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PREFACE,

BY THE EDITOR.

Few writers have been so regardless of literary
reputation as Franklin. Scarcely any of his com-
positions were published under his own eye; many
of them were not written for the press; and the
fame of authorship appears rarely to have been
among the motives by which ‘he was induced to
employ his pen. It is true, that, in early life and
afterwards, he cultivated with uncommon assiduity
the art of writing, till he attained a mastery over
the language, which has raised his name to the
first rank in English literature. Yet it was his pri-
mary object, not so much to become distinguished
by this accomplishment, as to acquire the power of
acting on the minds of others, and of communi-
cating, in the most attractive and effectual man-
ner, such discoveries as he might make, and bhis
schemes for the general improvement, the moral cul-
ture, the comfort, and happiness of mankind. He
seldlom affixed his name to any of his writings.
They were mostly designed for a particular pur-

pose; and, when they had answered the end for
A
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which they were intended, he seems to have given
himself little concern about their future destiny.
Hence he never took pains to collect and revise
for the press any portion of his miscellaneous pa-
pers, which had been separately printed, nor to
cause a collection of them to he published with his
name and under his own supervision; although in
two or three instances he rendered some assistance
to others, who had voluntarily undertaken the task.
The first collection was published in London in
the year 1751. It consisted only of letters and
papers on electricity, which he had sent to Peter
Collinson, who committed them to the press with-
out the author’s knowledge, giving as a reason the
extremely interesting nature of their contents, and
their importance to the public. A fourth edition
of that work, in a handsome quarto volume, was
published in 1769, greatly enlarged by the addition
of other papers on various philosophical subjects.
This edition, and a fifth, which followed it five years
afterwards, probably received some degree of. at-
tention from the author, as he was then in Lon-
don. These papers were likewise translated into
Latin, .French, Italian, and German, and printed in
different parts of Europe. In 1772, M. Dubourg
made a new collection of Dr. Franklin’s writings,
embracing all that were in the above work, and
many others on miscellaneous subjects, communicat-
ed by the author himself, some of which had not
before appeared in print. The whole were trans-
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lated into Irench by the editor, jlustrated with

notes, and published.at Paris, in two elegant quarto
volumes.

In 1779 another collection was published in Lon-
don, consisting of political, miscellaneous, and phi-
losophical pieces. These formed a new work, very
few of them having been included in any previous
edition of the author’s writings. ‘The editor was
Mr. Benjamin Vaughan, who was for many years
an intimate friend and constant correspondent of
Dr. Franklin. 'The task of editorship was perform-
ed with a fidelity and success, which were highly
commended by the author. The materials are well
arranged, and the notes are judicious, appropriate,
and valuable.

The above are the only original collections that
appeared during the author’s lifetime. A compila-
tion from them, in a thin octavo volume, was print-
ed i 1787.

‘Three years after his death, in 1793, the Messrs.
Robinson published in London what they called, in
the title-page, the Works of Dr. Franklin, comprised
in two small volumes. 'T'his edition 1s remarkable as
containing the first publication, in the English lan-
guage, of the Life of Franklin, written by himself.
[t had lately,been published in French, a transla-
tion having been made from an original manuscript,
which Dr. Frapklin had presented to his friend,
M. Le Veillard. It was now retranslated into Eng-
lish by a skilful hand. 'This retranslation 1is the
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“ Life of Franklin,” which has usually been circulated

in Great Britain and the United States, and of which
numerous editions have been printed. And even to
this day it continues to be read, and to be quoted by
respectable writers, as if it were the author’s origi-
nal work, although the fact of its being a transla-
tion is expressly stated in the preface to the first
edition, and although more than twenty years have
elapsed since the autobiography was published from
the original manuscript. As there printed, it comes
down no later than to the year 1731. The first
volume contains this portion of the autobiography,
and the continuation by Dr. Stuber, which had re-
cently appeared in the Columbian Magazine at Phil-
adelphia. The second volume consists of essays, the
larger portion of which had been written since the
publication of Mr. Vaughan’s edition. Another re-
translation of the Irench version of the autobiogra-
phy was published the same year in London, which
is described in the Monthly Review as possessing
little menit.

The next edition in the order of time was that of
Castéra, published in two octavo volumes at Paris,
in 1798, being a selection of miscellaneous pieces,
with the addition of a few that had been printed
separately. They were all translated into French
anew. It 1s a singular circumstance, that the auto-
biography was translated for this edition from the
first English retranslation mentioned above. It thus

passed through three changes, first into French, next
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from French into English, and then back again into
French. The editor does not explain why he pre-
ferred this method to that of adopting the first Irench
version. He likewise translated Dr. Stuber’s con-
tinuation.
. In 1806 a larger collection, than had hitherto been
made, was published in London by Johnson and
Longman, in three volumes, octavo. The editor was
a Mr. Marshall. His name is not connected with
the work ; but he performed his part with good judg-
ment, and used much diligence in searching for es-
says and papers, that had not before been comprised
in any collection. Mr. Benjamin Vaughan, who was
then in London, rendered him important assistance.
Dr. Franklin had been dead sixteen years when
this edition appeared,"and no one of his family had
as yet taken measures to publish any of his writings
from the original manuscripts. It was known, that,
in his will, he had bequeathed all his papers to his
erandson, William Temple Franklin, who, soon after
his grandfather’s death, went to London and made
proposals to some of the booksellers for the publi-
cation of them. Nothing was done, however, and
after a little time no more was heard of these propo-
sais. There was a rumor, that the British ministry
interposed, and offered the proprietor of the papers
a large remuneration to suppress them, which he
accepted. 'This rumor was so broadly stated in the
preface to Johnson’s edition, as to amount to a

positive charge; and it was reiterated with an as-
VOL. L b
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surance, that would seem at least to imply, that it
was fully sustained by the public opinion.

To this charge Willlam Temple Franklin replied,
when, in the year 1817, he published an edition of
his grandfather’s works from the manuscripts in his
possession. In the preface to the first volume he
endeavours to explain the reason why he had so long
delayed the publication, and he also takes notice of
the charge m question. He treats it with indigna-
tion and contempt, and appears not to.regard it as
worthy of being refuted. He was less reserved in
conversation. Dr. Jobn W. Francis, of New York,
saw him often in London, in the year 1816, while he
was preparing his grandfather’s papers for the press.
“To me,” says Dr. Francis, “ he peremptorily de-
nied all interference of any official authorities what-
ever with his intended publication, and assigned, as
efficient causes for the non-execution of the task
committed to him, the interruption of communication
and the hostilities between the French and English
nations, and the consequent embarrassments he- en-
countered in collecting the scattered materials.” The
reason here assigned for delay is not very satisfactory,
and there were doubtless others. His father, Wil-
liam Franklin, died in 1813. He had been a pen-
stoner on the British government, in consequence of
the part he had taken in the Revolution; and it is
probable that he may have been averse to the publi-
cation of his father’s papers during his lifetime. To
say the least, the suspicion that papers were finally
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suppressed, for any cause, is without proof and high-
ly improbable. A paper mentioned by Mr. Jefferson,
as having been shown to him by Dr. Iranklin, and
supposed to have been suppressed, was undoubtedly
the one relating to a negotiation with Lord Howe
and others, for a reconciliation between the two coun-
tries, just before Dr. Franklin left England for the
last time. 'This was published by his grandson, and
1s contained in the fifth volume of the present edition.

The autobiography of Dr. Franklin, as he wrote
it, first appeared in his grandson’s edition. Many
other valuable papers, particularly his official corre-
spondence during his residence in France and nu-
merous private letters, were printed from the origi-
nal manuscripts. Of the philosophical and political pa-
pers, the work comprised only a selection from those
that had already been printed. It was first published
in three quarto volumes, and afterwards in six vol-
umes octavo, Some time before this edition was put
to press in London, another was begun by Mr. Wil-
liam Duane in Philadelphia. Three or four volumes
were already printed, when William Temple Frank-
lin’s proposals were 1ssued. Subsequently he and
Mr. Duane entered into an arrangement, by which
both were to have the use of all the materals, and
the two works were to be published simultaneously
in England and the United States. The Philadel-
phia edition, in six octavo volumes, includes many
-philosophical and political papers, and some letters,
which are not found in the London edition; and it
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has recently been reprinted, with some additions, in
two volumes of the royal octavo size. There has
also recently been published at Paris, in two small
volumes, a selection from Franklin’s writings, in
Spanish, translated from the French by Mangino.

In the volumes now presented to the public, it has
been the Editor’s design to make a complele collection
of the writings of Franklin, as far as they are known
to exist, and to add such occasional notes and ex-
planations, as he supposed would be in some degree
useful to the reader. ‘The previous collections have
been examined, and every piece contained In them
has been inserted, except a few, which the Editor
was convinced by competent evidence were not writ-
ten by Franklin. Moreover, a careful search has
been made in all the printed books, magazines,
pamphlets, and newspapers, in which it was deemed
probable that any of the author’s writings would
be found, in the form either of essays, political
tracts, or letters. By this research the mass of
materials from printed sources has been consider-
ably enlarged. Seven years ago the Editor pub-
lished a small volume of Franklin’s ¢ Familiar Let-
ters,”. which were then nearly all printed for the first
time, and to which were added several original pa-
pers. The entire contents of that volume are em-
braced in the present work. In short, no printed
paper has been omitted, which is known to have
been written by Franklin.

The Editor has been fortunate, also, in obtaining
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manuscript materials. His researches, as well in the
public offices of London and Paris, as in those of
the United States, and in many private collections,
while he was preparing the ¢ Life and Writings of
Washington”” for publication, brought into his hands
numerous original and unpublished letters of Frank-
lin, of which he has availed himself in this work.
But he has been mainly indebted to individuals,
who, with a liberality demanding the warmest ac-
knowledgment, have readily contributed such original
papers as they pbssessed.

First, more than twenty original letters were found
among the papers of Cadwallader Colden, now in the
possession of Mr. David C. Colden, of New York,
who politely allowed_copies of them to be taken.
They are the more valuable, as being of an early
date, and containing blographical incidents. Among
these papers, also, was the only copy, which has heen
discovered, of Franklin’s original proposal for an
American Philosophical Society. Secondly, the man-
uscripts of James Logan have furnished a few letters,
and much matter for notes, selected by Mr. J. Fran-
cis Fisher, of Philadelphia, from whom the Editor
has likewise received many other substantial tokens
of kindness in aid of his undertaking, particularly
copies of Franklin’s letters to John Bartram, the bot-
anist. Thirdly, a dozen letters to the Reverend
Jared Eliot, of early date, interesting and curious, fur-
nished by Mr. Thomas F. Davies, of New Haven.

Fourthly, correspondence with James Bowdoin, on
VOL. I. o
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philosophical and political subjects, extending through
many years, now in the possession of Mr. Thomas L.
Winthrop, of Boston, who, in the most liberal man-
ner, permitted the whole to be inspected, and free
use of it to be made. [Fifthly, more than forty let-
ers to Mary Stevenson, afterwards Mrs. Hewson,
and some other original papers, received from her
daughter, Mrs. Caldwell, of Philadelphia. Sixthly,
several letters to his relative, Jonathan Wilhams, and
others to Samuel ¥ranklin, furnmished by Mr. Samuel
Bradford, of Philadelphia. Seventhly, letters to Cath-
erine Ray, afterwards married to Willilam Greene,
governor of Rhode Island, some of them of an early
date and interesting, received from Mr. William
Greene, of Cincinnati. Eighthly, letters to Charles
Thomson, furnished through the kindness of Mr. Wil-
ham B. Reed, of Philadelphia, who procured them
from Mr. John Thomson. MNinthly, numerous let-
ters to his sister, Jane Mecom, derived from various
sources.

The Reverend Dr. Charles Lowell obtained in
Scotland, through the -politeness of Mr. Home Drum-
mond and Baron Hume, copies of a few letters to
Lord Kames and David Hume, which had not been
published. One of those to Hume is important, as
affording positive proof, that Dr. Franklin was not
the author of the ¢ Historical Review of Pennsylva-
nia,”’ a point that bad long been a subject of dispute.

In the Philadelphia Athenzum are volumes of
pamphlets, which belonged to Dr. Franklin, and in
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some of which are curious marginal notes in his
handwriting. 'The most important of these notes
have been selected by the kditor, and they are in-
serted in the present work. From the manuseripts
in the library of the American Philosophical Society
he also procured valuable materials, for which, and
for numerous kind offices in aid of his inquiries, he
I1s under special obligations to Mr. John Vaughan,
the librarian and treasurer of the Society. Dr.
Franklin was agent for Massachusetts in London
nearly five years, during which time he kept up an
uninterrupted correspondence on public affairs with
the Speaker of the Assembly. A few only of his
letters, written on the business of this agency, have
before been published:) Copies of all that remain in
the Secrétary’s office have now been obtained, and
they are printed in these volumes.

From another source some very interesting letters
have been derived, which relate to public events in
the author’s life during the same period. In the Ii-
brary of George the I'hird, presented to the British
nation by George the Fourth, is a manuscript volume
consisting of a correspondence between the Reverend
Dr. Cooper, of Boston, Dr, Franklin, and Governor
Pownall, for several years immediately preceding the
Revolution. The history of this volume is curious.
Immediately after the affair at Lexington, the town
of Boston was surrounded by American troops, and
all intercourse with the country was cut off, except
by permission of the British commander; and no per-
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son was allowed to pass the lines without being
searched. Among the principal men in the town,

who were friendly to the cause of the people, was
Dr. Cooper, a man distinguished for his abilities and

for the influence he had exercised, by his pen and
the weight of his character, in opposition to the
British claims. With others he obtained a passport
to leave the town.

At this time he had in his possession a number of
original letters from Dr. Franklin and Governor Pow-
nall, and the drafts of his answers, all of which had
an immediate bearing on the controversy between
the two countries. Being unwilling to destroy or
lose these papers, and apprehensive that they would
be taken from him if he attempted to convey them
through the lines, he determined to leave them be-
hind, in the hands of a confidential friend, with direc-
tions to forward them to him by the first safe oppor-
tunity. He accordingly put them together in a par-
cel, and sent them to Mr. Jeffiies, who was then
confined to his bed hy sickness, and unable to leave
the town. These papers Mr. Jeffries deposited in a
trunk, which contained other things of his own. As
soon as Mr. Jeffries recovered, he likewise went into
the country. In the mean time his son, Dr. John
Jeffiies, adhering to the side of the loyalists, did not
choose to accompany his father, but remained m
Boston; and his father left many things in his charge,
and among others the abovementioned trunk, either
not knowing or forgetting that it contained the treas-
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ure belonging to his friend. This trunk was nearly
a year in the possession of Dr. Jeffries, before he
examined 1ts contents, when, upon the evacuation of
Boston, collecting his effects in order to embark with
the British troops for Halifax, he accidentally discov-
ered the packet of letters, and took it with him.
From Halifax he carried it to London, and present-
ed it to a Mr. Thompson, who sent it to the King,
with an explanation of the particulars, the substance
of which is here given. The original papers are
bound in a volume, and a copy of the whole was
procured in the King’s library by Mr. Richard Biddle,
the able and ingenious author of the Memoirs of
Sebastian Cabot,” who has obligingly intrusted it to
the judgment of the Editor. The letters of both
Dr. Franklin and Dr. Cooper, thus furnished, are
among the best original materials in the present
edition.

But the most important and far the most exten-
sive contributions have been received through the
politeness and liberality of Mr. Charles P. Fox, of
Philadelphia. When William Temple Franklin went
to Kuorope, not long after his grandfather’s death, he
took with him Dr. Franklin’s letter-books, and some
other original manuscripts; but the great mass of
papers that had accumulated in his hands while he
was minister in France, as well as many others of
an earlier date, were left behind at Philadelphia in

‘the possession of Mr. Fox, the father of Mr. Charles

P. Fox. ‘They have remained in the family mansion
VOL. L c B
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ever since, now almost fifty years, carefully preserved,
and unexamined till they were submitted to the in-
spection of the Editor. Such of them as were se-
lected for use in preparing this work filled two very
large trunks. They consist of original letters writ-
ten to Dr. Franklin during his residence in France,
philosophical tracts, political memoirs, and such mis-
cellaneous papers as would naturally be collected by
a man in his situation and employment; and also of
a few rough drafts of letters and papers in his own
handwriting.

When Dr. Franklin went to France, he left a
chest of papers with Mr. Galloway, whom he had
made one of his executors, and in whose care he
supposed the papers would be safe. The chest was
sent to Mr. Galloway’s country-seat, a few miles from
Philadelphia. A short time only after Dr. Franklin’s
departure, Mr. Galloway joined the enemy, leaving
the papers at his house; and, when the British held
possession of Philadelphia, this house was within or
near the lines. At the time of the evacuation -of the
city, the chest was broken open and rifled of a large
part of its contents. ~'The remainder were scattered
about the floor of the house, trodden under foot, and
much injured. Whether this was done by the Brit-
ish troops, or by disaffected Americans, has never
been ascertained. Mr. Bache, hearing of the con-
dition of the papers, went to Galloway’s house, col-
lected such of them as he could find, and put them

again 1nto the chest, which he removed to Philadel-
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phia. In this chest, when committed to Mr. Gallo-
way, were the drafts. of Dr. Franklin’s letters for
twenty years, including the whole period of his resi-
dence in England. These were all taken away,
except a few sheets, which were left behind de-
faced and torn. In short, his most valuable early
papers of every description were in this chest. A
oreat many of them were lost, and never heard of
afterwarcs. Such of them as were rescued by Mr.
Bache are among those, which now belong to Mr.
Fox. They have furmished much original matter,
especially more than forty letters from Dr. Frank-
lin to his wife, not before printed.

To many other gentlemen, also, the Editor has
been under obligations for various acts of kindness
and much useful assistance, as well in sending him
original letters, as 1n communicating facts illustrative
of the writings and life of Franklin. His thanks
are in a particular manner due to Mr. Edward D.
Ingraham for frequent contributions of this kind; and
to Mr. Willard Phillips for the valuable notes, which
he has added to the essays on subjects relating to
political economy. He has likewise been more or
less indebted to Dr. Franklin Bache, Mr. William
Duane, Mr. Job R. Tyson, Mr. Thomas I. Wharton,
Mr. Henry Reed, Mr. Henry D. Gilpin, Dr. James
Mease, Dr. John W. Francis, Mr. Henry Francis,
Mr. George Gibbs, Mr. Caleb Emerson, Mr. William
C. Folger, Mr. Josiah Quincy, Mr. Samuel A. Eliot,
Reverend Dr. Thaddeus Mason Harris, Mr. Isaac P.
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Davis, Mr. B. B. Thatcher, Mr. Charles Brown, Mr.
Robert L. Emmons, Mr. Willlam Vaughan, and Mr.
Petty Vaughan. To these should be added Mr. Ben-
jamin Vaughan, who, although he died soon after the
first part of the work was put to press, communi-
cated to the IKEditor many particulars, which were
serviceable in facilitating his labors. Mr. Vaughan’s
mtimate friendship and correspondence with Dr.
Franklin, for many years, probably enabled him to
contribute more from his personal knowledge, than
could have been furnished by any other survivor.
Such are the sources from which the materials

for this edition have been derived. The whole
number of articles, which have not appeared in any
former collection, including letters and miscellaneous
pieces, amounts to about six hundred and fifty.
Upwards of four hundred and sixty of these have
never before been printed. They consist of letters
and other papers written either by Franklin, or by
some of the most distinguished of his correspondents.
In the tables at the end of the tenth volume, each
of the pieces now printed for the first time is desig-
nated.

In classifying these materials the following ar-
rangement has been adopted.

1. Autobiography.

2. Lssays on Religious and Moral Subjects and
the Xconomy of Life.

3. Essays on General Politics, Commerce, and
Political Economy.
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4. Essays and Tracts, Historical and Political, be-
fore the American Revolution.

5. Political Papers during and after the Ameri-
can Revolution.

6. Letters and Papers on Electricity.

-7. Letters and Papers on Philosophical Subjects.

8. Correspondence.

Under each head all the articles have been placed
in the order in which they were written, with the
date of each prefixed, whenever this could be as-
certained. 'The Correspondence is also printed in
chronological order, from beginning to end, without
regard to the contents of the letters. 'This method
was believed to be preferable to any attempt at a
classification, because in numerous instances a single
letter treats of various subjects, both of a political
and a private nature.

The Editor’s notes throughout the work, and the
historical remarks at the beginning of many of the
essays and political treatises, are intended strictly

‘as illustrations of the author’s text, and not as com-

mentaries or critical disquisitions. The substance of
these notes and remarks has been drawn, mn a great
measure, from manuscripts. Mr. Fox’s papers, and
the public offices in Paris, have furnished copious
materials for this part of the work. Some curious
particulars, respecting the proceedings of the Brit-
ish ministry and Parliament for a few years after
the repeal of the Stamp Act, are selected from the
letters of Mr. Wilham Samuel Johnson, who was
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the agent from Connecticut in London during that
period. His original letter-book is in the library of
the Massachusetts Historical Society, and the use of
it has been freely granted for this occasion. Many
interesting and important extracts from Mr. Oswald’s
correspondence with the British ministry, while he
was engaged in negotiating the treaty of peace in
Paris, are likewise subjoined as notes to Dr. Frank-
lin’s letters on that subject. 'These extracts were
taken from a manuscript volume, containing a copy
of Mr. Oswald’s entire correspondence, with which
the Editor was favored by the Marquis of Lans-
down, in addition to other evidences of that noble-
man’s liberal spirit and enlargement of mind, in aid-
ing his researches for materials illustrative of Amer-
ican history.

A few notes have been selected from Mr. Vaughan’s
and William Temple Franklin’s editions, which are
indicated in each case by their initials. For all the
notes, except those written by the author, and those
for which some other authority is cited, -the Editor
1s responsible.

The first volume consists of a Life of Franklin,
being. his autobiography, and a Continuation by the
Editor. The autobiography has been divided into
chapters, of suitable length, for the convenience of
readers. In the Continuation the Editor has en-
deavoured to follow out the author’s plan, by confin-

ing himself strictly to a narrative of the principal
events and incidents of his life, as far as these could
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be ascertamed from his writings, his public acts, and
the testimony of his contemporaries.

The engraved portrait of Dr. Franklin, prefixed
to the first volume, is from an original picture now
iIn the possession of Mr. Thomas W. Sumner, of
Brookline, Massachusetts. Neither the name of the
artist, nor the precise time at which it was paint-

ed, is known. The picture formerly belonged to
his brother, John Frankhn, and it is mentioned in

his will, dated in January, 1756. It has been re-
tained in the family ever since. It was painted when
Franklin was a young man, probably before he was
thirty years old, and twenty-five or thirty years ear-
lier than the portraits, from which any of the other
engravings extant have been taken. 'The head of
Mrs. Franklin, contained in this work, is from a
picture owned by the Reverend Dr. Charles Hodge,
of Princeton, New Jersey. Both these portraits are
of the size of life. They have never before been
engraved. The portrait by Duplessis has been gen-
erally acknowledged to exhibit the best likeness of
Franklin in his old age. The engraving of 1t {or
this work was executed in Paris, from the original.

Although the Editor has spared neither labor nor
expense in his endeavours to make this edition a com-
plete collection of the writings of Kranklin, yet he

is constrained to say, in justice to the memory of
the author, that he has been less successful than he

could have wished. Many papers, known to have
once existed, he has not been able to find. Of this
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description are numerous letters to his son, written
before the Revolution; and also his letters, during a
long course of years, to his daughter and his son-in-
law, a very few of which have been preserved.
Again, his entire correspondence with the Assemblies
of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Georgia, while he
was agent for those colonies in England, has hitherto
eluded the most vigilant search. All these papers are
probably lost, as well as those taken from the chest
in Galloway’s house, and others, described by him as
important, which he had committed to the charge of
his son, before his mission to France. It is possible
that other writings may yet be brought to light,
which may afford some future editor the means of
more entire success.

FEBRUARY, 1840,
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CHAPTER XV.

Receives congratulatory Letters and Addresses. — Chosen President of
Pennsylvania, and holds the Office three Years.— His private Circum-

stances. — Appointed a Delegate to the Convention for framing the
Constitution of the United States. —His Speeches in the Convention.
— His Religious Opinions.— Extracts from Dr. Cutler’s Journal, de-
scribing an Interview with him.— President of the Society for Polit-
ical Inquiries.— Neglect of Congress to examine and settle his Ac-

counts. — Various Pieces written by him during the last Year of his
Life. — His Illness and Death. — Funeral Ceremonies. — Tribute of
Respect paid to him by Congress and other Public Bodies. — Con-

clusion.

As soon as his arrival was known, letters of con-
gratulation were sent to him from all parts of the coun-
try. General Washington and Mr. Jay were among
the first to welcome him on this occasion. The As-
" sembly of Pennsylvania was then in session, and, the
day after he landed, an address was presented to him
by that body, in which they congratulate him, in the
most cordial manner, on his safe return. “We are
confident,” they observe, “that we speak the senti-
ments of this whole country, when we say, that your
services, in the public councils and negotiations, have
not only merited the thanks of the present generation,
but will be recorded in the pages of history, to your
immortal honor. And it is particularly pleasing to us,
that, while we are sitting as members of the Assem-
bly of Pennsylvania, we have the happiness of wel-
coming Into the State a person, who was so greatly
mstrumental in forming its free constitution.” This was
followed by similar addresses from the American Phi-
losophical Society, and the Faculty of the University
of Pennsylvania. To all of them he returned brief

and appropriate answers.
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From some of his letters it would appear, that, when
he left France, he looked upon his public life as at an
end, and anticipated the enjoyment of entire tranquil-
lity and freedom from -care, after he should be again
restored to the bosom of his family. In this expecta-
tion, however, he was disappointed. He had been at
home but a few days, when he was elected 2 mem-
ber of the Supreme Executive Council of Pennsylva-
nia. This was a preliminary step to a higher advance-
ment ; for, when the Assembly met; in October, he
was chosen President of the State, the office being
equivalent to that of governor in the other States. - The
choice was made by the joint ballot of the Assembly
and Councl. Under the first constitution of Pennsyl-
vania, no Individual could serve in the Councll, or hold
the office of President, more than three successive
years, and he was then ineligible for the four years
following. Dr. Franklin was annually chosen President
till the end of the constitutional term, and each time
by a unanimous vote, except the first, when there was
one dissenting voice in seventy-seven. This unanim-
ity Is a proof, that, notwithstanding his great age and
his bodily infirmities, he fulfilled the duties of the sta-
tion to the complete satisfaction of the electors.

He was apparently at ease in his private circum-
stances, and happy In his domestic relations. He occu-
pied himself for some time in finishing a house, which
had been begun many years before, and in which he
fitted up a spacious apartment for his library. In
writing to a friend, he said; “I am surrounded by
my offspring, a dutiful and -affectionate daughter In
my house, with six grandchildren, the eldest of whom
you have seen, who 1s now at college In the next
street, finishing the learned part of his education; the
others promising, both for parts and good dispositions.
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What their conduct may be, when they grow up and
enter the important scenes of life, I shall not live to
see, and I cannot foresee. 1 therefore enjoy among
them the present hour, and leave the future to Prov-
idence.” Again, to another correspondent he wrote ;
“] am got Into my niche, after being kept out of it
twenty-four years by foreign employments. It 1s a
very good house, that I built so long ago to retwe
into, without being able till ngw to enjoy it. I am
again surrounded by my friends, with a fine family of
grandchildren about my knees, and an affectionate, good
daughter and son-in-law to take care of me. And, after
fifty years’ public. service, I have the pleasure to find
the esteem of my country with regard to me undi-
minished.” Much of his time was devoted to the so-
ciety of those around him, and of the numerous visiters,
whom curiosity and respect prompted to seek his ac-
quaintance. His attachments to the many Intimate
friends he had left in Europe were likewise preserved
by a regular and affectionate correspondence, in which
are manifested the same steadiness of feeling and en-
larced benevolence, the same playfulness and charm
of style, that are conspicuous in the compositions of
his earlier years.

He was elected one of the delegates from Pennsyl-
vania to.the Convention for forming the Constitution of
the United States, which met at Philadelphia in May,
1787, and continued in session four months. Although
he was now In the eighty-second year of his age, and
at the same time discharged the duties of President
of the State, yet he attended faithfully to the business
of the convention, and entered actively and heartily
into the proceedings. Several of his speeches were
written out and afterwards published. They are short,
but well adapted to.the occasion, clear, logical, and
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persuasive. He never pretended to the accomplish-
ments of an orator or debater. He seldom spoke in
a deliberative assembly except for some special object,
and then briefly and with great simplicity of manner
and language.

After the members of the convention had been to-
gether four or five weeks, and made very litle pro-

gress In the 1mportant work they had i hand, on
account of their unfortunate differences of opinion and
disagreements on essential points, Dr. Franklin intro-
duced a motion for daily prayers. “In the beginning
of the contest with Britain,” said he, ®“when we were
senstble of danger, we had daily prayers in this room
for the divine protection. Our prayers, Sir, were heard ;
and they were graciously answered. All of us, who
were engaged 1n the struggle, must have observed fre-
quent Instances of a superintending Providence In our
favor. To that kind Providence we owe this happy
opportunity of consulting in peace on the means of es-
tablishing our future national felicity. And have we
now forgotten that powerful Friend? or do we imag:
ine we no longer need his assistance? I have lived,
Sir, a long time; and, the longer I live, the more con-
vincing- proofs I see of this truth, thal Gop governs
in the affairs of men. And, if a sparrow cannot fall
to the ground without his notice, 1s it probable that
an empire can rise without his aid? We have been
assured, Sir, In the Sacred Writings, that, ‘except the
Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it
I firmly believe this; and I also believe, that, without
his concurring aid, we shall succeed in this political
building no better than the builders of Babel; we
shall be divided by our little, partial, local interests,
our projects will be confounded, and we ourselves
shall become a reproach and a by-word down to fu-
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ture ages. And, what is worse, mankind may here-
after, from this unfortunate nstance, despair of estab-
lishing government by human wisdom, and leave it to
chance, war, and conquest. I therefore beg leave to
move, that henceforth prayers, imploring the assist-

ance of Heaven and its blessing on our deltberations,
be held in this assembly every morning before we pro-

ceed to business; and that one or more of the clergy
of this city be requested to officiate in that service.”
The motion was not adopted, as “the convention,
except three or four persons, thought prayers un-
necessary.”

These remarks afford some nsight into Dr. Frank-
lin’s religious sentiments. A good deal has been said
on this subject, and sometimes without a due degree
either of knowledge or charity. When Dr. Stiles,
President of Yale College, questioned him about his
religious faith, he replied as follows, only five weeks
before his death; “] believe in one God, the Creator
of the universe ; that he governs 1t by his Providence ;
that he ought to be worshipped; that the most ac-
ceptable service we can render to him is doing good
to his other children; that the soul of man is immor-
tal, and will be treated with justice in another life
respecting its conduct in this. These I take to be
the fundamental points of all sound religion, and 1 re-
gard them as you do, in whatever sect I meet with
them. As to Jesus of Nazareth, my opinion of whom
you particularly desire, I think his system of morals
and his religion, as he left them to us, the best the
world ever saw, or Is like to see; but I apprehend it
has received various corrupting changes, and I have,
with most of the present Dissenters in England, some
doubts as to his divinity ; though it is a question I
do not dogmatize upon, having never studied it.”
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This i1s the most explicit declaration of his faith, which
is to be found anywhere in his writings; and, although
it 1s not very precise, yet it i1s far from that cold and
heartless infidelity, which some writers have ascribed
to him, and for which charge there is certainly no just
foundation.

Whatever may have been the tenor of his opinions
on points of faith and doctrine, there are many evi-
dences of his reverence for religion and for the insti-
tutions of Christianity. In early lLfe, he composed a
little book of prayers, which he was mn the habit of
using In his devotions. At all times he was ready to
contribute liberally towards the erection of churches;
and, during Whitefield’s several visits to Philadelphia,
he not only attended his preaching, but was his inti-
mate companion and friend, baving him sometimes as
a lodger at his own house. Such was not the socety,
that an irreligious man would be likely to seek. Ina
letter of advice to his daughter, it was his solemn in-
junction, that she should habitually attend public wor-
ship. IHe wrote a Preface to an abridged edition of
the Book of Common Prayer, in which he speaks im-
pressively of the obligation and benefits of worship and
other religious observances. When a skeptical writer,
who 1s supposed to have been Thomas Paine, showed
him In manuscript a work written against religion, he
urged him earnestly not to publish 1t, but to burn it;
objecting to his arguments as fallaclous, and to his
principles as poisoned with the seeds of vice, without
tending to any imaginable good. It should, moreover,
be observed, that no parts of Dr. Franklin’s writings
are hostile to religion; but, on the contrary, it is the
direct object of some of them to inculcate virtue and
plety, which he regarded not more as duties of great
moment In the present life, than as an essential pre-
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paration for the wellbeing of every individual in a
future state of existence.

It 1s deeply to be regretted, that he did not bestow
more attention than he seems to have done on the
evidences of Christianity ; because there can be little
doubt, that a mind like his, quick to discover truth
and always ready to receive it, would have been con-
vinced by a full investigation of the facts and argu-
ments adduced in proof of the Christian revelation ;
and especlally because the example of such a man is
likely to have great influence with others. Yet, when
one expresses this regret, or censures this indifference,
it behoves him to exercise more justice and candor
than have sometimes been used, in representing what
he actually believed and taught.

It had long been an opinion of Dr. Franklin, that
in a democratical government there ought to be no
offices of profit. The first constitution of Pennsylvania
contained an article expressive of this sentiment, which
was drafted by him. One of his speeches in the na-
tional convention was on the same subject. ¢ There
are two passions,” saild he, “which have a powerful
influence in the affairs of men. These are ambition and
avarice; the love of power and the love of money.
Separately, each of these has great force in prompting
men to action ; but, when united in view of the same
object, they have in many minds the most violent effects.
Place before the eyes of such men a post of honor,
that shall at the same time be a place of profif, and
they will move Heaven and earth to obtain it. The
vast number of such places it 1s, that renders the Brit-
ish government so tempestuous. The struggles for
them are the true source of all those factions, which
are perpetually dividing the nation, distracting its coun-
cils, hurrying it sometimes into fruitless and mischievous
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wars, and often compelling a submission to dishonor-
able terms of peace. And of what kind are the men
that will strive for this profitable preéminence, through
all the bustle of cabal, the heat of contention, the in-
finite mutual abuse of parties, tearing to pieces the
best of characters? It will not be the wise and mod-
erate, the lovers of peace and good order, the men
fittest for the trust. It will be the bold and the violent,
the men of strong passions and indefatigable activity in
their selfish pursuits. These will thrust themselves into
your government, and be your rulers. And these, too,
will be mistaken in the expected happiness of their
situation ; for their vanquished competitors, of the same
spirit, and from the same motives, will perpetually be
endeavouring to distress their administration, thwart
their measures, and render them odious to the peo-
ple.” IHe thought the pleasure of domng good by serv-
ing their country, and the respect nspired by such
conduct, were sufficlent motives for true patriots to
give up a portion of their time to the public, without
a pecuniary compensation beyond the means of sup-
port while engaged in the service. In his own case,
he had an opportunity of putting these principles m
practice. All the money he received as President
of Pennsylvania for three years he appropriated to
some object of public utility ; and, if the whole fifty
years of his public life are taken together, 1t 1s be-
lieved that his receipts, in the form of compensation
or salaries, were not enough to defray his necessary
expenses.

The speech made by him at the close of the con-
vention has been commended for its moderation, liberal

spirit, and practical good sense. In the concluding part
of that speech he says, “I consent to this constitution,
because 1 expect no better, and because I am not
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sure that 1t 1s not the best. 'The opinions I have had
of its errors I sacrifice to the public good. I have
never whispered a syllable of them abroad. Within
these walls they were born, and here they shall die.
If every one of us, In returning to our constituents,
were to report the objections he has had to it, and
endeavour to gamn partisans in support of them, we
might prevent 1ts being generally received, and thereby
lose all the salutary effects and great advantages re-
sulting npaturally in our favor among foreign nations,
as well as among ourselves, from our real or apparent
unanimity. Much of the strength and efficiency of any
government, In procuring and securing happiness to
the people, depends on opinion, on the general opinion
of the goodness of that government, as well as of the
wisdom and Integrity of its governors. I hope, there-
fore, for our own sakes, as a part of the people, and
for the sake of our posterity, that we shall act heartily
and unanimously In recommending this constitution,
wherever our Influence may extend, and turn our fu-
ture thoughts and endeavours to the means of having
it well administered. On the whole, Sir, I cannot help
expressing a wish, that every member of the conven-
tion who may still have objections to it, would with
me on this occasion doubt a little of his own infalli-
bility, and, to make manifest our unanimily, put his
name to this instrument,”

The following description presents an interesting pic-
ture of Dr. Franklin’s appearance and manner at this
period of his life. It is an extract from a journal writ-
ten by the Reverend Dr. Manasseh Cutler, of Hamil-
ton, Massachusetts, who was distinguished as a scholar,
and particularly as a botanist. While on a visit at
Philadelphia, he called to pay his respects to Dr.
Franklin. The extract is dated July 13th, 1787.
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“Dr. Franklin lives in Market Street. His house
stands up a court, at some distance from the street.
We found him in his garden, sitting upon a grass-
plot, under a very large mulberry tree, with several
other gentlemen and two or three ladies. When Mr.
Gerry introduced me, he rose from his chair, took me
by the hand, expressed his joy at seeing me, wel-
comed me to the city, and begged me to seat myself
close to him. His voice was low, but his countenance
open, frank, and pleasing. I delivered to him my let-
ters. After he had read them, he took me again by
the hand, and, with the usual compliments, introduced
me to the other gentlemen, who are most of them
members of the convention.

“Here we entered into a free conversation, and
spent our time most agreeably, until it was quite dark.
The tea table was spread under the tree, and Mrs.
Bache, who is the only daughter of the. Doctor, and
lives with him, served it out to the company. She
had three of her children about her. They seemed
to be excessively fond of their grandpapa. The Doc-
tor showed me a curiosity he had just received, and
with which he was much pleased. It was a snake
with two heads, preserved in a large phial. It was
taken near the confluence of the Schuylkill with the
Delaware, about four miles from this city. It was
about ten Inches long, well proportioned, the heads
perfect, and united to the body about one fourth of
an Inch below the extremities of the jaws. The snake
was of a dark brown, approaching to black, and the
back beautifully speckled with white. The belly was
rather checkered with a reddish color and white. The
Doctor supposed it to be full grown, which I think is
probable ; and he thinks it must be a sui generis of
that class of animals. He grounds his opinion of its
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not being an extraordmary production, but a distinct
zenus, on the perfect form of the snake, the proba-
bility of its being of some age, and there having been
found a snake entirely similar (of which the Doctor has
a drawing, which he showed us,) near Lake Cham-
plain, in the time of the late war. He mentioned the
situation of this snake, if 1t was travelling among
bushes, and one head should choose to go on one
side of the stem of a bush, and the other head should
prefer the other side, and neither of the heads would
consent to come back, or give way to the other, He
was then going to mention a humorous matter, that
had that day occurred in the convention, In conse-
quence of his comparing the snake to America; for
he seemed to forget that every thing In the conven-
tion was to be kept a profound secret. But the se-
crecy of convention matters was suggested to him,

which stopped him, and deprived me of the story he
was going to tell.

“ After 1t was dark we went into the house, and
he invited me into his library, which is likewise his
study. It is a very large chamber, and high-studded.
The walls are covered with book-shelves, filled with
books ; besides there are four large alcoves, extending
two thirds the length of the chamber, filled in the
same manner. I presume this is the largest and by
far the best private library in America. He showed
us a glass machine for exhibiting the circulation of the
blood in the arteries and veins of the human body.
The circulation 1s exhibited by the passing of a red
fluild from a reservoir into numerous capillary tubes of
glass, ramified in every direction, and then returning
in similar tubes to the reservoir, which was done with
oreat velocity, without any power to act visibly upon the
fluid, and had the appearance of perpetual motion.
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Another great curiosity was a rolling press, for taking
the copies of letters or any other writing. A sheet of -
paper 1s completely copied in less than two minutes;
the copy as fair as the original, and without defacing
it in the smallest degree. It is an invention of his
own, extremely useful in many situations of lfe. He
also showed us his long, artificial arm and hand, for
taking down and putting up books on high shelves,
which are out of reach ; and his great arm-chair, with
rockers, and a large fan placed over it, with which he
fans himself, keeps off the flies, &c., while he sits read-
ng, with only a small motion of the foot; and many
other curiosities and inventions, all his own, but of
lesser note. Over his mantel he has a prodigious
number of medals, busts, and casts in wax, or plaster
of Paris, which are the effigies of the most noted char-
acters in Europe. )

“ But what the Doctor wished principally to show
me was a bhuge volume on botany, which indeed ai-

forded me the greatest pleasure of any one thing In
his lbrary, It was a single volume, but so large, that
it was with great difficulty that he was able to raise
it from a low shelf, and lft it on the table. But, with
that senile ambition, which 1s common to old people,
he insisted on doing it himself, and would permit no
person to assist him, merely to show us how much
strength he had remaining. It contained the whole of
Linnzus’s Systema Vegefabilium, with large cuts of
every plant, colored from nature. It was a feast to me,
and the Doctor seemed to enjoy it as well as myselt
We spent a couple of hours In e€xamining this volume,
while the other gentlemen amused themselves with
other matters. The Doctor i1s not a botanist, but la-
mented he did not in early life attend to this science.
He delights in Natural History, and expressed an earn-



A, 81.] LIFE OF FRANKLIN. 523

est wish, that I should pursue the plan that 1 had
" begun, and hoped this science, so much neglected in
America, would be pursued with as much ardor here
as it is now in every part of Europe. I wanted, for
three months at least, to have devoted myself entirely
to this one volume; but, fearing lest I should be te-
dious to him, I shut up the volume, though he urged
me to examine 1t longer.

“He seemed extremely fond, through the course of
the visit, of dwelling on philosophical subjects, and
particularly that of Natural History; while the other
gentlemen were swallowed up with politics. This was
a favorable circumstance for me; for almost the whole
of his conversation was addressed to me, and I was
highly delighted with the extensive knowledge he ap-
peared to have of every subject, the brightness of his
memory, and clearness and vivacity of all his mental
faculties, notwithstanding his age. His manners are
perfectly easy, and every thing about him seems to
diffuse an unrestrained freedom and happiness. He
has an incessant vein of humor, accompanied with an
uncommon vivacity, which seems as natural and mvol-
untary as his breathing. He urged me to call on him
again, but my short stay would not admit. We took
our leave at ten, and I retired to my lodgings.” *

While the States were engaged In electing dele-
gates to the convention, there was much speculation
as to the results of this experiment, and political dis-
cussions abounded in all parts of the country. Par-
'taking of the common impulse, a number of gentlemen
in Philadelphia formed themselves into an association,
called the Sociefy for Political Inquiries, the design
of which is well expressed by its name. Dr. Flank-

pr—

* Communicated to the Editor by Mr. Caleb Emerson, who transcribed
it from the original Journal,
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IIn was chosen president, and the meetings were usu-
ally held at his house. For some time they were well
attended ; various topics of general politics were dis-
cussed ; essays were written, and prize questions pro-
posed. But, alter having been in operation about two
years, the society languished, and it was finally dis-
solved by the tacit consent of the members. He was
also president of a Sociely for alleviating the Miseries
of Public Prisons.

Dr. Franklin’s third and last year’s service, as Presi-
dent of Pennsylvania, expired in October, 1788. After
that time he held no public office, although he was
often consulted on public measures.

His sensibility seems to have been touched by the
neglect of Congress to settle his accounts, or even to
notice in any way his long and faithful services to the
public. Before he left France, his pecuniary transac-
tions were examined In detal by Mr. .Barclay, the
commissioner appointed by Congress to liquidate and
settle the accounts of the agents of the United States,
who had been mtrusted with the expenditure of public
money in Europe. The result of Mr. Barclay’s exam-
ination differed from Dr. Franklin’s statement only
seven sols, or about six cents, which sum he had by
mistake overcharged. Mr. Barclay was ready to settle
the accounts as they then stood; but Dr. Frankln
requested that they might be submitted tc the inspec-
tion of Congress, because he believed there were some
other charges, which ought properly to be paid by the
public, but which Mr. Barclay did not feel authorized
by his instructions to allow. The accounts were ac-
cordingly kept open, and transmitted to Congress.
One of the first things, which Dr. Franklin did on his
arrival in Philadelphia, was to send his grandson to
New York, where Congress were then In session, to
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obtain a settlement. He returned unsuccessful, being
told that necessary documents were expected from
F'rance, although the vouchers had all been examined
by Mr. Barclay. After waiting a long time, without
hearing any thing from Congress on the subject, Dr.
Franklin wrote a letter to the President, containing an
earnest request that the business might be taken
up and considered.

“Jt is now more than three years,” said he, “that
those accounts have been before that honorable body,
and, to this day, no notice of any such objection has
been communicated to me. But reports have, for some
time past, been circulated here, and propagated n the
newspapers, that I am greatly indebted to the United
States for large sums, that had been put into my
hands, and that I avoid a settlement. This, together
with the little time one of my age may expect to live,
makes it necessary for me to request earnestly, which
I hereby do, that the Congress would be pleased,
without further delay, to examine those accounts, and
if they find therein any article or articles, which they
do not understand or approve, that they would cause
me to be acquainted with the same, that I may have
an opportunity of offering such explanations or reasons
in support of them as may be in my power, and then
that the accounts may be finally closed. 1 hope the
Congress will soon be able to attend to this business
for the satisfaction of the public, as well as in con-
descension to my request.”

This act of justice was not rendered. The accounts
were never settled, nor was any allowance made for
what he conceived to be equitable demands for ex-
traordinary services. It is true, that, after this letter

was written, the deranged state of the Old Congress,
in consequence of the non-attendance of members, may
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have prevented its being brought regularly before that
body; but there is no apology for the previous neg-
lect of three years; nor does there appear any good
reason why the business should not have been re-
sumed, and honorably adjusted by the first Congress
under the new constitution.

The zeal with which he had promoted the first
establishment of an Academy in Philadelphia, forty
years before, was revived during the last year of his
life. He believed that the Intentions of the original
founders had not been fulfilled, in regard .to the Eng-
ish school connected with that institution, and that
the study of Greek and Latin had gradually gained
too great an ascendency. He wrote a long and very
interesting paper, in which he sketched a history of
the Academy, with an account of the fransactions of
its founders and early supporters, claiming a larger
attention, than had hitherto been given, to English
studies, as well on the ground of utility, as on that
of the state of learning in modern times, Committees
occasionally met at his house. One evening the con-
versation turned upon the study of the Greek and
Latin languages in schools. Franklin was of the opin-
ion; that- they engrossed too much time. He said,
that, when the custom K of wearing broad cuffs with
buttons first began, there was a reason for it; the
cuffs might be brought down over the hands, and
thus guard them from wet and cold. But gloves came
into use, and the broad cuffs were unnecessary ; yet
the custom was still retained. So likewise with cocked
hats. The wide brim, when let down, afforded a pro-
tection from the rain and sun. Umbrellas were intro-
duced, yet fashion prevailed to keep cocked hats in
vogue, although they were rather cumbersome than
useful. Thus with the Latin language. When nearly

e
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all the books in Europe were written in that language,
the study of it was essential in every system of edu-
cation ; but it 1s now scarcely needed, except as an
accomplishment, since it has everywhere given place,
as a vehicle of thought and knowledge, to some one
of the modern tongues.

At this time, Dr. Franklin was seldom free from
acute bodily pain; but, during short intervals of relief,
he wrote several other pieces, which exhibit proofs
that his mind never acted with more vigor, or main-
tained a more cheerful and equable tone. One of
these pieces 1s entitled The Cowrt of lhe Press, in
which he remarks with severity on the practice of
certain editors of newspapers, who attack the charac-
ters of individuals, and shield themselves under a false
interpretation of the liberty of the press. Another pa-
per, called a Comparison of the Conduct of the /An-
cient Jews and the Antifederalists of the United Stales,
is intended as a reproof to some of those who opposed
the new.constitution. Urged by the repeated solici-
tations of his friends, he likewise employed himself
occasionally in writing his memoirs; but he seems
not to have made so much progress in this work, as
he had anticipated when he returned from Europe.

He also drew up a Plan for improving the Condi-
tion of the Free Blacks. His last public act was to
sign, as president, a memorial from the Abolition So-
ciety of Pennsylvania to Congress; and the last paper
which he wrote was on the same subject. Mr. Jack-
son, a member of Congress from Georgia, had made
a speech in favor of negro slavery. An ingenious par-
ody of this speech was composed by Dr. Franklin, in
which Sidi Mehemet Ibrahim is represented as speak-
ing, in the Divan of Algiers, against granting the pe-
tition of a sect called Erika, who prayed for the abo-
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lition of piracy and slavery, as being unjust. In this
pretended speech of Ibrahim, the same principles were
advanced, and the same arguments were used In de-
fence of plundering and enslaving Europeans, that had
been urged by Mr. Jackson in justification of negro
slavery. It is dated only twenty-four days before the
author’s decease; and, as a specimen of happy con-
ception and sound reasoning, it 1s not Inferior to any
of his writings.

The state of his health and of his feelings may be
inferred from a letter to President Washington, written
on the 16th of September, 1789, in which he speaks
as follows;

“My malady renders my sitting up to write rather
painful to me; but I cannot let my son-in-law, Mr.
Bache, part for New York, without congratulating you
by him on the recovery of your health, so precious
to us all, and on the growing strength of our new gov-
ernment under your administration. For my own per-
sonal ease, I should have died two years ago; but,
though those years have been spent in excruciating
pain, | am pleased that I have lived them, since they
have brought me to see our present situation. I am
now finishing my eighty-fourth year, and probably with
it my career in this life; but, in whatever state of ex-
istence I am placed in hereafter, if I retain any mem-
ory of what has passed here, I shall with it retamn the
esteem, respect, and affection, with which I have long
been, my dear friend, yours most sincerely.”

Washington’s reply was cordial and affectionate.
Between these two distinguished patriots, who served
their country in different spheres, but with equal
fidelity and devotedness, there was ever a sincere
friendship and an entire confidence. When General
Washington came to Philadelphia as a member of the
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national convention for forming the constitution, the
first person he called upon was Dr. Frankln; and,
when he passed through that city on his way to New
York, where he was to be invested with the office
of President of the United States, he paid him the
same tribute of respect.

Although his malady and his sufferings continued,

yet no material change in his health was observed
till the first part of April, 1790, when he was attacked
with a fever and a pain in the breast. ¥rom that
time he was constantly under the care of Dr. John
Jones, an eminent physiciar. of Philadelphia, who wrote
the folloviing account of his illness and death,

“The stone, with which he had been afflicted for
several years, had, for the last twelve months of his
life, confined him chiefly to his bed; and, during the
extremely painful paroxysms, he was obliged to take
large doses of laudanum to mitigate his tortures. Still,
in the intervals of pain, he not only amused himself
by reading and conversing cheerfully with his family
and a few friends who visited him, but was often em-
ployed In doing business of a public, as well as of a
private nature, with various persons who waited upon
him for that purpose; and, In every instance, displayed
not only the readiness and disposition to do good,
which were the distinguishing characteristics of his
life, but the fullest and clearest possession of his un-
common abilities. He also not unfrequently indulged
in those jeuxr d’espril and entertaining anecdotes, which
were the delight of all who heard them.

“ About sixteen days before his death, he was
seized with a feverish disposition, without any partic-
ular symptoms attending it till the third or fourth day,
when he complained of a pain in his left breast, which
increased till it became extremely acute, attended by

VOL. I. 67 $S
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a cough and laborious breathing. During this state,
when the severity of his pains drew forth a groan of
complaint, he would observe, that he was afraid he
did not bear them as he ought; acknowledging his
grateful sense of the many blessings he had received
from the Supreme Being, who had raised him, from
small and low beginnings, to such high rank and con-
sideration among men; and made no doubt but that
his present afflictions were kindly intended to wean
him from a world in which he was no longer fit to
act the part assigned him. In this frame of body and
mind, he continued until five days belore his death,
when the pain and difficulty of breathing entirely leit
him, and his family were flattering themselves with
the hopes of his recovery; but an imposthume which
had formed in his lungs, suddenly burst, and dis-
charged a quantity of matter, which he continued to
throw up while he had power; but, as that failed, the
organs of respiration became gradually oppressed; a
calm, lethargic state succeeded; and on the 17th 1n-
stant (April, 1790), about eleven o’clock at night, he
quietly expired, closing a long and wuseful hfe of
eighty-four years and three months.” *

In a letter from Dr. Rush to Dr. Price, dated at
Philadelphia, a week after this event, the wnter says;
“The papers will inform you of the death of our late
illustrious friend Dr. Franklin. The evening of his
life was marked by the same activity of his moral
and tellectual powers, which distinguished 1ts merid-
ian. His conversation with his family, upon the sub-
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* Dr. Jones added the following particulars. “In the year 1735, Dr.
Franklin' had a severe pleurisy, which terminated in an abscess of his

Jungs; and he was then almost suffocated by the quantity and sudden-

ness of the discharge. A second attack, of a similar nature, happened
some years after, from which he soon recovered; and he did not appear

to suffer any inconvenience in his respiration from these diseases.”
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ject of his dissolution, was free and cheerful. A few
days before he died, he rose from his bed, and beg-
ged that it might be made up for him, so that he
might die in a decent manner. His daughter told him,
that she hoped he would recover, and hve many years
longer. He calmly replied, ‘I hope nof’ Upon being
advised to change his position in bed, that he might
breathe easy, he sad, ‘A dying man can do nothing
easy” — All orders and bodies of people among us
have vied with each other in paying tributes of re-
spect to his memory.” *

The following extracts are from a letter written by
Mrs. Mary Hewson to Mr. Viny, one of Dr. Frank-
lin’s early friends in England.

“We have lost that valued, that venerable, kind
- friend, whose knowledge enlightened our minds, and
whose philanthropy warmed our hearts. But we have
the consolation to think, that, if a life well spent In
acts of universal benevolence to mankind, a grateful
acknowledgment of Divine favor, a patient submission
under severe chastisement, and an humble frust in
Almighty mercy, can insure the happiness of a future
state, our present loss 1s his gain, 1 was the faith{ul
witness of the closing scene, which he sustained with
that calm fortitude which characterized him through
life. No repining, no peevish expression, ever escaped
him, during a confinement of two years, in which, I
believe, if every moment of ease could be added to-
gether thz sum would not amount to two whole
months, When the pain was not too violent to be
amused, he employed himself with his books, his pen,
or in conversation with his iriends; and upon every
occasion displayed the clearness of his intellect and
the cheerfulness of his temper. Even when the in-

* See Morean’s Iafe of Price, p. 147,
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tervals from pain were so short, that his words were
frequently interrupted, I have known him to hold a
discourse In a sublime strain of piety. 1 say this to
you, because I know it will give you pleasure.”

“I never shall forget one day that I passed with
our friend last summer. I found him in bed in great
agony ; but, when that agony abated a lttle, I asked
if I should read to him. He said, Yes; and the first
book I met with was Johnson’s ¢Lives of the Poets.’
I read the Life of Watts, who was a favorite author
with Dr. Frankim ; and, mstead of lulling him to sleep,
it roused him to a display of the powers of his mem-
ory and his reason. He repeated several of Waitts’s
‘Lyric Poems,” and descanted upon thelr sublimity in a
strain worthy of them and of their pious author. It is
natural for us to wish that an attention to some cere-
monies had accompanied that religion of the heart,
which I am convinced Dr. Franklin always possessed ;
but let us, who feel the benefit of them, continue to
practise them, without thinking lightly of that piety,
which could support pain without a murmur, and meet
death without terror.”*

The funeral solemnities took place on the 21st of
April. It was computed that more than twenty thou-
sand people were assembled. In the procession were
the clergy, the Mayor and Corporation of the City,
the members of the Executive Councl and of the
Assembly of Pennsylvania, the Faculty and Students

of the College of Philadelphia, the Philosophical So-
ciety, and several other soceties, followed by a nu-
merous frain of citizens. All the bells of the city
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* See the London Monthly Reposilory, Vol. XVIL p. 3. An account
of Mrs. Hewson and of her family may be seen in the present work,
Vol. VIL p. 150. The letter from which the above extracts are taken,

is dated at Philadelphia, May 5th, 1790.
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were muffled and tolled; the flags of the vessels
in the harbour were raised half-mast high; and dis-
charges of artillery announced the time when the
body was laid in the earth. Franklin was interred by
the side of his wife, in the cemetery of Christ’s
Church. A plain marble slab covers the two graves,
according to the direction in his will, with no other
Inscription than thelr names and the year of his de-
cease. It yet remains for the city of his adoption,
by erecting an appropriate monument, to render the
same ftribute of respect to his memory, which the city
of his birth has rendered to that of his father and
mother.

When the news of his death reached Congress,
then sitting in New York, a resolution was moved
by Mr. Madison, and unanimously adopted, that the
members should wear the customary badge of mourn-
ing for one month, “as a mark of veneration due to
the memory of a citizen, whose native genius was
not more an ornament to human nature, than his va-
rious exertions of it have been precious to science, to
freedom, and to his country.”* A similar resolution
was passed by the IKxecutive Council of Pennsylva-
nia. The American Philosophical Society appointed
one of their number, the Reverend Dr. Willam Smith,
to pronounce a discourse commemorative of his char-
acter and his virtues. Nor were such honors con-
fined to his own country. By a decree of the Na-

tional Assembly of France, infroduced by an eloquent
speech from Mriabeau, and seconded by Lafayette and
La Rocheloucauld, the members of that body wore a
badge of mourning for three days, and the President
wrote a letter of condolence to the Congress of the
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* See Arpexprx, No. VIL
SS¥
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United States. A public celebration was ordered by
the Commune of Paris, which was attended by a large
concourse of public officers and citizens, and a eulogy
was pronounced by the Abbé Fauchet. Many other
testimonies of respect were shown by the different
scientific and literary societies in Paris, and eulogies
were written by some of their most distinguished
members.

Dr. Frankln was well formed and strongly built,
In his latter years inclining to corpulency; his stature
was five feet nine or ten inches; his eyes were grey,
and his complexion light. Affable in his deportment,
unobtrusive, easy, and winning in his manners, he
rendered himself agreeable to persons of every rank
m life. With his intimate friends he conversed freely,
but with strangers and in mixed company he was re-
served, and sometimes taciturn. His great fund of
knowledge, and experience in human affairs, contrib-
uted to give a peculiar charm to his conversation,
enriched as it was by original reflections, and enliv-
ened by a veln of pleasantry, and by anecdotes and
Ingenious apologues, in the happy recollection and use
of which he was unsurpassed. |

The strong and distinguishing features of his mind
were sagacity, quickness of perception, and soundness
of judgment. His imagination was hvely, without be-
ing extravagant. In short, he possessed a perfect
mastery over the faculties of his understanding and
over his passions. Having this power always at com-
mand, and never being turned aside either by vanity
or selfishness, he was ‘enabled to pursue his objects
with a directness and constancy, that rarely failed to
Insure success. It was as fortunate for the world, as
it was for his own fame, that the benevolence of such
a man was hmited only by his means and opportuni-
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ties of doing good, and that, In every sphere of action
through a long course of years, his single aim was to
promote the happiness of his fellow men by enlarging
their knowledge, improving their condition, teaching
them practical lessons of wisdom and prudence, and
inculcating the principles of rectitude and the habits
of a virtuous life.

In the preceding narrative it has been the author’s
design to touch briefly upon all the principal events
in the life of Franklin, from the time his own narra-
tive breaks off, according to the method adopted by
him I his memoirs of himself, and not to write an
essay on his genius and character, nor an historical
account of his discoveries as a philosopher and his
achievements as a statesman and moralist. Such an
~ attempt would have required much more space than
has been allotted to this performance; and In the
present case it is the less to be desired, as this bio-
graphical sketch is connected with his wrliings, In
which, particularly in his moral essays and correspon-
dence, will be found a better representation of his char-
acter and of what he accomplished, than the reader
could hope to derive from any other source.
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