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ADVERTISEMENT °

BY THE PUBLISHER IN PHILADELPHIA.

a1 T S 5 ARG S TR
- =

THE Works of Dr. Franklin were put to press in London

contemporuneously with the printing of the present volume.
E.Many original letters however were in the hands of the Phila-
| delphia publisher, and in tie hands of other private individuals
-and literary societies in the United States, some of which, not
 possessed by J\r. V. T. Franklin, are inserted in the present
l volume; but so many vlhers have been brought to light, beth in
the United States and in Europe, as to a_ﬂ‘urd materials equally
anteresting for another volume. No arrangements however are
- at present ‘made for their publication, though theve probably
| will be very soon, of which notice will be given.
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MISCELLANEOUY SURJLECTS. BN

Jinswer to the Revervend President Stles.

Philadelphia, March 9, 1790,
REVEREND AND DFAR SIR,

I RECELIVED your kind letter of January 28, and am
glad you have at length received the portrait of governor
Yalo from his fumily, and deposited it inthe college library.
He was a great and goed man, and had the merit of doing
infinite service to your country by his munificence to that in-
stitution, ''ho honor you propose doing me, by placing mine
i the same room with ws, 19 much too great for my deserts;
but you always had a partiality for me, and to ihat it must
be ascribed. T am hiewever teo much obliged to Yale College,
the first learned soctety that took notice of me, and adorned
ma with ite honors, to rvefuse a request that comes from it
through so esteemed & friend, But I do not think any one of
the portraits you mention as in my possession worthy of the
situation and company you propose to place it in. You have
an excellent artist lately arvived. IF he will undertake to
make one for you, I shali cheerfully pay the expense: but he
must not delay setting about it, or I may slip through his
fingers, for 1 2 now in my 85th year, and vy infirm.

I send with this a very learned work as it seems to me, on
the ancient Samaritan Coins, lately printed in Spain, and at
least curious for the beauty of the impression. Please to ac-
cept it for your college libravy. 1 have subscribed for the In-
cyclopedia now printiug here, with the ntention of present-
ing it to the college. 1 shall probably depart before the
work is finished, but shall leave directions for its continuance
to the end. With this vou will receive same of the first num-
bers.

You desire to know something of my religion. It s the
first time I have been questioned upon it. But cannot take
your curiosity amiss, and shall endeavor in a fow words o
gratify it. {{ere is my crecd: 1 believe in one God, the crea-
tor of the universe. That hie zoverns it by his Providence.
That he ought to be worshipped. That the most acceptable
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service we render to him is doing good to his other children,
That the soul-of man is immortal, and will be treated with
justice in anather lifo vespectivg its conduct in this, 'These X
take to be the fundamental points in all sound religion, and
I regard thom 28 you do in whatover sect I meet with them.
As to Jesus of Nazareth, my opinion of whom you particu-
larly desire, I think the system of morals and his veligion,
as he left them to us, the bestthe world ever saw orislike to
secs but I apprehend, it has veceived varivus corrupting
changes, and I have, with most of the present dissenters in
England, somo doubts as to his divinity ; though it is a ques-
tion I do not dogmatize upon, having never studied it, and
think it ncedless to busy myself with it new, when I expect
soon an opportunity of krowing thie trauth with less trouble.
I sec no harm however in its being believed, if that belief
has the good consequence, as probably it has, of making his
doctrines more respected and more observed, especially as 1
do not perceive that the Supreme takes it amiss by distin.
guishing the believers in his government of the world with
any peculiar marks of his displeasure. I shall only add re-
gpecting mysell, that having experienced the goodness of that
being in conducting moe prusperously through a long life, I
have no doubt of its continnance in the uext, though without

the smallest conceit of meriting such goodness. My senti-
ments on this head you will see in the copy of an old letter
inclosed,™ which I wrote in answer to one from an old reli-
gionist whom I had relieved in a paralylic case by electricity,
and who being afraid € should grow proud upon it, sent me
his serious, though rather impertinent caution. 1 seund yon
also the copy of another letterx which will show something of
my disposition relating to religion.
~ With great and sincere estcem and affection, T am, &c.
PS. Had not yuur college some present of books from the
~ag of France. Pleasc to let me know if you had an expec-
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¥ Supposed to be a letter to George Whitficld, dated June 6, 1733, p. 31.
3 Uneertain: perhaps the following ene.
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tation given you of more, and the nature of that expectation?
1 havo a reason for tho inquiry.

I confido that you will not expose me to criticisms and cen-
sures by publishing any purt of this communication to you.
I have ever let others enjoy their religious sentiments, with-
out reflecting on them for those that appeired to me unsup-
portable or oven absurd. All scets here, and we have a great
variety, have cxperienced my good will in assisting them
with subscriptions for the building their new places of wor-
ship, and as I have never opposed any of their doctrines, X
hope to go out of the world in peace with them all.

- el —.‘_ﬂ'*""‘-w-
L aplr Ay, we———

To * % ¥,

(Without date.)
Diar Sik,

I HAVE read your manuscript with some attention. By
the argument it contains against a particuliur Providence,
though you allow a general rovidence, you sivike at the
foundations of all religion. For without the belief of a Pro-
vidence that takes cognizance of, guards and guides, and
may favor particular persons, there is no motive to worship
a Deity, to fear its displeasure, or to pray for its protection.
{ will not enter into any discussion of your principles, though
you scem to desire it. At present I shall enly give you my
opinion, that though your reasonings are subtle, and may
prevail with some readers, you will not succeed so as to
change the general sentiments of mankind on that subject,
and the consequence of printing this piece will be, a great
deal of odium drawn upon yourself, mischief to you, and no
benefit to others. He that spits against the wind, spits in his
own face. But werce you to succeed, do you imagine any good
would be done by it? You yourself may find it easy to live a
virtuous life without the assistance afforded by religion; you
having a clear perception of the advantages of virtue, and
the disadvantages of vice, and possessing a strength of reso-
lution sufticient to enable you to resist common temptations.
Bat think how great a portion of mankind consists of weak
and ignorant men and women, and of inexperienced inconsi-
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derate youth of both sexes, who have need of the mutives of
religion to restrain them trom viee, to support their yirtue,
and retain them in the practice of it till it becomen habitual,
which is the groat point for its sccurity. And perhaps you
are indebted to her originally, that is to your religious cdu.
cation, for tho habits of virtue upon which you now justly
value yourselfe You wight casily displuy your execllent tal-
ents of reasoning upon a less hazardous subject, and thereby
obtain a rank with our wmost distingnished authors. For
among us it is not necessary as amoung the Hottentots, that a
youth to be raised into the company of men should prove his
manhood by beating his mother. I would advise you there-
fore not to attempt umchaining the tiger, but to burn this
piece before it is seen by any other person, whereby you will
save youvsclf a great deal of mortification from the encinics
it may raisc against you, and perhaps a good deal of rogret
and repentance. 1f men are so wicked with religion, what
would they be if weithout it? I wntend this letter itsclf as o
proof of my friendship, and therefore add no professions to ii;
but subscribe simply yours,

B. FRANKLIN



