the Degrees of Heat and Cold
fhould naturally be expefted to have a mighty
Influence ; fince nothing has a greater Effelt
on all Plants and wrrational Animals. And in-
deed, there is fome Reafon to think, that all the
Nations, which live beyond the polar Circles or
betwixt the Tropics, are inferior to the reft of
the Species, and are utterly incapable of all the
higher Attainments of the human Mind. The
Poverty and Mifery of the northern Inhabitants
of the Globe, and the Indolence of the fouthern,
may, perhaps, account for this remarkable Dif-
ference, without having Recourle to phyfica/ Cau-
{fes. 'This however 1s certain, that the Charalters
of Nations are very promifcuous in the temperate
- Climates, and that almoft all the general Qb.
fervations, which have been form’d of the more
fouthern or more northern Nations in thefe Cli-
mates, are found to be uncertain and fallacious.

SuaLL we fay, that the Neighbourhood of the

~ Sun inflames the Imagination of Men. and gives
(. them
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them a peculiat Spirit and Vivacity ? The French,
Greeks, Egyptians and Perfians are remarkable
for Gaicety : The Spaniards, Turks and Chinefe
are noted for Gravity and a {erious Behaviour;
without any fuch Difference of Climate, as to
produce this Difference of Temper.

Tue Greeks and Romans, who call’d all othzr
Nations Barbarians, confin'd Genius and a finc
Underftanding to the more fouthern Climates,
and pronounc'd the northern Nations incapable
of all Knowledge and Civility. But Britain has
produc’d as great Men, ecither for Action or
Learning, as Greeceor Jtzly have to boaft of.

"T'1s pretended, that the Sentiments of Men
become more dclicate as they approach nearer
the Sun ; and that their Tafte of Beauty and Ele-
gance of every Kind receives proportionable Im-
provements in every Latitude, as we may par-
ticularly obferve of the Languages, of which
the more {outhern are fmooth and melodious, the
northern harfh and untuneable, But this Obfer-
vation holds not univerfally. The Aradic1s un-
couth and difagreeable : The Mu/fcovite {oft and
mufical. Energy, Strength, and fometimes Harfh-
nefs form the Character of the Latin ‘Tongue:

2 The
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The Eakian is the moft liquid, fmooth, and
cffeminate Language, that can pofiibly be ima-
gin'd. Every Language will depend {omewhat
on the Manners of the People ; but much more
on that original Stock of Words and Sounds,
which they receiv’d from their Anceftors, and
which remain unchangeable, even while their
Manners admit of the greateft Alterations. Who
can doubt, that the Exglifb are at prefent a much
more polite and knowing People than the Greeks
were for {everal Ages after the Siege of Trop 2
Yet there 1s no Comparifon between the Lan-
guage of Mzlton and that of Homer. Nay, the
greater are the Alterations and Improvements,
which happen in the Manners of a People, the
lefs can be expected in their Language. A few
great and refin’d Geniufes will communicate their
Tafte and Knowledge to a whole People, and
produce the greateft Improvements : But they

fix the Tongue by their Writings, and prevent,
in {fome Degree, its farther Changes.

My Lord Bacon has obferv’d, that the Inhabi-

tants of the South are, in general, more ingeni-
ous than thofe of the North ; but that, where
the Native of a cold Climate has Genius, he rifes
10 2 higher Pitch than can be reached by the

Co2 {outhern



26 ESSAY L

fouthern Wits. This Obfervation a late Wr:-

ter -+ confirms, by comparing the fouthern Wits
to Cucumbers, which are commonly all good of
their Kind ; but at the beft are an infipid Fruit:
While the northern Geniufes are like Melons, of

which not one in fifty is good ; but when it is
good, it has an exquifite Relifh. I believe this .

Remark may be allow’d juft, when confin'd
to the Eurcpean Nations, and to the prefent Age,
or rather tothe preceding one: But then I think
it may be accounted for by moral Caufes. Al
the Sciences and liberal Arts have been import-
ed to us from the South ; and ’tis eafy to imagine,
that, in the firft Ardour of Application, when
excited by Emulation and by Glory, the few, that
were addicted to them, would carry them to the
oreatelt Height, and ftretch every Nerve, and
every Faculty, to reach the Pinnacle of Perfeti-
on. Such illuftrious Examples fpread Knowledge
every where, and begot an univerfal Efteem for
the Sciences : After which, ’tis no Wonder, that
Induftry relaxes; while Men mect not with {u-
table Encouragements, nor arrive at fuch Diftinit-
tion by their Attainments. The univerfal Diffu-
fion of Learning among a People, and the entire
Bamifhment of grofs Ignorance and Rufticity is,

1 Dr, Berkeley : Minute Philui’opher.
therefore;
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therefore, feldom attended with any remarkable
Perfettion in particular Perfons. ¢ Formerly, fays

“ Fuwenal, Learning was confin'd to Greece and
“ Iraly. Now the whole World emulate Athens
“ and Rome. REloquent Gau! has taught Br:-
“ tain, knowing in the Laws.  Even Thu/é en-
“ tertains Thoughts of hiring Rhetoricians for its
Infiruction.”  * "This State of Learning is re-

markable ; becaule Fuwenal is himfelf the laft of
the Roman Writers, who poflelt any Degree of
Genius : Thofe, who {ucceeded, are valued for
nothing but the Matters of Fa&t, of which they
oive us Information. I wifh the late Converfion
of Mufeovy to the Study of the Sciences may not

prove 2 hke Prognoftic to the prefent Period of
Learning,

L

"y

4

Y

Cardinal Bentiwoglio gives the Preference to
the northern Nations above the fouthern with:
regard to Candour and Sincerity ; and menti-
ons, on the one Hand, the Spaniards and frali-
ans, and on the other, the Flemib and Germans.

# Sed Cantaber unde
Storcus 2 antiqui prefertim etate Metells,
Nune totus Graias, noftrafque habet orbis Athenas,
Gallia caufidices docust facunda Britanmss ¢
De cerducendo loguitur jam rhetore Thulé,  Satyr, 1 5o

C 3 But
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But Iam apt to think, that this has happened by
Accident. The ancient Romans feem to have
been a candid fincere People ; as are the modern
Turks. But if we will needs fuppofe, that this
Event ‘has arifen from fixt Caufes, we may only
conclude from it, that all Extremes are apt to
concur, and are commonly attended with the
fame Confequences. T'reachery is the moft ufual
Concomitant of Ignorance and Barbarity ; and
if civiliz’d Nationsever embrace fubtle and crook-
ed Politics, ’tis from an Excefs of Refinement,

which makes them difdain the plan dirett Road
to Power and Glory.

MosT Conquefts have gone from North to
South ; and thence it has been infer'd, that the

northern Nations poflefs a fuperior Degree of
Courage and Ferocity. But it would have been
jufter to have faid, that moft Conquefts arc made
by Poverty and Want upon Plenty and Riches.
The Saracens, leaving the Deferts of 4rabia, car-
ried their Conquefts northwards upon all the fer-
tile Provinces of the Roman Empire ; and met

the Turks half Way, who were coming fouthwards
from the Deferts of Tartary.

Ax
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Ax eminent Writer * has remark’d, that all
couragious Animals are al{o carnivorous, and that
oreater Courage is to be expetted in a People,
fuch as the Engli/b, whofe Food is ftrong and
hearty, than in the half-ftarv’d Commonalty of
other Countries. But the Savedes, notwithftand-
mg their Difadvantages in this Particular, are
not inferior, in martial Courage, to any Nation
that ever was in the World,

In general, we may obferve, that Courage,
of all national Qualities, 1s the moft precarious ;
becaufe it is exerted only at Intervals, and by
a few in every Nation; whereas Induftry, Know-
ledge, Civility, may be of conftant and univerfal
Ufe, and may become habitual to the whole Peo-
ple. If Courage be preferv’d, it muft be by
Difcipline, Example, and Opinion . The tenth
Legion of Ceefzr, and the Regiment of Picardy

in

¥ Sir William Temple's Account of the Netherlands,

+ As a Proof how much Courage depends on Opini-
on, we may obferve, that of the two chief Tribes of the
Greeks, the Dorians and Ionians, the former were always
efteem’d, and always appear’d more brave and manly than
the latter 5 tho’ the Colonies of both the Tribes were

interfpers’d and intermingled thro® all the Extent of Greece,
C 4 the
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in Francewere form’d promifcuoufly from amongft
the Citizens ; but having once entertain’d a No-
tion, that they were the beft Troops in the Set-

vice, this very Opinion really made them {uch.

TuEe only Obfervation, with regard to the
Differences of Men in different Climates, on
which we can repofe any Weight, is the Vulgar
one, that People in the northern Regions have
a greater Inclination to ftrong Liquors, and thofe

in the fouthern to Loveand Women. One can
affion a very probable phyfical Caufe for this Dif-
ference. 'Wine and diftill'd Spirits warm the
frozen Blood in the colder Climates, and forti-
fy Men againft the Injuries of the Weather: As
the genial Heat of the Sun, in .the Countries,
expos'd to his Beams, inflames the Blood, and
exalts the Paflion betwixt the Sexes.

PRy AP s too, the Matter may be accounted
for by moral Caufes. All ftrong Liquors are
rarer in the North, and confequently are more

=3

the lefler Afia, §icily, Ttaly and the Hands of the Alge-
an Sea, The Athenians were the only Jowians that ever
had any Reputation for Valour er military Atchieve~
ments 3 tho' even thefe were efteem’d infesior to the La-
cedemorians, the braveft of the Dorians,

coveted.
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coveted. Diodorus Sicufus * tells us, that the
Gauls, in his Time, were great Drunkards, and
much addi&ed to Wine, chiefly from its Rarity
and Novelty. On the other Hand, the Heat
in the fouthern Climates, obliging Men and
Women to go half naked, thereby renders their
frequent Commerce more dangerous, and in-
flames their mutual Paffion. This makes Parents
and Hufbands more jealous and referv’d; which
ftill farther inflames the Paflion. Not to men-
tion, that as Woraen ripen f{ooner in the {ou-~
thern Regions, ’tis neceflary to obferve greater
Jealonfy and Care in their Education; it being
evident that a Girl of twelve cannot poffefs equal
Difcretion to govern the Furies of this Paffion,
as one, who feels not its Violence till fhe be
{eventeen or eighteen,

PEruAPs too, the Falt is falfe, that Natuye
has, either from moral or phyfical Caufes, diftri-
buted thefe different Inclinations to the different
Climates. 'The ancient Greeks, tho' born in a

warm Climate, {eem to have been much addiGed

® Lib, 5, The fame Author aferibes Taciturnity ¢o
that People ; a new Proof that national Charafters may
alter very much,

2 %)
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to the Bottle ; nor were their Parties of Pleafure
any thing but Matches of Drinking amonglt the
Men, who palt their Time altogether apart from
the Fair-Sex.  Yet when Alexauder led the Grecks
into Perfia, a ftill more fouthern Climate, they
multiplied their Debauches of this Kind, in Tmi-
tation of the Perfian Manners. So honourable
was the Charater of a Drunkard amongit the
Peifians, that Cyrus the younger, {ohiciting the
fober Lacedemonians for Succour againit his Bro-
ther, Artaxerxes, claims it chiefly on Account
of his fuperior Endowments, as more valorous,
more bountiful, and a better Drinker.  Darius
Hyffofpes made it be infcribed on his Tomblione,
among his other Virtues and Princely Qualities,
+hat no one could bear a greater Quantity of Li-
quor. Youmay obtain any Thing of the Negiors
bv oftering them ftrong Liquors; and may eafi-
ty prevail with them to fell, not only their Pa-
rents, but their Wives and Miftrefles, fora Calk
of Brandy. In Framce and ltaly no Body cver
drinks pure Wine, except in the greatelt Heats
of Summer; and indeed, it is then almoit as.né-
ceflary, 1n order to recruit the Spirits, evapo-
rated by Heat, as it is in Seveden, during -the
Winter, in order to warm the Bodies congeal’d

by the Rigour of the Seafon.
Iy
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Ir Jealoufy be regarded as a Proof of aname-,
rous Difpofition, no People were more jealous

than the Mufcovites, before their Communication
with Europe had fomewhat alter'd their Manngrs
in this Particular.

Bu T {uppofing the Fal true, that Natuse, by
phyfical Principles, has regularly dittributed thefe
two Paflions, the one to the northern, the other
to the {fouthern Regions; we can only anfer,
that the Climate may affe® the grofler and moye:
bodily Organs of our Frame; not that it can
work upon thofe finer Organs, on which the
Operations of the Mind and Underftanding de-
pend. And this is agreeable to the Analogy of
Nature. The Races of Animals never dege-
nerate when carefully tended ; and Horfes, in
particular, always fhow their Blood in their
Shape, Spirit, and Swiftnefs: But a Coxcomb
may beget a Philofopher, as a Man of Virtue
may leave a Scoundrel Progeny. .

I suaLi conclude this Subject with obferving,.
that tho' the Paffion for Liquor be much morc
brutal and debafing than Love, which, when
- properly manag'd, 1s the Source of all Polite-
nefs
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nefs and Refinement ; yet this gives not {o great
an Advantage to the fouthern Climates, as we
may be apt, at firft Sight, to imagine. When
Love goes beyond a certain Pitch, it renders Men
jealous, and cuts off the free Intercourfe betwixt
the Sexes, on which the Politenefs of -a Nati-
on will always much depend. And if we would
fubtilize and refine upon this Point, we might ob-
{erve, that Nations, in very temperate Chimates,
ftand the faireft Chance for all Sorts of Improve-
ment; their Blood not being fo inflam’d as to
render them jealous, and yet being warm enough
to make them fet a due Value on the Charms and
Endowments of the Fair Sex. |

ESSAY
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Of the OR1GINAL CONTRACT.

S no Party, in the prefent Age, can pre-
A_ tend to fupport itfelf, without a philofo-

phical or fpeculative Syftem of Principles, an-
nex'd to its political or practical ones ; weaccor-
dingly find, that each of the Parties, into which
this Nation is divided, has rear'd up a Fabric
of this Kind, in order to protect and cover that
Scheme of Ations, which it profecutes. ‘I'he
People being commeonly very rough Builders,
efpecially in this {peculative way, and more
efpecially fill, when attuated by Party Zeal;
'tis natural to imagine , that their Workmanfhip
muft be a little unfhapely, and difcover evident
Marks of that Violence and Hurry, in which -
it was rais’d. The one Party, by tracing up the
Origin of Government to the DeiTy, endeavour
to render it {0 facred and inviolate, that it muft

be
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be little lefs than Sacrilege, however diforderly
;t may become, totouch or invade it, in the {mal-
left Article. The other Party, by founding Go-
vernment altogether on the Confent of the Pro-
pLE, fuppofe that there is a Kind of original Con-
traft, by which the Subje&s have referv'd the
Power of refifting their Sovereign, whenever they
find themfelves agorieved by that Authority,
with which they have, for certain Purpofes,
voluntarily entrufted him. Thefe are the {pecu-
Iative Principles of the two Parties; and thefe
too are the practical Confequences, deduc’d from

them.

Tsuart venture to affirm, That both thefe
Svilems of jpeculative Principles are jufl 5 tho not
i the Sexfey tutended by the Parties: And That
borh the Schemes of pradtical Confequences are pru-
deitt 3 thy not in the Extremes, to ahich cach Par-
ty, in Oppofition to the other, bas commonly endea-

7
woured to carry o,

T ar the Derry Is the ultimate Author of
all Government, will never be denied by any
‘one who admits a general Providence, and al-

_lows, that all Eventsin the Univerfe are con-
ducted by a uniform Flan and diretted to wile

Purpo-
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Purpofes. As ’tis impofiible for human Race
to {ubfift, at leaft in any comfortabie or fecise
State, without the Proteftion of Government;
it muft certainly have been intended by that
beneficent Being, who means the Good of ail
his Creatures And as it has univerfally, in 1adt,
taken place, in all Countries and all Ages; wa
may conclude, with ftill greater Certamty, that
it was intended by that omnifcient Being, who
can never be deceived by any Event or Opera-
tion. But fince he gave rife to 1t, not by any
particular or muaculous Interpofition, but bv
his concealed and univerfal Efficacy ; a Sove-
reion cannot, properly {peaking, be called his
Vice-gerent, in any other Senfe than every Pow-
er or Force, being deriv'd from him, may be {aid
o a&t by his Commiflion. Whatever atually
happens is comprehended 1n the general Plan or
Intention of Providence; nor has the greateit
and moft lawful Prince any more Reafon, upen
that- Account, to plead a peculiar Sacrednels ¢r
inviolable Authority, than an inferior Magitrate,
or even an Ufurper, or even a Robber andz
Pyrate. The fame divine Supcr—intcndani:, who,
for vflfe Purpofes, invefted an Elizeveth or z
Horry® with Authority, did alfo, {or Pur p{}ﬁ’:.e;,
* Harry the 1Vth of Frane.
Do
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no doubt, equally wife, tho’ unknown, befow
Power on'a Borgia or an Angria. The fame
Caufes, which gave Rife to the Sovereign Pow-
er in every State, did alfo eftablifh every petty
Juri{diction in 1t, and every limited Authority.
A Conftable, therefore, no lefs than a King,
a&s by a divine Commiffion, and pofiefies an
indefeafible Right.

W i £ x we confider how nearly equal all Men
are in their bodily Force, and even in their men-

] Powers and Faculties, “ere cultivated by Edu-
gation ; we muft neceffarily allow, that nothing

Lut their own Confent cou'd, at firft, aflociate
them together, and fubje&t them to any Autho-
rity. 'The PEOPLE, if we trace up Government
to its firlt Origin, in the Woods and Deferts, are
e Source of all Fower and Jurifdiclion, and
voluntarily, for the Sake of Peace and Order,
abandon’d their native Liberty, and receiv’d Laws
from their Equal and Companion. The Con-
ditions, upon which they were willing to™ {ub-
mit, were either expreft, or were fo clear and
obvious, that it might well be eftcem’d {uper-
fuous to exprefs them.  If this, then, be fneant

by the originel Contradl, 1t €annot be ‘denied,

that all Government is, at firlt, founded on 2
: | Con-
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Contract, and that the moft ancient rude Com-

binations of Mankind were form'd entirely by
that Principle. In vain, are we fent to the Re-

cords to feek for this Charter of our Liberties.
Tt was not wiote on Parchment, nor yet on
Leaves or Barks of Trees. It preceded the Ufe
of Writing, and all the other civilizd Arts of
Life. But we traceit plamly in the Nature of
Man, and in the Equality, which we find in all

the Individuals of that Species. The Force,
which now prevails, and which 1s founded on
Fleets and Armies, 15 plainly political, and de-
riv'd from Authority, the Effet of eftablifh’d
Government, A Man's natural Force confifts
only in the Vigour of his Limbs and Firmnefs
of his Courage ; which could never fubjett Mul-
titudes to his Command. Nothing but their
own Confent, and their Senfe of the Advanta-
ges of Peace and Order, could have had that
Influence. |

Byt Philofophers, who have embrac’d a Pay-
ty (if that be not a Contradition in Terms)
are not contented with thefe Conceflions. They
aflert, not only that Government in its earlieft In-
fancy arofe from Confent, or the voluntary Com-
bination of the People, but alfo, that, even at
D pre-



prefent, when it has attain'd 1ts full Maturity,
it refts on no other Foundation. They afhrm,
that all Men are flill born cqual, and owe Al-
legiance to no Prince or Government, unlefs
bound by the Obligation and Santion of a Pro-
mife. And asno Man, without fome Equivalent,
would forego the Advantages of Ins native Liber-
ty, and {ubject him{elf to the Will of another;
this Promife is always uncerftood to be conditi-
onal, and impofes on him no Obligation, unlefs
he meets with Juftice and Proteliion from his So-
vereign. 'Thele Advantages the Sovereign pro-
mifes him in return; and if he fails in the Exe-
cution, he has broke his Articles of Engagement,
and thereby fieed his Subje@s from all Obli-
gqtmm to Allegiance. Such, ‘1cc01ding to thele

Philofophers, 1s the Foundation of Authority

in every Government; and {uch the Right of
Refiftance, poficlt by every Subject.

Bu T would thefe Reafoners look abroad in-
to the World, they would meet with nothing
shat, in the leaft, correfponds to their Ideas, or
‘can warrant fo refin’d and philofophical a Syftem.
On the contrary, we find, every where, Prin-
ces, who claim their Subjects as their Property,

and affert their independent Right of Sovereign-
S ,, o,
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ty, from Conqueft or Succeflion. We find alfo, .
every where, Subjects, who acknowledge this
Right 1n their Princes, and fuppofe them{elves
born under Obligations of Obedience to a cer-
tain Sovereign, as much as under the Ties of
Reverence and Duty to certain Parents. 'Thefe
Connexions are always conceived to be equally

independent of our Confent, in Perfia and China s
in France and Spazn ; and even in Holland and
England, wherever the Dodtrines abovementior'd
have not been carcfully inculcated. Obedience
or Subje&tion becomes fo famikar, that moft Men
nover make any Enquiry about its Origin or
Caufe, more than about the Principle of Gra-
vity, Refiftance, or the moft univerfal Laws of
Nature. Or if Curiofity ever move them; as
{oon as they learn, that they themielves and their
Anceftors have, for feveral Ages, or from Time
immemoria!, been fubjet to fuch a Government
or fuch a Family; they immediately acquielces
and acknowledge their Duty of Allegiance. Were
you to preach, in moft Parts of the World, that
political Connexions are founded altogether on
voluntary Confent or 2 mutual Promife, the Ma-
oiftrate would foon imprilon you, as feditious,
for loofening the Tyes of Obedience ; if your

Friends did not before fhat you up, as delirious,
D2 for
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for advancing fuch Abfurdities. "Tas ftrange,
that an A& of the Mind, which every Indivi-
dual is fuppos'd to have form'd, and after he
came to the Ufe of Realon too, otherwife it
cow’d have no Authority; that this A&, I {ay,
hould be fo- unknown to all of them, that,
over the Face of the whole Earth, there fcarce
remain any Traces or Memeory of it.

By T the Contra&, on which Government 13
founded, is faid to be the original Contract;

and confequently may be fuppos'd teo old to
£211 under the Knowledge of the prefent Genera-
¢ion. If the Agreement, by which favage Men
8.4t affociated and conjoin’d their Force, be here
meant, this is ackmowledged to be real; but
‘being fo ancient, and being obliterated by 2
thoufand Changes of Government- and Princes,
+ cannot now be {uppos’d to retain any Autho-
fity. 1f we would fay any Thing to the Pur-
pofe, we mult affert, that every particular Go-
vernment, which 1s lawful, and which impoles
any Duty of Allegiance on the Subjelt, was,"
frft, founded on Canfent and a voluntary Com-
patt, bBut befides that this fuppofes the Con-
fent of the Fathers to bind the Children, even

+o the moft remote Generations (which repub-
lican
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lican Writers will never- allow) befides this, I
{ay, 1t 1s not juftified by Hiftory or Experience,

many Age or Country of the World.

ArwvosT all the Governments, which exift
at prefent, or of which there remains any Record
in Story, have been founded originally, either
on Ufurpation, or Conqueft, or both, without
any Pretence of a fair Confent, or voluntary
Subjeftion of the People. When an artful and
bold Man is plac’d at the Head of an Army or
Fattion, ’tis often eafy for him, by employing
fometimes Violence, fometimes fal{e Pretences,
to-eftablifh his Dominion over a People a hun-
dred Times more numerous than his Partizans,
He allows no fuch open Communication, that
his Enemies can know, with Certainty, their
Number or Forces. He gives them no Lei-
fure to affemble together in a Body to oppofe
him. Ewven all thofe, who are the Inftruments
of his Ufurpation, may wifh his Fall; but their
Ignorance of each other’s Intentions keeps them
in Awe, and 1s the lole Caufe of his Security.
By fuch Arts as thefe many Governments have
been eftablifh’d ; and this 1s all the ar/ginal Con-
traft they have to boaft of,

D g THE
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T 1 ¢ Face of the Farth is continually chang-
ing, by the Encreafe of fmall Kingdoms into
mighty Empires, by the Diffolution of great
Empires into fmaller Kingdoms, by the planting
of Colonics, by the Migration of Tribes. Is
there any Thing difcoverable, inall thefe Events,
but Force and Violence? Where is the mutual
Agreement or voluntary Affociation {o much

tallet of ?

 Even the fmootheft Way, by wkich a Nation
may receive a foreign Mafter, by Marriage or
2 Will, is not extremely honourable for the Peo-
ple; but {uppofes them to be difpos'd of, like
2 Dowry or a Legacy, according to the Plea-
{ure or Intereft of their Rulers.

B¢ T where no Force interpofcs, and Election
takes place; what is this Ele&ion fo highly
vaunted ? *Tis either a few great Men, who
decide for the Whole, and will allow of no
‘Contradi®ion or Oppofition: Or ’tis the Rab-
ble, that follow ‘a feditious Ring-leader, who
s not known, perhaps, to a dozen amongit them,
and who owes his Advancement merely o his
Impudence, or the momentary Caprice of his

| Fellows.
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Fellows.  Are thefe diforderly EleClions, w hich
are rare too, of fuch mighty Authority, as to he
the only lawful Foundation of all Government
and Allegiance ? '

~ I'x reality, there 15 not a more terrible Event,
than a total Diffolution of Government, which
gives Liberty to the Multitude, and makes the
Detelmmatlon or Choice of the new Ei’cabh{h—
ment depend upon a Number, that nearly ap-
proaches the Body of the Peopie: For 1t never
.comes entirely to the whole Body of them. Eve-
ry wife Man, then, withes to fee, at the Head
of a powerful and obedient Army, a Genexal,
who may {peedily {eize the Prize, and give to the
Pcople a Mafter, which they arc {o unfit to
choofe for themielves. So hittle correfpondent
1s Fact and Reality to thofe philofophical Notions,

Let not the Eftablifhment at the Rewos
Jution, decelve us, or make us {o much in Love
with a philofphical Onigin to Government, as
to imagine all others monftrous and 1rregular.
Even that was far from correfponding to thefe
refin'd Ideas. ’T'was only the Succeflion, and
that only in the regal Part of the Government,

thh was then changed: And ’twas caly the
- - Dy "~ Majority
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Majority of feven hundred, who determin’d that
" Change for near feven Millions. I doubtnot,
indeed, but the Bulk ofthefe {even Millions acqui-
efc'd willingly in the Determination: But was
the Matter left, in the leaft, to their Choice ?
Was it not juftly fuppofed to be, from that No-
ment, decided, and every Man punifi’d, who
refus'd to fubmit to the new Sovereign? How
otherways could the Matter have ever been

brcught to any Iffue or Conclufion ?

T n & Republic of Athens was, 1 believe, the
inoft extenfive Demmocracy we réad of n Hifto-
ry: Yet if we make the requifite Allowances
for the Women, the Slaves, and the Strangers,
we {hall find, that that E{ablifhment was not, at
“rft, made, nor any Law ever voted, by a tenth
Pait of thofe, who were bound to pay Obedience
toit. Not to mention the Iflands and foreign
Dominions, whichthe Aheiiansclaim’d as theirs
by Right of Conqueft. And as ’tis well known,
that popular Aflemblies in that City were al-
ways full of Licence and Diforder, notwith-
fandinig of the Forms and Laws, by which they
were checkt : How much more diforderly muit
they be, where they forin not the eftablifi’d

Conttitution, but affeinble tumiultaoufly on the
- Dif-
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Diffolution of the ancient Government, in of-
der to give rife to a new one ? How chimerical
muft it be to talkof a Choice in any fuch Cir-
cumfitances ?

"T'1s 1n vain to fay, that all Governments
ate, or thou’d be, at firft, founded on popular
Confent, as much as the Neceﬂity of hufhan
Affairs will admit. 'This favours entirely my
Pretenfion. { inaintain, that human Affairs ne-
ver will admit of this Confent; feldom of the
Appedrance of it: But that Conqueft or Ufur.
pation, that is, in plain Terms, Force, by diffolv-
g the ancient Governments, is the Origin of
almoft all the new ones, that ever were ¢fta-
blifh'd in the World, And that in the few Ca-
fes, wherein Confent may feem to have taken
place, it was {o irregular, {fo confin’d, or fo much
intermix’'d either with Fraud or Violence, that
1t cannot have any great Authority.

WrEN a new Government is eftablifh’d, by

whatever Arts, the People are commonly diffa-
tisfy’d with it, and pay Obedience more from
Fear -and Neceflity, than from any Idea of Al-
legiance or moral Cbligation. The Prince s
watchful and jealows, and muft carefully guard

1 againft
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againft every Beginning or Appearance of In-
furre@ion. Time, by Degrees, removes all
thefe Difficulties, and accuftoms the Nation to
regard, as their lawful or native Princes, that Fa-
mily, whom, at firft, they confidered as Ufur-
pers or foreign Conquerors. In order to found
this Opinion, they have no Recourfe to any No-
tion of voluntary Confent or Promife, which,
they know, never was, in this Cafe, either ex-
pefted or demanded. The original Eftablifh-
ment was form’d by Violence, and {ubmitted to
from Necefiity. The fubfequent Adminiftration
is allo fupported by Power, and acquiefc’d in
by the People, not as a Matter of Choice, but
of Obligation. They imagine not, that their
Confent gives their Prince a Title: but they
willingly conient, becaufe they think, that, from
Jong Poflefiion, he has acquird a Title, indepen-
dent of their Choice or Inclination,

SuouLp it befud, that by living under the
Dominion of a Prince, which one might leave,
every Individual has given 2 tac? Confent %0
his Authority, and promis'd him Obedience;; 1t
may be anfwer'd, That fuch imply'd Confent
can oniy take place, where a Man imagines,
that the Matter depends on his Choice.  But

where
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where he thinks (as all Mankind do, who are
born under eftablili’d Governments) that by his
Birth he owes Allegtance to a certain Prince or
certain Government; it would be abfurd to in-
fer a Confent or Choice, which he exprefly, in

this Cale, renounces and abjures.

Can we ferioufly fay, that a poor Peafant
or Artizan has a free Choice to leave his own
Country, when he knows no foreign Language
or Manners, and lives from Day to Day, by the
fmall Wages he acquires ! We may as well affert,
that a Man, by remaining ina Veflel, freely con-
fents to the Dominion of the Mafter; tho' he

was carry’d on board while afleep, and muft leap
into the Ocean, and perifh, the Moment he

leaves her.

WuaT if the Prince forbid his Subjes to
leave his Dominions ; as Zzberius punifh’d a Ro-
man Senator for attempting to fly to the Par-
thiaus, in order to efcape his Tyramny? Or
as the ancient Mufcovites prohibited 2all travel-
ling under Pamn of Death? And did a Prince
obferve, that many of his Subjelts were feiz’d
with the Frenzy of tranfporting themfelves to
foreign MNations, he would doubtlefs, with great

Reafon
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Reafon and Juftice, reftrain 1t, in order to pre.
vent the Depopulation of his own Couritry,
Would he forfeit the Allegiance of all his Sub-
Je&ts, by {o wife and reafonable a Law ? Yet the
Freedom of their Choice is furely, in that Cafe,
ravifh’'d from them.

A'Comrany of Men, who fhould leave
their native Country, in order to People fome
uninkiabited Region, might dream of recovering
their native Freedom ; but they would {oon ﬁngi,
that their Prince full laid ctaim to them, and
call'd them his Subjets, even in their new Set-
tlemerit.  And in this he would a& entirely con-
formable to the cominon Ideas of Mankind.

T nE truelt tacit Confent of this Kind, which
35 ever obfervd, 1s when a Foreigner fettles 1n
any Country, and 1s beforehand acquainted with
the Printe, and Government, and Laws, to
which he muft fubmit: Yet is his Allegiance,
tho 'more voluntary, much lefs expeted or de-
pended on, than that of a natural born Subjet.
On the contrary, his native Prince fhll afferts
a Right to hun. And if he punithes not the
Renegade, when he feizes him in War with

his new Prince’s Commiffion; this Clemency
15
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!

s not founded on the municipal Law, which in -
11 Countries condemns the Pri{oner; but or
the Confent of Prinees, who have agreed to this
indulgence, 1 order to prevent Reprifals.

Surrosean Ulurper, after having banifi'd
his Jawful Prince and royal Family, fhould efta-
blith his Dominion for ten or a dozen, Years in
any Country, and fhould preferve fuch an exact
Difcipline in his Troops, and {o regular a Dif-
pofition in his Garilons, that no Infurre&ion
had ever been rais’d, or even Murmur heard,
againft his Adminiftration: Can it be aflerted,
that the People, who in their Hearts abhor his
Treafon, have tacitly confented to his Authornty,
and pmmis’d him Allegiance, merely becaufe,
from Neceflity, they live under his Dominion 3
Suppofe again their natural Prince reftor'd, by
Means of an Army, which he affembles 1 fo-
reign Countrics: They receive him with Joy
and Exultation, and {hew plainly with what Re-
luGtance they had fubmitted to any other Yoke.
1 may now afk, upon what Foundation the
Prince’s Title ftands ! Not on popular Confent
furely : For tho' the People willingly acquiefce in
hjs Authority, they never imagine, that their
Confent makes him Sovereign: They confent;

| becaufe
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becanfe they apprehend him to be already, by

Birth, their lawiul Sovereign. And as to that ta- -
cit Confent, which may now be infer’d from their
living under his Dominion, thisis no more than
what they formerly gave to the Tyrant and

Ufurper.

W e n woé aflert, that all lawful Government
Jcifes from the People, we certainly do them
a great deal mo+c Honour than they deferve, or
even expett nd defire from us. After the Ko-
man Dominions beeame tco unweildy for the Re-
public to govern, the People, over the whole
known World, were extremely graterul to Au-
guflus for that Avthority, which, by Violence,
he eftablifh’d over them; and they fhew’d an equa
Difpofition to fubmit to the Succeffor, whom he
left them, by his laft Will and Teftament. 1t was
ofterwards their Mistortune, that there never
was, in one Family, any long regular Succeiil-
on; but that their Line of Princes was contini-
ally broke, either by private Aflaflinations ov
public Rebellions. The Piatoriar Bands, on
the Failure of every Family, fet up one Empe-
ror - the Legions 1n the Ecff a {econd : thofe mn
Germany, perkiaps, a third: And the Sword alon

could decide themr Pretenfions. 'The Condition
of
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of the People, m that miphty DMonarchy, was
to be lamented, vot becauie the Cheice of Em-
peror was never left to them; for that was im-
practicable: But Decaunie they never fell under
any Succefon of Mafters, who might regularly
follow cach other.  Asto the Violence and Wars
and DBloodfhed, occafion’d by every new Settle-
ment; thofe were blamelefs, becanfc inevitable,

Tur Houfe of Lancafler val'd in England
about {ixty Years: The prefent Eflablifiment has
taken Place very near the fame Time. Have all
Views of Right in another Family been utter-
ly extinguifh’d ; even tho’ few Men now alive
had arriv’d at Years of Iifcretion, when it was
expell’d, or could have confented to its Domini-
on, or have promis'd it Allegiance? A fulficient
Indication {urely of the general Sentiment of

Mankind on this Head. For we blame not the
Adherents of tic abcicated Family, merely on

Account of the lono Time they have preferv’d
thelr 1maginary Fidelity, We blame them for
achering to a Family, which, we afirm, has
been juitly expell’d, and which, from the Ko-
ment the new Settlement took place, had for-
feited all Title to Authority.,

Bur
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 Bur would we havea more regular, at leaf,
a more philofophical Refutation of this Princi-

ple of an original Contract or popular Con-
{ent; perhaps, the following Obfervations may

{uffice.

A1 moral Duties may be divided into two
Kinds. The firff are thole, to which Men are

impell'd by a natural Inftinct or immediate Pro-
penfity, that operates in them, independent of all
Tdeas of Obligation, and of all Views either to
public or private Utility. Of this Nature are,
Love of Children, Gratitude to Bencfa&tors, Pity
to the Misfortunate. When we refle& on the
Advantage, that refults to Society from fuch hu-
mane Inflinds, we pay them the juft Tribute
of moral Approbation and FEfteem: But the
Perfon, 2&tuated by them, feels their Power and
Tnfluence, antecedent to any fuch Reflection.

TuE fecond Kind of moral Duties are {uch as
are not fupported by any original Inftinéts of Na-
ture, but are perform’d entirely from a Seufe
of Obligation, when we confider the Necefll-
ties of human Society, and the Impofﬁbili_t}f of
- fpporting it, if thele Duties were negledted:
“Tis thus Fa/lice or a Regard to the Property of

others,
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others, Fidelity or the Obfervance of Promifes,
become moral Duties, and acquire an Authority
over Mankind. For as ’tis evident that every
Man loves himf{elf better than any other Per-
fon, heis naturally impell'd to acquire as much
as poflible ; and nothing can ever reftrain him,
in this Propenfity, but Reflettion and Experi-
ence, by which he learns the pernicious Effedts
of that Licence, and the total Diffolution of
Society, which muft enfue fromit, His original
Inclination, therefore, or Inftin& is here check’d
and reftrain’d by a fubféquent ]udgment or Obfer-
vation.

Tuk Cafe is precifely the fame with the po-
Iitical or civil Duty “of Allegiance, as with the
natural Duties of Juftice and Fidelity. Our pris
mary Inftinéts Jead us, either to indulge ourfelves
in unlimited Liberty, or to {feek Dominiori oves
others: And ’tis Refleftion only, that engages
us to facrifice fuch ftrong Paffions to the Inte-
" refts of Peace and Order. A very fmall Degree
of Experience and Obfervation fuffices to teach
us, that Society cannot poflibly be maintained
without the Authority of Magitrates, and that
‘that Authority muft {oon fall into Contempt,
where exatt Obedience is not pay’d to it. The

T - R Obfer
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Obfervation of thele general and obvious Inte-

relts is the Source of all Allegiance and of that
moral Obligation, which we attribute to-it.

WhaT Nécéﬂity 15 th’er'e, therefore, to found
the Duty . of Allegiance or Obedience to Magi-
ftrates on that of Fidelity or a Regard to Pro-
mifes, and to fuppofe, that ’tis the Confent of
cach Individual, which {ubjefls him to Govern-
ment; when it appeats, that both Allegiance
and Fidelity ftand precifely on the fame Foun-
dation, and are both fubmittéd to by Mankind,
on Account of the apparent Interefts and Ne-
ceffities of human Seciety? We are bound to
obey pur Sovereign, 'tis faid; becaufe we have
given a tacit Promife to that Purpofe. But why
are we bound to obferve our Promife ? It muft be
afferted, that the Commerce and Intercourfe of
Mankind, which are of fuch infinite Advantage,
can have no Security, where Men pay n6 regard
to their Engagements. It may, in like Man-
ner, be faid, that Men could not live at all 1n So-
ciety, at leaft in a civiliz’d Society, without
Laws and Magiftrates and Judges, to prevent the
Encroachments of the itrong upon the weak,
the violent upon the juft and equitable. The
Obligation to Allegiance, being of like Force
and
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and Authority with the Obligation to Fidelity,
we gain nothing by refolving the one into the
other. The general Interefls or Neceffities of
Society are fufficient to eftablifh both.

I the Reafon is afkt of that Obedience, which
we are bound to pay to Government, I readily
anfwer 5 becaufe Society con’d ngt ot heravife fubfiff :
And this Anfwer is clear and intelligible to all
Mankind., Your anfwer is, bccanfe ave fhon'd
keep our Word. But befides, that no Body, 'till
train'd in 2 philofophical Syftem, can either com-
prehend or relifh this Anfwer: Befides this, 1
fay, you find yourfelf embarra(s’d, when ’tis
alk’d you, avhy sve are bound to keep our Word ¢
And you can give no other Anfwer, but what
would, 1mmediately, without any Circuity, have

accounted for our Obligation to Allegiance.

Bur to whom is Allegiance duc? And wwho are
our {awful Soverergns # This Queftion 1s often
the moft difficult of any, and liable to infi-
nite Difcuffions, When People are fo happy,
-that they can anfwer, Our prefent Sovercign, who
inberitsy in a dire& Line, from Aunceflors, that have
govern'd us for many Ages this Anfwer admits
of no Reply; even tho’ Hiftorians, in tracing

I 2 up
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ep to the remoteft Antiquity the Onigin of that
roval Family, may find, as commonly happers,
dhat its. firft Authority was derivid from Ufur-
pation and Violence. "Tis confeft, that pri-
vare Jultice or the Abftinence from the Proper-
ties of others, is a moft cardinal Virtue : Yet

Reafon tells us, that there is no Property 1n du-
rable Objeds, fuch as Lands or Houfes, when

carefully examin'd in paflug from Hand to Hand,
but muit, in fome Period, have been founded on
Frand and Injuftice. 'The Neceflities of human
Society, neither in private nor publick Life, will
low of fach an ‘accurate Enquiry And there
1o Virtue or moral Duty, but what may,
with Facility, be refin'd away, it we indulge a
flfe Philofophy, in fifting and {cratinizing it,
every captious Rule of Logic, in every Light or
Pofition, wherein it may be plac'd.

Tuz Queftions with Regard to private Pro-
perty have flI'd infinite Volumes of Law and
Philofophy, not to mention the ‘Commentators
upon both; and in the End, we may fafely ﬁf'o-
rounce, that many of the Rules, there efta-
hlith’d, are uncertain, ambiguous, and arbitrary.
The like Opinion may be form'd with regard
to the Succeflions and Rights of Princes and

Forms
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Forms'of Government. The Difcuflion of tﬂcfc
Matters would lead us entirely beyond the Com-

pafs of thefe Effays. "Tis {ufficient for our pre-
fent Purpofe, if we have been able to determine,
In general, the Foundation of that Allegiance,
which is due to the eftablith’d Government, in
every Kingdom and Commonwealth *.

W E fhall only obferve, before we conclude,
that tho' an Appeal to general Opinion may juft-

# When there 1s no legal Prince, who hasa Title to 2
Throne, 1 believe it may fafely be determined to belone to
the firft Occupier,  This was frequently the Cafe with the
Roman Empire, When any Race of Princes expires, the
Will or Deftination of the laft Prince will be regarded as a
Title, Thus the Edit of Lours the XIVth, who call’d
the Baftard' Princes to the Succeflion, in Cafe of Failure
of all the legitimate Princes, would, in fuch arn Event,
have {ome Authority, The Ccffion of the ancient Pro-
prictor, efpecially when join'd to Congqueft, is likewife
eftcem’d a very good Right, The general Bond or Obli-
gation, that binds us to Government, is the Intereft and
Neceflitics of Society ; and this Obligation is very ftrong,
The Determination of it to this or that particular Prince
or Form of Government is frequently more uncertain
and dubious. Prefent Pofleflion has confiderable Autho.
rity in thefe Cafes, and greater than in private Proverty ;
becaufe of the Difordess, that attend 2l Revolutions and
Changes of Government,

E 3 h‘r
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ly, in the fpeculative Sciences of Metaphyfics,
natural Philofophy, or Aftronomy, be efteem'd
unfair and inconclufive; yet in all Queftions
with regard to Morals, as well as Criticifm, there
is really no other Standard by which any other
Controverfy can ever be decided. And nothing
can be a clearer Proof, that a Theory of this
Kind is erroneous, than to find, that itleads us in-
to Paradoxes, which are repugnant to the com-
mon Sentiments of Mankind, and to the Prattice
and Opinion-of all Natiens and all Ages. The
Doftrine, that founds all lawful Government on
 an original Contraét, or Confent of the People,
is plainly of this Kind; nor has the ableft of
:ts Partizans, in Profecution “of it, fcrupled to
affirm, that abfolute Monarchy is iriconfiftent with
civil Society, and fo can be no Form of civil Govern-
ent at all¥; and that the. fupreme Power in
2 State cannot take from any Man by Taxes and
Impofitions, any Part “of bis Property without his
own Confent or that of bis Reprefentatives +. What
Authority any moral Reafoning can have, which
leads into Opinions, fo wide of the general Prac-
tice of Mankind, in every Place but this fingle
Kingdom, ’tis ealy to determine. |

¥ See Locke on Government, Chap. 7+ §, 96
'+ 14, Chep, 11, §. 133, 339, 140
ESSAY
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Of Passive OBEDIENCE,

"N the former Eflay, we have pndcavbur'd to
E refute the fpecalativi Syftems of Politics, ad-
vanc’d in this Nation; as well thereligious Syftem
of the one Party, as the philpfophical of the
other. 'We come now to ckamine the practical
Confequences, deduc'd by each Party, with re-
gard to the Meafures of Submlfﬁon, due to So-
vereigns, -

As the Obligation to Juftice is founded intire-
Iy on the Interefts of Society, which require mu-
tual Abftinence from Propesty, in order to pre-
ferve Peace amongft Mankind ; 'tis-evident, that,
when the Execution of Juftice would be attended
with very pernicions Confequences,. that Virtue
muft be fufpended, and give-place to public
-uility, in fuch éxtraordinary-and {uch prefiing
'Emergénéies .The Maxim, flat Fuffitia & ruat
’waﬂm, let Juftice be perform’d, tho the Um-—

verfe be deﬁroy’d is apparenﬂy falfe, and by fa-
B 4 cuﬁcmg



6 ESSAY IL

crificing the End to the Means, fhews a prepo-
fterous Idez of the Subordination of Duties. What
Governor of a Town makes any Scruple of burn-
ing the Suburbs, when they facilitate the Advan-

ces of the Enemy? Or what General abftams
from plundering a neutral Country, when the
Neceflities of War require it, and he cannot
otherwife maintain his Army ? The Cafe is the
{fame with the Duty of Obedience to Magiftrates ;
and common Senfe teaches us, that as Govern-
ment obliges to Obedience only on Accouut of
its Tendency to public Utility, it muft always,
in extraordinary Cafes, when public Ruin would
evidently attend Obedience, yield-to the pri-
mary and original Obligation. Salus Populi Ju-
prema Lex, the Safety of the People is the fupreme
[aw. This Maxim is agreeable to the Senti-
ments of Mankind in all Ages: Nor 1sany one,
when he reads of the Infurrettions againft a Ners,
ar 2 Caracalla, fo infatuated with Party-Syftems,
as not to wifh Succefs to the Enterprize, and
praife the Undertakers. Even our high mo-
narchical Party, in Ipite of their fublime The-
ory, are forcd, in fuch Cafes, to judge, and
¢hink, and approve, i Conformity to the reft
“of Mankind. o
ResisTance, therefore, being admitted in

extraordinary Emergencies, the Queftion can
only
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only be, amongft good Reafoners, with regard

to the Degree of Neceflity, which can juftify
Refiftance, and render it lawful or commenda-
ble. And here I muft confefs, that I {hall al-
ways incline to their Side, who draw the Bond

of Allegiance the clofeft poffible, and confider
an Infringement of it, as the laft Refuge, indef-

perate Cafes, when the public is in the higheft
Danger, from a cruel and abandon’'d Tyranny.
For befides the Mifchiefs of a civil War, which
commonly attend InfurreCtion; ’tis certain, that
where a Difpofition to Rebellionappears amongft
any People, it is one chief Caufe of Tyran.

ny in the Rulers, and forces them into many

violent Meafures, which they never would have
embrac'd, if every one had feem'd inclin'd to
Submiffion and Obedience. *Tis thus the T}-
rannicide or Affaflinzcion, approv’d of by anci-
ent Maxims, inftead of keeping Tyrants and
Ufurpers in Awe, made them ten times more
fierce and unrelenting ; and is now juftly, ﬁpon
that Account, abolifh’d by the Laws of Nations,
and univerfally condemn’d as a bafe and treache-
rous Method of bringing to Juftice thefe Diftur-
bers of Society.

Besipes 3 we muft confider, that as Obedi-
enceis our Duty in the common Courfe of Things,
it ought chiefly to be inculcated; nor can any

: thing

3
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thing be more prepofterous than an anxious
Care and Sollicitude in Rating all the Cafes,
wherein Refiftance may be allow'd. Thas, tho’
a Philofopher reafonably acknowledges,*in the
Courfe of an Argument, that the Rules of Juftice
may be difpenfed with in Cafes of urgent Ne-
ceflity ; what fhould we think of a Preacher or
Cafuift, who fhould make it his chief Study to
find out -{uch Cafes, and enforce them with all
the Vehemence of Argument and Eloquence ?
Would ‘he not be better employ’d in preaching
up the general Do@trine, than in difplaying the
particular Exceptions, which we are, perhaps,
but too much inclin’d, of ourfelves, -to embrace,
and to extend ? . '

THERE are, however, two Reafons,. which
‘may be pleaded in Defence of that Party amongft
-us, who have, with fo much Induftry, propagated
the Maxims of Refitance ; Maxims, which, 1t

muft be confeft, are, in general, {o pernicious,
and fo deftruftive of all civil Society. = ‘The frff
s, that their Antagonifts carrying the Dollrine
.of Obedience to fuch an extravagant Height, as
-not only never to mention the Exception 1n ex-
traordinary Cafes (which might, -perhaps, be ex-
.cufable) . but"even' pofitively to-exclude it; it
became neceflary to infit on thefe Exceptions, and
defend the Rights of injur'd Truth and Liberty.
| The
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The fecond, and, perhaps, better Reafon, is found-
ed on the Nature of the Briti/b Conftitution and
Form of Government.

"T'1s almoft peculiar to our Conftitution to efta-
blifh a firk Magiftrate with {uch high Pre-emi-
nence and Dignity, that, tho’ limited by the
Laws, he 15, in a Manner, as far as regards hi;
own Perfon, above the Laws, and can neither be
queftioned nor punifhed for any Injury or Wrong,
which may be committed by him, His Mini-
fters alone, or thofe who att by his Commiffion,
are obnoxious to Juftice; and while the Prince
is thus allur'd, by the Profpett of per{onal Safety,
to give the Laws their free Courfe, an equal Se-
curity is, in effe&t, obtain’d, by the Punifhment
of the leffer Offenders, and at the fame Time a
¢civil War is avoided, which would be the infal-
lible Confequence, were an Attack, at every
Turn,made direftly upon the Sovereign. But tho’
the Conflitution paysthis falutary Compliment to
the Prince, it can never reafonably be underftood,
by that Maxim, to have determin’d its own De-
firu®ien, or to have eftablifh’d a tame Submifli-
on, where”he protefts his Mimlfters, perfeveres
in his Injuftice, and ufurps the whole Power of
the Commonweaith. This Cafe, indeed, is ne-
ver exprefsly put by the Laws ; becaufe itis im-
poflible for them, in their ordinary Caurle, to

PrQ-
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provide'a Remedy for it, or eftablith any Magt-
firate, with fuperior Authority, tochaftife the ex-
orbitancies of the Prince. But asa Right without
2 Remedy would be the greateft of all Abfurdi-
ties ; the Remedy, in this Cafe, 1s the extraor-
dinary one of Refiftance, when Aftairs come to
that Extremity, that the Conftitution can alone
be defended byit. Refiftance, therefore, muft, of
courfe, becomie more frequent in the Britifs Go-
_vernment, than in others, which are fimpler, and
confift of fewer Parts and Movements. Wherethe
King is the {ole Sovereign of the State, he has lit-
tle Temptation to commit fuch enormous T'yran-
ny as may juftly provoke Rebellion : But where
"~ he is limited, his imprudent Ambition,without any
great Vices, may run him into that perillous Si-
tuation. This was evidently the-Cale with Char/es
the Firft ; and if we may now {peak Truth, after
£ nimofities are laid, this was alfo the Cafe with
Fames theSecond, 'Thele were harmlefs, if not,
their private Character, good Men; but miftaking
the Nature of our Conftitution, and engroffing th

whole legiflative Power, it became neceffary to”
oppofe them with fome Vehemence; and ever to
deprive the latter formally of that Authority,which
he had ufed with{uch Imprudence andIndifcretion

F I N I &
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