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ErraTAa.~—In p. 11, 1. 11, {or pcople, recad
p t. p. 13, lait l. forencom:iums, read cn-
comium. Pp. 19, L. 15, for where, read when,
p. 21, L. 12, for awakened, rcad darvkened; 1.
14, for hcart, rcad art. p. 22, L. 2, {for their,
read thefe. p. 23. L 2, for ealily, rcad reatiy ;
I. 12, for diforders. rcad diforder, and {or cauie,
read curc ; L 19, for oppreffor, read oppreflors.
p- 25, L. 21, {orfalve, rcad falvo. p. ¢7. 1. 21,

il

for on, rcad or. p. 21, L 29, forrcadily, recad
needs, p. 32, 1. 8, for a parallcl to the cauic,
read parallel to the cafe; 1. 12, for treachery,
read treacheries, p. 38, . 16, for exemply,
read exemphfy. p. 40, l. 12, tor thelc, read
thofe ; 1, 17, for pamphlet, read pamplhilets.



FALLACY DETECTED:

I N A

L E T T E R

T O T HZE

Rev. Mr. JOHN WESLEY, Mafler of Arts.

Rewverend Sir,

OUR many dark infinuations, and bit-

ter refleCtions on feveral refpetable
characters, may, I hope, warrant any in-
ftances of freedom of fpeech, that may ap-
pear in the following pages; wherein the
writer would not be underftood to oppofe
his underftanding againft yours—No, per-
haps he would rather decline the unequal
match : I only mean to oppofe common
fenfe and honefty againft your fallacy and
falfe colouring ; for what you publith un-
der the notion of Free Thoughts, leems to
me rather what you artfully endeavour to
make others think, than the real thoughts
- of a man of your abilities.

Your Calm Addrefs I look upon in the
fame light, having moreover this difadvan-
tage, that it ftands condemned in your own
writings. Both pieces, however, are ma-

A 2 nifeftly
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nifeftly calculated for the twofold purpofe
of difcrediting the advocates of the people,
on the onc hand — and ¢¢ varnifhing over the
guilt of faithlefs men,” on the other.

Your Calm Addrifs to the Americans ap-
- pears, In genecral, to be part the {fecond to
your (pretended) Fiee Thoughts, as 1t en-
forces .the fame kind of principles, and

breathes the fame {pirit.
'T'o begin with the firft —You declare the

prefent ftate of public affairs to be a {fubject
both dangerous and myfterious; and yet
-you, who profefs yourfelf fo very ignorant
. of the matter, feem to treat it with a good
-deal of freedom. Youhave taken, indeed,
-the fafe fide of the hedge yourfelf; and
- therefore may I not {uppofe, that the feem-
ing apprehenfions, in your title-page and
-elfewhere, muft be intended as a bugbear
-to others, and that you envelope the plain-
‘eft faéts in a formidable fecrefy, in order
to prepare the way for your bubbles and
-1impofitions. ¢ Actions and {prings of ac-
tion, perfons and things,” on one fide the
queftion, you touch with the utmoft ten-
‘dernefs ; but {pare not the worft imputa-
tions and rudeft treatment on the other.—-,
‘That there may be fome hidden works of
darknef{s on the fide of government, you
{eem to allow, page 4 ; but the bringing
them to light you very decently put off tiH
‘doomiday. In
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In what a difingenuous manner do you.
ftate the caufe cf the people’s complaints !
what a mere machine is your core{pondent,
over whom you have the fame command
that a tfhowman has of his puppets, and can
make him fay juft what you pleafe, In p.
4 and 5, you make him talk like a fool at
firft {etting out, that you may expofe to ri-
dicule, in his perfon, every friend of your
country ; and indeed you tzke care that he
fhall never {peak too much to the purpofe,
that you may relerve to yourfelf a difcretio-
nary power to knock him down.

As I find you drawing a fulfome com-
parifon petween < tinkers, coblers, porters,
hackney-coachmen, and yourfelf,” give me
leave to afk, what tinkers and ccblers you
mean— thofe of the S—te, or thofe of the
rabble ; thofe who buy votes, or thofe who
fell them. You feem to mntend the moft
de{picable of the people, and as fuch, for
ought I can fee, you may e’en take all thefe
together.

If" either precedence can bave,
15 only this, the grearer Riave.

Ufe < the privilege of an Inglifhman™
and welcome ; but when you make a ge-
nerous ufe of 1t, you will {peak your real
thoughts, and will have lefs neced of the
common-place raillery of the vulgar. You

A 3 {=em



[ 6 ]

feem well apprized of the effets of paffion,
in blinding the underftanding ; and ¢ an
¢ old writer has told us that intereft (a gift)
‘¢ will do 1italfo :” you profefs yourfelf clear
of both. How you can be induced to act
the double-faced part you have taken, with-
out felfith views, is really wonderful!

You affert with reafon the advantage of
a difpaflionate calmnefs ; but is not even
this capable of abufe? A fcold that has
the command of temper will exafperate
and weary out {ucceflively half a {core who
are without it. You tell us (page 6) that
you would not willingly give pain to thofe
of either fide, and in page 7, you feem to
keep your temper, only that you may be
the more infufferable. You ¢ call no ill
names, give no ill words,” and at the fame
time call your countrymen (at leaft, thofe
who dare complain) a herd of incorrigible
brutes, i1n a cool form of words, more re-
plete with venom than any ufed at Billing{-
gate ; but in anfwer to your affetted fears
of wrath from thofe of the court party, I
affure you, that in my hearing, fome of the
mofit virulent Tories have declared their re-
folution of becoming your conftant hearers
~—f{uch an effe& had the reading of your
Free 'T’houghts, on thofe who before held

you in contempt.

You
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You make your correfpondent enquire,
““ what is the dire& and principal caufe of
the prefent public commotions, or amazing
ferment among the people, the general dif-
content of the nation,” and affirm that you
‘¢ have heard it affirmed with your own
ears, King George ounght to be treated as
King Charles was.” This is very extraor-
dinary : I don’t believe thére was at that
time another pair of earsin the nation, that
had heard the like. If you did really hear
fuch a fpeech, you did not however leave
it to ¢ the birds of the air’” to tell 1t ; but
like thofe who .vioclated Mr. Wailkes’s
Efcritore, have put that into the heads of
thoufands, which before exifted no where
clfe, perhaps, but in your own.

I cannot think his M much obliged
to you for the ludicrous, ironical daubing,
wherewith you defign to fet off his charac-
ter, any more than your countrymen, for
the cool freedom you take in painting

b them out, as difliking their Prince for his
virtues, 1n doing which you fhamefully in-

fult them without ufing any ill ianguage.
Tho’ virtue in general 1s becoming to all,
and eminently diftinguifhes great men ;—
yet the great defiderata 1m a Prince are
thofe peculiar virtues of a ¢ Patriot King,”
that are a perpetual fource of happinefs to
himiclf, and mutual confidence between
A 4 him
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him and his people. If the popular writer
you hint at, page 8, 1s made to mean
other than this, it mnuft be by an uncan-
did acceptation of what he has written.
But whuever palliates the vices of govern-
ment, he it 1s that retembles both Mauchiavel
and Mandevitie ; one of whom upholds the
knaveries of ftate—the other pleads jor
private vices 3 which laft are always beft
promoted by the former : —4nd I am forry
your pontmm wriiings bear fo flrong a
mark of the {pirit that actuated both thofe
WIILCTS,

Pray which of the pardoned murderers
do you mean (page ¢) ! the rufiians who
knocked Mr. Clark on head ; -was 1t ever
pretended 7bey were not wﬂfui murderers ¢
The reafon C*{pn_,my given in the words of
the pardon 1tfelf, if 1 remember, was not
a want of inteniion 1a the conviéts to kill,
but a new repcrt of {furgeons, ¢ that the
wound {which kill’d the man) was not
mortal : how this ¢¢amazing” report was
obtitned, and by whom, youimay recollect.
However the laws having wveftea In the
King a power to remit the crime, 1 be-
lieve as gcod friends of his M as
yvourfelf have withed that the parden had
been ablolute, and that no {fuch incredible
reafon had been given for it,

VY hat
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What you fay (page 10) about Carlton-
Foufe, the K—’s mother, &c. is {o trifling
and old-womanifn as {carce to deferve no-
tice. You know, it is not where, or by
whom things are done, but whether they
were legally and honourably done, is the
point; and this you {lyly avoid, I {fuppofe,
<¢ for want of information.” |

You al{o know Very well, that neither
the numbcr, noc even the value of the pen-
fions, 1sthe toing {o much complamed of,
as the application of the: You think
all ptnﬁons ¢« well defs, ‘rned indeed you
do not fay defigned for the good of the
nation ; which certaiui}r ought to be the
{oic view 1n be{’mw:“g me puahc MONCy ;
‘¢« well defigned ;7 for what? for fome end
Or otiner no aoubt : \"."h:‘:‘f do vou think 1s
the defign of beftowing 1o much on M .—rs
of ?—, do you think this honourably de-
figned ?

Page 11, All yvou {ecem to regret is, the
boum_,y cunﬁ,u w On Ceriain _peiiuns whom
you mﬁf"'cp:afem 1S Uil W Oj ti:zy, ungrateiui,
&c. Whereas 1n truth, iuchy as havc re-
cewved their f{overeign's liberality, as the
reward of {ervicss done their coundry, will
merit {till more, by nobly refifting difho-
nourabic meafures.

bte’ldmefb and cven obfl Linacy 1 a good
caufe wil never be objelied as a fault, cf-

poLliiay
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pecially in a K—. But both K- and peo-
ple have deplored the tragical effects of ob-
ftinacy in a bad one.

Page 12. You now come to the ¢¢ peti-
tions and remonf{trances ; and becaufe you
know where and to whom they have been
particularly odious, you conduét yourfelf
accordingly, and by every art of which yoeu
are malfter, jeer, infult and difgrace them ;
but in vain. Your fallacy and mockery,
in this alfo, avail not. Your Kentifth tale,
fuppofing it true, makes little or nothing
for you. If not one man in acounty knew
any more than this, that a dependent majo-
rity in the S—te quite deftroy the free re-
prefentation of the people, ’tis enough, if
he is {atisfied that the petition prays a re-
drefs of that grievance. I mention this,
both becaufe it is fo flagrant and notorious,
that none can be ignorant either of the fat
or 1ts confequences, and alfo becaufe it is
the {fource of all other public abufes.

Page 13. The London petition and re-
monftrance become now more efpecially the
object of your contempt. You join the
herd of minifterial bullies full tilt, and for-
getting all regard to decency, are not
a2{hamed to introduce the colliers of New-
caitle, on purpofe to draw a moft impudent
parallel between them and the Corporation
of London ; and having endeavoured to fo-

phifticate
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phifticate the matter of the Loondon petition
into a myftery too deep for their under-
ftandings, you proceed to treat their re-
monfirance as unfairly —you make the King
to judge it as intended not {fo much to in-
form him, as to inflame the people, when
you know it was incapable of being {fo un-
derftood. What the petition manifeftly
aimed at, as well as the remonftrance, was
the ancient undoubted rights of the people,
efpecially a free people. If this were
granted the people muit be filenced~—1f re~
fufed, by whom are the people inflamed ?
Page 15. As to the < idle, fhamelefs
tale” as you are pleafed to call it, of the
royal {neer ; if you know it to be falfe, why
don’t you fay fo: if not, why do you

mention i1t at all— unlels for mifchief s
Page 16. Let me tell you again, his
M ’s character comes out of your
hands with difadvantage and difparage-
ment, you treatitin a manner unbccom-
ing the dignity of the fubject. Shalll tell
you who they are that have done honour
to his Majefty; thofe, who by a moftdu-
tiful application, fuppeie him to have the
wiidom and juftice to do his people right,
by reftoring the purity of the conftitution.
As for the minifiers, all the comiort you
give usis ‘¢ that our minifters have been,
as bad thefe thirty years,” and ¢¢ all their
meaiures
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meafurés you will not defend,” but yet
apologize even for general warrants, by
prece sdent (page 17) and what you. dare not.
juitify, partially and mcanly palliate, nay
cxtenuate, even the crime of Allen’s mur-
der by ajoftening comparifon.

Both the fuwulflon and 1incapacitation
of Mr. WiLKes fcem to be ats of vio-
lence, coniequent upon evidence violently
and uniawfully obtained.

You fuppofe (page :19) that the en-
croachments on the people’s hiberttes in
the cafe of chufing Members of Parliament
arc as unuke to- b.._. drawn 1nto precedent
as the falitng of the tky; 1s 1t poflibie you
can be {o ignorant ?

Are not the laws theonly guard of our
liberties as well as propeu-uSP Wiil your
horie be equally {afe when the f’cea]mg
another’s is connived at ? I fhall only ob-
ferve upon Lord M 's {pecch, page 20,
That a defence of ‘the meafures againft

. W—, comes with a very 1ll grace
from his Lord(hip, who had bcforc pro-
nounced the warrant illegal by which his
1epers had been rified, {rom which the
1)

..I

ztter had been gathered, to form the
profe cut1o.1 upon which he was expeiled.
Pag::: 25, 1f thofe who raife this cry,
beilzve what they ¢ {ay, are they not un-
der the bigheft infatuation ?” they who
purfue
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purfue, for private intereft, 1uc“ meafures
as muft inevitably terminate 1n naticnul
ruin, thefe are under the higneft infatua-
tion indeed. And if the people can think
themielves {afe under thc managcment of
fuch ; they are infatuated too. “But what
1hall I fay of you who tell us, ¢¢ That
we never enjoyed fuch liberty, civil and
religious as at this day.” T'he freedom of
Enﬂ'h‘hmen confifts in the fre:dom of the
H of C- ; will you atiert #daf 1
be free ? {ure you have not the face, tiio
you have the falfhood.

Ycu grant more (page 25) again{t the
American bufinefs, thun any other mea-
{fures of the minifiry ; and wby ? because
you intcnd to {addic iton Mr. Greavilie,
but this will haraly do, for allowing that
geatleman to be the projeltor or even me
author of an 1ll-judged meafure, they cn
are without excule wiho carried the {i_:-q-
preffion to fuch lengths, againft conviciiosn,
reafon and experience.  An unlawful itz
may be retracted, but to enforce and
maintain 1t 1s tyranny. |
- Page 26, youintroduce a writer, who un-
dr“ltook a work fomcewhnat like walhing e
Ethiopian white. This gentleman ol

X

fonorouily apphuf?“ the H.ocr C.byexs
alting a mere paradz of meritinto the Ligh-
¢ft encomiums. When that alicmbly fhall
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do their duty by ftudying the good of
thofe they ought to reprefent, there will
need none of the corrupt tools of power to
found their trumpet. -
The privilege of P ~————t was anci-
ently a {ort of compenfation to gentlemen,
who forme¥rly had little elfe but their pains
for the trouble of attending public bufinefs.
‘But fince P t work has become {o
profitable, no thanks if they, on whom
the public money i1s {o lavifhly beftowed,
fhould, at leaft, become liable to the pay-
ment of their own debts, efpecially when
1t 1s confidered that, if any merit can arife
from the relinquithing a privilege of ex-
emption, it muft be due only to f{uch
members of the H— who make no {elf-ad-
vantage of their feats there. If the adopting
Mr. Grenville’s method of decifion about
contefted elections may have fome appear-
ance of popularity iIn 1t; yet what can
we think of an Eaglith H. of C. refufing
to limit the number of placemen in their
Aflcmbly, and rejeCling a bill brought
in for that purpofe, but that they are re-
{olvedly determined to facrifice their con-
ftituents to their own private intereft.
With the ike verbofity of language, the
fame writer abufes a chara&er thatis above
the reach of f{candual, accufes him of an

attempt to extend the controul of the
peers
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peers over the reprefentatives of the people.
But firft let him prove that {fuch an H. of
C. deferve that appellation; for had they
really been what . he calls them, thead,
upon which that peer call’d for the inter-
pofition of the H. of L. had never pafs’d.

Page 29. You now begin to halloo; but
hold! you are not out of thewood. Every
Reader will fee the futility of your imagi-
nary triumph. Your repeated pretences to
fimplicity and modefty will not ferve you,
while fuch a grofs partiality and pitiful
craft appear in every line. ¢ Hitherto we
< have gained :” What have you gained ?
The revival of your old appellation, with
the additional name of an uncandid and
partial writer.

However, you now pretend to touch
upon the real caufe, &c. And here onemight
expet fomething like coming to the point,
for hitherto nothing has appeared but a
{fortofjeering, interrogatory, ironical throw-
ing of dirt on the one hand; with {ooth-
ing palliatives and difguifes on the other;
{uch delufive double dealing, as procured
you, long ago, the gentle name of efzrr,
but will never, I believe, get you that of
an honeft man.

The firft and principal {pring of this
““ amazing ferment” (as you flyly call 1t)
you take to be French gold. This new No-

thing,
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thing, I believe, 1s all your own; no com-
petitor in this ““amazing” invention, for
I cannot cali 1t the theugihit of a man in
his fenfes: ncvertheleis, . cranot but give
you credit for an - am.zin:” knack of
removing the cuaic of the naton’s grievan-
ces to a convenient diliance.

Page 30, You take occajion to give
Mr. Wilkes a fine ipecimen of vour ¢“un-
willingneis to give him any pain,”— {ece
your canting profeflion, puge 6.

Page 16 and 17. Twenty to twenty,
and ten againit ten, for moral abilities, is
the jumbling method you take to give
your Free Tihoughts on our prelent mana-
gers. Pray why did you not give us a cool
flourith (page 17) on the charaéer of him
who <¢ judged 1t proper to icnd a
party of {foldiers to prevent violence” 1n
St. George’s-Fields? No matter, your meek-
nefs and impartiality are to corne.

Page 21. Another caufe you fay ¢ co-
vetoufnefs, Englith gold, hunger after lu-
crative employments.” Not a word here
of thofe devouring leeches, who thare fo
many millions of the people’s money, not

a word of the dirty Mungoes who betray
the people for reward, not a word of the

public defaulters of unaccounted mil-
lions ; not a fyllable about placemen,

penfioners, and hireling Se——t—rs.: all ex-
culpated
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culpated as having no thare in the people’s
wrongs ! The troublers of Ifrael you will
have to be, not thofe who receive the
‘“« Englith Gold,” who pocket the public
money, but thofe who want it ; and thele
you infinuate to be thofe who complain,
which is in fact, to z2cquit the criminal
and blame the profecutor. The charic-
ters you have drawn .page 32 and 33, I
pafs over for brevity-fake, leaving them to
be diftributed among your friends. You
fay ¢ the whole nation fees the fiate in
danger;” ’tis very true, diffipation and cor-
ruption will ruin any ftate, efpecially un-
der the encouragement of the gown.
They are the worft abufers of the K—,
who abufe his people, and corrupt their
reprefentatives; this 1s the {ource of jea-
loufies, and bane of mutual confidence be-
tween 4 —— and people. |
Page 34. " 'The more the people are
wronged, the more they will be inflamed,
it ever was fo, the weakeft will know
their benefactors from their betrayers.
Page 35. The name of Cromwell, or
any other man, will receive advantage
from a comparifon with the name of a
worfe : pray in what cafes {(if there be any)
will ycu allow the people of England to
petition their K—— without the appella-
tion of mob ? without imputation of epi-
' B demic



[ 18 ]

demic madnefs, or charge of violent out-
cry. |
yNotwithﬁanding your pretty obferva-
tions about Oliver’s times, on¢ may ven-
ture to guefs which part you would have
taken, 1n thofe days, tho' doubtlefs you
would have referved your Free Thoughts
till you had known which fide was the
{trongeft.

Let all people judge, who is more pro-
perly the dealer in magic duft, you or
Junius 7 That writer’s meaning is not to
be perverted by your {ophiftry, you hate
him for bringing the hidden works of
darknefs to light, becaufe you will have
the nation’s wrongs to be unfearchable,
leaft they fhould be righted.

Page 36 and 37. You fay K. G. has
no fuch furious drivers about him as poor
(dear, you fhould have faid) K. Charles
had : pray what fort of drivers do you call
thofe, who drove into peor Mr. "Nilkes’s
houfe and plundered it, who hired ruffians
to knock people on head at clections, &c.
and as for painting L N , and
A---b---p C--nw--ll-s like L-- Strafford
and A--b--p Laud, there is not the leafk
doubt, but a man of your caft would like
them the better for the refemblance. |
W hatever the oppofers of K. C. were,

it 1s ealy to fee in what company you
would
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would have placed them, and how much
refpected them, efpecially while they act-
cd as petitioners.and remonftrants.

‘“ Religion you fay is out of the queftion,
neither fide give themfelves the leait con-
cern about it.” The general want of re-
verence for religion, is chiefly owing to the
inconfiftency of preachers; who are {o apt
to look one way and row another, one
preaching again{t the gewgaws and luxu-
ries of life, and profefling a renunciation
of the guife of the world, and by and by
turning dotard and voluptuary in his old
age, another affelting a cold indifference
to marniage and riches, where -the event
proved, that he only abftained from the
firft till he could conveniently take in both
together; others courting the favour of
thofe in power and juftifying the wicked
for reward ; and doing things which *¢ few
would have believed, had a man declared
it unto them.” But to return, a man of
your artful character will ever be againit
a man of candour ; no one can wonder at
your {pleen againft Junius; he 1s your op-
pofite, he expofes the knavery of the
titmes, you palliate and hide the treache-
ries of the Great, and join the cry of the
Tories to infult the petitioning people,
whom youare pleafed againft all decency to

ftile jgnoble, vulgar, beaftly herd, mob,
B 2 tinkers,
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tinkers, coblers, &c.” You feem to con-’
fefs that the requiring tonnage and pound-
age, the impofing fhip-money, ftar-cham-
ber procefles, &c. were real and intole-
rable grievances.: But what would be
your thoughts on thofe very grievances,
had they the fan&tion of a venal 5--n.-te
in the prefent times; canany of your read-
ers doubt but like the Middlef{ex election,
&c. they would become pretty objects for
the diminifhing glafs of your raillery. Is
there a mifchievous meafure, that you have
not juftified, or a‘popular man of any
eminence that you have not deoraded: how
do you guafh vour tecth at Ny, Wilkes!
and why ? but becaufc he was {oremofk
in the oppofition to falfhood and public
treachery. 'Tell us, if you can, why the
prefent oppofition does not contift of a bo-
dy of men equal at'leaft. in all refpetts, to
thofe who oppefed the oppreflions of
C. 1. or why Mr. Burke 18 not as calm
and as difinterefted too, os Mr. Hampden
was; and what 1s your reafon for preferring
the patriots of that reign to thole of the
prelent, nay for 1neerinn as vou do at pa-
triotifin 1tfelf, in your co-temporaries, as
reprobates do at religion, infinuating 1ts
profeflors to be hypou*ucs ? 15 it not
melc.ly becaufe you owe a (pite both to
patrioti{m and patnots, and are yourfeif a

Torj - aoe
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Page 78. In the daysof Ch. I.ahand-
ful of penple profeflfed << great zeal for the
¢« gooud of their country and were continu-
“ aily dedaiming againit either real or
‘“ 1maginary grievances (you do nct fay
¢« which of the two). Thefe were {oon
““ joined by men emment for probity as
‘« well as underftanding ;”° {urprizing in-
dced, that wife and honeft men (hould
join the complaining party. But the emi-
nence of their underftandings, alas! be-
came foon awzkened! feor in your very
next page, we find them fo weak as to be
led by the nofe ¢<by the heart of their
¢ leaders” into an averfion for the King.
.why don’t ycu write the honeft truth f
the matter, which was noocther than this :
they firft complained cf < iliegal, 1nequi-
¢ table and imprudent 11'1eafu1es, at which
they were difzuited ; and when they found
that the K. fupported and enforced thofe
meafures with others {t1il worfe, they werc
difguited at him tco, as anatural infepara-
ble confequence. ,
- Page 739. Petitiors and remcnitances
you have animadverted on Dbefore. But
yct you cannot forbear (page 39) another
bitter {trolke at them, after your {ly man-
ner ; and now having mentioned the be-
heading of Ch. I. you alk, ¢ What man
¢ who has the leaft degrec of underftanding

B 3 ¢ may
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““ may not fee hew f{urprizingly the paral-
¢ lel holds in all their circumftances; to
‘“ be fure you except the amputation.”

Page 40. Ycu now make your oppo-
nent afk, ¢ Butdo not you think it 15 in
‘¢ the power of the King, &c.”

It is really pitiful to fee, how a man of
learning can trifle as you do, and fill up four
or five pages with fuch idle impertinent
ftuff, as a fchool-boy would be afhamed
of, in the courfe of which, however, you
do not forget again to make fweet mention
of Mr. Wilkes and Junius; and then con-
clude with an appeal, ‘¢ does it not then
¢ appear, &c.” In all which you have not
mentioned one word of the great, almoft
the only thing the K. can do (bccaufe it
is effetually in his power) namely the
ftopping, abating, or limiting the practice
of hiring S--t--rs into Crown Pay, and
declaring (efpecially in the H.) his abhor-
rence of all fuch difhonourable practices,
and refolution to eftablith his throne in
righteouinefs and the affe¢tions of his pec-
ple, diicountenancing treachery, perjury,
and vcnality in every department of the
rtate.  Whether fuch meafures as thefe
would not be more likely to produce the
withed effects of peace and happinefs to
himfelf and his people, than the fangui-
nary courfe you broeadly hint at Page 46,
o - where
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where you may be faid pretty fully to {Lew

your {pint, and what you would eafily be
at.

In fhort, T think it muft be difcoverable
to every {enfible impartial reader, that the
thing you pretend in the beginning, name-
ly, the ftating the caufe of the popular
difcontent, was fartheft of all from your
intentions; there is not, in all that you have
written, any thing that looks hke point-
1ing out cither the diforders or the caufe;
nothing but adulation on the one hand,
detraction on the other; uproar, outcry,
and madnefs are the names you give to the
petitions and complaints of the people, on
whom you beftow the appellations of tin-
kers, coblers, colliers, beafts, &c. &c. but
on their oppreflor and betrayers, not the
waoft gentle rebuke. The great difeale
the people labour under, as being produc-
tive of every other, you know to be the
corruption of their S-—-—-—-—te, the cure 1is
alio mamfeﬁly lodged in the Crown; a
patriotic King will remove the deftruttive
bait : about neither of thefe have you faid
one word, which I think 1is, of itielf,
enough to prove your infincerity; you give
us, indeed, a new furprizing idea of the
relation between the H. of C. and the
pcople, when, in page 41, you compare
the Cafe of the K. diffolving the P l;zt.

e
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the people’s requelt, to that of <€ the fheep
¢ that had given up their Dogs.”” By what
unheard of analogy, you make this com-
parifon, I cannot imagine ; cr eife have
you been impeiled for once to {peak the
truth, and give the people warning? for
if they, who were inftituted as a guard of
the people againft the flretch of Roya
power, have changead fides, and arc be-
come of the King’s party, then farewell
Britith liberty, and the Lord hiave mercy
on the people,. . .

Next follow {ome brief animadverfions
on your-calm addrefs to the Americans.
. In page 25 of your ¢ Free Thoughts,”
are found thzfe words, ¢ I do not defend
¢« the meafurcs which have been taken,
¢ with rcgard.to America; I doubt whe-
¢ ther 'any man can defend them; either
‘“ on the foot :of law, equity, or pru-
¢¢ dence.” |

In your ¢¢-Calm Addrefs to the Ameri-
‘¢ cans,” page 13, appears the following
exclamation. < But how 1is 1t poffible,
<¢ that the taking this reafonable and legal
¢ {tep, fthould have fet all America in a
<« lame ?” Now, to,what caufec aic we to
attribute the great change of fentiment
.implied 1n the .foregoing contradictions ?
Is 1t owing to your former ignorance, or
latter information; or to any new light

that
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that has been thrown on the argument?
‘Truly, to neither of them—The myftery
lies here—When you wrete your (piretend-
ed) I'ree "Thoughts on the {tate of public
affairs, the American difpute was tco ma-
terial an object to be omitted - your touch-
ing -upon it was izldiﬂpenﬁbie-mAnd yet,
2s the matter then ftood, it was very dif-
ficult for f{uch a writer as yov to ipeak
fﬁr]y to the point it was not then a clear
caie, whether the meafures were to be en-
forced or retra&ed.---Under thefe circum-
ftances, vou contrived to take {uch an
cquivocal part as might fuit with either
event. If G—1t {nculd, by retralting,
acknowledge them wrong, you had before
aferibed ¢ the whole merit” of them to
Mr. Grenville-~-But if the prefent miniflry
thould adopt thoie meaﬁlres, nd reiolve to
dragcon tiie colonies into {fubmuifiion, then
you can find a faulve in the ambiguity of
your words, and may plead, that you did
but negatively condeman, by luj,mfr you
would not juftify, or defend them, ccc.
“The latter has been the fatal determination
of our managers, whercupen you inftant’s ]
throw off the maﬂ{ decide pomnt-blank
-againit the poor Americans, {ign your pi-
tiful recantation, and atone for your .101-
~mer miftake, by writing 2 whole P“""l—'
againft them, and in fa.‘«oy.r cf their che-

. a4l
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mies, wherein you affert, that the Ameri-
can colonies are 1n point of LAaw, Equi-
Ty and PRuDENCE, taxable by an Eng-
lith H —— of C , without the right
of being reprefented therein.

The Americans’ argument, no repre-
fentation, no taxation, you {fay ¢¢ proves
too much,” and infer that no fort of laws
made by an Englith P t could in that
cafe bind them.

You tell them, that they have always
admitted our {tatutes, for the pumﬂlment
of offences, preventing inconveniences, &c.
The reception of which has neceflitated
their admitting taxation ; but you cannot
rely on your own aroament knowmg that
property 1s a pecuhal object of paruamen—
tary protettion, and that for the vaft pro
vinces of America to be taxed by an Enfr-
Iith H. of C. where they have not a ﬁngle
voice 1s (in an Englithman’s account) little
clfe but to be robbed ; the great incentive
to injury 1is gain ; money matters are of a
ipecial nature. In other affairs, the Ame-
rican and ours may be a common caufe;
their readinefs to accede to tne laws cf the
imother country in general, cannot be deem-
ed a fuificient reafon for delivering their
purfce Their lives and liberties cannot

i1y be applied to the fupport of Engllfh
]a«.my, difi IP::&UOD, and woric purpo {es ;

but
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but their money may; and the affertion
that being taxed without reprefentation,
muit render their property precarious, is
as true as demonftration can make 1it.
Your drawing a parzallel between fuch a
cafe and ours at home, all not being eleét-
ors, yet equally obliged, with thofe who
are, feems wunequal ; for our vicini-
ty and hkenefs of circumftances makes
the cafe common, and the proteCtion much
the {fame as if all voted ; non-voters and
voters being taxable in the fame proportion.
But the American provinces, by their dif-
tance, and other circumi{tances, are, efpe-
cially 1n matters of property, a diftinét
community; they therefore cannot be tax-
ed with us, unlefs they be co-reprefented ;
otherwife they are to pay their money with-
out any one to {ee or to f{peak for them.
'The Americans never pretended to any
aifpeniation from obedience, on any dé-
gree of independence, not enjoyed by other
Englithmen; the privilege, common to
Englifhmen, is tiat they fhall not be tax-
ed without their confent ; which I under-
{tand to imply, not that every individual

all have a voice in the chuiing of Re-
prefentatives, but that the people in genea
ral fhall have an independent bcody of
men of their own delegation, incorporated
1n the {tate of the realm, for a fecurity of
- - therr
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their natural rights as Englifhimen, and ef-
pectaily their pecuniary property, none of
which can be taken firoim them without
the confent of their Parliament.  But you
aniinuate, that.the colonidts have forfeited
the right of being reprefented 1n the Britifh
P'uu..,uncm, having refigned their votes by
emigration; pray did you learn this {ince
you wrote your Free Thoughrs 2 You tell
tiicm alfo, that <€ they do inherit all thﬂ
¢ privileges which their anceftors had
Pray were their anceftors ever taxed by an
Englith I1. of C. or 1s not that the pe-
culiar happinefs of the prelent generation?
You alledge, that < what their anceftors
‘¢ did not bring with them, neither they
““ nor their defcendants have acquired.” —-
But yet it feems their defcendants have ac-
quired the blefled (new privilege) of being
taxed by a moft honourable, virtuous and
tender H. of Englifh Reprefentatives, in
which there is not one fingle delegate to
reprefent the vaft continent of America.

- You f{ay the charters of Pennfylvania ex-
prefly, and that of Maflachufietts bay, by
implication, enjoin taxation by Parliament.
But pray ({uppofing this to be true) is there
the leaft pretence for their being taxed with-
out being reprefented 7 or is not rather
taxation by a Parliament, where they have

no one to {peak, a dire¢t contradi¢tion 1in
terms ?
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terms ? A parlidment. where they cannot
be heard, as to them, being no Parliament
at all.

You f{peak fo very reverently of Roy al
Charters, reft fo.much upon them, and
{fcem to treot them with fuch a rmfmmd
veneration, that 1 could with you would
favor the puDL..,. with fome of your cocol
and frez animadverfions on that GREAT
cHARTRER, called the DBill of Kights.---
Excale ths digreiiton.  All who confider
impartiaily w ot has been obferved, mudt
readily allow, that an Englith 3. of C.
taxing the unreprefented Americans, can,
in reafon, be d»f:F"*‘L.._w no other than affef-
{ors ; 171*4 annot, with an 'y propriety, be

catied (as to ;1....._11) a parliament. But
wience then {ay you 1s all this hurry and
tumult? Why is America all in an vproar ¢
My dear fir, T'Hl tell you why. "The Ame-
ricans think of the meafures token againfk
them juit as ycu did when you f publithed
your I'ree Tlonghis; they think taeir treat-
ment cannnt be defendc:u, either on the
fcoting of law, ¢ *"'uity or prudence. ¥ ow
pretcmd ‘“ the Amuicans, a few years ago,
were afiaulted by enemies, wihom the
were not able to refift; that on 1'€p1'ef311t-—
ing this to their mother country, the
were largely afiiled.” By your {iating of
the cafe, one would think the-laft war was
vaderinken
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ertaken on the account of the coloniils,
to whom yocun are now writing; but this
al{o 15 a fallacious account of the matter;
wherein you have confounded the New Set-
tlement of Nova-Scotia with the united co-
lonies ; for it was in defence of the former,
that the laft war was undertaken, with
whom your calm addrefs {feems to have no-
thing to do. As to your notion of ¢ a
« few men in England, who are determin-
¢“ ed enemies to monarchy,” tho’ you ufher
it in with a proteftation of an unbiafied,
unprejudiced, and brotherly love, yet, I
doubt not, your faliacy and inveterate ma-
lice will be difcovered by every ordinary
reader ; for who does not know, under
what fondnefs of the people, and what pre-
pofieflion in his favor the prefent K. came
to the crown; to what then can be owing
any diflike, but to a difappointment of the
hopes they had conceived, that he would
reitore the health of the conftitution by
difcountenancing the infamous practice of
imuggling P—ts, and all other abufes of
courfc. But now fo it 1s, that ever {ince
his acceflion, corruption and venality have.
increafed, and violences have been commit-
ted with a high hand, and when the people
complained of whips, they have been an-
fivered with {corpions. Moreover, you

cannct pretend that commonwealth prin-
ciples
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principles were ever dreamt of in the ma~
tion, 'till the tyranony and ¢ intolerable
grievances’ of a certain reign had forced the
people to have recourfe to feme remedy or
other ; and then f{o litile relifh had they,
radically, for that form of government, that
they embraced the fir{t opportunity to throw
it off again in favor of monarchy. You
know alfo, that the very fame people, who
diflike the prefent S. had no diflike at all
to his Royal G. F. who was alfoa K--g;
whence 1t fol! ows, that your idle queﬁwn,
about hating the K--g for his oflice, 1s
mere fallacy but the truth is (ar*d you
know i1t) that the objelt of hatred is nei-
ther the K~-g nor his office, but the mif-
condut, the 1 perjury and treachery of thofe
in power. Moreover ’tis plain enough to
be {feen, that under the chimerical nCrth"l
of republicans, you here point at the very
fame charadters you have taken fo much
pains to blacken in your pretended Free
Thoughts ; and now you will readiiy have
themn to be haters of the K--g and of Kingly
Government, underminers of Royalty, de-
termined Republicans, and what not 3
which is fomewhat like dreffing them in
bearfkins, in order to get them baited:
but the gall of bitternefs 1s too grofs
“throughout your political performances not
to be feen and felt, {fo that your poion is

become
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become its own antidote.  After all your
tender proiciiions and calm pretences, pub-
hie treachery, abufe of oflice, and proftitu-
tion of honor, are the things that roufe and
inflame a pcople. < Art thou he that trou-
¢ bleft Ifracl,” was a canting quefiion for-
merly ; and the anfwer was, I am not he,
but thou art; this 1s a pamllel to the caufe
in hand ; for you w:ll have it that not the
crime of wi c.l cdnefs in high places, but
thiey who declare againft it, “do inflame the
p._ G}“]". g hu:} :*ou pJ ate the t‘"ﬁ’ﬂt]‘ﬁ'l“/ Of
the great, and rveigh againft thols wi 10
expofe them; you Lah*ncc the evil of the
t1ma.9 and *’hcrf“thcn the hands of the peo-
rle’s betrayers, ail in YOUr pOWCr : ‘t1s fuch
2s you that widen the breach “twixt Eng—-
land and the colonics, by juftifving the in-
novations that created 1t. I'ts {uch as
vou that pour oil on the flame, by acquit-
ting thofe guilty knaves wiao kindied 1t, and
oppofing, under a varic ty of pretences; all
the meafuies of amendment : So that tho’
all hius Maujeity’s tubjedéts, on this and t'other
fide the water (all, I mean, who arc not
cheated and amufed by {fuch artrul men as
you) wifh to fec'a {t 0p put to public abufes,
..md right to take place.  Yet ¢“ tvrannical,
¢ incquitable” and imprudent meafures are
more and more enforced, and none can tell
where the mifchief will end. The Tories
hope
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hope it will end in a total gverthrow of the
Americans : if this thould be effected, they
truft the people will be every where fo
miferably creftfallen, that they fhould be
able with er without foreign affiftance, enx
tirely to deftroy the rights and liberties of
the fubje&t, efpecially while the p ——t and
the army are {o conveniently lodged in the
power of the crown. ‘The prefent ftate of
government.in this nation, is corruptio op~
timi ; an unhappy perverfion of the beit
{yftem in the world. In'its genuine ftate,
when the S-—e 1s free and independent, all
is conftitutional, all complaints ceafe, (but
thofe of the Jacobites) no murmur is heard,
all goes well: but when the §--¢ is cor-
rupt, all is out of courfe, jealoufies follow,
abufes encreafe, the people are betrayed,
the worft of tyrannies take place, and com-
pleat flavery is in the rear; aq univerfal
curfe that can be exceeded by nothing, un-
Jefs it be that deprawvity of f{pirit which is
capable of bearing it.-~- --But my dear Sir,
after all the vehement outcry againft the
Americans, what more would vou have of
them, what greater proof of their loyalty
and: affection than they gavein thelaft war?
after which, to replace the difproportion of
their contributions, we paid them back four
hundred thoufand pounds.-—You- adk,
¢ what civil liberty the Americ¢ang canhave
| C more
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more than they now enjoy?” You cer-
tainly mock them in the cruelleft manner,
while they labour under the oppreflion of
fword and famine, and the c¢/wz/ treatment
of horfe, foot, and dragoons; and all this
for refifting the iron rod of a defpotic Tory
Miniftry: acomfortable ﬁttmg this, ¢“every
one under his own vine !” You afk them,
Do they not, high and low, every one en-
joy .the fruit of his Labor ?: If they do, I
wifh they may f{o continue’; ’tis much
more than their brethren of old England do,
where more than * g-1oths of their earn-
ings (it has béen proved) are devoured by
taxes. 'The Americans cannot be fufpéedted
of a wifth to be independént of England:

but if they can keep clear of its wrongs and
opprefiions, they are in the right of it; and
I wifh them good. luck. No government
under heaven is more defpotic than a Tory
Government : no fubjelts are more. tyran-
nically governed than thofe of a Tory Mi-
niftry.  If any one doubt of this, let him
look back to the times of Charles the Firft
and James the Second, if our own times
are not {ufficient: this is fo obvious that
none but a Cobler 1n politicks can overlook
it. You now pretend to igh over poor

¥ See Mr. Shebbeare’s letters to the people of England,
written before his annual penfion of hufh money was fettled.

America
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America, and O ! what convulficns mufk
fhe feel, &c. 'The Americans have con-
fidered the cafe, and weighed it like Bri-
tons : they have experienced of old, the
cruelty of their Tory enemies, and they
have felt of late the tender mercies of their
Tory Friends, and upon the whole have
concluded, that nothing can be worfe or
more unworthy of free fubjects than a fer-
vile fubmiffion to their tyranny.

¢ Brethren, open your eyes! come to
¢ yourfelves! be no longer the dupes of
¢ defigning men.” Whoever your defign-
ing men, your Ahithophels may be, the
meafures {feem to refemble thofe of Reho-
boam,. 1 wifh the alienation of all the A-
merican tribes may not be the confequence
of fuch: <¢ legal, equitable, and prudent”
management.

If you are the well-wifther you pretend
reprefent the madnefs of the prefent inflam-
matory meafures to thofe in power ; thafe
who, to augment the prefent refources of
their extravagance, forfeit their oaths and
honour, abufe their power, diftrefs the co-
Jonies, ftab our trade, and enforce their
unlawful, inequitable, and imprudent mea-
fures with the {word. Let thefe {hew pity,
if they have any, "if their hearts be not, as
formerly, harder than the nether mlllf’cone-
thofe who made an ignoble peace with the

C2 nation’s
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nation’s enemies, and have new begun dn
inhuman war with their own people. ——
Spare your entreatics of the Americans, who
do their duty to thenifelves and their pofte-
rity 3 and lift up your voice like a trumpet;
to {hew the baneful effeéts of wicked exam«
ple in the higher clafles, from whence it
overfpreads the land. But this is no part
of your tafk ; you -are not like to become
obnoxions for your plain-dealing with thofe
in peswer ; nor, like Micaiah, to be hated
for Aaviag no good to fay concerning thofe wha
bave fold themgfetves to do wickedly : nay, what
yvou difapprovéd in your Free Thoughts,
namely the meafures relative to the colonies,
you refolve, upon fecond thouglits, to vin-
dicate in your Calm Addrefs; and then,
under the mafk of pity and compafiion,
confign the noble {pirited Americans to the
utmoil rigour of tory defpotifm and cruelty.
You know what fpirit it is that di€tates the
parafitical addrefles now in vogue ; yet not
2 {ylable from you agginft them ! not the
moft diftant hint, the leaft mifgiving, or
apprehenfion, either from the tenor or ten-
dency of them ! altho’ you fee all the To-
ries, Jacobites, and Papifts in the kingdom
flocking to fign them. It is remarkable,
- as well as alarming, to fee how univerfally
~the Roman Catholies approve and applaud
the prefent meafures and managers! they
-' - are
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aré always confiftent and uniform in the
main point, and can fign a panegyric on the
parliaments of our times, wpon the fame
principle that prompted their predeceflors ta
blow up that of 1665; nor can there be
any doubt, but the name of Guy Faux,
were he living, would appear among tli¢
reft. |
- The fidelity, moderation, and humanity
of thefe three clafifes of his Majefty’s duti-
ful and loving fubjeéts, are fo amply record-
ed in the annals of England, Scotland and
Ireland, that I fhall forbear at prefent to
enlarge thereon, the rather as I obferve fo
large a body of the clergy in their intereft
and efpecially yourfelf, for whom I have
not a litéle veneration. The < few Repub-
licans” you mention page 14, feem to be
creatures entirely of your own manufacture
to ferve a purpofe—imaginary, ideal hon-
entities — having no exiftence but in a fhy,
malicious invention. But fuppofe there wis
in the whole Kingdom, one man of repub-
lican principles, (which is much t6 be
doubted) nay, fuppofe a large body of {uch
to exift, pray will not everr you allow, that
fuch a party were as good friends to royalty,
as a body of Tories; Jacobites and Papifts
can be to the revolution, the Brunfwick
fuecethion, or a limited monarchy ©— But al-
though your ftham republican be a fiftiticus

“ { hantom,
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phantom, the {fame cannot be faid of the
others, for they alas have ever been both
feen and felt, heard and underftood, the real
peft and calamity of the whoie realm.—- In
the whining conclufion of your Addrefs,
you tell the Americans, ¢¢ The real ground
s¢ of all our (not their) Calamities, never
¢ will or can be thoroughly removed, ’till
<¢ we fear God and honour the King.”---
Y our meaning is well underftood, but let me
obferve, that where the fear of God prefides,
the honour done the King will chiefly confift
in a faithful obedience to the laws that give
him authority, and not in the lummery
of a fulfome addrefs —The hiftory of
Ch. 1. will exemply that the Betrayer and
the Parafite have been united 1n more in-
{tances than that of Fudas. Thofe who
have the fear of God bcfore their eyes, will
renounce, (not vindicate) the biddei: Things
of difhonejly, faithfullyadmonifh their fellow
{ubjeéts, and dutifully petition their King
again{t them, and much more againft fla-
grant and notorious abufes. The fore-
mentioned Prophet had power, wealth and
numbers, yea the whole Clergy againft him,
and yet he was right.— He, no doubt, feared
God, and honoured the regal office, and yet
was no flatterer of him who bore 1t. .
As for your obfervations on Dr. Smith’
{fermopn, fhall pafs them unnoticed, except
1n




L 39

in one inftance; p.21, where you againfhew
your principles, by aflerting, That << every
Sovereign under heaven (and Confequently
our own) has a right to tax his fubjeéts or
arant their property ¢¢ with or without their
confent ;”’ which monftrous doc¢trine, how-
ever it may ‘go down in the:prefent, would
have endangered, inanyother reign fince the
inftitution of parliaments, the ears, if not
the life of 1ts author.---That excellent dif~
courfe being now extant, is a {fufficient vin-
dication of .itfelf, and a full refutation of
your remarks thereon. Thus I have briefly
endeavoured, where you have not done it
yourfelf, to.{trip off your mafk and fet you
in a proper light; in doing which, if you
think me chargeable with any {zvere re-
fleCtions, I feem to have a right to plead
your example, and hope you will attribute
any fuch paffages to my fondnefs of copy-
ing after {o great an original.

FUNIOLUS.

P. S. A letter in the Glocefter Journal,
from the Rev..Dr. Tucker, wherein he
complains of a furreptitious ufe the Briftol
Addreflers have made of his name, by af-
fixing it, without his confent, to their late
addrefs to the King, puts me in mind, that
you have taken a great deal of pains in your

¢ Free Thoughts” to make the petitions
of
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of the people appcar contemptible; bt
like the true ftalking horfe of a party, are
totally filent, as to the unwearied endea-
vours and various methods employed, both
to fupprefs them, and alfo to conjurs up and
procure addrefies of adulationin their ftead,
although you cannot be ignorant, that all
the engines, both of tyranny and iubtiety,
threatening and delufion, have been fet to
work for that two-fold miferable purpofe,
by the tools of power all over the king-
dom. So that thefe petitions which have
been prefented, are only fuch as the fore-
mentioned wretches could not find means
to ftifle and defeat, The brevity of my
reply to this, as well as many other paf-
fages in your pumpluet may {erve to thew
my backwardnefs in recrimination, and zs-

willingnefs to give you pain.

F I N I A



