lﬁ s

THE

ADVANTAGES or SEARCHING Ttoe SCRIPTURES.

A SERMON

PREACHED BEFORE

THE SOCIETY IN SCOTLAND
FOR PROPAGATING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE;

,)f'f/ ,
g S )
AT THE ANNIVERSARY MERTING .- —&7 7 272 £ 08

- +Iﬂmm|-

IN THE HIGH CHURCH OF EDINBURGH,

Ox Tuurspay, June 7. 1787,

BY GEORGE HILL, D. D.

ONE OF THE MINISTERS OF THE CITY AND

PROFESSOR OF GREEK IN THE UNIVERSITY, OF ST. ANDREWS}
AND DEAN OF THE ORDER OF THE THISTLE.

SEARCH 't HE SCRIPTURES. JouxN, v. 19,

EDINBURGH:

PRINTED BY MARTIN AND M DOWALL,
FOR THE SOCIETY};
A¥D SOLD BY W. GRAY FRONT OF THE EXCHANGE,
nno 1787, |



EDINBURGH, JUNE 7. 1987,

At a General Meeting of the Society in Scetland for
Propagating Chriftian Knowledge,

T w5 Thanks of the Society avere given from the Chaii (o
the Reve Dr. George Hill for bis excellent Sevinon picached
before them this day; ard, being requefled, be gave bis M-
nifeript of the faine to be printed for the benzfit of the Sc-
c1ely.

JOHN MFARLAN, &




T0 THE RIGHT FONOURALDLE

THOMAS EARL OF KINNOUL,

PRYESIDENT OF THE SCOCIETY IN SCOTLAND FOR
PROPACGATING CHPISTIAN KNOWLEDGE,

CHANCELLOR OF TIIE UNIVERSITY OF St. ANDREWS, . &%,

MY LORD,

T BE commands of that Society over
awhich your Lordfhip prefides, have afforded
me an opportunity of expreffing, in this public

manncr, my gratitude to my Patron.

My obligations to your Lordfbip are too per-
fonal to admit the ufual flile of Dedications. But,
when I folicited your permiffion fo infcribe to
your Lordbip a plain difcounrfe awwhich bad
been honoured with your approbation, I was de-
Jircus of conveying to thofe who may read i,
that one very firong molive lo exeriion in the
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difcharge of my duty, bas been an earncff defire

of appearing, in your eycs, not altogether un-
aworthy of the countenance and protettion which

1 bave received from your Lordfbip, for twenty
years, iz all the varicties of my life.

1 bawe the bonour to be,
With the bigheff rofpect and effcem,
MY LORD,
Your Lordfbip’s moft obliged,

And inoft devoted fervant,

GEORGE HILL,



4 SERMON

ADVANTAGES oF SEARCHING 11 SCRIPTURES.

Joun v. 39.

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES.

THE books of the Old and New Teila-

ment are received, with reverence, by the
whole Chriftian world. All in every land,
who name the name of Jefus, agree in ac-
knowledging them to be the Scriptures gi-
ven by infpiration of God: but they differ
in the method of teftifying their reverence.
The Church of Rome, profefling to confi-
der this treafure as too facred, and too lia-
ble to abufe, to be committed to ordinary
hands, lock 1t up in a tranflation which is
now underftood only by the learned; and

they communicate to the people fuch par-
A
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cels,with fuch interpretations as they judge
expedient. That great body of Chrithans,
on the other hand, who have {eparated
from the Church of Rome, adopting this
precept of our Lord as the principle of
their feparation, have been careful to dif-
tribute copies of the Scriptures in a known
tongue. For more than two centuries the
Scriptures have been publithed 1n that lan-
guage which is moft generally {poken in
Great Britain. There 1s no book {fo uni-
verfally fpread amongft us: none of the
{ame fize that may be {o cheaply purcha-
{fed. It is putinto the hands of the people
in their childhoad; it continues their com-
panicn through life; and all the authornty
which they are accuftomed to refpect con-
curs in enjoining the fzarch of the Scrip-

tuares.

WHILE the greater part of the inhabi-
tants of this ifland thus found eafy accefs
to the Scriptures in their native tongue,

while the progrefs of improvement in the
low countries was daily increafing the
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number of thofe, who, even-in the hum-
bler ranks of life, receive that education
which qualifies them to read the Scriptures,
the Society, before whom I now {peak, di-
rected their attention to thofe corners of
the ifland, where the fituation of the na-
tives was much more unfavourable. Their
original charter grants them power * to
receive contributions and therewith to e-
re&t and maintain fchools in the Highlands
and iflands of Scotland, for the purpofe of

teaching to read, efpecially the Holy Scrip-
tures.”” Under this authority, they have

procceded, during the courfe of this cen-
tury, gradually extending their {chools,
with the increafe of their capital, through
the moft convenient ftations: They re-
quire the mafters whom they employ, to
teach the {cholars to read and {peak the
Englith tongue, and to tranflate Gaelic into
Englith: They diftribute Englifh biblesto
thofe fcholars whofe parents are unable to
buy them; and, knowing the predilection
which the inhabitants of thofe difiricts

have for their native language, they have
A2
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invited them to fearch the Scriptures, by
publiihing firft the New Teftament, after-

wards the Pentateuch, and lately the Pro-
phets, in the Gaelic tongue; and they have
given notice that a tranflation of the re-
maining books of the Old Teftament is
very foon to follow.

Tuis great work, by which the Society
inScotland for propagating Chriftian know-
ledge are juit about to crown their pious
labours, has naturally direCted my attens
tion to the {ubjeét which my text prefents.
Many ufeful and important topics con-
nected with the inftitution of this Society,
have been illuftrated with diftinguithed
learning and eloquence upon fimilar occa-
fions. But I may hope that I fhall not
perform an wunacceptable fervice to thofe
before whom I {peak, while I contribute my
endeavours to promote the primary object
of their attention; while, with the zeal of
a good citizen, with the plainnefs and ear-
neltnef{s which become a preacher of the
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gofpel, I recommend to my countrymen
the fearch of the Scriptures,

I sHALL endeavour to ftate the advan
tages which may be derived from fearch-
ing the Sriptures; and I fhall then fug-
geft fome directions for {fearching them fo
as to reap thofe advantages,

I. SEArRcHING the Scriptures is ufeful
for our i1nformation<—for our comfort—
for the direcétion of our conduc&t.

1. Searching the Scripteres is ufeful for our

fzgfbrmaz‘fa;z,

“ ALL Scripture,”’ {fays the Apoftle Paul,

“ 1s profitable for do&rine,” that is, for
teaching truth, ¢ and for reproof,” that is,

for confuting error. I comprehend both,
when I fay, that fearching the Scriptures
is ufeful for information.
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WHEN the Scriptures were firft publifh-
ed, they brought to light many important
truths: They were eagerly read by thofe
who received them; and the different parts
of them were compared 1n order to attain

the full meaning of that which they taught.
The importance of the {ubject {till remains;
but 1t has become lefs interefting by the
want of novelty. Thofe who live in a
Chriftian country are trained in the faith
of that fyftem which the Scriptures reveal:
Their curiofity is early fatisfied; and as
they advance 1n life, and engage in a2 mul-
tiplicity of bufinefs, they are ready to ac-
count the fearch of the Scriptures a duty

lefs needful than it was in former times,
becaufe they fuppofe that the knowledge

conveyed in them is now completely in-
corporated with the whole mafs of human
knowledge, and may eafily be acquired by
converfation, by the eftablithed. methods
of inftru®ion, and by other books.

THIS is the amount of that apology,
which many, who acknowledge the divine
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authority of the Scriptures, pretend to of-
fer for the very finall portion of their time
which they {pend in reading them; and by
this carelefs apology, they would reprefent
that duty which my text prefcribes to all,
as the bufinefs of a particular profeflion,
or as one of the many amufements which

leifure and curiofity open to the learned.

IT 15 obvious that this. apology is very
inconfiftent with that love of truth; that
{pirit of enquiry, that hiberty of judgment
which are defervedly the boaft of modern
times. Why fhould thofe who are com-
manded * not to call any man their mafter
upon earth,” {fubmit to human f{yftems of
Chriftian do&rine as the rule of their faith,
when the book from which every {yltem
profefles to derive its authority, is put into
their hands? Does it not become every
man, in a matter of fuch importance,
“ to judee of himfelf what is right;” to
learn “ the truth, as it is in Chrift Jefus,”
from thofe to whom it was communicatad
by the Spirit, and to avoid the impuri-
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ties which this living water may have con.
trated in the channels that have convey-
ed it to us, by drinking 1t unmixed at the
fountain-head?

Ir the evidence of our Holy Religion
could be comprifed within the compafs of
a fhort demonftration, and if faith were
nothing more than an aflent to the truth
thus demonftrated, there might appear to
be lefs occafion for {earching theScriptures.
But it 1s well known, that the argument
for the truth of Chriftianity confifts of a
multitude of circumftances which are not

perceived at one view, but are gradually
imprefied upon the mind; and even that

faith, which i1s .the foundation of the
Chriftian character, 1s a trial of the good-

nefs and honefty of the heart. Searching
the Scriptures is, in this way, an effential
part of the education of a Chriftian. A per-
fon who has been accuftomed to admire
the laboured produétions of human genius,
1s not at firft delighted with the fimplicity
and fublimity of the word of God. “The
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ratural man receiveth not the things of
God, for they are foolifhnefs to him.”
But by fearching the Scriptures, our under-
ftanding 1s enlarged {o as to receive the
whole counfel of God. By comparing
things {piritual with fpiritual, we are ena-
bled to difcern them; and, when “the word
cf Chrift dwells 1in us richly,’” wec come
to have 1n ourfelves that witnefs which is
to us the moft fatisfying, how far {uperior
the Scriptures are to all human compofi-
tions.

EvEry perfon knows that the Scriptures
contain preditions of future events; and
every Chriftian has a general imprefiion
that many of thefc predictions have been
accomplifthed. But it 1s only by reviewing
them frequently,and comparing them with
hiftory, that we can attain any conception
how literal and how minute that fulfilment
has been. “Search theScriptures,” {ays Jefus,
“for thefe are they whichteitify of me.” The

predictions of the Old Teftament refpecting
the Meffiah, and the hiftory of the Divine
B
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Perfon who appears in the New Tefta.
ment claiming that character, illuftrate, in
the moft beautiful manner, the continui-
ty of the whole difpenfation of grace;
and they furnifh an inftance of the fulfil-
ment of prophecy, which has this peculiar
advantage, that extent of reading and
depth of refie€tion are not neceflary in or-
der to judge of it. That book which 1s in
the pofletlion of every Chriftian, contains
both the prophecy and the event: the pro-
greflive opening of the prophecy from the
beginning of the world till the event draws
near, may be traced by every reader; the
hiftory of the event perpetually leads him
back to the preditian; and the refem-
blance is {o firiking that he cannot avoid
making a compariion.—Thofe who have
leifure and opportunity for further re-
{earches are able to trace the fulfilment of
many other prophecies: The fubjeét has
undergone much difcufiion; and that co-
incidence between the predi¢tion and the
event, which, in numberlefs inftances, afto-
nithes thofe to whom it 1s firflt prefen.ted,
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has only been placed in a more ftriking
light by the moft laborious and learned in-
veftigations. There are, it is true, many
prophecies in Scripture which are {till very
imperfeétly underftood. But variocus e-
vents have explained to us fome parts of
thefe prophecics, and give us aflurance that
every word has a meaning, and will have
an accomplithment. We endeavour, there-
fore, by fearching the Scriptures, to catch
the light which, in the courfe of Divine
Providence, is gradually refie&ted upon
what we do not underftand; and, although
we acknowledge the vanity of attempting
to foretel future events by a conjeftural ex-
plication of dark exptreflions, vet, judging
from what we have f{ecen, we regard the
prophecies contained 1n the Scriptures as
an evidence of their divine original, which
grows with the lapfe of time, which cannot
be overturned by any corruptions in the
Chriftian Church, by any power of {fophii-
try or of ridicule in 1ts encmies; and we
reft in faith and hope, that, tO fome of the

renerations of men, this evidence will be
B2
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{fo clearly illuftrated by the fuccefhon of
events in the Church of Chrift, as to con-
vince even thofe who fhall then be mofit

difpofed to refift the truth.

Arr who believe 1n the exiftence of a
fupreme Being, may know from theworks
of nature, that “ he does marvellous things
which we cannot comprehend;” and all
who believe in the extraordinary revela-
tions which he has vouchfafed to the hu-
man race, receive them upon the faith of
thofe figns and wonders by which they
were ufhered into the world. But the ex-
tent of power therein difplayed, the work-
ing of that Almighty arm, which, by me-
thods in our eyes the moft unlikely, has
condufted, from the beginning of the
world, the great {chemes of Divine Provi-

dence, are thought of with becoming reve-
rence only by the perfons who read and

ponder the {imple accounts of thofe trani-
actions which the Scriptures contain. In
the miracles of the gofpel efpecially, it 1s
not merely the power, but the mixture of
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power and grace, the condefcenfion, ten-
dernefs, and delicacy, which the narration
of the Evangelifts exhibits, that chara&tar-
i1{e the works of Jefus, and fhew to an at-
tentive reader the hand of God, with the

man °“ who went about doing good.”

As the fearch of the Scriptures is profi-
table for “ doltrine,” for teaching us the
excellence and the evidence of religion, it
is profitable alfo * for reproof,” and in
this refpedt, too, it may be {faid to extend

our information.

ManNy circumftances have conf{pired to
render the Scriptures a favourite fubjact
of ridicule and {fophiftry to the {corner;
and thofe who are f{trangers to this book
are eafily mifled by his words, becaufe they

are unable to give any rational account of
the detached paflages which they hear him

mifreprefent. Butthat acquaintance with

the general fcheme of the Scriptures, with
the connection and dependency of the fe-

veral parts, which is acquired by reading
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them carefully, prepares a Chriftian to give
an anfwer to every one that afketh a reafon
of the hope thatis in him, and qualifies
him to difcern the futlity of thofe ob-

je@ions which arife from partial views, or
from the petulance of men “who fpeak evil

of the things which they know not.”

“Reproor’ is neceflary, not for the
fcorner only, but al{o for the falfe prophet.
The faith and practice of Chriftians have
been often perverted, and their confciences
have been fubjeéted to the traditions and
commandmentsofmen. They who weremif~
led fell intothiscorruptionand{lavery by ne-
glecing to {earch theScriptures: They were
delivered out of it by that pure and com-
pleteinformatienwhichistobederived from

the word of God. It was after the Church

of Rome had taken away the key of know-
ledge, and forbidden the people the ufe of
this book, that the was able to 1mpofe the
full weight of that grievous yoke under
which the Chrifhan world long groaned:
And it was when our forefathers prefumed
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to open this book, that they began to make
themfelves free. From hence they derived
irrefiftible weapons. By the light of Scrip-
ture, they expofed to fcorn the fabulous le-
gends, the abfurdities, the idolatry, and
the uncharitable fpirit of thofe who had
kept them in bondage. The various forms
of error, with all the fanc¢tion which they
‘derived from authority, cuftom, and fuper-
{tition, were unable to fland before the
truth: And the fearch of the Scriptures
hath eftablifhed that rational fyftem of
taith, that fpiritual worfhip, thofe rights
of private judgment and mutual toleration,
and thofe pure conceptions of Chriftian
duty, which are the glory of the reformed
churches.—If ever a night of {uperftition
fhall again overfpread the Chriftian world,
it will arife from that neglec of the Scrip-
tures which grows with the impiety of mo-
dern times; for the ignorant are always
an ealy prey to impofture, while every well
inftructed Chriftian raifeth, in his place, a

mound againft the return of {piritual ty-
ranny.
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It is the honour of the Society before

whom I {peak that they have trodden in
the path of the fir{t Reformers. By teach-
ing the inhabitants of the Highlands and

i{lands of Scotland, to read the Holy Scrip-
tures, and by furnifhing them with copies
of this book 1n the Gaelic tongue, they
take the moft effctual method of combat-
ing the errors of Popery 1n thofe diftricts
where that corrupted form of Chriftianity

{till prevails. They oppofe to the feducing
arts of Popifh teachers that knowledge
which fuch teachers have always bcen
moft {olicitous to fupprefs; and they cn-

able thofe who fat in darknefs, to adopt
the words in which David celebrates the
information derived from that part of the

Scriptures which was publithed in his
days. “ Thou, through thy command-
ments, haft made me wifer than mine
enemies; for they are ever with me. I
underftand more than the ancients, fos
thy teftimonies are my meditation.”



3. Searching the Scriptares is ufeful for our
Comfori.

'Tue underftanding of man is delighted
and imiprovéd by receiving information:
but he ftands in need of fomething more.
The goods which this world offers are una
able to fatisfy his foul; and all the objets
to which he clings upon earth confefs their
infufficiency at thofe very times when he
has the moft otcafion for fupport. Amidft
the viciflitudes and calamities to which his
life is expofed, he has direlted his eyes
from earth to heaven, and, by making his
¢omplaint to thofe fuperior beings whom
unaflifted reafon taught him to acknow-
ledge, he has fought to find, in a communi-

cation with them, that relief which the
creatures were unable to yield. But this

pureft fource of comfort was early empoil-

oned by idolatry and fuperftition. The

human mind, in its wanderings, forfook

the living God; and that which was call-
C
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ed relicion, became, in fome refpects, fo
childifh, that it could not reach a wound-
ed fpirit; and in others, fo gloomy, that
it added to the natural: horror of afllic-

t1on.

How defirable, then, to man is that fa-

cred. book, where all the revelations which
the true God hath made of himielf are

colle©ted for his benefit; where religion,
firipped of thofe terrors which are net its

own, and no longer clouded by the mif-
takes of human fancy, appears with its

native power of icothing and invigorating
the mind.

WE fee, in the Scripures, one Almighty
Being, the Creator and Preferver of all
thofe parts of nature which the blinded
nations fuppofed to be animated by a mul-
tiplicity of gods, providing this earth with
every thing neceflary for the fuftemance
and amufement of 1its nebleft inhabitant;
extending a fatherly care over all the off-
{pring of that one pair whom he made af-
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ter his own image, and exercifing,in a va-
riety of difpenfations, that moral govern-
ment of which they are the fit fubjects:
We fee him employing the illumination
of one pecple, to preferve, in the midit of
idolatry and wickednefs, the knowledge
and the hopes of true religion, and pre-
paring the world, by the conduct of a
fcheme of Providence which was opened
from the beginning, for the appearance of
that Perfon, who came, in the fulnefs of
time, from the bofom of his Father, to de-
clare him unto us, whofe death is the a-
tonement for the fins of the world, whofe
refurre@ion is the affurance that his facri-
ficewas accepted, “who entered 1nto glory,
that our faith and hope might he 1n God;”
and who{e religion, {pread over the world
by the powey that i. given unto him, is
the appointed mean of enlightening the
blinded nations, and of uuiting the whole
human race in the knowledge, the worihip,
and the love of one God and Father of all,
through one Mediator, the man Chrift
Jetus. |
C2
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Tuis is the {yftem of grace and confola-
tion which the Scriptures unfold. It brings
to the heart of man,under every perplexity,
every fear, and every {orrow, that precious
balm which the world cannot give: It
cheers thofe who know no other joy; and,
while 1t alleviates the burdens of this life,
it opens the moft delightful profpedts af-
ter the time of bearing them is at an
end. |

THE truth of this fyftem is believed by
all who receive the Scriptures: Its power
in healing the broken-hearted is felt only
by thofe who fearch them: For the con-
folation of the Scriptures is not concentra-
ted in one part of this Sacred Book, but,
with divine munificence, is fcattered
throughout the whole in all different forms,
and they who make the moft diligent fearch
gather the largeft ftore. In the Scriptures,
that power, wifdom, and goodnefs which,
when united, form the proper obje&t of
truft to a feeble ignorant creature, are ex-
hibited in the moft ftriking light, not by
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aefcription merely, but by a record of their
various exertions: Thewhole extent of crea~
tion, and the whole condué of providence
are perpetually prefented to us, in this
book, under that afpe& which enables us
to underftand from them the loving-kind-
nefs of the Lord; and the death of Chnft
1s ftated as the facred pledge given to man
that the Lord 1s gracious, and full of com-
paflion. * Whatfoever things were writ-
ten here afore-time, were written for our
learning, that we, through patience and
comfort of the Scriptures, might have
hope.” The meflages fent by the ancient

prophets to thofe nations with whom the
Almighty was pleafed to maintain a {pecial
intercourfe, abound with the moit conde-
{cending views of the Divine Majefty, the
moft rich and tender promifes. In the
many hiftories of good men which the
Scriptures record, we {fee the fulfilment of
thofe promifes, the watchful care of Pro-
vidence exemplified, the friends of God
ever with him, afflicted yet not forfaken,
chaftened in faithfulnefs and in love, raifed



( 22 )

out of the depth of afflition, and com-

pafled about with fongs of deliverance.
Their experience of his goodnefs removes

our diftruft; their expreflions of thank-
fulnefs rebuke our murmurings. When
we read the prayers and praifes which
their pious {ouls breathed, our hearts begin
to fympathife with theirs; and when, in
fimilar circumftances, we adopt the fame
language, we fcel our breafts glow with
a portion of their {fpirit. There 1s no fitu-
ation in all the viciflitudes of human life
to which fome expreflions in the Pfalms
are not appofite. Every devout perion
finds his own condition delineated; and
the oftener he draws out of this well, he
1imbibes the more fully the fentuments
which that condition ought to infpire.

CouLDp we promife to pafs through lifc
without forrow and without change, we
might account the precept in my text a
needlefs injunction. But 1if our gracious
Father, knowing that man 1s born to trou-
ble, hath provided in the Scriptures a cor-



( 23 )

dial adapted to every capacity and every
tafte, 1t 1s {urely our wildom to uie it
The carelefs reader muft mifs the treafure

contained in a book where the moft inter-
efting hiftories, the moft {fublime poetry,
the plaineft words of promife, and the
tendereft effufions of devotion are beau-
tifully thrown together. But to them who
{carch the Scr'g:tures, the confolation o-
pened from thofe various fources, is fully
imparted; it is imprefled upon their minds,
and they are not only {oothed during the
action of reading, but they lay up a ftore
for the time of need.—Perfons who have
occafion to vifit the affli¢ted, know how
dreary and barren thofe minds are which

have no acquaintance with the Scriptures,
how {weetly and powerftully the promufes,

the experiences, and the devotions con-
tained in this book, recur, in the day of
trouble, to thofe who have made them
their meditation.

THrs 1s the cordial which has been
fent to the remote corners of this conntry;
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where many of the conveniencies of po-
lifhed life have not yet been introduced,
where the refources of other ftudy and
knowledge are little known, where the
help of the fkilful is often very diftant,
and there is not that kindly alleviation of
diftrefs which arifes from the fympathy
and aid of a numerous neighbourhood.
The Society in Scotland for propagating
Chriftian knowledge have gladdened the
bleak mountain, the fequeftered glen, the
lonely iflands of a ftormy fea, by introdu-
cing into themafound which is more cheer-
ing than the countenance of a friend. The

widow, the fatherlefs, the poor, the fick,
the mourner, the folitary, fhall blefs you

for that familiar acquaintance with the
Scriptures which you have furnithed them
with the means of acquiring: They will
feel your gift to be * better than thou-
fands of gold and filver;” and they will
henceforth be able to fay with DPawvid,
“ Thy ftatutes have been my fongs in the
houfe of my pilgrimage. Thy teftimonies
Lave I taken as an heritage for ever. When
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my {oul melteth for heavinefs; thy word
quickeneth me.”

3. Searching the Scriptures is ffﬁ'ﬁl[ Jor the
Direttion of our Condielt

THE end of reliéion 18 good conduét:

The informauon of religion is communi-
cated in order * to furnifh wus for every

good work;”’ and the comtorts of religion
are experienced only by thofe who work the
works of God. Accordingly, the Apoitle
Paul fays, that “all Scripture is profitable
for correétion and inftruction in righte-
oufnefs;”’ “ for corre&ion,’ that is, for
amending thofe who have erred; “ for in-
ftru&ion,”’ that is, for training men 1in the
way in which they ought to walk.

“ Gop hath fhewn to man what is good;
and that which the Lord requires of him,”
may be deduced from his natural fenfe of
right and wrong; from his relation to
God and to hist fellow-creatures; from juit

D
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views of his own intereft, and the inte-
refts of fociety; from an enlarged com-
prehenfion of the ways of Providence. It
1s certain, however, that the knowledge
of that rule of life which may, in this
manner, be deduced, has never been com-
pietely or univerfally attained 1n any coun-

try which was not blefled with an extra-
ordinary revelation. The laws of human

fociety, even when they provide with wii-
dom for the peace and good order of the
community, do not attempt to walh the
the heart from wickednefs; and the moft
admired conftitutions of civil government
have fofltered difpofitions very inconfiftent

with pure virtue. Thofe deductions of
our duty which we find in the writings

of ‘a few men, whom Providence raifed
up in the midit of heathen darknefs, re-
main as menuments how agreeable good
conduct 1s to the moft enlightened reafon
of man. At the fame time, had their de-
ductionsbeen nearer to perfection thanthey
are, they would not have produced much
effeét. They were counfels delivered with-
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out authority; they were unable to pre-
ferve the purityof thofe who received them,

and they were not publifhed to the world.
The great body of the people were left to

entertain conceptions of the duties of life
which were both grofs and narrow: No
moral inftruction was adminiftered {ufl3-
cient to remedy the corruption of their
manners; and the natural fentuments of
the mind were perverted by the prevail-
ing {uperitition.

IT cannot be denied that mankind, in
thefe circumitances, ftood in need of a
plain, explicit, authoritative declaration
of their duty: And, taking the Scriptures
in the fimpleft view as a rule of life, they
will be allowed to be a moft ufeful beok,
Here 1s a ftandard of condué, which, 1s
lefs liable than any other ta be per-
verted by cuftom, or paflion, or intereft;
a fafe unerring guide to which, in every
fituation, we may, without fear, commit
ourfelves; a voice from heaven, faying,
““ This 1s the way, walk ye in it.” The

D2
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obligation of good conduct 1s not here left
to reft upon reafonings which are level to
the capacities of few, and which hardly
touch the hearts of thofe who are able to
perceive them; but it 1s refolved into the
will of our Creator. The moit venerable
authority is oppofed to the impetuofity of
paflion;—the moft interefting objects to
the gains of iniquity;—the moft exalted
affectiqns to the pleafures of fin;—the un-
derftanding, the conicience, and the heart
are addrefled at once;—and every other
mode of inftruction appears to be feeble,
when compared with the energy of the
word of God.

BuT we derive little benefit from the

bare knowledge of that rule of life which
the Scriptures contain : That they may
be profitable to us * for correction and

inftruion in righteoufnefs,” we mulft
fearch them. A wife father does not at-
tempt to pour at once 1o the mind of his
fon all the inftruction which 1s needed
through the journey of life; but he often
repeats to him the many cautions which
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paternal care fuggefts to the heecdleflnefs
of youth ; he prefents to him obje@s that
minifter to his improvement; he furnifhes
him with frequent opportunities of obfer-
vation and refle(tion; and even when he
does not appear to teach, he leads him to
ocrow wife by the exercifeof his own powers.
Under this familiar image, you may per-
ceive the profitablenefs of fearching the
Scriptures. This book, like the book of
nature, 1s full of 1inftrution; and the

mcthod of teaching i1s {o perfectly adapted
ta the minds of thofe to whom it 1s ad-

drefled, that every one who 1s attentive
may learn from it * wifdom, and juftice,

?

and equity.” In one place, the general
principles of a good life are ftated concife-
ly; 1n another, they are {pread out in the
detall of the duties of different relations.
Here, the perfection after which we ought
to afpire, 1s held forth without limitations
there, the commandment is accommodared
with grace to the infirmities of our na-
ture. God {peaks to us in this book with
authority, with gentlenefs, in precept, in
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smife, in threatening, in fimilitude, in
-ory.  His commandments meet us
10 many forms that we are always put
1 remembrance; and, 1f we only retain
his words, we thall ind his hand, where-
{focver we are, leading us in the right path.
His precepts come to be engraven upon our
hcarts by “ calamples which are written
for our admonition.” There are many hii-
tories in Scripture, which prefent to wus
tae proteCtion and blefling that attend the
rignteous, “the curfe that is in the houfe of
the wicked,” The virtues of good men are
diipiayed in the midft of perils and temp-
tations, to incite us to be followers of them ;
their faiiings are recorded, to teach us hu-
mility ana circumipection. We {ee 1n
the lLife of Jefus, a charadter free from
every ihade of human weaknefs, yet
{foftened by every tender feeling; a man
like ourfelves, who was more {everely
tried, and more firm than any hero, yct
more amiabie than the faireft of the fons
of men. The {implicity with which this
ch:aralter 1s delineated, wins the heart; and
Jetus commands us to fearch the Scrip-
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rures, that we may fee him going before
us in all that he enjoins, and that the cords
of love may thus bind his yoke upon thofe
who confider his virtues.

SucH is the variety of inftruion by
which the {criptures explain and enforce
our duty, and reconcile our hearts to the
practice of 1t: And this 13 the perfelt teach-
ing with which the Society 1n Scotland
for propagating Chriftian knowledge has
furnithed thofe, whom particular diad-
vantages had retained longer than the in-
habitants of other parts of the 1land in the
rudenefs of our anceftors, and whoiec local
traditions and cuftoms, while they cue-
rithed fome virtues, were untavourable to
that uniformity of good conduct which is
the perfe&ion of the human character. By
putting the words of this book into their
mouth,and alluring them to meditate in the
lawof God day and night,you have afforded
the moft effeGual and certain aid to the dic~
tates of prudence, of confcience, and of kin:
atteCtion. You have given a guard to their
inregricy, a bridle to their patlions, and an



incentive to their languor. If they madke
“ the teftimonies of the Lord their coun-
fellers,” they will feel an alacrity in well-
doing, which does not arife from any in-
ferior confideration; and they will fay with

David, *“ Thy word have I hid in my
heart, that I may not offend againft thee.

It1s a light unto my feet, and a lamp unto
my path. I have chofen the way of truth:

thy judgments have I laid before me.”

II. Havineg thus ftated the advantages
which may be derived from fearching the
{criptures, I now proceed to fuggeft {ome
direCtions for f{earching them in fuch a

manner as to reap thofe advantages.

THE word which our Lord has chofen,
marks with precifion, the outward act
which is required of Chriftians. To fearch
the Scriptures is not to read them haituy,
without attention, upon {fome rare occCa-
fion; it is to read them frequently, ftated-
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ly, and deliberately. None will {ay that
this 1s an impracticable duty. The bufieft
may, by a proper difpofition of their af-
tairs, fet apart a portion of their time for
this employment; and the idle may well
{pare fomec of thofe hours, which, with all
their anxiety to find diflcrent amufements,
they often know not how to difpoie of. To
every one of us God hath given the Sab-
bath as a returning feafon of religious re~
colicCtion. A part of it ought always to
be fpent in reading the Scriptures; and if
we account the day of the Lord honoura-
ble, we will not want leifure for obeying
the command in my text.

Tue rules of facred criticifm cannot
be fuppofed to cnter into a popular dii-
scourfe. I prefume not to addrels myfclf
to thole who are led, either by inclination,
or by a {enfc of duty, to employ their li-
terary talents i the profecution of theo-
logical ftudies. But, after the example of
that Society before whom I fpeak, wheie
inftitutions arve calculated for rhe benefit

[
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of the great body of the people in certain
diftri&s, I with to aflift thofe who have no
pcculiar advantages for {tudy, in deriving
iniformation, comfort, and infiruétion from
the fearchh ot the Scriptures: And to them
I {ay, that, 1f tirey would not with this em-
ployment to be * bodily exercife, which
profiteth little,” they muft read with good
intention,~—with humility,—with appli-
cation to their own eafe,~—and with pravyer.

¥. Iz order to profit by fearching the Scriptures,
2t 15 neceflary to read them with good Iuten-
i2012.

IN bodily tafks, the difpofition of the
workman’s mind is not of great impor-
tance. Provided the work be done, hise
wages are earned, and his mafter is fauf-
fied: But the ufefulnefs of thofe exercifcs
which minifter to the improvement of the
mind, depends very much upon the fen-
tuments and views with which they are
performed. Here the manner of doing the
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work 1s often of more importance than the
work that i1s done; and a wrong intention
in the agent often prevents him from reap-
ing the fruit of his toil

IF you fearch the {criptures 1n order to
‘make a difplay of vour acquaintance with
them, you may have your reward. DBy the
rcadinefs of your quotations, and the a-
cutenels of your critical remarks, you may
altonith the ignorant, and obtain praife
from thoic wno value fuch refearches. But
your own heart will not be the better for
“ that knowledge which puffeth up.” If
you {carch the Sriptures in order to be
learnad 1n controver{y, you may know the
ecrouads of all the dilferent opinions re-
ipccting certain diiputed points; you may
;e able to convince the adverfaries, and ta
‘defend your own tenets with dexterity.
But there 1s 2 danger of your turning a-
{ide from the weighty matters of the law,
to “queftions and iirifes of words;” and in
yvour zeal to eftablith what you account
the truth, you may make thipwreck of

E 2
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faith and a good conicience. Once more,
1t you fcarch the Scriptures with a cap-
tious {pirit, defirous of raifing obje&ions,
of finding matter of cenfure or of ridicule,
vou inay {ucceed beyond your expecta-
ton.  You may puzzle both youriclves
and others; you may derive from the ve
icrable phrafeology of Scripture much aid
to the barrennefs of your wit; by a fneer
at what you do not underftand, you may
picafe thofe who know as little as you do;
and by a ludicrous application of {folemn
expreflions, you may excite laughter a-
mong{t thofe who care not at what expence
they are made merry. But your {ecarch
of the Scrivtures will] in this cafe, degrade
in vour eyes the great truths of relgion,
and, while 1t confounds your underftand.
ing, and tends to efface every ferious 1m.
prefhon from your hearts, 1t will producc
i your diicourfe a multitude of 1dle words,
for every one of which, your Mafter hathy
faid you fhall give account in the day of

Jud gment,
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THINK 1t not encugh, then, that you
{pend a portion of your time in reading
your bibles; but cxamine yourfelves that,
you may know the intention with which
the work 1s done. Do not fearch the Scrip-
tures for oftentation, for centention, or for
{port. But {fearch them as the book given
by God to convey to you the moft impoit-
ant knowledge, to comfort your hearts,
and to direct vour lives. Kcep thefe great
purpoies of this book in your eye wien
you read 1t. “ As new born babes, defire
the {incere milk of the word, that ye may
egrow thereby:” And if, * with good and
honelt hearts,” ye {eek the profit which
the Scriptures were given to adminifter,
through the blefling of God, ve {hall ob-
tain 1t.

2. Iz order to profit by fearching the Sciiptures,
it is neceffary to read them with Hiunilily.

In all our intercourfe with the Almigh-
ty, we receive leflons of humiiity. ** Vain
man, who would be wife,” 1s perpetually
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reminded, both by the book of nature,
and the book of Scripture, that * he is of
yefterday, and knows nothing.” In crea-
tion, thofe things which are neceflary tor
the fuftenance of man are fcattered with
profufion, and are gathcred by the untu-
tored favage. DBut many materials of con-
venience and enjoyment long remained
hidden from the generaticns of men. The
inveftigation of the laws according to
which God conduéts thole operations
which we daily fee, requires much atten-
tion and ftudy; and there appear to be
certzin bounds {et to the curiofity of man,
myiteries in nature which he in vain at-
tempts to penetrate, where the fa&t is ma-

nifeft to his fenfes, while all {peculations
concerning the fact are dark and bewilder-
ing. The book of Scripture, 1n like man-
ner, bears the marks of proceeding from
him who 1s known to us only in that degrce
in which he condefcends to make himfeli
mantfeft. He hath made every thing nec-
cellary for our information, our comfort,
or our 1infiruction, plain to thofe whe
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fearch. “ The entrance of his word giveth
hght to the fimple,” and every Chriftian
may find here the words of eternal life.
But the Almighty hath mized much
darknefs with this light. Even the hifto-
rical books of Scripture appear firange to
thofe who are unacquainted with ancient
cultoms. The writings of the prophets,
from the very nature of prophecy, are ob-

{cure, and to us they appear veiled in the
figurative language, and the {fymbolical ac-
tions of Eaftern nations. The do&rinal
parts often touch upon fubje&s which are
raifed far above us: The limited faculties
of man, 1n vain, attempt to comprehend
the wildom, the majefty, and the grace of
an infinite Being; and the {peech of man
1s altogether inadequate to exprefs that
which 1t hath not entered into the kears
of man to conceive.

Ir, then, you begin your fearch of the
Scriptures with an expectation that every
thiog contained in them is level to your

capacity, you will {oon be difiatisfied; you
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will be in danger of rejecting what youn
do underftand, becaufe you meet with
difficulticss or, like the unlearaed and un-
ftable whom the Apoftle Peter reproves,

you will wreft the Epiftles, and other dith-
cult places, to your own deftruction. It

becomes you to conficer that this 1s a {tatc
of mind very unfavourable to your um-
provement, and very unfuitable to the em-
ployment which my text recommends:
And you ought to recollect, that, as therc
muft be in Scripture, * thingzs which arc
hard to be underftood,” fo, in the wifdom

of God, thefe very things are made fub-
fervient to many excellent purpofes. Tl

book was given to be the rule of faith and
practice, the meditation and delight of
Chriftians of every condition, of cvery
meafure of attainment in {cience. Here,
therefore, according to the umage of thc
Apoltle, there 1s not only ¢ plain food tor
fuch as have need of muilk, but there 1s ali:
{trong meat for {uch as arc ot full age, even
thofe who, by reafon of uie, have thewr
fenfes exercifed to difcern good and evil.”
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While * the principles of the dofrine of
Chrift are here revealed unto babes in
knowledge,” there is enough to excite the
curiofity of thofe who 1inquire, and to
exercife the talents of the wile. Gram-
marians, philofophers, hiftorians, have
fearched the Scriptures, and their {earch
has been amply rewarded. An enlarged
comprehenfion of the f{cheme of Provi-
dence, and the courfe of human aftairs,
has enabled {fome to attain that fenfe
which was too profound for ordinary
minds: Anintimate acquaintance with an-
ticnt languages and manners has expound-
cd the meaning of many paflages which
had been mifunderfteod or miticprefent-
ed; and facred criticifm, procceding up-
on found principles, and conducted by
men of erudition and inforination, has,
1 numberlels 1inftances, refcued the Scrip-
rures from the charge of abfurdity and in-
confiftency, and has demonftrated the ef-
feCtual care with which Providence has
piclerved the oracles that were at firit gi-
ven by infpiration of God, from deftruc-
¥
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tion, or from grofs corruptions. The dif-
ferent interpretations which the fame text
had received in the eagernefs of controver-

fy, have correéted one another; and the
diligence and acutenefs with which the-
ological writers have fifted the opinions of
their adverfaries,have aflifted candid minds
i1 apprehending the truth. Hiftorical re-
fcarches have elucidated prophecy: And
the beauty of the poetical parts of Scrip-
ture, as well as the exa&nefs of thofe that
are narrative, has reccived many delight-
ful and finking illuftrations from the re-
ports of thofe, whom the extenfion of mo-

dern commerce has carried to vifit parts
of the world that are far removed from

us.

I~ this manner the difficulties of Scrip-
ture are continually vanifhing before en-
hghtened inquiry; the prefumption and
igniorance of the {corner are expofed; the
knowledgee of the modelt is increafed, and
the faith of thofe who wait upon God 1s
eftablifhed: And from all this we learn
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with what humility we ought to recad. By
“ the things 1n Scripture which are hard to
be underftood,’” God checks our pride:
by the gradual explication of thofe things,
he gives us aflurance that his word {hall
endure for cver, and teaches us to look for
that time ordained in his providence, for
which the united labours of his {fervants are
preparing the world, when the infignificant
attacks that have been made upon hisword
{hall be forgotten, when the feruples which
thofc attacks have fometimes raifed in pi-
ous breafts ihall be perfectly removed, and
the wifdom and confiftency of this divine
book fhall be umverfully acknowledged.
In this hope, dwell ye upon thoife pafiages
which you underf{tand: meditate on thems:
be thankful for them. Believe thata great
deal of what you do not underftand is
plain to others more learned, more experi-
enced, more diligent than you are. Arttend
to the connection in which difficult pafla-
ges {tand with the context, to other places
of Scripture where the fame thing is more
clearly exprefled, to the explications whick

Fa
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vou cccafonally receive. If, after all, dark-
nefs {hould remain upon many places, be
not difheartcned, and do not repine. Be
affured that what you know “ 1s able ta
make you wife unto falvation:” And, ac-
cording to the counfel of the fon of
Sirach,*“be not curious 1in unneceflary mat-
ters, neither feck the things that are above
thy {flrength; for more things are {hewed
thece than men underftand, and it 1s not
neceflary for thec to {ee the things that arc
in fecret,”

2

TuE Scriptures are “ as alight {fhining in
a dark place, unto which ye do well that
ye take heed, until the day dawn, and the
day-ftar arife.” This is but the beginning
ot our exiftence, the opening of the powers
of reafon and wvirtue in our fouls. * The
things which are reported unto us in this
book are what the angels defire to look in-
to, and theywill afford employment to our
minds when we are made like the angels.
** Now we fee through a glafs darkly; then
vre {hall fee face to face. Now we know
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in part; but when that which 1s perfect is
come, then that which 1s in part {hall be

*
done away.

3. In order to profit by fearching the Scrip-
tures, it is neceflary to read them with Appli-
tion to our own Cafe.

Tur Scriptures are not to be claffed with
the many other books of amufement or im-~
provement, in which our attention is en-
cazed by remoate objelts, that are made 1n-
terefting to us only by the beauties of {en-
timent or of compofition. Wildom here
uttereth her words. * To you, O men, the
calls; her voiceis to the fons of men.” All
kindreds and tribes are commanded to
draw near; and the fpecial intereft which
fome nations appear to have had in the
tranfacions here recorded, only renders
their hiftory an inftruétive leflon, which 1t
is the duty and the wifdom of tuture ge-
nerations to mark. The Father of the
human race here gives to all his children

-, I
ﬂl
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bat counfel by which he would guide
‘hem in the way of life ; and hiscounfel is ac-
commodated with condefcending grace to
all tiwsic varieties in their condition which
Le forelaw. Thereis a warning, a reproof,
a confolation, a promife, a threatning a-
dapied to every cafe: We are only requi-
red to prove ourfelves, and to draw out of
this 1mexhauflible ftore-houfe that which
we need.

Do not bufy yourfelves with applyinge
what vou rcad or hear to others; an em-
ployment in which there 1s feldom a pro-
bability of doing much good, and always
a danger of doing much harm: Bur {cek
to attain that efiential benefit which may
certainly be derived from a wife applica-

tion of the Scriptures to yourfelves. When
you contemplate thofe excellent charaéers
which are delineated in this book, do not
think it enough to pay that tribute of ad-
miration which the moft hardened finncr
cannot withhold ; but turn upon yourielves,

and {ay, Am1I a follower of that which [ ad-
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mire? Havel any portion of the faith of A-
braham, of the fortitude of Jofeph, of the
gentlenefs of Mofes, of the patience of Jcb,
of the piety of Daniel, of the mind of Je-
fus? When your abhorrence i1s excited
by thoie pictures of the iniquity of Ifrael
which abound 1n the Prophets, and of th

vices of the heathen world which occur 1n
the Epiftles, fearch for the plague of your
own heart; and {ce if, in {ome corner of
the pi&ture, the fin which befets you, is
not painted with {fo {trong a pencil, thac
even your own partial eyes perceive the
likenefs. When yvour fouls are ravifhed

¢

with the “great and precicus promiflcs”
v

of thi: word, afle vouriclves, whether from
the doferiptions of the fervanes of God
wiich are always Cowolnc,i with his promi-
ics, yon can take courage to clals yourielves
among’t tne number of thuie to whom God
ipcaks peace. When your heart {tands in
awe of his threatnings, think if there is any

part of your condult, by which you are
ir_trmﬂ* up yourfelves as a mark to receive
the arrows of the Almighty. VW hen you
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read the prayers of good men in Scrip-
ture, and f{ee the {elf-abafement, the ear-
neftne(s, and rcpetitions with which they
approached a throne of grace, recollet
your own condition, the feeblenefs of your
refolutions, the temptations to which your
virtue is expofed, the dangers which en-
compafs your life, your property, your fa-
mily, your good name, and think what
need you have to exercife the fame humi-
lity and dependence upon heaven which

their devotions exemplify. When you
read their fongs of praife, think of the

bleflings which have followed you, the
perils out of which you have been refcued,
the mercy which has fuftained you in the
time of trouble; and mark how God {feem:
to put 1nto your mouth every word, by
which they endeavoured to exprefs tlic
gratitude that glowed 1in their breait..

Your fituation in life, and the particulur
occurrences of your lot, have i1mpercepti-
bly formed your fentiments concerning
the ways of Providence, the value of this
world, the excellence and the happinefs «:
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man. 1ry your {entiments by comparing
them with the many firiking view:. of
thofe important fubjets which the Scrip-
tures open; and, be aflured, that there is
fome defc 1n the {tate of your mind, un-
lefs you are able to regulute your opintons
and principles by that {tandard which 1s
tiie truth. Do not deftroy, in regard to
youriclves, the ufetulnedis of the Scrintures,
bv fceking to fhelter your vices under the
naxims or cuitoms of the world; beware
of kceping at a diftance from the bight,
lcft you begin to hate 1t, becaufe 1t re-
proves vour deeds; but let the word of
God be, with you, the teft of every gain,
cvery 1ndulgence, every purimt; and by
this readinefs with which you come to the
Light, let 1t be made manizelt chat your
deeds are wrought 1in God.

“Tuese words that T command thee
this day,” faid the Lord by Mofes, ¢ thall
be in thine heart; and thou {halt teach
them diligently unto thy children, and
thou thalt ik of them when thou fteefl

-l
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in thine houfe, and when thou walkeft by
the way, and when thou lieft down, and
when thou rifefll up.” The expreilions
by which the Almighty condefcends thus
earneltiy to recommend the {fearch of the
Scriptures, fuggeft, that the application
of them fhould begin early in life. * Thou
{hialt talk of them to thy children, when
thou fitteft 1n thine houfe.,” What an edi-
fying {ubjeét of domeftic converfation!
You have often obferved that no pieces of
hiftory take fo {trong a hold of the mind
of the young as thofe recorded in Scrip-
ture. 'Iry, then, to form the minds of
thofe who are deareft to you, by teaching
them, as they are abie to bear it, to apply
to them‘>lves different parts of Scriprure.
Accufltom them, as their underftandings
open, to rcceive and to digeft that whole-
fome food of the {foul, which will nourifh
them to every virtuous exertion, which
will furnifh them with ftrength to refiit
temptation, with an antidote againit the
words of the {corner, with a cordial amidit
the dufappointments and {forrows which
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Providence may ordain for them. “ Where-
with {hall a young man cleanfe his way?
by taking heed thereto according to thy
word.” “ My {on,” let every father fay
with Solomon, * bow thine ear to the
fayings of thus book; let them not depart
from thine eyces, and keep them 1n the
midit of thine heart, for they are lifc un-
to thofe that find them. When thou goelt,
they thall lead thec; when thou {lcepeli,
they fhall keep thee; when thou awakeft,
they fhall talk with thee: For the com-
mandment is a lamp, and reproofs of 1n-
{tru&ion are the way of life.”

Ao Tu order to profit by fearching the Scripiures,
it 15 neceflary to read them seith FPrayer.

Tur word of God contains his counfel
to his children: Prayer opens their minds
toreceive that counfel. The one 1s a me-
morial left us by a Being who 15 not pre-
fent to our {fenfes; the other 1s that me-

thod of correfponding with hun, which,
G 2
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while we are at a diftance, we are permitted
to maintain. 'he memorial will foon lofe
1its cfte&t in recalling divine things to our
minds, 1f the correfpondence be wholly
laid afide. But the two {upport one ano-
ther, and confpire in bringing us near to
God. * When the faints of God {1t at his
feet, every one recetves of his words: wnen
thur cry to him tor knowledge, then they
find the fear of the Lord.”

Tur blefled Jefus, in the days of his
flefs, opened the underflandings of his
cs, tixat they might underftand the
cripturcs: Aifter his afcenfion, he {ent
Soirit into the hearts of his Apol-
tics, te cuide them into all truth; and he
commanded Philip to go near, and to join

A DU S
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him{elf to the devout Aichiopian, who had
come up to Jerufulem to worihip, and
who, 1 his return, was reading Ifaiah the
Prophct, without underftanding what he
read. The fame Jefus, in every age, marks
the carnelinefs and humilicty of thoie who
fearch the fcriptures: The Spirit, under
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whole infpiration the Scriptures were writ-
ten, continues to proceed from himj; and
by the internal illumination of the Holy
Ghoft, or by various infiruments which
he 1s able to raife up, he anfiwers the pray-
ers which, amidft their darknefs and
doubts, his {crvants offer, in his name, to
the I'ather of lights. * Did not our hearts
burn within us,” faid the difciples, “ when
he talked to us by the way, and opened
unto us the Scriptures?” And do not
the hearts of his difciples ftill burn within
them, when he removes the veil from their
eyes in reading the Scriptures, and en-
ables them to perceive the things that are
{piritually difcerned? * The fecret of the
Lord 1s with them that fear himn, and to
them will he manifeft his covenant.”

EveENn David, the man who felt fo
{trongly, and who has defcribed {o co-
prouily, the advantages of icarcaing the
seripoures, does not lay that he difco-
vered thele advantages, but he prays
that they may be fhewn to him. * O-
pen thou mine eyes, that I may behcld
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wondrous things out of thy law. I am a
ftranger upon the earth; hide not thy com-
mandments from me.” Mark the fpiric
of thefe words; follow the example of this
devout man; “ when you lack wifdom,
alk of God, and it thall be given you.”
Let prayer enliven and {anlfy your
fearch of the Scriptures. It will render
the word of God to you quick and power-
ful, and will give it an influence over your
minds very much fuperior to that of any o-
ther {tudy. The Almighty will inftrut you,
and guide you with his eye; he will make
you wife through the knowledge of his
word, and he will enlarge your heart te
run the way of his commandments,

THE view which has been taken of the
precept of our Lord, has appeared, in the
progrefs of this difcourfe, to refle&t great
honour upon the Society before whom I
now {peak. 'To their pure minds it wilil
fuggeft much encouragement to perfevere:
And to the public, it may fuggeft the
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firongeft reafons for granting them that
countenance and aid, which are neceflary
to render the benefit of their pious labours

{till more effe¢tual, and more extenfive

IT 1s our happinefs to live in times when
Government appears {olicitous to improve
the internal refources of the country, when
the attention of men of rank, of fortune,
and of 1nfluence, i1s turned to corners
which had long been neglected, and the
moit refpe&able aflociations are formed
for enabling the i1nhabitants of the coafts
to avall them{elves of their natural advan-
tages. May it not be expected that this
liberal and enlightened policy will embrace
the important objeéts of this Society as
congenial with itfelf; that thofe who feek
to extend the wealth of the community,
will, from the fame benevolent principles,
encourage every rational attempt to cheriflx
the virtues of the community; and that,

amlidf{t the patriotic efforts to reicue our
brethren in the Highlands and lands from
poverty, and flavith dependence, and to re-
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concile them to their native land, by ren-
dering their fituation more comfortable,
the exertions of this Society to form their
minds by Chriftian knowledge, will appear
praife-worthy in the eyes of every Briton?
The profanity and profligacy of the lower
ranks are felt and lamented in the morc
populous and wealthy diftricts of the em-
pire; and even thofe who, 1n other refpects;
do not difcover much zeal about the 1in-
terefts of religion and morality, have been
made to fee and know that the inftruction
and reformation of the people form a moit
defirable object to the ftate. Is it notequal-
ly defirable to prepare a remedy for the evil
where it has not yet become 1inveterate, to
complete the provifion for the pirofperity
and improvement of the remoter parts of
the ifland, by adminiftering to the uncor-
rupted inhabitants the wholefome counfelof
this book, at a time when they are eager to
receive it. Their hardy valour has often

maintained the honour, and repelled the
dangers of their country: Their morals,

eftablifhed upon Chriftian principles, may
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yeprove the impiety and licentioufnefs of
the age; and, as they and their deicendants
{pread through the different parts of the
empire, they may thus carry with them
an antidote againit the general 1nfection.

LET not, then our princes, our rulers,
and our nobles, think 1t beneath their dig-
nity, or a diverfion from their generous
purfuit of the public good, to encourage,
by their countenance and fupport, the la-
bours of the minifters of the gofpel in their
feveral departments, and the more exten-
five plans which this Society has formed.
The moft enlightened writers upon politi-
cal oeconomy cannot point out a treafure
of {uch value to the {tate, as a {tock of ufe-
ful {fubjefts trained by early culture and
familiar inltru&ion, to honefty, induftry,
and temperance: And the effortsof themoft
able and uprightftatefmen to lift this coun-
try above its misfortunes, will prove abor-
tive, unlefs thofe under their adminiftration
have knowledgeand virtue. *“Righteouinefs
exalteth a nation: But {fin is the reproach

H
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of a people.” “ I am the Lord thy God,”
faith the Almighty, * which teacheth thee
to profit, which leadeth thee by the way
that thou fhouldft go. O that thou wouldft
hearken to my commandments! ‘Then
fhould thy peace be as the river, and thy
{eed fhould be multiplied as the fand; thy

{fons thould be as plants grown up in their
youth; thy garners {hould be full, afford-

ing all manner of ftore, and there fhould
be no complaining in thy ftreets. Happy
15 the people that 1s in fuch a cafe; yea,
happy is that people whofe God 1is the
Lord,” ;

THE END.



A PPENDTIX

ABSTRACT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF

THE SOCIETY IN SCOTLAND
FOR PROPAGATING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE,

From the 2d fune 1786 to the 8th Fune 1787%.

Sociery-Harr, Juve 8, 1787.

In the appendix to the Annual Sermron of laft year,
a full account was given of the proceedings of the Di-
retors, from July 1785 to July r786.

Tug friends of the Society were there informed of
the application made to Parliament, to obtain a fum out
of the money due to government from the proprictors

of the late annexed eftates in Scotland, to cnable the
Directors to take into their fervice the {choolmafters

employed by the Commiffioners on thefe eftates. This
being granted, the fchools ereted have been fince
that time kept up, and a fuitable allowance regular-
ly paid by the Society to the mafters ; but as it was then
forefcen, the Honourable Barons of Exchequer have
not had it in their power to pay any part of that fum,
as Tuflicient funds have not yet come into thewr hands

to pay other preferable appropriations of that money,
and it is not expected that the Society will receive any

H 2
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benefit from the A& of Parliament facher than Mar-
tinmas 1788.

'THE maintenance of thefe mafters fubjellts the funds

of the Society to a very confiderable additional expence,
“and even requires the Direltors, contrary to their rule,
to exceed for fome time their annual revenue. This has

obliged them to refufe many applications for fchools in
places where they believe they are much wanted, and

will render it prudent for fome time to lay no additional
burden on their {cheme.

THE tranflation of the Old Teftament into Gaelic is a
work of very great labour, and as it is of much impor-
tance that it {hould be accurate, has taken more timc
than was at firft expeéted. Dcing an undertaking of
too much extent for one perfon to perform in any mo-
derate time, it was divided into four parts, and commit-
ted to different perfons known to be well qualified for
the taflkk. The firft part of it, containing the Pentateuch,
was printed about two years ago, and a confiderable
number of copies have been already difperfed. This
done under the care of the Reverend Mr. John Stuart
minifter of Lufs, has given very great fatisfation. The
fecond part alfo under the care of Mr. Stuart is now
printed, and will be {foon publithed, which it is hoped,
will be no lefs favourably received. The third part will
require confiderable time to finith. The fourth part con-
taining the prophets, was committed to the Reverend
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Dr. John Smith, minifter of Campbelton, and was pube
iifhed laft year. )

In a work of this kind, it is in vain to expect univerfal
approbation. Some have found fiult with the orthogra-
phy ufed by the tranflators, but the DireCtors have the
vleafure to be informed by a number of gentlemen who
are believed to be among the beft judges of the Gaelic

language, that the manner in which this tranflation is
executed, meets with their fulleft approbation.

Dga. SmiTH, in tranflating that part of the Old Tefta-
ment under his care, had been at very confiderable pains
to make himfelf acquainted with the Eaftern ftyle of writ-
ing, with the views of the Prophets, and with the par-
ticular events to which their predictions referred. In
doing this, he found it ncceflary to confult'a number of

the moft learned authors on thefe f{ubjects, and from
their obfervations with his own, he compofed a Sum-
mary View of the Old Teftament Prophets, explaining

their figurative ftyle of writing, and marking out the
objeéts they had in view in each particular chapter. He
flattered himfelf that {fuch a work might be of particular
ufe in the Highlands, where the poor people had no ace
cefls to {uch books as were neceflary for their underftand-
ing the Scriptures. 'The Diretors being informed of this,
and feveral of the Members having feen the manufcript,
they approved much of his defign, and agreed to be at
the expence of printing 1000 copies in a frugal manner
-for the ufe of their fchools. As it is hoped that this
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book may be alfo of general ufe, it is fince printed for
{ale by Mr. Charles Elliot bookfeller in Edinburgh and

L.ondon.

THE Society has been ex]EJofed to confiderable ex-

pence by the late application to Parliament, by maintain-
ing the {choolmafters formerly in the fervice of the Com-
miffioners of the annexed eftates, and by printing large

impreilions of {feveral books for the ufe of their fchools.
The Direltors, however, have the fatisfaction to know,

that from the liberal legacies, donations, and collections
lately made for the Society, there is no delapidation of
their capital ; but on the contrary fuch an increafe, that
in two years at fartheft they hope to be able without
touching on their principal, confiderably to extend their

beneficent defigns.

On this occafion the Directors think it their duty
thankfully to mention their benefators.

TrHE piety and munificence of the late Right Honour-

able Lady Glenorchy have been long and well known to
the world. The Dire&tors of this fociety have reafon to
acknowledge, in terms of the higheft regard, her liberali-
ty, and the confidence the has placed in them. In par-
ticular, by a latter-will executed the 6th December 1785,
fhe gives in legacy ¢ The fum of FIVE THOUSAND
¢ pounds Sterling to the Committee of the Society for
¢¢ Propagating Chriftian Knowledge in Scotland, in truft
¢ and for the purpofes of promoting religion and in-
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f¢ duftry in the eftatcs of the Earls of Breadalbane and
¢¢ the Countefsof Sutherland,either by catechifis, {chools,

¢¢ mifltonaries, manufactures, or premiums, as fhall be
«¢ thought moft conducive to that end 3 and if fuitable
¢ encouragement is nct given by the proprietors of afore-
¢« {faid eftates in carrying on the plans of the Committee
¢¢ aforefaid, or if Elizabeth Countefs of Sutherland fthould
¢¢ die without leaving an heir of her own body, then the
¢ Committee fhall be at liberty to withdraw the bounty,
s¢ either in whole or in part, from either of thefe eftates,
¢¢ and lay out the intereft of the above mentioned Five
‘¢ Thoufand pounds for the fame purpofes in any part of
¢¢ the Highlands or Weftern Ifles of Scotland, where
¢¢ there fhall appear to be the greateft occafion for jt.”

TrE legacy is noble, like the giver; it will be the ohe
ject of the Committee faithfully to apply it in the way
her Ladyfhip has diretted. | |

Tus Right Honourable Lady Charlotte Erfkine had
been in ufe to give for a number of years paft, the {um of
L.¢ annually in donation to the Society. This year her
Ladyihip generoufly gave the {fum of L.10o0. |

Tug Treafurer of the Society has informed the Di-
reftors, that he has received by legacy of Mifs Dewar -

of Canaan the fum of L.go; from the heirs of Captain
Walter Riddel the like fum of L.go; and in donation
from the Right Honourable the Earl of Hyndford the

_fum Of L-?O:
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IT was intimated to the Directors,that the fum of L.co
was given in donation by Mifs Julia Wardrobe, but to be

liferented by herfelf, the knowing it to be the intention of
her mother deceafed, the widow of the late Reverend Mr.
Alexander Wardrobe minifter of Whitburn, that this
money fhould be fa difpofed of,

Or late years the collections obtained by the Corref-
ponding Board of the Society in London have exceeded
what were formerly known, The Dire€tors have now
the pleafure to inform their friends, that at the annual
fermon and dinner in May laft, the meeting was more re-
fpetable and numerous, and a larger collettion was ob-
tained than on any former occafion.

. TrE Earl of Hopeton was in the chair, He was at.
tended by the Earls of Breadalbane and Tife, Sir Adum
Ferguflon, Mr Dempiter, and other gentlemen, who all
contributed liberally. The {um that day realized, ex-
ceeded L.300,

FOoR next vear's annual meeting there were announced

by permiflion for Stewards, his Grace the Duke of Ar-
gyle, the Right Honourable the Earls of Breadalbane and

Fife, Henry Beaufoy Efg; M. P. and Alexander Ander-
{an, E{q; merchant in L.ondon,

TaE members of the Society being fully fenfible of
. their obligations to their friends of the London Corref-
ponding Board, did at their laft general meeting una-
nimoufly vote their thanks to them for their very liberal



( 65 )

coleltion. Thartks were alfo voted to the Reverend Dr.
Hunter and Mr. Mackintoth, their Scerctarics, for their
zeal and attention to the intereits of the Socicty. In
particuldir, the thanks of thic general mecting were voted
to the Right Honouruble the Earls of Hopeton, Bread-
albane, and Fife, Lord Vanvryhoven, the Reverend Ed-
ward Williams, Jumes Taylor, Elgy Alexander Brodie,
Liq; S. Search, Efq; and other annual fubferibers, for
their very liberal and generous (ioxlations, to be applied
by the Direétors in promoting the benificent objedts of
thic Socicty.

Tre thanks bf the Socicty were alio voted to the Right
Honourable the Earl of Kimmoul, for his liberal annual
donation, and for his patronage of the Society ; and to
the Right Honourable Lord Balgonie, for the important
fcrvices done by his Lordihip to the Society while he was

m London:

Tie generzl meeting being informied that My Charles
Llliot bookfeller in Edinburgh, had given to the Com-
mittee of Direftors goo copies of a new tranflation of
the Plalms and Paraphrafcs into the Gaelic language, to
oc diftributed in the Highlands as the Dire&tors thould
wdge proper, they voted him thanks, and appointed
his donation to be publicly acknowledged.

O~ the whole, the Dire€ors have the fatisfaltion to
inform the public, that, to their apprehenfion, the affairs
2t the Society were never'in a more profperous ftate
than at prcfenf,



The Eftablifhment of the Society’s Schools for the Year commencing :{t May 1487

(For the :State of all the Parifhes in the Highlands and Iflands of Scotland, the Reader is referred to the

account of the Society publithed in May 1774.)

1. Where the numes of Shires, Profbyteries, and Parifbes, ave blank in the fullswing Tabie, they are nu-
derflosd to lie in the Shire, Parifhy (&c. named immediately absve.

2. The Schools marked thus® avere appointed to be ervefted as on the sl May 1787, confequently no account
of the flate of fuch Schools can as yet be given.

5. Thofe marked thus4 awere eredlea previous to the firft May 1786, but no reports are as yet come 15
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(2> This miflionary is maintained by the Society, in confequence of a mortification of L.323:6:8 made for that
purpofe by the late Alexandor Mt Leod, Efq; Advocate.
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1A weeme—— 8 Dunkeld Killin Ardeonaig Gilkert Ferguffon o o o{59 |28 |87 ~
e s | G T Lawers John Ferguffon (3) § o o3 |29 |60 —
U 7, [ — * e (Moreinch Patrick M‘Pherfon (4)) 8 o o] 63 | 22 85
o | L reee—— | e {Ardtallanaig [John Campbell () § ¢ ofl46 [ 17 | G3

(1) L 5 of this was paid by the Commiffioners on the Annexed Eftates.

(2) The Heritors give L.4 more to this {chool.

(3 & 4) The Earl of Breadalbane gives L.4 more to each of thefe two {chools.
() The parifh gives L.4 additional falary to this fchool,
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Shire. ‘ Prefoytery. ‘ Par:fb. Station, Ai

Perth 12} Duunkeld {iSenmore Shian Duncan M*Gibbon
— ] Y} —— Little Dunkeld |Aldvad Pcter MfTarlane
1 4| e | e |BLthoprick ames M¢Gregor

ADrumore Alexander Duff

ot memmrams  § )] o —— [ Kirkmichael x.enfhee Alezander Robertfon

s [ | = [Dunkeld ‘ofs | Johin Iorbes
—_— 1 —— | (randtully Donald Campbell
—ee Qe | = ——— [ Dercullich Donald eming

Auchgoil Duncan Fergulfon

“luniemore Duncan Robertfon

- eyl it - Sy =



Perth zleunl;thl Portingall Rannoch George Menzies to 0 of 43 | 20 | (3

—— 23— e |Glenlyon Donald M‘Gregor 1o o of 41 {35 |56 |

e e 2. ——  [Weem Roro Duncan M¢Arthur (1)} § o o] 16 1 24 | 6o
ek ] mamm— Killin Strathfillan William Rofe (2) 7 0 o33 {1z |43
::i........:........._.. 26 ——s e (Glendockart | James M¢Intyre (3) 5§ © c{43 {23 |00 j

Foifar | {Megle Alyth Drumfork John Shaw i4 o0 af6o |18 |[~8 :

—————m 2 e { Glenifla. Folda Patrick Hall o o cf|35 |17 |52

e 3iB1'ecl‘nin Lochlee Bridge of Tarf |William Cook o 0 o |20 7 127 |

(1) The falary given by the Society to this fchool 1s an addition to a mortification of the yaady fum of 100 merks
Scots, or L. 5 : 11: 1% Sierhing, made by the late Mr. Alexander Campbell, who was fome tine aco minifler of

this Pariﬂl.
(2 & 3) The Larl of Breadalbane gives L, § more to each of thefe {chools.



Shire. ' Prefbytery. ‘ Parifh. St.tion, Maofler, l Salary. | Bes. \ irts. | Total.,
Aberdeen  1|Kin. O’ Neal {Tulloch Little Kinord |Murdoch M<Farlane | i4 0 of48 |14 | 62
——— 2 e |Crathie& Braemar|lnvercauld Duncan M-Muwrich 52 o o g1t |28 |79
e 3| e —— {Glengarden Tordarroch George Thom{un 14 © O{39 [8 |57 |
——— gl [ Migvie & Tarland|Craigiclie David Callom 10 0 o|25 {10 |33 R
e slAlford Strathdon +rdlier Wilhiam Graflick (2 0 0of32 |12 [44 | ~
e 6|Iordyce Fordyce Port{oy John M:Farlane 7 0 o} 82 |32 {tig
———— 7| ————— |Rathven Buckie Alexander Burgefs | 14 o oliig | 34 [148
Banff 1[Strathbogie  Ruthven Ruthven John M¢Kenzie i4 0 ofl42 | 8 |50

2 ~ |Marnoch Abercharder Alexander Calder 10 0 0|47 |18 } 63

—— 3| ————— {Belly Aclhinabiidge  |Patrick Robertion 14+ o ojfti2 |24 [136




Shire. ‘ P}‘aﬁﬂf:} Pm‘iﬂ:. Staition, I' e "./ 22
Banff 4{Strathbogie [I'yne Cairntewhinny  {John Saunders (1) 6 o o©
e s{Aberlour Inveraven Defkie John Fleyming I 0 O
o G)—————a {Knockando Archiefton Dantel Cruickthanks | 10 o ©
— 7|~ [Aberlour Glenrinifh James Forbes

Invernefs 1{Abernethy |Kirkmichael [Tomacla.an Donald M*‘Donald (2
Braes of Aber-g David M‘Bean

oo 2| e | Abernethy nethy 9
—~———aee 3} | Kinguflty Kingufley John M¢Gregor 10
—e | e [ Alvey Croftcarnoch  |Donald Robertfon (2)] 5
e §| e Cromidale Granton John Elliot {0

4
8o
30
[
33
37
23
25
50

“H—“m—- "

Sulai y \ Ba 5.} Girls ‘70!5!1

5
t5
3

10

12
s
¢
5
15

19
95
33
61
45
52
24
30
b5

(1) This fchool, ereéted on the firft of May 1786, Sir William Forbes of Pitfligo, Dart. gives L.6 additional falary,

* (2) Mt M*Intofh of Bolnefpic gives L.5 in addition to this {chool,

LL



Boy:’ Girls l 711:::/.‘

Shire. Prefbytory. ' Parifb. Station. Maflers. ‘ Salary.

: | : Dell of Rothie-? ‘ | |
Tuvernefs 6] Abernethy  |Duthill - Sijamc:a Giant 1010 o}l19 |14 | 23
{
e B e e oo [ Dochearn Alexander Harvey 9 0 o}z21 |12 33 |
Panlt H Turreff lKing Edward |Newbyth John Urqulart (1) 10 0 o 47 |18 65
Ylpin 1 Yorres Edinkilly Thallicdyvie Peter Cuming I0 O O] 10 7 7
. : Croy, Nairn -
N, 1 Nair ' Aldor N~ , #
INaurn Natrn nd Calder Calder {James Rofe 10 0 ©
e A Dalroy James Catanach 1@ 0 o} 29 5 3.4
. Raobt N Tomie, ? 70 O |
) N ot bt () |2 - -
Invernels  tilaveraefs Luvernels IIIHEII‘IC!S Ales. Frafer,af. s (1) 27 o } 113 61 176
SOV | PO P —— l]\f[;-_umfuﬂury' Duncan Cameron § 0 0} 406 | 490 0F
| .. . ,
e Y e e e e {Obriachan Lauchlan M Lawchlan] 1o o o} 20 | 10
l

L ol . el il — A— e — - _— il - ——

(1) Mr Tirquhart of Blyth gives Lz addivional o thicfchosl,
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Shire. l LDrefbytery P:z:f/]:::—_“ﬂ o 6:;:;:-—__“*?;:;:1“* l Sataiy. | ﬁv_}‘J-lf.i'irf.f.l 1vials

! o e e e e S L
Invernefs  3{Invernefs Doves Bainain Ilew Cumnung 1o o o} z8 |11 |39
——— Y| Daviot L:'.ruzlchy' l]ulm M Ewan 10 O 0O} 30 1.2 42
e G| e e [ Kirkhull Kirkton Julin MTherton 12 0o ¢|30 |21 |54
6| ————— |Petty tlemington r;\ ngus Irazer 1z o o445 |15 |60
-Rofs 1{Chanonry  [Kilearnan Croftnacrich Johu Noble 12 0 C|34 24 |58
2| ——meme— | Kiirkmichael Drumcuddin William Torbes (1) S 10 30 |28 |33
sememer—— 3| Dingrwvall Urquhart Culbockie Witliam M 1etofh . o o 66 |38 lhog
4| ——————— Urray [anburn 4.*""*.11::-;5111'.&1' Grant Ic 0 o35 |28 163
st s B e e [ AlnefS Boath ,Juhn MeIntofl ) 9 o o}27 |25 |52

(1) The parith gives L. 3 additional to this {chool.

( 6 )



Shire. l Profbytery. | Parifh.
Rofs 6{ Dingwall Kiltearn
e e ] — |Fodderty
et § | eeemeeeme— | Contin
—— AT Kilmuir
NUUEENENT Y (o] NERRS———— f k11
i L —— |Rolckeen

Sutherland 1| Tongue Farr

—a | Diurnefs

C:'L‘ECh

“_2

e 3 | Dornoch

Station,

Culbain
Tolly

Strathgrarve

1Calrichie

[uver of Tain

Balvraid
Auchuefs

Cambuflindun

Inverfhean

ﬂ{ r_l/!’f:'.

i e e e d

l Serlary, iﬁq}u GEJ‘JJ.‘TGMZ.

Alex. Campbcll
Thomas Davidfon
Alex. M*Donald
George Rofs
Donald Rofs
John Rofs

John Robertfon
William Calder
John Sutherland

(o o o} 50 |23 |73
12 o o} 17 |12 | 29
2 0 0] 20 6 | 23
10 0 0|40 |23 | 63
12 0 0| 29 9 | 38
8 o 0|37 |25 |62
10 0 O0}32 |1g |46
10 0 o8 |11 {29

g o of 10 5 |15

o8
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N2 ‘ Profbytery. l Parifb. Station, Mafkr. l Sulary. \ Doy ‘l dirls \T:,m/-
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Suthcriand 4] Dornoch Kildonan Cain John Clark g 0 o036 | 10 .} 40
———— §|-———— | Yornoch Skibo James MeKay s 0 oli7 | 6 |23-
Caithnefs  1|Caithnefs  |Wick Ulbfier John Tuloch (1) 9 o © 52
s 2 —— jor——eee— | Nofe Donald Craig (2) g O 0}25 8 | 33

3 3| | ———— | Kiefs James Carment (3) [ 12 0 © | 37 {18 |53
e | smemeeem— | Falkirk Achinarrs Charles Loutit o o o}34 {10 |as
et e § e e | Re3Y Bunahaven John M¢Kay 9 o0 © S
ree—esee f ——em-—~— | Latheron D inbeath I.anrcis Tt 0 0 © 7
—_— e | —————  |Clyth Robert Finlayfon = 8 o0 o

(1, 2, & 3,) Thele three {chools were endowed by the late My. William Hallowell, Chaplain o the Charity Work-

‘houfe in Edinburgh, and are called Hallowell's fchools in terms of his mostification.

18
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LGy, l Girls | Total.

Shire \ FPrefbytery. l Parifh. ! Stution, Mefler. Salury. |
Caithnefs 8| ————— Cani(b; Stroma lland [ William M¢Cullocii " 1:'.1 0 O | T |
Orkney 1 |Carifton Birlay & Havray| Harray Hcétor MfLean (2 0 0;63 |15 |83

2 | e | [ngrfay Thomas Burwick 410 o019 |15 | 34
e § | cemmmameieme | Firth & Stennefs | Garmiiton M tchel Spence g O O} 33 10 |5+
pommemens 4 | Kirkwall Lvie & Randall {Obuck Magaus Linklatter 8§ o o} 30 r 12 | 42
———  § | | Durnefs Stronza John Skethway (1) 5§ 0 of1s | 1 [16
et ] e | Yarpha George Loutit
r——m—e 7 [Zetland Walls Sandnefs George Chyne
UGS . |} F— ——— Foula Ifland  |William Hepry

0 ~— i Tingwall Wecetidale Georze Clunie
o—e—— 10 —— | Dunrofsnefs Ridwick James Strong *

el o Ry e,

- o e we A

Sl

L] f | 11 . [
(1) Lhe parsh gies I..5 mere.
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Shire. ' { ’ri',/?-;)'fr*ij'. ‘ Pﬂr‘%ﬁ. Station. .ﬂfﬁ;{fl'zr. l Sriﬁ!r.}'. l Ba_v,u ‘GE;-,’: l‘Tamf
Orkuey 11 Zetland \Dunrofsnefs Fair Ifle John ITrvine 7 0 ol17 |3 {30
|

Duminies 31 {Dumiies ‘Trogucer Whynichill William Paterfon 10 0 ol 28 | a3 |61

e o eime 2\Penpnnt Tyuron Tynran Robt M:Willlam (1)4] 22 ¢ o

Lanark I‘G a'row Glafgow Glafgow city  'John M*Kellar (2) g o o 290 {19 | 48
-
¥ Edinburgh® 1{Edinburgh  {Edinburgh Edin. city Alex. M‘Gregor (3) | 15 0o o} 67 | v1 | 58

'y er vwpnle |
e e gr.-—.--_---—-. ———m C];;?:l% -wmk }iTwo {chools (4) (0 0 ©

To John Saunders, a fuperannuated man, § 0 ©

Tl -

d— -

-,

[ TR a

(1) Befidesa falary to this fchool, the Society gives annally to the minifler and kirk-felfion of Tynron, for behvof of
the paor of the parith, agrecable to the will of the mortification of John Gibfon of London, Efq; L. 13 Sterling,

(2 & 3) Thefe two {chools were erc&ed for the purpofe of teaching poor Highlanders and theiv children.

(4¢) Thefe two {chools are fupported upon a mortification made by the late William Hallowell, chaglain to the faid
work-houfe \

( €8 )



~ SPINNING-SCHOOLS,

mmj-. l Luarifh. | #‘:')::;m;:. | ;h’,'j.?.". J"E:—_ Calar g, N
Inverncfs  of Abertarph [Bolelkine Fort Augultus [Mavgaret M¢Iutofh | 6 o o©
e 2 —— |Morven Morven Mrs Trafer 6 o ©
———o  3|Skye IS ilmug ISy Mys Graham § 0 ©
e 4! Invernefs [nvernefs Luvernefs | Flifabeth M¢Comie {8 o o

: ot ic- ) - :
e G Aberneathy  [Rothiemurcus D::E:b%:t]“ } :ili.atharufe Grrant 4 0 C
Rofs 1{Chanonry Kilmuir Wefter |Kilmuir Weller [Eliz, MConnochie |7 o ©
2} Dingwall Fodderty Tolly Mrs M¢Kcenzie 6 o o
——— 3 | Allnefs Allnels Mrs M¢Intolh § 0 ©
—rie ; e |Urray FFaurburn Mrs Grant 4 0 ©

|

- SUESEE | VTN FETT Culbh:lae ‘WNrs M<Phall 6 o ¢
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Soire. l ]Jf'{/l{'_t’fﬁ:}'. l [ ’.;r:-:/}.:'. Siction. Aifirels. Silury.
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Cauthnefs I’Caithncfs Dunnct Duanet Ann Oliphant 6 10 ©
OSSN | — Wick frels Mrs Carment 4 0 O
Aberdeen 1jkin. O'Neal [Wefter Micras  {Welter Micras  |Eiizabeth Taflard 6 0 o©
Perth liDumHane ICallander Bridge of Turk IMrs Graham 6 o o
———— 2| —  [Port of MontcithiMary M*‘Gregor § 0 O

3|Dunkeld Kenmore Shian Margaret Campbell § 0 O
—— [ Dull Grandtully Mis Camplicll § 0 O
O 5|.____---.-._.-.. Weem Weem Mary M‘Gregor § 0 O
—e e B Kenmare Moreinch Mrs M¢Intyre 3 0 O

e e




- mpiagge - gyl

Shire. Pi'{ﬁgtf.—:gv.
Argyle nverary
———— 2iLom
| e e
T T
e G Kintyre

Kilmartin
Laggan
Kilnmver
Muckearn
Glenorchy
Kilcalmonel
Kilbride
Sk:pnefs

Cilonfay

Station.

g

Duntroon
Laggan
Duachai
Muckearn
Glenorchy
Whitchoufe
Kilbride
Skipnefs

| [
SCEL:: .rﬂlg

Miflrefs.

— —r e ————— ey .

Mary Campbell
Margaret MDonald
Ann M‘Kenazie

Janet M<Callum

Mary Smith

A Campbell
Mrs M‘Wattie
Jean Cruikfhanks

jﬂnft M‘Lﬁﬂﬂ

e e Y

§ 0 O
3 0 ©
§ 0 O
3 0 O
§ 0 O
5§ 0 o
5§ 0 O
6 o o

Sa}ﬂr.y'
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Lfﬂ' of Schovimaflers and § clsar:!mg:ﬂnﬂ' es formerly employed by the Cammj_i:,ﬁ'au-.
ers on the Annexcd Llutes, fur wwbam ibe Socicty muakes a pem porary provia
./mu thoweh not enrolled on their liff, before receiving the fum aliorved by Par-
licviment wul fiftlw dells due l'_y fﬁ#ﬁuJ @?JIEJ, PJ_}.I&&:’ tc CGovscrimeitit.

=~——_‘_——*—"—_—-_-——-_.—_-___=T-_—-—.—_H__—____=‘====m

SCHOOL MASTERS.
Lftate of Perih.
Strelitz, *L.s 4 o James Brown.
Craigneich, § o o Andrew Buchannan.
Glenartucy, § o o John Lumfidain.
Erete of drnpricr.
Sirathyre, 5 o o JohnFerzufon.
Ljlaze of Lectgaiy.
Lochgarv, a o o Donald Camcron.
L Zate of Strowanrn.
Kinlochrannoch, 10 o o Archibald Campbell,
Finnart, 10 o o Roderick Kennedy.
Glenorchty, 7 o o Alexander Robertfonn.
CamagranandCsrrie, § o o G.Cummin Jo. Car-
Eylate of Locihiel, IMEron.
Kinlocharkaig, 21 13 4 Alexander M¢Intcih
Strathlochie, 10 o o Alexander M¢‘Phece.
Namore, X1 13 4 Duncan Cameron.
‘ Eftate of Clunie.
Clunie, 11 13 4 Ewan M<Pherfon,
Lfiate of Cromarty.
Coigach, 12 10 o Donald Lyon.
scuth Uift, ~10_o o James Beverley.
L.133 14 o

* The above falaries may appear difproportioned, but it is obferved,
that where the faiaries here oiven are fmall, they are made up by the
inkabitants of thefe diitriéts by agreement ; where they are large, the
mafters have gothing e!fe, or a greater fum is given on account of merit
ﬂnd fCIViCCu
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SCHOOLMISTRESSES.

To Mrs. Campbell fpinning-miftrefs, Crief, L.10 o ¢
Mrs. M¢Leifh ditto, at Muthill, 5 O o
Mrs. King ditto, at Auchterarder, 8 o o
DMary MNab ditto,at Boglot ncarCallander, 8 o o
Mrs. M<Ewen ditto, at Callander, 2 O ©
Mrs. M<Diarmed ditto, at Kilochrannochy, 8 o o
The Spinning-miftrcfs at Clunie, 2 G O
Mrs. Gillefpic at Dunblane § © ©
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THE PRESIDENT, DIRECTORS, AND OTTICERS

OF THL

SOCIETY, FOR TIHE YCAR 1737,

A —————— A L R I . s st —
EARLOF KIXMNNQUIL, PRESIDENT OF THE SCCIETY.

CJHJ .’H!‘L’ft'f,‘ :.:7:‘ D:’f 't'-.'.-?.‘.ii".i'-

Sir John DBelches, Bart. Prefident of the
Commictec.

Th: Larl of Hyndford.

Rv.Sir Henry Moncref, of Wellwood, Bart.

R:ov, Jobn Erikme, D. D. ']

Fev. William Gloag, D.D.

i Minifters
R2v. Thomas Randal. }
l

cf Edinburgh.
Rev. Andrew tHunter,D.D. :

Hev. Johin Kemn. )
Rev. Thoinas Snell Tones.
Robert MIntoin, E{q; Advecate.
My Andrew Zam:lcon.

Mr John Moncriefh

Mr John Gloag, Merchant in Fdinburgh.
Mr Horace Cannon, Clerk to the Sirnet.
‘{faac Grant, E{q; Clerk to the dignct.



( 9o )

Officers of the Seciety.

Jolin M‘Tarlan, D. D. Secietary.
William Galloway, E{q; Dean of Guild and
Merchant in Edinburgh, Comptroller.
RobertChalmers, E{fq; Accomptant General
of Excife, Accomptant.

John Davidfon, Efq; Writer to the Signet,
Treafurer.

James Forreft, Efq; Writer to the Signet,
Clerk.

Mr James Bonar, joint Clerk.

Mr Archibald Lundie, Writer to theSignet,

Bookholder.

M. Gray, frontof the Exchange, Bookfeller.
Diungo Watfon, Beadle.
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Annual and other Benefaiions are recerved by
the following Perfons.

INn EDINBURGH,
By John Davidfon, Efq; Writer to the Sig-
net, Treafurer to the Society.

IN LoxNDON,
By Thomas Coutts, E{q; Banker in the

Strand.
John Mf‘Intofh, E{q; No. 8. North fide

of the Royal Exchange, Secretary to

the Society.
Wilhham Fuller, Efq; and Son, Bankers

Lombard-Street.
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Form of a Bequeft or Legacy.

ftem, 1 give and bequeath the {fum of
to the Coclety 1n Scotland
for Propagating Chriftian knowledge, to be
applied (to the purpofes of the firlt or fe-
cond patent, as the donor pleafes.)—Sce
both patents, p. 54 and 59, of the account
of the Society, publifhed in May 1774.

Thofe who may be pleafed to favour
this Society with Bequefts or Legacies, are
intreated to exprefs their intention in the
very words above dire@ted ; and particu-
larly to take care that the words, iz Scotiand,
be not ouitred,

THE END,
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