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* o Often bas the Public bad occafion to applaud Mr. Erfkinds

efforts in the caufe of LIBERTY and PAINE, when Paine was
the friend of Liberty and Good Order—mnow that be has be-
come the enemy of Revelatvon, and bas tarnifbed bis fame

by an infamous apoflacy, Mr. Ezfkine is no longer bis advocate,
and brings bis unrival’d talents in fupport of CHRISTIANITY
—The fincere Religionifty the pure Moralift, and the good
Citizen, avill rejoice to fee this great Orator fiding avith the
caufe of RELIGION, and, avith all the powers of a decp

judgment, a refined imagination, and an irrefiftible eloquence,
Succefifully flemming the mifchievous torrent of Lrrcry Impiety,
and Infidelity.




COURT OF KING’S BENCH,
WESTMINSTER, FULY 24, 1797.
JIFORE LORD KENYON AND A SPECIAL JURY,

"The Kixg v WILLIAMS,

FOR PUBLISHING PAINES AGL Of RIEASON,

¢

(oz\} THE PART OF THE PROSECUTION. J
MR. ERSKINE’S SPEECII,

“ GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY,

“FTYHE charge of DBlafphemy, which is put upon the record againft
the printer of this publication, 1s not an accufationof the fervants
ofithe Crown, * but comes betore you fancticned by the oaths of a Grand
Juy of the Country. 1t ftoed for trial upon a former day; But it
happening, as it frequently dces, without any unputation to the Gen-
temen named in the panncl, that a fuilicient number did not appear
o conftitute a full Special Jury, I thought 1t my duty to withdraw
e caufe frem trial, tiil I could have the opportunity wnich 1s now
%en to me of addrefling mylelt to you, who were originally appointed
Wiry it. I purfued this courfe, however, from no jealoufy of the
Common Jurics, appoicted by the laws for the ordinary fervice of the
Court, fince my whole life has been one continued experience of their
rtues 3 but becaufe 1 thought it of great importance, that thofe, who
"ere to decide upon a caufe fo very momentous to the public, fhould
have the higheft poflible qualifications for the decifion. That they
O}ﬂd not only be men capable, from their education, of forming an
m}!ghtened judgment, but that thenr fituations fhould be fuch as to
br“}BI' them within the full view of their enlightened Country, to
;:'h‘m, In charalter and in eftimation, they were 1n their own turns to
*refponfible,
* The

g profecution was promoted by the “ Society for the difcouraging of Vice,
€ Promoting  of Virine”—A fimilar inftitution has lately been fct on foot

1 ‘ : . . -
Dubhn-——-%@re, Would fuch a SOClCty be ufetul 1n Phlladelphla?

Al EDITOR.
L—‘ L2 ¢« Not
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¢¢ Not having the honour, Gentlemen, to be fworn for the Kj,
as onc of his Counfel, 1t has fallen much oftener to my lot to dcfea
indiétments for libels, than to aflilt in the profecution of them. By
feel no embarraffment from that recclle&ion ; fince T fhall not be foy,
to-day to exprefs a fentiment, or to utter an exPrefﬁon, inconﬁﬂem
with thofe invaluable principles for which I have unmitormly contendy
in the defence of others. Nothing that 1 have ever faid, either py,
feflionally or perfonally, for the Liberty of the Prefs, do I mean to dey,
. to contradiét, or counteraét. On the contrary, I defire to preface i
diicourfe I have to make to you with reminding you, that it is yo
moft folemn duty to take care it {fuffers no injury 1n your hands, 4
free and uulicenled prefs (in the juft and legal fenfe of the expre/n)
has led to all the bleflings, both of Religion and Government, wh
Great Britain, or any part of the world, at this moment enjoys, a
is calculated ftill farther to advance mankind to higher degrees
civilization and happinefs. But this freedom, like every other, mi
be limited to be enjoyed, and, hke every human advantage, mayi
defcated by 1ts abule.

¢«« Gentlemen, the defendant ftands 1ndi&ed for having publifi
this book, which I have only read from the obligations of profefiionl
duty, and which I rofe, trom the reading of, ‘with aftonifhment and
difguft. Standing here, with all the privileges belonging to the
higheft Council for the Crown, 1 fhall be entitled to reply to any
defence that fhall be made for the publication. 1 fhall wait withp
tience till T hearit. Indeed, if I were to anticipate the defence whih
I hear and read of, it would be defaming, by anticipation, ‘the leamd
Counfel who 1s to make 1t.  Tor, 1t 1 am to collect it, even froma!
formal notice given to the profecutors in the courfe of the proceedings
I have to expect, that, inftead of a defence conducted according (0
the rules and principles of Englifh law and juftice, the foundation of
all our laws, and the fanéiions of all our juftice, are to be ftruck at and
infulted—What is the force of that jurifdi@ion which enables ti
Court to fit in judgment !—What but the Oath which his Lordip,
as well as yourfelves, have fworn upon the Gofpel to fulfil. Yetn
the King’s Court, where his Majefty 1s himfelf alfo {worn to adminit
the juftice of England, in the King’s Court, who receives his high
authority under a folemn Oath to maintain the Chriffian Religony
as 1t 1s promulgated by God in the Holy Scriptures, T am n_e\fqrthflds
called upon, as Counfel for the profecution, to produce a certain book
deferibed in the indi¢tment to be the Holy Bible. No man defervet
to be upon the Rolls of the Court, who dares, as an Attorney, {0 put
his name to {fuch a notice. It is an infult to the authority and dign!y
of the Court of which he is an officer ; fince it feems to call 1 quek
tion the very foundations of its jurifdi€tion. If this is to be thtf
{pirit and temper of the defence; if, as 1 collet from that array ¢
books which are {fpread upon the benches behind me, this publicatio
is to be vindicated by an attack of all the truths which the C]'lflﬂ‘au
Religion promulgates to mankind, let it be remembered that {uch al:
argument was neither fuggelted nor juftified by any thing faid b};hl:l
on the part of the profecution. Jn this flage of the proceedingss }
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eall for reverence to the facred Scriptures, not from their merits, -
bounded as thev are, but from their authcrity in a Chriftian Country
got from the obllgatlons of Confcience, but from the rulcs of Law.
For my own part, Gentlemen, 1 have been ever deeply devoted to the
truths of Chr lﬂmmty, and my firm belief in the [‘-Iol) Gefpel 1s by no
means owing to the prejudices of education (though [ was religioufly
educated by the beft of parents), bur ariles from the fulleft and mott
continued refle€tions of my ripes years and underftanding. It forms
at this moment, the great confolation of a life, which, as a fhadow,
muft pafs away ; and, without 1t, indeed, I fhould confider my loug
courfe of hcalth and profperity (perhops too long and unintervupted
to be good for any man} only as the duit which the wind {catters, and
rather as 2 {nare than as a blcﬁlng Vviuch. however, as I with to iup-
port the authorigy of Sutpmre from a reafored coudidoration of 1t, 1
fhall reprefs that fub]uct for the prefent. But, 1t the dduwc {hall be
as I have fulpected, to bring them at all 1ato argument or quetdion, I
fhall then fulfil a dut\ which 1 owe not only to the Court, as Counlel
for the Protocution, but to the Public, to ftate whar 1 feel and know
concerning the LVidCIILﬁb of that Rebigion which 1s reviled without
bemg examined; and demed without bun%D ender itnod.
¢ | am welr aware that by the communications ot a T'ree Profs, all

the errors of manxiad, fiom age to age, have been diflipated and
diipciled, and I recoltet that the world, under the banners of rqforﬁ'zfd
Chriftianny, has itruggled through perfecution to the noble eminence.
on which it ftauds a« ..hla moment, fhedding the bleflings of Humanity,
and Sciepce upon the nations ot the earth. 1t may be atked, by whaty
reans the Retormarion would have been efelted, 11 the books of the?
Retormers Liadd been illpprcﬂg.d, and the errers of condemned and ex- |
ploded fuperditivns had been fupported as unquettionable by the State,
feurded nnon thole very fnnorftitions fermerly, as 1t 15 at prefent upor
the dodrines of the Lit: ll,.u. fhed Church 2 Or how. upor fuch prin-
cinles, any u.formatmn, civil or religious, can i tuture be effeied 7—
The folution 1s edly——-l et us examiue what are the genuine principles
of te iiberty ot the Prefs, as they regard Wl‘ltlllgb upon oeneral fuba
jects, unconncéted with the perfonal reputatlons of private inen, which
are wholly forelgn to the pleit nt inquiry.  T'heyare tull of fimplicity,
and are brought as near ')t.lfLC)[lon, by the Law of England, ag pcerhaps
1s confiltent with any of the frail i {titutions ot mankind.

 Although every community muit eftablith {fupreme authorties,
f unded upoun fixed principles, and mult give high powers to Magi-
trates to adminifter laws for the prelervation of the Govcernment atielf,
a d for the fecurity of thofe who are to be protected by it yet, as
lnfdlhblhty and pelhﬂmn belong neither to human ettablhifhments, noi
to human 1nd1v1duals, it oug h" to be the policy ot all tree eftablith.
ments, as 1t 13 molt ptLUlldll} the pxmml)le of our own Coniti:ution
to permit the moft unbounded freedom of dilcuflion, even by dcteting
terrers 1n the Conftitution or A dminitration of lh(. veTY (Jovernmcn
tlelf, fo as that decorum is obferved, which every State mult exad
hrem its {ubjeéts, and which impofes no reftraint upon any intelleGuz

compofition, fairly, honelftly, and decently, addrefled to the conicience
an
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and unde:landings of men. Upon this principle, I have an unqu-f.
ticnable right (a right which the beit fubjects have exercifed) to ex.
amine the principles and ftructure of the Counltitution, and, by faiy
manly reafoning, to®queftion the praltice of its adminilirators. T have
aright to confider apd to point ouvt errors 1a the one or in the other
and not merc‘ly to reafon upon their e’.‘::—{iﬁence, but to confider the
means of their reformation. Dy {uvch free, well-intentioned, modcl,
and dignificd communication of {entiments and cpiuons, all uations
have been gradually nnproved, and milder laws and puier vehigions have
been eftablithed.  The fame principles, which vindicate civil conter.
tions honeftly dnreéied, extend thewr protection to the fharpedt cons
troverfies on religious feiths, This rational and legal courfle of in.
provement was recogntzed and ratified by Lord Km?*on, as ithe Law
of Iingland, 1n a late tial at Guildball, when he locked back with
oTa itude to the labours of the Reformers, as the fountains of our re-
ligious emancipation, and of the civil bleflings that followed in their
tratn.  1The Enghfh Conflitution, 1mdeed, does not itop {lort 1o the
toleration of religicus epruions, but hberally extgnds it to gradlzce. It
permits every man, EVEN PUBL'CLY, tO woﬁip God according to
his own coufcience, though i marked dient from the national LEfta-
blithnent, {0 as he protelices 162 general Faith, which 1s the {zuction of
all our moral dutics, and the only pledge of our fubnuflion to the {yftem
which conflitutes a HState.  Is not this {yitem of frecdom of contro-
“wverfy, and freedom of woifhip, fullicient for all the purpofes of human
happinels and improvec.ent t—And will it be neccffury fo - cither, that
~the Law fhculd hLold out indemuity to thole who wholly abjure and
- revile the Governmient of ther Country, or the Religion on which
it rells for its foundauion ?

¢ T expect to hear, in anfwer to what I am now {faymg, much that
will offend me. My learned Friend, from the difficulties of his fitua-
tion, which I know, {rom experience, how to feel for very fincerely,
may he driven to advance propofitions which it may be my duty with
‘much freedom, to reply to; and the Law will {fan@ion that trecdom.
But will not the ends of Jultice be completely anfwered by that nght,
to point out the errors of his difcourfe in terms that are decent, and
calculated to expole its defects; or will any argument faiier, or will
public jultice be impeded, becaufe neither private honour and juftice
nor public decorum, would endure my telling my very learned TFriend,
that he was a fool, a liar, and a {coundrel, in the face of the Court,
becaufe I differed from him in argument or opinion? This 1s jult the
diftinétion between a book of free legal controverly, and the book
which I am arraigning before you.  Ilvery man has a legal right o
inveltigate, aw:h modefly and decency, controverfial points of the C'nl:"lf-
tian religion ; but, no man, confiftently with alaw, which only exiits
under its fanftions, has a night not only broadly to deny 1ts very

O o
exiflence, but to pour forth a fhocking and infulting nvecuve, which
the loweil eftablifhments, 1 the gradations of civil authority, ougnt
not to 'be permitted to f{uffer, and which foon would be borne dow!
by infolence and difobedience, if they did.

@ The fame principle pervaes the whole fyfem of the Law, not
Inc:t
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mercly in its abftralt theory, but in its daily and moft applauded
pra&fce.-—-—Tne mtere urfe tetween the .F:xc:‘s, and which, properly
repulated, not only contmues, but humamzes and adorns our natures,
s the foundation of cll the thoufand romances, plavs and novels, which
are in the hands of every body.  Some ot them lead to the confirma-
tion of every virtuous priaciple 5 others, though with the fame pro-
feffion, addrefs the imagsmation tn a manner to lead the padions into
daugeroas excefles  But, though the I.aw does not nicely diferimi-
nat. the various fhades which diftinguifh thele works from one another,
{o as that 1t fuffers many to pafs, through its hiberal fpirit, that vpon
p\'incfplc: mizhit be fupprefled, would 1t or does it tolerate, or doces any
decent man contend that 1t ought to pals by unpunmifhed, libels of the
moft thamclels obicenity, maniteltly pomnted to debanchinnocence, and
to blalt and poifon the.morals of the rnf:ng generaticn *~="1his 1s only
snother 1tluitration to demountitrate the obvieus diftinction between the
works of an author, who fairly exerciles the powers of his mind, 1n
mveftigating doftrinal points 1n the religion of any country, and hin
who attacks the rational exiftence of every religion, and brands with
abfurdity and folly the ftate which fanctions, and the obedient tools
who cherith, the delufion. But this publication appears to me to be
as mifchievous and cruel 1n 1ts probable effedts, as it 1s manifcitly illegal
in its principles; becaufe 1t ftrikes at the beft, fometimes, alas! the
only refuge, and confolation amidit the diftrefles and afilictions of the
world. The poor and humble, whom it affects to pity, may be ftabbed '
to the heart by 1t. 'I'hey have more occafion for firm hopes beyond
the grave, than thofe who have greater comforts to reader life dehightful.
[ can concetve a dittrelicd, but virtuous, man, furrounded by children,
looking up to him for bread when he has none to give them, finking
under the laft day’s labour, and unequal to the next, yet thil looking
up with confidence to the hour when all tears fhall be wiped from the
eves of affliction. bearing the burden laid upon him by a myltericus
Providence which he adores, and looking forward with exultation to
the revealed promiics of his Creator, when he fhall be greater than the
greateft, and happier than the happicft of maunkind. What a change
m fuch 2 mind mirht be wrought by fuch a mercilels publication 7—
Gentlemen, whether thefe remarks are the over-charged declamatrons
of an accufing Counfcl, or the juit reflcctions of a man anxious for the
public ficedom, which is beit fecured by the morals of a nation, will
be belt fettled by an appeal to the paflages n the work, that are fe-
leted by the indi&tment for your confideration and judgment. You
are at liberty to cenneét them with every context and {cquel, and to
beitow upon them the mildelt interpretation——[/dere Mr. Erfline read
and commented upon feveral of the felecled pallagesy and then procceded as
folloays : ] |

Gentlemen, it would be ufelefs and difguiting to enumerate the other
Patlages within the fcope of the indiétment. How any man can ra-
tionally vindicate the publication of fuch a book, in a country where
the Chiiftian Religion 1s the very foundation of the law ot the land, 1
am totally at a lofs to conceive, and have no ideas for the difcuflion of !

How is a tribunal, whofe whole juri{diétion 1s founded upon the {o-

L__ ) Jem .
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«emn belief and pradtice of what is denied as falfehood, and reprobated
as impicty, to deal with fuch an asomolous defence? Upon what prin-
ciple 1s 1t even offered to the Court, whofe authority i1s contemned ang
mocked at ? If the Religion, propofed to be called in queftion, isnot
previoufly adopied 1n belicf, and folemnly aéted upon, what authority
has the Court to pafs any judgment at all of acquittal or condemnation?
Why am I now, or upon any other occalion, to fubmit to your Lord.
fhip’s authority ¢ Why am I now, oratany time, to addrefs twelve of
my equals, as I am now addrefling vou, with reverence and fubmiffion?
Under what {anction are the witnefles to give their evidence, without
which there can be no trial 7 Under what obligations can I call upon
you, the jury, reprefeiting your country, to adminifter juftice —
Surely upon no other than that you are {fworn to admimiter 1t under
the oaths you have taken. The whole judicral fabric, from the King’s
fovercign authority to the lowedl office of magillracy, has no other
foundation. The whole 1s built, both in form and {ubftance, upon the
fame oath of every one of its minifters, to do jufltice, ¢ as Gop
SHALL HELP THEM HEREAFTER.””——What G.:d ? and what hereafter?
That God, uudoubtedly, who has commanded Xings to rule, and
judges to decree with juftice; who has faid to witnefles, not by the
voice of Nature, but 1n revealed Commandments, ¢ THOU SHALT NOT
BLAR FALSE TESTIMONY AGAINST THY NEIGHBOUR 3’ and who has
* enforced obedience to them by the revelation of the unutterable bleflings
which fhall attead their obfervances, and the awful punifhmeats which
fhall await upon their tranfgrefiions.

¢¢ But 1t {feems this courfe of reafon, and the time and the perfon are
at laft arrived, that are to diffipate the errors which have overfpread
the pait generations of 1gnorance !—The believers in Chriftianity are
many, but it belongs to the few that are wife to correét their credulity!
Beliet 1s an alt of reafon ; and fuperior reafon may therefore di&ate to
the weak.—1In running the mind along the long lift of fincere and
devout Chriftians, I cannot help lamenting that Newton had not lived
to this day, to have had his fhallownefs filled up with this new flood
of light.—But the fubjeét is too awful forirony. I will fpeak plainly
and direétly. Newton was a Chriftian !—Newton, whofe mind burlt
forth from the fetters calt by nature upon our finite ‘conceptions i—
Newton, whofe fcience was truth, and the foundation of whole
knowledge of it was philofophy. Not thofe vifionary and arrogant
affumptions which too often ufurp its name, but philofophy relting
upon the bafis of mathematics, which, like figures, cannot'lle.—-—
Newton, who carried the line and rule to the utmoft barners of
creation, and e¢xplored the principles by which, no doubt, all creatﬁd
matter 18 held together and exifts. But this extraordinary man, 10
the mighty reach of his mind, overlooked, perhaps, the €rrors, which
a minuter inveftigation of the created things on this earth might have
taught him, of the eflence of his Creator. What {ha]l then be fauljl
of the great Mr. Boyle, who looked into the organic ftructure of a
matter, even to the brute inanimate fubftances which the fc:ot trea.ds
on. Such a man may be fuppofed to have been equally qualified with

Mr. Paine, to * look through Nature, up to Nature’s God.” X:ﬁz
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the refult of all Ais contemplatton was the moft confirmed and devout
belief in all which the other holds in contempt as defpicable and
rivelling fuperftition.—But this error, might, perhaps, drife trom a
ot of due attention to the foundations of human judgment, and
the ftru‘ture of that underftanding which God has given us for the
veftigation of truth.——{.et that queftion be anfwered by Mrv. Locke,
who was to the higheft pitch of devotion and adoration a Chrithian.
Mr. Locke, whote office was to deteét the errors of thmkuag, by
going Up to the fountains of thought, and to direét into the progper
rack of reafoning the devious mind of man, by {hewing him its whole
procefs, from the fir(t perceptions of fenfe, to the it conciulioas of
atioéination 3 putting 4 rein befides upon falfe opinion, by practical
rles for the conduct of human judgment. |

« But thele men were only deep thinkers, and '1:ed i their
dofets, unaccuftomed to the trafiic of the world, and to the laws
which practically regulate mankind. Gentlemen, 1 the place
where you n~w fit to adminifter the juftice of this great country,
above a centurv awo th  never- ~-be-inrpotten Sir Mathew Hale pre-
fided, whofe faith i Chrittianity s an exalted conimentary upon 1ts
truth and reafon, and whofe life was a glo ious example of its frui s 1n
man ; adminiftering human juftice with a wifdom and pueity drawn
from the pure fouatain of the Chriftian dupenfation, which has been,
and will be, 1n all ages, a fubject of the higheilt revérence and admi-
ation.  But 1t 18 faid by Mur. Paine, that the Chriftian fable 1s but
the tal: of th: more ancient fuperftitions ot the world, and may be
afly deteéted by a proper underftanding of the mythologies of the
Heathens.  Did Miton underftand thofe mythologies ? - Was /e
lefs verfed than Mr. Paine in the fuperttitions of the world —No ;
they were the fubje& of his immortal fong ; and though fhut out from
al recurrence to them, he poured them forth from the ftores f a
memory rich with all that man ever knew, and laid them in their
order as the illuftration of that real and exalted faith, the unqueftionable

urce of that fervid genius, which caft a fort of fhade upon all the
other works of man

Q

He pafs’d the bounds of flaming {pace,
Where Angels trembl: while they gaze ;

He f{aw, till, blafted with excefs of light,
He clos d Lis eyes in endlefs nfghtf

But it was the light of the Bopr only that was extinguifhed ; ¢ the
celeftial light fhone inward.’" and enabled him to ¢ juttify the ways
o God to man.”” The refult of his thinking was neverthelefs
ot theefame as the .uthor’s. The myflerious incarna‘ion of our
Blefled Saviour {which this work blafphemes 1n words fo wholly unfit
or the mouth of a Chriftian, or for the ear of a Court o Juitice,
that T dare not and will not give them utrerance), Milton mad- the
sand conclufion of Paradife Lofl, the reft of his finifhel labours,
“d the ultimate hope, expe&ation, and glory of the world :

b A Virgin
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A Tirein s b's mother 3 Lut lis Goe
The nower of the Moft Idioh: - thall wicend
The thr ne hereditary, and Loand s woion
With carth’s wide bounds, bis ol v witn the tdeav’ns,

“ The immp-tal poet having thus pur into tive mouth of the Angel
the prophecy of .man’s redemption, toflows (t with that {olemn and
beau-i{ul a*nontion, adarddied in the Poem to cur great it Paren,
but miended as an addrels to his poltenty through all generations

"This hd\fing_ learn’d, thou ntaft attain’d th: fum
Gf wifdom':_hope no.higher though all the ftars
Thon knew’) by name, and sl th? ethercel pow’rs,
Al fecrets of the drep 2l TRature’s worlks

-L'.J,
O we ks  God in Hoax’n, are, eard, or {:a,
5 b
And &l the ncles of thrs woild enjor o,
And all the rule one mrire; only o:od
I * f

Deeds t+ thy knowlidze anlwerable, add faith,

Add virtue, pauience, temperance, add love,
1y name to come call’ld Charity, the foul
Ci all the reft: then wilt thuu not be loth
To leave this Paradife, but {Mult potlcls

A Paradife within thee Lappier far.

~ 9

amongft created beings, 21l the mma gdved beyond CrdInery natre,
if not 1afpired by 1ts Univerfal Auhior for the advancoment and
dignity of the world, though divided by diftant coer, and by the
clathing opimons ditlinguiflitcg them fron one another, vet JOIningy
as it were 1n one fublime chorus to celebrate the truths, of Chriitianity,
and laying upon 1ts boly altars the ncy cr-fading clterigs of thelr
ima ortal wifdom. "

¢c Agamﬁ: all thf‘s Concuf'rfng tcﬂ;fmnny, A ﬂud ffzdfen]y, from
Mr. Paine, that the Bible teaches nothine Lut ¢ ies, obflcenity,
cruclty, and mjuftice.” Had he ever read Our Saviour’s Ser.-on o1
the Mount f---Agamft all this cencurring teftimony, we find {uddenly,
from this publication, tha- the Bible teaches rothing but les, ob-
icenity, cruelty, and ijuitice !—¥ad the author or publither ev:r
read the Dermon of Chrft upon the Blount, in which the great principles
ot our faith and duty are fummed vp?.--Let us all but read and prac
tice 1t, and lies, oblcenity, cruelty, and injuftice, and all human
wickednels, would be hanifhed from the worl ', “

¢¢ Gentiemen, there 1s but one confideration more, which I cam}ot
poflibly omit, becaufe 1 confefs it affe&s me very deeply. Mr. 'Pamc
has written largely on public Liberty and Government 3 and ho jat
periormaace has, on that account, hcen more widelv circulated, and

principally among thofe who attached themfelves trom principle 1@

fis
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¢¢ Thus yo  findail that 1s great, or wife, or {pt-ndid, or liuftrious,
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wie former works.  This circumftance renﬁejr‘{a.publfc attack wvpon ay/
r;qn'(szzl Religron, from fuch a wover, nhnttery mose d:;at-gh_;c"cns.'
The relizious and moral fonfe of the people ot Great. Dritan, f{: he
seat anchor which alene con held the veliet of thie State amidit the
lorms which armitate the woilly and if T could believe, for a moment,
that the wals of the nsonie were to be debaucned from the ;:'f'il'(:fples
of Religion, which forms the true bafis of ther humanity, charity, and
benevolence, that has bheen {o Jong the natioral chaiactentbie, inflead
of mixing myfelf, as 1 fometimes have doue, o political reformations,
] would rather retire to the utternmic® corners of the carth to avoid
their aritation 3 and would bear not cnly the impertcciens and abufes
complained of In our own wile citabhithment, but even the worft
government that ever exifted in the world, rather than go to the work
of reformation with a multitude fet free trom all the charities of
Chriftianity, who had no {enic of God’s esiitence but from M. Paine’s
Obfervation of Nature, which the mafs of mankmd have no leifure
to contemplate 3 nor any bel®f of future rewards and punifhmenits to
animate the godd in the plorious puring oi human bhuppinels nur to
deter the wicked fromn deltroyving it even tn1ts buth Put  know the
peopkz of England better.  "Thiuy are a religious peopl-; and, with
the blefling of God, as far as il 1 1n my power, I will lend my aid to
keen them: to. I have 20 objecticns to tue ireelt and moft extended
difcuntons upon detrinal pomte ot the Chuajtian Rehigion s and, thouh
ibe law of Eugland dacs noc permi 2 1 do not dread the reatoned argu-
ments of D:ifts againtt the exatterce o Chrilianity witfelfy becaule, as
was faid Ly its Divine Author, if 1t1s of God, 1t will ftand.  An in-
telleétual boox, however erronecus, addretl d to the micilcétnal world
upon fo profcund and complicated a {ubjedt, can never werk the mii-
chief which this ind:&ment 15 cuic tated to reprefs. Such works v 1)
only. employ the minds of men el zhicaed by {tudy to a deeper invela
tigatton of a {fubje&t well worthy of their deepcit and continard contem-
plation. 'The pewera of the mind are givea fer human 1iprovement in
the progrefs of human exiftence. The changes prodee-d by {uch re-
aprocations of lights and intelligences ave certain 1 their progreflions,
and make their way imperceptibly, as couviélicn comes upon the woi ld,
by the final and irrvefiitible power cf truth.  Ir Chriltiamity be founded
n falfehood, let us become Deifls in this manner, aund I am coutented.
But this book hath no fuch object and no fuch capacity 5 1t pretents ro
argum :uts to the wife and enhghtened.  Oun the contrary, 1t treats the
fa.ith and opinions of the wilefl with the moft fhecking contenpt, aud
ftirs up men witheut the acdvantages of learning or feber tuivking (o a
total difbelicf of every thing hitherto held facred, and, confequeutly, to
arejettion of YW the laws and ordinances of the State, which fland
only upon the affump:ion of their troth.
¥ Gentlemen, I cannot conclude withot exprefling the decpeft regret
at all attacks upon the Ch-ilttu Religion by authors who profefs to
protote the civil liberties of the -orld.  Yor, under wha: other auf-
Piees than Chriftianity have the ot and fubverted libertics of mankind
i termer ages been re aflerted —By what zcal, but the warm zcal
8¢ devout Chritians, have Enghfh hibertics been redeemed and co.fe-
crated ?-
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crated ?—Under what other fantions, even in our own davs, have ]
berty and happinefs been extending and fpreading to the uttermoft
corners of the carth !'—What work of civilization, what commop.
wealth of greatnets, has this bald rehigion of Nature ever eftablifheqd
—We {ce, on the contrary, the nations that have no other light thyy,
that of Nature to direét them {unk 1n barbariim or flaves to rbitrary
Governments 3 whillt, fince the Chriitian ®ra, the great carcer of the
world has been flowly, but clearly, advancing lighter at every ltep,
from the awtul prophecics of the Goipel, and leading, T truft, in the
end, to univer{al and eternal happinefs. Fach generation of mankind
can {ce but a few revolving links of this mighty and myfterious chain s
but, by doing our {everal duties 1n our allotted ftations, we are {yre
that we are fulfilling the purpoles of our exiltence—vou, I truft, wij
tultil yours this day !”’

A Mr. Fleming, one of the Clerks of the Bank, was the only wit.
nels called on the part of the profecution. He faid he purchafed the
book in queflion of the Delendant, at hiafhop, on the 7th of February
laft.

The Noricr, which Mr. IErflkine mentioned in his fpeech was lere
vead, and Mr. John Martm, the Attorney for the Defendant, readily

admitted that he had fent i1t thofe who were concerned for the profe.
cution.

Mr Kyd made a very ingenious {peech for the Defendant.  He faid
he would endeavour to diicharge the duty which he owed te his chent,
in a manner that was conliftent with the dignity of that Court, and
with that decency and {olemuity which he felt belonged to the {ubject.
The quettion was, Whether the Author, wh. n he wrote this book, felt
as he wrote, and expreficd himfelt as he felt 2—~He humbly {ubmitted,
that the inferenceg, which Mr. Paine had drawn from the premiles,
were fuch as he micht have drawn with a fair and honeft intention.
Whether thoeleinferences were juit or not was a totally dierent queition,
But, it hus Liordihip and the Gentiemen of the Jury could difcover no
wicked or malicious mitent, they would not punifh a man for a mere
error in judgment. If the Jury could colleé&t no wicked intention in
the author from reading the whole of this performance, he contended
he was campletely protected under the right which he and every other
man had to exercife the powers of his mind in difcuffing any contre-
verfial points of relizion.  Suppofing then the beck had been wntten
innocently, he might infer, as a general'propofition, that it was allo
pubitthed with an mnocent intention. At the fame time he admfttfd,
that what was fo wititen might be publifhed from a malicions motive,
for which the publither would be amenable to the laws of his country.
The learned Counfcl next {eleéted {everal paffages from this perfor-
mance, to fhew, that the Author {fel: the molt profeund reverence a_“d
veneration for the Suproine Being, and denicd the truth of R evelation
only becaule he could not reconcile it to the character and attributes of
the Deity. It was ftated in that publication, that the Jaw of Nature
wds engraven oOn c¢very man’s hcarty, and that he mfght (‘.ie'arly' C("H‘T&
the knowledge of that duty which he owed to his Creator from a cow
templation of his works. Mr. Kyd next endeavoured to juitly the

charges

A
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Jharres made upon the B?b_le bv the Author by a variety 9f pafluges
<hich he fcleéted  but which «t the cefire of his Lordfhip and the
Jurvs he 1id not read, but only referred to them, and contended, that
el fe p dligzes wore found 1n any other buok they would be coufidered
2 IS 21 wudimeasoral. He appealed to the writings of Dr. Lardner,
Di. Dontly. acd other eminent Divines, in {upport of the right of free
Fientfion vson all [ubjeéls of a controverfial nature.  He then {poke
m fcvere LS ct o pz*()fecl,zrioi'l, whfch, he ﬁlid, would NEever have
heen 1nttituted bad 1t not been for Bithop Warson’s Arorocy,
which bud been very widely circuiared, and had excited a curiofity to
read the bock to whico it was an anfwer; and to gratify that public
curi-fity 1t was, thai this book, which he believed had been firlt pub-
ihe ) at Paris, was aftcrwards publifhed 1 this country. Mr, Kyd
nited, at great lengs 1., upon the freedom of nquiry and a free prefs,
aid ;-ove the Reform.tion and Revolution as two inflances of the
incltinable bicffinrs which had refulted from them to this country.

Mr. “afkire made a moeft cddoquent reply.  He {aid, he was bound
i refpect to ina Licarned Triend, as a member of a moft honourable
pr-f:flion, to fuppofc that he was placed 1 a very irkfome fituation,
to be c:Nled on for a ddfence {o exceedingly diflicult to make, and fo ex-
tremely delicace te cranage, without violating that common decency
that was due o a Court of Juftice,  He could not therefore help con-
fdering him as eutilled to a confiderable degree of indulgence. Mr.
Erfkine nere adverted to {everal of the paflages {eleted from the Old
Lettament Yy Mr. Kyd, and explaincd the reafon of their introduétion
mo the facred Weitings, The hiltory of mau, {:C {aid, was the
hitory of man’s vices and pafflions, which could not be cenfured with- -
out adverting to their exiftence 3 and many of the inftances that had
been referred to were recorded as memorable warnings and examples
for the inftruétion of mankind, Mr. E. next entered moft forcibly
and deeply into the evidences of Chriftianity, particularly thofe that
were tounded on that flugendous {cheme of Prophcecy, which formed one
of the moft unanfwerable arguments far the truth of the Chriftian
religion.  ¢¢ Ir was not,”” he faid, ¢ the ' urpofe of God to deftroy
frec agency by overpowering the human mind with the refiftible hight
and conviéiton of Rovelation, but to leave men to colle& its truths, as
they were eradually illuftrated in the accomplifhment of the divine
prf)mifes of the Gofpel.””  Bred, as he was, to the confideration of
evidenc, he declared he confidered the prophecy concerning the dei-
truction of the Jewith nation, 1if there was nothing elfe to fupport
C!ll‘iﬁianity, abfolut ly irieiittible. The divifion of the Jews into
tribes, to preferve the cencalogy of Chrift 3 the diftinction of the tribe
of Judah, from which he was to come ; the lofs of that diftin&ion when
that eud was accomplifthed 5 the predicted departure of the {ceptre from
Ifrael ; the dettruétion -of the Temple ot Jerulalem, which impeni
Munificence in vain attempted to rebuild to difgrace the prophecy ; the
difperfion of this naticn over the face of the whole earth ; the {preadingy
of the Gofpel throughout the world ; the perfecutions of 1ts true
Minifters ; and the forctold {uperftitions which for ages had defiled ts
worthip ;—thefe were topics upon which Mr. Erfkinc expatiated with

gl‘ﬁ'ﬁﬁ
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