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2 Corinth. iii. 1.
~-—-= avhere ke Spirit of the Lord is, there is Liberty.

Gal. v. 1.

Stand faft therefore in the Liberty eberewith Chrift bath made us
free, and be not entangled again in the Yoke of Bondage.
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The Publifther

TO HIS

LAY-READERS.

T is fufficiently known to all the thinking ‘Part
of Mankind, bow difficult it is to alter Opi=
A nions long and wuiverfally receiv’d. The
Prejudices of Education, Cuftom and Exam-
ple, are generally very flrong; it may therefore
Seem, in @ manner, needlefs to publifb any Thing
contrary tofuch long imbib’d znd gencrally receiv’'d
Opinions. It were, however, much to e wg’/lf’a’,
that Men would confider bow glorisus a Conqueff
| they make, when they [bake off all manner of
t, Prejudice, and briug themfelves to think freely,
fairly, and honettly.
This is to think and a& like Men ’tis a Pri-
vilege common to Mankind; ’tis the only way to
- promote the Iuterefls of Truth and Liberty in the
P r:ordd s and furvely, none but Slaves «nd Lovers
of Daginicn and Darknefs can be out of bunour
at &y vor would any Maun, or any Set of Men,
| pretend to binder others from a freeimpartial En-
qairy into Matters of Religion efpecially, if they
‘ bad not fome finiflcr Defigus in fo doing. Iy
2 i4
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My Bretbren of the Laity, as it is to you thas
1bis Letter is addre(s’d, and chiefly for your Sakes
that I take the Liberty of Publifbing it it is bop’d
you'll ferioufly cuijider the Contents of it. 9e
Generality of the Clergy were always too fond of
Power to quit their Pretenfions to ity by any thing
that was ever yet faid by purticular Perfons ; bus
my Brethren, bow foon (bouid W E bundle their
Pride, did we all beartily and unaninoufly yoin H
in afferting our own natural Rights and Liberties
iz Oppojition to their unrighteous Claims. Befides, |
W E could inake ufe of move prevailing Arguments
than any tiat bave ocen yet ¢dvanc’d, 1 wmean
Sfuch as oppefe their teniporal Intevefls. It is in-
poffible they could long flasd againft the united
Force of [o powerful Autasomfts. Fruth managd
by the Laity in Opoofiticn to thewi and their teii-
poral Iurerefs, wonld do much.  Their pretending
20 be the Direfors of Men’s Conjiiences, and Em-
baffadors of the meek and lewly Felus, (twere
greatly 1o be wi’d they fludy’d sisore to imitate
Jo peifet a Modil of Meekzefs and Humility, and
pretended lefs to a Power that belougs not to’em )
and their affuming fuch like fine Titles, ougk:* uot
20 frighten us out of a good Caufe, The glorious
Caufe of Chriftian Liberty. It is very provable,
indecd, that according te their laudable Cuftom,
they will ake very free wirh the Charaflers of |
thofe that oppofe their Schemes, and like 6?:;/1, |
orthodux Diviues, cill them Hereticks, uBfound
in the Fuith, andfo ou but there is no Argument
sn fuch kind of Language, nor will i ever per-
Sfrade.  And we rught to walue fuch ridiculous
Epithets juft as liztle as St Pavl didy, Alts 24.
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14. fince inflead of & Reproack, they may be our
greateft Glory and Hemour. Such kind of Treat-
mient was always Jook’d npon 0 be a firong Argue
ment either of 3 bad Caufe or a weak fide. Tbat
it is our Duty ic make a vigorous Oppofition to
them, is plain from thefe two Confiderations :
Firtt, that when and wherever Men blindly fub-
mitted themfelves to the Impofitions of Priefls,
whetber “Popifb, Presbyterian or Epifcopal, &c.
Ignerance and Errory Bigotry, Eutbufiafin and
Superflition, more or lefs, and in Proportion to
Such Submiffion, moft certainly enfu’d, _And Se-
condly, Tkat all the Perfecutious, Cruelties,
Mif:hiefs and Diftarbances, that ever yet bap-
pen’d in the Church, took their rife from the u-
Sfurp’d Power and Antbority of ber lawle(s Sous.
Let us then to the utmoft of eur Power endeavonr
to preferve and maivtain Truth, Common Senfe,
univerfal Charity, and brotberly Love, Peace and
Tranquility, as recommended in the Golpel of Je-
fus, in this our infaut and growing Nation, by
Sfleadily cppofing thofe, whofe Meafures tend to
nothing lefs than utterly to fubvert and defiroy all,
Nothing, in all‘Probability, can prevent our be-
ing a wvery flourifbing and bappy People, but our
Juffering the Clergy to get upon cur Backs, and
ride us, as they do their Horfcs, where they
pleafe.

I (ball make ro other Apology to the Author, or
any one elfe, who may think it nufair to publifb
what was only a private Letter to my felf, tban
this, viz. that I believ’d it might be ufeful.

Your affe&ionate Brother,
and hearty Well-wither,
A LAYMAN.,
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SIR,
ég(?"SE\‘T 1s fomewhat furprizing, that a

¥ Sermon, which you tell me in yours
izt I %2 is faid o be preach’d herc by a

Stranger, {whom you belicve to be
%@ﬁ% your %ur;lbic Scrvznt) fhould make
fo great a Noifc already, as you {peak of, ef=
peually at the Diftance you live from P4 viladel-
phia. As I have no Reafon to induce me to
conceal it, I own I did give a Difcourfe, in the

fcrmomzmg way, upon thc Sub)cét you men-

tion.
You fay, the chrcfcntatlon made of it in
your Part of the Country, has given Occafion
to much Speculation, not only among fome of
the Clergy of the Presbyterian Denomination,
but many of the Prieft-ridden Laity, who, it
feenis arc put into a Pannick, and much alarm’d

at the fuppos’d Tendency ofit. I would not
willingly




(7)

willingly offend any; but fome People’s being
offended at important Truths, ought not to
hinder their being urg’d and inculcated. All 1
have to fay about the Load of hard Names
which you tell me they begin already to heap
upon me, is, that their Reproaches, however
inveterate, cannot at all hurt me ; nor can they
affe@t me any farther than to excite Pity and
Compaffion towards the Authors of them. I
am not much furpriz’d at the Conduét of a cer~
tain Set of Clergy, efpecially fince Calumny &
Reproach, where they could not command the
civil Sword, were (for want of Argument)
always the Weapons with which they fought,
whenever their exorbitant Ciaims to Power &
Authority were oppos’d. I moft heartily wifh
them a better temper.  Chriftianity teaches us
20 blefs them that curfe us, to pray for them that
defpitefully wfe and perfecute us. And I think
indeed, the Names of the aforefaid Perfons
ought to be given in, to all wecll-dispos’d
Chriftian Congregations in the Province, to be
publickly pray’d for every Sabbath.

As I was always a Lover of Truth and Chri-
ftian Liberty, my only Dzfign in the Difcourfe
was to promote the Intercfts of both.

I hacf almoft forgot to tell you, that (if we
may believe Report) aGentleman of this City,
in 2 Sermon which he preached here not long
ago, out of his great and azbundant Zeal for
Orthodoxy and the Safety of the Church, fug-
gefted to his Audience, that there were fome
Preachers lately come into this Country, who
might be F¢iits, (a moft furprizing Difcovc;

ry !
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ry!) and whofe Credentials, for that Reafon,
oaght to be enquir'd into. Some of thofe that
heard him, fay it was very eafy, by the Te-
nor and Strain of his Difcourfe, to apprehend
who were pointed at in the Infinuation ; and
think the Probability of their Conjecture %rcat-
ly ftrengthen’d, by the vaft Care, godly Pains,
- and picus Induftry made ufe of by this won-
derfully charitable Son of the Church, to hin-
der Mr. H--p--/l, whofe Story you know, from
getting a Place to preach in.

How well founded the Charge of Fefuitifm s,
where this Reéverend and worthy Gentleman
(if Report be truc) would fix it, is not difhi-
cult toapprehend : Some are ill-natur’d enough
to fuggett, the Charge may much more juitly,
be laid elfewhere, and that thc Occaficn ot his
Clamours 1s his Fear of lofing fome of *is Pa-
rithioners. How ftrangely cenforious the
World is grown !

Your Advice to print the Sermon in my own
Defence, as you callit, is what I do not at all
relifhy nor can I comply with for very obvious
Reafons. Yet upon the Suppofition which you
make of my refufing this; fince you infift upon
it as the only Evidence I can give of that Ef-
tecem and Regard which I always profefs’d for
you, I fo far comply with your Defire, as to
fend you fome loofe Hints of what was advanc’d
in that Sermon. And as I only write this Let-
ter for the Perufal of a Friend, fo I hope you
will excufe Want of Method and Exactnefs
1n it, which I really refolve to be noway folli-
citous about, nor fhall I &ri@ly confinc myfclf

to
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to the Method, or Manacr of Expreflion made

ufe of in the Sermon, left we turn too grave up=
on it. Without any farther Preamble, then,
let us come to the Point.  After the Formali-
tics of an IntroduCtion dod Textual Explicas
tion, which I fhan’t trouble you with; the
Queftion propos’d to be confider’'d was,

Whether it be lawful to impofe any other Term
of Comrrunion; Chrifiian or Mnifterial, thau the
Belief of the Holy™ Scriptures?  Or, Wbhether a
Mau that profeffes to believe the Holy Scriptuves,
and the Chriftian Scheme of Religicn as contain'd
in them, ought not to be admirved toChriftsan and
Miuifterial Communion, if no Reafon casi be al-
bedg'd againft bim iu other refpets, why be fbould
2208 ¢ ‘

The general Method in which it was pros
pos'd to manage this Point, was to confider
the principal Arguments offer’d by thofe who
contend for otlier Terms of Communior than
the Belief of the haly Scripteres, £€9¢. and to
endeavour to thew their Weaknefs. -

The ird ARGUMENT examin’d was this:

A Thing agrced on by almofp all Chriftians
Churches, of all Denominations : A Tking unie
verfally practic’d in the early Times of Chrifliainie
ty. &c. onght ot to be abolih’d witheut the
Srongeft Reafons.  For tho' it be acknowledg’d
that cven the greateft Unanimity of the Chrifiian
Church in general, does not amount to a full

- Proof of the Truth of émy Pofition, or the Reds

fonableiefs
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onablene(s of any Cufom or Prafice; yet » .a/f
£¢ ca;{f'ef{:d,f that i/;e [faid Unanimity form: at
leaft @ very firong Prefumption in Bebaif ¢} *he
Pofition afferted, or the Pradtice efiablifb’d.
Now for the Psint in queftion, we bave Antiquity,
Unanimity, aud the Fradice of the Church Time
out of miid. .

ANSWER |

As there is no great Strefs laid upon this
Argument, “fince it 1s confefs’d that Antiquityy,
Unanimity, &¢. cannot amount to a tall Proof,
and do at beft but form a ftrong Prefumption,
fo I might without much Prejudice to that
Caufe that T here contend for, The Caufe df
LIBERTY, leave faid ‘Argument wholly
unanfwer’d § but to evince that the Caufe of Li-
berty in this Cife, fcems to have the Advantage |
on all fides, let it be obferv’d chat the Cuftom
contended for is not Apeftolical. We fee no=
thing of it in the Holy Scriptures; nay the ve-
ryr contrary may moit probably be deduc’d from
fevera! Paffages. When the Eaunuch, when-
Cornelins, when Three Thoufand Souls at once,
were converted, there is not the leaft Mint,
that any of the Articles of Faith now fliffly
maintain’d by fome Ses of Chriftians as effen-
tial ones, and cftecm’d by others not neceflary,
and altogether rejected by others as erroncous,
were impos’d as Terms of Communion, or even
mention’d at all. It rather appears, that no-
thing more was required of thefe new Convercs,
but that they thould acknowledge Fefus Chrift
to be the Mefliah promifed by the Prophets,

t

A




9 & a -

2 . - e
§ N w = = 1 & o (P F N, 0w W
\

(11)
the Son of God; and that they fhould to- the
beft ot their Power, a& agreeable to his Pre-
cepes, and obey his Laws., And really there
was hardly a Poffibility, that one Difcourfe
fhould inform them of all the metaphyfical No-
tions, nice Diftinétions, which are now brought
into our Confeffions of Faith as neceflamy Articles,
Had infinite ' Wifdom thought it any wvay ne-
celtary, or ufeful, to frame long Confeflions of
Faith, ortoeitablith numerous Tefts of Ortho-
dory, asisnow done in moft Chriftian Churches,
18 it to be fuppos’d, that neither our Saviour
nor his Apottles would have left any fuch thipg
in their Writings ; cfpecially if it be confider’
that many Things arc wrote, which in point
ot Importance are not to be compar’d to the
Neceffity or Ufefulaefs of Creeds contended
for by the Impofers of them ?
_ In the two or three firft Centuries of Chrif=
tianity, thofe acquainted with the Hiftory of
thofe Times, tell us, they can find no Signs,
no Footfteps of fuch Confeflions of IF aith, or
Teits of Orthodoxy. The Creed commonly
called the Apottle’s Creed, is on all hands al-
low’d to be an ancient Piece; it is fuppos’d by
fome, to be compos'd in the Beginning of the
third Century ; and this is the utmoft Antiqui-
ty that the Learn’d will allowit. This Creed,
however, is rather for than againft the Princi-
ple here contended for : And indeed it is very
obfervable, that it is couch’d in fo loofe 2 Mari.
ner, with refpe@ to the Points chiefly contro-
verted among Chriftians, that it is highly pro-

bable it was fram'd on Eurpofc with that re-

2 markable




- (r2)

markable Latitude, in order to let into the
Church all fuch as in general fincerely believe
the Holy Scriptures, tho’ with refpe@ to ma-
ny metaphyfical Speculations, they thould wide-
Iy differ from other Chriftians, or, if you will,
from the far greateft Number of the Members
of the Catholick Church.  This having in all
Probabdility been the prudent Pralice of the
two firft Centyries, the Framers of this Creed
thoughtit proper not to recede much from that
difcreet Proceeding, whatever it was that in-
duc’d them to make the faid Creed, and en-
-gag’d afterwards the Church to receive and im-
pofe it,  Upon the whole, The Pradtice of the
Apoftles, and of the pureft Ages of Chriftiani-
ty, with refpet to the Matter in Debate,
feeming to be on the Side of Liberty in this
Cafe, a3 good deal ot Advantage might be ta-
ken trom it; but having Arguments to offer
which I think of much greater Weight, I will
infer nothing from the aforefaid Obfervations,
‘but that they are more than fufficient to remove
the firft Dificulty "alledg’d. What has been
done fince thefe primitive Times, may be look’d
upon as a general Corruption, and the Autho-
rity of the Church in this Cafe is of no greater
Force, than it was in refpeé to the many A-
bufes which our Reformers have fuccefsfully
oppos’d : Nor indeed can our happy Refor-
mation from Popery and religious Slavery be
defended upon any other Principle than what is
here aflferted. |

h.Anot'her ARGUMENT confider’d was
tnis | o
’ Every §
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- Every Society, fay Creed-Impofers, bas o
Right to make fuch Laws as feem neceffary for
its Support and Welfare : The very Nature of &
Society requires, nay [uppofes tbis; elfe it would -
lic open to all kinds of Euemies ; there woald be no
Provifion, no Remedy againft the Intrufion of Ad-
verfaries, that night deflroy its very Vitals; in
a Word, no Meaus to keep them off. or turn them
out. And why of all imaginable Societies, a Chri-

 Stian one alone (bould be depriv’d of fuch a Righs,

is not 10 be accounted for. It is acknowleds’d,
{ay they, that in a cbriftian Civil Society, penal
Laws may be juftly made, to punifb even to Death
niotorious Tranfgreflors of the Rules of Morality 5

now, either you muft fuppofe that all [peculative
Matrers of Religion are indifferent, or, in other

- Words, that there are no Articles of Faith necef-
fary to Salvation, or elfe you muft own, that fuch

Perfous as obflinately refufe to believe fuch nece/-

Sfary Articles, may lawfully, nay ought to be ex-

cinded that chriftian Society, wkevein the faid
Articles are receiv’d as effential to Chriflianity.

AN S W E R.

The Parallel thac is fo frequently drawn be-
tween a Society confider‘d meerly as civil; or as
concern‘d only in Temporals, is very lame, or
rather, it is no Parallel atall. A civil Society
may lawfully indeed make what Laws it pleafes
for its Detence, Prefervation and Welfarc ; It

13 not accountable for fuch Laws to any fupc-

rior earthly Power; it has noother Mafter here
befides the Confent of the Plurality, or the Will

of
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of one or mor: whom the Plurality has appoin-
ted to a& for the Good ot the whole Body.
But a chriftian Society has no manner ot Righs
to make any Laws that may any how intringe
upon the Laws already made by our common
lgng Fefus ; or that may in any Mecalure
encroach upon the Rights and Privileges of
his Subjeéts. Our King is abfent, he has
left us a Syftem of Laws which is on ali Hands
own’d to be perfe@ and compleat (and for that
R cafon, no (Bccaﬁon for new Law:) and they
that acknowledge him for their King and
Head, and believe that Syftem to contain his
Will in tull, and feem refolv’d to a& accord-
ingly, are upon that very Account to be ad-
mitted Members of the Chriftian Society or
Church. For this our {piritual King has not
deputed any one to be here on Earth his Vice-
gerent, or to interpret that Will as he pleafes,
and impofe that Interpretation on any. Every
Subje& is equal to any other Subjeét; their
Concerns have nothing to do with this World ;
cvery one is accountable for his Beliet to Chritt
alone. Let no Man then prefume to judge of
another Matter’s Servant.  One Man’s Salvation
does,not interfere with the Salvation ot ano-
ther Man, and theretore every Man is to be
left at Liberty to werk it out by what Method
he thinks beft.

Speculative Points are not indifferent, but
then their Neceffity or Importance varies 5 it
increafes or diminifhes according to the various
Circumftances and Ca%acitics of thofc to whom

they arc propofed, Thofe Articles of Faith
which
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which the Society is pleas’d to declare to be
cflential; or neceflary to Salvation, may not
appear fo to this or t’other Man, altho’ he ac«
knowledge Fefus Chriff to be his Redeemer or
fpiritual Monarch: Now the Society’s infifting
upon the Effentiality or Neceflity of fuch Ar-
ticles, does not add to them one Grain of Im-
portance with refpect to this or t’other Man’s
{piritual Welfare. |

It Jefus Chrift has not moft diftin&ly and
pofitively pronounc’d that fuch and fuch a {pe-
culative Point, underftood fo and fo and not o-
therwife, is neceflary to Salvation; then the So-
ciety’s peremptorily pronouncing and impofing
the Beliet of 1t, according-to its own Interpre=«
tation, as 2 Term of Chriftian or Minifterial

Communion, feems plainly to be an unjuftifiable

affluming of a Power that belongs to Chrift a-
lone, a Tyrannical Treating as a Rebel, a
Man whom perhaps Jefus Chrift himfelf loves
as one of his moft faithful Subjeéts, and a mani-
feft Infringement upon the moft facred Laws of
chrittian Charity.

The Words obftinate, obftinately, and the like,
are of no Force here ; God alone knows whe-
ther a Man that refufes tc believe fuch or fuch
a {peculative Point, be guilty of Obfinacy or no.
What feems to Men to be the Effect of Obfti-
nacy, may in reality be the noble Refult of a
fteady Sincerity, and a real Love of Truth. -

Here perhaps it will be faid; that by this
Scheme all manner of Power and Authority is
taken away fromthe Church, even with refpect
to Matters of Indifferency, as fuppofe Scttlix;xg |
% | the -
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the outward Modes and Circumftances of Wor«

fhip. And it is very trae, indeed ; I know no
proper Legiflative Authority fhe is invefted

with, no Power to make Laws which Chrift has

not already made, and impofe thofc Laws as
Terms of Communion.

The Church, according to the very Notion of
our Antagonifts, muft be refolv’d into the Majo-
ricy. By the by it may happen, that a Blockhead,
or a wicked Man may have the Caftiag Vote, for
citablifhing this or that Rite or Ceremony, or
this or that Doctrine. A very comfortable

‘Thing indeed, that Terms of Communion fhould

be impos’d by the Decifion of fuch a Man!
A miftaken, I had almoft faid a ridiculous No-
tion of Unity, is the Spring of all thofe tyran-
nical Pretences which occation the Difpute be-
forcus. Some of our Adverfariesieem to think
1t cffential, or at leaft highly ufetul to the In-
terefts of Chriftianity; that therc thould be not
only an Unity of Opiuion, but an outward U-
niformity in Worfhip, (and indeed, as to Wor-
thip, aswell as Opinion, an outward Uniformi-
ty1s all that the moft abfolute Church Autho-
rity can effect; for as to the fecret Thoughts
and Sentiments it cannot reach them) whereas
in reality fuch an Uniformity is neither the One
nor the Other. And if it be of fome Advan-
tage, I cannot help thinking, that allowing
Chriftians as much Liberty as is here contended
for, is the likelicit Means to produce that very
Unity, or Uniformity, fo much recommended.
The Reafon is plain; many a Man who juttly
and with Indignation rejects an crroncous Opi-

pe IO mi:?
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nion, or aninfignificant Rite, which the Church
or Religious Society would impofe upon him as
a Term of Chriftian Communion, that is, as a
Thing effential to the Being or at leaft to the
Purity of Chriftianity, would let People qui-
ctly go on in fuch an Opiuion if it were not of
an evil Tendency, and join with them in the
infignificant Rite if it were lctt to his Choice.

In abundance of Things in Life, but moft
pecaliarly in Religion, a rational Creature may

cafily be led, vut will not be driven. And tho’

2 Thing be in itfelf of little Confequence, yet
the Making or Declaring it cfleatial, rendersit
highly prejudicial to Religicn ; and therefore
out of a difcreet Zeal, rot any Obftinacy, a
good Man may rejet and oppofe it, becaufe
enforc’d as material : Whercas if look‘d upon
and left as what it really 1s, he would fcarccly
mind it, much lefs would he {cruple to com=
ly.

P}But fuppofe that an outward Uniformity
could be introduc‘d into the Catholick Church,
yet at leaft an inward Unity, a Unity of Affec-
tion, which is infinitely preferable; would
in all Probability foon fpring from Libcrty.
T'ruth having then full Room to play, would
foon diffufe it felf, and {cttle in almott cvery
Man‘s Breaft, at leaft with refpeét to Matters
of Importance in Religion.

On the other Hznd, that fame Liberty
would probably foon lead Pcople to lay afide
all impertinent Practices, and caufc them per-
tetly to forget, or at leait hardly to think it
worth while Difputing about a Number of

C mctaphyfical
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metaphyfical ufclefs Points, which the Spirit
of Pride and a2 Love of Power and Authority
on onc fide, and Impatience of {piritual Servi-
tude on the other, turn into fo many Engines
of Coatention and War.

Here it may be farther ask‘d ; Muft there
not be fome Form of Worfhip ? Muft aot that
be agrced on? Muft it not be carricd by the
Majority either of the whole Church, or of
thofe who arc appointed to prefide in it, and
fettle fuch Matters? Yes. Well what then ?
Why if there be in the Church fome retractory
Perfon, who not liking the Form ot Worthip,
or, if you will, the Confefhon of Faith agreed
on, What muft be done with him? Why tru-
ly, juft nothing.

If 2 Man thinks your Worfhip inconfiftent
with the Purity of Chriftianity, or your Con-
fefiton of Maith fubverfive of fcme fundamental
Tenets, and that you (i.e. the Church in ge-
neral, or the acknowledg‘d Rulers of it) on
the other Hand, be convinc'd that all your
Tenets or Rites, or fome of them, which are
rejected by that Man, arc either neceflary, or
fo highly ufetul, that the Salvation of others
would be endanger‘d, or that their Inftruction
and Edification cannot fo well be carried on
without them ; then indeed (and not perhaps
in any other Cafe ; for it were better to erafe
out of your Creed twenty uncertain Tenets,
which, if true, have little or no Influence on
the Conduct of Men; and abolith twenty tri-
vial Formalities in publick Worfhip, than to
offend one fingle weak Brother, and move him
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to {cparate from you) then indeed, I fay, you
may rctain fuch Tencts, and keep up the Prac-
tice of fuch cxternal A&s ot Devetion: For
furely you, i.e. a Number of Men, have the
fame Liberty to think and a& in Recligion as
that onz Man has.
But then, what will authorize you, or the
Church to impofe thefe your Tencts and Forms
- | upon him as Terms of Communion? You can-
not fay he is not a Chriftian, for he folemnly
, | profefles to belicve the holy Scriptures. Let
~ § him alone as to his Belief. Nay, hear him pa-
ticntly if he be willing to preach to you; for
' | be may beinthe right ; and as to publick Wor-
thip, why fhould you hiader him from joining
with you if he pleafes? He certainly is or may
be (and that May be is cquivalent toa Certain-
ty with refpe& to our Daty to him) I fay, he
15, or may Lz, a true Chriftian, and as fuch I
think one may defie all the World to fhow
from Scripture or Reafon, that Jefus Chrift,
the fole King and Governor of the Chriftian
Church, allows any Man, or any Sct of Men,
or any Nation, to refufe him Admittance to all
the Advantages and Comforts of Chrifiian, and
confequently Miniftcrial Communion.

Tc make Judging of a Man’s Soundnefs in
the Faith, who proiciles himfelf a Chrigtian,
to make that, I fay, a Matter of Prudence,
and to inveft any Sct of Men with a Power of
thus Judging, and Cenfuring and Fxcommuni-
cating according to their Dcterminations, ia
Prodigioufly odd among Protcftants. It feems
the Affertors of fuch Maxims do not confider
Ca that
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that they make fuch Judges juft fo many Popes.

As to thofe Texts of Scripture which are
fometimes adduc’d to prove fuch an Authority
in the Church, they are, in my humble Ogpini-
on, juft nothing to thc ‘p:rpofc. That we
ought to pay a certain Refpect and Civility to
fuch Perfons as are appointed to teach others, -
- to prefide in the Church, and to take Care that
Things be done dccently aad in ordcer, is not,
I believe, deny’d by any body ; and that is all
that can be fairly inter’d from fome of thofe
Paffages of Scripturc. And it appears too,
that the reit of the faid Paflages are applicable
only to the Apoftles, or to thofe Paftors who
in the Apoftolical Times were endued with the
Gifts ot the Holy Ghott. And really, common
Obfervation thews us, that your &iff Maintain-
ers of Church-Authority, are as far, if not far-
ther, than any other Men, from being blefs'd
with thofe heavenly Qualifications.

h;A“OthCl‘ ARGUMENT confider'd was
t Is;

Private Fudgment in Matters of Religion, will
Surely be allsw'd of by Creed-Oppoters;  Now,
if every Man may judge for bimfelf, then ke sy
join with fuch other Men as think as ke does.
They may form a Society, and [eparate thenifelves
froin all others, who in their Way of Thinkir§
maintain pernicious Errvcrs. They may reject any
Teacher that entertains ervopeous Notions
Poirts which they look upon as elfential. It were
very bardtraly, fay Creed-Impofers, that Mev

/Zwald
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fbould niot bavetbe Liberty of chufing theirTeachers,
If a Man that offers tc be a Minifier or Teacker,
refufe 1o fubfcribe the Confeflion of Faith receiv’d
in that Seciety into which be would be introduc’d
as a Teacher, that Society bas reafon so think thar
that Man entertains and might broash Heretical
Dodtrines; and if they bave a Right to rejec¥
bim, ‘twould be wvery imprudent to admit bim.
And thofe Proceedings, fay they, can by mo
Meays be fliled Perfecution, or any thiug like it.
The Mau thus excluded Chriftian or Misifterial
Commuion, does not thereby [uffer in bis Perfon,
Iutereft or Reputation;, far be it from us, fay
they, to make ufe of Gibbets, Tortures, &c. nay
to do @ Man any Harm for Heretical Principles,
that bave no Tendency to fubvers the civil Society.
Nor do we imagine, that 3 Man's being excluded
Communion with this or that Chriftian Society,
can affedt bis (piritual Conicerns. We do not judge
of the State of bis Confcience, much lefs do we pro-
nognce Damnation, &c. Therefore there is bere
00 placing our felves in the “fudgment-Seat of
Chrift, there is no ufurping an Authority that be-
longs to bim alone, &c.

ANSWER.

How from the Right of private Judgment
(and as to that Right, we had as good give up
at once, our Reafon, our Religion and all, as
part with it) how from that Right, I fay, it
is infer’d, that you may refufe a Man Chriftian
or Minifterial Communion, upon Account of
his differing from yon in Matters difputable, I
confefs I am utterly at a Lofs to fee. Before I
proceed,

— — -
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proceed, I muft obferve, that by Matters dif-
putable amongft Chriftians, I mean all fuch as
arc or may be controverted. Perhaps 1t will
be faid, that a Man may difpute even the Truth
of Chriftianity itfelf, rejeét Chrift, look upon
him as an Impoftor, &¢c. Well, what then?
Why, fay they, muft even that Man be admit-
ted into Chriftian Communion with us? The
Anfwer is obvious: That Man does not at all
pretend to Communion, for he declares himfelf
no Chriftian ; he denies the Truth of Chriftia-
nity in general. We don’t exclude him, he
excludes himfelf. But this is altogether out of
the Queftion: For the Perfon here fuppos’d, is
one that profefles to believe the Holy Scrip-
tures, or who declares himfelf a Chriftian.
But to return.

The Right of private Judgment feems to me
moft fairly and evidently to lead us to a Confe-
quence direétly oppofite to the one that was
deduc’d. If I allow my fclf the Privilege of
private Judgment, furcly I cannot without In-
juitice deny it to another. I happen to differ
widely from this or that Man, concerning this
or that Speculative Point; I fhould certainly
think it very rafh in him to declare I am no
Chriftian ; fince I am confcious I believe in
Chrift, and exert my beft Endeavours to un-
derftand his Will aright, and ftriétly to follow
it. By that grand Law of Chriftianity, what=
Joever ye would that Men (bould do unto you, do
ye likewife unto them, I ought not to pafs on him
that Judgmenr, which I fhould think very pre-
fumptuous as well as uncharitable in him. NO:r
the




!
|

(23)
the Cafe between a whole Socicty and one
Man, is exactly the fame as between Man aad
Man; the Number of Perfons on one fide, and
their Fewnefs on the other, docs not make any
Alteration in it.

Shall W E refufe that Man Commuhion
with us Chriftians, who perhaps is deem’d by
the Almighty himfelf a good Chriftian ? What
Authority have we for doingfo ? Iufinite Wif-
dom has not thought it proper to appoint any
infallible Interpreters of his Reveal’d Will,
and to impofe this Interpretation of theirs asa
Term of Communion. Aad if he has not, how
come any Set of Men to pretend to a Power
of dectermining the Senfe of the Holy Scrip-
tures for others. Why fbeuld I pretend to
impofe my Senfe of the Scriptures, or of any
part of them, upon you, any more than youyours
upon me? and fince a Pretence to Infallibility
is abfurd, thefe Interpretations may in man
Inftances be wrong, and when this is the Cafe
(as itismuch to be fear’d, it but too often hap-
pens) Error and Falthood is impos’d inftcad
of Truth. |

But fuppofe nothing but Truths be impos’d,
it can never anf{wer the End intended. The
Man on whom they are impos’d is either con=
vinc’d of, and confequently believes them, or
he is not, and confequently does not believe
them. If he be convinc’d, there is no Occa-
fion for fuch Impofition at all, it is altogether
unneceflary and toolith. If he be not, this Me-
thod will never clear up his Underftanding ;
will never fet the Evidences, by which thofe

“ fuppes’d
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fuppos’d Truths are fupported, in a2 Light
which fhall coavince him. He may piay the
Hypocrite indeed, ¢ difmblc‘ and [peak a Lap-
¢ guage foreign to bis Heart’ (I with there was
lefs Ground for fufpe@ing it to be too often the
Cafe) nor, can I conceive any other End that
can be anfwer’d by the Impofition of Creeds
and Confeflions. At beit, it 2 Man pretends
to believe the Truth of fuch and fuch Propo-
{itions or Articles, the Evidences of which he
docs not fee, but meerly upon the Authority
of other Men like himfclt, or becaufe they tell
him they are true, his Faith can be no other
than human, rot divine, or rather indeed 1t 1s
altogether z blind implicit Faith. The only
‘Way to convince 2 Man of his Errors, is to
‘addrefs his Underftanding. One folid Argu-
ment will do more than all the human Creeds
and Confeflions in the Uuiverfe 5 and it a Man
once clearly feea the Truth of any Propofition
or Article, his aflent neceffarily follows, and |
in all Cafes of this Nature his Affent will be !
in Proportion to Evidence. perceiv’d. |

An({)as to Minifterial Communion, does it
pot at firft View appcar extreamly odd, not to |
fay whimfical, tc deny it to a Man of Piety
-and Virtue, Learning and good - Senfe. Thefe
are the only Qualifications. that I know of, ne-
ccflary to entitle him toit.

Suppofe he differs much from the Sentiments
of the Church, or Socicty to whom he offers
‘his Miniftry, if thefe Differences in Opinion
do not affe& his Chriftianity, what Reafon can
be afhign’d for rejeing him? Why, hcm?)'p :
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fay you. preach dangerous Do&rines; that fs,
Doctrines which you now think dangerous ; buc
thofc very Doctrines, for what you know at
prefent, may prove valtly conducive to the In-
terefts ot Religion in general, and Chriftianity
in particular. Take Care that you do not ob-
ftruct the Propagaiion of” Truth, by rejeing
a Man, who is perhaps a very wife and good
Man. W hac are you atratd of ? Let him be
heard ; and 1t he cannot convince you that you
are in the Wrong, retain your prefent Notions.
It you have the Truth on your Side, his unfuc-
cefsful Arttacks upon it, will rather root it
deeper in your Mind, than fhake it. Truft
your felf to Reafon and to God’s kind Provie
dence ; but never do any Thing that may hin-
der the Difcovery of any ufeful and important
Truth. You fay, you may be led into Error,
but it you be fincerely perfuaded an erroncous
Opinion is a true one, do you imagine our
good and juft God will punifh you for it? No,

furely ; or clfe what would become of all Man-

kind. Sincerity is the Touchftone. ’Tis that
will decide our futurc Condition. The Juftnefs
of our Reafonings, in all Inftances, we can=
not abfolutely anfwer for ; but wecan know
whether we be fincere in our Enquiries and
Searches after, or Love for any Truth, where-
by we fuppofe God’s Glory, and the Good of
our Fellow-Creatnres may be promoted. . Nor
can I think it too bold to fay, that it were bet-
ter for 2 Man to fall into many Errors, by ear-
neftly and fincercly endeavouring to find out
Truth, than accidenta!'y to ftumble upon it.

D It
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It werc bard, fay they, that we fbould ot
bave the Liberty of chafiug onr Teachers ; uud
what if we will noi receive any but fuch as do in
the Main believe as we do, what Injury er Wrong
s done tothem S Are we in Duty bouzd to recesve
any one that defires it 2

Tu anfwer to this, let it be obferv’d, that Ido
affert onr own fpiritual Liberty, and that of our
Fellow-Creatures, by allowing every Man qua-
Tified according to the Scripture R ules, toteach,
and we our felves to mind and confider what he
takes to be Truth. No Man ought to refign
his Liberty : Let him make Choice of his Mi-
nifter as his Judgment and Confcience dire@
him. The Circumftances of the World require
that fome Men be eftablifh’d among us conftant-
ly to do the Funétions of a Minifter, and they
are maintain’d for that purpofe. Now asa
Maintenance can be afforded only to a certain
Number of fuch conftant Minifters, fo People
are ncceflitated to fingle out fome Perfons am-
ong thofc that pretend to that Office. It is ve-
ry proper to prefer a Man of Learning and
good Senfe, to one that is known to be an igno-
rant Perfon. Difcretion, Good Nature, and an
exemplary Lite, are chiefly to be minded:
But to reject a Man in other Refpe@s prefera=
ble, to reject him, Ifay, becaufe he docsnot in
the Wholc believe as we do, is to declare we
will not upon any Account, or for any Reafon,
alter our Opinions whatever they be. It is to

declare that we arc infallibly inthe right: Itis
to

-
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to profefs we wil! not be taught any material
Truth but what we know and are perfuaded of
alrcady. How abfurd would it not be to fay
to a Man, OSir, we acknowledge you to be a very
learned and diligent Perfon, we believe you know
@ vaft deal more than the Generality of Chriftians;
upon thefe Accounts we pitch upon you to be our
Deacker or Minifler, with this ouc little Provifo,
that you will teach us natbing but fuch and fuch
Trathbs which we perfectly know and are fully con=
vinc'd of. As ridiculous as this appzars to be,
‘tis exaltly the Cafe before us.

But, fay they, that lears’d Perfon whom we

make choice of, and ko [ubmits bimfelf to the

Lazws of our Socicty, miay «dern, iliuflrate, andfet

- thofe Trutks in a clearer Light, &c. But yet

the Ablurdity ftill remains as to the moft mate-
rial Points; and in 2 Word, I cannot fee how
a fix’d Refolution to remaia invariably in the
Belief of fuch acd fach Articles, cxa be freed

from the heav y Imputation of either a Pretence

" to Infallibility, or a wilful Blindnefs. Neither

can I fee what great Occalion there is for a
Teacher at all, except it be to fave Parents
and Mafters the Trouble of Inftrulting their
Children and Servants. It looks prodigioufly

odd that any fhould think That an A& of Chri-
ftian Liberty which in reality appears the very

-contrary. 'To confine our felves to liften only
to fuch Teachers as are fworn to tell us noth-

i ing but what we do {ufficiently know and bc-

H
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lieve, is aually to forfzke our Libcrty, to
fetter our Underftandings, and limit ouriclves
D2 o
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¢o a poor, flavith, narrow Circle cf Thought.

Allow me here to obferve by the by, that it
were greatly to be wifh’d that we had Tcach-
crs among us, who could live independently of
the Gratuities and Voluntary Contributions of
the People, who upon Occation would give us
the Fruits of their ftadious Picty. Any Man
in eafy Circumftances, that had = competent
Share of Learning, and a iair Ciuaralier in the
World, thould at firit {ccuctt be with Gra-
titude admitted into the Nuwub:ir o!f our Tea-
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chers.  Iris cafy tofie what Adsanrages might :
probably flow trom his Initructicn-. But to k
proceed. E
As to the Wrong donz to a * - v ivis de-
ny’d Communien with a Socicz- - v wiiians, ;
tho’ he declares his Belicioi 1o 1 . Scrip- §
turcs, it is obvious that the i % .+ « gor fo
£

harmlefs as our Creed-Impofer: w0 . How
~fi&ing mugt it not be to a Man w0 -1 con-
fcions ot his fincere Aficétion to C...:iiianirty,
and confequently for all thofe that i:rofeisir,

to be lock’d upcen by his Brethren asa Here-
tick and Infidel, &c. Thus in the rit Flace -
he futters in his Repuration.  *Tis wicll known
how the Generality of Men, fhug, -read, and
even hate a Perfon branded with Herefy by |
the Rulers of a Church or fpirittdd Society.
No Advantages, no Places ot putlick Truft”
and Honour or Profit, no temporal Favours
to be expected for him wherever they can pre=

vent it.  Thus he fuifers in his Worldly Cir-

cumftances.  Poverty, Contempr, Afperiion.

often purfue him, and deftroy his Health .ax;-d
Conftitution &
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Conftitution : Thus our fu{?os‘d Heretic fof-

fers in his very Perfon. Now you may call
this what yon will; bat if it be not
Perfecution, it is fomething 5 very like it,
that for my own Part I contefs, it fhocks all
my Notions, Sentiments and Affections of Hu-
mamty and Chriftian Charity to a very high
Degree. Soalfo as to a Teacher; < Man may
have fpent his Subftance and Youth to fit him-
felf for the Miniftry, if he be rejected when
there is niothisg againft him but his refufing to
fubfcribe Creeds which perhaps he does not
well underftand, or in the Belicf whereof he
cannot reft entirely fatisfied, or if he refufesit
for fome other Reafon, it is or may be a very
great Difappointment. Then follows the ge-
neral Odium that conftantly purfues a poor
Soul once call‘d 2 Hererick. %he Cafe is yet
worfec with a Man that has beer a2 Minifter
for fome Time, and who in his Search after
Truth having dropt into an Opinion deem’d er-
roneous, is {oingenuous & fond of doing what
he thinks advantageous to Mankind, as tocon-
fefs or declare the Alteration of his Sentiments.
The Cafe is worfe indeced, for he is immedi-
ately depriv’d of Office and Benefice, and may,
tor ought I know, he and his Family, go and
ftarve on a Dunghil! with his fine Difcoveries.
And is this then their Separating themfelves
from fuch a Man, ( as they mildly exprefs it )
is their Refuling him Chriftian or Minifte-
rial Communion, fo inconfiderable, fo cafy, fo
harmiefs a Thing? Who is it that does not fec
bow inconfiftent it is with Chriftian Charity?
And
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And tho'thefe Men tell us, they woaid not be
for making ufc of Racks, Tortures, Gibbets,
Death, &c. yet it is plain that if they baie a
Right to make Ufe ot the loweft Degrees of
Perfecution, or to lay a Man under any Re-
ftraints for reiigious Speculations 5 they havea
Right to proceed to higher degrees, it the
lowett don’t anfwer the End, and fo to goonto
the higheft that evena Spaniia Inquifitien cou'd
1nvent, if nothing lefs v:il <.c. Orare Protef=
tants ! It is well obferv’a by =1ingenicus Gen-
tleman, that whoever worde convince b+ Siripes
and Ierror, proclaims cpen War againfl Chriflia-
viity and Coinmin S:nfe, csatif. tic Peice of Yo~
cicty and the Happine(s - Mankind. Perfecution,
fays he, for amy Opinicn whatfeenery juflifies
Perfecution for any Opinion in the Worid; and
every Perfecutor is liable to be periecuted, upin
bis own Principles, by every Man upen Fuvth f 2
different Opinionn and more Strength. Hiar Jif=
snal Butcheries would fuch a cruel Spirst raije !
But to proceed.

To alledge that a Perfon truly heretical can
by nc means deferve the Name ot a truc Chrif-
tian, would not be to the Purpofe; for the ve-
ry Point in queftion is, Whether a Perfon that
belicves the Holy Scriptures, and that differs
from the Generality of Chriftians only in Points
determined and interpreted by Creed-makers
and not by Chrift, be undoubtedly a Heretick
orno. Or evcn, Whether real Errors in Mat-
ters not moft diftiné!y and evidently declard
cflential by Chrift and bis Apottles, but after-

wards denominated fuch by Creed-Makers, do
conftitate
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conftitute 2 Man a Herctick, or blet out of
him the noble Charaer of a fincere and real
Chriftian. Now in this Cafc to declare againft
- that Man what Chrift or his Apoftles havenot
- declar’d, is demonftrably, as was obferv’d be-
. fore, to ufurp his Authority, and venture to
ad in dirc& Oppotition tohis Defign a20d Will.
Who can deny, that to fay esthe Romanifis
do, We arc certainly in the Right, and Heretics
. cannot plead the fame, 1s grcisly to beg the
Quettion ? And in a Word, to deay Chriftian
or Mimftcrial Communion with a Maa only be-
caufe he does not think as we do, is evidently
to make a moral Impofhibility 2 Term of fuch
Communion. How injurious this to the Spirit
and Delign of the Chriftian Scheme of Religion,
which breathes torth nothing but Concord and
Harmony : How injurious to the great and be-
nevolent Author of it, who is all Love, Truth,
Meccknefs and Chaney! Icis, Ifay, to make
a moral Impofhbility a Term of Ckriftian or
Minifterial Communion. For as long as Men
- are made by God himfelf, of different Confti-
tutions, Capacities, Genius’s, £9¢. and fince in
his all-wife Providence he affords them very
differcnt, very various Opportunities of Edu-
~ cation, Inftru@ion and Example, a Difference
in Opinion is incvitable. Befides 2 Man’s Sen-
' timents are not in his own Power; Convition
is the necefiary Refult or Effect of Proof and
Evidence ; and wherc the Proof does not ap-
pear {ufficient, a Man cannot belicve or affent
to the fappos’d Truth of any Propofition if he
would. But to proceed co the Confideration of

another
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another ARGUMENT offer'd by our
Creed-Impofers.

The firange Mixture of various and jarring O-
pinions, the Confufion which it is imagined would
inevitably, upon the Principles bere afferted, rufb
into the Church of Chrift, is the grand Difficulty
often objeéted aud infifted upon.

ANSWER.

Indeed if Creeds were a fure Means to form
and preferve the Unity of the Church; if they
couid prevent that Confufion, that Anarchy
which it is fuppos’d would be introduc’d upon
the Scheme ot Liberty in this Cafe, then truly
our Creed-Impofers would have an Advantage
much to be regarded : But it feems, indeed,
that Creeds and Confeflions are fo far from
bringing into or keeping up in the Catholick
Church, that Unity, that Concord and Har-
mony which we ought all moft earnettly to with
and Fray for, that they have been onc of the
chief Cauies of the cruel Divifions whereby the
Church has been as it were rent and torn into
fo many Parties or Sects, and do thll as much
or more than any Thing clfe, contribute to per=
f)ctuatc and heighten Feuds, Animofities and

iflenfions ; fo that as long as fuch a Ufe of
them as is here oppos’d, remains in Force,
there will be little or no Hopes ot a Coalition
or Re-Union of the Chriftian Sects into onc

¥

Body. |

In fact, the Catholick Church of Chrift (and |

this mutt be granted, cxcept you confine they
& ’ 4 Catholicifm ;




|

&

DY L el Tk el B S

(33)
Catholicifm of the Church to thisor that parti-
cular Sect, and will not allow any other Sect
to belong to the Church Univerfal; which I
believe no thinking Perfon will do) the Catho-
lick Church of Chrift, I fay, actuvally groans
under all thofe mighty Inconveniences atorefaid:
and in face, all the Creeds and Confcfhions now
extant do not in the lecaft mend the Matter.
Things, with refpect to a ftrange Mixture of
Opinions, Confufion, Anarchy, €¥¢. cannot b
worfe than they are.  Even in this City we
have halt a2 Dozen, for aught I know half a
Score, different Sects; and were the Heartsot

. Men to be at once opened to our View, we

thould perhaps fee a thoufand Diverfities more.
Many 2 Man who in Appearance is of this or
that Profeflion, entertains many Notions quite

. oppofite to it, or tothe Notions of others of

the fame Denomination. Creeds or Coanfeflions

- may perhaps bring upon fome fmall Chriftian

Socicties,an external Show, an outfide Appear-
ance of Unanimity in religious Sentiments.
And this is the very bett Eftect they can pro-

* duce. A poor, - an inconfidcrable, a bad one
. indeed ! fo that the Schemec here contended
- for cando no Harm but what by the oppolitc

.~ one is fufficiently done already, and remains

utterly unremedy’d. Fact is againft the Ad-
vocates for Creeds and Confetlions, but they

have nothing againft the other Party in the
prefcnt Argument but Conjecture.  Befides
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do we not plainly fee that the greateit
Abfurditics and Falfhoods arc fupported by
this goodly Method of impofing Crecds and

O Confcflions
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Confeflions : Such as Cringings, Bowings,

Mortifications, Penances, Tranfubftantiations,
praying to Saints and Angels, Indulgences, Per-
fecution or playing the Devil for God’s Sake,
€2¢. and if the Church has a2 Power of impo-
fing at all, fhe has a Power of impofing every
thing fhe looks upon to be Truth, and confe-
quently the aforefaid Impertinences, if fhe
1 her great Wifdom thinks proper to do {o.
And can any Man in his Senfes imagine that
to be a proper Method of promoting the In-
tercits of Truth in the Werld, which will as
certainly propagate Falfhood, Superitition,
Abfurdity, Cruclty, &e. ,

It is readily granted, that according to the
common Proverb, A4s many Men as many Minds,
{o in all probability, very great would ftill be
the Diverfity of Opinion, fhould Creeds and
Confeificns be abolifh’d. Bat then firft, there
would be amoag Chriftians a full Liberty of
declaring their Minds or Opinions to one ano-
ther both in publick and private. And fe-
condly Herefy, that huge Bugbear would no
morc trighten People, would no more kindle
among us the hellith Fires of furious Zeal and
Party Bigotry. 'We might peaceably, and
without the icaft Breach upon Brotherly Love,
dificr in our religious Speculations as we do in
Aftronomy or any other Part of natural Philo-
fophy. Thofe two invaluable Bleflings, full
Liberty and univerfal Peace would in all like<
lyhood make the Ways of Truth fo eafy, that
the greater Number ot Chriftians would even

come to think alike in many Cafes in which
they
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they now widely differ. And, in 2 Word,
that mighty Diverfity of Opinions look’d up-
on as fuch a horrid and monftrous Thing, (and

- fuch indeed it is, when it carries along with it

the Venom and Claws of religious Animofity,
Tyranny and Perfecution) that mighty Diver-
fity ot Opinions, I fay, would be luok’d upon
as a harmlefs, innocent Thing, it Men would
bring it under the amiable Power of mutual

- Love and Forbearance. Let the Church but
- enjoy Unity in Point ot reciprocal Benevolence,
. make all the various Members ot it one Body
- by the Bonds of Charity and mutual Forbear-
- ancey and then let them differ as much as you
- will in their Speculations, it will not occafion
. any thing ltke Confufion or Anarchy. Where-
- as impofing this or that Syftem of Articles,

this or that Rite or Ceremony, enflaving Peo-
ple’s Minds, excluding them trom Chriftian or

- Minifterial Communion, ia fhort, unjuftly vex-
~ ing them will hardly ever change their Senti-
~ments; but it will furely tend to. turn their

:

\

.

Hearts againft fuch Impofers, Enflavers, &9c.
and Animofities will foon greatly encreafc the
{peculative Differences. |

Thus, Sir, you have a random Account of
the principal Things advanc’d in that frightful
and monftrous Scrmon ; and a longer one than
I at firft intended. There are feveral Things
in it, which would require farther Illuftration
But T thought it needlefs, fincg I writetoyou,
Verbum Sapienti fatis ; befides, I was afraid of

 tiring you overmuch; and indeed if the Read-

E 2 ing
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ing of this Scroll tires you as much as the Wri-
ting of it has me, you'll be provok'd to com-
mit it to the Flames.

Iam, SIR;
Your moft Hurble Serzant.

?biladel. Aug.
30. 1735
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POSTSCRIPT.

LLO W me here, however, to fubjoin,

by way of Poftfcript, fome Obfervations

of a2 very worthy and ingenious Gentleman,
concerning the Argument drawn by Creed-Im-
pofers from the Rights of Private Fudgmest.
This I add, becaufe in our laft Converfation
you fecin’d not to be altogether fatisficd with
acy Thing I could offer upon this particular
Argument. What follows, will, I hepe, tho-
roughly convince you ; wherein the Author
fhews that the Principle of the cppofitc Party, -
purfu’d thro’ its juft and natural Confequences,
gives all manaer of Encouragement to the Po-

pith Ufurpation.

The Trinciple (of Creed-Impofers) fays he, is
this, "That even where the religious Rights of
others are affeCted by our private Judgments,
we muft judge for our fclves, and are in {o do-
ing only maintaining our own juft Rights, that
arc concern’d in thefe Judgments. Tbe oppofite
Principle is, 'That where the religions Rights
of others are affected, we ought to reft in the
cxprefs Decifions of Scripturc. I believe this,
Jays the candid Authoryis a wery fair State cof

tie
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tbe Controverfy. If it be net fo, ’tis owing to
Miflake aud not Defign.

Now if we are toparfue our private “Fudgments,
even in thofc Cafes in which the religions Rights

-of otbers are affedted, where fhall we ftof, ? dre
we 5ot to go as jar as our private Fudgiients di-
veld us, and are not all Men right in dving fo ?
To this Argument, i is no matter, whether the
particular Fudgiients Men form, are juff and
according to Trueh, or noty for Truth confider’d
as abfiradled from 1ke D:fcerning of the Mind, is
%o Rule of Aition to any M:n, nor can any Thing
be Truth to us but as we apprebend it to be fo,
and {ee the Agreement between the Ideas com-
par'd in onr Miuds. o that in receiving the
Trath ourfelves, or impofing it npon others it
muft be the Apprehenfion or Perception of our
Minds that muft be our Rule. _Aud this Rule
mly‘f equally dire@ Men, whether they are really
in the Right, or only think theinfclves fo, feeing
Truth not known or percerv’d by the Mind, can be
510 Rule at all.  And [o even juppofing Men: are
wrong in their Particular Desifions, yet they are
right in following their Fudgment, while they con-
tinue of ity which is ouly faying that they are
right i not contradifiing the Light of their own
Minds ;, and this, I fuppsfe, no body will difpute.
Now if all Men are right in following their pri-
vate Fudgments, even where the religions Rights
of vthers are affeded; will not this juftifie any
Encroacbments upon our religions Rights, that a-
sy Man or body of Men [ball judge neceffary and
juft. To apply this to the Popifk Ufurpations,
(which I do to bew the Tendency of the Principle,

witbout
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svithout intending a RefleHicn upon any Protef=
tant, asif be approv’d whkat I know in bis Heart
be abbors) Pray what kas the Popith Church
been doing all this while, but purfuing’ this very
Principle ? Has fbe not judg’d for berfelfin all the

Creeds (be bas ever publifbed? Has not fbejudg’d for

berfelf that fbe is infallible ? Has fbe not as the

natural Confequence of this, judg’d that all Men

ought to fubmitto her? JBas fbe nor judg’d
Jor berfelf that the ought tc ufe Force? and
that Hereticks ought not te live atall? Has fbe
not judg’'d for ber felf that the Magiftrate ought

to execute her Sentences ? and that the Civil
Power fhould wait upon the Ecclefiattick.

Thefe are very wrong Fudgments, I own; but yet
they are the Judgments of that Church. They
own no ConviFion that they are inthe Wrong, €3
0 douirt Thoufands thro’ fironr FPrejuaice belicve
they are tn ihe right. Well then, tbey mufi nos
contradict the Light of their own Minds, but ars
right in going on according to it. _And bere is no
Stop. Let @ Man or Body of Men be never (o far

wrong, let bim never fo much injure the civil or
religious Rights of bis Fellow-Creatures in follow-
ing bis private Fudgient 5 yet according to this
Scheme, while be is of that Fudgment be is in the

right to follow it. Sothat no Proteflant what/o-

ever can condemn a Papift, for doing what ke

does, while b¢ judges be ought to do fo.  This is
fo obvious, that I cannot 7’”%’& it more fo. Now it
is not poffible that a Principle [bould te a good

and juft one, in Purfuauce of which fuch odious

Things can be and bave been done, =emmmmcmene-

And this may be applied to all Impofition that ever

was
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was in the World, and to all that ever fball be in
it. Let Men be never fo far in the HWrong, let
their Impofitions be mever fo uuicriptural, while
they have that way of Thinkmg, 2bey do right
in smpofing their Errors; there uever can be any
Security for Truth from fuch lirpofitions, and cve-
vy Churci that ever was or fball be, is right in
fixing fuch Terms of Communion, and fuck Doc-
trines and Uflages, as fball be agreeable to the
Sentiments of {fuch Men as bave the greareft
Numbers or Iatereft on their Side, when the
Conftitation is fram’d, and the publick Confef-
fions compos’d. So that bere we can never bave
avy fix’d Rule or Staudard, either for Faith or
the Terms of Chriftian Communicn s and a Man
that’s accepted as a gosd Chriflian in one Place,

may fland excommunizated in another 5 while ’tis -
certain, be is equaliy the Objeft of Divine Favour :
in.cvery Place. In a Word, Private Sfudgment
in this Scheme, is juft apotber Name [br Arbi-

trary Power, and no Man can fet a Limit to it.
© The other Way of Tbinking furuifbes a very

tlear Anfwer to Papifts, and all others that are
guilty of Impofition, if it bebut a jutt one, viz. tbaté
their whole Scheme is wrong, for they are wrong*
in forming “fudgments fo as to affec® the religions |
Rights of opbers, other than the. exprefs Decifions |
of Scripture : This cuts the very Nerves of all
Anti-Chriftian A’”b‘?ﬂ’@ angulenves us a ﬁx’d;

Pisint to reft at. - ¥ !

FINTIS




