E § S A Y §
AND
T R E A T I S E S

ON

SEVERAL SUBJECTS.

IN TWO VOLUMES.

By DAVID HUME, Esa.

_——— H—-"\ﬁ-mhlﬂ L, W o

V O L. I

CONTAI NING

FESSAY S, MORAL, POLITICAL, and LITERARY.

A NEW EDITION.

g p—— T— - e —— M e R e e b e L e e )
e s o e ]

. O N D O N:
Printed for A. M1 L L AR,
A. Kixcaip, J. BELL, and A. DONALDsON, in Edinburgh.

And fold by T.CADELL, in the Strand.
MDCCLXVIIL



T HE
C O N 1T E N T S

OF THE

FIRST VOLUME

ESSAYS, MORAL, POLITICAL, and LITERARY.,

P A R T 1.

LEflay | Page
1. F the Delicacy of Tafte and Paflion 3
IL. Of the Liberty of the Prefs O
III. That Politics may be reduced to a Science I 4
IV. Of the Principles of Government 31
V. Of the Independency of Parliament 87
VI. Whether the Britith Governmernt inclines more to ablo-
lute Monarchy or to a Republic 43

VII. Of Parties in general 50
VIII. Of the Parties of Great Britain 6o
IX. Of Superftition and Enthufiaim 7 4.
X. Of Avarice 81
XI. Of the Dignity of Human Nature 86
XII. Of Civil Liberty 04
XIII. Of Eloquence 104

XIV. Of the Rife and Progrefs of the Arts and Sciences 120
Ellay



C ONTENT S
Eflay
KV. The Epicurean
XVI. The Stoic
XVIIL. The Platonift
XVIII. The Sceptic
XIX., Of Polygamy and Divorces

XX. Of Simplicity and Refinement in Writing
XXI. Of national Chara&ersa

XXIL Of Tragedy
XXII. Of the Standard of Tafte.

P A R T 11.

1. % ¥ Commerce
I1. " Of Refinement in the Arts
ilI. Of Money
IV. Of Intereil
V. Of the Balance of Trade
VI. Of the Jealoufy of Trade
VII. Of the Balance of Power
V1II. Of Taxes |

IX. Of public Credit
X. Of {fome remarkable Cufoms

XI. Of the Populoufnefs of antient Nations
XII. Of the Original Contraét
K. Of Paflive Cbedience
X1V. Of the Coalition of Parties
XV. Of the Proteftant Succeflion

XV lIdea of a perfe&& Commonwealth

235
502
317
333
346
369
374

395

392
412

42

51X
534

539
549

ESSAYS



E S S A Y S,
MORAL, POLITICA L,

AN D

LI T E R A R Y.

P A R T 1*

¥ Firft Printed in 1742.

VoL, L. B



E § § A Y X XI.

OF NATIONAL CHARACTERS.

H E vulgar are very apt to carry all national characters to

extremes ; and having once eftablithed it as a principle,
that any people are knavith, or cowardly, or ignorant, they
will admit of no exception, but comprehend cvery individual
under the {ame chara&ter. Men ot {fenfe condemn thefe undii-
tinguifthing judgments: Though at the fame time, they allow,
that ecach nation has a peculiar {et of manners, and that {ome
particular qualities are more frequently to be met with among
one people than among their neighbours. The common people
in SwissERLAND have {urely more probity than thoie of the
{ame rank in IRELAND; and every prudent man will, from
that circumiflance alone, make a difference 1n the truft which
lie repofes in each.  'We have reafon to expet greater wit and
caiety in @ FRENCHMAN than in 2 SPANIARD ; though CER-
VANTES was born in SrarN. An ExcrisnyanN will na-

turally be f{uppofed to have more knowledge than a DaxNI;

thouch TycHO BRAHE was a native of DENMARK.

Different rcafons are afiigned for thefe wnational charaddeis ;

e N
while fome account for them from zoiral and others irom ply-
fical caufes. Dy moral caufes, I mean all circumfiances, which
are fitted to work on the mind as motives or reafons, and which

ICNUCr
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render a peculiar fet of manners habitual to us. Of this kind
are, the nature of the government, the revolutions of public
affairs, the plenty or penury in which the people live, the
{ituation of the nation with regard to its neighbours, and above
all, the courfe of education, and the example of parents and
companions. By phyfical caufes, T mean thofe qualities of the
air and climate, which are {uppofed to work infenfibly on the
temper, by altering the tone and habit of the body, and giving
a particular complexion, which though reflexion and reafon
may {fometimes overcoime, yetwill it prevail among the genera-
lity of mankind, and have an mfluence on their manners.

That the chara&er of a nation will very much depend on
szizoral caules, muft be evident to the moft fuperficial obferver ;
Iince a nation 1s nothing but a colle€tion of 1individuals, and the
manners of individuals are frequently determined by thefe
caules. As poverty and hard labour debafe the minds of the
common pcople, and render them unhit for any {cience and in-
ccnious profeflion ; fo where any government becomes very
oppreflive to all its {ubjecls, 1t muft have a proportional effe&t:
on their temper and genius, and muft banith all the liberal arts

irom among them. Inftances of this nature are very frequent
:n the world. |

The fame principle of moral caufes fixes the chara&er of dif-
terent profeflions, and alters even that difpofition, which: the
particuiar members veceive from the hand of nature. A foldier
ind a prc/f are different charaders, in all nations, and all ages;
and this diflerence 1s founded on circumflances, whofe operation

te cterna! and unalterable,

The

-



OF NATIONAL CHARACTERS. 295

The uncertainty of their life makes foldiers lavith and gene-
rous, as well as brave: Their idlencls, together with the large
{ocieties, which they form in camps or garrifons, inclines them
to pleafure and gallantry: DBy their frequent change of com-
pany, they acquire good brecding and an opennefs of beha-
viour: Being ecmployed only againft a public and an open
enemy, they become candid, honeft, and undeligning: And
as they ule more the labour of the body than that of the mind,

they are commonly thoughtlefs and 1gnorant *.

’T'is a trite, but not altogether a falfe maxim, that pricfls of
all religions are the fame ; and though the charatter of the pro-
feflion will not, 1n every inftance, prevail over the perfonal
character, yet it 1s {ure always to predominate with the greater
number. Tor as chymifts obferve, that {pirits, when raifed to
a certain height, are all the {ame, from whatever materials they

be extratted; fo thele men, being clevated above humanity,
acquire a uniform character, which is intirely their own, and

which, in my opinion, 1s, generally {peaking, not the moft
amiable that is to be met with in human fociety. It 1s, in moft
points, oppolite to that of a foldier ; as 1s the way of life, from

which it 1s derived 7.
As

>

* 2Tis a faying of MExNANDER 3 Kupr.—.].fég 5'(&1‘::1.{1‘?;;, 85 AP £f WAXTTES E’;—E; OPARY fy.:’w;'r e
MEenN. apud StopxEUM. >Tis not in the Jower even t:'f God to make a polite S ldier,
'The contrary obfervation with regard to the manners of foldiers takes place 1n our
days. This feems to mec a prefumption, that the ancients owed all their relinemens
and civility to books and ftudy; for which, indeed, a foldier’s lifc 15 not fo well
calculated. Company and the world is their fphere. And i there be any politenefs
to be learned from company, they will certainly have a confiderable fhare of 1t.

+ Tho’ all mankind have a ftrong propenfity to religion at certain times and 1n cei-
tain difpofitions; yet are there few or none, who have it to that degree, and with
Vor. 1. G g that
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As to phyfical canfes, 1 am inclined to doubt altogether of

thelr operation 1o this particular; nor do I think, that men owe
any

rhat conflancy, which is reguiiite to {uppert the charaéter of this profeflion. It muft,
therefore, happen, that clergimen, being drawn from the common mafs of mankind,
3s people are to other cmployments, by the views of profit, the greateft part, though
no atheuls or free-thinkers, will find 1t ncceflary, on particular occafions, to feign
inore devotion than they are, at that time, poflefled of, and to maintain the appear-
~nce of fervor and {erioufncefs, even when jaded with the exercifes of their religion,
or when they have thcir minds engaced 1 the coimmon occupations of life. Thep
muft not, like the reft of the world, give {cope to their natural movements and f{en-
timents : They muft fet a gusrd over their looks and words and actions: And in
order to fupport the veneration paid them by the ignorant vulgar, they muft not only
keep a remarkable referve, but muil promote the {pirit of {fuperftition, by a continued
grimace and hypocrify. This diffimulation often deftroys the candour and ingenuity
of their temper, and makes an irreparable breach in their character.

If by chance any of them be pofifeffed of a temper more fufceptible of devotion than

ufual, fo that he has but little occafion for hypocrify to {fupport the character of his
profeflion ;3 “tis {fo natural for him to over-rate this advantage, and to think that it
atones for every violation of morality, that frequently he is not more virtuous than the
aypocrite.  And though few dare openly avow thofe exploded opinions, rhat every
IZ*E';:g 15 f:z'uy’m’r:: the /Eu'uf.f_, and thuat rbqy alone bhave property 12 their gﬁﬁffi; yet we may
obferve, that thefe principles lurk in every bofom, and reprefent a zeal for religious
obfervances as {fo great amerit, that it may compenfate for many vices and enormities,

‘This obfervation 1s {fo common, that all prudent men arc on their guard, when they
mect with any extraordinary appearance of religion ; though at the fame time, they

confefs, that there are many exceptions to this general rule, and that probity and fu-
perfiition are not altogether incompatible.

Moft men are ambitious ; but the ambition of other men may commonly be {atisfied],
by excelling 1 their particular profeflion, and thereby promoting the interefts of fo-
ciety. The ambition of the clerpy can often be {atisfied only by promoting ignorance.
and fuperftition and implicit faith and pious frauds. And having got what Arcii-
ymepEs only wanted, (wiz. another world, en which he could fix his engines) no.
wonder they move this world at their pleafure,

Moft men have an over-wecning conceit of themfelves; but s/ have a peculiar
temptation to tnatvice, who are regarded with fuch veneration, and are even decmed’

{acred, by the ignorant muliitude,
Mo#ft
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any thing of their temper or genius to the air, food, or climate.

I confefs, that the contrary opinion may juftly, at firft fight,
feem

Moft men are apt to bear a particular regard for members of their own profeffion ;
but as a lawyer, or phyfician, or merchant does, each of them, follow out his bufi-
nefs apart, the interefts of thefe profeflions are not {o clofely united as the interefts of
clergymen of the {ame religion ; where the whole body gains by the veneration, paid
to their common tenets, and by the {upprellion of antagonifts.

I'ew men can bear contradiftion with patience; but the clergy too often proceed
even to a degree of fury on this article: Becaufe all their credit and livelihood de-

pend upon the belief, which their opinions meet with ; and they alone pretend to a
divine and {fupernatural authority, or have any colour for reprefenting their antagonifts
as impious and prophane. The Odium Theclogicur, or Theological Hatred, is noted
even to a proverb, and means that degree of rancour, which is the moft furious and

implacable.

Revengec is a very natural paflion to mankind ; but feems to reign with the greateft
force in priefts and women: Becaufe being deprived of the immediate exertion of
anger, 1n violence and combat, they are apt to fancy themfelves defpifed on that ac-

count 3 and their pride {fupports their vindi&ive difpofition.

Thus many of the vices of human nature are, by fixed moral caufes, inflamed in
that profeflion ; and though feveral individuals efcape the contagion, yet all wife go-
vernments will be on their guard againft the attempts of a fociety; who will for ever

combine into one faftion, and while 1t alts as a fociety, will for ever be actuated by

ambition, pride, revenge, and a perfecuting {pirit.

The temper of religion s grave and ferious ; and this is the chdrafter required of

priefts, which confines them to ftriét rules of decency, and commonly prevents irre-
cularity and intemperance amongft them. ‘The gaiety, much lefs the exceffes, of

pleafure, is not permitted in that body; and this virtue is, perhaps, the only one,
which they owe to their profeflion. In religions, indeed, founded on fpeculative prin-

ciples, and where public difcourfes make a part of rcligious fervice, it may alfo be
{uppofed that the clergy will have a confiderable fhare in the learning of the times ;

though ’tis certain that their tafte and eloquence will always be better than their fkill
in reafoning and philofophy. But whoever poffefles the other noble virtues of huma-

nity, meeknefs, and moderation, as very many of them, no doubt, do, is beholden

for them to nature or refle&tion, not to the genius of his calling.

Gg 2 *Twas
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{fecmm very probable; fince we find, that thefe cirenmflances
have an influence over every other animal, and that even thofe
creatures, which are fitted to live 1n all climates, {uch as dogs,
horfes, & c. do not attain the fame perfe&ion in all. The cou~
rage of bull-dogs and game-cocks {feems peculiar to ENGLAND,
F1LANDERS is remarkable for large and heavy horfes: Srain
for horfes light, and of good mettle. And any breed of thefe
creatures, traniported from one country into another, will {foon
lofe the qualities, which they derived from their native climate.
it may be afked, why not the {ame with men *?

There are few queftions more curious than this, or which will
occur oftener 1n our inquiries concerning human affairs; and

therefore 1t may be proper to give it a lerious examination,

‘The human mind 1s of a very imitative nature; nor 1s it pof-
fible for any {et of men to converie often together, without ac~

>T'was no bad expedient in the Romaws, for preventingy the firong effel of the
prieftly charater, to make it a law that no one fhould be received into the {acerdotat
office, till he was paft fifty years of age, Diox. Hali b, 1. The living a layman tili
that age, ’tis prefumed, would be able to fix the charatter.

* Cmsar ((de Bel!, Garvuico, Iib. 1.) fays that the Gavrrc horfes were very good ;
the Gernmax very bad. Wefind in hib. 7. that he was obliged to remount {fome GeRr-
MaxN cavairy with Garworc horfes. At prefent, no part of Evropre has {fo bad horfes
of all kinds as Fraxce: But GErRMaxyY abounds with excellent war horfes. This-
may beget a hittle {fufpicion, that even animals depend not on the climate ; but on the
d:frerent breeds, and on the fkill and care in rearing them. The north of ExcrLaxp
abounds in the beit horfes of 2]l kinds which are in the world, In the neighbtouring
counties, north fide the Tweep, no good horfes of any kind are to be met with.
STRaBO, ib. 2. rejeis, in a great meafure, the influence of climate upon men. Al
13 cuitom and education, {avs he. Itis not from nature, that the ATHEN1ANS ars
icarned, the Lacepemoviaxs ignorant, and the Tresans too, who are #till nearer
neighbours to the former. Ewen the difference of animals, ke adds, depends not oa
climate,

qurms
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quiring a {imilitude of manners, and communicating to each
other their vices as well as virtues. The propenfity to com-
pany and {ociety is ftrong 1in all rational creatures; and the {fame

difpofition; which gives us this propenfity, makes us ecnter
deeply 1nto each other’s {fentiments, and caufes like paffions and
inclinations to run, as it were by contagion, through the whole
club or knot of companions. Where a number of mcn are
united into one political body, the cccafions of their intercourfe
muft be fo frequent, for defence, commerce, and government,
that together with the fame {peech or language, they muft ac~
quire a refemblance in their manners, and have a common or
national charaéter, as well as a perfonal one, peculiar to each
individual. Now though nature produces all kinds of temper
and underftanding 1n great abundance, 1t follows not that fhe
always produces them 1in like proportions, and that in every
fociety the ingredients of induftry and indolence, valour and
cowardice, humanity and brutality, wildom and folly, will be
mixed after the fame manner. In theinfancy of {ociety, if any
of thefe difpofitions be found in greater abundance than the reft,
1t will naturally prevail 1n the compofition, and give a tin&ure
to the national charater. Or fhould 1t be aflerted, that no
{pecies of temper can reafonably be prefumed to predominate,
even in thofe contraéted focieties, and that the fame proportions
will always be preferved in the mixture; yet {urely the perfons
in credit and authority, being fhll a more contracted body,
cannot always be prefumed to be of the {ame charaCler; and
their influence on the manners of the people, mulit, at all tumes,
be very confiderable. If on the firft eftablifhmentof a republic,.
a Brutvus thould be placed in authority, and be traniported

with {uch an enthufiafm for liberty and public good, as to over-.
look
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look all the ties of nature, as well as private intereft, {uch an
i{luftrious example will naturally have an effe&k on the whole
fociety, and kindle the fame paffion 1n every bofom. Whatever
it be that forms the manners of one generation, the next muift
1imbibe a deeper tinture of the {ame dye; men being more fuf-
ceptible of all impreflions during infancy, and retaining thefe
unpreflions as long as they remain in the world. I aflert, then,
that all national charalters, where they depend not on fixed
snoral caules, proceed from {fuch accidents as thefe, and that

phyfical caules have no difcernable operation on the human
mind.

If we run over the whole globe, or revolve all the annals of
hiftory, we fhall difcover every where figns of this {ympathy or
contagion of manners, none of the influence of air or climate.

1. We may obferve, that where a very extenfive government
has been eftablifhed for many centuries, it {preads a national
charalter over the whole empire, and communicates to every
part a {imilitude of manners. Thus the CHiNESE have the
sreateft uniformity of chara&er imaginable; though the air
and climate, 1n different parts of thofe vaft dominions, admit
of very confiderable variations.

2. In {mall governments, which are contiguous, the people
have notwithftanding a different charater, and are often as dif=
tinguifhable in their manners as the moft diftant nations.
ATHENS and THEBES were buta fthort day’s journey from each
other ; though the ATHENI1ANS were as remarkable for inge-
nuity, politenefs, and gaiety, as the THEBaNs for dulnefs,
ruflicity, and a phlegmatic temper. PLUTARCH, difcourfing of |
the effeCts of air on the minds of men, obferves, that the inha-

bitants
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bitants of the PIR £um poflefled very different tempers from
thofe of the higher town of ATHENS, which was diftant about
four miles from the former: But I believe no one attributes the
difference of manners, in WAPPING and St. JAMEs’s, to 3 dif-

ference of air or climate.

3. The fame national character commonly follows the autho-
rity of government to a precile boundary ; and upon crofling a
river or pafling a mountain, one finds a new fet of manners,
with a new government. The ILANGUEDocI1ANs and Gas-
coNs are the gayeft people of all FRANCE ; but whenever you
pafs the PYRENEEs, you are among SPANIARDS. Is 1t con-
ceivable, that the qualities of the air thould change {o exaétly
with the Iimits of an empire, which depend {fo much on the-

accidents of battles, negociations, and marriages £

4. Where any fet of men, {cattered over diftant nations, have

a clofe fociety or communication together, they acquire a {imi-

htude of manners, and have but little in common with the na-

tions ainong whom they live. Thus the Jews in EUROPE,

and the ARMENIANS 1n the eaft, have a peculiar charalter; and
the former are as much noted- for fraud, as the latter for pro-
pity *.  The Fefuits 1n all Roman-catholic countries, are allo.

obierved to have a character peculiar to themielves.

5.. Where any accident, as a difference of language or reli-
gion, kecps two nations, inhabiting the fame country, from.

* Afmall {eét or fociety amadit a greater are commonly moft regularin their morals ;
hecaufe they are more remarked, .and the faults of individuals draw difhonour on the.

whole. The only exception tothis rule is, when the fuperftition and prejudices of the

large {fociety are {o {trong as to throw an infamy on the fmaller fociety, independent

of their morals. Forin that cafe, having no charalter either to fave or gain,. they be-

come carelefs of their behaviour, except among themfelves.
mIEII].g
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mixing with each other, they will preferve, during {feveral
centuries, a diftin& and even oppoiite fet of manners. The
integrity, gravity, and bravery of the TuRrks, form an exa&
contraft to the dcceit, levity, and cowardice of the modern

(GREEKS.

6. The {ame {et of manners will follow a nation, and adhere
to them over the whole globe, as well as the {ame laws and
language. The Spanisi, ENGrLisH, FRENCH and DurcH
colonies are all diftinguifhable even between the tropics.

7. The manners of a people change very confiderably from
one age to another; either by great alterations in their govern-
ment, by the mixtures of new people, or by that inconftancy,
to which all human affairs are {ubjeé&t. The ingenuity and in-
duftry ot the ancient GREEKs have nothing in comimon with
the {tupidity and indolence of the prefent inhabitants of thofe
regions. Candour, bravery, and love of liberty, formed the
charaéter of the ancient RomaxNs; as {fubtilty, cowardice, and
a {lavith difpofition do that of the modern. Theold SpPANIARDS
were reftlefs, turbulent, and fo addi&ted to war, that many of
them killed themfelves, when deprived of their arms by the
Romans *. One would find an equal difficulty, at prefent, (at
leaft one would have found 1t fifty years ago) to roufe up the
modern SPANIARDS to arms. The BATAvians were all {ol-
diers of fortune, and hired themielves into the RonM AN armaies.
‘Their pofterity make ufe of foreigners for the {ame purpofe that
the Roxawns did their anceftors. Though {fome few firokes of
the 'reNchr charaéter be the {fame with that, which Casar
has afcribed to the Gavrs; yet what comparifon between the

* Trv. Livir, Lib. 54. Cap. 17.
7 civility,
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civility, humanity, and knowlege of the modern inhabitants
of that country, and the ignorance, barbarity, and groflnefs of
the ancient? Not to infift upon the great difference between
the prefent poffeffors of BrRiTAIN, and thole before the Ro-
MAN conqueft; we may obferve that our anceftors, a few cen-
turies ago, were funk into the moft abje& fuperftition, laft cen-
tury they were inflamed with the moft furious enthufiafm, and
are now fettled into the moit cool indifference with regard to
religious matters, that 1s to be found in any nation of the

world.

8. Where feveral neighbouring nations have a very clofe
communication together, either by policy, commerce, or tra-
velling, they acquire a {imilitude of manners, proportioned to
the communication. Thus all the FRaNKs appear to have a
uniform charaéter to the eaftern nations. The differences
among them are like the peculiar accents of different provinces,
which are not diftinguifhable, except by an ear accuftomed to
them, and which commonly efcape a foreigner.

0. We may often remark a wonderful mixture of manners
and charaters 1in the {fame nation, {peaking the {ame language,

and {ubje& to the fame government: And in this particular the
ENGLIsH are the moft remarkable of any people, that perhaps
ever were 1n the world. Nor 1s this to be afcribed to the mu-
tability and uncertainty of their climate, or to any other phy-
[fical caufes; {ince all thefe caufes take place 1n their neighbour-
ing kingdom of ScoTLAND, without having the {ame effedt.
Where the government of a nation is altogether republican, 1t
1s apt to beget a particular {fet of manners. Where it is alto-
gether monarchical, 1t 1s more apt to nave the {fame effect; the

Vo, L H h 1mnitation
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imitation of fuperiors {preading the national manners fafter
among the people. If the governing part of a flate confifts al-
together of merchants, as in HoLL AND, their uniform way
of life will fix their character. If it confifis chiefly of nobles
and landed gentr}?, Iike GERMANY, FRANCE, and SraAIN,
the fame effeét follows. The genius of a particular feét or re—
ligion 15 alfo apt to mould the manners of a people. But the
ENGLISH government 1s a mixture of monmnarchy, ariftocracy,
and democracy. The people in authority are compofed of gen~
try and merchants. All fe€ts of religion are to be found among
them. And the great liberty and independency, which every
man enjoys, allows him to difplay the manners peculiar to him.
Hence the ENGL1sH, of any people in the univerfe, have the
leaft of a national charalter; unlels this very fingularity may
ftand for {uch..

If the charalters of men depended on the air and climate, the
degrees of heat and cold fhould naturally be expe&ed to have a
mighty influence ; {ince nothing has a greater effe& on all plants
and irrational animals. And indeed there is fome reafon to
think, that all the nations, which live beyond the polar circles
or between the tropics, are inferior to the reft of the {pecies,.
and are utterly incapable of all the hLigher attainments of the
human mind. The poverty and mifery of the northern inhabi-
tants of the globe, and the indolence of the fouthern, from
their few neceflities, may, perhaps, acccunt for this remarkable
difference, without our having recourfe to phyfical caufes.
This however i1s certain, that the chara&ers of nations are
very promiicuous in the temperate climates, and that almoft all

the general abfervations, which have been formed of the more
{outhern
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{outhern or more northern nations i1n thefe climates, are found

o be uncertain and fallacious *.

Shall we fay, that the neighbourhood of the fun inflames
the imagination of men, and gives it a peculiar Ipirit and viva-
city. TheFRENCH, GREEKS, EcyrpTrans, and PErRs1ANS
are remarkable for gaiety. The SpaniarDps, Turks, and
CHI1NESE are noted for gravity and a {erious behaviour, with-
out any {uch difference of climate, as to produce this difference
of temper.

The GREEKS and RoMmAans, who called all other nations bar-
barians, confined genius and a fine underftanding to the more
{outhern climates, and pronounced the northern nations inca-
pable of all knowlege and civility, But BriTa1x has pro-
duced as great men, either for action or learning, as GREECE
or ITALY has to boait of.

>Tis pretended, that the {fentiments of men become more de-
Jicate as the country approaches nearer the fun; and that the

* I am apt to {ufpect the negroes, and in general all the other {pecies of men (for -
there are four or five different kinds) to be naturally inferior to the whites. There
never was a civilized nation of any other complexion than white, nor even any indi-
_ vidual eminent either in ation or {peculation. No ingenious manufatures amongft
them, no arts, no {ciences. On the other hand, the moft rude and barbarous of the
whites, fuch as the ancient GErRMANS, the prefent TArRTaRrRs, have {lill fomething
‘eminent about them, in their valour, form of government, or {fome other particular.
Suclh a uniform and conftant difference could not happen, in {o many countries and
agcs, if nature had not made an original diftinction betwixt thefe breeds of men.
Not to mention our colonies, there are Necror flaves difperfed all over Evrorz, of
which none ever difcovered any {ymptoms of ingenuity ; though low pecople, without
any education, will ftart up amongit us, and diftinguith them{elves in every profeflion.
In JaMmaica indeed they talk of one negroe as a man of parts and learning; but ’tis
likely he is admired for very flender accomplithments, like a parrot, who fpeaks a few

words plainly.
H h e tafte
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tafte of beauty and clegance receives proportionable improve-
ments in every latitude; as we may particularly obferve of the
languages, of which the more fouthern are finooth and melo-
dious, and the northern harfh and untuneable. DBut this ob-
{ervagon holds not univerfally. The ArRAaBIcC i1s uncouth and
difagrceable: The MuscovITE foft and mufical. Enecrgy,
firength, and harfhnefs form the charatter of the LaTin
tongue: The ITarLian 1sthe moft liquid, {mooth, and effemi-
nate language that can poilibly be 1magined. Ivery language
will depend fomewhat on the manners of the people; but
much more on that original ftock of words and founds, which
they received from theiwr anceftors, and which remain unchange-
able, even while their manners admit of the greateft altera-
tions., Who can doubt, but the ENGLIsH are at prefent a
much more polite and knowing people than the GREEKs were
for {feveral ages after the fiege of TrRoOY? Yet there 1s no
compariion between the language of MiLToON and that of
IFToxERr. Nay, the greater are the alterations and improve-
ments, which happen in the manners of a people, the lefs
can be expedted in their language. A few eminent and refined
cgeniufes will communicate their tafte and knowlege to a whole
people, and produce the greateft improvements: But they fix
the tongue by their writings, and prevent, in fome degree, its

P

{arther Changcs.

Lord Bacox has obflerved, that the inhabitants of the {outh
are, 1 general, more ingenious than thofe of the north; but
that, where the native of a cold climate has genius, he rifes to
a higher pitch than can bereached by the fouthern wits. 'This

Oh-
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obfervation a late writer * confirms, by comparing the fouthern
wits to cucumbers, which are commonly all good of their kind ;
but at beft are an infipid fruit: YWhile the northern geniufes
are ike melons, of which not one in fifty is good; but when
it 1s {o, 1t has an exquifite relith. I believe this remark may be
allowed juit, when confined to the EURoOPE AN nations, and to
the prelent age, or rather to the preceding one: But then I
think 1t may be accounted for from moral caufes. All the
{ciences and liberal arts have been imported’ to us from the
fouth ; and ’us ealy to imagine, that, in the firft ardor of ap-
plication, when excited by emulation and by glory, the few,
who were addited to them, would carry them to the greateft
height, and ftretch every nerve, andevery faculty, to reach the
pinnacle of perfection. Such illuftrious examples {prcad know-
lege every where, and begot an univer{al efteem for the {ciences:
After which, ’tis no wonder, that induftry relaxes; while men
meet not with fuitable encouragement, nor arrive at {uch di-
ftintion by theiwr attainments. The univerfal diffufion of
learning among a people, and the intire banithment of grofs
ignorance and ruofticity, 1s, therefore, feldom attended with
any remarkable perfection in particular perfons. It {eems to be
taken for granted in the dialegue de Oraieribusy that knowlege
was much more common in VESPasI AN’s age than that of Ci-
CERO or AUGUsTUs. QUINCTILIAN alio complains of the
profanation of learning, by its becoming too vulgar. ¢ For-.
“ merly,”” {fays JUVENAL, ¢ {cience was confined to GREECE
¢“ and ITAarLy. Now the whole world emulate ATHENs and
¢« Rome. EloquentGavw has taught BR1i1aA1N, knowing in
““ the laws. Even THULE entertdins thoughts of hiring rhe-

* Dr. Berkeley: Minute Philofepher.
¢ toricians
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- ¢ toricians for its inftrudtion ¥, 'This flate of learning is re-
markable; bccaufe JuvENAL 1s himielf the laft of the Roman
writers, who poflcfied any degree of genius. Thole, who fuc-
cceded, are valued for nothing but the matters of fa&, of
which they give us information. I hope the late converfion of
Mvuscovy to the fludy of the {ciences will not prove a like

prognoflic to the prefent period of learning.

Cardinal BENTIVOGLIO gives the preference to the northern
naticns above the fouthern with regard to candour and {ince-
rity ; and mentions, on the one bhand, the SpPANIARDs and
ITALIANS, and on the other, the FLEMINGS and GERMANS.
But I am apt to think, that this has happened by accident.
The ancient Roarans {feem to have been a candid fincere peo-
plc, as are the modern TuRrRKs. But if we muft needs fuppofe,
that this event has arifen from fixed caufes, we may only con-
clude from it, that all extremes are apt to concur, and arc com-
monly attended with the {fame confequences. Treachery 1s the

ufual concomitant of i gnorance and barbari{in ; and if civilized
nations ever embrace fubtle and crooked politics, ’tis from an
excels of refinement, which makes them difdain the plain direét

road to power and glory.

Moft conquefts have gone from north to fouth ; and hence it
has been inferred, that the northern nations poflefs a fuperior
degree of courage and ferocity. But it would have been jufter

* ¢ Sed Cantaber unde
Stoicus ? antiqui prafertim atate Metells,
Nunc totus Graras, noftrafque habet orbis ATHENAS.
Gavrvria caufidicos docuit facunda BriTrannos ¢
De conducendo loquitur jam rhetore THULE.” Satyr. 15.

10

*D
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to have {aid, that moft conquefts are made by poverty and want
upon plenty and riches. The SARACENSs, leaving the deferts
of AkAB1a, carried their conquefts northwards upon all the
fertile provinces of the RomM AN empire; and mct the Turks
halt way, who were coming fouthwards from the deferts of

"TARTARY.

An eminent writer ¥ has remarked, that all couragious ani-
mals are alio carnivorous, and that greater courage 1s to be ex-
pected 1n a people, {fuch as the EncLisH, whole food 1s firong’
and hearty, than in the half-flarved commonalty of other
countries. But the SWEDEs, notwithftanding their difadvan-
tages in this particular, are not inferior, in martial courage, to

any nation that ever was in the world.

In general, we may obferve, that courage, of all national
qualities, i1s the moft precarious ; becaufe it 1s exerted only at
intervals, and by a few in every nation; whereas indufiry,
knowlege, civility, may be of conftant and univerfal ufe, and
for {fevcral ages, may become habitual to the whole people. If
courage be preferved, 1t muft be by  dicipline, example and
opinionn. The tenth legion of Ca&sar, and the regiment of
PicArRDY 1n FRANCE were formed promifcuoully from among’

the citizens; but having once entertained a notion, that they
were the beft troops in the {ervice, this very opinion really made

them {uch. )

As a proof how much courage depends on opinion, we may
oblerve, that of the two chief tribes of the GREEKsS, the Do-
RIANsS, and IoN1AaNS, the former were always eftcemed, and

* Sir Wirnriam TemrLE’s account of the Netherlands..
a‘lway‘s-
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always appeared more brave and manly than the latter; though
the coloniecs of both .the tribes were interfperfed and inter-

mingled through all the extent of GREECE, the lefler Asia,
SiciLY, ITALY, and the iflands of the AGeEAN {ea. The
ATHENIANS were the only IoN1ANS that ever had any repu-
tation for valour or military atchievements; though even thefe

were elteemed inferior to the LACEDEMONIANS, the braveit
of the Dori1.ixNs.

The only obfervation, with regard to the differences of men
in different climates, on which we can reft any weight, 1s the
vulgar one, that people 1n the northern regilons have a greater
inclination to ftrong liquors, and thofe 1n the fouthern to love

and women. One can aflign a very probable phyfical caule for
this difference. Wine and diftilled {pirits warm the frozen

blood in the colder climates, and fortify men againft the inju-
ries of the weather: As the genial heat of the {fun, in -the

countries expofed to his beams, inflames the blood, and exalts
the paflion between the {fexes.

Perhaps too, the matter may be accounted for by moral
caufes. All firong Iiquors are rarer in the north, and confe-
quently are more coveted. ID1OoDORUs SicuLus * tells us;
that the:GavULs in his time were great drunkards, and much
addi&ted to wine; chiefly, I {uppole, from its rarity and no-
velty. On the other hand, the heat in the fouthern climates,

obliging men and women to go half-naked, thereby renders

% [:75. 5. The{ame autior alcribes taciturnity to that people; a ncw proof that

national characters may alter very much. "Taciturnity, as a national charalter, im-

plies unfociablenefs. ArisToTLE iIn his Politics, book 2. chap. ¢. fays that the

GavuwLs are the only warlike nation who are negligent of women.

their
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their frequent:commerce more dangerous, and inflames their
mutual paflion.- This makes parents and hufbands more jea-
lous and referved ; which ftill farther inflames the paffion. Not
to mention, that as women ripen fooner in the fouthern regions, -
’tis neceflary to obierve greater jealoufy and care in their educa- -
tion; it being evident, that a girl of twelve cannot poflefs
equal difcretion to govern this paflion, with one, who feels not
its violence till {he be. leventeen or eighteen.

Pérhadps too,  the fat '1s falfe, that nature has, either from -
moral or phyfical caufes, diftributed thefe different inclinations
to. the different climates. 'The ancient GREEKS, though born
in a warm climate, {eem to have been much addicted-to the
bottle ; nor were their parties -of plealure any thing but
matches of drinking among the men, who palfled their time
altogether apart from -the fair fex.  Yet when ALEXANDER
led the GREEKs into PERsIA, a fill more {outhern climate,
they multiplied their debauches of this kind, in imitation of the
PeRrsIAN manners *. . So honourable was the character of a
drunkard among the PErRs1aNs, that CYRUs the younger, {o-
liciting the fober LACEDEMONIANS for fuccour againft his bro-
ther ART AXERXES, claims it chiefly on account of his fuperior
endowments, as more valorous, more bountiful, and a better
drinkert. DARIus HyYsTasPEs made 1t be infcribed on his
tomb-{tone, among his other virtues and princely qualities, that
no one could bear a greater quantity of hquor. You may ob--
tain any thing of the NEGROES by offering them ftrong drink s

® BABYLONII maxime in wirum, &5 que ebrictatens figuuntur, cfufi fant, QUINTs

Cur. Lib. 5. Cap. 1.
+ PruT. Symre. Lib. 1. Quzft, 4.

VoL. L. | 1 and
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and may eafily prevail with them to fell, not only their parents,
but their wives and miftrefles, for a cafk of brandy. In
IraNcEand ITALY few drink pure wine, except in the great-
eft heats of fummer; and indeed, 1tis then almoft as neceflary,
in order to recruit the {pirits, evaporated by heat, as 1t 1s 1n
SwEDEN, during the winter, in order to warm the bodies con-
gealed by the rigour of the {eafon.

If jealoufy be regarded as a proof of an amorous difpofition,
no people were more jealous than the MuscoviTEs, before
their communication with EUROPE had {fomewhat altered their .
manners 1n this particular.

But {uppofing the fact true, that nature, by phyfical prin-
ciples, has regularly diftributed thefe two paflions, the one to
the northern, the other to the {fouthern regions; we can only
infer, that the climate may affe&t the grofler and more bodily
organs of our frame; not that it can work upon thofe finer
organs, on which the operations of the mind and underftanding
depend. And this 1s agreeable to the analogy of nature. The
races of animals never degenerate when carefully tended ; and
horfes, 1n particular, always fhow their blood in their fhape,
{pirit and fwiftnefs: But a coxcomb may béget a philofopher;
as a man of virtue may leave a worthlefs progeny. |

I {hall conclude this {fubje&t with obierving, that though the
pailion for hquor be much mcre brutal and debafing than love,
which, when properly managed, 1s the {fource of all politenefs
and refinement; yet this gives not {fo great an advantage to
the fouthern climates, as we may be apt, at firft fight, to ima-

gine.



OF NATIONAL CHARACTERS. 243

gine. When love goes beyond a certain pitch, it renders men
jealous, and cuts off the free intercourfe between the {fexes,
on which the politenefs of a nation will commonly much de-
pend. And if we would {ubtilize and refine upon this point
we might obferve, that nations, in very temperate climates,
ftand the faireft chance for all forts of improvement; their
blood not being {o much inflamed as to render them jealous,
and yet being warm enough to make them let a due value on

the charms and endowments of the fair fex.




