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OME of the principal debates of the prc-
• • 

. __ '" fent rewon of Congrefs, with Rema!"1:s theye'-
on, appeared a few 'v~eks ago, ,under therritle of, 
" A Pro[pecr from the C:ongrefs-Gallery," publifh
cd by Mr. Thomas-Bradford. The favourable re
ception of that work led. me to, undertake that 
'which I nOT'y ofFer to the public. J\1y plan, how
C7cr, being alteted, for reafons v;jth which I nnl 
going to acquaint the reader, it ,became neceifary 
to alter the title alfo. 

l..Jo one, who. has been an attentive obfcrvc~' of 
the violent and dangerous attempts, \vhic:h have 

, been made, and are ftill making, againfl: the Fede-
ral Conflitution, a?d confeqnently again Pc- the peace; 
profperity and happinefs of our country, can have 
Jailed to pe:'ccive, that they h~d their rile in the de
ception, ,vhich hCls been fo indufhioufly circulated 
through every part of the United-Sates. It is Hot 
to be prcfull1ed, indeed, that tl~c leaden: in this ho,· 
fiile and formidable COElbi:1ation hClve bec'n deceiv-' 
ed: thc\~ h;~ve lo;:tg' been 111arfhalIe(~ and ready for 

_ J 

the attack: but, it is the cieli.lilon, whi:::h has been 
qutetly futtered to Heal iLl \vay an10116' the people, 
that has called then1 into the field ~n.(l C!1COUTC1 iTed 

,-, > 

111 '1~ t-( "1'I,'Uh i:1·n. t·'-''-' o,-t ,._(,},1", 'Ill J .. 1"11 
· ... 11~· C'l .J ct I,'. Ii, Ji lL _.J\- '.j -,'" j 1'..;', c. U at :...1 t l .:.. 

vcry citad.el of Ol~r lib(~rtics and our liveS • 
• 

, 

• 
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. lV INTRODUCTION -, 

The fource of this delnfionit is not difficillt to 
. , . 

difco,~er : vie have it continually before our eyes. I 
lnean the public jHlpers, and I fpeak v,-ith a very fe'\v 

• exceptIons'. 
, 

- , . . . , , . , . 
• • 

, 'l'he general' governn1ent ad6pted the ,mon effec-
tual mcafures for facilitating the tonveyance of in
formation to ,every quarter of. the . Union, at the 
lcaft pofiible expence. Hence fubfcribers to papers 
,\verc iound in abund~nce, and the editors, {hiking 
()ff ntlmerous ilnpreiIion~, ,\vere, of cOlll"fe, ena
bled to furnilh theln at a low- price. 'I'he interi~ion 
of the. government, as expreffed by the Prefident 
himfelf, w~scertainly the InoIl beildlcent, that of 

, fpreading true information und u ( ul knowledge 
anl0ng all claffcs of the COillUlunity. But ,vhat has 
been the,corLfequence? Exactly the eo~trary.. T'he 
French Revolutionburft fOTth like a yulcano~ ,and 
its devouring lav~ reached even us. 'The editors, 
perceiving- the pal;tiality of the moll numerous clafs 
of their fubfcribers for this revolution, and ali th~ 
novel and 'wild principles it has given rife to, have 
been fed.uced, by the love of gain, to flatter that 
partia.lity· by extolling thofe principles, at the ex
penee of every thing, their own private intereft ex
cepted. . 'Their papers, ,vhich fVJarm like ftlln111er 
flies, are. beconlc the vehicles of falfehoocl in place 
of truth, of ignorance in pl::lce of kno,vlell~·e. Like 
the tel!ebrii1cous fbus, 111entioned by a ce1cbrated 

J 

h ' .n d d' r:' 1 .- I' . autl or, they il1C an~nci.S In place ot ~lgilt. 
, • 

, 
• 

A veil has been carefully drcnvll over the dif~ 
treifcs 2.nd horrors refulLing fro!n the anarchical 
iyitenl of France; Of, when this could not be done, 
v.rherl the editors have fcared to be anticipated by 
their fcllovl.labourer~~, they have endeavoured to 

J 

• 1 h· l' r h . ou!::-V!\,: ea(~n ou cr III apo~ogles for \V 1 at ougilt. 1"U 

• 

• 

.. 
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have. been. held up to deteftation, or, at leaft, as 
an awful kfion to ourfclve3a Everyone, even of 
the mOrt deftrucrive and ilnpious aCts. of that pre .. 
tended republic, has been 'trumpeted forth as the 
effeCt ofa. liberal and enlightened policy; \vhile no 
infilluatioli, no fubtilty, no audacious· falfehood, has 
been'. left _uncifayed ~o thvvart . all the meafures ·of 
our own n1ilJ and.wife government, to disfigure it~ 
principles, a:ld [eyer it- fron1 the affeCtions of the 
people. ' 

• 
• 

. To- countervail the lnalignant efforts of thefe 
retailers has eyer been my wilh; and,. I hope, it 
will··not be . thought prefumption in me, if I be .. 
lieve that the trifles from my pen, which the public 
have honoured ,vith their perufa 1, have, in fame 
flight degree, had ,the den red efTea. . But, al,!s, 
\V hat can a firaggling pamphlet, neceffarily confined 
to a lingle fubje,:t, do againft a hundred thoufand 
volumes of 111ifCellancous fal[ehood in foEo ! 'l'heir 
fheets, if extended,.' \7ould lllore than cover the fur-
face of our country. ' 

, 
. 

In oppofing a literary monfler like this, J am 
a"\vare that a Porcupine, with all his quills, can -ne
ver hope for complete fucce[r;;: but, nothing can be_ 
acconlpliihed without bejng begull: I hope to call 
up abler hands to illy aid: to ·n1e, it will be a fuf .. 
ficient honour to h~lve led th~ "\vay. 

, , 

-
This I ihall attclupt, in a Inonthly \vork:., of the 

fanle bulk and price as the one which is here fub
Initted to the public. In this work I {hall take a re~ 
view of the political tranfaB:ions of the paft TI10nth; 
give an account of every denlocrLltic nick, whe
ther of n8tive growth or inlported fron1 abroad-; 

I 1 '" r, dl" unr£1\'c t!C WlIH1H'..gs or tHe prcten' Cl patrIots, 

• 

I 

• 



• 

• 

• 

'v j I N '1' R. 0 Due r-.r·I 0 N ~ 
, 

• 

and lllore particularly thore of the our-merchants?
and I truft, Ithall be enabled to give, 111onthly,' a 
iketch of political affairs nlore fatisfaaory, becaufe 
lllore correa, than has' ever yet appeared in this 
country. Thefe 'will be the leading objeas; but 
J fnall exclude nothing, not entirely foreign to the 

ufe or am~ement If illy readers. ... . 
• 

• 

1'he ne'ws-papers are fupported by fubfcriptiona 
and for that very reafon the Cen or !hall not. Ag 
long as people read, fo long LilaH I write; and, 
,vhen the Bookfel1er advertifes nle that the work 
lies on his lhelf, it will be a very good' hint for nl~ 
to dra\v in my quills. . : 

• • 

Here, then, begins a bcllUJ71 . CtCT717c!JJl between 
the fabricating .Qyid-Nztncs and llle.' There is my 
glove, gentlenlen; take it up as,foan as you will. 
You ,veIl kno .. v that your abufe will infinitely re
dound to nly honour; and therefore, to filence . 
Ine, by rendering nly Yio:rk fierile·and uninterefiing, 
you are reduced to the cruel neceffity of telling the 
truth. . 

• 

I {bould thLlk it neceffary to offer an apology 
for havinbO" l)refixed the title of Cenfor to the pre-

1 ~ 

fent N unlber: but the reader 'will at once lJcrceive! , ~ , 

that it is now afftuned for the fake of unifonnity, 
as applicable to the future contents (if the ,vork, 
and not to the rCInarks on the debates of Con
grefs, a body to "\vhi:..:h I inouldbe ';ery Forry to 
-be" \J/alll'ing l·p '-e'lJi 'c";+ . ;, L.!....... ... .1. -"- l~J '-' ~ • 

I 

• 
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E Reader will pleafe to recollect, that, In 
.'. "the Pro 'Pea rom the Congre s Gallery, I brought
down the proceeding's ,in the Houfe of Reprefenta-:- . 
tives to the 5th of January, the nlenlorable day of 
the exhibition of the French Flag. I ihould not' 
no,v have thought -of returning to the fanle fubjecr, 
had I not been led to it by an attack on the Preii ... 
dent, in the anarchical Aurora of Philadelphia. 

, 
, 

• 

One wQuld have thought, that giving this flag a 
place alnong the A.l·chi.....,·cs of the United States, I 

would have been conferring honour enough 011 it; 
~ but nothing\'foldJ content the Frcnch .. Ainericans, 

,,,,,ho write in the paper 1 have jutl: lnentioned, f110rt 
of its being, hoifted in the Congrcfs Chanlber, as a 
trophy of the ylaqry of French influ,ence. They 
clti~~ H~ the @s;tmplc of the Convention. But, t€t 

-g, 
• 

• 
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thelll fay under what circunlfiances, and with what 
motive our flag ,vas granted a confj)iCllOllS pla~e in 
their hall. It was dif'nonoured by being [wung up, 
gibbeted up, by the fide of the flag of regenerated 
Geneva; a flate in which the Convention had efta
blifhed their fyIlenl qf _ pil.lage and 1:1urder, and 
which they treated as a conquered country, rather 
than as an independent ally. 1'0 add to our hlunili
ation, a duplicate, as I Inay call it, of our flag was 
fent to ·Geneya, and there exhibited in the Con
vention of a poor little degraded na.tion bf thirty 
thoufand bodies, I will not call them fouls. Thi& 
was faying to the Genevefe: See, you are not the 
only people who ha~e thrown themfelves on our 
proteCtiI)g .po\ver, and fent us a pledge of their 
fubmiffion to our principles . 

• 

Thus, by the, indifcretion to give it the mildeft: 
term of our Ambaifador, have we been degraded 
~n t.he, eyes of e\~en Italians, a~~d expofed to the' 
gibes of the ,little fcandaIizing. circles of the leaft 
refpecrable people irr Europe: and, in return for 
this cruel illfult, \ve are called upon to diftinguifll 
the flag of the Con\rention with a place in the pub-. 
lie· fittings of . our ··legiflatllre, and by this atl ac
knowl~dge ourfelves the lupple toob of our in-
r. I I rl~l·· d . . ,.. .lil tel's. ' 11S IS rno ern p:1tnotl1I11 • 

.. ",,,< .. <,.< .. ( .. <c:::~. ~"'''''''>'':''''''d>' ) .. 
• • • 

DEB .. ~ ... TE ON THE APPROPRL\TIO~JS FOR THE 

~nN\".· 
• 

• 

• 

71fr ':V:fl}"T1J' - .., o- .... ,··,,~bl,. +-0 1'0[·1' .>r· 'D"f"l·C '"1""'11 'll'OV· .1' • J "- ••• J, , ... .:").l.\""\""-((, 'j l.. ... ~..... ~-.LU 5 ..... ' J,. -

.cd l? jlrih? Ci.;:! ?l fl.", APlJl'c)?ri,,:hl! Bill elf tht: grq(r ./:tr11, 
• • '1" 1 n- .- 7 .. 1·' 

a'p"'PJ""l'.~il .... , •. I'·,,· r~I;'···l··J· (1'· f,'" .'( ,;:' "-'fl,I .. J I .... ... ." J41 ,.1 ... ,- ~:I._'· ... 1 .. · <.-1. .•..•• 
d _ e' 
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~"Mr:' StDG\VICK (from MalIteht'tfctts) thought. that the 
~ourfe' which the gentleman is purfuing, has never been 
adopted before. It is incorrect to difcufs the merits- of 
the mint .in pailing this bill. We might as well take up 
the, falary of the. chief juftice, or any ether article in the 
pill, .' a.s the' mint. . We never would have done at this 
tr,te.' . Vie are now only' to vote for, the bill, as agreeably 
tQ ... the, laws ;alreadymade •. "Mr. Sedgwick faid that if the 
gent1~nan from New-York (lVIr. V/illiams) would,brir:;; 
fQrward· any propo'fition for the r~guhltiori, or even the 
abolitioil of the cfiablij11ment of the, ~nin.t)· if it could be 
proved produCl:iye of public benefit, hc,~",rith ,cYcry ethcl." 
gentleman, would give hinI their aid fo eficct the object ; 
but that now, he conceived, it could: not regularly be 
brot1gbt forward .. , -He thought an ~ppropri<ltion bill 
{bould be conformed exactly to the flate cf thc public Cll·

ga-gements" and that where c£l:ablifhmc!1ts had been form
~d'~and fabrics prcyided, the amount 'ef them . fllOUld be 
the prirlciple of calculating the amount of appropriations; 
and ,the Houfe ought not~by'witholding ~ppropriation~, 
to bre_ak in l}.pon and defhoy efbbli{hments formed by the' 
whole; legiflature. That thefe obfcr\'atiollshad hitherto 
been ~a'ntl:io'ned by the pr.!t~lice on this fuhject. lie ob· 
ferved, .. that if the Houfewas to inveitigate, in the dif
cuffion. of an appropriation bill; the amount of falaries 
and the leg'al eflablifhments of government, the public 
fervice would be dangerouHy dcftroyed., ' I-Ie remarked, 
that it, was', to be obferved, that no ,appropriation was 
made for any purpofe fillce ~he comm.encemcnt of the 

,." .... .(J!ar., , ", . 
• , . 
, , , 

j' '. - ,. 
• , • t .• 

~ ... - ., 

, 1\1r. ,GALLATIN (from GOleV({) rofe to {tate a general 
principle ,which he' thought it of importance to lay down 
on this oecafion ; left the decifion on the prei'C!lt qudtioll 
grounded, on a diilerellt principle, fhould on foine future 
occafion be brout;ht, forward. The principle was, tbat 
tl.,,'.J' ,Houfi' has a rigbt ,by 'with:Jd/ng njJj'wlJf'ijatirms 'l.vbl'1l tbi)' 
j~c prOptT, to flol' ti'e "n-ll(C/S of GOVCilml<:l!f. This he [lid, 
was plainly to bc inferred from thc praCtl~c of the Houre, 
in tbeir palling allllually all approp~iation ,law He ob
ferved, that in one inilance the lfou(e had departed from 
that principle.' In refpect to 'the r~yn1ellt of thc ilitcreit 
on the public debt" for tll'~ [upport of the public credit) 

" 
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. 

·the I-Ioufe: had thought it necefi:·wy to give up that,right. 
If this principle is nct jufi,it would hebeft. to'~make'l~ 
permanent provifion at once. ,'.,' .,-', . ,,:,.:j,;:':' 

• • , . , . 
• . ..' 

• 
, .. . , 1 :;1, jJ,t 

. . 

]VIr. SEDGWICK faid that he ha<i"certainly no intention to. 
have given occafionto d:e obfervatiol-ls which had.been maUe, 
but as the general principle which-: he- hatt-laid dolin, ·had 
been denied~ , and as it had' fome'; relaticin:~eitheT' Intimate 
or remote to the fubjell: before the- committee, he\Vould 
take the liberty to repeat the prinCiple, and to fay: a few 
wor<ls in f u pport of it. . '. . . . . .' "'.: , : 

-. , . , 
• 

. , 

- The principle, then, which he had aflumed was, : that 
when legal eftablifhmel1ts were ,made, it was the duty of . 
the legiHature to make approp17iations conformably·to::the 
public engagements; and' tlnt neither bran'ch ·had a: right 
to withhold its affe!lt. I-Ie obfcrved that the'whole, Ieg.if~ 
lature, and not a part, were competent to form, con'traas, 
qnd to eftablifh, and alter cQlTIpenfationsarid falarie$-; 
The leginature, and- not either brauch of ,it, had the pow,,;.' 
erof expreffing the public will" an:d :pledgirig the' . public 
faith: that'\vhen a falary isafcertained, the' pUblic faith' 
i6 pledged thatitfhall be' paid, according to the ftipulati"': 
on; and that:: therefore the public ci'edit is involved, in~ 
rnaking the neceffary appropriations; . 'without which'; :it; 
could llotbe paid. He afked if in fuch cafe it was ,.com-.:
petent to :the. Houfe rightfupy to withhold th!e. means ne2 
aeililry for th~ performance oLJ:he public engagem~!1ts,! 

" " " . r , ... loi· I • • , 
, .,,' '., •. ,'> -

• •• ". ," # '10 '-.," -. .. 

He faid he had always fuppofed that the power of. th( 
Haufe, in the cafe of appropriations, did not give 'a pow
dr to yield or withhold ,aifcnt on fuch a fubjecr •. lIe be
lieved, in every fuch inftance the exercifeof difcretion:was' 
refirained; to illufl:ratc his ideas,.' .. he ,cou1d mentioil ; ~ 
fimilai infiance •. The conititution had declared, : that: the 

• 

Prefidcnt' {houIel receive a ftated compenfation for hisl fer,·. 
vict's, to. beafcertained, by b\v; \\,hich could ntidler . be' 
dimlnifhcd:' nor. enlarged ' during the term for whichhet" 
fhould h:nre been .eleEted, :Here was a duty irnpofed, on the 
legiilattHe,\vith the pcrform;;mce of \vhich they cpuldnot, 
they had no power to difpcnfe. Yet after the compeni?~ 
tion was· {bted] no ]18ymcnt could' be m:-:.cie ~J.~ '. q:)!l1e~' 
'l~le!lCe of appropriating. He ~lked .. if . ill thi~ c:.i~::, ,Vdli!l1 

• 



• 

· the . unlie: i~'il1:r~va~' ; (3),--PTiHted,::u:er engagettient,and:~the 
nati(ma:~ ,faith. :ple'dged; tilt! ~ leg~n:ttrtre t:ould;of. Tight withi 
hold the;nectimiry" ~t'ppT(jprj~1ticin ,(., r:rhe;·.fame 'bbferv'ation~ 
might he ~faid:,bc':applied'to ';evtriy inftance\vhere<.public 
controuls . wet-e' forfTlcd.. I TIle·; public Pfaith-, rwas pledged; 
the necdfary"appropriationSl IDUW ':b'e:made, io;prev-ertt I ~ 
violation of 'It,~n~ if~vithhela £\l~hj.v~lation hhight;juftly 
be charged on·~he legiflature~i·.:\ .• ):;L·;,;:::· ;::: ;,L::' i~': j; . . . . \ . ... -

I . . '\ :." '.' .t· ..• · 1 ':.;, .- •. ' (- "," ·!·f.~"r"\." • ..,.,.,. ........ ;. ". 
, • . _ ••• ' . J -. • i ... • . _ ~ -. ; ;: ." ... ... .... /...1 4 ;. l . J. .. _ ,~ 

• • 

Here a lorigconverfationl(;to9k: i pltOO ~\trith'r rref-pe.dt 
to thee!Xpediency' :of, the; .ptopofe4 ;meafur'e; ~ on ihe'ad.".t 
vantages . ariddi(advantag~s 'cf .;ad.\tIint'., '-&.c., .:A.fteriwhioq 
l\1r. Livillgjloll,r:whoni Jwe ~:fhan' by-and-btfee~.ma,king'a. 
confiderable figure ~in ~t1,fie:ld:p£oppb[1ti6nj tothe:goveul:" 
merit, made, a':lnotion' or thc'jlrilting ott! :the~ho!e .ajpro-

, . - .' '.' . ,._. .. 
P 

't . fi th M;,.1 I • ~, , -.~ • - .. 'f" -- ,'" I -. • -~"" 'f"' ~ •• 

. rra·l011 01' f.': .'wlt. ;,~ -, .. :. -, .• ti'<" '.," .. :.' ~."'.'. 
" " .' ~, • " • 1 .. ' '.' r· # 1 . . .... J' -', . f' , • -, ,- !. : . I' '. '. • ': 
-. ' .. I -", -·.1 • ' .. ,~.. •• _ • • • ~. '., • :.~... ~ .- •• _ .' ••. ,' _ , • , • J • _ _ • 

• • • 

.. Mr.· MUR!tAY,'. (fr6m :Maryland), faid . that·had tHe·gen-
deman; frorn : N ei,v;,;Yt5rk 'moved . for 'dela y, . fot the· pui-pofe 

· of introducing 'a :1i1otion to repeal the law which l .. endered 
this, appropriatiorr: ne'CefElry, he would':not have' troubled 
t.he ,Houfe,:with:a;finglelremark; .but' his motion i~O !trike 
out ~n app'r~pt.iation fOI<the p1,lrpofeof bringing .th~ t'0!i..; 
cy of tne'la~:.,itfelf;intO'. 'difcufijon, contained a principl~ 
in his mind fo repugnant. tothegr~at;legiflativ~ duties' of 
~e Houfe. that he would orpofe it. The objeCt of the 
appropriath;m: is . not a ten1pbl~ary-'.:one~;;}jut;:a p.a'rtofthe 
machinery of our gov.ernmcnt, under the expiefs authari- . 
ty of the confiitution hyh\,-.... rrhc~dothille now contcnd
ed for by the gentlemen from New-York and Pennfylvania 
(Mr. LiY.irigfton i mid ·l\'1r ... Gallatixi) wa'S: that ihis:,HDufe 
have a difcretionary power of appror.riating ,or ~.9t~. l ~f q 
this~4ochille, takcn in the extent which he conceived 
they contended . for, he couldllot,give,~lisJuppo~t .. ::··Pll 
the pJ..ntrary., h~ t.hought, that in all . ca(cs ,:wh~l-.e an ap
propriation flowed from a L~vi' t9 W~.~~go<?~a ,~~ptrad, 
or to' erCa~l permanent orga.n.: :i!1'r tht1:gov.cr~l}n.ent,-: '!lnd 
froni any Ia-w whofe object was perm~!l1et:t, the true 
dOctrin~ Vfa~,. 'th'lt it was the; ~iut.y: p( :t4~ ,f.Iq~fe. t.()·,vote 
1ln ~tpprop~~!ation~ . A· };1\V is the, will. oJ ,the .. ~la·ti9n.~i .rh~ 
faniep?"fir,~. only, that formed 'if ca~ ·.~ep,e;l1 it. :;,Ifi~~~ 
a confhtu~onala(:1., no pmver can' bwfully obftr.l1(t Its 
0pc"-l'ation or'-'its cxiitence. But attcnCling'to the :de·drirle 

• 

• , • 

• 

• 
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mahit.ained· to day -it would folloW,. that .though tliisH onfe 
had ,not the .power 'of repealing: a: law_ :made-byalLtlr~ 
branches: of government, it may obftr11:ct; . its .opcr::ltioIlS 
~lld t:enderita dead letter; though it cannot rt:p~;~( it 
may do, what,'iliaILamount to a repeal, which.isth"~·~~[
fumption of a power ,almoft equal to, that-of exdu[n,-:; 1(:.:
gifia.t~on.:, He Jhou-ght: he faw in this an _ evil ·of grc:lt' C:{.· 

tent, and an anarchy of them:e.tic. prjncip[es.:' It a ppe~r;,:;d 
to him that though we orig~nate money bins, w~ bad 11,:) 

righ,t to refuu: an -appr-6priatiori: tb exiftingl~r'ks ,that diher 
fecure.d a, qebt or any COlltra.a, dor tha~:relate4:.t9 Qb~('Gh 
permanent -by the Jaw' that creat~d or :ackjlowl~g~d th~nl,; 
as .long as -the law i~felf remained ulirepeale~l.. .- : We .had 
but a .!hare.of legifl~tive power~_. ,\Vhexe)l la.,v,-rdatiYe 
to. !':lchobje£ts as. ~~ had . .alluded" to,exifi;eil, irom which 
an appropriation followed, till the hw.-,ceafed,:by.·repeal or 
by other conftitutional means, it was obligatory 'upon U:a 

as well'as~upon our conftituents, 'and the, -only.powers\ve. 
could exercife of ,a.; 'difc'retionary fort refQlved:themfelve .... 
eith~r' into. the mo'de efmaking good the app~opriation, or 
(>f votingJor'itsrepeal. ,The other branches wo~ld the;}" 
judge ,of . the- propriety of our, proceeding ; but tilLthe, 
who affifted:-in its enacting, judged with· usthe':l1eceHity 
'If -doing it away, a duty refulted that we--{hotlld give it.. 
the energy intended' by it::;enatlion,' "i ," .:'::;" :0. ' 

• . ' 
• • , 

, .. .\ 
, . \, . 

- . 
· ~ , . 

. - "." 

. ' , . . . ... -. - ' 

. '. The Appropriatioll for, the mint \vas. finally paffed. ;' . , 
- .' . , • • - • • , . • .' .' 

• , 
• • 
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::,';; .' e~:4firfl:. three 'items, in the Appr_opr~a:tion ·Bill 
\vere ':as follows:: ', .. : .' .. , . . ",' 

• • •• . . , . . , 

.' •. ~" f L '~-'" .. :"; ~. '...- - :_- __ ·~f·. . :': -- -DOL. ' 
• 

~'For compellfatiOli' to~the Prdident o.f the 
• 

• 

.... ; :United States.' -. - _.. - ... ' 25,000 
~ . . . . , . -To thcVife Prefidclit· ';. - : '-"'~. ..... 5,000. 

To the 'Mclubers 'of the Senate . - . ~ 38)000 , 
. ., . 

• 

• • ,", ;'.! I , 
-

, No,v, \\'ould it not have been Hluch the fhortefi. 
~v,ay .. for' Mr.· Liv/#:/flbJl to 'lllove fbr' fhik~ngout 
there three: iterils! ~.'l·his . ,,'ould hilVe h~eil. ;con1jng-

• • 

!9 ~!he.,~1:arck~~ton~e.: . _By only thrce~rqkq~ of ~the 
-

• 
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~,". Calm ;Oh 'er'Ver's" pen, the' free,: the indepen. 
rlant, the beneficent gov~rnment' ~ of ,theYnited 
States Inight' have been changed into . a National 
'Conventiori;' and in the ·fame ,number of-'days, 
've might have feen our ftreet& patrolled by revolu~ 
tionary ruffians, our property expof~d t9 requifiti .. 
bns and, our' heads to the guillotine. . l' .' 

• 
• 

• • • 
• • 

, , . 
, • • of 

. . . ~'. . . 

, But, it is not my intention to ertter.'into'the me';' 
Tits of a motion, at once the height of malevolence 
and abfurdity; I have introduced' this <:iebate nlere.;. 
lyto have ,an opportunity of introdtlcingthe'priIY:", 
ciple laid' down by Mr. Gallatin,' and , Mr • . ' Galla-
tin along with it. , . . :. , : . 

.. , 
• . ' 

. . 

. ' This. gentleman .. tells tlS~ that' the ·Houfe~' ofRe~ 
prefentatives " have a right, by withholding appro
" priations when they fe proper; to flop the ~f)heels 0 

" Government." "3 I fhould b~ glad tokno~ were 'he 
l¢ar~t this: w~ether from his conlpanion's in Brad
dock's Field, ·or from their correfpondents, . the 
corrupted our-merchant. in Philadelphia. r'fhey; 
indeed, were "\vel~ verled in fiopping. t~ewheels of 
government, by the agency of apIJropriation.r.' 

• . . . .' 

\\Then l\1r. GallatIn ·rore from Ius feat to broach 
this clogging principle, there· was an old farmer 
fitting befide Ine, to WhOIll .the perfon of the ora
tor feclned fanliliar. "Ah, ah!" fays he, "\vhat'~ 
" little Mofes in Congrefs !". I fharply reprimand
ed hinl for taking one of Ollr Reprefentatives 'for a 
Jew; . but, to confefs. a trutI,l, the gent.le~nan. fronI 
Gene'va has an accent not unlike that of a 'wander
ing Ifraelite. It is neither Italian Gennan nor 
l?rench, and, \vere it not a fort of leze republican:
ifln, I would fay he dipped the king's Englifh 
IDcfl:' unmercifully. . Such an accent is adnlirably 
adapted f:n" extollin 0." the ya1ue of leaden buckles, . ) . 



, , 

, .. , 

, , 

Qr'~bt a)JgnieD:ting thedifcordaiit'ho,\vling~ J)f a ft- ' 
Jj.1lgQg,i1e ;"~ buv-' it:, throw~, a' certain) ~air' of ridicule 
'py~r :the debat¢s of a legifladve affenibly, ,and forms 
~ fo~t of Qurlefque,on the ' harm'onious eloquence ,of 
th~v~bertnembe.ra. j "j ~; ;: : : •• ..: & :. ,',':.. ; , .; 

, , . 
, ~ . . . , , 

," J; •• "'-.,' ,', • - ~', •.•• , •. ", ."-~ ""'~', '. • • 
"""', ' " • , :, • ~. ~! ..: f " j , • 1 _, • • .• .,! ...... ' • , , \ ..... , " • ... _ or 

, . ' 

vVhen I told.the~goodjog-trot-to,tike(!are what 
he "vas faying, for that' the perfonage then on his 
legs 'was no :othecthan.:the great Gallatin, ,he open
edJli~.ey~s-" 'and \~rith_ adook and voice' expreffive 
of ~l1' honeft indignation,' " :\vhat;!" fays he, ". that 
~', fame l Gallatin.: who was' -one. of. the leaders in the .•. ~.: "r' ,.~ -

~" W¢ftern, Itllurreaion?~~,' .'Lcould; ,not .. help fnJiI. 
ing/at the fimpliciry of nly coulitry friend, in not 
perceiving that fuch a circumftance \vas the higheft 
J?rQof .of :Mr., Gallatin~spatrio.tifnl, . and, the :only 
cne :that'recotrim~nded, him to the fuffrages.of his 

'cop.ftituents. ,~.' , No wonder," fays . the farmer, 
,~: thaJ he wants to Jlop the wheels of government~ 
", I willi he'd atteropt, -to ,flop .,' the wheels of my 
",\vaggoI},asJ,aUl going do,vn hill." . God for
give me" tbut 1 :believe I faid amen., . '. 

. , . 
~~ ,: -.,\ .-,.' . 

. _ ....... j -,;.., r"" 

}\tir. ,Gallatin "has been accufed of inconfifl:ency ~ 
but here I cannot join the enemies' of that gentle-. 
Ulau.: Whatever a luan nlay be, I love to do hiIll 
_lnple j uf;lice. 1'hisis a principle fc ftrongly inl .. 
print~~ in" mY,:breafl, that it induces n'le to uncleI'· 
~ake the. defenc~ of lVlr~ Gallatin'sconfiftency; 
though I :have no.t ,the higheft refpeCb for his gene
ral conduct or for. ·his charaCter., ... , ,,' .' .'.' .".".. . 

• .. 
. - , . , 

, . , 

politi~al ,C(lr~et: from the day ,of his difenlbarkation 
to the pr:efent feffion of Congrefs, but it \dll not~ 
I imagine~ Q.e' neceiIary to go fU,rther" back than 
,the W efterrt }{ebellion. ' . 

• • 

, . _. 
• 

, 

, , . " 

, 
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So early as the 21ft of July, 1791, we findhinl 
Clerk to a nleeting for oppofing the excife la,v, 
or, in 'other words, '.' fiopping the ,vheels of go
" vernrncnt." On the 2 dI: of April, 1792; 'we 
finCl this adjourned Ineeting. declaring:" That 
" whereas {(HUe 111en filay be found among us, fo 
" far loft to every fenfe of virtue, and feeling for 
" the diftrefTes of our country, as to accept the 
" office for the colleCtion of the duty . 

• 

" Refolved, therefore, that - in future \ve will 
. " confider fuch perfons as unworthy of our· friend.. , 

" ihip, have no intercourfe or dealings with them, . 
" withdra'w from them every affifiance, and with. 
" hold all the com orts 0 Ii c, which depend upon 
" thofe duties which as n1en and fello'w citizens \ve 
" o\ve to each other, and upon all occafions, treat 
" them \vith that contenlpt they deferve; and that 
" it be, and it is hereby nloft earneftly recommended 
" to the peo/)Ie at Iarg.::, to follo'w the fame line of 
" conduCt towards then1." 

. , 

-
Thus, then, I think here is no inconfiftency; 

no. change of principles. The nlan that could dravv 
up a refolution like this, cannot be faid to have 
abandoned his principles, when he declares that the 
lIoufe of Repreientatives nlay flop the vvheels of 
goverriri.lent, vvhen they fee proper, by vvithholding 

• • apprOprIations. • 

It is faid, indeed, that 1\lr. Gallatin has fince re
pented of his inf'urredion conduct, that he called 
the above quot~d refolution his" political fin;" and 
we all know that he figned a pro1l1ife of fublnif1ion 
to the bws; but, let it be remell1berecl, that he 
never talked about this politicrrl fin, until he Glnle 
kLnvn to Philadelphia, and that his pronlife of rub,: 

c 
• 

• 
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, Huffion to the laws was not made, until he faw that 
refifiance was in vain, and that it ,vas the only 

• , 
-

his carcafe fronl a loathfome dungeon. And, if 
he did leave his poor deluded adherents in the 
lurch, and even facrifice them to his own fafety, 
this is no more than every rebellious ringleader 'is 
ready to do, \vhen the nloment of danger arrives. 
It is by no n1eans a proof of inconfiftency in the 
gentlenlan fronl Geneva. It is, to ufe the words 
of a late political writer, " varying his means' to 
"I preferve the unity of his end.", When overturn
ing a government, or flopping its v/heels, is the 
fole, objeCt of a patriot, fo long as he keeps {lea
dily towards the point, whether by open rebellion, 
confeffing his political fin, pretending fubmiffion, 
lurching. his affociates, or 'withholding appropriati
ons, he can never be juftly charged with inc on· 
fiftency. . 

, 

'DEBA7 E OJ{ THE APPOINT111ENT OF A 
STENOGRAP J-IER . 

• 
, 

On t~le 28th a report of the Stenographical committee 
was given in, fpecifying that the committee had received 
propofals from Mr. ·David Robe-rtjo1J of Virginia, whole 
demand for one feffions W:lS 4 j OOO dollars. The report 
became the order of the day for the twenty ninth, when 

, a refclution ,-vas propofcd ill favour of the appointment. 

I f11all choofe from this debate ,-vhat fell from l\'Ir. Swal1-
wick and I\1r. \Villiam Smith, as appearing to me to 
comprize nearly all th::t was urged on both fides. . 



• 
• 

Mr. SWANWICK (from Pennfylvania) As to the gentle.;. 
I hlan who is' the fubjeel: of the rcfolutioll, If I have more 
, Hrenuoufly than u[ual oppofcd the motion, it is from a 

ddlre to keep him from quitting the lucrative fitl1atio~ he 
is [aid to find himfelf in, to embark on the fioTmy fea he 
is contemp(ating: to be the organ of the members of this 
Houfe to their confl:ituents is indeed a very delicate tafk ; 
one for which, cOllGdering the danger he might be in of 

; an Orpheus's fate, that of being torn to pieces, the falary 
1 is but a poor compenfatioll. He is to do jufiice to the 
: eloquence of fome members he is to clothe in an elegant 
I drefs the uncouth, yet well meaning expreffions of others, 
i but what will he do with the filent members, who never 
, fpeak at all? What will their conftituent~ think of them; 
• indeed, Sir) if he had the idea I have formed of his dan-
, 

ger, he will not undertake at all. Faction and party have 
been mentioned happy Stenographer if he can keep 
clear of thefe. If he fall into their power, infcnfibly he 
will reprefent one fide in clouds and darknefs, the other 
as ornamented with the brighteft beams of light. How 
will he pleafe both? Mifreprefentation is complained of 
alas, Sir, how quick is error, how flow is the progrefs of 
truth in almofl: all things: our Stenographer mufi indeed 
be a wonder working man, if he can revert this tide, and 
make every where light, and correel: reafoning prevail. 
The beft mode of informing our conftituents is by the 
yeas and nays on our aas; this truly {hews, as a gentle
man from New-HampIhire has obferved, our doings, 
which are much more interefiing to them than our ab-

., {tract reafonings; thefe our conftituents will eafily form 
1 to themfelves ideas of when they know our votes. 

Mr. W. LYMAN (lVIaffilchufetts) faid that, if this refol11-
tion did not pafs, it cz-vould be advifable to find all the Print
ers to the gallery. 

l'Ar. W. S::\1Tr'H South Carolina) faid it \vas admitted 
on all fides, that it was' highly important for the people 
to receive the mofl: accurate information of the proceed
ings of the hOUle, and that the debates were in general 
extremely mifreprefented. Was it not then the duty of 
the houfe to remedy this evil <ltHl to adopt fuch meafnro:s 
as \'I'ould tranfmit to the people in every part of the TTnit
cd States the mofi accurate information of the conduct of 

• 
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their reprefelltatives? The houfe" had now an Oppol'tuni
ty of obtaining the fervices of a gentleman peculiarly difl:in
guifhed for the rare tllcnt of reporting with accuracy pub
lic debates: the compcnfation which would be adequate to 
fuch ufeful and laborious fervice was beyond the ability of 
any printer, the hou[e ought therefore to contribute to
wards it; the fum required was a trifle when compared 
with the advantages; it was no objet} : the only queftion 
then was '\rhether the ftenographer ought to be an oflicer 

. of the I-Ioufe; in that clpacity he certainly would be more 
eafily re:ftrained frOlll the commiffion of any wi1ful mifrc
prefel1tation. ]\11'. Smith did not feel the force of the ob
je~ions againfl dlC report. It ha.d been faid that although 
the members were now m.ifreprefented, yet they had it in 
their pm,ver to . publi:fh correa:ions; but thefe correClion~ 
""vere often overlooked, ,vhile the mifreprefentation ,vas 

. operating very injurioufly to the character of the member: 
this was ge:1crally the cafe in places remote from the feat 
of government; the mangled account of a debate was re
publifhed in a diftant paper, and the correC1:ion if it teach
cd the diH:ant printer, was generally difregarded. Among 
:the opponents to the report, 1\1r. Smith faid that he wa~ 
furprifcd to find the gentleman who reprefented this city, 
(IVIr. S'wanwick) who moye than any other member fhould 
have withdrawn his oppofition to the meafurepropofed; 
that gentleman's conftituents had it in their power at any 
time to hear the debates. of Congrefs; they were on the 
fpot; ought he not then in calldor to affiH: in facilitating _ 
to the remote citizens the means of obtaining the beft 
knowledge of the proceedings, and the matt correCt fbte
mcnt of the difcuHions of the houfe; ought they, from 
their remotenefs, to.be kept.in the dark, or to be furnifh
ed with fuch light as would only miilead ? Had they 

. not a claim on the hou[e to adopt fuch means as would ena
ble the citizens in every ilate to judge of the propriety of 
publicmeafures? The member from this city had ano
ther exc1u{1ye advantage; if mifreprefented he could cor
reC} th,~ error, ~:.nd tl:e correction w111 be read; that was 
DCI':: the c~f::~ ,\yirh the members of remoter flatcs, v ... hofe 
re;:: t~;:(ln l)~ight be l!ijured by mifreprefentation witbout 
a il:nl!ar adv;mtag': : the member from this city \vas in the 
n,idft: of his co~~n:itucnts; he had daily opportu!1ities of 
fe~~iI:g rizht al1Ymiitatcment by nerfonal e);planation. 

'-- .... ' - ... 

• 

• 
• 
• 
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• 
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Mr. SMITH faid he did not agree with fome Gentlemen 
that it was fufficient for the people to know what laws 
were paRed, without knowing the' previous difcuffions ; 
,·he thought on t~ie contrary, the favorable or unfavorable 
impreffion of a La~v on the public mind would depend in 
a great degree on' the reafons afIigned for .. ~nd againfl it 
in debates, and the people ought to know thofe reafons; 
when a Law paifes, impofing a Tax, would not thepeo
pIe be reconciled, if they faw from the di[f;uffions .of the 
houfe that fueh Tax was .. m~yoidable) and that the par
ticular mode of taxatic·n vIas tlle beft 'VlllC!l could be de-' 
"ifed? And ought this i,lformation to (:~pend entirely 
on the caprice or convenienc~:~ (,f the rC~~Jl·ters, who at-
tcnded when it pleafed them, ;'\n~\ wbo ~-l..',l~;:';·;~led jufl as 
much of the debates as they fO\,ndl~~~l :~. or patience to 
accomplifh? Mr. Smith faid, he;was~0:1v!nced that the 
errors which had excited fo much comjJLint W-:"',; not,the 
effect of defign, but merely of i:l".~t1equ~~cy to the tafk; 
very few were competent to fuch a bul~.!'lei,S, \vI:ich n;quir
ed peculiar 'ikill in ftenography, very labort?us ~J1plication, 
and a c1~ar c0mprehenfion of the {ubj~(t m't"tter uf drb~~te., 
It could not be CXI)CaC(~ that r,':.::.-foT!s 1,1U~ (I L1 a~ified 

i i 

would devote their whole tin:e to this tmfincL 'J'!::1 i.)ut an 
ample reward. The report \V~s objected to bc,~:}'_\.fc there 
was novelty in the plan; it was true the Houfe of Com
mons of England had no fuch officer, but their practice 
was not a fit precedent for us on this occauon, for they 
admitted no perfon to write down in_ the houfe their pro
ceedings; their debates were taken from memory. This 
honfe on the contrarY' had from its firft inflitution, facili
tated, by every accommod:ltion, the reporting their pro
ceedings. The thing was not altogether however without 
precedent; during the exiftence of the national aifembly 
of France there were officers of the houfe who compo fed 
a daily work called. the Logography, which was an exaCt 
account of the debates of that body. It had been aIked 
what contraul the houfe were to have over this officer? he 
anfwered that the Stenographer would be liable to be cen
fined or difplaced, if he illOUld be guilty of wilful mifre
prefcntation; it '\vould be always eafy to difcrimillate be
tween a calnal inadvertence, and a criminal milbtement: 
the officer's chara8.:er and talents, his refponfihility to the 
houfe, and his oath to report with impartiality, would 

• 
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-')c a fufficient pledge of his accuracy. l\Ir. Smith feriouf
iy believed, that the charaB:er of the houfe had fufiert'd 
from the erroneous ftatements which had gone rlbro,HI ; 
he wiilied to guard againfi this evil in future ;he was '.'"ill
ing, for himfe1f, that every fyllable he uttered within thnfe 
walls, {bould be carried to every part of the union, but 
he deprecated mifreprefentation. He was anxious tl:].t 
the truth {hould be know:1, in relation to every aB: of the 
government, for he 'was as fatisfied that the affeB:ion and 
confidence of the people in this government would in
creafe with the promulgation of truth, as that what;:;,,-?r 
it had loft of that affection <1.nd- confidence was mving al
together to the propagation of detraCtion and calumny. 
It was under thefe impreffions that he had originally 
brought forward the _propolit.ion, and that he now recom
mended the repor~jand flaving heard no reafons to change 
his fentiments off the (xpediency of the meafure, he {hould 
pcrfift in Ci:: I/orting-tt. 

~. -; 
, . ' . '1 , .' 

-

The cOl"Dmittre of the whole was difcharged from any 
furthe-rt COlliiciQ'atio!l of the fubjecr. 

. . . , 

REMARI(S. 
, . , , 

, 

The Houfe had nearly got upon a rock here, 
which. they would have found it difficul~ to get off 
from in fafety. Perhaps there was never a refolu-. 
tion propofed, at once fo apparently trifling and 10' 
pregnant with inifchief. Let any nlan refleCt for a 
moment on the fiate of parties in this country, and 
he will look with affright at the appointnlent of an 
officer, invelled with the po\ver of disfiguring every 
argument and even every phrafe that a nlember of 
the legil1ature may' let f~tll. The gentlemen who 
fupported the refolution, talk of his being fworn ; 
and, did \ve live in thofe good old tinles, when 
oaths \vere fuperior to the 11')irit of party, the ar
gument vlould be unanfwcrable: but, alas! thofe 
times are no more. Oaths all the Evangelifls are, 
in this enlightened age, little 1110rc than mockery. 

, 
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The members of the prefent Congrefs have every 
n1an of thenl f,vorn to luaintain the Confiitution of 

.. the United States, and yet, ho\v many of the~n do 
,ve fee at this moment firaining every faculty of the 
Inind to render it null and void? what, then could 
be hoped froIn a Stenographer. 

'V ere a perfea firanger to IHlen to a debate he: 
would contrafr a partiality for one fide or the other,' 
before it was half over. Every man in a popular 
govenuuent has his party; and ,vho can fllppofe 
that the Stenographer \V'ould not have his? It was 
£'lid that the I-Ioufe had a check upon him, in their 
po'wer to difuufs him from his office. But, this 
nlufi be done by a vote of the Haufe, and there
fore it could be no defence for a member 'who had , , 

the lnisfortune to find hiInfelf in a lninority. 

Indeed, this power of diflniffion is one of the 
'Worfi parts of the plan ; for, as the Stenographer 
,vould be loath to ,quit fo lucrative an emploYlnent, 
he would of neceffity be led to preferve a majority 
in his favour; and, \vhat w-ould be fo fure a way 
of doing this as nlifreprefenting the fpeeches of 
the minority? a meInbcr Blight complain; but the 
Stenographer, fecure in his majority, would laugh 
at hirn. Thus might a man of talents and inte
grity be officially reprefented as a fool or a knave, 
without having the poHibilityof redrefs. In vain 
would he endeavour to julli' himn~lf: the f~rorn 
Stenographer would be believed before him, and 
the l-Ioufe, by a foleinn decifion, ,vould detenl1ine 
that he had faid what he ncver dreanlt of: 

, 

Should an officer like this ever enter the Haufe, 
it is eafy to forfee that he will not be long wanted. 
The very fight of fuen a treinendous umpire 

, 

, 
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would frighten away all freedom of [peech. It is 
true 'the lnembers of, the Dlajority might prattle -
away, but thofe of the other fide would naturally 

.Jook upon themfeives in the fituation of a man 
who is nlaking a depofition. One party only \vQuld 
dare to open their mouths. ,Where there is no op,,: 
pofition there can be no debate, and, of courfe no 
need of a Stenographer. -

Mr. Smith's objeCl:ion to citing/the example of 
the Britifh Haufe of Commons on this occafion did 

-

not appear to me \vell founded. They permit no " 
one to \vrite down their ,vords after diem; yet I 
believe it will be ,allowed that their debates are very 
well reported, and this is a pretty good proof that 
an officer- for that purpofe is by no means neceffary, ' 

, ' 

• • ••• 

This gentleman mentioned the. officers of the 
Logf3graphy enlployed by the fecond:t'f adonal Af
'feII}.bly in France. Unfortunate inftance! the 
,French Conrtitution, that " mafter-piece of legif
" lation," \vhich was to laft a~ long as the round 
world, lafted only ten ITIonths and ten days; and, 
among the engines by which it \vas defiroyed, the 
office of the Logography claims, a confpicuous 

, place: There \vere ten' of thefe reporters. They 
,vrote in the literal charaCter: one took the firfi -
[entence, another the fecond, and fa on. Ten 
men were lnuch ll10re difficult to warp and cornipt 
than one \vould be" and yet we ever fee thein the 
decided tools of the. ftrongefi party. lVlembers 
complained of m~freprefentations, and had the fatif
factio!! to fee their cOlllplaints frill more disfigured 
than'their fpeeches. ~rhe confequence was, the 
few real friends of the Conftitution were obliged to 
hold the~r tongues). and fuffer the inflamatory har-

, 
• 

• 
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l'angue~ of their opponents to go forth among the 
people uncontradiCted. 

, 

I never like to hear the exanlples of foreign' go .. 
vernnlcnts applied to our O\Vll, ' particularly the ex
amples of what is call~d.thc government of France. 
I was aftonifhcd that a gentleman of Mr. Smith's 
good fenfe and good intentions fhould hold up 
for our ilnitation, or even lnention as an infi:ance, 
one of the moil: infidious 111eafures of an Aff'embly, 
who 'were guilty of eve~y crilne under heaven; 
who, after having repeatedly [worn to defend \vith 
their lives the inviolability of their fovereign, cooly 
planned an infurrecrion to hurl hilll from his 
throne, afterwards l11ade this very infurreB:ion the 
fubjeB: of an article of accufation againfr him, 
lnd decreed that their own perjury <[oas a virtue! 

, , 

lVIr. Lyman's hint for driving all the printers 
)ut of the haufe, unle s the re olution pq ed, 'was a . 
l:riki~g infiance of the dOlllineering fpirit, which 
;vould infallibly ha\'e overborn any Stenographer 
vho had been unfortunate enough to accept of the 
)ofi. 

• 

This -hint broke out, fome days after, in the 
fornl of a refolution, froll1 t'he lips of Mr. Ileath 
)f Virginia. "Refolved, that, until a Stenogra ... 
, pher be appointed, or further provifion nlade for 
, taking the debates of this Houfe, no printer be 
; permitted 10 j)ubli 7) al!flra8s 0 the Jpccches 0 mem-
bers, 1mlcjs permitted by lHcmber.f lllakiJ7X t/7(,,' jCliJzc." 

'his vias the fubftance of the . re101ution~ 'and a 
• • • 

li:lOUS one It IS. , 

Thefe 
- force 

, 

• 

• 

• 

gentIernen feclu to have been detcl:nlinecl 
their harrang ~lCS, at full length, down 

1) 

• 

, 
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our throats, or to keep us in a fort of political 
ftarvatian. \Ve muft either. fwallo\v theln by do. 
zens of yarus, as buffoons do ribbons, or \ve illUfi 
l1ever have a tafte. 

, 

.. I \vonder 'where Mr. LYlllan learnt a doCtrine 
like this. Such an idea could certainly never be 
engendered in the free temperate air of IVlaliach u
fetts. As to the gentleman froln Virginia I am not 
furprized; for, we kno\v that, when a fulky negro 
will not lick up his mefs c1ean, however infipid, 
difgufting and naufeous it may be, he is muzzled 
till his ftomach comes to. But, are we Pennfylva
nians to be treated thus? ·No, no, Mr. Heath; 
whe~l you get the governnlent on the other fide of 
the Potoma<:k, . you may, and undoubtedly will, do 
what you pleafe with it; but we have four years to 
live, at any rate; be not in fuch hafie to muzzle 
us then. . 

Should this refolution ever reach the other fide 
of the Atlantic, w'hat idea ,vill it give the Englifh 
patriots of our liberty of the prefs? If a mem
ber of the Britifh Houfe of COl111110nS were to pro
pofe fuch a tyrannical refolution, I fuould not 
·wonder to hear of his being fioned to death. Not 
publifh abftraCts froni fpeeches ~vithout particular 
pern1iHion! . The idea ~yas certainly in1ported from 
the borders of the P a/us ]/Jeotis. . 

• 

Had thefe t\vo gentlemen reftrieted the prohibiti
on to their own 'Peeches, I believe that neither the 
Haufe nGr the public would have cared 11luch 
,about the nlatter; for neither of thenl is of the Ci
ceronian fiamp. It is obfervable, that thofe ,vho 
appeared moft anxious for the appointlnent of a 
Stenographer, if we except one or t\VO, are anl0ngfr 

, the few whofe fpeeches can do theJu no fort. of ere .. 
• 
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rut with any party. . This is the way of the world. 
Animals, vvhether endued vvith the faculty of fpeech 
or not, [eeln to fly in the face of nature. The ug. 
Iy WOlllan is everIafiingly at her glafs; the owl 
thouo-ht her frightful brood the prettiefi little crea-

his voice is drowned in the hemmings, coughings 
and fnorings of his drowfyaudience, thinks he is 
uttering fentences that ought to be written in let
ters of gold. 

It \vas obferved in the courfe of the debate, that, 
if the pri.!.1ters c0111mitted error£, gentIcnlen Inight 
write out their fpeeches and fend thenl to the preis. 
To this Ivlr. Nichols replied, that he was above do
ing any fuch thing.-For Iny part, I 111l1fi confef..'), 
that, vvere I capable of making a fpcech, I fhould 
be too lazy to 'write it out for the N cws-Pape:::r;; ; 
but as to its being beneath a hnv-giver, I {hall fay 
nothing; for we have an ~xalnple before our eye~ 
of a folio orator in the Houfe of Affelnbly of 
Pennfylvania, ,vho . is fa far from thinking it be
neath him to write out:his fpeeches, that he even 
reads them from his feat, like a fchool-bov from hi5 

.I 

bench. I all ude here to one Doc7or Morpheus, who, 
finding his neighbours detennilled not to die under 
his hands, is no,,, endeavouri~lg to aiI~lainate the 
State. 'The State, however, feen1S to partake of 
the obfiinacy of his neighbou_rs, turning a deaf ear 
to all his prefcriptions. '"[he bolus of fedition 
which he had kneaded up for the J-\.iTenlbly, did, 
indeed, at firft, operate as a provocative 011 [oIlle 

of the 111elnbers [rOIn \Vhiikyland; but J lud::ily, the 
ioporific qualities of it iOOll beccunc predornillant, 
and, at lail:, abfclutdy iiTcilHible. j\t the cnd of 
, i' 1 ' I C"'·· . 1 tne econa paragr2.pn t lC ,n(unn~~!1 'V~L; percclvcu 

to yav\'l1, the third rocked hjln on~ ~G1d th;~ fOErth 

• 
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reached thc'door-keeper, at the further end of the 
paifage, and before the fixth was half fini:lhed, an 
old woman who fells apples at the gate, dropped 

. from her flooI. T,he political lY10rpbeus continued 
to fpread his poppies, till, perceiving the efFecrsof 
his bolus, he flunk off honle to his liver nippy and 
fo:!r crout., Should this quack in politicks as ,veIl 
as phyfick be fuffered to continue his leCtures, the 
Ailen1bly of Pennfylvania may 'write over their 
deors, as the French do over thofe of their burvinp· 

.I (:> 

grounds: "This is the place of everlafting fleep." 

After this little trip to the Land of Nod, let us 
return to our Stenographer . 

• 

I by no means call in quefiion the yirtue of lVir. 
H.obertfon, the officer propofed: on the . contrary, 
I fhould fuppofe his virtue ll1Ufl: be very high ; for., 
like that of Fielding's poft-boy, it is very high 
priced. If it be equal to his llloclefcy, it is certain .. 
ly beyond any thing reafonably to be expeaed' from 
a ii-ail 111ortal. rrhe hU111ble demand of four thou
fand dollars for the feiIion is not a great deal more 
than eight times as much as any luember of the 
I-Ioufe receives. The very nlention· of f uch a fum 
cannot fail to bring forth fwarms of Stenographers, 
as a warm night at the play-houfe is faid to hatch 

.. . 

C01l1cdians. .. 

I cannot conclude this article 'without rell1inding 
. gentlen1en of their cruelty to my poor Caledonian 

friend, Callender. I-fuw 'was he mauled! hovv 'va~ 
his Reg-titer torn to pieces! one took hiln by the 
viig, another by the ear; he writhed and winced 
211d jlunped about, as the French fay, like a frog 
UDOll a flTidiron. I much queflion if he vvere in 
10· 

~:Teater torture -'vvhen the conftables of fweet Edin-.-, 
• 

borough "vere at his heeb.· , Oh ! gentlen1cn fronl, 



- , 
Virginia! ho\v could you fo belabour this import-
ed patriot? a man that has not only forfworn his 
country, but has written, or rather tranfcribed, two 
whole "Political Progrefies" purely to curry fa
vour with you! nay, he has even blafphemed the 
l~reficlent, and juftified the non-paym.ent of debts; 
and yet, Oh, ingratitude! you could fmile at his 
agonies! if this be the way you treat your friends, 
I hope I {hall never be numbered amongft them; 
at leaft until your nlanners and principles change. 

One gentIen1an exprdled a good deal of anxiety, 
left the " Political Regiftcr" ihould defcend to po
fierity; but, let him quiet his fears on this ac
count; for, 'whether the fpeeches \vhich Callender 
has collecred were'U)ritlcn out or not, they are a 
11lore potent opiate. than any drug that was ever 
pounded in the lllortar of Do{for .1VIorphelts; and· that 
is faying a great deal, I am [ure. 

• 
• 

.)1. •• ,. •• )0 •• )0 •• 

• 

I nnw come to a debate, if a debate it can be 
called, which I 'would have the reader pafs over 
'without perufal, if he has a heart ready to take fire, 
when he fees . a wanton indignity offered to the 
greateft and n10ft eftinlable. charaCters • 
• 

• 

DEBATE ON HALF AN I-JOUR'S AD~OURN
ME NT. 

February 22nd. 

This ,vas the Birth-Day of General Wa 'hington. 
Tpe morning was relnarkably fair: the firmanlent 
decked in its brighteH: robes .. May it ever be fo! 
Never, never. maya cloud darken this aufpicious 
day! 

, 
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. The city 'was all alive: joy- feemed to 'gliftenin 
every face.; the \vorkInan had thrown by his han~
·mer and the houfewife her needle, to celebrate lhis 
fefiival of ,yalour ,wifdom, and true patriotifm. I 
'was going~ 'among hundreds of others, to fee the 
cannons' of the fiate fired on this joyful accafion, 
:when, paffing by the Haufe where the Reprefenta
rives meet, I perceived the doors open. I thought 
I\vould j. fiep in, and fee what they were about. 
I entered., found the gallery quite enlpty, -and was 
furprized not to find the houfe empty alfo. This 
furprize foon gave "Tay to indignation, as the rea
der win readily believe, when he hears what \vas 
pailing. 

• 

Mr. Smitb (from South Carolina) moved, that the 
Haufe adjourn for half all bOllr, in order to give the mem
bers an opportunity of congratulating the Prefident of th~ 
United States on the return of his Birth-Day. 

• , 

Strange to tell! this motion was oppofed. The 
ground of this oppofition was, that it was the du~y 
of the ao~fe firft to attend to the difcharge of theIr . 
legiflative funCtions, before they attended to the 
payjng of compliments. It \vas faid, on the other 
hap,Q., that it had been the practice, ever fince the 
eftablifhment of the general gov:ernment, for the 
Haufe to make a {hart adjournolent, for the pu:-
pofe mentioned in the nlotion.. . 

, 
. 

After forne converfation in this \vay, Mr. Gal-
. latin from Geneva, lafl from JiVhiflv1and) 11loved) 

that the words, "bal an ·bow-," be' t1ruck out, 

... 'rhis .ame'ndment was rejecred. l'he n10tion 'was 
then put, and lofr. ' 

• 

.Ayes 38. 
Noes 50 
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'Thus was it determined, by a majority of twelve,. 
to withhold from the Prefident a flight complilnent, 
which he had been accuftOlned to receive from the 
I-Ioufe, from the firll year of its exiftence. . 

I \vas but too right in faying, that, at the open
ing of the fe11ion, " he faw, ~ven alnong thofe to 
"whonl he addreffed ,hi nlfel f, numbers, who, to 
"repay all his labours, all his anxious cares for 
" their welfare, \vere ready to prefent hinl the cup 
" of hUllliliation filled to the brim." 

• 

• 

• • • 

. 

It was Mr. Parker, the blooming and fl'Ccollipli 'J-' 

ed IVIr. Parker, the hond! and virtuous Mr. Parker 
of the· rec State of Virginia, who' is as punCtual in 
the diicharge of hiki Iegiflative funCtions as his: con .. 
fiituents are in the difcharge of their debts: it was 
this celebrated gentlenlan., \vho opened the career, 
by a motion for not waiting on the Prefident with 
an anfwer to his fpeech to both Roufes. Mr. Park
er \vas, without doubt, perfuaded of the truth of 
Johnfon's nlaxim : . 

"Fate never \vounds mote deep the gen'rozu 
heart, 

'" Than 'when a blockhead' j in lilt points the dart." 

The exeufe," that it \vas the dutyof the-Houfefirfl: 
,', to attend to the difcharge of their legiOative fune:.. 
"tions," was the moft l11iferable fubterfuge, that 
ever iifued fronl the lips of Dlalevolenee. Hal o-;.z 
hour olily \vas afked for. I-Ieavens! How n1any 
half hours have been idled away this very feffion!' 2 \ 

'rhe Speaker fends \vord that he is indi 'Po ed.· ·Ad
journ! Adjourn! And this is repeated day qfter 
day. What 'would have been eafier than to appoint 
a Speaker pro tem!} if 111C111bers were fo reu1ifs in 

, 
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the" difchargc of thcirlegiiIative fLlnB:ions?" Y ct, 
this was _ not done, nor, I . believe, propofed; 
though forne one of thefe fifty indefatigable lueDl ... 
bers wer.e certail)ly prefent. How differently do 
nlen fee the fanle o~jea, under different circum. 
frances! the Spe2.ker's hC2.d-ache adjourns the fIou[e 
for whole days. But, h.71 an pour, a poor thir .. 
ty nlinutes, was too precious to be wal1:ed in arc .. 
fpecrful complinlcnt to the ben luan, perhaps, this 
day exifiing in the \.vorld ! 

- ~ -

The gentleman from rVhiflyland was, \vithout 
doubt, afraid, that the Illotion would .notbe rejeCt .. 
ed-altogether. He imagined the IIoufe had not fo_ 
far got the better of all decency, as' to CODle to an 
unqualified determination not to, 'wait on the~_Prefi ... 
dent, he therefore propafed to leave qut, the words, 

. "hal an hour." If this an1endment had paffed, . 
the Houfe wQuld have adjourned, not for hal an 
hour, but for the whole day; but then it wO.uld - . 
have feemed that they did i~ for thc:ir CVln pleafure 
and recreation, and not for the p'-:lrpofe of cOlllpli~ 
menting General vVafhington, the only thing that 
l\1r.· Gallatin feerns to have been afraid of . 

• • 

rrhis propofed' amendm.ent is an excellent ex
planation of the ambiguous excufe, " that it was 
" the duty 6f the I-Ioufe firft to attend to the dif~ 
" charge of their legiflative functions." What! 
would their duty pern1it thelll to feparate for th~ 
whole day, and not pern1it thenl to feparate for hal 
an h?ur? thefe gentlenlen [ecln to count time as the: 
French do their aflignats; a thirtieth part is nlore 
valuable than the whole. Mr. Gallatin appear~ to 
have [corned the fubterfuge. .No matter ho\v n1uch 
time - was fpent) or in v/hat nlanncF, fo that it \vas 

• 

• 



• 

31 • 

• -
not f()r the exptc[s purpofe of \-;yaiting on the Pre .. 
fident; fo that the infult was rendered acute. 

What null! have been the Prefidcnt's refleCtions, 
when he read the {ketch of this debate? an intrud· 
ing foreigner~ a Inere adventurer, who never fat 
hi51 foot in the United States, until long after the 
revolutioft, COllles here to arraign the condua of 
General \iVafhington, to alienate the affeCtions of 
the people frmu hiln, ·while he ban~s ·in .the funfhine 
of his govcrnlnent, ~nd reaps the fruits of his val~ 
our and his wifdoln. And, what are the fervices 
Mr. Gallatin ever rendered Anlerica? is this que
Il:ion neceffary? ·where is the lnan who does not 
recollect the alarm, the diftrefs, caufed by the 
Wefiern InfutreCtion? the million and a half of 
dollars that it coft the Union, befides immenfe pri
vate facrificcs? fifteen thoufand men forced fronl 
their bnfin~[') and their homes, to undergo one of 
the U10n: fatiguing lnarchcs ever performed, and 
'which nlany of them did not furvive, cannot alrea~ 
dy be forgotten. Afk any of thefe luen; afk the 
f~llnilies, the wido1.vS and orphans, of thofe who 
loft their lives in this expedition, what are the fer
Ylces Mr. Gallatin has rendered their country. 
j\.nd yet this ll1an l1D\V raifes his head among the 
legi.flzltors of the United States, and refufes thirt_y 
minutes of refpeB: to the yery luan, to whofe leni .... 
ty, to whofe anm~fly alone he owes, that he is no\v -
11 a fituCition to infult hiln. . ' 
• 

r 
,\Vhen I con1pare the detennination of the I-Ioufe 

'J Reprcfentatives of this day, with their conduEt 
.ncl that of the people, at the tilue of the Prefident's 
nftallation, I blufh for theln. 0 His journey [ronl 
lis feat in \!irginia to New York, \vas alnlofi one 
ontinucd tritnuphal entry. As he approached trw 
,)\'n1S, he found the road decked ·with laurd-.:m.d 

. ]~ . 
• 

• 

• 
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il:rc-\ved with Hewers. Someti111CS he was hailed 
,yith the firing of cannon, at others with thcril1g. 
ing of bells, and every \vhere with the {houts of 
. the multitude. Pr6cefiions ,vere formed to COil~ 
duEt hiln, the magiflrates, the nlilitary, nlen of all 
tr~des, conipanies of matrons and choirs of white~ 
robed virgins; It ,vere vain to attelllpt an account 
of the fdlivals, balls, galas, fireworks, illunlinati. 
011S, mottos,' fonnets, and· odes, in honour of the 
." Saviour of his Country." "]Vlerit (faid one of 
" his panegyrifts all this occafion "1\1erit lllufi: 
be great indeed, "\vhen it can cal,l forth fuch hon
" outs from a free and enlightened people. I-Ion
" . ours due to a nlan, whofe life has been one fe
" Ties of labours, which are upon a fcale that hea
." ven never before affigned to nlortal. Future gc· 
~, neratiolls will fay of him \vith the poet: 

. 

" So near perfecrion,that he 'frood 
• 

" Upon the bound'ry line 
• 

. 

" Of finite fronl il!f~lite good, 
" Of hUlnan fro~n divine. H 

• , 
, 

• 

'Vill " future generations" believe, that, in Ids 
than feven years after this unbounded ih-ain of pa
negyric was in vogue, the Reprefentatives of the 
people came to a formal detennination, that baij 
an hour was too much to be 'wafted in congratu~ 
lating this faIne illan on the return of his Birth-
Day? . 

• 

"\Vhen the Prefident firft accepted the honoura
ble poft he no\v fills, what ,vas the Hatc of this 
country? Suffice it to fay, that it 'vas fuch as ex
cited ilianle at honle and contenlpt fr0111 abroad. 
IIis acceptanc:e of the Prefidency infpircd a k'ind of 
national joy; it was the prefage of a profperity that 

• 
• 



\ 33 

\vas to heal the wounds of a long and tire[onle 
flate "of difcredit and confufion. rThe people 
clung to ~hinl as the anchor 'of their hope :ahd, 
have they been deceived? J-Iave not the riches and 
profperity of the -whole country far outHTipped 
what could be hoped for by the nloft fanguine ? 
IVIore has been accolnpliilied in the iliort fpace 6f 
feven years, 'under" the Federal governm.ent than 
was accon1pliihed in an age, under any other go
vernment in the \vorld. H~ then, the Prefident 
merited fuch high eulogiunls, at the tinle of his tak
l.Tlg on hilTI the adnlinifl:ration of this governlnellt, 
what does he lnerit no\v? Certainly· he does not 
merit to be infulted. Certainly thirty minutes of 
adjournment would not have been too nluch for a 
man, \.vho, a fe\-\'" yea~ .. s ago," frood upon the 
e.G boundary line bet\veen hUlnan and divine good-
e;; nefs." , 

" , 

Do the gentlemen of the Houfe of Repreft:mta
tives recollect, that not on] your eyes but the eyes 
of the \vorld are on them? , What \vill other nati-

• 

ons fay to us? . What will Europeans, who look 
on General. Wafhington as the firft of nlankind, 
and· \vho have heard and adlnired all our praifes 
befiovled . on hin1, what will they think of us and 
our Reprefentatives, when they are told of this thir-" 
ty rninutes decifion. We have often Doified that 
our Prefident was happier than any 11lonarch upon 
earth, as reigning in the hearts of a free people. I 
hope this tone \vill ceafe, until \ve take eflecrual 
D1eafures to guard hiIll againft future indignities. 
\Vhen a king is inflllted, we fee aIr the worthy part 
of his fubjeC1s prefs forward to the throne with af
[urances of their love and efteeln, and plcdg-inrr 

certain torpidity feen1s to pervade all this da[q or 
f()ciety: jf thch" \"riH!'~~~lre ki!EJ anJ £ln~TrcJ the), 

• 

• 
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nre ufelcfs, as 
aCtion. 

long as they do not breakout into 
-

" . " 

" 

, 
But, it would be unJuft 110t to fay, that "this de". 

cifion of the / I-Iollie of R eprefentatives, was very 
far frOITI bcirig fanCtioned by the voice of the peo
ple. rrhat voiG~ breathed fentinlcnts very ditferent 
ironl thofe of the oppofers of Mr. Slnith' S Dlotion 
for an adjonrnlnent; and of this the Houfe had 
a flriking aHd hUlniliating proof. ,For nly part, 
the Illotion "\vas no fooner loft than I quitted the 
Gallery, boiling with ie.dignation, and went to par .. 
tal~e "in the joHity of the day; but, the r..ext 
TI10rning, I had the fatisf~laion of reading the fo1-
Imving extraEts fronl the debates, that took place 
in my abfence. "1\1r. Nicbols," fays the reporter!! 
~~ offered his obfervations on the bill; but, fronl 
j;' the firing of cannon" beating, of drull1s, ringing 
" of bells, and huzzas, in honour of the Pr€/ident's 
~, Birtb-Day, it "\YCl,S iInpofiible to hear' what he 
~~ faid," 

Nothing on earth was ever more apropos than" 
this. How muft the oppofers of the motion have 
felt? fomething like a king of England, "when he 
heard the fhouts of his foldiers for the acquittal of 
the bifhops, whofe difgrace and ruin he had con
te"l11plated. If ever lnalice met it~ true reward, it 'was 
at this monlent. As if the people had faid: " you 
" have ailued a blovv at the reputation of our friend 
Ii' and father: you \viih to perf uade us, that he i3 
" no longer "\vorthy of our love and veneration; 
q but you iliall not fuccecd. I-Ie is as dear to U~ 
,; as ever. You 111ay continue your han-angues; 
,~ but we will drown vour voices ,vith our accla .. 

'" ~, Inations fcn~ the return of the happy day, th4t 
h" h 1 rl " . t "gave In1 to t e wor!~, . . 

• 
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It is "vith triumphant fatisfa8:ion I obferve, that 
the 22nd of February was never fo honoured as t~is. 
year. Every State, every town in the Union, re
founded with fdtivity and joy. The city of Phila
delphia, ever clifriIfguifhed for its attachment to the 
Prefident, feelned trulyfen11ble of the treafure it 

. poffeifed. The theatre, the circus, the ball-rooms.> 
even thofe of private parties, were decorated \vith' 
emblems of his wife and heroic deeds. Every heart 
overfIo\ved "'lith gIadnefs and gratitude. A fe\v fa. 
litary breafis in Congrefs alone, lllourned ~unidfr 
the joyous fcene '; as the poifonous plants under the 
torrid zone are faid to flag and droop, while thofe 
of falubrious ualitiis raife their heads, flourifh and 

-

bloom. ' . , 
• 

• . 

Though I an1 not an acln1irer of toqjls, I fhall 
clofe this article \vith one, drank at NC'l()fl;'k, as it 
feems to expreis 'the general fen ti1l1ent of the pe04 

pIe of the United States, on this occafion. ~'The 
" illufiriolls lVa 'Ji,ngton, our beloved Prefident, in 
" ,vhom are united the talents, of a confulnlnate 
" General; an honefi Patriot, and an enlightened 
"Statefman. May the day of his nativity be 
" marked in the calendar of time, and confecrated 
" as a f~fl:ival \vorthy of the celebration of the 
" lateft ages; but 'et blacknefs of darkncfs for 
~, ever reft upon the accurfed hour, that gave' ex • 
.f~ illenc'e to bis unprincipled caiumniat{Vr.f," 

, . 
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• 

, 

, 
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• 
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DR'BATE ON ,THE BILL 'AlFrHORIZll\J~G A 
LO/1N FOR' THE USE 'OF THE CI2-'rOF 

UT ASIIINGT01V. , 
• 

• , 
" 

\ .' 
February ~ 3 rd . , 

• 

• , , , , , 

This debate was very. long, and rather uninterefting ; 
but, as I l11ean . to fpeak, on it myfelf, ,I cannot with can ... 
40ur refuf~ to "give a' [ketch of what was {<lid by cne or 
~wo of my opponents, to enable the re:lcier to judge be .. 

. . ~ - - ' 

tween us. 
, • 

, IVIr. SWANWICK (-\vho fpoke on the fame fide that I 
:£hall do )l.iflaid, that he objecled to' the b~:l genei'ally upon 
the fallle growtd as yefterday, '\vith refpeEl:to joining the 
fecurities of the lots and the faith of the United States to~ 

• • 

gether. He aiked how the pailing of this bill could giv~ 
value to the buildings' of' the Fe'deral City? Is it not, 
faid he, already enaaed that Congrefs {hall fit there in 
the year 1'80I? The value 9f the lots, he faid, ',vas to 
be increafed only by the felling' them to a number ofper-
fvns. 'The city mull:' owe its profperity to its peculiar ad
vantages as a commercial fpot, ,ahd,110t from its being the 
feat of government. ' It was, therefore, the interefl: of the 
United States to fell the lots and induce the people to fet
t1e~ there. , The ,hig~er' price t11e lots bore, the greater. 
would be the obfl:acles to fettlement. Hit was the inten-" . 

fion bf.theUnited States to grant HlO11ey for the completion 
of the buildings let the Houfe f~y fo~When it· was firfl: 
propo(ed to remove the govenunent to the' Federal city) 
it waS faid that:it would be theintereH: of perfonsto give 
lots to encourage the government to come there. The fecu
ritynowaIkedfor was never contempbted. He had, however, 
noobjeEl:ion to the Unit~d States grantingmoney, buthewas 
againft the making of two loans, one on the credit of the 
United States, and another on that of the United States~ 
2nd certain lots. 

Mr. BRENT (from Virg;nia) [aid, 'that it had been ob .. 
ferved, that if the lots be :l fui1icient furety for the loan, 

• 
why guaranty it? at pn.:fcllt, he [aid, the lots were !lot 
f'1{f.r;~·tlt IvIr B· r"'nt ol-.f"c-",1 j7,·f .. 7", 1,://1",.[:.. ••. ,//"'''7<>''''''/'/ ;,.-L_J.. .... _ ... _-4 •• \,.... U .. .J \- ...... ;'"._ .. 1.. .... , ... .1. .... (...~.,/I.-' •• ~/ • .. - .... j ......... 

, , 
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, 
.fOJ!/iticrcrZ tiS the tOt!cljlOJlC t~ &tcrmhle r;.vZ1cthcr the /!?at ofg?'uert:-
mOlt 'lv/II go 10 the ballks qftl1t' PGtomack, or not. I\:1"otives of poli':' 
cyanrl economy,andobjeCl:i~ms to increafing the public debt, 
will not apply in this cafe; the very aCl provides fun~s 
to guaranty the loan, for though the property, until the 

.. propofed loa!l be guarantied, would fell for a mere tr!fle, 
'when it is gltaralltit'd, it" will fell for a great price; fa great 
a difference \\'ould it make, that he believed property 
which will then fell for two millions of dollars, wQuld not 
otherwife be worth 100,000 dollars. If, therefore,. gen~ 
tlemen are againft the bill from economical views, they 
are mifiaken; for, it was his opinion, that ~he property 
would not only payoff the loan, but eventually be a C01!fi

derable fimd to<wards the difcbarge of the public debt. It had 
been fuggefted that the United States were under no oh
ligation to make this guarantee. He thought d.ifferently-; 
he believed the credit of the lTnited States materially con~ 
cerned. The public have relied ful1y uPQn. the counte
nance of government in the bufinefs, many perfons, In
deed, have made great facrifices to procure lots in this 
ne\v city, and, if after holding out temptations to people, 
government fnould not go there at the propofed time, all 
thefe perfons will be ruined, and a )lain 'lvill be laid O'll f,~,~ 
nati:J1Ja/ character. He hoped, therefore, no objection. 
would be made to carrying the bill into efFect . 

• 

lYIr. GILES (from Virgillia) \vifhed to remark on wl1:1t had 
fallen from a member from PennfyJvania ydl:erday, with re·
[peEl: to the law providing for the removal of the feat of go
yernment. 'Ihn! /ww, hejaid, djtJered from all others. The 
Conftitution itfelf, he i~lid, prefcribes the rule, the act 
only fixes the fpot where it fhould be carried into effecr. 
~[hc all is, therifore, 110t npfal1b!e • . The Coni1itutioll docs 
not give a pO\ver to fix upon t\".ro fpots, but upon one fpot. 
Re thought it necefi~ry to make this remark, left he 
might be fuppoiell tD countenance the opinion he comba
ted. It had been renlarkcd, that it would be in fome de
gree degrading to the ·United States; to borrow money on 
the credit of lot~) ; he thought difrcrcntly, and fh:::\ved that 
it w~s a common th~ng il'l governments to tCH-rOV.- moncr 
on diflcr,:;nt [umb. It had he en \vii11ed to difconncc.1: 

'" 

1 f · '" - . '1n t 1e g"OYLTillnCnt ~"Cl't'l. tIle IJI!nncis ,Vhlll:': ::::OYc ..... nmC!11" 
~ ~" 

~rtt'11.,IIltic,1 ~ilC' 1'")'11"1 'lIP i:I~·l J' ~ TVOlll-l -'J1" 1· .. 110 G~;n:'!'r>l"'-\3 L. • ~," ... J, I'..... , ,__, ..l'.) !.. ~ \,. I ~ .. ~ .... '-.,.. • .1_\...~ ...... .tVI_-

• 

, 

, 

• 
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• 

• 
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\vhcther the loan \\"as bottomed on the lots or otherwife • 
The liature of the engagement was the fame. The que ... 
ftion was whether the Haufe would 2grce to guaranty 
the loan, or not . 

• 

lYlr. GILES faid, that he h<1d fecn and w~s acquainted 
with the buildings· carrying on in the Federal city. He 

· thought the hOllY ereEling for tbe njidence of the Pr~fidcllt 
'U}flS much too 1J1ag1J&fj~'Cllt, much more fo than was intend-

· cd. Every onc tho'ught fo who faw it; but this was nD 

reafon fori obfiruEting the progrefs of the bufineL'). He 
hoped the bill would be formed in a manner fo as to meet 

· the general fenfe of the Haufe. Though he had o~!eaed 
to the grandmr if the hOllfl intemf,ed for the PriftdeJlt, he 

· would have the buildings for cOltgrift ereaed 011 a grand 
fi:a!e, and fitted for the repnfmtatives oj" a great and free pea .. 
pIc.··· .. 

. 

The BiH was fina1ly 1");committed. 

-
RE1".fARKS. 

• 

The reader has heard '\vhat was faid on both fidc~ • • • 

t)f this quefiim.1, and I hdrve no\v to beg hiln to at- -
tend to ""hat I would haye faid, had I been a nlenl" 
ber of COl1gre[s. . 

• 

1\1r. CHAIRMAN,-

It is well known, that 1 am 110 ora tot; that I 
[peak right on, Inaking my tongue the true inter .. 
preter of 111y heart.· You will not therefore ex
peCt fronl me the 'wily fophiftty of a G-' tin, the 
quibbling of a G\ - les, the verbofity of a B ,win., 
or the patriotic bombaft of a Liv I tall. ,'" 

It is feIdom, Sir, that I trouble the Iioufe with 
my fentimcnts on any quefiion '\vh,~.tever. T'here 

. are fo In any gentlemen among us, \vho arc fpeechi
fiers by proft:!iIion, '\-vho deck eve1"Y fubjeCt, howe
vcr fierile and 'trifling, with all the flowers of the 

", .. 
• 

, 
• 
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~ne can have little chance of being heard with any 
degree of patience. On the prefent occafion, hoy;-· 
ever, . there gentlernen do not feenl to be COllIe, 

like the bee., loaded \vith fweets; the few they 
• 

have brought with thenl are already fcattered 
abroad, and have loft their fragrance.: and, as the, 

;,~ day is not yet far enough advanced to countenaricc J 

-"f an adjournlnent, permit ine to hope for indulgence, 

~g t\vcen this and dinner; or, as our ploughnlen have 
:;,; it, while I take a gentle turn to wind do'\vn the fun . 

• , 
~- ~ i, '." 

, 
• 

~.. . , 

~>f Should gentlemen find thelnfe1ves inclined to 
':' rcpofe, as I have often been in lif1:ening to them, 
" I beg thenl not toftand upon cerenlony, but to 
~; loll back at their eafe, and leave' Ine to jog qui-
- ' 

: ctlv on. , 
• 

, • , 

v..,r e are called upon, Sir, to guaranty a loan, 
. for which th~ lot50f ,the City of 'vVafhington arc 
. to be a ecuri/y; and the gentlelnan from Virginia, 
: 1v1r. Brent, tells' us, that, though the lots are at 
, p~'eieat \voTth but a mere Iri e, they \vjl1~ . \vhen 
'. guarantied, be of great ~l'alue. 'rhis is rather ob

.'. knre, I ihal1 therefore endeavour to explain it by 
~; (on'iparifon ;' which, I make no doubt, I [hall do 
1 tD the fatisfaction of the Haufe. Suppofe I had a 
, lut, not \vorth a brafs farthing, and was to draw a 
• Eote payable out of the produce of this fame 10t, 

fad1 note \voald be 'worth but a " mere triJ1e;" but, 
\\'hen endorfed by a 111an of credit, it 'would be 
" of great value;" becaufe the holder would al
\vays kno\v where to look for p~ylnent. 

, 

But the friends of the guarantee do not flop 
'rhey allure U~, that it \vould render the 

F 
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, 

• 

• 

lots fo very valuable as to " create acolifiderable 
" fund to-wards the difcharge of the public debt !" 
Much as I \vifh to fee that debt difcharged, Iby 
no means approve of its being done by taking ad
vantage of an overftrained generofity: rfhe· Vir
gini~ns have n~ofi gencroufiy befto\ved, part of the 
land, and, not content with that, they now offer 
u3,'an opportunity of paying off the public debt\vith 
liJcculations in the lots. I anl one of thofe , .. ' ho 
are willing to forego any and every oiTer of this 
kind. I anl.\villing that the Virginians thenlfelves 
i110uld be pennitted to guaranty. this loan, and re
ceive exclllfivcly all the inlnlenfe advantages accru
ing ~hei·efr(nn. '. Le.t then~" undertake :the negocia
tion upon theiI~ o\vh bottonl, which, fronl the great 
credit they enjoy in foreign countries, they cannot 
fail to eifctt'.upon the Inoft reafonable· terms. ' 

, 

It is faid, that foreig-ners will not 'venture their o . 

money on the lots, becaufe they can foral' no idea 
of their value; neither can I, and this is another 
reafon for .lnywilning to leave the bilijl1cfs in the 
hands of thoic \vho are UD011 the fpot, ?nd w·ho 

L . 

feelll to· be the only perfons intereHecl in, the lIlil-tter . 
• 

, 

'T'he gentlelTIclL1,who luade l1S the bounteous 
propof:ll fer pay ll~g ofr the public d~~bt by thenleailS 
of the guarantee, concluded \vith an ~rl'gll1nent, 
\vhich, I belie~..re, h~ conceived to Glrry rnore Yicight 
\,<lith it : that is; unlefs the government \yent to th~ 
City of vV ~fhi:ngton at the til11e fJ)ccified by· the ('ta, 
it would be. " a Jicin on tbe natiOl:tt/ ch"lrm'7t'r." ,
I pc1.rticipate \vith )vlr. Brent in his anxiety for our 
national charaCter, and,lll1 "lad to have it in 111V 

l.J ' 

power to cO:lvince hin1, that it could be in no (bn~ 
frer fronl the cli[l.DDointlllCilt he 1Cl'111S fo nw.ch 
,~ ~ ~ 
'(. ... r ..... -'1"..... r (-'.. , 1 '... ~ , 

1 ~ \,./ .• \" , \..:,' .. " .. ' 0·" 1·J1"· '1 ~(r'-""':' c· " C 1/"\'/·~ ." \'(': \T CC)'! l'-~ 1:'~""'--1 -. j.), ,f·~ 1 
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Union, Sir, tenacioufly, adhering to a la',\" n14d,~ 
exnrefsly to, 1kreen its citizens fr01n the obliv'atiol1 

1 U , d' (' 1 " 1" il 1 b '1 " ot Hcnarglng LJelr JU t GC .... ts; anc! ,\ve nai/e lcell 
- , TT ~ r I' 1 • f' h J. j' , tins vei"y .i-louIe palS a retOlUl:lOl1 'or t ~~ lcqueltratlon 

C f ~11 dn1ot" ("Ie -1r:." 0111 '\I~l''''~l'''''l~~ to +-1,,"';r c···,,;;t-r-···· ~.... c: .. ~ "'" u, L... .. .a. _~ ...... 1. ..... 1 L(t ~oJ _~ Li.L'-'.L .:.. '-'\....L ........ ___ .J 1·> 

in C'r-cat nri~aii1. N eith·::x of thele has ever been 

called a frain on our nztional charaCter; and, if 
thefe are not, if our character is proof again11: 
there, I imagine '\re have little to fear froln the gc-

, ' • 1:)1 '1 1 1 l' I "11 vernInents ren13Jlllng at 1. l1L3.C l'::lplua. \V11 nlel1-
tio!1 anothi~r i1111ance, Sir, frill frrong~r. If We! 

look back into the journals of Congrefs, \ve fnall 
find the king of France Hiled, our great and gr;,'}d 
o/Iy, oUr friend and ddi'ut..'rtr j and yet \ve have 
~pplaudeJhi3 11lurd . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 
there the Chairman \vol!LI ha':c c:l1cd n1e to or-

L 

der, upon \vhich I ihould have 1~liJ] Sir, I [houl:.! 
be J.O··I-V +0 l)'~Qal,.. tI1"Otlo,h tIlt> ~'lll,"''' ()L' l-hI':' T-1 ""'rf> . Ie 1 J L 1 \.,..( ... ~ 1 _,~ '-' J.. V\.") _ 1. .) i s..\ J lr.. .... ,'\....o , 

and, I n1lde infifr that I anl perfcCl:ly in order. ]'I:e 
geatlelnan ii'oIn Virginia had lajd great {hcf~ on 
what he prelulTIcd would be ~ ll:ain"on our l1ztio
nal charaCter. I looked upon l11yfclf as entitled tq 
prove, that he was l11ifl:aken; :lnd I certainly had a 

, J 

right to do [his, by brin"'illl! f;)l'\vard what I COl1-o c) , 

ceiyed to be 111uch bett'2r c"lklllatcd to im ')I'd'S a 
L 

rUlin, and \vhich, however, had not produ-=~d 1:h;lt 

1(" 1 .' h " .. " 
I t, '1cq-Pl-o""'e t D"::> ~T"l' ',In V c1p~ '. '" ~I 'I~ 11 '~';'n "'11 , !.~ ... '\"".- .i. , .. '-L '-' \~ c.. ,:') to.. ... ~ ...... \ J.'_1.. 1. .. '.:. J. ~ •. ' . 

J 

the queflion, the gentlernan led the '\"lay, 
, .. ' 

anti 1 
1 r 11 . h ' n fi 1 ~. ' 1 1 "t1 ....... s ""'11 Y IO O..,. .... .,.'·lg· '111 lj-.,~ Il r-S '-..'''"1. O'-~ 7'" O· ~Tr-., .. ,', G. \..", 1 v\ 1..1 L 1 1 .~. .......)i...,.. \....-\., "":J...ll, ~ .1'... ".,~ 1. 

the debates of this Hour~, and von ".l"ill ice to v:h;.Jt -
a nut-fllcll cOlllpafs they "\vill be rellL!c~d, if ;.C('~! 
exclude all the extranCOlIs 11latter. If nlernlx:rs arc 
to be bound down' to tIl:: fi:nple quefti811 bci{Jr~ 
t 11f''>,''>11, l'r/ no I !at-LI'['ll,le oJ'!!.' -1=""''''·:;')111'' nIIO~'Y'~c.j . 

4 ~ _ _ _ ... '-.l.i ,":; • ~ U.ll _. ~ (t _-,' VV:: !. f) t; ! 10 
~ 

little fCnnbles to France fo!' eubgin:n Zlld to G r::~tl-
Britain for invedive, he,I";.v 1.,1(, vi)l~ lnl·,.()'il'l"~ :::':1'" 

J ) ~ .. -~. '"'''0.... -, .......,~., 

that patriotic n1clnb;;n~ wc)ald b~: Z.'b:2 to give proofs 
• , 



• 

• • 

• 

• 

of their diligence, by eking out the feffion to fix 
or feven n10nths ? ,·Your aiTent, Sir, to the juH:. 
nefs bf thefe obfervations, encourages me to take 
up the thread of 1n y a,rgulne.nt. 

If, on the day of our P0111POUS, reception of the 
French Flag, poor ffiurdered Louis had rifcn ll? 
through the floor, and faid: "Ungrateful Alneri
" cans! you 'who flattered nle in the honI" of my 
c:' profperity and your diftrefs; you who called TIle 
~, your deliverer; you wqo TIlade public rejoicings 
" for the day of TI1y nativity, are now joining hands 
" with the very ll1en who led TI1e to the block; 
,:; are· cxprefiing " your fincere and lively fenfibiii
" ty, your fympathy.and affeCtion" towards thenl; 
,~ are giving a pompous reception to the emblen1~ 
" . of their triulllph over me, at the very I110nlent 
,; that my portrait, which was to be the n1elnento 
" of llly fervices and of your gratitude, is h~ng
" ing up within your ·walls." If the fj1ect:re of this 
injured prince had thus. fpoken, what fhould 
'we have hid? -I know a Inel11ber who would have 
replied: llvaunt, " ermined ll10nfier!" But, for 
111y part, I iliould have felt the ftain ; I {hould have 
thought myfelf fpotted as a leopard. And yet, Sir, 
this has never been Inen tioned as a fl:ain on our na-. .. 

tional character. To apprehend, therefore, any 
danger from our not re1110ving to the banks of the 
Pato111ack, is to fi:rain at a gnat, while "v-e fwallow 

• a gIant. 

l\luch has been raid, Sir, on the n1anner in 'w'hich 
the buildings of the City of \Va!hingti1n have been 
conduaed. 'This is a brti,nch of the fubjeCt that I 
fhould have pc:dIcel over in filence, had it not been 
for an. exprefiicn or tvvo that fell ii·oln another 
gendenutn froDl Virginia, Nlr. (~ile~. That gentknian 
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()bfervcd, that " the houfe ereCting for the rcildence 
~, of thePrefident 'vas nluchtoomagni zecnt /'but that, 
" though he obje8cd io tbe grandeur of the hou[c 
~, interidcd for tbe Prf!jident, he ,voultl have the 
" buildir:gs for Co 77grEjs erected upon a grand 
,= ~'ak, and fitted for the Repre en!ali'7,}es of a grcat' 
~~ and free people." I do not choofe, Sir, to let 
this fally go abroad unnoticed, left the \vorld :lhould 
ilnagine us all tainted vvith that ungovernable vani
ty, ,vhich feems to have cngroifed the foul of our 
unfortunate colleague. 

The gentlenlan is 2.fraid that the houfe of the 
Prefident nlay be too mcgi7i "teent; but that \vhich he 
expeCts to occupy biiJ!/c!j, he willies to fee upon a 
grmzd ,(cale- IVlodell. 111211! The Prefident is to be 
kept ,vithin the \valls of ~ plain building, to remind 
hiln of the low'liucJs of his dl:ate, of his being the 
(urrvClnt of the pubFc; y;hile IV1r. Giles is to ftrut 
~beneath the roof of buildings upon a grand cale, 

f- n i"''''.........o ../: r·'" f,...,.-f'r:"o .... ' n' • , .r.. df'" • R. ~ .• ' l 
lL.t", .1.U ... til .... .A. epr{jtn~Li." L'"S 0 .... a gr"at peop e ~ or, 
in other \:Y-Qrds, for the great Repre./entatives of the 
people. 

. I am thinking, Sir, that the public 'will do well 
to keep us \vithin a plain building, or laIn atj"aid our 
heads will fOOll be turned. We 'are in abfolute 
need of being dieted, for we are grafping not only 
fit all honour but at all power too. If \ve once 
enter the pile propofed by our colleague; if ,\ve once 
get under thofe cor~nthian coltllnns and ftarry 
vaults, we {hall expeCt other things on a " grand 
(cdle" alfo; ,\ve IIlUft hvae our coaches-and-fix, 
• 
our led horfes, our pCl..ges, our groOllls, our huntf. 
l1~en and our buck.hour:ds; our villas, baths, fo:bs 
and beds of i1ate. vVe l11ay expecr, in due titne, 
to hear tIle g~~tl~nl,:.n from Virginia propofe a e-



• 
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raglio, as among the conveniences of the" RCire-
" pre entati'ves of ~ great and ree people." 

, 
• 

Much do I fear, Sir, that if vIe \vere once got 
, in pofieiIlon of all thefe nrettv things, \ve fhould be 

.&. J j, 

very loath to return to our hU111ble dwelEn~Ts and 
~ , 

our homely fare. In {hort, I think \ve 1l10111d do 
like the great ,Repre entatives of the French; that 

_ is, declare ourfelves pennanent, or, at leail, order 
t~le people to eleCt nobody but ourfelves, which 
anlounts to exactly the faIne • 

. ' But, \VC are told, that this building upon aLf!;rand 
cale, is-not intended as an honour to us, but to , 
our conftituents. This is the very glill-tral) which 

. the poor filly French have fallen into. Every thing 
that their grovelling 10\\,-bred tyrants have afiun1::d 
to thenlfelves, . has been done under the fnccious 

.L 

pretext of doing honour " to a great and free peo-
'~pIe." 'l'hey have fcized on all the palaces in the 
kingdol11 , on the royal ftuds, coaches, and eyery 
other article of ]uxu:r:y, for their O'l.Vll exc1ufive 
ufe; they wallovl in fUl11ptuoufnefs, whne their rag
ooed flaves have but t;vo or three ounces of di:i:ty-
() 

coloured bread a day, and, 'if they 111urm.u:r, they 
ihoot,thenl down by thoufands; and, all this is f~Jr 
the '~honour of a great and free p~npl.~." 11. 
gre1t people, a free people, a fovereign people, 
and the like, arc very pretty phr:lfes: they tickle 
the ears of the l11ultitude; but, f110ulJ they per
ceive how completely the dcnlagogues transfer this 
grandeur, liberty, and iovereignty, to then1felves, 
perhaps they would ceafe to ad~l1ire thenl; and 110-

thino- feen1s better calculated' to open their eyes, o . 
1 1~· 1 • ~. 1 l' 1 1 ' '1 ' L1an . eClng tnen1 111 a lp.CllCllC pZL(~ce, \Vl1LC t11ey, 

(" 1 l.n 1 I' . . . n1any or t lenl 'at lead:, arc OD.~gCd to put up wan 
log-huts. 

-
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It,is becorn~ 'a prevailing faihion" all10ng the op
pqfers of our governnlent,tdconfine the expref.: 
{i()n," Reprefentatives ofthe:---people,,'."to thi:) 
Haufe only. But, -Sir, is not this a very falfe, -as 
,vell as dangerous notion?· -,- Is' not the -Prefidenrthe 
Reprefentative of the people as \vell as Mr. Giles? 
Yes, and of the whole of the people too, _ while 
Ivlr. Giles reprefents but a very fmall part 'of one 
State. - 'fhe epithet immediate- is Jometilnes prefix
ed; but then, Mr. Giles can be -the immediate re
pre cntati7Jc of no nlore -than-an--eighieenth part of 
the State of Virginia, while the Prefident is the im
lnediate reprefentative of the whole Union;; for the 
reprefentation muil ever ,be ininlediate; though the 
election Blaynot. If therefore, a 'preference is 
due to any branch' of the governmel1t,' the Prefi.:. 
dept feenls to have, a better title, to i~ than any of 
118, and feeing the thing in this light, I cannot 
help look_ing upon theobfervation of the -gentle
n1an frolllVirginia as extremely. improper, if not 

. indecent. - . . ,~ ... .) ... : _ .. 
, , 

-- , , , 
- -

I thought, Sir, I,heard the \vord' CajJiiollnenti
oned during the debate. 'For the love of 1110cidly, 
I hope the Congrefs· I-Iou{i,; is not to be called 3-

Capitol.' If this be the cafe,·. it \vill be necefI~uy to 
go a flep further, and a{fU111e the mafquerade elrefs 
of the French Romans. Hu'"v pretty we {hall look 
. I 1 • 1 l' r l' hI -111 0:1:; Wll1te rOIJCS, nelCel1( lng to our toes, a ue 

girdle about our ,'\'ai11s, a fcarlet cloak on our 
i1louldcTS, and a red Iibe1-ty cap on our heads! Let
tLcnl aU be ,vell clnbroidered \vith gold, as thofe 
of the ]?rt'l"'ch lcgiilators are to be,. and, if they 
ate even iet 'with p:~·ecious itones, it will be an ad
ditional proof of our jealouiy for the honour of 
"a <.~TC'(d and ji<(!(;' p;;'ap!e." \Ve illalI, indeed, 
b1 ing 011 ns a ridicule equal to that excited by the 



• 

-

• 

• 

• 

upfi~rtpettifoggers of the National Affen1bly,when 
they infified on the FoldiI1g-Doors ·of the Lauvre 
to be . thrown open at their approach; but, let the 
world be merry: while. We -are fwaggering about 
in our confular robes, we :lhall care but little whe .. 
ther we are called anlbitious buffoons or not. 

• 

• 

-

This idea _ of a Capitol feems to be borrowed 
from· the State of Vil~ginia, the Aifembly~Holife of 
which' has taken _ that' nanlc.For \Vh2t reafon it 
\vas there adopted, I know not, unlefs it be, that 
there are fuch nunlbers of Crefars and Pompeys in 
the neighbourhood, ,againft . whofe ambitious pro
jeCts the' grave and virtuous fenate are ever vigilant 
to preferve the liberty of their country. The Ca .. 
pitol of Virginia refembles th~t of. Ron1e alfo, in 

. that it has a. ave~ lJlart in . its vicinity,' 
. --

I lhall no\v , Sir,. return to the propofed gUal-an-
tee, and advert. to another of the forcible argu w 

lnents of 1\'1r. Brent. This gentlen~an tells lls,that 
" the guarantee is the touchHone to prove whethcl
" the feat of governnleilt is to be rcn10ved or not." 
I am willing to t;.'lkc·. the genrlen1an at his words. 
I am willing to ailo\\t-, thatrefufil1g the guarantee 
of the loan,: \vill an10unt to ;l declaration of our 
wifh to remain where weare; and, with this "ie-w, 
I G'lall give the refufal Iny hearty fupport . . . . . 
. I-Iere a loud cry of, . hear hilll! hear him! . . I an1 
glad to find, lVIr. ChainTlan, that gentlemen are 
iq -difpofed to hear; for, I can affure them, that, 
what I h<lve to fay, is 'not only \,vorth hearing, but 
attending to aifo. 

I look forward, Sir, to the day of rcnl0ving the 
governn1ent to the banks of the Potol11ack, as the 

• 

, 
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and you-will fee, that the fate of every popular go.· 
~ vcrnment in a great meafure depends on the d ifp 0 .. 

~ !ition of the people immediately in its neighbour .. 
9 . hood. - I could cite you a thoufand exanlples" fronl 
~ the fall of th,e Grecian States down to our own 
~, '-

~ date; and, as the gentlenlen on the other fide .of 
~l the I-Ioufe arc fo fond of flying to Francc, I truft I 
fi ihall be excuf,ed for doing the i~une • 
. -,","" .-, ~ 
" -j' 
;: -"1 . • 

• • , 

'" 
~ When the Conf1:ituent Affembly conceived the 
~ deflruCtiveprojettof annihilating the government, 
~ which their conftituents had pofitively ordered thein 
~f to aid. and ftrengthen, ,vhat did they do? Remo
,~ ved thenlfelves to Paris, \vhere they knew the great
~~ eft nUlnber of difaffeaed perfons \vere affembled~ 
1 

'J. The confequences are but too 'well kno-wn . 
• . ' :;1 

.~ 

:: 

; . We are not ignorant of the general difpofition 
\ of the State to Y.1hich this governluent is to be re .. 
! moved'. 'lV' e have feen its· legiflature, . during this 
l very feffion, foliciting every State in the Union to 
~ join them in reducing this government ~·o a nlere 
.\ democracy. Nor can any. of lIS have forgotten 
' .. ~ the public invitation to the people of other States; 
.\ to eppofe the treaty with I-lis Britannic IVIajefry 
,~ by open force, boaning that there were " a hun
~ " dred thoufand free, and independent Virginians," 
;'1 retidy to firike the firfr blow. Can it be fuppofed, 
i then, if we 'were no\v a1felubled at the City of 
'1 "\;'ilalhington, that thefe hundredthoufand fre~ and 
j independent Virginians, ·\vhether black, 'white or yeI
~ low, would not dictate to us all v;-e {hould dctrc to 
I fay or do? Do you think, SiT, tbat the cutting 
1 trllth~ v"hich have this day fallen fronl Illy lips, 
i would eyer have been uttered in the City of V\T aih ... 
l G • 
• 

• • 
• • , , , 
, 
• 

i 
, 
, , , 
• • 
, 
• , 

• 

-

, 

, 
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ington? No; I fhould have expe6l::ed to have my 
thre>at cut, or illy eyes gouged out, by fome flave 
.or ilave.dealer, before I got honle to my dinner. 
I will never go there, Sir; and, to thofe gentle-

I 111en \vho do, I fincerely recommend the precauti
on of a freel -collar, if not a fuit of armour cap-

, 0/ 

a-pte. 

• 

Mr. GILES has told us, Sir, that the la\v for 
the relnoval of the- feat of government differs fronl 
all others; that" the Conftitution itfelf has In ark. 
"ed the rule, and only left Congrefs to nanle the 
" fpot; that the law is therefore not repealable." 
Curious quibble!'. The Conftitution fays, that the 
Congre[s fuall " exercife exclufive legifiation O'fer fuch 
" . dillrid as may become the feat of government of 
" the United States.~' Now, what is there here, 
that makes· the act unrepealable? \Vhat rule i3 
here marked out? Is there a viord about the 
la'w being unalterable? Does the Conftitution fay, 
that ,vhel1 the difiricr is once fixed on, it {hall ne· 

- ver be changed for another? There is fOlnething 
.. fo ridiculous in the idea, that one \vould wonder 
how it ever found. its "vay into· ,yords ;. and, to 
hazard thofe words, the gentlclnan u1uil have ~ 
very high opinion of the forbearance of this Houfe. 
Suppofe, for ill fiance, ~he banks of the Potolnad~ 
{hould be viiited \vith th-= plague or yellov~r fever; 
are we to remain there, and let our c~rcafics b( 
thrown into the river? Suppoic a vulcano 01 

earthquake, or, in, {hor.t, fuppolc what you will: 
are \ve )Tet bound to Blake the City' of Vlafhinp-· 

, . tJ 

ton the feat 'of goVt;rnITICnt? j\.·nd ,vhat, I aik 
are plagues, yellow fevers, \'ulc~nm; and earthquak.es 
compared \vith the knives of" a hundred thoufaDt. 
ree "and independent" /(rugs? In a 'word] 1\11' 

Chairn1an, fo fully an-l I convinc~d, th~1t th~ r~ 
• 

• 

• 
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mo~al of the feat of government to the State of 
Virginia \yill prove th·~ overthrow of our hapPT ' 

. Confiitll.tion, and cyentually plunge our country 
in anarchy and blood, that I {hall not only oppofc 
every meafure that may accelerate the fatal epoch, 
but 1. pledge -TIl elf to'bring forward a Inotion for 
the repeal of the aB: altogether. And now, Sir, 

2:'; as I fee the gentlelnen froin Virginia are burning 
f;*f with reply'- I fit down, futis~ed of having difcharg
:::1 ,cd 111y duty, '\vithout giving offence to anyon\?, 

...... ;'~-.~ 
'-'" ",'_:,; 
~".- -;, 
_-:1'~ 

-:~j OF AMERICA1V SEAAIEN. 
-.-.'7.. -
-,'j 

:;< .1 
" .. ';; .- -.. 
, , i 

:.:... ~; <:--, 
"'.-~, 
~;- ~"
'-- . ...:, 
~, 

.. 
February 18th. 

• 

- , 

, 

:.~ ]Vfr. LIVINGSTON (N. York) fa~d he ~.vould call the at .. 
j tention of the houfe to the fituation of a very important 
: and meritorious clafs of men whofe value feemed to have 
"' A been over looked and' whofe deareR rights ,,,ere either 
,; :fhamefully negleCted or ignomiuioufly [ulTclIdercll He 

i:~ adverted to the fearnen of the United States. This valu
_.-~ able dais of men would fall under onc of thefe defcripti,~ 
, --~ --
. -- -' - ,. , 011S. 

- -" . 
- ,-", • 

- , , 
- -

I ~ Native American Citizens. 
• 

• 
-' - .. - . 
. '1 2. Such as were citizens at the Declaration of Indcpel:-
.j dence and at the period of the peace with Great Britain. 
-- -I - --- - ---. -. .; 
.~ . . . 

>: 3· Foreigners naturaliz~( iincc ther Declaration of ind..:-, 

-; pendcllce. -
- , , -'. 
- -, '""-

, " 

;;' It would be no difficult matter to prove that all the in .. 
n dividuals of either of thofe defcriptions were equally ent:
.••• tIed to the protection of governrnent ; to the fame or" great
_oj er exertions in their favor than were made for thofe citi-
.. -,{ , 

i; zeus ,,'ho[e l!tuation rendered it ca!iz:r to apply for relief. 
, 

- -- . .. 
" -- - , 
--, ; 
, " 
c-

- --, 

-,,; 

-

• 
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Yet thi:; t11er~torious body of our cOlifiituenfs, lie filid, 
thus entitled to OU1' protection and favor, f;-tiiii1g under th~ 

. fanc.l:ion of CUI' nation::!l il"!.g, had beea illegally fe~/:cd, 
:violently forced into a. f.-::rvlce they abhorred, crue!1y Wrn 
from their relatiorrs) their familie::3 ~1l1cl their countrv, and 

. J 

ignominioufly fco'...lrgerl for ~f!e:rti!1; the privilege; of th~ir' 
citizen:!1li}). 'T'hc count:-y to \-:hi2h they loo1:ed ffn" pro

, tedio!l and relief had ~:cgw.rdcd their fufrcrirlFs \v!th <111:1-L' 1 

thy and indin~rence.! Thn~e yc,us we had beheld their !''':.i-
fcries ~md hc~m.l their cries; yet for tlwce ycar~ \Ye h:!d 
•. ,... r Cl. f h' 1" i' f '1 r T~ r • , bec:l ment lPeCLators c t is (j grace'u lcene. v l e n;;'(l 

£ ~ • 

cegun a compact with their . oppreiTors) in i,vh:'ch there 
unfcrtni1utc' men looked in vain for one w0r~i of comfort 
in .their mi1ery, for one little article in the volu~~~InOl!s. p:!
ge~:; of the inftrument, that might ofter a hepe of recom
p~nce for their paft fufFerings J or fecurity agail1it fut~re cp
prd1ions. !' 1 bl!!fo (faid IVIr. Livil1gitOll) as an .A!r.~ri
,~ call to think it was an American l\liniftcr who could b~ 
" gu:"!!)' of this difgra~if!!lomf!ijoll. ' Iihould be cOlJtn:d 'Zu.:t.b 
"flame and confufion Jor my CUlmtry if I could fuppofc 1: 
,~ capabk of giving that omifIion-its ianctiol1, and I hold it i 
.({ [acred duty,in whatever itation I'may be placed, to cOl1tri
" butc every exertion, and the little influence I PQ{i;..:is) for 
"theirrdi(f." He conclud~d with moving the fcliowing 
refolution : 
" 

• 

Refllved, that a committee be appointed to enquire :md 
report whether any and what legiflative provifion is necef ... 
fary for the relief of fuch American Seamen as may have 

. been impre:fTed into the fervjce of any foreign power and 
<!Ifo to report a mode of furn:ihillg American Seamen 

. with fuch evidence of their. citizeniliip as may, proteCt 
them from foreign impreflirients' in future. ' ' 

.. 
. -- . 

-Refered to a .. felect committee. • 
• 

.. , 

The ,committee made their l'eport, the ftiofb.l1ce of 
;which was; that the impreffinent of American Sea-men 
by foreign pO'lI.}ers was teo notorious to need pi'{;Of; and thai: 

. the Prefident of the lTnitcd. States :fhall tend agents to 
E'ilg!m;d and the "N eft Indics~ in order to ,diurd rdid t~i 
fuch American citi'Zi.'i:S, 'a~ have been illegally [ciz~d . 

• '. 
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.. .r.:Ir: :t-L'l'RPER .(S. 'Carolina) hoped 'when 'this rcfoIutioH 
was committed to a. felcc.t committee, fOl'nefbtcment$ 

. would h;:y~ beea: brmlg11t forw,u'd, fame facts p;-cducc(! J 

npon which t8 rCl!nd the prop<?f~d cnquirr. '1'hc 'COtl~
.mittee have repDrted that they do not thin:k it necd1:.ry 
,to addccc ~:ly p8.rticular inftances in which American 
S~amel1 h~ye been imbrc1Tcd bv foreil!n nations, the 

.. .L • U 

f;jcts, they alledt:t'd, are too l1ctorious to require pai-ticu-
larizing., He could not fuppcfc thefe gentlemen woulll 
bclic\"c t!lat the Hou[e could proceed to legiflate on lln
cc~t;lin n;::\vfpaper report:). He !:ruH:ed they \vould auonl 
1:-;m~ prccf \yho, what niunl:icr, ,vncil,' arid \vhc!"e Ame
ri~<::! i~amcn h~\'c been imprcficci. Until this was done, 
he 'thCllld doubt· the faa. He ,\vas l~eard, he believed, 
b~.- Rcpref~:ltatives from every port in the United States, 

i;md if the f:H~l W:1S fo notorious (!s to need no further evi:.. .. .-
1 ,dence, he doubted not fome of thefe gentlemen would be 
: ,l.ble to gi,·c fame account of the bufinefs. 
, 
, 

• 

If t!12 f:lds were eJ1abiifhcd, :M'r. Ibrper bdieyed 
there ",,'ould be but bne opinion on the propriety of gr:mt~ 
i!1g relief; but before they. proceeded farther, il)me infor
m~ticn was necefElry rdi",)2tl:ing the cxift:cllceof this <"buft'. 
I-ie ll<!d applied to the ciIice of the Secretary of State~ and 
to other oilices likely to afford information on the fubjeC1: ; 
.but he found no inftance of the imprefIinent complained of, 
which redrefs had not been given.' But, if any fuch in,;,. 

.• ·fiances do exifi, in which relief has been applied for, and 
.l not obtained, gentlemen from fome of the fea ports will 
1 be able to mention them. If not, he hoped the commit .. 

tee would rife and recommit the report • 
• 

• 

. Mr. I~IVINGSTON L'lid, the pr~fcnt meafure was intend.:. 
ed to aftonl relief to fuch of their difirem~d fellow citizens 
as had hecn illegally feized on the high feas. The gen
tleman, he faid, who hj~ings forward obj .:criol1s to the pro
pofed enquiry, was in his place when the refolution Up811 

which the rl~port of the committee is founded, paii~d Ull

allil"i.1ouily. \-Vhy did he not then come fonvard; [!VIr. 
Haq:cr [aid he was not in the Haufe at the time.] The 
l"cfolutioll docs 110t dir....:c1: the cOl11mitte~ to cIIC]uirc into 
{idS) they ",,''ere cOJ1~idcrcd n~ not()riou~) n.n:i nct1lill~ 
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. 
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·i~.:;emed neceflary but to)lx upon the beft mode'of fu1'n11h
ing relief. The Legiflature 6f ,the United States have 
formerly had' evidence, and, they have aB:ed upon it. If 
the gentleman will look .. into the proceedings of the lail: 
fefficn of Congrefs, he wifl.find a conGderable fum grant
ed to Mr. Cutting, for relief of this diftreffed body of mell. 
Some he relieved, others he did not. When the dignity 
of the nation, .faid he, is illfulted, in the per(ons of our 
fellow-citizens, it is neceif.'lry at leaft to make enquiry in
to their fufferings. 

.. 

.. A. remark had fallen, 1\1"r. Livingfron ['lid, fi"om the 
momber from South Carolina, which he wiflled to notice. 
He faid he had applied to the ofEce of the. Secretary of 
State, and found there no complaint which had not been 
redrefTed. Now, he .. had waited upon the Secretary of 
State, .... as chairman of the committee, in vain for informa
ti'on ou·· this fubjeB:. The'Secretary i9formed·him, that .. 
he could not give him the evidence which it appears he hai 
given to the member from South Carolina,. How, he wifhed 
to know, happened it that a member who oppofes the bufi-

.. nefs ~n queftion, {bould be furnifhed 'with that information 
. "shich was denied to a membet who [upported it? 

• 

.. It is faid, added Mr. Livingfion, that we are attempting to 
legiflate without evidence.' Though. no faCts are at pre
rent before the Houfe, it is notorious that numerous in
frances have been made known to government, and the 
prefent meafure is meant to enquire into the cafes of fuf
ferers and remedy them as far aspoffible. It is admitted 
by the .. member from South Carolina that faCts have ex
ifted, but that they. have been removed~ If thefe griev
ances, then, faid he, have ~xified, let us prevent them .in 
future. Let tis not wait till 'it is too late to grant relief. 
'rhe men, faid he, who .. [uner by the depradations com
plai:t:1ed of, are at a great diH::ance from their homes and 
friends, in foreign ports, dragged on boaql Tentlers, and
made to experience every harcHl1ip which can be conceiv
ed. And now, when a mode is propofcli for the relief of 
thefe difheRed citizens, evidence is called for! . If OJlt' ,qj" 
lhife men is cOl!ftned in the Et!Jl Indies, can f,t'idt'ilct! if his bOl1- . 
dage be t')I:pefln/ to Z,egiveJl hl're? Such hardfhips have ex
i!ted, and it \\r01S their btii:ners f~ pre'vent tiJon jl-Olit a:;'aill-

, 

, 

\ 
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~t(ltrriJJg. He hoped, therefore} the' committee would. 
not rife, as hetrufted there was fufIicient evidence ot! 
which to ground the' enquiry. 

. ' 

Mr. HARPER wiibed to remark on what had fallen from 
the member from New-York, on the Secretary of State'sre
fufing infOnnation to certain members and giving it to o
thers. He applied to the office of the Secretary of S~ate, 
to learn whether there were any documents there to fup
port the propofed enquiry, and was informed there were 
only two cafes; in one of which application was made to 
the Britifh 'government; four petJolls were faid to have 
been imprefled; but on enquiry, it appeared, that t'wo of 
them 'wae Brit!fh fubjeBs, and the other two had ell/filed into 'th~ 
}!rvict'. The other complaint came'to the office when the 
Secretary of State We.:'; much engaged in other concerns, 
but he believed relief was granted. This, he faid, was 
verbal information; he had applied for 'written documents 
011 the fubjeCt, and doubted not he fhould receive them 
as foon as other bufinefs would permit. . 

lVIr. SYvANWICK (Pennfylvania) faid the mcmb~r frOln 
S. Carolina had called for information; he conceived 110 _. 

. particular information neceffary.' He could mention an 
inf1:ancc in which he had immediate concern. A velTe! 
of his going to the \Veft-Indies had all her hands taken 
out of her, and obliged to work the guns of an Englifh fri
gate; and, on their expoftulating that though they were 
prifol1crs they did not wiDl to work the guns they '.\'ere 
threatened with Whipping, anel the captain was told if he 
interfered, he ihoultl be whipped and fint home to England 
in irons. If he had thought faCts were ·w~ ... nting, by !. 

fingle advertifement in one of the Philadelphi:l papers, 
they would have been overpowered ~"rith faCts. But if he 
had. done fo, he fuppufed he i1lOuld have been charged 
with raifing diilatisf~dion in the miilds of the people, or 
1.vith encour~lging J acobinical principles. I-Ie thcrLoforc 
did not do it. But, withcut going out of the wal1s of the 
Houfe, he [lid, he found evidel;ce fuflicient. He read 
<HI extracl from the communication of the Secretary of 
f;tate." datcd'lVIarch 2, 1794, in which were mentioned 
th·-! repreferit,lt!0l1S mad~ by fundry merchantG of PhiI,l-" 
delphia (of whom hcv\';':';'; one) refretEng the >imprdIiilent 
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ef American [carnen. ThiS. document was thought fuf ... 
ficiently thong to make. an' article of infl:rpcEon to. Mr. Jay 
in his late negoci:::.tion; but,. ~wing to certain. diffic,ulties, 
no, fpeciflc agreement "vas entered into by him for their 
relief. . . " 

The p.ian now before the Houfe, f:::.id Mr. Swanwick, 
is intended to remedy the difficulties which have been urged 
as obftacles in this bufinefs, by opening regifters in which 
to enter. every Amerjc:m feaman, by which· may be known 
at any time the number of fcarnen belonging to' the U ni~ 
kd States, and by means of which every fnch feaman 
wou,ld be poiTeffed of a certificate of his citizei!foip. . 

, 

Every one knows, faid he, what has beenfilt on account, 
"r American feamen carried into" Algiers. No evidena 
'Zvas required. with rcjpeEl to theiT tlttmoers, or how they 'were 
emp!oyed~ The united exertions of the whole American 
people./i'emed to cry out for their. releafement, and the bllfi~ 
nefs, at lel~th, has. bee~ effected. And . let ,us not, faid 
he, attend to our diftreffed citizens, in one part only, but ill 
all parts" of the world.· . Let us not, faid he, be too 1!ice 
about evidence. Thefe men are generally ignorant, and can": 
not give the necefTary information; he ~hought, however, 
they had information fufficien t Jor legiflating upon in the 
prefent cafe ... He hoped, therefore, the report would not 
be recommitted, until the committee had difcufied th~ bu-
fillefs. I 

, 

• , . . 

Mr. TRACY (ConneCticut) believed that e\"cry member 
in that Houfe felt the propriety of extending the benefit 
of the laws to every cla[s of citizens, and to none moro 

""than to Alnerican feamen. Seme members feemed to 
fuppofe that the difl:rcfT~s of American feamen h'ave been 
looked upon with apathy, but if du;e attention had been paid' 
to the efforts of rrovernment, it wQuld. have bei;~n [een th:}t 

u . 
the)' had always been duly attcl!dcd to. It is well kno"\vn 
that great diflicnltics arife ,dlen "it is ~tttmpted to dii1:in
guifh between Ellg1iJh and ./h:lfri::rm j'au!::,'!. 'Thi8 has 
been the reafon why ample regulations have not always 
taken place. . He hoped t..~c . gGn~rnmcnt wCEld be pOp~l
]ar, and that the new mCi11b::TS in the Haufe ,',rouM afld1: 
the old ones to r~_n(ler it mor~ ul1d more fo; but, thought 

, 
, 

, 
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~IJVerIline.nt ought not to be charged with· ftpathy without 
paying due attention to what government had done. 

, 

• • • , . 

Mr. TRACY proceeded to take notice of the refolutions 
,propofed in the repo~t.· He enquired what good the agent 
to .be fent to Great Britain would do. Are there feamen, 
faid he, employed, bllt, .~t· one 'place? ' :fIad not. the 1J nited 
States ~onfuls at everyport,~.nd can they not do the bu-

; fiile(c;} He wifhed f~r information on the fubjeCl:. A 
, great part of the .jeamell'were fiteigflcrs., he faid, and it 
, would be very difficult t6 fep~rate them. I~ the plan pro .. 
! pofed, I however, could be made to appear to be beneficial, 
[ .he 'I.Toulci heartily join in effeCl:ing the defired· relief t<;> the 
l dafs. of citizens alluded to. , .. .- • 
t • ; , 

, , . 
, . ' . i 

IVIr. GOODHUE (!\Iaffacnufetts) faid the m~mber from 
.N~,~York, onb1."inging'f()rwa~d·this bufinefs, 'had c.harg
ed governm~nt with 10C?~ing ppop the.diHreff~s of Ame
ric~m feamen with apat?y, and b!1fIhed on account <;>f its 
.conduCt towards them.. He reprefented, he' believed, 

. . .J.. . 

twenty' times the -Dumber of ,American fearnen that that 
,gentleman reprefen~ed; l~e, was hirnfelf, Indeed, formerly 
i\ fe~man; yet he did not believe the evil complained of 
e-xifted to any. alat~ing d~gree. JYrr. Cutting, it had been 
faid,· had relieved m.any fearnen; that it was in the year 
179Q • Laft fummer.the 13ritifh took many veflels bound 

,to France but they did not take the crews. There were 
~ fomeinftances, he faid, in which fearnen had been impref .. 
: kd, apd he fhould :be in, f~vour of eve~y neceffary ftep to 
~ afford them relief; but no obloquy {bould be thrown Oli 

~.goyernmellt. Neitl~er does the evil exift to the extent it 
i might have been fuppofed, when the bufinefs was brought 
; fOF\\:ar,d. ,A member frpm 'Pennfylvania ha(~ mentioned 
\ a p:lrt~cubr infiance,: he could mention a particular in~ 
: ibnce of a-French 'capt~in who had fo ill-treated fome 
, A~1erican, feamen, flS tp be .cafhiered, on a~epref~lltation 
i oem;,; mane to the French .g(r~.;ri1ment. 
, 

, 
· , .' . .. ~". 

" J\Tr.lJ('.YTo!'>l(NC\V Jerfcy) faiel that he had not ex-
~ pctTe(l an oppofltion 'to the reiolutiol1 under conflderation 
1 Oil the ground of fatt, th:::t he could not have fuppofed 
itl.;l~'· 'member vicuM have q1-1eQ:ioned the cxiftence of the 
, 
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· evils, which dlC propofitionswere calculated to renledy. 
He entertained a belief that th~ impreffinent of Americall _ 
feamcn, particplarly on Qoard ,of Britifh {hips of w;:t.·, 
was a matter -of . too great notoriety, to need any evidence 
at this time. . Eut the member frrun South Carolina, who 
manifdled themoft zealous opp~fition, to tl~e[e meafures, 
had admitted that there had exifted- il1H:ances of this fort, 

. -

and as it muft,follow th~t what had once exifted might 
again exifl:, it 'behoved Congrefs· to make provillons tClid

'ing to prevent, or at leaft mofl: fpeedilyand efficacicufly to 
· r .::medy them~ . . . .- . ..' ; .' . . " 

- " . ..: . -, - . .. • • • • , 
, 

, . , 

·l\lr Dayton' declared. that he heartily- approved the ob. 
jeEt of the refolution, as originally' propafed by the mem
ber from NcwYorI.:, aq.d the general principles of the re
port fOU1i~e(,l' thereon, as a queflion of humatllty, and of 
great nationd ·policy. It was, however, with pain 'that 
he heard the\vorthy mover draw into unfavourable que-

· {lion,' the' conduCt of the Secretary of State', and indulge 
himfclf· in' fome fevere refleCtions and imputations upon 
.that- officer. Mr. Dayton afcl,.bed itto an irritability, and 
perhaps an honert irrit21bility,' upon this fubjea [0 afFeCl
ing and interefting to Americans. - He afcribcd _ it to J 

warmth of temper .in which,· in this particular cafe,. the 
cooler judgment of that gentleman, and the knovdedge of 
the real ch"ratter and condtitt ·of the Secretary of St .. tc 

J 

· had no agency or influence. -.. The expreilions which h .. d 
been uttered by fome gentlemen 'in the eDm·fe of the dif. 
CUffiOll tending to charge our· go\rer'ument with a crimiIl:.ll 
apathy ~l1id indifference towards this d~fcription of citizens, 
did by no' means, l\1:r. Dayton faid,meet with his a pprc~ 
bation. He believed them to be unfounded, for he w~s 
perfuaded· thafwhenever it heard, it did whatever it cbult! 

· to relieve' the fcarnen of the United' States, ::md to 'Obtain . 
• 

for thofe -\vho unfortun<!tely needed it, comple:e redrefs. 
·IIaving f-uid,. thtis much ia viridicatiyn of the conduct of 
the government he returned to the refolutioll itfclf, ~Hid 

1 1 l"' r: If . d I"" 1 .' uec ... arCG Lmn ... c Its a vocate. t cont~LllleU nCltl1cr ill i~,i 
. . -.' . . 

'words nor'- ipirit, any impu!:;!tion lII)<')1l the Executive, c~ 
the i{n~t hilit:d' at. . . 

. -. . . 
. , . .... • • 

• , 
, 

: In the:'·formcr cafe, every on~ muir p>-:l"ccivc it l"i1orc 
t 1-''''1 1,~rr.1,1~ th It' n\'\'II"llO' to· (1~jl.~·.~, ",,,,1 ""1.0 .. :,~~.~ n-T.;·l· 
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n r ' b 1," 1 " • mt1i(C0111cquentJy-. c"C'xpcnaen In t;l~ C01'i.;i::'tl11'::1t1~~:1 to, 
tlnd remonftrance ~~~m_o~r goY~rnmcnt, ~11 Am:JricOl1 ('it;~ 

, ,;~[il might be irr.preiTcd ~nd compelled to f~rve mOl1th~', 
perhaps years. in a [.'"2~vice which he dete!leo, em! 1'21J!1>,:)' 
/)rc~'d tJ (lpp!) the mal.:b tq a call//:;ll cbargL'd'lvah balls a/med 
fol~ the d'fj'jeruBiclil of h~~" fi· i(11(.!J. . . 

• 

• 

:l'dr. TIOURNE (Rhode Iflar.d) propofcct to amend tile rc-
fvl.ution, by {hiking ~ut that pa~t of it "Thich appoints 2.n 
:;,gcnt for Great Britain and confines tll~ fcnding of an agent 
to that part of the Englifh pof1~Hions. in the VI eft 111di,~s 
to which the grcaten~ ·number of Ar~1cr~c:m ve£Ie1s i:lil. - . . 

• 
• • 

• 

lYlr. LIVINGST<?:-:! "ras pleaf~d to f;,;e gcntlelT!Cn concur. 
in endeavouring to. form a" plan for the relief of Americm 

'". "- - .... ~. 

feamen; .. I t ~las been .afr;:ed \vhy the Confuls were not 
entruued 'Nirh this hufine.f.q; the committe~·confidered that, 
;!s the C:mf uls of the United' States rc~eived n6 other rCCOl11-

, ~ " ... ' .... ', . 

pence for theirf~rvices) th~!! the dignity ~.i)d· cQnfcqucnce 
which their office· gives tl1e!TI, th~y would not be likely 
to pay fufficiet;lt attention to a bufincfs of this kind:' They 
confidered the immenfe labour of ]\11'. Cutting to deliver 
the impreucd American fea~-:'1e~1.They fuppofed, there
fore, if the c:uty w~re bid UpG:1. the Confuls, a fahry 
lhould be annexed to their aGce ? lm.t}as there is no Con
ful in the Weft Indies, . a fpecial agent mould be appojnt
cd". In orclc! to bring a view oftheb ufinef~ before the 
J-Ioufe, he ,,,culd aile, ,how relief is to be afforded to ~ 
feaman who has b~el~~mpre{fed ? Suppofe he is feized in 
London, he is fent oo\vn to Portfrnouth. The ~~ent mnfl 
.••.• '. . ...•• L.i ," 

attend immediately; get cert~ticates, p~y fees of oHic::, 
employ council, &c. to releafe a fing1e f~aman ; a trouble 
.he believed no CO!lful.would t:lke.. The committee fup
pofed that the folemnity of commiffioning an agent efpeci
;llly on the bufinefs, would convince Fore~?:ll p?'1UfrS that 
they would no long~r fir!!::r the B,-it/b, or othc~s,. to"excr~ 
;eife that pmver over Ainerican feamGn \vhich they them
fdves' could not excrcife. It is to be hoped, alil>,th?t 
"..llen' the government 'of Great Britain f~es (l flep or this 
fort taken, it ~Til1 give up t~le praCi:ice of {t.;izing Americ~ll1 
fearnen, and let thelTIpaf-;in '1t!ietn~'r..-:, If not, tIle agent8 
employed could tnnfmit to this cm:r~try ~n account of 
\\,h:1t feam~n "-ere i~izcd bytbcm., ::md every par~icubr 

• 

• 

• 
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rcfpeCl:ing the fame. This. confideratioll influenced the 
committee, <lndhe trufced it would'influence the I-Ioufe. 

, , 

, 
, 

,Mr. S. SMITH (Maryland)' faid that as the: rilember 
frem South Carolina had called' upongeritlemen from fea. 
ports for evidence, if they were £lent, it would be fup-. 
P?[ed no inforn!ation could be giver on the fubjecr un~er 
difcuHlon. He f\lPPQfed h~ !beuld be prevented· from giv .. 
in~ this information 110W, becaufe" the'jimcndri1cnt of the 
firft rcfolutioll ,,;£1s under conf1der:ltioll." [The Houfe cal ... 
L:d for information'.] He faid he reprefented a port where 
the faa of American fearnen beingiinprefTed by the Brit~ 
il1l" was fo notorious, that every man ~new it. But ho'\v-, 
£lid he, is this, information to' be got and trarifmitted- to 
the Secretary of State, no complaint is'likely to reach his 
office, except brought there by nlerchants. In his own 
trade, he had frequent inftances or:this fcrt, , aIm oft iIi' 
every voyage. ,~e could not fay ~he men impre.ffod 'were al..: 
ways Americans,," bu~ thl..'J 'lUCre men Jailing under tl1C 'authori~ 
ty of the United, States. We have a "flag, u'l1der t~at flag 
men are feiied, and they have a right to expea, wheri 
feized, redrefs fr.om government. . There, is 110 di erma 
bct\:veen Brit!Jh and. Algerines, for, by the former, they 
are compelled to fight againft thofe whom the 'lvjJh 'lvel!, 
which is equal to (I1I) }lavery that can be impqfi: He tlici, 
th~t fronlone 'of his iliips there \veretwo New-England 
men impreffed; ,one 'of whom being a flout, courageou~ 
man, wiihed to have defended himfelf againfl: his a {la i .. 
bnts; but the, fupercargo faid, no~ this will i-ifk' the car':' 
go of the owner. . The advice he gave, ,fuppofing g()vern ... 
ment would afford thefe men relief~ 

, 
, 

, . 

If the member from Sout.~ Carolina wHhed for fuch in-
formation as 'luoule! be received bifo1<e a court of Judicature, it 
cottld ?lot pe got. Mr. Smith thought ~ufficiellt attention 
had not been paid by government to merchants and fi:aniill. 
IVlr Jay, in his communication to Lord Grenville fays,a1i 
impreHinent of American fealtien 'had taken place, who 
had been forced to fight, &c., If 'this had not been fo,it 
had not been written by Mr. Jay~ nor would Lord Gren.., 
ville have promifed' relief. He hoped this inforrnatioll 
would be thought fufficicnt. ' 

" 
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It had been '[aid that there ,,;ere 'not' many inibnces of 
American feamen imprefT~d; but, fuppofe there. " ... 'ere but 

, 7 fIr.' . 1 . 1 I" l'-one man, ana D:..' a mgr'o, uucrmg UnGer iDe g[! Illig ,11OR[' qt 
imp reffiJlt!lI t, it is the duty of govetnment to provide relief 
for that In~n. The L'1me member has f<lid that the' uibc .... 
ron veffels did not imprefs the crews of the {hips; he [aid 
it was fu1lic~~11f fb take theirnour and pay them nine dol..; 
lars for what nj.-i\,ht have been' fold the next day for tWC11-o . . 
ty or upwards. ·.l'rlr. Smith concluded by obfervi!lg, that: 
if we were a feeb~e nation, we had a right t~ expect ju
ftice; but he hopecl we were not fo feeble as fome gcntle-

. . . 

m~n imagined. 
. 

l\Ir. GILES (Virgi~ia) was of opinion, with the mem
ber from Rhode lfiand, that American citi'zens fnould be 

, 

attended to in' other countries; as well as in Great Britaill~ 
I-Ie had not heard, of any illiprtjfin811ts but by the' Britiih, 
bu~ he had, heard bf captivities;' and that Haufe had heard 
of a French'officer being caihiered,for ill-treating Ame
rican citizens; 'but' it had heard no iZlftance of, Great Bri~ 
tain puniihing otIicers for ill-treatill'g American citizens. 
No, this marked thG diJferent charatler of the two liati'ol1~ 

, 

tovrards the Americans. , • ,.,"-_. -'-.-, 

, , , 
• , " 

Mr. SWANWICK rofe to inform the houfe th:lt'fincc 'he 
. , 

was iIi his pbcc yefterday, he had been called upon with 
evidence on the fubjeB: now before the comn~ittee, in 
confequenc~ of the call made for it'in the courfe of the 
debate. The inftanceshe had given to him were, the cafe 
of Robert, 'NotrifJ a native of Princeton in New-Jerfey, 
and five others who failed on board' the American brig 
lYIati14a, captain Burke, from Philadelphia, which failed 
from this port in l\1ay lan, foi- Bourdeaux, and 'were~ on 
the 9th bf July, bt~~mght to by four Britiih frigates, for
cibly taken into the vefieI, impreffed and compelled to go 
and ferve on board one of the faid frigates called the Stag) 
"vhcre they ferved four months,'\vI-icn the faid Robert 
l>{ orris made his efcape from the frigate at Sheernefs, at 
the rilk of his life, and returned in January laft to the 
United· States. 1-:Iis companions. he be1icyes arc yet in 
bondage. The other 1:1fLmce was the brirr Sally captain 

lYladeira, and five days <lfter leaving the C~pes was brought, 
, 

, 

, 
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t::" bi~ th~ Rattle Snake- Deep of ,var, capt~in Y vrm and 
the: li)atc (a na!i'ue of Scotland, but who had failed £';>J." .~711::" 
?Iy j'ear.r out of the United States) and one of the be1l 
fcamen, (an American)~ t9ken out.' They Ylcre . carrted to 
Hall~.f<!x, from whenc~,;the,: fore-mafr:man made l)is e[<;?pc, 
~nd ~rriyed here the~ beginning' oj July., . Before they ar
l"ive.;l at Hallifax, he informs, that fifteen men were taken 
O:'lt of American veJfds;.;. , Mr. Swanwick read aifo an ac
count from an ow:n.er'.qf feveral other, impreffinel'lts., 

~. . -, . , . , 
,. J, - '. - . 

. . ffil'.S£DG'\V;rcK (MalTachuf.:tts) f'lid, he ""as T~nerday 
r!'::Y('nt~d fro~ ~ttending the I-Iou[c by indifpolition., The 
1llbj~a H::ruck his mind, he [lid, in fever:11 points of view 
v.rhich had riot been, 'noticed., He\vas furprjzed wby the 
buGnefs', .was lmdertaken in t~1e w~y it was. Nc d~fcrip
tion of men, 'he faid,. we,re more entitled to regard th,an 
fe<linen ; . but this, did not· reconcile, the adoptiprt of the 
fubjcft in the manner propofed. The executiye, he ,~-as 
nf opinion, would:confider itfdf. as', charged, with t!1ii> 
bu!inefs.-· An agent who is neitherconful_, nor. minificr, 
• -" f1. J 'fi d'1 n. , ls,an 1D1Lrument u-n ~nawn, 3tl U11I}e.l!)C . C lara~i~r t~)at. 

lyoulclnotbc tccognized .. ' It ,was impoffible; he faid; for 
any two agents, one in Gre~t Britain 2nd the other in ,the 
vVeft-Indies, to gain infcrrr.ation of the f uffcrings of fea
men in' dif1~reilt parts' of the two- cocl1trie$, par6cularly 
in Great Britain. lIe c::llkctt:pon g~ntlemen to fay '\vhe
thertheyhad ever heard; of fuel), a charaCter ~sthey weTl.~ 
l)fopofing to . create ?~' ,He'Jaid Amel,"ica'had conful~ in 
every part of the world, .anclif they have not, the,Y: ought 
to haye falaries for, the ,btlf,ncfs., \Vhyappoint agcl).ts i 
llnd what authority \vill' they have? . " 

. , 
, , , , . , .. 

, , . , , . . 
, , , '. . ~ . 

~ . ,~J'/I:r. SEDGWIC:K noticed 'the differcnt· kinds of Ameri . -

can citizens, and of t~1e'd'l:fficHlti,::s . arifil;{; ,frOl'l1 the doc 
.trine of inalienable. right' fupported. by"the Englifh, anI 
obferved that Wh~Jl two.·c_ountries each claim a right, to 
man· no means but force was left to deddebetv,reen then' - . ... . - _.. . 

, 
, , ' 

, , 
. . . '.' . . . 

, Thc rcfolution ,;,,~S an1endcd, ,.!ld a fdeEl: committe 
,ordered ,to prepare a bill.· ,The f ubftance. of which in tt 

• 

ncx} CCl1jG,-. ' , . , ' 
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, ,'Now, extraordinary as ·it: may feem,and much 
as'the reader ll1aybedifappointed, I Inuft abfolute-
·ly decline maki~g a fingle refnark on this debate. I 
ivould, however, reco111ll1end it ,to him, ,to give it 
an attentive perufal; arter which, by\vay"of recre
ation, h~ ulay read the following dialogue. ' . 

• 

, . 

LEGISLATIVE:VfRANGLING 
..... .. , 

• . 

t'i la mode de Paris. . - , , 
• J 

, . . .., .. , .' . . -. .' 

1\/fl~. L; ,The fean1en, failing under the fanc.-
tion of OlLr national flag, have been violently fbrced 
into a fervi~e. they abhor ,cruelly torn from" their 
dear wives "and fmiling babes, and ignomiI}io,~fly 
fcourged for aiferting their privileges as citizeJJ.~! 
rfhe country to ",hicn they looked for relief,has ,re
garded their fufferings 'with apathy and indifference • 
..-three long, long years we have beheld their whip
pings and, heard their . lamentable cries; yet, for 
three long, long years we have been fil~nt fpec
tators of t4edi[S'rac~ful fcene! 'vVe have begun a I 

cOlnpacr with their oppreifors; in which thefepoar. 
de;).r fdlo\vs' lock-with longing eyes in vain for'bne 
little t.iny.{~:nicle, ' one ray of hope! I bill J, that an 
A . . c~n ·WIinifrer could be guilty of this di./grare ttl 

'OYllliTio'l ' . . . , ' ,:", 
.. .L 111 J. • ' 

• , • 

- .. -- . . ...... 
, - : ' ,. , . , 

Peter Porcupine. - 1fr. Chairn1an, the gcntIc,nlan 
v:ho 'fnoke' laft,' has dci'c!ibe.d the fufierinO's of our 

1 0 

i!ljured ·±:'::Eo\v:€ltizens in':l 'manner that does infinite 
honon:r to his feelings., lIe talks about bill ingand 
guilty d~i~'rp{"{' ul OlJljjfiOllS ' \.y~th a wannth peculi.ar to 
1-' 'I" ],L' 1 d .' 1 1 1 1 l' h . --.,-." '.~';.-t., 1"f·~l_., /",,~' .. :,..,., ... .... - ~"" " .... 
l~L.ih"~~, d ... l,-~ a.lUll d;-,/ L.U"!':_ I,..L atel to pl OU uce _:" ,\I., 

tbe players call1ta~e dl'cft. Indeed, Sir,' I cannot 
J ., 

1;.",1...,. l~r\OJ:'·':l~.-Y' 0'1 QU,·r,,,,l're" "S c'n r)'" o-ed IOn tIle pe~.fo'·1'1 ~\ .... d·l...1 v,>' 16 . .J.., . J.1L...I.~ .;:, c,,· .. -5f..t.(:)... ..lJ. .J i-

allce 6f .'atragedy here: the gcntlenlJ.n has gone 
b·~('l~ '" ,,'c;'" 'I""~",' ,~H"'~' '" 'the L-l'1,H' of 7)711':/): ,//., . 

...... -.~ __ ""'l. ,""'"'_ ... ......" ............. __ .. 0 J,. ... _ .. Ll U .- ..L~".' t. ((1 .. ,'_ 
J ~ ./.L .; 

• 
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• • 

• 

f~r: ;his·ll).odel. ) The piece will certai~!Iy, do us ho-
nour; :but, it fe~ms:_tobe ,incomplete \vithout a 
,~h.QrJls·lb thro\vJight onfome parts of it,. ~hatinpar .. 
tlcuI~r where he fpeaks.of blu ing; and, as I have 
a fe"'- veI'fes in lllY h~'nd~ which are not quite foreign 
to this f ubjeCl:, 1 beg, leave to r~ad th,eIl).. 

, -' 
, 

, 

* " In ihort 10 .ti.l1.i~ ilie L ,. ,. . . itonian, round, 
" Where ev'ry, triqk ot knavery is found. _ 
" Clofe at his 'heels trots cOuGn Peter R. 
" And M , aYQunger, fe~blerftar. . , , 

. "Two hopeful brot!iers~0r a hopefulbreod, 
". Two thrifty plantsof..well, approved -feed; 

.~'; Who long have tried, . by arts amln:eafurcs baIt!,. 
" To lift from filth the·l-emn6.nt of their race ~ 

'.- " . .. . . . 

" A race fo funk, by. habit fo deprav'd" '. 

, -

'~ So ,long by viqe, an4 infamy enilav'd ';' .' '. 
, " -"_~o weak, fo ~aug~ty, pompous, proud and mean, 
, "Indeed fo black, fo fh:tmeful and 'obfcene, 

, , ' 

, ", Thatnought,hut fi:rength omnipotent ca,JJ fave 
"Thei~ name deepiinking in oblivioll'5wave." 

, . ' 
, , . 

• 

, 

, 

• 
, 

" Charity begins 4t: h~)lne, , fays the-Qldprov.etb ~; 
and [0 ought btu Ding" IV1r· Chairma1)., :,:One 'would 
think, ' that 'a man to \-vhonl lines lik.e,thefe apply, 
l1eed lend ,hische:ek to blufh f()!' nobody, and par
ticularly for thegov.eJ;uor of 1.J " y.,. k,: aIle.of the 
brightefl: characters 'in this,,, or any: ~ountry. 
There is more wifdonl, more honefrv, more real 

, J 

patridtiflll in one curl).Jj.ay in one llngle hair of:Mr. 
J--y'siwig, than in all-the H~uUs of all the L"., , s'.I' 
fronl . the days. of S~. ·Patrick dO\l\Tn·. to the prefent 
hou~ ". ' '. . - . .. '. .- , 

, ' 
, , 
..,- . ..... . , - , . " 

. . 1~~L " The. ge.ritlen1an. fcells to be paying 
Ule off in my O7.vn cz.,:'ay. ' ,: 
• _ -" .-."";.o."'r' 

, , , 

Pettr PorcutJine. Nd, Sir, bv nd nicq,l1s, I a.111 
,.1, ' . J, ' 

paying you at the rate of t·7-f.':-'!zty jhi!!ings in tbepozmd. 
,/:': See' l).'>·""!""~'1<·;··(l 

... \..~._ .... ""' ... _ ..... ..,..lo .. '_ 

-

, 
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'" Mr. L. - - I' fee the' gentlen1an is a little net .. 
tIed. 'Ihe Haufe know too well the value of what 
he advances to form a wrong dlimate of it. I {hall 
let him fling his dirt; thank heaven, it cannot foil 
my charaCter • 

. • • 

Peter Porcupine. True, Sir; nor is it fo malicious 
to 1-ling dirt, a$) 'to fling )lanes. I de anyone to 
fay, that I, or any of my family or riends, ever 
Hung £lones, in order to knock out the brains of 
a man, \vhofe arguments I was afraid to hear, be
'caufe I kne'w thein ,to be irrefiftible. The treat .. 

• • 

Inent of Mr. H ton is a frain, an everlafting frain 
on the city of N 6 Y k. I do. not fcruple to fay, 
:without difparagement to a crowd of worthily cele
?rated: men of \VP,OIU this cou~try . may qo~ft, that, 
'after. General Wafhington, this lllan has rendered 
it the Inoft effential fervices; t~is very man 'whom 
a gang qf foreign ruffians were hired to difpatch. 
Had one of the nliffiles hurled from their infamous 
,hands, {truck hhn 01). the temp:le, you might have 
had the pleafure of feeing hinl expire at your feet, 
while Vie [hould have mourned the irreparable lofs. 
"\V'ere I to dra'w your charaCter, Sir, and place it by 
the. fide of that of J\lr. H ton; then you 'would 

i have reafon to blufu indeed, a die ten. thoufand 
I tilues deeper than crimfol1 ,vol-tId becolne your 

jaundiced cheek. 
• • 

• • 

loft fight of the qucftion altogether. One would 
think he ,\vas conten1plating proteCl:iol1 to lVlr. H· . 
ton inl1cacl of ..t\-, --can fcarnen. I fhall endccl
Your to bring hiln ~ack to the fubjeC1: before the 
cOl1nnit::ee, rel11inding hin1, elt the f~une till1C, that 

'{uch pcrfon,ditics as he deal~ a.bout hinl ~~rc \'cry 
derogatory of the dignity of this I-louIe. 

. I 
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I am' a£toriiilied that pro'ofs of impreffmellt's 0 ar~ 
called for ~ ,Vhen \ve heatd of A, ' can feanlen 
being prifonel"s in Algiers, no evidence ,vas required 
\vithrefpeCt to numbers. The :united exertions of 

. 'the 'whole .P .... : ' can people feemed to crf out for 
their releafement. Let us not be too nice about ervi-

, ' 

der.ce. ' 1'hefe me!l are ignorant, and cannot give I 

the necdfary information. 
, 

, 

Peter Porcupine.' Mr. Chairman, I thank the gen. 
tlenlan for his hint ,about perfonaHties; but 'he "r.ill 
allow, that I am as' ~xcufable as IvIr L "',' who 
talked about the Jame ul, guilty, al).d di graceful 
condu~ of a mol! upright p~blit lVIinifter. 'I nlay 
not have themellifluenteldqlience of the gentleman 
lail up :: I know I ~m a' rou'gh-hewn .'mortal; but, 
as-r ani fpeaking to' nlen, and 'nQt to ~an aIfemblyof 
li{tlcomj es, 'the wa-rit of,thafgentleman's filver lifp 
lna y not.a1no.unt t6:' a totaldifq ualification. ' ", 

-,' r.·· , . , , , , , . . 
. ... . , . ' 

, . 
I filallnow turn to what the 'gentleman 'has ad. 

va:nced on the fubjeB: before us .... ,I-Ie begs us " not 
"to he 'too nice about evidenCe~" ~ This is e~oinQ" a 

. ~~ 0 

fiep- beyond' the Revolu'tionai·y Tribunal of Paris . 
1'here the ticci/ e.r is hear~'-: a'nn if t~e jury are fa· 
tisfied 0 of ,the guilt of the ptifoner, no evider'1ccis 
heard in 'his de C?2rc. ; This . is not being over nice; 
but VIC are required to be frill lefs nice. 'The Iner-. 

cifulr }i~re.nch hear the witneffes agairzjl theprifoner 
at" any rate; but \ve are called upon to "give our 
'verdit1-, without hearing "any at all; poor unfortu
ilate Great Britain is to be condenlned upon the 
bare inditfillcnt~ Oncconles forward and accufes 
h~r; !he holds up her feeble ,emaciated hand, and 
pleads, NoT. GUILTY, nly Lords. S0111e of us 
v:ifh to he:!r what can be urged againfl her; but 
the Fcntlernerr tell us not to be. too nice about cvi-

t.'l , 

• 

, 

, 
• 
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dence ; that {he is a notorious offender ; th~.t " cst .. 
" ry, 1112.11 kno'l-os it, though JlO one C~i.l1 giV(~ rc<..~'!!!ar 
" in ormation of it," and, in {hort, that 111G ought 
.to have been annihilated long ago. In 't.'ain uo \vc, 
like Pontius Pilate, ::dk, IJr ~uhat; Itillihey cry 
with one voice: Let her be crucified! Let her be 
crucified! And, is it th us we treat our poor olcl 
mother in the hour' of her diftre[s ? 

rrhe "",ontl"m'ln pro'luc"'s .... s a fl" (If ;r;"-1 t 1"-::'''{('''1 . b '-' .... a .. -:..., u. ( - ~:: • _.J.tl ~ ~~,~~~,~ 

, 

for our not beiuO" too nice, the 2"rc~~t 1:, ir"norance cf . 'b CJ 0 

the citizens in1prefied." And, do I hea.r this lan-
guage frolll Mr .... S k? Is it poiIibl(! for the, 

1 b· h"' 1 " (' l' peop .. e to C Ignorant \V He uneer iJ.1e rays or tlllS " 

focus of fcience? Do I live, l\11r. Ch2.irn~2.!1," t~ 
• 

hear the \vords ignoran-cc and citIzens articuhted in 
the fallle breath? How long, Sir, have a'uf ears 
been dinned ,vith, an informed pI.':J}'!e, ail cn!igbfcn
cd people j with the deflruEtiall of faperilition ,~nd 
'prejudice, and the lununous cloic of the eight~ellth 
century? And, ihall \'\'C ne;,v be told, tll2.t OLr 
(itizens are ignorant? That, they ~~re fneh {hl1;id -
brutes as not to be able to {)'ive ail accou:at of , a 

what has befallen theIn? not even of their iUll-:ri-
fonnlents and their firipes? 

But, Mr. S k, after two." or three (by~ diliw 
gen~t fearch, brings us fOlllcthing Eke an account 
of i0I11e ll1en iInpreffed froin a vdfd 0 hh 67.,:);Z, c.nd 
this, he infifts" is evidence enough for ~\ny rca{oIl
?-ble man. Thu's, when a fclilor can be brought to 
fay, that he has been impreffcd and fcourged, he is 
an en/ighted citizen; but when he Gl.nrrot, he is a 
poor ignorant devil, "not capable of giving tht! 
~, neceffary infor:;Daticn." 

The gentlerll~1..n told us fr_lInethinr.r about /i/O'icrs, 
( ~) L~ 

and, though I cannot fi)r J ny foul preceive \vll)' 
• 

• 
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. Algiers \vas dragged into the debate, -I look upon 
Dlyielf as ent.itled to fay a \vord or two in reply. 
" rrhe united exertions," fays he, ." of the \vhole 
" A· can people feelned to cry' out for the re
" lcakll1ent of the prifoners in Algiers," I believe; 
Sir, that the people in general were 11luch a'ffeCted 

• 1- '1: C 1 (' ed" '\v:t 1l tn;::: late 01 tqOE~ Ulllortunatenlen, an' that, 
had proiJer nl~afurcs been taken to c~ll their feel
i~!g:; lute' :~CEG:l, th~ prifcner5 would long ago have 
b.;ell, reHored to their families and country, vv'"ith • 
ou~ t~c interpofiti0i1 of government; but, no one 
wili del!y) that thefe Inea[ures {houid have originat
ed· v/l:h the mercbants; that the example fhould 
have been given, and, indeed, the gr~atefi part of 
the money bdlowed by tl1enlfelves. \Vas this th e 

r r~'< J' 1 . d d "h· h' calc; 1 ney CUt, ll~ - ce' , " cry out; t ey Illig t, 
forour:ht I kno\y, rnake fervent aDplication~ to 

L) ~ -

hCLt'"VCH; but the applicatiorts to their puries, . w-hich 
hzu..l be~n filled by .the toil ztl1dhardfhips of th·';.fe 
p(:cn~ fellows, - were very :fa-int and ineffectual. A 
fubfcription was openeJ in this city, IVIr. S k 
\V:tS hiElielf· one. of the receivers, and I now call 
UFO~l h:rn to f?_y, how 111uch his brethren fubfcrib
cd, and how l11uch he fubfcribed hhnfelf. I call 
upon hinl to fay, \vhether a cornpany of oreign 
p!a)'ci~s, 'yea, even Englifh players, did not fubfcribe 
lllore than all the merchants of this great, rich and 
floul'ifhing city! ,Here was" a.pathy and indiffer .. 
" cllce," indeed! Here Mr. L ' ,might have 
fcen Tez:.fon to " bill. for a di grace ul omi ton.''' 

I alll not forry tHat the little gentleman beilowed 
a f;;;w of his Jilvcr founds on the flaves in Algiers, 
~-l$ it furni:fhes nle with an opportunity 'of conlparing 
the conduct of the 11-ienc1s of the refolution tovvard8 
thofc lTlen, tilld that ,;vhich they now held to\Vant2 
fCL1111en ilnpreHed by the .Engliih. The ihrvC3 in 

. 1 1 .,.... 1 .. 

l~lgicrs could Dave u(:cn c(ta:ny tEllC ra!l~0!E(,G, ;Ui.i..i. 

• 
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. \ve wcllknoYl, that they \vcre all real A cans. 
'rhe fcarnen i111pre1fed arc indcfiDite; ,"'IC l~lo\v not 
who or where they are ;, all \ve know about them, 
is, that they are all, or nearly fo, fubjeEts of the 
king of Great 'Britain. No\v, ho\v con1es it" that 
thefe gentlemen lhow fuch aInazibg zeal, and are 
fo deeply touched with what they gravely call the 

l '(;rings of thefe fubjecrs of His Britannic lVlajefty, 
while they ihow fuch indifference for au! own citi
zen& ? rrhis feems' totally unac~ountable, yct, My. 
Chairman, I think I can explain it in a few \vords. 
'The imprdfrnent of Brit; 7; feamen by the Britifh 
forms a fabject of oppofition to the treaty; any . 
Ineafures taken to refiit that imprefiinent ll1ay lead 
to a \VaT; the exp~nce attending the agents feRt out 
,viII come frol11 the public purfe, and not fron1 
the purfe of thefe gentlen1cn. None of thefe \veigh
ty rcafons exifted with refpeB: to the naves in Al
giers, and therefore, they Inight have reInained· 
there, 'till they'had rotted in their chains, had not 
that govcrnlnent which thefe ilicklers for humanity 
nO\7 accufe of apathy and indifference, been much 
more vigilant and humane than they . 

• • 

• 

I have much more to fay on this fubjca, Sir; 
but as the hour of Turkey and Madeira is at hand, 
I fit down, in order to give the fIoure an opportu-
nity of adjourning. . 

\ 

(c.Ta veconcluded in tbe Cenfor or April.) • 

NARRATIVE 

OJ the Suicide oj the Arbus of lVew Tor!:. 
• 

... F All the ac1s arifing fron1. folly, wickednefs, O~· de. 
fpa;r, that of Suicidt.: is befl: calculated to awaken curio

fitv. It is 'f(> h,ml to be accounted for from the common evils 
• 

a"J 1'" rU,·ll a ·!·:''''c'·' ,,:,,1"":0" ,.J.' •. 11'~ i~"~l: l~", ,·f 
... A-1 ..:J 1 i '" ... l.t..l.i. \,..; L. "J '"" .:.. "\ l... 1! v J. ... .1 "" .i.l J. h.~ ,,~ v , 
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. !latur~, that ~ marimuftpofIefs an extraordin.ary d.:gree of ,fto-

lcifm, not to feel ,fome inclination to be informed or the caufe. 
For my part, I felt this irtdinatioll fo' forcibly," upon heal.-ing 
of the fate of the renowned Argus, that I could not ren, 'till 

. I had obtamed a circumfiantinl account of the whole affair. I , . 

truft, .it. is uime~effary. to fay. ho,,! mybrea'L has been wrung 
by thIS .. ... relation; neverthelcfs, I fhould not tLink 
that I . .. 'my duty as Cenfor, did I negleCt to impm t 
it to ~ni;_ .'. . ..' , ,: " . . 

. By. .'. ..··to tllis Narrative, it may not be amiLs to, 
glV~ fame. '_ '.' '~of tl1e \,~ondf:rfu~ two-legged cr~ature who 
ia tbe fubject ,of £ .; . . . -
"; His name'indicates tbat he has a hundred eye~, which is. & . . --'. . . 
real fact. . Thefe eyes, like thofe of the' beaR: in the vifion, 
are· divided be~ween his fore and hinder p~rts; but, in other 
li~fp,e<Sts" the:y ref~mbl~ thofe of the I~amper Eel: th.:tt is, they 
emit' filth and noxious matter iJ:l place. of admitting light; or, 
jn other words, they anfwer none of the ufeful purpofes of this 
organ. in other aniil1uls. lIe is extremely vindiaiv~ and fero
ciou~, and, though his~.Upid eyes are too dim to wound iri· 
the Ill,anner of the haffili{k, -yet, ,,·~{.hen :h.e has, no. other means 
of vengeance left, he drops tears that fCflld ~md burn like aqm~ 
fortis .' 

1 'hefe . quaJities could not fail to' recommend him to . the great 
Citizen G- t, of {editions and infolent memo!J\. lIe very 
fbon became the Citizen's chief bvourite, and is fuppofed to 
have draJ1k <;leeply at tl~e fountain of his largeffes. . From mo
tiYes of gratitude, therefore, he \-va.<; ~leIperately ,attached.to the 
caufe of the French Republic. He"has- written, fv;~om, and 
lied in that caufe ; and, of all the tm;>ls of faction, has, per
haps, been the moft fteady to hi~ huft. He has chanted the 
Marfeillois Hymn, and celebrated aU the. fuccefsful n1a!facre~ 
o( his b.e:nefattors, , with that ~ind of favage joy thatanimate~' 
the ravages of beafrs of prey. ." 

But, alas! how tranfitory are all fublunary things! The 
. difgraceful defeats, or to ure their own (xpreffion, "the little 
'" juccej;,'.' o.f his. mafters, .during the laft. Cat-apai6n, -p1~mged 
him into a ftate of dejeCtion, from which he was only raifed to 
be funk over head andea!'s in 9efp3.ir. Like many otherclm
ritable patriots, he ~asbuoyed up by the hope cf a rebellion, 
or, to give it the. fafhionable tenn, of a re<uo!:tticn, in Great 
Bi-itain; and this event was rechlced to a certamty by the ac-

. fuunt concerning the Sedition Bills, which .oUf' indntb'ious and 
faithful and impartial news.mer.gers fpread through the country

This, then" was the rock of om .4r.gfu's hope: flilI, j 1Q'.\'

~vex, he liad his doubtG '. and his fe!ll"S". and thefe 'v~re left to 
fiuewate durinf.' the v;id~ch~IIfi.!l in om- fOl:dgn inteV;gf'l1Cc. No-

, , 
-

-
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tbi!1g t~rment'5 and harrafl"es the mind like fufpence.' Th~ poor 
:Argus became penfive a:1d mela~choly, was often feen to ftop 
in the miJdle of the ftreet, and heard to mutter incoherent ex-, 
pJ'effions about. :-ebellion, an-a Sc'dition Bills ~nd Pitt 'and King 
George, or CItIzen Guelph, as he called ~Im.' .', 

0:1 "\Vednefday, the fatalz3Id <if March, about a quarter 
aher fix in the, tnorning,h~ was perceived, with a fpying-gbf:i 
in his hand, walking 011 the battery oppofite the port. 'H~ 
was obferved to flop often and dap the glafs to one of hifleyes, 
then fc'ratch his head, dench his 'fin" and give other evident 
tl,kensof unger or madnefs. ' ' At -laft,' turning hirhfelf toward~ 
the water, he laid the telefcope to' his fhoulder, as -if it w'ete a 
~nn, a~d~ after6aking, ,a motion to fire, ut~c~ed~, lou~cry 
and ran dO'Nn to the beach. Two labourers, wno. had vle'.ved 
him ali this 'time, nmv 10ft ng'btcfhim. One of them haften~ 
cd to the fpot, where he found the pbor difrraeted wretch. be
bbouringa leg, whrch had ~een,- thi-oW? up by the tide. His 
left hand \Vas 'a:1l over blo6d;a ... ,d the telefcope was reduced 
to fplinters, 'except about fcur-inches of ,it, w~ich "4e frill gri':' 
ped faft -in his right. _ Upon being afl<-:cd what w~asthe matter: 
" Look," fays he, holding his bloody hand to the man,- " Look, 
" my lad, 'that's the hezll't'sblood of Pitt: no pity 1 no pity! 
" let's· to the palace and entaIl 'tlte'ir throats!," , .. 
, . The ,oth~r workman" noW came up,' and the tWo togetlie'r, 
withtl1e help o£',a third pe~f6n,' ma:de fhift. to get' hiffihejme, 
without further 'mifchief. "This was not effeeted,ho\vev'er, 
x\'iihollt fome danger '; for,as he 'conceived hirnfdf going to 
Newgate" as a preparative for a voya' e to 'notany Jhy,: there 
is not a mean of annoyance that he . d not make tife' of, or 

- . ',; .... . - . 
an exeC~'atlon that he did not ydnut forth. ' 

, , . 

,,\Vhen he 'was put to bed,. he [wore he,vas6n a rack fl 
I'!lilliontimes crueler than that of Damien. "R~fcals," fays 
"he, "I have only killed a minifier. I have only done my 
" duty as a citizen and a pa:triot.'" Thefe ravings con'tinned 
for hearly two hours, after. \vhich; having 1?een topiotlily 
bled, 'he dropt off to fleep.·· ,. .. ! 

About four in the afterno~n he waked, vi·hen to the joy of 
his friends, and the furprize of o\'ery body, he feemed perfecrlr 
re£tored to his' fcnfes. I~e cat a bafon of panada, drank a lit. 
tIe \vine and ,vater, and appeared quite recovered, exc,ept from 
the bruifes he had recei\'cd from the ribs of minifter Lm-r • , . 0 

Juft as things were ta~ingthjs luppy turn, one of his printers 
brought word that a {hip was that moment arrived from Liver. , 
pool, bringing news to the end of Febntary. This im:prnde'nt 
l:ommunication wa:; ,the cau[eof an immediate rela'pic. He 
jumped up, and, without either In:: or coat, ran down to the 
wharf, from whence he got on board the veffd. " V{ ell," 

• 

• 
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l:",~~;he, \Vith n ,oice' and look that f~r~d tl:e wnolc crew 
1-,"" . .' " ...... ., 

. !~"Vell, rafcals; YO,U 'arc .come at laf!: •. Tell. me .tlIi3mome~t. 
\ .... ' ~l- ., • ~ • '" _ ~ • , _ ' _' , 

.. " '~t are the B.illof paffed~"'~ ,'.ql,e, C:a_pt~n n~[\v~f(:dJ·e.r •• " W}lat! '! 
, '. . . .fc1.y~ the l<lVmg Argus 7. "~he BIlls p~ffcd,andno : R~v.olut1on !" 

·None, fay-the captain .. ; ." :'Yhat!, the~9g1ifh·,:.~~enotcuttir;g 
one ~no;her~: ,th~oats y~t!" . 1\'0, Jays the hu.mllnetarpaw~ng, 
1l)ore IS tac'jtty r but lei tfshope,for the love of God that they twill 

. -- -

,;hginfoo.tl~' Thi~ charita.h1ei~f01manthad ha~d1y.d~~e fpeakillg, 
when, our, E,0or 'llnfortunate, friend made--an attcm,pt to throw 
hirnfc,l('ov~ ;.th<;~quarter· deck. . 13eing . pl~evented' here; he ~
~1JIl1ed, ~ placid mein,. pret'~nded he was only. in :ajoke, . though}t 
~aseV1de~t t?eve~y: one,; he was but ta~ ,muchm,.earnel[' 
u~on after th,lS he flipped from among the cro:\yd (",luch W,l", 

very confIderable. on' accQunt of the great ~ewgthat was (,",," 
petted) and got away on the forecaftle, \yhere he was p-rep~. 
j!lg to~~g . himrelf. " ; lie had even got the c,ord , r?und h~3 
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_ ~c~" ~~j~e was. per~~.lYI!p.l?y __ a man upon. the. yards. HIS 
intentions were now-fo rnarlifeft, that it wo~Id·ha.ye been. down. 

, right inhllffianity to negleB:hirnany longer. fIe was condu2. 
, ~~ home: by ,fome' of ,the cit:zens, and p~t under .-the·care of 

~l1S own~ people. . . , . . .... 

• 

: Arrived· orice . more at his home,he feerns to hive been re. 
~ . - . . '. • • . -', t, 

folved to defer the ex.ecutIOnof 'hIS defperate dcfi~ no longer. 
He~ diffembled, howe,ver; 'talked very . conneCtedly; . enqtlired .. .. - "- '.. -" . - " ' 

,':.l~ether 'the.pape.r, \V~s~· nearly. co~pofe~ :o~~llo.,t, 'and,e~en'f(lt, 
(lo.\ynand ~ook hIS pen under p:rete11~~ 0f'wr~t4ngan artic1e.o: 

, nt;w3. '.. By th~fe means he ,prevail.ed. on' hIS people t.() l~ave h11l1 

alone; twq '~o( them, hQv,rever, thought it prt:dent to remain 
~t. the' head, of the ftairs, in order to be . at hanel,. Ihoald he 

well founded; for, at the. end' of half.:n hours dead [lienee, 
" " ." . ,. . . r' 

t-hey heardhirn utter a moftdreadfd gr6ali,a~d,··· prefently ~aJter, 
fall. on ,tqe:Hoor.. They attempted to force tl)e, door, but. It wai 
too fee;ure1y fafl:~ned. • '[hey then. app!ie9.to. the wainfcot., . and) 
ott laft,m.adean ope1)~l1g, . when, ~ockmg to :elate! thq~ found 
their dear maftet:' welteriilg in h1S blood, h15 throat bemg cut 

, nearly acrors. , . Afurgeon was inftantly called" and every affi'll •. 
ance rrivcn; but, I am forry to add, t1i::1.t, when this moming's 

b . . .'. r . -
paft came away, there "ras Ilttl~, hope .OI· r~covery... ". .;' 

'. The intfrval between his entering llls.appartment and the peT' 
pr~t'ation of the horrid deed,. \vas, 'it feems)e:npl~yed jn 'Yritil'~ 
4'. farewell·.letter to his Siner and only rehtmn, the .Aunra 0. 

• 

ebtameut {han find a place m the next Cmjor. _ . . .' 
.. It is fl:lid, with what tmth I do not pretend to afccrta111, th,;t. 
the illH:rument- with, wliich tbe fatal gafh was given" wa~ om: ot 
the lon9'"co!Jteaux, emuloved, in the pri,fons of PariR, and 'V\l.3 a 

.~. 4 / • F . 
kf'ftlJlako: from a very ill ti In:l!S f.~~~nd now m -; rance. .' 

/'. \ ,..-... -". 
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Ruler 01' the U niverfe, which a continued feries of pro[-
perity has fo often and [0 ju~Uy called forth. . 

• 

• 

The acb of the IaD: feffion, which required' fpecial ar
. rangements, have been, as far as circumllances would ad

mit, carried into operation. 

Meafures ~~alculated to enfure a continuance of the 
friendfhip of -tbe T ndians, and to preferve peace along the 
extent of oui- interior frontier, have been digefted and 
adopted. In the framing of thefe, care has been taken to 
guard .on the one hand, onr advanced :Cettlements from 
the predatory incurlions of thofe unruly individuals, who 
cannot be refirained by their tribes;' and on the other 
hand, to protect the rights fecur-ed to the Indians bytrea. 

'ty ; to draw them nearer to the civilized ftate ; and in
fpire them with correa conceptions of the power, as well 
as juilice of the government. . 

• . 

The meeting of the deputies from the Creek nation at 
Coleraine, in the State of Georgia, which had for a princi
pal objeCt. the purchafe of a parcel of their land by that 
State, broke' IIp without its being accomplifhed ; the na
tion having, previous to their departure, infirutted them 
againft m3king any [ale ; the. occafion however has been 
improved, to conflrm by a new treaty with the Creeks, 
their pre-exifling engagements. with the United States ; 
and to obtain their conf~nt to the dlablifhment of trading 
houfes, and militaty pofts within their boundary; by 
means of .. vhich their friend{hip and the general p~ac'e may 
be r.10re effeCtually [ecurtd~ _ . . _ . 

. , 
• 

The period dming the late [effion, at which the appro. 
priation was pafit d, for carrying into effeCt the Treaty of 
Amity, Commerce and Navigation, between the United 
States and his Britannic Majefiy, necdfclrily pr~craninated 
the reception of the pofts Hipulated to be delivered, he
yond the date affigncd for that event. 

As [oon 110wever as the Governor General of Canada 
could be·aut.lreffed· with prcpriety en the fubjeS:, arrange
ments \vere ccrdially and prcmptly ccncluded for their 

• 

I 
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• 

e,'a-cuation, and the United States took poffduon of the 
principal of them. comprehending Ofwq. ..... o, Niagara, De
troit, Michilimackinac and' Fort Miami, where fuch re
pairs and additions have been ordered to be made asap
peared indifpenfable. 

-
• 

The commiffioncrs appointed on the part of the U nitt'd 
States and of Great Britain, to deterrnine \<vhich is the ri
yer St. Croix, mentioned in the treaty of peace: of I 7;:~ 3, 
agreed in the' choice of Egbert Benfon, Efq. of New
York, for the third commiffioner. The whole met at St. 
Andrew's, in Paffamaquody Bay, in the beginni:lg of Oc
tober, and directed fmveys to be made of the rivers in dif
pute; but deemed it impraaicable to have thefe (urvL:ys 
completed before the next year, they adjourned, tf) meet 
at Bailon in Augufi. 1797, for the fin~t d~citioll of the 
queftion. 

Other commiffioners aonointed on the part of the DUlt-
~ ... 

ed States, agreeably to the fevcnth ~~~·ticic of the ti ea!y 
with Great-Britain, relative to captures and condemna
tion of ve!fds and other property, met the commiffi,)IlerS 

, of his Britannic majeH:y in London, in Aug-nil btl, \;·hen 
John Trumbull, Efq. was chofenby lut, fu!' the fifth com
miffioner •. In Oaober following, the bo:!rd were to pro
ceed to bufinefs. As yet, there hls beell DO communica
tion of commiffioner'3 on the part of Great-Britaic, to uaite 

. with thofe who have been appointed on the part of the 
Ullit<::d States, for carrying into eifl;:ct the tixth article of 
the treaty. ' 

The treaty with Spain required that the commiffiJntTs 
for running the boundary line benveen the territory of the 
United States., and his 'Catholic lVIajefry's provinces of Eaft 
;md Wefl Florida, fhonld meet at the N~1tchez before the 

. expiration of fix I~1onths after the cxch.mge of th~ rati
fications, which \vas effeB:.ed at Aranjllcz on the t\yenty
fifth day of April ; and the troops of his Catholic IVIaj ef
ty, occupying any pofts within the limits of the United 
States, were within the fame period to be withdrawn ... 
The commiffioncr of the United States, therefore, com
menct:d his journey for the Natc11ez' in Sel>tcmbcr, <.!ud 

• 

• 

, 



• 

• 

• 

• 

. 

( "6 ) 
• 

troops were ordered to occupy the poH:::; from which the 
Spanifh garrifons fhould be withdr;l\Yl1 •.. Information has 
been recently received of the appoiutment of a comm if. 
fioner on the part of 'his Catholic l\1ajefty, for funnjng the 
boundary line; but none of any appointment for the ad. 
juflment of the c1<!1111S of our citizens, whore veifds V,,'(i\:: 

captur~d by the armed veifds of Spain. . 
, . : 

• 

. 

In purfuance of the act of Congrefs pafft:d in the lafi: fef-
fion, for the proteCtion and relief of American feamen, 
agents were appointed, one to refide in Great-Britain, 
and the other in . thevV eft-l ndit's. The effeEis of the 
ngency in the "Weft-Indies a';c not yet fully afcertained; 
but thofe which have b~en communicated, afford grounds 
to believe the mea[ure will be beneficial. The agent def· 
tined to refide in Gl'eat~Britain dt:dining to accept the 
appointment, the bufillefs has confequently devolved on the 
minifier of the United States, in London, and will com· 
mand his attention, until a new agent fhall be appoiated. 

, 

. 

. After many delays anddifappointments arifing. out of 
the European war, the final arrangements for fulfilling 
the engagements made" to the Dey and R~gency of Al
giers, will, in aU pre[ent· appearance, he crowned \vith 
f uccefs; but under great, though inevitable difad vantages 
in the pecuniary tranfaCtions, occafioned by that war: 
which will render a further provifion neceffary., The 

. actual liberation of all our citizens who were prifoners 
in Algiers, while it gratifies every feeling heart, is itfelf 
an earneft of a fatisfaB:ory termination of the \vhole nego
ciation. Meafures are in oper.ation for effeCting treaties' 
with the Regencies of Tunis and Tripoli. . 

• 

• 

To an active external commerce, the proteaion of a 
naval force is indifpenfable. This is Il)anifefr with 1'egard 
to wars in \vhich a Hate is itfelf a party;. But bdid(s this, 
it is in our own experience, that the 11lo'Ll fincerc neutrality 
js not a fllfficient guard againft the depredations of nations 
at war. To fecure refpeCl toa nentral. flag, requires a 
naval force, organized and ready' to vindicate it from in
fult or aggreffion., This may even prevent the neceffity 
of going to \var, by difcouraging bdligerent po';'"ers from 

, 

• 
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committing fuch 'violations of the rights of ~he neutral 
p'atty, as may, firft or laft, Ieaye no other optIOn. From 
the beft infonnatiOn'1 'have been able to obtain, it would 
feern as if our' trace to ; t~e Mediterranean, - without a pro
tet!ing fOrce~ will always bcinfecure; and onr: citizens 
expo[ed to the 'calamities from which numbers of them 
have but j uft been relieved. 

, 
, 

• 

Thefe coniiderations invite' the ' United States to lad: 
to the means, and to fet about the gradual creation' of J. 

navy. The increafing progrefs of their' navigation pro
mifes them, at no diftant period" the requifite fupply or 
feamen; and their means in other refpetts, favour the 
undertaking. It is an encouragement likewife, t~at their 
particular fituation will give weight and influence to a 
moderate naval force in their hands. 'Vill it not then 
be advifable to begin without dday to provide and lay up 
the materials for the bujlding and equipping of iliips of 
war; and to proceed in the work by dcgre.:'s, j~ propor
tion as our re[ources 1ha11 render it practicable without 
inconvenience; fo that a future 'Yar of Europe may not 
find our commerce in the fame unproteCted ftate in which 
it was found by the prefent ? 

, 

Congrefs have repeatedly, and not ,,'ithol!~ fuccefs, di
'retted their attention to the encouragement of ma:l!ifac
tures. The objet! is of too much cOllfequel~ce not to en· 

. fnre a continuance of their effortR in every way ,\o:;~ich 
fhall appear eligible. As a general rule, manufacrures Oll 

public account are' inexpedi.:nt. But where the Hate of 
things in a country leaves little hope that certain 
branches of manufaCture, will for a g:eat length of ti,:ne 
obtain; when thefe are· of a nature cITential to the fur
niiliing and equipping of the public force in time of y;ar ; 
are not eflablifhments for prccuriq~ them on public ac
count, to tbe extent of the crdinar)' demand for the public 

. fervia, recommended by ftrong confiderations of national 
policy, as an exc:=pt~on to the general rule? Ougllt our· 
country to remain in fuch cafes dependent on foreign fnp
ply, precarious, becaufe liable to be interrupted? 

, 
, 

, 

, 

\ 

-
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If the ncceffary articles lliould in this mode call more in 
time of peace, will not - the fecurity and . inQ,ependence· 
thence ariiing, form an ample compenfation ?Eflablilh
mellts of this fort, commenfurate only with the calls of the 
public fervi('e in time of peace, will in time of war, eafily . 
be extended in proportion to the exigencies of the govern
ment/; and may even perhaps he· made t~ yield a. furp~u~ 
for the fupply of our citizens at large, fo as to mitigate the 
privations from the intetruptions of their trade. If adopt
~d, the plan ought to exclude all th6[e branches which are 
already or likely foon to be eftablifhed in the country ;. in 
order that there 'may be no danger of interference, with. 
purfuits of individual induftry. . . . 

. , 

• 
• 

It will not be doubted, that with reference either to 
• 

individual or national welf3re, agriculture is of primary 
importance. Inproportion as nations advance iIi popula~ 
tion, and other circumftances of maturity, this truth be
comes more apparant ; and rendel:s the cultivation of .the 
foil more and more an object of public patroI!age. Inftitu-

, tiollS, for. promoting it,-grow up fupported by the . public 
purfe : and to what 0 bjeB: C;:\:1 it be dedicated with greater 
pr<?priety? Among the means which have been employed 
to this end, none have been attended with greater fuccefs, 

I than the eftablilhment of Boards, compo fed of proper cha
raCters, charged with colleCting and diffllfing information, 
and enabled, by premiums and fmall pecuniary aids, to en
courage and affift a fpirit bf difcovery and improvement.
This fpecies of efiablifument contributes doubly to the in
~reafe of improvement ; by ftimulatillg to. enterprize and 
experiment; and by drawing to a common centre the re-
fults every wht:re of individual {kill and obfervation, and 
fpreading them thence over the whole nation. Experi
ence accordingly has !hewn, that they are vay cheap in-

• Hruments of immenJe national benefits. . 
. 
• 

• 

• 

• 

I have heretofore propofed to the confideration of Con
grt:fs, the, expediency of dhbliiliing a National Univl:rfi
ty ; and'alfo a Military Academy. The. ddirablenefs 
of both thefe inRitutions, has fo conlhntly increafed with 
eVC1Y n~w. view I have taken of the fubj;.:Cl, that r cannot 

• , 
• 
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o mit the opportunity of once for all, recalling your atten-
tion to them. ' 

. . 
• 

The affemblr. to which I addrcfs myfe1f, is too cnlight
~ned not to be fully fenfible how much a flourifuing ftate 
of the arts and, fc.iences contributes to national profperity 
arid reputation. True it is, that om' country, much to its 
honour, contains many feminaries of learning highly refpec
table and· ufef111 ; but the funds upon which they reft,_ arc 
too narrow to cornman d the ableft profeffors in the diffe
rent departments of liberal knowledge, for the infritution 
contemplated: though they would be excellent auxiliaries. 

Amongfl: the motives to fuch an inftitution, the affimila
tion of the principles, opinions and mannners of our coun
trymen, hy the common ~ducation of a portion ~f our youth 
from every quarter, well deferves attention. The more 
homogeneous our citizens can be made in thefe particulars~ 
the greater will be our profpeB: of permaneRt union; and 

, a primary objeB: of ftlch a national infritution fuould be, 
the education of our youth in the fcience of governmenf. 
In a republic, what fpecies of kno\vledg-e can be equally 
iinportant ? And what duty more pre fling on its legifla
ture, than to patronife a plan' for communicating it to thofe 
whoure to be the future guardians of the liberties of the 
country? 

• 
, 

. , 

• 

. The inllitution of a military academy, is alro~recom-
mended by cogent reafons. However pacific the general 
'policy of a nation may be', it ought never to be: without an 
adequate frock of military knowledge for emergenc.ies. 
The fidl would impair the energy of its character, and 
both would hazard its fafety, or expofe it to greater evils 
when war could not be avoided. Befides, that war might 
often not depend upon its own choice. In proportion as 
the obfervance of pacific maxims might exempt a nation 
from the neceffity of praB:ifing the. rules of the military 
art, ought to be'its care in preferving and tranfmitting by 
,proper dl:ablilhments, the knowl~dge' of that art. 'Vh~t-
ever argument may be drawn from particular examples" 
fuperlleiaUy viewed, a thorough examination of the [ub
jet! w·ill evince, that the art of war is at once comprehcn- . 

• 

• 
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frve and complicated; that it demands much previou~ 
ftudy; and that the profeffion of it, in its moft improved 

. and perfea ftate, is always of great moment to the fecurity 

• 

.... of a nation. This, therefore, ought to be a ferious care 
of' every gO,vet,"nment; and, for th.i~ purpofe, ,an academy, _ 
where a regular eomofe of inftrutlion is given,. is an' pb,~ 
vious expedient, which different nations have fuccefsfully 
employed. . '. . ' I 

• 

The compenfations to the officers of the U J;lited States, 
in various inftances, and in none more than in refpeCl to 
the moft important nations, appear to call, for legiflative 
revifion. The confequences of a defective provifion are of 
faious import to the government. If private wealth is 
to [upply the defeB:. of public retribution, it will greatly 
contraCt the fphere within which the felection of charaB:er 
for office is to be made; and will proportionally diminifh 
the probability of a chqice of men, . able as well a& upright. 
Befides that it would be repugnant to the vital principles 
of our government, virtually to exclude from public trufts~ 
talents and virtue, unlefs accompanied by wealth. . 

V{hil~ in our external relations, fome rerious inconve-
, . 

niencies and embarraffments have been overcome, and 
others Idft:ned, it is with much pain, and deep,regret, I 
ment1on, that circumftances of a very unwelcome nature 
have lately occurred •. Out trade has fuffered, and' is fuf-. 
fering extenfive injuries in the'\Veft-Indies, from the 
crllizers and agents of the French republic ;- and communi- . 
cations have been received -from its minifter here, which 
indicate the danger of a further difturbance of our com
nWfce by its authority; and which are, in other refpeB:s, 
far from agreeable. . 

• 

. 

It has been my conitant, fincere and em"neft wiJh, in 
conformity with that of our" nation, to maintain cordial 
harmony, and a perfealy friendly underftanding with that 

. republic. This ,villi remains unabated; and I iliallper
revere in the endeavour to fulfil it, to theutmoft extent 
of what {hall be' confiftcnt.with a juft, and""'indifpenfable 
regard to the rights and honour of our country: nor will 
I ea:J.ly ctafc! to cherifh theexpeClation, that a fpiritof juf-

• 
• 

.. 

, 
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lice, candor and friendfhip, on the part of the republic, will 
eventually enfure fllccefs. 

. . 
'~. . . 

. ... f..~ . 
.......... . 

In purfuing this courfe, however, I cannot -forget what .. ~" 
is due to the charaCter of our government an~ nation; or .• ' '. 
to a, full and entire confidence in, the good fenfe, patriotifm,' . .:~. 
felf-refpeCl: and fortitude of my countrymen.- ,,~', . , 

• • 

• 

I referve for a fpecial meIfage, a more particular 
munication on this interefting fubject. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Reprifenfatati'VeJ, 

I have directed:m eftimate of the appropriations necef
fary for the feIvice of the :enfuing year, to be fubmitted 
from the proper department; with a view of the public 
receipts and expenditures to the lateft period to which an 
account can be'prepared. . 

., . -• 

It is with fatisfaaion I am able to inform you, that the 
revenues of the United States contiuue in a ftate of pro ... 
grdfive impro~ement. . . . 

• 

A reinforcement of the 'exifting provifions for difcharg ... · 
ing our public debt, was mentioned in my addrefs at the. 
opening of the laft feffion. Some preliminary fieps were 
taken towards it, the maturing of which will, no doubt, en
gage your zealous attention during the· prefent. I will 
only add, that it will afford me a heartfelt fatisfaction to 
concur in fuch further mea[ures, as will a[certain to- our 
country the pro[peCl: of a fpeedy extinguifhment of the 
debt. Pofierity may have cau[e to regret, if from any mo
tive, intervals of tranquillity are left unimproved for acce
lerating this valuable end. 

Gentlemen of the Senate and of the HOlife of 
Repreftflf alive!, 

My.folicitude to fee the militia of the United States 
placed on an efficient eftablifhment, has been fo often, and 
10 ardently expreffce, that I fhall but barely recall the fub-. 
j~a to your viC\~ on the pre[ent occafion; at the, fame 
tune that I fhaMcubmit to your inquirY1 whether our har
bours are yet fufficiendy [ecnred. 

. ,- C -

-
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. - - . 
rrhe fituation in which I now fland, for the laIr time~ 

in th..: midl1 of the reprefentatives of the people of the U;. 
nited States, naturally recalls the period when the admi.; 
lliftration of the prefent form of government commenced : 
and I cannot omit the occafion to congratulate. you, and 
my country, on the fuccefs of the e~periment ;. nor to re
peat my fupplication to the Supreme. Ruler of the. uni
verft:, and Sovereign Arbiter of nations, ,that his' provi
vidential care may frill be extended to the ·United States; 
that the virtue and happinefs of the people may be pre~ 
ferved ; and that the government, which they have infii. 
tuted for thepl:oteetion of their liberties, may be perpe· 
tual. 

• 

• • 

• 

12th DEC EM B E R • 
, 

rfhe Senate prefented to the Prefident the fol. 
'lowing Anfwer to his Addrefs of the 7th • 

• 

• 
• 

WE thank you, Sir, for your faithful and detailed ex-
1:0[ur.e ·of the ex~fi:ing fituation of our country: . and we 
1meere1y join in fentirn~nts of gratitude to an over-ruling
Provi~ence, for the difringuifhed iliare of public prof peri
iy, and private happinefs, which the people of the United 
States fo peculiarly enjoy. 

'Ve are fully fenfible of the advantages that have re
fulted from the adoption of· meafures (which you have 
fuccefsfully carried into c::ffect) to preferve peace, ell ltivate 
friendfhip, and· promote' civilization, . among the Indian 
trihes, Oll the wdlern frontiers.' feelings of humanity, 
and the moil folidpolitical principles, t:qually encourage 
the continuance of this fyftem. 

'Vi e obferve with pleafure, that the delivery of the mi
Etary ports, lately occupied by the Britifh forces, within 
the territory of the United. States, was m<!de with cordi. 
ality, and promptitude, as foon ClS eircumitances would ad
mit; and that the other provifions of our treaties with 
Great-Britaiu and Sp~ill, . that were ocjea~ of 'cvcntu~l 

. , 
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.arrangement, are about being carried into eff:!ct; with en- , 
tin~ harmony and good faith. 

, , 

• 

The unfortunate, but unavoidable difficulties thatop
pored a timely compliance with,the terms of theAIgerine 
treatYt are much· to be lamented; as they 'may oc~afion ,1, 

temporary fufpenfion of the advantages' to be devived 
from a folid peace with that power, and a perfett feCU1~ity 
from its predatory warfare ; at the fame time" the lively 
impreffions that effected the public, mind, on the redemp
tio,n of our captive fellow-citizens, afford the moll: laudable 
incentive to our exertions, to remove the remaining obita
des. , 

. 

, 'Ve perfeeHycoincrde with you in opin:on, that the im
portance of our commerce demands a naval force for its 
protettion againfl foreign infult and depredation, and om" 
folicitude to attain that objeB: will be'always proportionate 
to its· magnitude..., . 

. _.The neceffity of accelerating the eftab1ifhment of Ger; 
,tain ufeful manufattures, by the intervention oflegiihtiv~ 
aid and protection, and the encouragement due to agricul~ 
ture, by. the: creation of Boards, (compofed of intelligent 
individuah) to patronize this primarypurfuit of faciety, 
are Jubjects which will'readily engage our mott ferious at-

• tentlOn. 

, 

A national univerfitv mav be converted to the mofr. 
, .. 

ufeful purpores the fcience of legiOat:on, being fo eIfenti.:. 
aUy dependent on the endowments of the mind, the public 
jnterefi: muft rece~ve effettual a:d from the general diffufion 
of knowledge; and the United States will affnme a more 
dignified ftation, among the nations of the earth, by the 
fuccefsful cultivation of the higher branches of literature. 

, 

.. A military a~a(lemy may. be likewife rendered equally 
Important. To aid and direct the phyfical force of the na" 
tion, by cherilhing a military fpirit, enforcing a proper 
fenfe of difcipllne, and incu!cating' a fcientif!c fyftem of 
tactics, is confonaut to the fonndefl maxims of public po!!~ 
~y:, connetted with, and fupported by fuch an eftahlilh-

, 

• 
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ment~ a well regulated militia~ conflituting the nati()nal 
defence of the country, would prove the moil: effectual, a$ 
well as economical, preferv~tive of peace. 

. " 

.. , " 

.' We cannot but confider, with . fenous ' apprehenfions, 
, ,the inadequate compenfations of public officers,' efpecially 
of thofe in the more "important fiations. ' It is not only' a 
violation of the fpirit of a public. contraCt, but is an evil fo 
extenfive in its operation, and fo deltruCtive in its conre
querices, . that we truft it will feeel ve the moil pointed Ie .. 
gi£lative attel'ltion. " 

" 

• 
\Ve fincerely lament, that whilfl the condua of the 

United '6tates has been uniformly impreffed with the cha
raCter of equity, moderation, and love of peace, in the 
maintainance of all their foreign relationfhips, our trade 
lhould be fo harraffed by the cl"uifers and agents of the 
republic of France, throughout the exte~five department:. 
of the Weft-Indies • 

• 
, 

" 

. WhiH1: we are confident that no caufe of complaint ex-
ifts, that could authorife an interruption of our tranquilli
ty, or difcngage that republic from the bonds of amity, 
cemented by the faith of treaties, we cannot but exprefs 
our deepdl: regrets, that official communications have 
been made to you, indicating a more ferious diflurbance of 
our commerce. Although we cheriili the expeCtation, that 
a fenfe of juHice, and a confideration of our mutual inte
refts will moderate their councils; we ·are not unmindful 
of the fituation in which events may place us,. nor unpre
pared to adopt that fyftem of conduCt, which, compatible 
with the dignity of a refpeB:able nation, neceffity may com· 
pel us to purfue. , 

. ., 
We cordially acquiefce in the refletlion, that the Unio 

ted States, under the operation of the federal govern
ment, have experienced a moft rapid aggrandizement and 
profperity, as well political, as commercial." . 

. 

\Vhilft 'contemplating the caufes that produce this au~ 
fpicious refult, we much acknowledge the excellence of the 
conftitutional fyilem, and the wifdomof the leginati~'e 
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provifions ~ but we fhoulc1 be deficient in. gratitnde and 
juftice, did we not. attribute a great portion of there. ad;. 
vantages, to the vIrtue, firmnefs and talents of your ad. 
miniilration; which have been confpicuoufly dirplayed in 
the mofl: trying times, and on the moil: critical occ.aflons. 
It is, therefore, with the fincereft regret, that ,ve now 
receive unofficial notification of your .intentions to ret~n~ 

. from the public employIIients of your country. 
· • • 

. . 

· . When we review the' various fcenes of your public life, 
fo long and fo fuccefsfully devoted to the moR arduous 
fervices, civil and military, as well during the frruggles 
of the American revolution, as the convulfive periods of a 
recent date, we cannot look forward to your retirement, 
·without our warmeft affections and moft anxiQus regards 
accompanying you; and without mingling ,,,hhour fel. 
low citizens at large, . the fincerdl willies for. your perrona1 
happiilefs, that fenfibility and attachment can ·e:Kprefs • 

• 

The moll effectual confolation that can offer for the lors 
we are about to fuftain, arifes from the animating reflec .. 
tion, that the influence of your example will extend to your 
fuccefiors, and the United States thus continue to enjoy, 
an able, upright and energetic adminiftration. 

16th DECEMBER. 
• 

• 

The following anfwer of the Houfe of Repre .. 
fcntatives \vas pre[ented to the Prefident. 

• 

SIR, 
· THE Houfe of Reprefcntativt's have attended to your 
communication refpeCting the fiate of our country, with 
all the fenfibility that the contemplation of the fubjeCt, 
and a [cure of duty can infpire. 

, We are gratified by the information, tha~ meafures cal •. 
culated toenfure a continuance of the friendfhip of the 
Indians, and to maintain the tranquillity of the wejlern 

. frontier, have been {I.dopted; and we indulge the hope 

, 

, ' 
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, " '. 
, 
, , 

that there, byimpreffing the Irtdi;m tribes with more cor
rect conceptions of the juilice, as well, as power of the 
United States, will be attended with fuccefs. ' , , 

" 'Vhile we. notice, with fatisfad:ion,' the. iteps' that you 
have taken 10 purfuance of the late treatIes with feveral 
foreign nations, the liberation of our' 'citizens who 'were! 
prifoners at Algiers, isa fubje8: of peculiar fdicitatiori: 
We {ball cheerfully co-operate in any further meafures. 
that ihall appear, on conlideration, to be requifite.' " . 

• • • 

We h:t\~e ever concurred with you in tIle moIl: finccre-
'~md uniform difpofition' to preferve our neutral, relations 
inviolate, and it is, of courfe, with anxiety and deep re
gret we hear that any interruption of our harmony with. 
the French Rep"lblic has occurred: for we feel with you 
and with our conlHtuents, the cordial and unabated willi 
to ~maintain a- perfeCtly friendly underfranding ,~ith, that 
l1ation. Yourendeavoul"s to fulfil that willl, and by all 
honourable means to preferve peace and to reaore that 
Ilarmony and affe8:ion which have heretofore fo happily' 
fnbfifred between the French Republic and the United 
States, cannot fail, therefore, to intereft our· attentiori. 
And while we participate in the full reliance you have 
exprdfed on the patriotifm, felf-refpeB: and tortitude of 
our countrymen" we cheritb the pleafing hope, that a mu
tual fpirit of juf!:ice and moderation will enfure the fuc .. 
ce[s of your perfeverance. ' 

, 

, , , , 

The various fu~jcas of your communicat~on will ref.. 
pecrively, meet with the attention that is due to their im
portance. 

• 

• 

\Vhen we advert t.o the internal ftuation of the United . " 

States, we deem it equally natural and becoming to com-
pare the prefent period with that immediately antecedent 
to the operation of the government, and to contraft it ,,,:itll 
the calamities in which the flate of war frill involves [eve
ral of the European nations,- 'as 'the' tefteaions deduced 
from both tend tojuHify as well as to excite, a warmer 
admiration of our free couHitution, and to exalt our minds 
toa more fervent and grateful {cnft:, of piety towards P,t.J-

• 

• 
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mighty God for the .beneficence of his providence, by 
which ,its adminiftratlOn has been hitherto fo remarkably 

• 
diftinguiihed. 

• 
• 

. ' . 

And while we entertain. a grateful conviCtion that your 
wife, firm and patriutic, adminiflration has, been fignally 
conducive to the fuccefs of the prefent, form of govern
ment, \ve ,cannot forbear to exprefs the deep fenfations, of 
regret with which we c.ontemplate your intended retire
ment from office. 

As no other fuitable occcafion may occur, we cannot fuf
fer the preftnt to pafs without attempting to difc!oft: fome 
of the emotions which it cannot fail to awaken • 

• 

• 

The gratitude and admiration of your countrymen arc 
ftill drawn to the recolleCtion of thofe refplendent virtues' 
and talents which were fo eminently inftrumental to the 
atchcievement of the revolution, and of which that glori
<lUS event will ever be the memorial. Your obedience to' 
the vOlce of duty and your' country, when you qnittedre-' 
lu8.1antly, a fecond time, the retreat you had chofen, and 
firft accepted the prefidency, afforded a new proof of the 
devotednefs of your zeal in its fervice,and an earneH of 
the patriotifm and fuccefs which have charaaerizedyom." 
adminiftration. As the grateful confidence of the citizens 
in the virtues of their chief magillrate, has effentially con
trihuted to that [ucce[s, we perfuade ourfdves that the 
millions whom we reprefent, participate with us in the an xi
GUS folicitud~s of the prefent occ~lion. 

Yet we cannot be unmindful that your moderation and 
magnanimity, twice difplayed by retiring from 'your ex
alted nations, afford examples no lees rare and inlhufu\Te 
1u mankind, than valuable to a reoublic • ... 

Although we are fenfihle that this event, of itfdfs c.om. 
pletes the Inftre of a character already confpicuouOy unri-, 
vaned by the coincidence of virtue, talents, [ucce[s and 
public eilimation '; yet we conceive we owe it to YOll, Sir,' 
and frill mor~ emphatically to ourfdves and to our nation, 
(of tb..;! lanzuage of whof..: hC;trt5 we prefllrnc to thiuk 

, 

• 
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ourCelves at this moment the faithful interpreters) to CXa 

prefs the fentiments 'with which it ia contemplated. , 
• • , 

• . 

The. fpeEtac1e of a· free and enlightened nation. offering 
by its repefentativcs the trihute of unfeigned ap.probation 
to its firft citizen, however novel and interefting it may 
1?~, derives all its luftre (a Iuftre which accident or enthufi
afm could not beftow, and which adulation would tarni{h) 
from the tranfcendent merit of whiCh it ilO the voluntary. 
tdlimony. ' 

• 

May you long enjoy that liberty which is .fo dear to 
you, and to which your name will ever be fo dear: May 
your own virtues; and a nation's prayers obtain the hap
piefl fun.·thine for the decline of your daysa'nd t~le choiceft 
of future bleffings. For our country's fake, for the fake 
of .' republican liberty, it is our earnell: with tha,t your ex
arnplemay b~. the gui4e of your fuccdfors, and thus, after 
~ing the ornament and fafegnard of the prefent. age, be
come the patrimony of our defcendants. . ' . 

• 

This anfw'er, or. which there was, a pretty Iongand warm 
debate, is fomewhat different from that which was firll: pro
pofed by the committee app,ointed to draw it up. Some 
members were oppo[td to almoll: every part of it, but their 
oppofition was more dire8.1y levelled againfi. three particular 
points.; the compliment tothe Prefident, the paragraph re
fpeBiag the mifunderfl:anding with the French Republic,. 
,a~d the ex.prefiion of the free and enlightened ftatc of ·the 
American people. ' 

, 
• . . .-

. That a compliment to. the Prefident, or ratTler a faint ac--
knowledg-::ment of his virtues and fervices (for on this [ub
jeCl: any Clcknowledgement mull: be faint,) fhould be. oppofed 
ia the Congn:fs of the United Sates, would be caufe of 
great mortiiication t(), every generous and grateful, 1l1ind,. . ' .. -.' 

, 

• 

, 
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were it. not ac~onlpanied with theconfoling' re
fietlion, that Mr. Giles was at the head of the 
oppofition. There are certain perfons, whofe 
appla'ufe we iliun w'ith as much folicitude as ","e 
feek for that of others, and I mufl: confefs, there 
are few men in the world whofe praifes I . fuould 
dread more than, thofe of the Virgiriian Giles, 
and I dare fay the Prefident is ve'ry happy to 
think that he has efcaped them. 

The anfwer expreifes'a grateful conviCi:ion of 
the ,Prefident'l) wi e, rm, and patriotic admini
firation, and regrets his departure from office. 
To all this the virtuous and upright Mr. Giles' 
objeaed. Ire raid, that" the Prefident's admi": 
" nill:ration had been neither wi e nor rm; and 
"',as to his departure from office, he felt not the 
" leafi: regret on 'account of it. 'He hoped he 
" would retire to his country feat, and live com-

. "fortably there. I-Ie believed the government 
" of the lTnited States would go on without 
"him. 'The people were competent to their own 
"government. rlhat for thore, who had oppor
,( ed fome of the principal Iueafures of the Prefi~ 
" dent, to vote for the anf\ver in its prefent form, 
" would be writing cbundrel on their or~heads." 

, ' 

, 

',It would be ufelefs to take up nline and myread~ 
ei's ,time in' a juftification of the compliment to 
which Mr: Giles was, oppofed. "fhe people of 
the United States, from one end of the Union to 
the other, have unequivocally expreffed, what 
thi~, gentleman is afraid to exprefs, left thereby 

, he fhould write fcoundrel on his forehead. If 
the reader will look back to the Cenfor for April 
l;tfi, he will find this fame patriot declaring, that ' 
he adored the voice pf the people, and yet he has 

, D 
" 

• 

, 
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now the ten1erity to doubt its infallibility, to re .. 
ftIfe obedience to it, even to luutiny againfi: and 
offer'refifl:apee to its awful commands. If ever 

. . . . 

I derived an extraordinary degree of fatisfaaion 
from the embarraffment of others, it was on fee
ing Mr. Giles and his brother Patriots, the vota
ries of the popular voice, red ueed to take the un
popular fide of a queftion. ~'Ihe leader feems tf) 
have'been fenfible of the awkwardnefs of his fitu
ation, when he faid that'" the people are eompe
" tent to their own government." This wa'~ a kind" 
of palliative,' it was fhifting the groun'd' of oppo
fition, it was a poor miferable attempt to preferve, 
confiiteney, and betrayed either a total'want of 
difcernnn~nt 'In the fpeaker, or a conf~mmate, 
contempt for the underfiandings of the peopl~:, 
for, if the people are conlpetent to their own go- , 
Vel'nnlent, they are certainly competent to form, 
a judgment of the condua of the Prefident,at:ld ' 
as they have declared his adminiftration to be w:ife,. 
firm and patriotic, how dared their zealous and. 
pious adorer to fay they are mifiaken ? 

. 

As to writing, coundrelon his ront, of which 
Mr. Giles feemed to entertain fuch u,nneceffary 
fears, if the approving of the complin1ent in quef-

. ,. 

tion would produce this effeCt, ail the melnbers 
of the fiate legiflatures, ' and nineptenths' of their 
confiituents, had alreadv' taken the hideous in-. . . ~ 
fcription. What a f<:6undrelly god, then, does 
Mr. Giles adore ,? If anobfiinate oppofition to 
all the moll: importao't meafures of an adminiftra
tion, which the anfwer approves df in the aggre
gate, \vas calculated to imprint the terrific wordi 
voting for the anfwer could do no more thanren
der legible what was already written; as charac
ters in certain 'liq uids remain imperceptible till . . . . 

, ' 

- - .J' . 
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, 

, 
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dra\vn forth by the fire. IVI:r. Giles and his fel~ 
low labourers prudently fhrank from the ordeal; 
but they will ~xcufe us, if our imaginations 
'would fupply its place. Read we affuredly {hall, 
and it will be nothing very extraordinary if we 
fhould extend the lignification . of-every term 
t~lat we .think we perceive. 

The next fubjeCt of oppofition was the para
graph which fpeaks of the mifunderftanding with 
the bloody Gallician Republic. In the reported 
anfwer it tlood thus: " 'Ve have ever concurred 

. " with you in the moft finccre and uniform dif--
" pofirion to preferveour mutual r~lations invio ... 
" late, and it is, of courfe, with anxiety and deep 
" regret we hear that any interruption of our 
" harnl0ny with the French Republic has oGcur
" red: for we feel with you, and with our con
" fiituents,. the cordia~ and unabated willi, to 
" maintain a perfealy friendly underfianding 
" with that nation. Your endeavours to ·fulfil 

• 

" that willi cannot fail therefore to interefl: our 
. "attention. And while we participate in the 

" full reliance you have expreffed on the patri
" otifm, felf-rerpett and fortitude of our country
" men, we cherilli the pleafing hope, that a fpi
" rit of juftice and nloderation will enfure the 
" f uccefs of your perfev.erance." . 

This was certainly tame enough, after all the 
outrages and infults of France. The defire to re
eftablifh harmony is expreifed, as Mr. Ames ob. 
ferved, with little refs ardour than the requefi:s 
of a fupplicating lover; and the confidence in· 
the fpirit of the country, in Cdre of an appeal to 
arms, is diiguifed with as much care, as ifit were 
a crime to be Gourageous ill oppofing the vio-

• 

• 

• 

• 
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lence' and lefenting the indign}tie;s .'~f a horde 
of bare-born grovelling tyrant~:':-

• • • 

Ho,v different from this hefitating tone 'was 
that of the Senate: " We are," fay they, "not 
.. :; unn1iIldfu! of the fituation in which events may 
" place us, nor unprepqred to adopt that fyflem of 
,. condull, which, compatible with the dignity of 4 
" re rpea-able nation, n~ce tty may compel us to pur
" . ue." This manly anhver does infinite honour 
to the--man who penned it, and 'let the infolent 
convention recollect, that it was approved of by 
him with whom they will in future be obliged to 
treat.. . 

• 

The anfwer of the Sen3tewas all that could - . 

be wi1hed, but it fhould have been furpaffed in 
warmth by thofe who call themfelves the immedi
ate reprefentatives of the' people. Language that 
may be extrenlely proper, at fuch a crifis, from 
~ool and difpaffionate Senators, whore bufinefs is 
rather to check than to encourage the ardout of 
the public fpirir, may be poor and cold when 
coming from the Reprefentatives,o Every fentence 
from them fhould have [rooked with indignation 
at the infupportable infolence of the French, they 
fhould have declared, that they were ready with 
their lives to defend that independence, which 
had been fo openly attacked, and to fupport 
the governn1ent in every energetic meafure it 

, fuould take to obtain fatisfacrion for the indigni
ties that had been heaped on it. Yet, fo far from 
this was the conduCt of the Haufe, that even the 
paragraph above quoted ·was not humble enough 
for them: not content with expreffing their anxi
tty and deep regret at the interruption of harmony, 
and their unabated willi to maintain a per caly 
riendly underftanding, with the nati?n who had 
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robbed, defpifed, ~n~ 9penly inflllted them ?-nq 
their country~ theymuH needs add another fen~ 
tence, wHhing for the refroration of that harmony 
and a eElion,' whiCh pad hitherto fo happily fub
fined. Not content with an1plifying their tremu
lous accents till the quaver had loft the found of 
n1anhood, they mufi needs begin de Capa and re
peat the fal.tering tune. Nay, the Ian: [entence of 
the paragraph, which fpeaks of a [pirit of jl!/lice 
and moderation, could not pafs without being 
crammed with the word mutual. Mr. Giles in-

• • • 

deed, wifhed to tack an<?ther phrafe; viz. " on the 
part of the Republic," to the end of this word mu
tual. He feemed to think that the anfwer would 

• 

be incomplete without a little non en e. "Thata 
" . mutual fpirit of juftice and .1110derati9n on the 
" part of the Republic will enfure the fuccefs of 
" your perfeverance." If you can go to the 
Sunday-Schools round the city, and find me a 
boy out of his primer ,itu pid and illiterate enough 
to compare a fentence like this, I will be bound 
to find you Iuen in Virginia, who {hall vote him 
into Congrefs.· "C£he Republic," too. f;Vhat 
Republic? Is not An1erica a Republic as well 
as France? rrhe French King forbade his fl1b
jecrs to ·addrefs hiln, or fpeak of him, under 
any other nalne than finlply that of tbe King, 
as if there were but one king in the world; juft 
as we fpeak of the Sun or the Moon. 'l'he def .. 
pots who have Cllt his throat, feem to have taken 
poffeffion of his vanity as well as of his houfes, 
his gardens, his coaches and his jewels. They 
call their poor beggared enflaved country tbe 
Republic. But other kingdonls never obferved 
this fiyle of eminence towards the French mo
narch, nor will it be obferved towards the French 
Republic, I trull, by any other Republic, or 
any other nlortal except NIr. Giles. It would 

• 
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. [eern that the gentleman forgot where he was~ 
and looked upon· himfelfcls a reprefentative of 
the fwarthy French, infi:ead of the' more humane 
and more enlightened, though· footy, citizens 
of the ancient dominion. . . . 

• 

I 

• 

, 

• 

. , . . . 

The imagination 6f this'man, and of all thofe 
who voted with him, appears to have been upon 
the rack to find au t terms expreffive of tLeir de
pendence on the generofity and magnanimity· of 
the infulting foe, and of their want of confidence 
in the people of this country. 'Vas this what 
the Prefident expefred, when he complained to 
them of the aggreffions of the French, and of 
the threats he had received from their minifter ? 
Was this what the .people expecred, when, that 
infolent minifter appealed to then~ from their go
vernment? No; they expeCted no {uen milk
fop tautology. They expeaed a . good, plain, 
and refolute tone, calculated to convince the 
treacherous French, that their independence was 

, . not a mere name 1 and that, while a defire of 
, 

peace dwelt in their breafis, fear of a war found 
no place there. . . . 

, 

. 

It was [aid by thofe who oppofed the introduc-
tion of that redundancy of a caion, which no'w 
difhonours the anfwer, that the fira draught was 
diCtated by a fpiritof acconuno'dation; and, in
deed, this was evidendythe cafe, for no one who 
knows Meffrs. Ames and Sitgreaves, and, reads 
their animated fpeeches in the debate, will be
lieve that this draught was diB:ared by their feel
ings. My complaifance, however, would not 
have carried me fo far; I would have {load alone , 

in- the Houfe; 1 would have oppofed every fen ... 
fence, every word, and every fyIIable" that fa~-

, • 

• 
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voured of tamenefs, that indicated a reliance on" 
the jujlice and, nioderation of the French, or a 
fear of encounte~iqg their 4ifpleafure., I 

'. . 
• 

,. , . -. - . • , • j , 

The thi"rd fubjetl: of oppofition was, that fen-,' 
tence in the anfwer which {lyles the people of 
America " the freeft and moll: enlightened in the 
~, . world ;'" and who could help being furprifed 
,that the adorer of the people fhould take the lead 
here alfo! One would imagine,' ,that to be pro-. 
per objeCts of adoration, they iliould at leaft be 
the moft free andenlightenedin the world; un· 
lefs we fuppore that Mr. Giles adored them for. 
their purity and virtue, which there is very ·little 
reafon to do. . . 

• • 
, 

There words were at I all: changed for, " a· free 
" and e~lightened people." the caufe of this 
(w~th iliame be it fpoken , was,jear of 0 ending 
the French Convention, 'an affembly that, every 
worthy American longs to fpit upon; an affem
bly whofe approbation is a mark of difhonour 
ten thoufand tinIes greater than li:anding in the 
pillory or being burnt in the hand. .1'alk of 
writing fcoundrel in the ,forehead! I would 
fooner bear the word fcoundrel as a motto round 
the pupils of my eyes, than be blafied with the 
approving grin .of a gang of affaffins • 

• 

That the caufe of the oppofition was w~at I 
have flated ir,mufl: be clear to everyone who 
recolleCts the language of the members who took 
a par~ in it, on other occafions. 1'here is hardly 
a people in Europe, except the French, whom 
they have not, a~ different times, fince the pre
fent war, 'reprefented as buried in flavery and 
brutal ignorance. They infificd that the Haufe 

• 

• 

• , 
, 
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llad' notignttp ca~ reflections 'nn:foreign'natioris; 

{)P the governrilellfand parlialil'eht 6f;Bntain ? 
,\Vhat ~ight had a.n~ot_her nlemperto' call the Em-

1~ .gener.<;ila' he.rdof~ro\vned monfte,rs? "The 
{aa may be t~ue,'" {aid: they ~,~, bUt we have 'no 
" ,right to fiep .beyond the '1)otiridaries of our 
" qwn ~ou,ntr::i~ cb,ntraftitwith any other." 

~as p1!e.of ~hefe lno~en~ve ah~mode{t gentle
Ihen~ do 1 all: Jeffion ?~, 'Great BritaiIl,'~ faid he, 
"was, once' free; . but now Great Britairi, and' 
" all Europe, France excepted, is in . cbains /" .. 
vVas th}is, fiepping ,beyond. the boundary line? 
This "vas not bei:llKcontent \vitti" eulbgiumon 
America, but was optmly infulting every nation 
of Europe, '~xcepi the French,' the free and en
lightened heroes of. the Blo'ody," Buoy. 'B'ut, why 
need w.e go 'hackio'pafr feffions, when'in the. 

- _f "'.. • _ • 

ptefent one, ~~d even In thIS' debate, and ort thIS 

exdanll: ',' KIng-craft and 'pneficrafthave too 

" . marc .enlIghtened tImes, I trufl: are approach
~, ing, and~ 1. hope ere long republicanifm,viH 
'" cover the earth."· . Like theuniverfal'deluge 
1 fllppofe., .. _ 

, 

. 

. ' 'It', is pr~tty clear froln this fally of Mr. Parker, 
that no nations were' to be excepted but thofe who 
atc_, or call themfeIves, republics. This might 

I. ! ..' '. •. , . 

have done very ,welJ, 'and the anfwer mIght have 
been thus amended with fOlne little confiftency, 

being preffed hard by Mr. vVIlham Slnlth-;who 
truli aifertcd that fear of giving umbrage to the 

J 
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French; was at the! bottom of the oppofition, he; 
tack.ed [hart about, and ran .headlong into the 
moa monllrous. contradiCtion that ever bemired 
a POQf orator ... "No ;" raid he, "1 have notthe 
" French republic, or any other nation in view; 
." theSwifs Cantons havefhown them:fdvesmore 
." enlightened than we." ,All was well yet, but 
Mr. Parker, like nloil: other eloquent men, is . 
very fond'of enulueration, and he unfortunately 
added the Danes and the Swedes. 'rhefe nations 
:alfo, he faid, were more enlightened than the 
'people of America, though, in the fame fpeech, 
he declared that King-craft had too long govern
ed the world with an iron rod,- and -hoped that 
more enlightened tinles were at hand, and that 
republicanifm would foon cover the earth! He 
could not be fa very ignorant, or at leaft I fhould 
fuppofe fo, as not to know that Denmark ·and 
Sweden are governed by kings; buthe was hem .. 
med up in a corner,- and did- not know where to 
look for more enlightened republics thanhisown, 

. except Frana.- A legiilator {hould always un-
·derfrand geography and aftrononiy, and then 
," his eye in a fine fit of frenzy rolling," might, 
as poCtor Rulli fays Rittenhoufe did,find out re
publics in the Inoon. However, a very little 
Hudy of the former fcience, Inight have led .Mr . 

. Parker, in his jump from Switzerland to Den
mark, to perceive the dear fifrer republic of Ba
tavia. Here he might have found a triumphant 
comparifon. Republicanifnl has enlightened the 
Dutch with a vengeance. The fans-culottes have 
worn them down till you 01ay read a newfpaper 

. through their ribs. Geneva too, which was fo 
near him when he was got anlong the Swifs, 
might, one would have thought, have clain1eda 

E 
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. preference toDenrnark and Sweeden; particular
lyas the cheering rays .of ,republicanifm have 

, been comn';,unicated to it by. the great, luminary 
\vhich feenlsto bethefole objeCtofhisadmiration • 

• 

• • •••• , . ,. .. ..-
• " - -

. Mr. Parker moved for {hiking out the words, 
· " freefl and,p.loft enlightened.~'. ThisMr .. Chrif
ti.epropofed toame'nd; by inferting," free-eft, 
"and amongst:the moft enlightened;" but frill 
'Mr~ Swanwick thought the ,,;ord "amongJt"lhould 
C~ine before, inflead of after "jree-ejl ; becaufe 
." not)1ing .could tend more to pre erve the peace 
" of the ~C?untry; than treating others wit/; rc
" '!pee? ;"and,in this opinion he was joined by 
~Mdfrs. Coit and Dayton, the latter of w honl moft 
hUlnbly thought, that " the amendnlentvery 
" lunch Joftened the terms, and rendered them 
" more palatable." At lafl:, after thefe four 
words had undergone jufl as nlany changes as 
can be lung upon four bells, the peal was elafed 
with, " ree and enlightened people." 

Gracious heaven! and have I lived tO'hear the 
Anlerican Congre[s, men whofe brow I had been 
taught 'to believe independence had lnadeits chofen 
feat, haggling. three whole days about four words 
of c0111pliment to their country, and at laft ex
punge thenl, left. they fhould give offence to a 

· foreign nation! Mr. Livingflon and the news-
· nlonger Brown may dun usas long as they pleafe 
about the flavery of Britons, but if a menlber of 
their Houfe of Comnlons were tilllid enough to 

, ex prefs his ears at .calling his nation the free-eft 
and rnofl enlightened in the'\vor.ld, I flatter lUY
fdfhe would never dare {how his face again in· 
that airembly .. For a nation, which dare~not 

. pars onitfelf whatc\,cr COlllplinlent or encomium 
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it pleafes, to call ,;itfe1f free and independent, "is 
an abufe of words that nothi,ng can be a fufficient 
punifhmentfor, except, theconfciouTnefs of be
ing, ' and of being thought, 'exaCtly the 'contra
ry of what it firives to appear. 

, 

... . , 

That the amendment fhould be adopted at all, 
is a circunlfi:ancein itfelf fufficiently hunliliating; 
bu't, when we 'confider it was adopted f~)r fear 
of giving ulubrage to France; when we confider 
that the reprefentatives of the people thought it 
unfitting to declare thenlmorefree and cnlightC:l
cd than the bate, the willing Daves, the brutilhly 
ignorant and illiterate wretches left in the French 
territory, we feel our fuperiority inruit:,d~ and 
defpife the man who 'would Ihrink from the de-
claration. . . ' . . 

. . 
, 

, 

In that ree country, France, the parent dares 
not yield proteaion~to his child, nor the'child to 
his parent, without the previous confent of [orne 
petty underfirapping defpot. lVlan poifdfes no
thing; his property belongs to a mob of tyrants, 
who call themfelves the nation) who hold his la-

.. 

bour' and his very carcafe in a {tate of requifitio~. 
If his griefs break out into complaint,he isdrag
ged to a tribunal, where no evidence is required. 
i\. fluug, a look, a tear, or a figh, betrays hinl. 
To repine at the cruelty- of his fatc, is, to b'e fur-
pecred, and to be f ufpecred ,is death. ' 

, 
, , 

• 

1.Ve need not ftretch our view acrofs the At-
landc for fpecirnens of French liberty; we Inay 
fee enough without quitting our own country, or 
even our houfes. The. cockade proclaJJlation of 
Citizen Adet is at once an infult to the United , 

States, and an aCt of aboluinable tyranny on the 
, 

, 
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unfottunatePrench whohave'tak'en 'il refu~e in 
them. 1"hty muft not'onlyfuffer fhameJor their 
country, but m'un: bear about them the fign of its 
difgrace, ' the liberty' of 'the infamous Orleans. 
They mufl: not only be ~efpoiled of fheir wealth, 
and driven from theirhonles and' their families, 
but mufl:' drag their thaihs into difianFlands. It 
is not enough that they:iliould be branded with, 
the nanle of flave ; they mufl: wear the fymbol of 
their flavery, and that, too, exactly where other 
men wear the fymbol of courage and of honour! 
, Will not the peopleof America blufh to think, 
that their reprefentatives· were afraid toaff'ert, 
that they enjoyed a degree of freedont fuperior 
to'this? " , 

Of the enlight~ned people, now called ' the 
French nation, not one out of five hundred can 

. fpell his own nanle'. As to religion, four years a
go they were feen kneeling with their faces prone 
to the earth, blubbering out their fins, and be .. 
fe~ching abfolution from the men, whon), in a 
ydu afterwards, they degraded, infulted, muti
lated and murdered. After the changing catho-
lic ' wodhi p, at the comlnand of one' 'gang of 
,tyrants, for a woriliip that was neither catholic 
. not 'protefiant ; at the command of another,. they 
. abandoned, all worfhip w hatfoever ,and, publicly , 
"rejoiced that" the foul of man was like that of 
" the beaft." A third gang orders them to be
lieve that there is a god: inftantly the fubmiffive 
brutes acknowledge his exifience, and fall, on 
their kn'ees at the fight of Robefpierre,proclaim-

, '-ing the decree, with as much devotion as they 
formerly did at the elevation of the facred hoft. 

, , , , , 

, . .. , , - , 
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. Politically ccnfidered, they are.equally enlight-
ened. Every fucce:(Iive faCtion has been the. o~ ... 
jet\: of their huzzas, in the day of its power, and 
of their' execrations in that of its fall. They 
crowded to the bar of the Convention· to felici-. . 

tate Robefpierre on his efcap'e from thepoignard 
of a woman; and, in lefs than fix .. weeks after .. 
wards, danced round his fcaffold, .and mocked 
his dying groans.· Firft they approve of a C~)ll
ftitution with a hereditary monarch, whofe perfon 
they declare inviolable and acred, and fwear to 
defend him with their lives. N ext they n1urder 
this monarch, and.declare themfelves a republic, 
to be governed by a fingle chan1ber of delegates. 
This fecond conftitution they deft roy , and frame 
a third, with two chainbers and five co-equal 
kings. - -After having fpent five years in - mak
ing war, in the name of liberty and equality, 
upon· arms, frars, garters, croffes, and every other 
exterior fign. of fuperiority of rank, they very 
peaceably and tamely fuffer their mafiers to dub 
themfelves with what titles they pleafe,. and ex
clufively to a{fun1e garbs and badges of diftinEti
on far more numerous than thofe which former
ly exifted in France .. 

• 

But, the circumflance beft calculated ·to give'a 
, juft idea of their bafenefs of fpirit and fwiniih 

ignorance, is, their fanCtioning a conftitution, 

of their affemblies, and then. fubmitting to a de-
cree, obliging theln to choofe two-thirds of the 
number out of the Convention. Nor was this 
all ; the· Convention, not content with. enfuring 
the re-e1e8:ion of thefe two thirds, refei'ved to 
itfelf the pO'wer of rejeCting fuch members of the 
other third as it nlight not approve of ! And yet 

• 

• 
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the wife _ Mr. Parker calls the French" afree and 
enligbtened people," and very piouflywi1hes that 
King-craftmay be done away,\·and that 'repub:" 

, licani 11l may enlighten: the whole. earth !, ,The 
Haufe of Reprefentatives :were afraid even to 
hjn~ that this nation of pOPT--cajoled," cozened, 
bullied, bamboozled devils, were lefs enlighten-
,ed. than the people of America:! . 

, 

There is not a true American, and I love to 
believe that a very great IlJajority of the people 
of thefeftates are of that defcription, who does 
not rejeCt with [corn the idea of being upon 'a 
level with the regenerated French; not only' in 
underfianding, but in any refpeCl: whatever~ 
Their very friends, the Denlocrats,nay their beft 
paid hirelings, defpife them in their hearts, as 
much as a profiitute defpifes her cully., 

After having contemplated. the modefl: and 
h u1l1ble tone of the Antifederal members towards 
France, it may not be alnifs to contraft it- with 
their language towards Great-Britain" on an oc
cafion fOIuewhat fimilar. It was reported, that 
his Britannic Majelly had iffued inllruB:ions for 
feizing Anlerican veffels, contrary to the law of 
nations. It was indeed, well known that many 
veifds were feized ; but it was not known that 
the feizure was authorifed by thefe infiruCtions. 
They were equivocal, and therefore left roonl to , 
hope that they were mifconfirued, by, interefl:ed 
individuals, and that an inuenlnification would 
be obtained by a Inanly and temperate reprefen
tation of th~ injury. " 'fhis hope, which was then 
entertained by the friends of the fe~eralgqvern
ment, has fince been completely realized. But, 
Vilhat w~s the, tone oEMr. 1\1adifon, 1\11'. Clarke, 
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Mr. 'Day too; and all:thofewho are now for foften
ing their language towards France, till it furpaifes 
in effeminacy the pipe of a fickly girl? What 
\\;ete the nleafures they then propafed? Lay a . 

• 
i 
I , 

double duty on theIr goods, . faid one; Prohibit all 
trade with them, faid another; and Mr. Dayton 
ofFered a refolution for' " fequefhating all debts 
" due from the citizens of the United States to 
" the fubjecrs of the king of Great Britain."
·Thus, without waiting a Inon1ent to inquire whe
ther the king's infl:rucrions were mifinterpreted, 
or whether an indelunification was likely to be 
obtained, the feizure was to be regarded as a 

i ·conlmencement of hoftilities, reprifals were im
Inediately to be lllade, and'that, too, in a mode 
that every honourable and honefl: Ulan turns fronI 
with fcorn. 'Vas this very" palatable," MI'l' 
Dayton? 

i , 
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, It was during this memorable debate, that l\ir. 
Smith from Maryland, 17lodeflly exc1ainled::-, -
'-Let us adopt the refolution. It will arreft 
" twenty "nil/ions of dollars in our hands, as a 
".fund to reiluburfe the three or .four millions, 
" which we have been fl:ripped of by that piratical 
"nation, Great Britain, according to the inftruc
" tions of that king of lea-robbers, that Le·viatba12 
"who aims at fwallowing up all that fwinls on 
"the ocean, that mon/ier, whofe only law is 
" power, and who refpecrs neither the rights of 
" nations, nor the property of individuals."'· " 
'Vas this decent and honrjl fpeech very "palat
" able ?", '" Thefe political C09ks feem to be 
very Gdlful in djf!inguifhing tht difference be
tween the palates of Britons and that of the 
f?Upe~lnaigre, frog-eating French, who can re
ldh nothing that is not bien cuit, or coddled to 

• 
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except the fldh -and blQQd of arHlo-
• • • -• . 

. . 

.. ~triking as this contrafris,· itis not feen in its 
. proper light, till accompanied with a campara
ti ve view of the injuries receiv~d from' ~he two 
-nations. The' Britilh, when they were called 
pirates, fla-robbers;' and monfiers, 'by a member 
of Congrefs; had unlawfully feized on American 
property, to . the amount of " three or our mil. 
" lions of dollars." The French, even at that 
time, were guilty of the fame aggreffions, and of 
this the Congrefs could not plead, ignorance, _ as 
it was llated to them by order of thePrefident; 
in the farne report that complains of th~ condua: 
of the Britifn. . At the prefent epoch it is ac
knowledged that the depredations of ,the French 
are double in amount to thore of the Britilht be .. 
fore any indernnification was obtained.· But, to 
avoid all difpute' on this fubjeB:, let~us fuppofe 
that the lofs from both nations t~ be of exaClly 
the fame amount, and confine our. remarks to the 

. vall: difference in' their anterior fituation and fub
fequent condutt with refpeB:' to this- country. 
Great Britain had no treaty, either of alnity or 
commerce, with America ;'her condua towards 
us, therefore, ","as fubjeB: to 'no nile but, that 
prefcribed by the general law of nations, the 
principles of which, often leaving room for nlif .. 
interpretation, give a fcope to an abufe of power, 
that does not, if reparation be demanded' and 
obtained, fix the fligma of cowardice or depen-

the Fre)lch was quite different. The depreda .. 

-of a folemn sontraCl:,· volun~arlly entered Into 
. ,with America. Great Britain e~cuf~d herf~lf by 



, 

declaring wheth~r truly or not is: no matter) tha't 
her orders had been mifconflrued, that fhe was 
ready to make reftitution, and it is well known 

o that, Jhe ha,s mage good this, declaration,oby pay- , 
, iug the full value .of the cargoes and ve1fels ille-
o gaIly feized.But, 0 theconduEt of the French 

leaves no roonl for an excufe. They cannot plead I 

:amifconfirucrion of their orders, their fpoliations 
, .-ha ve n'ot taken place under an .ambiguous infiruc-
o tion; . but are warranted by a decree of their tyran-
. .nical. atfembly _; and, to deprive. America of the 
hope of indeLnnification, and even of the ap-

• 0 pearance,. of 11laintaining her rights, they 0 have 
.hurled this decree in ·our teeth. The Briti£h un-

o 0 

o ]awfully feized .on the property of Americans, or, 
.if you will, in the polite'language of Maryland Mr. 

o 0 Smith, that nation of " monfters" robbed thein ; 
·but 0 the mininer of thefe "monfl:ers" did not pro
claim the plundering order in this country, and in-
-fult the people wholnthey had robbed, by telling 
thenl that it was the fault of their own Executive. -
The French have done all this and ten times 
.more: ,they have trampled upon the indepen
denceof Americans, braved 0 them, fcofred at 
them: tli~y have done every thing but kick the 
,Prefident from his chair and take po£fefiion of 
the governluent: and yet Mr. Dayton, the ener-
~getic Mr .. Dayton, fays not award about eque
·tration; he is even afraid to cOH!plinlent his con
·fl:ituents on their 0 reedom and ltnderllandin~, left 

rous and infolent nation~ Not a word do we now -
hear 0 about "pirates and ea-robber s, and le·via-

. ," !hans, z.nd 11lo1~llers :" all breathes a cleure to 
cultivate "barmony, perfeCl friendj7Jip, and oJ.lfoc
"tion." In fpe~lking of the depi"cdariolls of the 

F , • , 
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Britifu, " nothing," it ,vas faid, "was to be ex: ... 
" petied from the jufiice of a nation who had 
" robbed us ;" but now, behold, every tbing is to 
be left to the "ju/lice and moderation" of the 
French, after we are not only well affured that 
their robberies have far. furpaffed thofe of the 
Briti1b, but after their minifler as contemptuoufiy 
told us, that thofe robberies are fanaioned by 
his government; that it has given orders for vio
lating the treaty, and is determined to continue 
i~ the violation. Thus, one nation is fpoken of 
with approbation, efleem and affeCtion; is even 
flattered and careffed, after loading us with inju
ries a thoufand times greater than thofe which 
drew down on another nation the indecent and 
opprobrious terms of " pirates and monjlers." Is 
this a proof of the cand<?ur or of the obfiinate pre
judice, of the wifdom or folly, of the Haufe of 
Reprefentatives? Is it a proof of the indepen Q 

dence of America on Great-Britain, or of its ab-
· jetl: dependence on France? 

To what are We to afcribe the immeafurable 
• 

difference between the daring and infulting tone 
formerly. aifu'med towards Britain, and the poor, 
piping, pufillaniInous language, that is now held 
towards France. Is it becaufe one is a monarchy, 
and the other calls itfelf a republic? I have 
heard, or read, of a fellow that was foaccufioI11-
ed to be kicked, that he coulddifiingui:fh, by the 
feel, the fort of leather that affailed his pofteriors. 
Are Ollr buttocks arrived at this perfeB:ion of fen-

. fibility? And do we really find that a republican 
[hoe wounds ollr honour lefs than a monarchical, 

. /' 

one? Is an injury fronl a nation on whom .w.,e 
·heap~,d every ternl of abufe, and for whofe annI
hilation we, and even fame of our parfons, de-
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voutly prayed, lefs calculated to roufe our fee}. .. 
ings, than the accumulated 'injuries an(L infu!ts 
of another nation, whom we diflihgui!hed, ,~y 

'every fign of partiality, for wh0fe misfortuJj~~-, 
we put on ulourning, and for whofe viCtories 'we, 
mocked and infulted ,heaven with tha!lkfgiviI~rg,? , 
Is a tingle flap on the cheek from a power, wit~,_", " 
whom we had no conneCl::ion, Iefs offenfive than':~ , 
reiterated blows from an ally? Finally, is the 
comn1erce of Britain lefs neceff"ary to Al11erica 
than that of France, or is the power of the latter 
more to be dreaded than that of the former? ' 
This laft quefl:ion is the only one that requires to 
be exan1ined: the refl:, I trun, are already an
fwered in the mind of the reader. 

, 

Theneceffity of a commercial conneCtion be
tween Great Britain and America, is fo loudly, 
and unequivocally ,aiTerted by the unerring voice 
of experience, that nothing but the blindefl: ig
norance, or the mofi unconquerable prejudice, 
could poffibly have called it in queftion. Imme
diately after the fufpenfion of this comm'eree, 
eaufed by the revolutionary war, it was on both 
fides refull1ed with more ardour than t'ver, not
withfl:anding all the arts that France and her par. 
tizans employed to prevent it. In vain did poor 
Louis iifue ediCts to encourage his people to fup
plant their rivals, in vain did he take ofT his du
ties and ofFer prenliums; in vain did friend Brif
fot coax the uakers, accl citizen 1Vladifon fpeech
ify the Congreis :, in [pite of all their fir!e pro- ' 
mires, ccljoling"l and wheedling; in fpite of the 
mortification of Britain, and the morc powerful 
prejudice of America, no fooner ,was the obflacle 
ren10ved by the return of peace; th,an without a 
treatr,,'of friendfhip or cOll1fficrce,without any" 
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other fiimulu-s than mutual interefl:,confidence 
and inclination, the two countries rufhed together 
like congenial waters that had been feparated by 
an artificial dyke. 

It is this natural connccUbn with Britain, the 
Britifh capita}, which a confidence in the {lability 
of the government· invites hither, together with 
the credir that the TIlerchants of that country give 

. to thofe of this, a credit which Briti[h nlerchants 
alone are either willing or able to give, that forms 
the great [ource of Anlerican wealth. .. lV1 r. Smith 

.. from l\1aryland, the polite lVIr. Slnith, who called 
the Britifh " §a-robber~ and . 17lorljters," incauti
oufiy acknowledged, in the fanle breath, that 
thefe " monflers H gave a fiationary credit to this 
country amounting to twenty millions of dollars. 
Grateful gentlenan! A very grt'at part, of this 
credit is given for a tweI ve-ril0nth at Ieafl: ; fo that 
the fimple interefl: on it amounts to one million two 
hundred thou and dollars anlZual~y; an advantage 

,.. to this country thatll1ight have merited in return 
fomething" more paLdable" than ea-rF;bbers and 
" mon .crs." 

If Anlerica could obtain what {he fiands in 
need of which £he cannot from any other coun
try than Britain, from \-vhat country on earth 
c'ould ihe obtain them on tenns like thefe? The 
capacity of France, in the brighteft days of her 
con1tllercial profperity, was fairly tried. Cor
refpondencies were opened with her merchants; 
but what was the refnlt? The total ruin' of then1 
and of all thofe who were concerned with them. 
rIney are no more; they are forgotten. Their 
trade could be equalled in fhortnefs of duration 
by nothing but the \-vear of their n1erchandife. 

• 
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To fay, as fOqle of the French faCtion have done, 
that America does not want the InanufaCtures of 
Britain, is an infult on the national difcernnlent lit. 
tle !hort of the Blunderbl! S of n1y old friend Citizen. 
Adet. Let any man take a view of his drefs when 
he is drdfcd like a Ulan, frolll head to foot, 
frolll the garments that he weaTS to fea, to plough, 
to market or to church, down to thare with which 
he fieps into bed; let hinl look round his Ihop, 
and round the {hops of his neighbours; let hinl 
examine his library, his bed-chatl1ber, his par
lour and his kitchen, and then let hinl fay how 
great a part of all he fees, of all that is indif
penfable, ufeful or con~"enient ; let hi m fay how 
great a part of all this CaInes fro1n Great Britain,_ 
and how fn1all a one froIH France or any other 
country; and,then if he be fool enough, let hitn 
fay with the Gallican faCtion, that we H:and in no 
need of the InanufaC1ures of Britain. 

The cotnmercial connection oet\veen this coun
try and Great Britain is full as necefb.ry as that 
betwen the baker and n1iller, \"hile the connec
tion between America and France may be com-, 

pared to one between the baker and the Inilliner 
or tOy::~lan. -france may furni£h us with looking 
g12ffes· but without the aid of Britain we 111:111 be 
aihame to fee ourfelves in tbem, unlefs the fans. 
culottes can perfuade us that thread-bare beggary 
is a beauty. France Inay deck the heads of our 
wives and daughters but by the bye, {he {han't 
thofe of mine) with ribbons, guaze, and. powder, 
their ears with bobs, the cheeks \vith paint, and 
their heels with gaudy party-coloured filk, as 
rotten as the hearts of the manufaCturers; but 
G-reat Britain n1ufl: cover their and our bodies. 
\\Then the rain pours down and wa{hcs the - rofe 

-
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n-om the cheek; when the bleak north-wefl:er 
blows through the gauze, then it is that we know' 
our friends. Great Britain mufl: wrap us up warm, 
and keep us all decent, [nug and comfortable, from 
the child in fwaddling cloths to its tottering grand-

:1' fire. France may fend us cockades~ as {he does 

, 
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or. has~ done in abundance; but Great Britain 
roufi Jtud us hats to flick them in. France may 
furnifh the rume, but Great Britain mull: fend us 
the fhiit; and the commerce of the latter nation 
is jufl: as much more neceffary to this country 
than that of the former, as a good decent {hirt is 
more neceffary, than a paltry difhclout of a rume. 

, ~" ~·~oI' 
, , 

, 

As, then, the importance of a trade, with any 
nation., mull: be the fiandard whereby to nleafure 
the embarraffment and dif1:refs that its fufpenfion 
'would produce, it is evident that a war with 
Great Britain would, in this refpett, J have been 
produClivtl·,of infinite calamities to Atnerica, while 
a war with' France would hardly be felt. The 
dangers, therefore to be apprehended from l1li
litar-y operations only, remain to be confidered. ' 

By going back to the epoch, when the hol1:ile 
tone "vas aiTun1ed towards Great Britain, 1 could 
reprefent her as in poifdlion of the fVo/lern-Pojls, 
and confeq1lendy as 'in a fituatibn to arm andfup
port the Indians, to harrafs that frontier, and by 
thofe m"ans find employrnent for an army of the 
United Stater;>, and that a very expenfive one too. 
But, I {hall decline this '. advantage, {hall confider 
things in their pre[ent fi:ate; I thall even f uppofe 
all inroads from Canada impoffible, , {hall turn Illy 

-
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what nlight be reafonably feared fronl a war with 
Great-Britain, and what from a war "'ith France. 

, . 
. ') 

, 

The mighty difference in the maritime ·;pow~r, 
fkill and courage of the two nations, is fp' univcir-,:" 0 , '" 

fally known, and has undergone fo, many .and, fo 
convincing proofs during the prefent wat, that" , 
any comparifon in this refpeCl: would ~efuperflu-." 
ous. The hirelings of France, do, however, pre
tend that {he c0!11d eat us up alive, crack us as a 
fquirrel does a nut, while we could boldly bid de
fiance to her rival. I {hall not fuppofe it poffible 
for Great-Britain to bonlbard' our towns and burn 

, , ' 

our fhipping, I {hall look upon 'alB O~! hai'bours 
as completely defended; I £hall everi' fuppofe it 
iInpoffible for her to make a landing on any part 
of our coaft, to carry off a fingle facIe of flour or • 
head of cattle; and only infiH, that, with, thirty 
detached frigates, and a fquadron of t\venty fuips 
of the lilie, {be could completely block tip every 
principal port in the United States, ',ill defiance 
of the French and their new allies, Holland and 
Spain. If I am told to look back to what :!he .. was 
able to do, in this way, laft war; I reply, that 
the comlnerce, the foreign relationfhips of this 
country, are not now what they were then, nqr 
would the fpedes of ,var, carried on by Britain!! 
be the fame. Then {he had ar:mies on the land, 
on which the operations of her fleet were depen
dent. It had garrifons to fupply, convoys to ef
cart, and tranfports to conduCt from one nate to 
another. Thofe who look to France and her al
lies for relief, forget that during this \var France 
has loft thirty-ninefhips of the line, with a pro-

I portion ate number of frigates; that the remnant 
of her {hattered fleet is now blocked up in her 
own ports, and that her petty armaments fkulk 
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·about fronl harbour to harbour, ,as if their only 
objeCt ·was to keep out of fight. _ . They- forget 
that the Dutch ~are not -peep, out of the Texel, 
and that the Spania:rc!s, after nluftering their' all 
together,. are fiationed before a pI,ace of refuge 
in the Mediterranean. ,In· this fituation of things 
'Dothi.ng could. prevent Great-Britain froin totally 
cutting, off the commerce of Anlerica, exports, as 
'well as inlports; 'trebling the price of every. ar
ticle of foreign manufaCture, and rendering the 
produce., of the land a drug ;deftroying the re
venue of the country at. the very moment that a 
tenfold augnlentation of it would be neceffary. 

Frotn theFrench and their alIies,on the contrary, 
America has little, nay nothing to fear. When 
\ve are told about their denlolilhing our town~ and 
invading our country, it feems to be forgott~n 
that they mufl: crofs the fea to come to us. Fear 
feems to have deranged the trembling \"retc~es 
,vho hold this language. They talk and think 
about the pro\vefs of the barbarian armies, till 
theyilnagine us divided fron1 them by a river 
only, or, that it is as eafy for a hundred thoufand 
of them to be {hipped off and landed in Am,erica, 
as for them to crofs the l~hine; -they imagine that a 
fleet of three hundred tranfports and fifty fbips of 
the line are as eafily ereeted as a bridge of boats. ' 
'And, during this terrific reve~ie, it never a,nc\! 
·{trikes thenl that Great.,Britain is at war with the 
French, or that her, fleets would blow then1 to 
atoms, before they could approach our coaft. 
lYIr. Giles, and all thofe who talk about the dan
ger :of incurring the difpleafure of the French, 

attack on us in conjunCtion with the SpanIards. 
'rhis is true, and we arc infornled that they haw~ 
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alr~ady to there their" natural allies," to feize 
and confifcate our veffeIs*. 'There is no doubt 
but both nations would \yillingly co-operate in 
fuch an enterprize; but I would aik rv1r. G,iles 
ferioufiy, whether he chinks Anlerica woulilftand 
fingly in the war; whether he thinks the govern
nlent or the people fo incorrigibly blind and 
flupid, as, ~hile they fee the French calling in 
all hell to their aid, to refufe the only affiftance 
capable of repulfing the infernal haft. ()h, 
Lord! fays Mr. Giles, what are you talking 
about! "I diflike extrenlely any intimate connec
" tion betwixt this country and Britain, 110twith-
4:, !landing pecuniary advantages nlay arife from 
" it t." So fays Citizen Adet, and fo fays 
every Frenchman' as well as lVlr. Giles. Yes: 
this is what they" diflike," this is the thing, and 
the only thing, they are afraid of, and it is for 
that very reafon that it ought to take place. > 

-

But, I fhould be glad to know on what Mr.: 
Giles founds his "diflike" to this conneaion, in 
cafe of a war. 11e acknowledges its" pecuniary 
advantages," and that is one great point gained; 
for you well know, Th1r. Giles, that in conncc-

"" It is pretended by France, tbat our treaty with Britain contrl
'\Tenes that with her; ano f01" that re3fon fhe fe'zes our vdfels. 
Groundlef. .. and infolent as this pretext is, it is worth noticing now 
that the Spaniards have hegun to imitate her. We had no tuaty w:th 
them, when that with Great Britain was formed, and therefore, I 
prefume. that the" ".ognanimous Spallifh rr.onarch," as Mr. Swam·viele 
called him, will alledge that our treaty with him was contravened be-

fore it 'Zuas made: nor fhould T much wcinder, if members in :Congn:fs ' 
were to he found, cOllrag;!ul(s and patriotic enough to attempt to fup
port the charge, This is all that is'wl\nte:d to fill up the meafure of 
()llr humiliation. 

t See hi~ fl1eech in this debate. 
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'without '1!loncy"'iVhat., then; 'can'be 'the' objetlion? 
Becaufe Alnerica is a 'Republic' and Britain ~I Mo. 

of ainity' and com'111erce'with' 'Gr~'atBrlrain', 'bilt, 
it ,'ery 'luckily h~ppened; that, jun: before"that 
treaty \\ras 'concl uded~' the Republic of France' 
had 'made a fimilar treaty with the king ofPruffia;' 
2nd now, as if on purRofe tO'give us a fecond ex
ample, fire has coricluded' a treaty oflenfive and' 
defenfive with the king of Spain, and has 'called 

'that nation her "natural allies." 'Now, 'Mr.~ 
Ciles, rub that forehead of yours a lit'tle,' a'nd tell' 
mefincereIy, without any quibbling'or fubterfuge;' 
\vhether you think the Spaniards are more' tiatu'. 
rally allied to the French than. th.e Aniericans are 
. h H' 'n " ,',',', to L e .""nt! 1. ' ' , 

, 
, , 

• 
• 

, 

Surely no nation was ever fo conlpleteIy duped 
as ,Anlerica has been, by the French. and their par
tizans!' By a fin cere and hearty 'alliance' :wiih ' 
Great Britain, {he' 'would not only' place herfelf 
in. a fituation to make a peren1ptory demand 'of 
indelnnification froIn France, ,but, in cafe of re
fufal, VJould he' 'able to ftrlp both France and' 
Spain of every inch. of territory they poifefs in 
this hetnifphere. 1~here is no danger of any 
other n~tion taking un1brage at this. 'America 
and Great Britain might bid defiance t,o the 

, ,vodd. 'l'he map of this continent and its iflands 
lies open before thenl: they ll1ight cut and carve 
for thcnl[elves, and fit down in the quiet enjoy
ment of their ccnquefl:s. The very Inention of 
fuch an alliance would fcare the Dons at the bot. 
tOln of their mines, and would make the c'vcn 
hundred and five tyrants tren1ble on their throne~. 
Yet tht: hirelings of France tell us that this alh-



, 

• 
, 
· • 
· 
.. , 
; 
• • • 
! , , 
• • 

I .. 
; 

I 
I 

, 

; 
• 

45 

ance muf1: not be formed, becauft~, forfooth, Bri ... 
tain is a nlonarchy! . P6'or, paltry objeaio'~! 
France avails. herfelf of all the rafcally aid DIe 
cari rake together; fhe fo~ms treaties with all the 
m6narchiesfhe ~an- fi"nJ bafe enough to join her, 
and calls them her natural,aflies ; but, if Alneri. 
ca' makes a treaty with a 111onarchy, be it merely 
for the purpofes of adjufHng difputes and regulat ... 
ing trade, France, "terrible France," takes of ... 
fence at it, calls it an u:1natural conneCtion, feizes 
our veffels as a .punifhlnent for it, and (with 
fhallle be it fpoke~! is juflified by [onle of. thoLe . 
who are chofea to preferve the honour and inde
pendence of the country! All the worlJ are the 
natural allies of· France; republics, aritrocracies, 
nlonarchies and defpotifnB; Dutch, Genoefe, 
Spaniards, Turks and Devils; but poor i1rnerica 
has no natural ally at all, except France herfelf; 
and if {he choofes, with the aid of her allies 1 to' 
rob and inf nIt her,- Aluerica ruufl: accept of 110 

one's affifl:ance, but lllufl: {land· and be pillaged 
and kic~ed till the by-ftanders cry {hJ.tllC. I-Io
nourable Independence! '~Gloriou3 Revolution/ 7 

, -If this mllft be the cafe, let us hear no nlore 
boaf1:ings and rejoicings. Let the foitrtb qf Jzdy 
be changed from a fefli val to a faft, or rather, let 
it be effaced for ever from the calendar. 
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TO THE INFAMOUS 

o . P A I 

• 

1N ANSWER TO HIS LETTER TU' 
• 

• 

con .. 

• 

~, EREMONY, and even dente, from what ... 
. " ever motive they may arife, have a burt-
" ful tendency, when they give the leaft degree 
" of countenance to ba e and wicked per 6rm .. 
" anus." . 'Vith this lllaxim, Tonl, you begin 
your renlarks on one of your then Sovereign's 
fpeeches to his parliament, and during which re· 
marks you pay a very high, though juft, compli-.. 
ment, to the talents and virtues of Gtneral Wa .. 
ington; the very Ulan whonl you now attempt to 
firip of every talent and every virtue, public as 'vel! 
as private. Conlplain not, therefore, if your nlax
~!n be adopted on the prefent occaiioll ,. if your bru--

• 
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Having> raid, that all the commercial favours, 
or conce tollS, granted by America to England, are, 
by" the pre-exifiing treaty,. granted to France alfo 
. (all which we knew while your were fafe in your 
del! , you proceed to nunlber among thofe con""'! 
c~ IOns, the acknowledgment of. Great Bri tain's 
right to feize contraband articles and enemies 
goods, found on board neutral veffels, which is juft 
no conce ton at all. Great Britain had, prior to 
the treaty, as the Hill has, a right to feize all fuch 
articles and enemies goods, fo found. No flipula
rion in a treaty was neceffary to the recognition of 
this right. It is d1ablifhed by the univerfallaw 
of nations, and is, and ever has been, rigoroufly 
nlaintained, when not furrendered by particular 
convention. It could be no conce 1012 on the part 
of AmeriCa to acknowledge that Great Britain 
poffeifed a right' which fhe did poffefs, and which . 
·fhe exercifed too, before the treaty was formed; 
and if this was no {Oll((! ton, ho\v can the fecond 
article of the treaty .with France be in anywife ap-
plicable to the cafe? . 

• 

I !hall not here prove that the regulations, re .. 
. fpeB:ing feizures, adopted in the treaty between 

Britain and Atneric~, are confonant to the prin. 
ciples of the modern law of nations, and are lTIOre
over fanEtione(~ by the prauice of France. Nei
ther {hall I enter into an explanation of the true 
uleaning of the ftipulation for equal. -avour., nor 

'. attempt to expofe the abfurdity of applying it to 
,\That every independent nation enjoys as a right. 
All this I have done, and I hope to the fatisrac .. 
tiDn<:of every unprejudiced mind, in my, anfwer to 
the' infolent and feditiousNotes of Citizen Adet', 

• • 

to which I would refer you, TO,ln, were lnot lvell 
a!Iured, that you arc guided by villainy, and not' 

• 
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mifguided by ignorance or error. 1 thall not avail 
myfelf of the advantage to be derived from a re
petition of thefe poofs. . I fhall admit your affer
tion, in its fullefl extent, and conviCt you on your 
own'words.· . 

• 

• • 

You fay, that the treaty with Britain, as far as 
. it 'relates to feizures, " is now become engrafted 

" into that with France, and can be exercifed by 
'.'her as matter ofright.'" Now, then, let us 
tut:n to what, the Britifh treaty fays on this head. 
". Where' veffels fhall be captured or detained all 

"jufl fufpicion of having on board enemies pro
" perty, or of carrying to the enemy any of the ar~ 
"tic1es which are contraband of 'Zr)ar; the {aid 
" veffel fl1all be brought to the nearefl: and moll: 
" convenient port; and if any property of an ene
" my fhall be found on board of fuch vetfel, that 
"par~ only which belongs to the enemy {hall be 
"made prize, and the veffel {hall be at liberty. 
" to proceed with the remainder without any im
"pediment." Compare this with your jufiifica
tion of the prefent condutt of the French. Are 
they content with feizing only articles contraband 
nf war, at-the property of enemies? And' do. they 
fuffer the veffel to proceed with the reR of her 
cargo? No; they feize all v~ els bound to the ports 
()f the enemy, whether' they have on board contra· 
band articles, or enemies property, or' not! They 
feize and confifcate both veff'el and cargo, and put 
the captains and feamen in chains. 

You will fay that Great-Britain flopped all our 
veffels bound to her enemies ports, f0111e of \V hich 
~e alfo condemned; but this was hefore the trea
ty with her was nlade, and therefore cannot be 

, fI . . 
• 

• 

• 
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attributed to that inflrument, by which, on the 
contrary, file acknowledges the illegality of all 
fuch feizures, and engages to moke full campen a
tion or the 10 es thereby fzljiained.. l'ake, then, 
the treaty with England, let it be the law to judge 
your Harle.quin mafiers by, and we {hall foon have 
the plc:afure to hear that they have £hared the fate 
they long ago merited, and which their ervanf has 
often io Iniraculoufly efcaped. . 

You were informed of the piratical orders they 
11ad iffued, and were coolmanded to prepare a 
jufiification. In compliance with this cOlnmand 
you rummaged about the treaty, as Milton rum
maged the Bible to find a juflification for the mur
der of ,his king. Your baleful eyes at laft fixed 
ion the eighth article. l-lere, )lOU fay, the treaty 
"makes a concdEon to England of other arti
." cles in Anlerican £hips. ~he e articles are all 
." ·otber articles, and none but an ignoramus, or 
" fomething worfe, would have put fuch a phrafe 
." into a treaty." Do you think that we have ne
verread this treaty? And, if we had not, do you 
think there is a man aITlOng us fool enough to be
lieve that it contains fuch a conceffion? If you 
do, your opinion of the people of your "beloved 
" Anlerica" n1ufl: be much changed. 

This article, out of 'W hich you have culled two, . 
and only t'lVO words, runs thus: "And whereas 

. " the difficulty of agreeing on the preci e ca es in 
"whic~ alone provifions and other articles, not 
" generally contraband, may be regarded as uch, 
" renders it expedient to provide againft the mif
" underflandings which might thence arire : It is 
" agre,ed, that, whenever any fuch articles, 0 be
~' coming contraband) according to the e:(ifling la'l;) 

. . 
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1:, of nations J {hall for that rea on be feized, the 
" fame ihall not be confifcated, but the owners 
"thereof {hall be fpeedily and cODlpletely in
"demnified." So that, you fee, your all other 
articles are reduced to fuch articlts only as are 
contraband 0 'war, according to the modern, the 
extfling law of n.-dions. . 

• 

Play/air calls you "the clumfy advocate of in
"furreftion," and you are certainly as dumfy an 

. advocate of piracy. Poor Citizen Adet is a lanle 
hand enough, but you are niH worfe; he did f> 

flounce about and made a noife before he funk; 
but you juft Inake a bubble, 'lnd go to the bottom 
at once, like a fione or a lump of lead. 

I now COine to your charge againfl: the Prelident 
refpeCl:ing your detention in prifon. You infift 
that you were fl:~ll a citizen of Alnerica, and tha~ 
therefore it was his duty to demand your enlarge ... 
mente You perceived that you had lofl: all claim 
to citizenfuip here, in virtue of the article which 
extends that deprivation to all thofe "who {hall 
"accept of any title or a ce under any foreign 
"king, prince, or ./late." To get ri-d of this you 
have recourfe to a curious quibble: you pretend 
that thi~ provifion did not embrace your cafe, be
caufe France, at the time you joined the legifla
tive mob, was neither a kingdoln, principality nor 

fiate, but a people in a flate 0 1 evolution. 

That France was not worthy of the name of flate 
I aln very ready to allow. The French were then, 
what they are now, a horde of favage::, engaged 
in the work of deflruttion. But, be this as it 
might, France was acknowledged as a ;tate by 
America, and even you, I prefume, will not have 

, 
• , 
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the im pudence to deny, that /he was declared to 
be a republic too, the very firfl: day that you took 
your fe·at in the convention, and, if a republic, 
lhe was certtiinly a flate. Admi tting your bwn · 
doCtrine, then, to have preferved your claim· to 
An1erican citizenfhip, you fhould have abdicated 
your feat, the illfiant this declaration took place. 

You contend tbat a t:1an may lend a hand to 
fcrm a ccnjiitution for a nation who has none, 
'\vithout forfeiting his citizenlhip in his o,"n coun
try. 1 his n1ay be fo: it is nonfenfe, and there
fore not w·orth difputing about. But why aid you 
not retire as fool! as your job ,vas done. You 
cOIJtinued your feat after you had made and [worn 
to and made every. one elfe fwear to -your filly 
work. You had tafted the fweets of plunder, and 
you hung to it like a leech, till Robefpierre chang-

o ed you fron1 a legiilator to a jail-bird. 
• 

·Y· au \viOl to perfuade us, that the being a dele-
gate to aid in fornling a confiitution, was not filI. 
ing any qlfiee at all. NOYI fuppofe that I fhould 
allow this, did you exercife no ether funcHons 
than thofe of a confl:itution n1aker? ,;y as not the 
convention every thing, legiflative, executive and 
diplon1atic; judicial, military, and cede [Oflie ? 
Wele not fome of you· watching the arn"lies, others 
fuperintending the guillotine, and oll;ers preach
ing fernlons of atheifn1 ? 'Vas this fillir~g 1:00 ce? 
And v;ere you not at all riines as F,.ble arid as 
ready. and fit to be thus employed as any of the 
gang? l\f ay, did you not prefide as judge C" ah ! 
rightcGus rafcally judge !") on the trial of I~ouis 
the XVIth? And did not Tour fwinifh voice pro .. 
nOUllce on him the fentence of bani ment? \Vas 
this fillipg no 0 ee? . ; 

• 

·f 
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But, whether you were an officer or not, or . 
whether you had legally forfeited your American 
citizeniliip, what a poor mean-fpirited mifcreant 
muft you be to make a complaint that your re
Ieafe was not requefted by the Prefident, -the man 
w'hom you call an apoflate or an impoflor! 'iVhat! 
old Common Sen e, who was at all times" ready to 

· " fight a hundred tories;" the great Righls 0 Man, 
.. who, "proudly [corned to triumph or to yield;" is 
.- it this hero in the caufe of French liberty, who 
'boldly defied the gallows of Old England, that 

now trembles at the thoughts of the French guil
lotine! "To fuch a pitch of rage and fufpi
" cion "vas Robefpierre and his committee arrived 

· ,:; that it feemed as if they feared to leave a man 
"alive. No man could l'OUl1f upon his life or 

· "twenty hours. * One h und'red and fixty-nine 
, " prifoners were taken out of the Luxembourg in 
: " one night, and one hundred and fixty of them 
.-. "guillotined. In the next lift I have good rea
· "fon to believe I uJas included."· vVell, and 
.• what then? 1Vhy :lhould you not be included as 
: \vell as the thoufands you affifi:ed in fentencing to 
'. death? 'Vhat a poor whimpering {lory is here! 
•. After all your boafiing of the greatnefs and dig

nity of the" denl0cratic floor," you have not dif:' 
. covered a zeal nearly equal to that of Lord Stan-

hope, one of " that clafsof equivocal generation, 
called ariflocracy."t 

" Lord Stanhope. What are all the executions 
" and what is all the blood, about which we hear 
" [uch pitiful tales? The caufe of France is the 

. 

'" This confeffion is valuable. The democrats will not now dC'ny wllat 
I have ever raid about French liberty. 

t See 'Woodfall\; Pa'l"liamentary Rerorti. 
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, 

" caufe of freedom, of mankind. \Vho would 
" hefltate to be executed in fuch a caufe? I would 
" cheerfully be hanged in her caufe." 

, -
" Lord Abingdon. My lords, his Iordfhip willies 

" you to hang him. I befeech your lordihips to 
" give the noble peer rope enough and he wiII ' 
" hang himfelf." . 

Are you not afhamed, Tom, to be furpaifed by 
a lord? Inflead of coming forth fron1 your den, 
a volunteer martyr in this glorious caure, and cry
ing, Vive fa Republique! with your neck under 
the national razor, you trenlble even now at the 
thoughts of your danger. Infiead of dancing to 
the mufic of your republican chains, you pine and 
peak and cry for liberty: as if it were pallible for 
a nlan to want liberty in France !' 

, 

I cannot help obferving here how harmonioufly 
you chime in with the cant of the enflaved French 

" ranny 0 Robe.(pierre the orders 0 Robe pierre I 
" the cruelty of Robe pierre." J uil as if the whole! 
mob of ,tyrants, ' who paffed the bloody decrees, : 

the rea, or the greateft p~rt ofthenl, are alive and r 
in pnoer, and Robefpie;rre' is dead. : 

. 

You are obliged, however, to confefs that the 
convention itfelf refufed to releafe you at the re

'. qucfl: of fome filly Americans: but here again, to 
.. :av'Oid offending your defpotic ·lnafrers, you throw 

he') poor cut-throat, "has fince ab conded. If he 
had been pre[ent you would not have dared even 
to do this. '. 

I 

j 

i 

I 
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The committees, you acknowledge, did order 
your arrefi ; but then as [orne of them are alive, 
and even on the throne, you add : " the commit

! "tees, of which Robe 'Pierre was Dic7ator." 'rhus 
you qualify your tone, kneel, creep and cringe to 
thofe who have held you in chains, and brought 
you to the foot of the fcafroid. Nay you do more. 
CaT not, one of the five fellows now called the Di
re aory, was a menlber of thefe comn1ittees, he 
was Robefpierre's right-hand man, the jackall that 
brought provifon for the guillotine. This is he 

" beloved America," and this meafure your pen, 
your poor old double-turned antithefifes, are now 
enlployed to defend. It is thus that you fupport 
" the dignity of man," that " dignity cOlnpared to 
" which that of lords, dukes and kings dwindles 

~" into nothingnefs." 
I • 

as much his flatterer and flave as your are the £lat
. terer and fla,'e of Carnot. You were made for a 
.,French republican; the bafenefs which they have 

confiantly difcovered, is in your nature. While 
~ the tyrant is alive, he is a God; when dead, he 

, avenger of critnes, and, with other men, the ob
.livion of injuries, with you unlocks the faculties 
: of reproach, and changes your praifes into exe-
. crations. Y o.u are true carrion-crows: . VOll 

~ J 

flutter in flocks from the prefence of the kite, 
, but when he is: wounded by the hunter and lies 
. ga~ping on the earth, you attack his profhate car-
" cafe, and pick out his eyes that arc cIofing in . 
, death. 

• 
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., . Now, Ton1, for your attack on the. Federal Con
flitution. On this head I {hall be very concife.-
· You m un: recolleCt, if your' menlory is not as 
treacherous as your heart, that~ in your" Rights 

· of l\ian," you every were coupled this conftitu. 
· tion with that of France, which your book pro. 
fefl"ed to defend; and that you held the Federal 

.. Confiitution, 'in particular" up for the imitation 
,of the Englilb., Let us therefore contrafl: what 
you then [aid of ·this confiitution, with what you 
fay of it now . 

• 
• 

. Letter to Gen. tVaflillgton. 

. 

· I declare myfelf oPFofed 
to feveral matters in the 
conftitution, particularly to 
the manner in which, what 
is called the. Executive, . is 
formed,.and to the long du-

· ration of the Senate; and if 
·1 live to return to Arperica . 

• •• 
I will ufe all my endeavours 
to.have them altered. . 

• • 

• • 

It was only to the abfo. 
. .lute neceffity of eftahlifhing 
fome federal authority, ex· 
'tending equally over all' the 
flates, that an inftrument,Jo 
incO?!fjtmt as the prefent fe-' . 
deral coftitut~on is, obtain-

• 

cd a fuHrage .. 

• 

, ,- . 

• 

• 

• 

Rights of Man, Part. 2d, 

The whole expenfe of the 
federal government of Arne· 
rica, founded, as I have al· 
ready [aid, on the fyftem of 
reprefentation, and extend. 
ing over a country nearly 
ten times as large as Eng· 
land, . is but fix h 
thoufand dollars, or one 
hundred and thirty-five tho 
fand pounds fterling • 

. . 

• 

The goyei-nment of A 
rica, whi>~n.~js wholly 011 

fyftem.o~-;~reprefentation, 
the on!y':::rea1 republic in t' 

ral1erand in praClice, t· 

now exifts. Its gover . 
has~ ftO other objeEl than, 
public bufinefs of the 
and therefore it is 
a TfpuUir: . 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Letter to Gen. IV'!J'hingtoJl. 
, 

As the federal conftituti
on' is a copy. not quite fo 
haft as the onginal, of the 
form of the Britjlh govern
ment, an imitation of its 
vices was natural!;, to be ex· 
puged. 

• • 
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• 

RigblJ" of lrfan, Part uf. 
• 

It is Oil this fyflem th:lt 
the A!11erican government 
is founded. It. is reprefenta
tion ingrafted upon demo
cracy. It has fixed the form 
by ~ fca1e parallel in all ctifes 
to the extent of the princi
ple. \Vhat Athens was in 
minia~ure, A merica will be 
in n1:lgnitllde. The one was 
the \vonder of the ancient 
world; the othe~ is becom
ing th~ admiration and made! 
0/ the pre/mt. 

• 

There is a pretty little~pofey for you, Thomas! 
'Vhat a vile wretch, mull: you be! That which 
was becolning the " admiration and model of tbe 
" world," is now" a cop)" not quite 0 ba e as the 
"original, of tbe Briti . . government;" and you 
were exhaulling all the hell of fophiflry to per-

I 

fuade the EJ;;!,gliih to change their conflitution for 
an;)ther, fro!n \vhich the vices of their own were 
"naturaf~y to be eX~!Jcaed." , Never~ furely never, 
\V?s a poor dernagogue fo completely deteCted. 
Y onr ldter will do good in this country; but in 
England it will be a national bleffing. Your zn
Lerity will now be feen to the bottonl. 'I hofe 

i ~vhonl you had the add refs to deceive will no\v 
I .' hI u fh a~ t~leir fall y: they will fee the pit you had 

, f~Hrf;d them from defiruCtion. For il1yown part, 
what I ov,re to this performance in COlnmon with 
e\'eI"y. Arn~ri<:an and eyery Englifhnlan, I have 
particular acknowledglnents to, make. It has 
flattered my vanity as a political \vriter; a fpeciel:; 

. .. F 

• 

• 

• 
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. - ~ . -. ,. - -- . - . .. . ' -

weakeft, ' , witnefs your S,eC;,o!lL:lP«lrt pf t1,1e ~~~ ~..Ights. 
"of M qn.'~ ... ' I )Ol1g'1gq-de,<;:lared,th~,t,all' '\\iho, 
were the enemies' " 6f 'the'" Britiili iGoveriuilerit, 

'. "I( .' .• _" :. ,. ~ • 

" would be found to be the enemies"of'ibe' Ge-
"'n ral ,,·"G",· "t f'.I\, • " A d ' . e, .; .': ' " o\~rIlme~ ':'0. i. -,o;menca. , ' n \ nq 
longei'jl~ce th'![l.; Jh~ '$~ptelrlber Cenfor" .whic,h 

, contains :your infamous Ji~e, I -[aid: ," I fincerelr. 
" believe that he meaning you, TOln,) hated, and 
" that he flUI hates the general goverlllpent of the. 
" United ,States:, as much as the Government 0 

"'Grent-Britain'. ' But it was neceffary' that he 
"ihould find out fomething, to hold up to the 
"imitation of the Englilh; no nlatter what" fo 
" that it diff~red, from what they po{fefi"ed." 

, , , 

Anlong the good effeCts that your letter will 
have,orie'is:, and that not of the leafiimponance, 
it will ~e'nd 'to complete the'reconciliation between 

. . - , 

America' and Britain. Your' in'tention' and thi\t 
. '. .. ., .. ... 

of your etnployers was quite' different; but yo"u 
have over'fiepped y'our mark. ,'When' the people 
of this country firfi read your" Rights of Man," 
they- were "naturally flattered, with your' 'compli
n1ents totheirwifdom. ' To have for'meda go;. 
vernment," theadIl1irati~n 'and model' ~f the 
",\vOTld," 'and to 1?e held up to ' the' imitation' of 
their ri vals 'in freedom, merited, a retut,il' of. ap-

, 

find, that the E'nghfh refufed to be l!lfiruCled. 
I-Ience the appellations of '" Briti.fh tyrant,"· and 

'" willing' naves; ";and aU the, acri l11onious. and 
difdainful language that was .for a long tim~ held 
towards that nat~on. ' But, now, whe~ they',' per
ceive that their 'flatterer isbecolne" an ',aq-ailant, , 
and that their "adn1iration 'and moclel';'of,the 

,. ","\:. 

, " WOT ld," is no n10rethan -a : mere ~':PDpy, not 
, 

, 
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ii' qu#e 0 ba e as .th~ original, of _th~ Briti /) <..~'o
"vf!T!meizt.," . th~y,~illbegin to' think that the 
people ,ofEnghind'w'ere,notfo foqlifh; thClt they 
Hill,:;tre fr~emen,~nd. worthy of their friendfhip 
and affedion. . . . '. ' . ... , .. -

. .. . • .- -;1·.' -, •.. " . . . . 
• • 

·In a" fucceffiveattack onall'thafis fair and 
. . . 

exceII'ent, the conduc7 andcharaBer o!:Genrral 
~¥a 'JingtfJn naturally follows the Fede;al Conni-. , -
tlon.· '.' 

, , . 
. ,tG.' .' 

.. I-will not caft a flur on this illu!1:rious man by 
attempting to defend him againfl: the {hafts of 
Tom Paine, but I will make you, Tom,. d~fenu 
him againft yourfelf. . " . '. . . 

• 

. 

Lelltr to Gen. IV qflington .• 
• • • 

• • • 
• • 

'Vhen we fpeak of mili- .. 
tary character, fomething 
more is to be underftood 
than conftancy; and forne-. 
thing more ought to be un- . 
d.erftood than . the Fabian 
fyftem of doing nothing.' 
The nothing part can . be 
done by any ,body. Old 
Mrs. Thompfon, the houfe-' 
~eeper of head-quarters, 
(who threatened to make,. 
the fun and the wind fhine 

• 

through Rivington of New 
York) could have done it 
as well as Mr. \Vafhington. 
Debor<lh would have been 
as good· as Barak. The 
fuccefsful 1kirmifhes at the 
clofe of one campaign, mat
ters that would fcarcely be 
noticed in a better fiate of 

• 

things, make. the brilliant 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
. -

.. Common, SenJe. 
Voltaire has remar1(cd 

that KingWil1iam never 
appeared to fl1lladvantage 
but in difIiculties and in ac
tion ; the fame remark . mar 
be made on General \Vafh-

.. ington, for . .the character 
fits him. The're is a natu
ral fiIIIlnefs in' fame minds 
which cannot be . unlocked 
by trifles, hut wh.ich, when 
unlocked.. difcovers a cabi
net of fortitude? and I 
reckon it among thofe kind 
of public b/~!ling.r, which 
\ve do not immediately fee, 
that GOD hath bldfed him 
with uninterrupted health, 
and given hi,m a mind that 
can even jhurj/h flpon care. 

• 
, 

I . 

I 

• 

. .. 
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LUler to Gm. IVqjhinglon. 

, 

. exploits of Gen. 'Vafhing
ton's feven campaigns.-.No 
wonder we fet! [0 much pu
fillanimity in the Prditit:llt 
when we fee· fa, little enter· 
prifi in the Gentral. 

.. 

, ' , , , 

, 

Elevated. to the chaIr of 
the Prefidency you affumed 
the merit of every thing to 
yourfelf~ and the natura.l 
ingratitude of your con ill· 
tution began to appear. 
You commenced votir Pre-

• 
fidential career by encou-
raginO" and fwallowing the 

I;> • d groffdl: adulatlOn,an you 
travdled America from one 
end to the other, to put 
yourfelf in the ,vay of re
ceiving it. You have as 
many addreffes in your cheft 
as James the II. Monopo
lies of every kind marked 
your adminiftration almofl 
in the mommt of its com
mencement. The lands ob. 
tained by the revolution 
were lavi!hed upon parti- ' 
zans; the interl:1t of the 
diibanded foldier was iold 
to the fpeculator; injuftice 
\vas acl:t·d under the pre
tence of faith; and the 
chief of the army became 
th~ patron of the frilud. 

, 

, 

• 

• 

• , 

. , 

'" .' 

, 
, , ,- , 

, 

. . .' . , 
, 

, " 

, ' 

Rights of Man, Part zJ.' 
, 

- '. .' . 
I prefume, that no man 

in f his fober fenfes, will 
comnare the character of ... 
any of the kings of Europe 
with that of General V\T afh-
• lllgton. 

As foon as nine ftates had 
concurred, (and the reft fol
lowed in the order their 
conventions were eleCted) 
the old fabric of the f(de • 
ral' government was taken 
down, and the new' one 
erected, of which General 

, 'Vafhington is prelident.' .. 
J n this place I cannot help, 
remarking, . that the cha
raBer and firvices of this 
gentleman are fufficient to ' 
put all thofe' men called kings, 
to flame. While they 'are 
n:ceiving from the [weat 

'and labours of mankind, a 
prodigality of pay, to which 
neither their abilities, nor 
their fervices can entitle 
them, he is rendering e'Very 
firvice in hh porz.uer, and re
fuling every p'ecuniary re-' 
,vard. He accepted no pay 
as commander in chief; he 

.; 

accepts none as prefident or 
the United States. 

, ' 

, 
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Letter to Gm. W4hi11gJon. 

And as to you, fir, treach- . 
erous in private jrierulflip, 
and a hypocrite in public life, 
the world will be puzzled 
to decide, whether you are 

• 
an apojlate or an imprjlor; 
whether you have abandon
l'd good principles, or ,,,he
ther you e'Verhad any? 

, 

• 

• 

, 

• 

Det/ication to the Ijl part oj. 
th.:Rights of .Alan. 
. , . • 

• • . '. • • 

SIR, 
• , . 
• 

. I pT'efent .you a [mall trea. 
tife in defence of thofe prin •. ' 
ciples of freedom wli"ich your. 
exemplary 'Vi, tue has fo emi.· 
ner-tly contributed to_ ,:/10-
bliJh· That the Rights of 
Man may become as uni.· 

. verfal as j''Jur' benevolence.
can willi, and that you may' 
enjoy the happinefs of fee-· 
jng the new world reg~ne-' 
rate the old, is the prayer 
o~ .' 

Sir, • 

Your moft obliged, and . 
Obedient humble fervt. 

THOMAS PAINE~ . 

• 

. 
• 

Now, atrocious, infamous mifcreant," look· 
(, on this piB:ure, and on this." I would c.aB on: 
you to blulh, but the ruft of vii-biny has eaten your 
cheek to the bone, and dried up the fouree of fuf
fufion. Are thefe the proofs bf your difinterefr
ednefs and confifrency? Is it thus that you are al. 
ways the fame, and that you "pre..!erve tbrough . 
" Ii e the right~angled charaCter of IVIAN ?" -

The objeCt of your Inafiers, in havi.ng re-
eourfe to you on this occafion, is evident to every 
one. Your letter was written at the time they 
were pailing the decree for authorizing the viola
tion of their treaty with America. To prevent 
the people here from refenting the injury, it was 
necelfary to perfuade them that it was owing 

• 
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. t!} ~~~··,~al~a~miniO:ration o~~he~r '~w,n,Lgqv>~n., 
ment .. :,';andthis 'could not. be done without under ... 

" . ~ , 

mining the c-ha~a4er of him· wno'prefided:01Ter; it. 
It was thought,:that you ;yet ;pcdfeifed 'iIifltlenc'e'" 
e!1ough to"effed this, ,and therefote.:the ',pr:6ftituted,. 
p.enof. tlJ.e :,reyoluti()nary ruffiari,w.a~. put,in,a '{late, 

. , ' 
~ , . , . , ,'.. c· _ _ • I . . . .- , 

..' . -. . " - . 

, ,Your ty~ants are 'completely" ba$ed.. 'Thee(.J 
fe.C:t~ :<?f. y'o.l:ir · Ie~~er. af~. exaftly' tIie 'contrary t'o' 
'\vha:t:,it. :was'i~tended"to produce .. ' :I~hefe·'is but 
on'et,hing:on:,earthnearer ,to the hearts of all true 
4pler~cans' thari:"t:~e~r: conftitution,- and that . is~ 
t~~. fpod¢fs:ch~ta~~r' of their chief .. ~Yout' biutal 
attempt to bracken th\i,~ charaCter was all that was 

- , . . , .. 

'wan.~ed~o;'·,cro~n' his ,honour and your infamy.' 
Yo~:'w'e,r-e befoie',funJc'to a level With the damned, 
but' '~6w you,are plunged beneath them,., The 
vire" democrais, nay even t Frar:klin Bache, with 
whom you boafiof being in clofe'correfpondence,. 

, . ca"ll fay not a' wrir'din its defe~c.e. .. :All t~e apol(}gy 

, 

. thedefpots. of·Par~s:-:'. Thus ~he ,g;,reat.Rlght~9f 
Man, '. the fwci.rn·foe,()f. ,cp,rruptio,n,','and- the, re- . 
f0rmer .of' n'ations, ,winds: up. his:p<l;t:riPtiCcareer : ' 
,his; being "bribed 'is. pte,~de.d ~ as, an:a!leruiation o his 
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FROM a GENTLFMAN in Sf;VI7ZERLAND, 
, 

, To HIS FRIEND IN AMERICA • 

-:=:' ====' =" =' , L, • , ~ 

, 

;i THE following Letter is (0 }triking a picture 0 
-, 

, .. , 
, .. ., , 
" 

-"; 
" 
-~ -
" -, 
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• 
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" , 
, , 
, "; 

, 
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--, , , 
'," , , 

· - ,~., 
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• , 

~ ;i, 
; 

,: t 

~~; 
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~,."i 
':;...0-
,. c ... ; 
- '-' , 

, 

France and French Liberty, and has met with 
, 

'itch univer at approbation, that I thought it 

right to g;rue it a place in the Cen or. 

, 

LAUSANNE, (S\VITZERLAND 

, 

February 24th, 1794-
,- " 

My dear Sir, .. 

, 

, 

AM ju!l: returned from a very interefl:ing tour, 
and will etnploy the few monlents I remain in this 
place, in giving you a fhort and probably a very 
imperfect fketch 0.£ it. In my lafl: I nientioned 
having a letter fronl the Marquis de fa Fayett~ to 

, A 
, 

, 

" 

, 

, , 

, , 

, 

, 
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'. -

hir:wife. ' I had withoutc:onfideration,undertaken 
to forward it to l\1r. lVlorris,ournlinifter at Paris; 

, . 
but on refleCtion I was (truck with the impropriety 
of enclofing hinl a letter fronl a man whofe name 
alone \~~s!- treafop., in, France, and at 'a period-when 
allietters\,were.opened, and \\1hen the flig'hteft and 
Jnott innqcent correfpondence with enligrants con
tinuallybrought nqmbers to . the guillotine. ' 
I endeavQured both at Laufanne and at Geneva., 
to find fOI]lepe.rfon going into France, who would 
promife to deliver it; but I eafily perceived there 
was no one ,vho would expofe h.imfe1f to fuch a ' 
rirK. ' In this iituation, the interefi: I felt for the 
charaCter who \vrote the lettet, and a defire of 
feeing·.France. at. a period fo critical, induced llle, 
though nill. indifpofed, to refolve on being the 
bearer of it luyfelf. -} applied to Citoven Soulavie, 

, ,/ 

·the Frf!nch Refident. at Geneva for a pafsport. He 
told llle the one I had fronl ¥~. Pinckney, was bet- ' 
ter than any he could give Ine, but tllatin a time of 
revolutions the mereft trifle lllight irritate the peo· 
pIe and with Illy Englifh accent and appearance, 

,. he thought it advifeab!e to give up entirely the idea 
of going to Paris. Not f-atisfied with his advice, 
1 deternlined to apply to higher authoriry, and to 
wait .on a .repre enfant du pt'up/e,* who had lately 
arrived in the deparnnent bordering on 5\vir-

I' . . ' 

• 

zerlanJ. The curious accounts I had heard of 
this man l1lade me defirous of feeing h!ln ; and' 
I was fortunate enough to nieet him a few' days 

. a fort of 'Viceroy chofen in the bofonl of the con-

• 

• 

, 
• 

- . 

:}.'< A m'elllbcr of the Convention. 
• 

-

-

• -

• 

• 

I 
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vention and fent into the departnlents bythe~a 
Comitdde Salutpublique, ,with the power to kill, 
burn anddeftroy,' at'the iifqu'e of lofing his, own 
head at his return. lwas ulhered into a rOOln where 
this animal was furrourided, by his officers: his 
,drefs, 'was curious; a Bohnet Rouge pwithlhe n10t

to, " Liberte, Egalite, &c." a 'woolen: jacket and 
trowfers, an enanleled c Bonnet de-la' 'Iibertd tied 
round his neck, with the tricolourcd ribbon, and 
a card with his name" Gouly" hun'g at his but-

, ton hole as a Inember' of the Jacobin' club; 
L 

his hair cut £hort and without powder. I was re-
ceived with d ue vcux tu mon . rerc?" " To 
know whether I could fafely go to Paris under the 
proteCtion of a p~drport from the American n1inif
ter' in London." C " Ce 12' dl pas mon A aire, Va 
au Comitlde Surveillance.'" The prefident of this 
comite proved to be an uncle to the profeifer 

·Pi{lef of Geneva." ·J-Ie was pleafed to find that I 
was acquainted with his relation, !he'wed me much 
politenefs, figned my paffports, and when 1 aiked 
him. what the repre enfant had done {inee his arrival 
he whifpered me in the ear'l f" lla tout- change ' 
Les gens riches font arretes. Ceux qui haient 
en place ne Ie on! plus;, mQIl ami, c' ejl fa 'in du 
monde qui "Xl arriver." In the nlean tinle the 
Ci~oycn Gouly fent to inform hinl that he would 
anfwer with his head for 'what he was about, 
that many agents of the infamous Pitt had 
been deteCted in France \vith' Alnerican paff
ports. In~ead of ,:; Mona771i'" from my friend 

a Committee of public [afety. b Red cap. c Liberty cap. 
d \Vhat doft thou want, brother? e That's none of my 
bllfinei"s, get thee to the committee of fllperintendance. 
f" I-Ie has changed every thing ; the rich are imprifoncd, all 
who were in office are difmifft:d; ah, my friend, the end 0 

the world is at hand." . 
• 

, 

" 
, 

\ 
, 

, . . ' 
"" . 

, 

• 

, , . 
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the prefident, it was no\v,"''' Ah Sec/erat, on. Iii . met .. 

enfant, gaIned. ~dml~talJce; .and fo perfecrl,y" fatUi
fied hirr: tefpeCl:iilg my b,·e~ngan .American, that he 
in fi {ted .<?ll lllY d~ni!lg. ,:with" hi ni~ , '·IIe -pu this fec,tl 

go to Par~~ wIthout fear . The. fecne thatf uccee.d
ed was C\'lriollS ; fervantand Ina~er, officer. and. 
foldiei-, all fat do\vn to table together, with theil
hats on. -Gouly gave us an accoun t of the defcent 

,that \vas foon to take place in England, and that 
in two 111 on ths titnc, be.. it was that would be fent 
to def1:roy Carth.7gc., tind to' cut off the heads of 
George and of Pitt. Hedec1ared that we had trcat-

'ed the· Cifoycn Genet very ill, that he had b~ep. 
joined by the true'patriots, but that Ha;71ilton and 

· his fet '~vele--fold to Pitt .. , [ obfcrved that though 
. traitors were ve,"y eafily to be found· in fon1e coun-
· tries bf 'Europe, I flattered nlyfeif that America 
had not yet gone to that degree of corruption, and 
-that' the !t'[;rtJcntative of a nation fhould never a-, - . 

.dopt any party. -I-Ie then gave us a difTertation 
'on the bleilings of Liberte, Egalit! pnd li'ratcrnitl'" 
'fwore that the people in the departments into 

'W hich he \vas fent were a11 ariftocrats or ego tills 
, ~·hat they had no e 'Pri! l?cvolutionaire, but be-

- 'fore he left thern,with the affiftance of the guillo/inc, ' 
. they<{hollldb~ b " bien montes li J.hlUfeur des circon
.~fitlJ1ces." I got 'up to take n1y leave, and was not 
· a littlcfurprifed.at his throwil1g his anns around 

, 'this was an' unfortunate compll1l1C!1t for me--:lt 

. , 
· , 
• 

• 

" . ~ 

, ;n Ah,~,netch, thou I11aIt be put 111 tile :"at trap-
d ' h'· 1 f '('. . f:' ' ib VVell fcrewe up to t. e ne1gat 0 ··O:l.ong Clfcumn;;nce;;, 

• 
• , . , • . , , , , , 

.. , 
I 

, 



• 

• 

57 
. 

gave me fo n1uch cOllfequence i~ the eyes oftI~e 
. people, that before I got au t of V erroy, I was 
kilfed by the l\layor and all the IVlunicipality.-· -
The day 'after,' I fet out, on' my JouTQey to Paris, 
and notwithftanding the ridicu lous [eerie I, had been 
'.vitnefs. to,: I Battered: InyfeIf that, I {1?ou.1d return 

,v.rith many arf!UTneints to fUDrwTt' nlV favourite 0-
~ () 1 1 • .., ." .. ": . 

. pinion, " that after all their follies, and the horrors 

. they had co;:nmitted, the French would end by 
'rendering thernfelves' not only feared but fC-

r .0.. d " . ;'peLle .- . , ' 
, 

-- I left Nyon on the loth of Jan. but nly chaife 
,breaking down on the top of the Jura, I was 
expofed for near two days to the Inoft incleluent 
weather at a fn1all village called" les Ron.. c.r, the 
firft French poll:, in Franche compte." I found here 

, a great degree of tr~nquility: they were happy in 
having the Swifs for their neighbours., and in the 
protection of their mountains., At Dijon, Aux
·ere, Sens, &c .. the E prit rC'1.'o/utioliairc was in fun 
force.' Croffes were broken, chapels burnt, nla
ny churches entirely deflroyed, and thofe that re
mained had fOlue part or other torn down; the 
.celebrated convent of the Chartrcux, near DijoI~, 
a heap of ruins ;- all the bells colleE'ced together 
to be turned'into cannon; every houfe with the 
tri-colour'ed banner at the windo\v, and the mot
to, " Lib. Ega. f.:ic. tSc." on the door: chaifes; 
~aggons, carts, aU with their little flags; the 
cap of liberic fculptured on the nlile-flones, and 
the national colours painted even on the trees th~.t 
line the great road to Paris., I had frequently , 
been conduCted by the -guard to thecomite de Sur-

.vcillance, but had never lllet with any detention. 
, ..... tOn my arrival, :however, at Ponthieny about 
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30 miles from Paris, my feats began to increafe, 
and I was agreeably furprifed . t'o lidlr that Saint 
Port, the· ~o~nt.ryreliqence of Mr~, Morris, was 
juft oppofite on . ,the oth~r. fide of the Seirie. I 

roof, anA ,determin.~~' to ,,,ait for his advice before 
1 pr9ceedeq. ·1he' next day I received' a polite 
note Jr0111 hinl1 informing me that I lhould meet 
with no difficulties; and on the' 20th I' entered . . 

Paris for the firft time. Inftead of the noire and 
. . '.. . 

buflle I expeCted, there ,vas a dead calm, the road 
appeared deferted, and not a carriage was to be feen 
in the fireets. I waited on Mr. Morris, and heard 
'With regret that Madame de la Fayette was con
fined ~ear her country feat in the fouth of France, 
with CirCUI11f1:ances even of cruelty; and indecency. 
" , ,He had made a private application in her favour 

. to ,the, miniI1:er for' foreign affairs, and was an
fwered, "That {he was fortunate in being fo far 
from Paris, and that the greatefl: fervice her friends 
· could render her, would be never to mention her 

, 

name. 
, 

He fluiled at n1y obfervations refpeCting the 
· French revolution, and faid he \vould leave me 

'to fonn my opinion from experience. 
, 

I began by attending regularly the debates of the 
· Convention I entered the 'I'ribnne for the firfl: 
tilne, with that re pee? one naturally feels at the 
idea of eeing the rulers 0 a great nation. I found 
the prefident ringing his bell with all his tnight, ... 
half a dozen n1embers fpeaking at the fan1c time, 
and when they could. not be heard from the 

. chair, they attacked ec:tch other. Itproved to be a 
quarrel refpeCting a nlelnbcr wh'a had been de· 

• 
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nounced. . The, figur.es . of the Roman worthies 
.ornatu'ented the. walls;' the bufts of Brutus, Le 

, , ' 

Pelletitr, and Marat, furround'ed the Prefident's 
. chair; oppofite was a large thing like' a trun.k .. -· -

It was the jlrk of the Covenant, covered with tri
coloured ribbons. r had ail opportunity fome 
days afterwards of feing on the place f) ltheBafiile 
a .great flone gure 0 ,Liberty and an imme11:.(e 
trough, out of wh.ich the deputies' drank large 
draughts of water to the Godde s on the adoption 
of their laft conflitution. There was a poor fel
low who narrowly efcaped being guillotined for 
obferving, that no doubt many wifhed it was wine. 

The National Convention I foon perceived to be 
a farce; of the 749 nlernbers of whom it was firft 
cO\ilpofed 155 had either given in their difmif
fions, were guillotined, confined, afl'affinated, or 
t.aken prifoners: 228 fonn the 17 different comites 
for thetranfaCtion ofbufinefs ,~ a confiderable num
ber are fent into the departn1ents, and thofe who 
fit} in the convention appear to meet merely for 
the purpofe of giving an apparent anClion to the 
meafures of the comite de alut publique. 1'he Pre
fident i~ continually engaged in receiving addreffes, 
patriotic donations, and in gi ving the honours of 
the fitting and the Bai er Iraterne!. I was witnefs 
t<? a laughable [cene of this k.ind; a deputation 
from Sf. Domingo entered the hall ;it confified of a 
~fJhite man, a mulatto and a negro. La croix InOy
ed th.at the circun1fiance f110uld be difiinguHhed by 
the, "" accolade of, the Prefident. 1'he white man 
firft flew into his anns, and was elnbraced IHOft 

. tenderly the 1Jl1t!atto was hUCTO"d with ftill morc 
. hb 

a . caion .. but \\" hen he canle'to the negro, had it 

,\< Embr~ce. 
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been a miflreJ, h~ .. c~~t~ .npt hq,ye:', preffed ;her : 
11l0re a:rdently , there i:.{las.' '"l?o'e)zd to the ki es that 
{vere gi'VtJn ';ancl r~a:~~~f:t~jlliiljFiher('peated ;'pplozijes 
of the Cowundion jjjld tb~_,'Ffibunes; ", ~'he_next~day " 
lhev voted the cJJlan'dpdtlon\; 0'. th"e"J!a:ves, and de-

mulattos a: " TR'ICO!Jo"R'nc'oA'LITioN \vhichwould 
" roon dd}roy 'th~'-conl1)in'ed' powers of ariftocra-

. . - . 
" cy and tyranny?'-, '.11.~ o/¢- negro. 7.vencb, who', 
was in one' of·the tribunes,' thought this fo fine, 
that', e jru"nfed away; i?e.\vas imluediately brought 
into the bofoIn of the Convention,. the ll1elnbers, 

'crowded l~ound her, and again jell a ki tng,· no.t 
o.nly the negroes, but eacb other. . ~ next attend~d 
the JacoUn club; they n1et about 7 o'clock, but 
the tribunes, were filled before 6,' with the vileft 
collection of people I think I ever faw, nl0fily 
,vornen and children.'The fitting opened by read
ing the proch ~Jerbal t of the precedi:-g evening, 
by \vhich it appeared that a deputation of Blacks 
had been receiveq n1ofi: fraternally, and . thaf it . , 

had unanimoufly decreed, that a flag fhollid be 
hung 'over the chair of the Prefident, 011 'which 

~ . ,. 

fhould be a negro, anlulatto, and a French lnan' 
holding up together the bannertri-coloured. Some 
bad'verff!s were' afterwards read in favour of the 

• ••• • 

'JllOUJ'Jil1in, Blade by a woman, who attended the 
debates, and to this fucceeded theepuration of 
the \nlembers~ ,The queflions afked on this occa
fion are, " where were you on the loth of ,A.u,gufi?" 
" How did VOll votc in the' cafe of Marat? " \Vere 

, J 

)'on ever a banker or an agent de change ?"*, 
Arllong others that were to be exan1ined, was 

• 
, 

t J tJ urnals. :t Purification. ;\< Broker. 
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bne Chanibertoy ;.asfociit as hebegan J:li.$,~nfwer, 
a black-guar~ looking,fellow who was, fitting next 

fwore'that Cfiambertoy was, a ra.fcal al~d an anf ... 
tocrat; another declared him to be as )11uch .. 1f 
a patriot as 'the king of Pruffia; Chambertoy faid 
a few' words, . when a woman got, up behind hin), 
and gave him the lie in plain terms. l he UIOft 

'violent noife and uproar fu~ceeded, and I was con
vinced that Chamber-toy would be turned out; at 
length, a child about thirteen or fourteen years 
old, a member of the club, mounted the tribune, 
lnade a long fpeech, ' obferved that 110 'per[on 
fhould be condenlned, \vithout being heard, and 
gained Chambertoy an opportunity of nlaking his 
defence; he proved that he ,vas one of the party 
\vho propofed the events of the loth Auguft, for 
they no\v connder as the greatefl: Inerit in the~:", 
felves, what they attributed to their king as the 
great eft crime,) he !hewed a wound he had re-
ceived at the Thuilleries, and 'was re.;.admitted with 
unbounded' applaufe.' '.osI 'vas indebted, aftel~
wards, to my being taken for an Englifhrnan, fo~: , 
the pleafure of feeing Robefpierre they wen~ 
fatisfied, on my {hewing a certificate fronl l\1r. 
Morris, figned by the minifier tor foreign affairs, 
and m~de way for a " brave 'Anlerican"· I had' 
thus an apport unity of approaching yery near 
Rober pierre at the J acobin c1 ub. l1c is a Ii ttle ' . 
man, very pale and thin, decently drelfed; i:rj 
general, a light coloured great coat, and po\vder -
in his l;1,air, much the appearance of a petty-fog .. 
ing attorney: He was lill:ened to with great at
tention, and brings out his .words with an almoft 

, 

11 The right to fpeak. 
l"rl.lrch. B 
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:affecred flownef~" while every other perron fpeak~ 
- - - , ,. . ,- .... - , . . - . . 

buneso, a n1~(i: nd'l~ulop~ effay, on, theE~ghfhcon
:fiitu tion; wh~~ one ~richet got 'u'p andmoved, that 
,the club, before it de~ated 'the grea~. quefiion .of' a 
defcent ipto Englan'd; and the vic~s of the B'ritifh 
governlnent, ihould, occupy itfeIf'in defiroying, 
the," toads that had craw,led up 'the mountain," 
and that at leaft thirty memoets of the Conventi-

, :on fuouldbe guillotined. Robefpierre obfe'rved, 
that.,he was an Intrigant and' an Ultra-revolution
(lire/, and moved that 'he .fhould be turned out, 
,\vhich 'was "imtnediateJy decreed; . a friend of 
,Bdchet got up' to take his' part_; , R6befpierre 
moved that he {hould fhare the fame fate, and they 
turned him out alfo. . ',' .'. " 

. , 
, 

, , 
, , ' ' 

Frequently on leaVIng the convention, ~, paR: 

de, fa rC'1Jolution, In order to get there after ~he exe
cutions 'had taken place, and was once or twice fo 
unfortunate as to be' a witnefs of them. 'It is out 
of my power , my dear friend, to give you a c.ompe
tent idea of this fcene. N ear the door of the con. . ' 

vention you fee two Olen with great fur caps and 
~ ... -. '" 

long beards, readIng to the, people ~he crimes oj 
tbe kings if France, and abufing theIU all, from 
Charlemagne to Louis XVI. A little further is a 
'~voman finging patriotic fongs and givinK le£fons of 

&tgazrYl .f!}llS Cbr!./l. Every where you are-pe.fier
eJ with jounz,als and the pl"oducrions of Pire Du
/.-'bene and Ca711illcdt's A.Joulins. At the entrance 
, , 

, ' 

(/ ~~'he galh.:ri;;i;. 
ry limits. ' 

p One who even goes beyond re.volutioi1a. 
, , 

, 

, , , 
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of:: the _g~r<:let:ls, ;a:re'~,~'Yq, re,ttorativ~sq filled \vith 

, where punch;lS . gUlpotln;~4, ,!,_ H,ere you fee 'figures 
dancing :o~, wires, t!?ere iii.~ej:hibi don of pi ~ures~ 
and,a cal bfJrn with a national cockade' on its ore~ 

- . . . , ' . 

head a' crowd o~ ,vomen':;and' a to-Henion of dt?gs. 
immediately under the guillotine ;cbiidren peeping 
into tbe hamiers that hoid the bodies, and nlen fell~ 
ing the naInes of thofe who have ju{t fuffered, and 
crying out " Venez de,'nain, n' y nzanquez ,pas ,~ous 
en aurez plu leurs, VfJUS aurez des emmesr

• ' It isdif
ficult'to fay which are mOll mad, the fpeB:ators br 

the fufferers. ' I have heard people in the. frrc::ets 
obferve to -each other, "OU :allons' nous, voidez vou~ 
aller au co e ou a fa guillotiize 1"s I have ~eeJ:l :wo
men go to be executed, as if to an'entertahJ.'ment, 
chattering and paying compliments to each other ~ 
even at the fcaffold; fome laughing, cry, "vive 
Jarepuhlique," the people call for. the head,' to 
fee ,wheth'~r it frill fmiles. But what adds the 

, 

, great eft horror to the fcene;, is the -gaiety>that 
reigns on every count~nance ! ..; 

I attended many of the trials at the tribunal re
'volutionaire; you there find the forms of jufiice, but 
none of the reality. It confifis of-two' courts, the 

, 

aile de la liberte and the aile de /' egafite; each com
pafed of thre~ judges, befides the prefident and an. ' 
accufat~ur publique all dreffed in black gOWP$" 
and black feathers in their hats" ; round their n/:cKs 

\ . ' 
. .'. -. 

, .. .. 
• • • 

, 
I • _ 

q Eating-haufe, or ordinaries. r Come again to:-morro~. 
. <4>nt fail, you'll have feveral more, you'll have fame wome~ 

J;uillotined. .r '¥here {hall we go ~ will you go to the Coffee ..... 
houfe or to the guillo~ine ? .. , . 
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The jury confifls of ten perfons; the clerk reads 
the. accufation ; the witneffes are examined; the 
accl.lfed is afked if he has any thing to fay for him .. 
felf; the accufateur publ~que fpeaks, and is anfwer .. 
ed by thedefender- chofen by the prifoner: The pre .. 
fident declares the debate to be nnifhed. The ac ... 
cured is carried· out, the jury give in the verdier, 
and the accufe-d is brough t back to Hear his fen
tence; if he is condemned, he willies the company· 
a good morning, and goes away to be executed 
; .. vithin 24 houts.. If he is acquitted, he embraces 
the whole court; fOIne of the fpeaators are pleaf
edwhen· this happens to be the ca(e, but I have 
heard others fay, '~je n'aime pa~ Ie.s voir echap .. 
per. a Ia guillotine;" not only the judges, and 
the accufateurs publiques, but the_ juryalfo, aTe 
nominated by the convention, that is, by ,the comite 
de a/ttt publique, and you may eafily conceive, the 
fpirit which they receive; accufer, judge and ju., 
ry, all appear anxious to find the prifoner guil:-o 
ty, and if he is noble or has property, he is al..,. 
moil. fure of being condemned. . . _. 

Paris· is perfeCtly· quiet! One part is a defert, 
· the other is plunged into the profoundefl apathy:; 
· and no where is there fo little appearance of inter
eft in the affairs of France as . in its own capital~ 
There are from fixteen to, twenty 'PeEfacles ,thea
tres every evening, and once each Decade all 

, the theatres are· opened· gralis, to the populace, 
· when fome patriotic piece is given. The guillo a 

tine was the rpeClacle generally the beft attended; 
but to render the piece fufficie,ntly amufing and' 
wind up the efprit revoluti6nari~, they are obliged 

,at times to execute~wolnen, or fOlne renlarkable 
~ 
.., 
" . 

t I don't like to fee th'em e[cape from the guillotine-
• •• 
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charaaer~ There_,!-re a ret 9f people' paid to at
tend the 'Conventl.6~, the Jaco,bin club, th~ rrri. 
bunal revolutionaire,. and, k~,e, guillotine, to keep 
up an appearance of popul~rity. ',. . 

.. .. . 
.' -- ',- _ . ; , 

. There is no truth of which .I ',am fo perfefl:ly 
convinced, as that th'e great majority of the people 
in France are already againll: the revolution, and 
would be happy to change, for any government 
whatever, the horrid tyranny under which they fuf ... 
fer. One of the meJnbers of the comite de' alut 
publique has been heard to fay, '~ We' knov{ that ' 
nine out of ten are againlt us; . but the tenth 
nlanihall make the other nine march. " A prefident 
of a jacobin club nor far froUl Paris, bas whifper
ed to me t "Un roi FOIB,LE ea un Beau;" and I 
have never ha~ anqpportllnity of converfing with 
any perron above the lawen: clafs, who did not ex
ecrate the tyrants of th~ day. . In the mean time, 
the nlilitary difpofition of the French, . the attenti
on which is paid to the arn1Y, the unlimited powers 
of the comite de a/ut publique, and th.c irnmenfe 
riches on which they havefeized; will give the 
ruling faction the" Ineans of m,aking the firongeft 
refinance,' and it is poffible ' they may involve in 
their own deftrliCl:ion the ruin of all France. There 
was a time when,befides the Vendee, Bourdeauxj 
'foulon, Marfeilles, Lyons, Stra:fburg, were, aU for 
a counter revolution; and,had the combined pow
ets, infl:ead of the deteftible policy of difmember
ing France, been ferioufly occupied with the idea 
of putting Louis XVII. on the throne, it might 
have been affected.. 'The Vendee was left to be 
d~n:royed by numbers, after giving repeated proofs 
of the moll afloniIhing bravery. Bourdeaux was 

, 

, t A ~Nak king is a fcourge. 
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.' on the point of declaring, but the mayor , who\vas 
a man of property, 'hefitated; Lyons became a lef

. fan; 1lourdeatix efcaped, but the mayor was guil
lotined; Marfeilles frill fuffers under the wrath of 
the convention; Lyons, though obliged to ad<?pt 
the language of the day; fought for royalty; fhe 
ex:peB:ed affifiance, but was cruelly difappointed; 
Strafburg offered itfe1f to general W urmfer, if he 
would accept it for Louis XVII. His oreers were 
to take it for his Dlafier : in the mean time the 
reptefentatives of the people entered the city and 
guillotined all who ,vere fufpeCted. The oppor
tunity has been negleCted, and humanity fhudders 
at'the approach of the next campaign. }'or two 
years paft it has been expected, and even wifhed 

enG to the exertIons of France. Thofe who enter-
' .. tained fuch hopes did- not refleCt: that the army 

'Would be the laft to fu ffer , and the innocent the 
£rft,viaims.- The papers mention but 5450 perfons, 
but' I know from good aut~ority that there are- at 
leafi: 15,000 confined at Paris, and thofe 'who are 
arrefied in the departnlents may amount to about 
'2,5°,000. Would not thefe as the " Bouches 
inutiles"t be the firfr facrificed ? In fome places 
already, the oldiers receive good bread, ,vhile the 
people are obliged to eat that which is made of po .. 
tatoes and bran. The profped:s of a famine in 
France were probably never more -ferious than at 

. '.~, the prefent moment, and the French filay [uffer 

. '.' ftarve. In' many cantons the bread IS good and 
cheaper than in Switzerland: in Paris it is bad: 
but is fold at the maximunl ; in fome few place~ 

, the wheat was expended: the occafion of this dif. 
.' ' • , , 

t Ufdefs mouths. . . . 
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ference is that allg~ain remains in teq uifition in 
each canto~ .-' wheat is in general fcarce., I haye 
feen fome of the people laugh ,at their own wants, 
and cry" iln'y a point dC.1Jli ere en" France," and 
when I have alked the 1)ofrillion which was the beft 

.1 ' 

inn, at the place I was going t~, he an[wered with 
the .gre~teft levity, ".If y en a deux, mais on rl,' a 
pas de pain." " Et que ait onalors?" "On s' ech~u e I" 
There is one circumfiance which after much in
quiry I found to be certain, that in the department 
through which I paft, there was as much earn 
planted as at any fornler period. " 

• 

, , , 

. 

I went to Paris by the northern road, and re-
turned by Nevers, Moulins and Lyons; at the firft 
of thefe places many of the populace were. int'ox
icated, and I could hardly get any. perron to exa ... 
mine my pair port "; they had juft taken up about 
7oprie.fls; thefe unfortunate Inen had con orined 
to all the decrees of the Convention; fOOle of 
them had married--many were old, and ome invalids; 
they were crowded with great inhumanity on 
board a batteau to be fent to BreCt. I afked one 
of thofe who attended, what was to. be done with 
them?" I believe, [aid he, they are going to drawn 
them", this they call the New Bapttlm 0 prid/s. 
Moulins was formerly famous for its manufaCtories 
in cutlery; its com~erce was deftroyed as \vell as 
that of every other city in France. But imagina
tion cannot conceive the mi erable ztuati()lZ of Lyons ;' }. 
all that was beautiful in building, rich in cOlJl771erce,·c':, ... 
or ,re 'PeElable in inhabitants, is totally diflroyed :".',' . 
the place de Belle Gour, formerly one of the mofi 

, 

. -t There is no mifery in France. . 1/ " There are two, but 
there's no bread." " ,\Vhat do people do in that cafe ?" "They . .:. 
warm themfdvcs." 'r" 
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becmti u/ in the, world" does' fiotexift ,The Dobie 
range of. buildings near the Rhone, a heap 'of rU!flS; 
and the. dull: ,thatarifes,from, the' houfes "theY ton
tinue to .demolifh,renders'the airalmoft fuffocating~ 
,They had .. jtifltqrnto pieces '6o'per ons with grape~ 
/hot; th:e bodies :were~afterwar'ds firipped by women, 
'a,nd children, with the utmofi degree of in decenty. 
The, Guillotine-had been illumi1tatedon the anniver
fary of the king's execution. It had cut off 28 per;". 
fans, the day before my arrival; and 'was again pre
pared. Adjoining to it is the grand Autd de la pa~ 
trie, t where there are fetes every decade.' ,I went 
into the 110tel de Ville to get my paffport exaIlJin .. -
ed; I was furroundedby ollie'es' here ~ a crowd 
were waiting to be married,·" there .they were 
'\v.aiting to be divorced. I faw ' a hilrial; the corpfe 
wason a bier,balf uncovered, with thebo12net 1~ouge 
on the head; all thofe Who attended, had their 
heads ornamented in the fame manner, and follow
ed the body finging the carmagnole. rrhe executi':' 
ons at Lyons had already amounted to above 
3000 perfons, and to thofe whofpoke of mercy, the 
repre enfants had anfwered, "that there were 10,000 

nl0reto fuffer." There 'are two tribunals conti
nually enlployed in condemning. The " conlnlif
fion,tnilitaire and the tribunal popularie," and WO~ 
men have been tied to the guillotine, to be wit .. 
neffes of the execution of their hufbarids, mere
ly for having foHcited their pardon. I \vas oblig .. 

. ed, to rel11ain at Lyons near tw~ days [roln the dif.;. 
ficulty of getting horfes, and was hapPY,to get out: 

, of it and relieve my eyes froIn fuch a fcene of hpr
ror and· madners. The gre'at inftigator of', all the' 
cruelties that are conlmitted in this unfortunate 

• - , 
, 

, , 

. , t Altar of the country .. 
-

( 

, 
• 
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at the theatr~s of Lyons~,(}ncJ: ~q.eneva;: ~;~:.~as the 
prefidentof the comite that formed the Iall: con~ . 
ftitutiQ,n,: at prefent· he~d,s: that party- wh,i:cJl is 
called ~y,fome Ultra R~?oluti~naire, an.df';l,~Jh~,p~o
ple~er,e~al~ays join thor.e,w~o go to the . .gref;lt!etl: 
exce{fes,.)t is probable that Collot d'Herbois,' ,He
be.rt,:"ihe. a,uthor. ,of the Pere . Duchene, and their 

•. . _ ..Jo.,._. 

fet~.may ·~re~t.Robefpierre and the Marat~s., asthey . 
'didjhe Brnfotines·.' .. When 'any man :gets to '. the 
topof'pow'er, he.'naturally feels hitnfelfrJomewhat 
interefl:ed in the welfa~e of the country, and 'un- . 
willingly' adopts Plodenition ~s one of. tpe' .I?eans. 
of incr.eafing his popularity. '.' Ro~ef p~e~~.e ,~v~fhed 
to have a 'llloti9n 'pall:, for lib~rating all t!Js:>fe, who 
bad been .arrdted without any grounds' ofac.cu ... 
fation,.thenumber of whom Y9U may eafiLy:. con
cewe to be very great, when .for . f~'me .;~ime ~~ver.y . 

:::>uch however was the clamour, that. he .\vas. pb ... 
liged. to abandon the idea. I, . I-Ie next~ without' ap
pearing ~inl[elf, fet Canlille Defmoulins t,owrire 
againft the violent party, :he begins by; decla
ring himfelf a votary of th~ divine M arat.: . l-Ie 
was however expelled .. fro'm . the Jacobin-Club,. 
for having mentioned a cOlllite de·clemence ;' and be
fore he could be re-adnlitted,was ob-liged, to. con':.' 
fefs his error. It is the violent party,' who, to 
alllllfe the .people, have' flarted the idea of a .de
fcent into England. H.obefpierre declares, that· 
the Englifh ohly lnerit their contenlpt ; that if they 
are defirolls of having their liberty, they are capa-

. . 

,\,< This is the MONSTER, who moved in the Convention the 
abolition of Royalty_ .' . 

C 
• 

• 

• 
• 

, 

. , 
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._ ~ .. ,," - , to t ,- e 6 

'in'g: t l?'e rpfeJ \r~s in i(},lheT~~a'r:es of Pi t t"" ' . , " " 
. "~'?"I r"o r ~f-' 1_'" - ...••. 

, • ~ • -' I • • l. ) .' , - , -.. ,I' _ . , 
•.. ~. ",-. I ,. -, - ~ .... . • - • -" ". - . •. 

f' .# .. - , 

:, !"rh'e"Ja~obill Club .fs:the {ource' of power, and 

: i~ ti irl'i~~ c6rr,ef pon d~n ce '\va 1) all: the'in ferfoi"cl u bs 

'they {hall he formed 6f' none but the" vildC' and 
'mojl:"ignor'ant of the'iilhcibitants, entirely' dovoted 

'" irhpreffiou': i tpleafes:, ,and'a: defeat in the' north 
is'repre(enied in the'[ollt'h':as a viCtory. , It has 

, .. _ . ," - . -. -.'-0 -"-' ". . ~1 • -' _ 

',caufedaH the mlfenes of. France, and,- compofed 
afit'Ts 'a'i",prefent, no 'goo'd can ever be expeCted 
fr6'ni it ~:: God knows wha't will be the end, and \ve 

.. I .•. "", .,- -' • , -",' 

are at flIofs what to hope. 'fHEFRENCH APPEAR 

i~CA'PA~LE OF' BEI~G' FREE; the go'vernU1ent of 
an ufurperonly leads to new convulfions; the 

.. - , - .~, . 

"'LI~erty IS at prefent ~he a Jlon; In France; you 
~ nieet it at all the corners of the lfl:reets; it is !tuck 
'ttP~ 1n, huge charaCl:e'rs' on' every houfe:; it' fpouts 
:::It the'theatre ; it firtHS at the opera; it is be-
come a; bv-\vord " 1 never heard 0 much, and 

.I _ ' "-

'never' aw ',0 little 0 'if. ' T'he "Ancien Regime" 
-has tqtal1y difappeared, and decade is as much in 
'Yogue'!is if Sunday had never exifled. But will 
not a people who: have, with (0 mllcb i£vity, a· 

, 'bandoTI'edtheir religion, forget in the fame man-
. t' -' .. . • ,- .,. 

, ',' ner tncH hberty ? Such appears to be the cha-
. .~. '.'. . 

'l"aeter of -the French,a fOIl where every thtnp: 
f1otlt:ilhes for, a time, but nothing takes root; if 
well or ill. direEtcd, a charaCler capable' of the 
greatefl cxtrernes of virtue or of vice • 

, 
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(lee in France, they were, determined to hav~ one 
alfo. It confined of one houfe and of one man, 

. . . 

a Mr. Miquily ; his houfe was furrounded, his 
fur'niture deftroyed, and himfelf thrown into pri
fon. The Comite provifoire ac:~,ompanied the 
Mar e!lois who went on this exp~diriqn, in order 
to prevent mifchief, but fuch wa,s their inlpoten
cy, that a poor man was torn to pieces, before 
their faces, for refu tng to put on the Bonnet 
Rouge. . On entering Switzerland, I felt as if I 
had at length e caped rfinl a mad bou e and again 
got into the ociety 0 rea ollable beings. 

I have without thinking, permitted my letter to 
run on to an immoderate length; you will I flat
ter myfelf, excufe not only the length of it, but 
alfc the hurry in which I have written it . 

• 

The aClive life I led at Paris, and the excellent 
table of Mr. ", have been of fervice to nly 
health, and fince I have found that exercife is a 
remedy, I lhall not relnain idle; I leave this place 
immediately for IVlilan, whe're my' carriage and, 
hades have been arrived near two months. I ex
pea to pafs the Holy week at Rome. The heat 
will foon oblige nle to leave Italy, when I propafe 
going to Vienna, to which place I have excellent 

, letters. 
, 

I am anxious to hear from you, pray write to 
n1e frequently. There is no exprefiing the inte .. 
rell: I feel in whatever paffes in America. 

I remain n10il: fincerely, 

your affeCtionate 
_. __ 7 _: ___ " 

, 

• 
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lEN TEltED France aile of the warmejludrJOc(Jles 
of the 'revolution; 1 fi~mly-pelieved that the great 

. body. of the people 'baa jufl:i~eas of l~bert.Y" :,vere 
acqllainted, with 'their rights;,' and 'after defeatrng 
the attempts of their enemies, ,vDuld then: e.flab.; 
liib an equal and well. regu)ated ,gov~r~nlerit.. I' 
lm . .it:with. fentiments of indignati6n'" difappoinr .. 
lnent, and difguft, cDJlvinced' tha{ ihere'Htver'u'as 
a people in the world 0 little calcitlated to enjoy 
th~ ble tngs 0 reedom. ..' ." " '~} .. ~, 

• • , • • 
, . ' , '" . ' 

, . 
• , " .'.'.""-' . 

During Iny nay at Paris, I foundriothing 'fo 
intereH:ing as the conver-fation'of Mr.· ';. : ",' '. 
He had been fa obliging before Iny arrival, ~s .. tQ 

take lodgings for Ine near his ownho'tel;land I 
had' the pleafure of feeing· him every, 'day." lIe 

, 'was formerly exceedingly well received at court, 
and poffeifed in a great degree the confidence of 

, itsminifiers, and has fince been able to render him
feff, though not liked, yet refpeB:ed. hy"all the 
parties that have fucceeded: though a nlan of 
great abilities, he' niuft have' foun'd it difficult to 
have fieered fo far with fafety, through the fiorm : 
and AUlerica is indeb~ed to him for remaining in a 
fituation, which, though none can fill itwith luore 
capacity, cannot but be particularly irkfome to 
him. ~All thofe for WhOlll he could have felt any 
confideration, have either enligr~ted, beenarreft
ed or guillotined, and froln being in the [noft a
greeable fociety, he is left with hardly an acq uain. 
tance in lhance: the candua he has purfued was 
theonly one of avoiding all parties and maintaining
inevery refpeCt the dignity of his fituation .. lIe par-

,ticularly detefl:~d the BriiTotines, whore policy it 
. was to dra7v America into the war, and had they 
. not been guillotined, Genet lllighthavc done u·,; 

• 

, 

• 
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con.fiderablemifchief. : \ J"lr. " , read .nle~fon1e 
.' .' 

of .. hi,~ tCorrefpondence; and-.I .was furprized'a~, the 
aecurac:y'~with 'which h~: ~ad.~ foretold the .princi

, pal: eve.nts of:the revolU:t~9.n.:· Thefe ·letters:.ha;ve 
fallen into the hands, of perJon.s,who, frpnl being, 

. I be1ieve~, prej lidiced; i~ f~vour: of the French, 
have,' negle~ted"to,pay':themthe: attentioniwhich. 
they {():bighly"inerited. ,; " ,- :'.;.: "., .. ~ 

- .' . , . 
~.' fI'\-:"'I:~~' . 

• • - ' 

, ' . 
, . • 

• 

. A party of Americans have petiti<;Hl:ed the. Con
vention in favor of 'rom Paine; they were invjt~ 
ed to the honours of the fitting, but could not be 
ll1uch .flattered, 'when a'few days after, a et of ne
groes were received with far greater attention. As 
the French haveno:farther occafion for Common 
Se'nfe, or the Rights of Man, 1"om Paine:fiill· re
;mains in prifon, where he abufes Mr. Morris for 
not claiming him, as an. Am~rican,' and amufes 
hi~felf,,· 1'n1 told, with writing a'book againft e .. 

OJ lis :Chrifi.; " ." . . ° 

"I . 

Ii. ,," 
. ;.' 

" 

It is':difficult to meet with beauty at Paris, aU 
.the!pretty women are in requifition ; they are con· 
,:finecl and employed in Inaking fhirts for the ar
my~ <r endeavoured to confole myfelf at the Gal
(leryofPaintings, which is without exception the 
:finefl: in the world .a' colleetion of all the, nloft 
,valuable paintings 'thatexifted in France. Many 
.Aluerican's have been arrefted on their firft enter-

• 

'iIig the Republic, and you are fea'r~hed ,half" a 
dozen times before you are pernlitted to leave it. 
I returried by Geneva and found the violent party 

\ 

, worthy imitators of' their neighbours. ,they had 
found that their lafl: projeet of a conftitution 
was impraCticable, and accepted a new one, which 
the day after was violated. As there was a Ven-

, , 
, 

• 

• 

, 
• 
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. A. TT A C K ON PORCUPINE • 
• 

• . ..- . . .. 

• 

• • • 

FROM THE MINER'VA, 
• 

Of !\lew-ror!:, M.arch 2 I, 1797 • 
• 

. 

N a late paper, \ve inferted fentiolents of this 
kind, that the putting up in the' Coffee Houfe, a 
card, on which was painted the Englifh flag, was a 
low pitiful bufinefs, equalled only by r.he Ineannefs 
of putting up a French flag, and that it is fervile 
to be bandied about between the flags of different 
foreign nations. We ought to unite under our 
{Jwn ag and learn to be a nation. 

• 

• 

Peter Porcupine has copied the paragraph with 
difapprobation, and fays it contains more of ~ul .. 
gar prejudice, and mif1:ake, than of juf1:ice :or 
good policy. He obferves that iris the "quo 
" animo," the intention of the aEt that !lamps its 
character. He would have no foreign flag hoift
ed, as a rallying point for malcontents againft 
their own government; but to unite the Ameri-· 
can Eagle with the Britifh \ Lion againfl: an· am
bitious enemy, he thinks, would be an aCt that 
we riee'd not be afhanled of. He then fpeaks of 
an alliance of that kind, as honourable and a-d-

· . vantageous to both parties. 



, 

• 

-No conlment· will be made·on the-infinuation,·-of '_"_'",_.'_._ "'. __ -.J .. __ , '. ,._~ 

" Vulgar Prejudice.," againfl: the Editor of the 
Minerva.' When ~Peter be,comes acquainted with:, 

. the editor's·real charaCter, 'he will learn, that in 
a con~bat pJ that; kind~ ,he hi~felf muft certainly 
be die 1eler'. - --.- ,- -. .. 

-

But we conteftPeter's prin-ciples. It 'was firong
Iy fufpeCl:ed many months ago, that his principles 
are not very friendly to the independence of Ame
rica, and ftilliefs fa, to the fornl of our govern
ment. This fufpicion has. 'been greatly increaf-
ed by the manner in which his gazette has been 
condu8:ed. His retailing abufe againgfl: la Fay:' 

.. ette; whofe fufferings even fuppofe hinl. to have 
been in fault, which is doubtful or not admitted) 
are far too fevere,. and can for the fympathy -of 
all mankind, denotes a man callous to' the· mife
ries of his fpecies, and extremely difrefpetl:ful to 
the opinions of the Americans, who enter'tain 
friendlhip and gratitude for la Fayette. ; We ob
ferve alfo whole columns of fonle of the lirfi num-, 

hers of Peter'.s gazette, filled with " apologies 
" for the old. government of France," that is, 
for the feudal fyfiem, though in a relaxed fiate, 
and. for as con~upt a f,fiem of defpotifm as Eu
rope ever wit~e£red. 

, 

... The fuccefs of Peter's pen, in attacking the de
mocratic faB:ions of our country, has perfeCtly 
intoxicated hilll; and he mifiakes the en e oj A
meric,l extremely, when he fuppo[es the danger 
we have efcaped of being profl:rated at the feet 
of France, will urge u.s to lay our country at the 
feet of Great-Britain. . 

• 

• 
-, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

, 

-
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for our' Indep~ndence, and'. Y04r. recommendIng 
the old Government of France, are not the means 

. . 

"The old government' of France' was' n9t. fo bad" 
as the Jacobin government, it is true; . "out:" there 

·Fayette fought, and which the people of thIS coun
try will rejoice to fee introduced, that is, a Free 
Gove'rnment. 

• 

Asto an alliance with Great-Britain, we want 
none except what is diCtated by commercial views. 
Here our intere!l:, calls for mutual aid and pro .. 
teCtion. So far as Great Britain will proteCt our 
trade, for her own fake, we [hall gladly receive it, 
and no farther. . 

" 

We afk no javourJ of Great~Britain, nor of any 
other nation; for this would lay the foundation 
for more claims 0/ gratitude, with which we have 
been outrageoufly tormented by the French,and 
their, hirelings. The United States and Great .. 
Britain are allied by interejl. Setting afide fame~ 
nefs of language, habits and private conneCtions, 
no two countries are fa cldfely united by com
lnercial advantages. Nor can this union of in. 
terell, for a long tinle to come, have a competi
tor. It is as much for Great-Britain's interefl: 
(not to fay more to proteet our veffels, as it is 
ours to have them proteCted. So far an alliance 
will arire out of neceffity and convenIence, which' 
will require very litrle modification by exprefs 
agreements. As to any thing like a general trea" 
ty, oifenfive, and defenfive, God forbid. Sooner 
Inay the United States" be doolned to encounter' 

D 
March. 

• 

. '\ , 
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-another eight years \Va,r for Independence, than 
·holdthe bleiling at the mercy of any foreign na-

• tIon •. 
• • 

. :;, 1-r 0, Peter; '-thenJal1 who :\vrites this, once vo-
Juntarily borearnl.$ ~to defend Independence, in 
_purfuance of ~-he [a.meiprinciplesihe, rprQPofed 
.publicly-the plan of aNational Conltitution, per
·fevering in the. falne :principles, he affailed the 
monner, FACTION, the moment it .appeared; in 
the infidious fonn of popular clubs: and frotll 

. that Inomcnt to this, he has never ceafedtoex
pofethe artifices of the French agents, to lay this 
.country at the feet of France. vVirh the fame 
detern1ined zeal and'firmnefs, :Peter, he' no\v 
openl y declares waf againfl: the man who dares 
to vilify the defenders of l\merican Independence, 
or to propo[e an alliance that would commit that 
indepcl1dence to the power ofa foreign [tate, or 
to .the fate of European contefls . 
• 

• 

.' .An1ericans defire peace, and rejoice that the 
flags of all nations flream in their harbours. But 
the man who unites a foreign flag with that of his 
own country, on the territory of the United States, 
\Vi·lhout an order of governnlent, is a ac1ious man, 
and has not .the honour of his country at heart. 
This little etnblenl of national honour ought no 
nlore to be the fig-nal for 1110bs and for violence 
in a neutral country. . 

. , 

Such, Peter, is lny political creed I know no 
party, but that of MY COUNTRY. My country is 
INDEPENDENT; it is for our interefi, the intereft 
of Great-Britain, and of all Europe, that it fhQuld 

, be fo ; ,and the Inan who feeks to tack it on any 
foreign country, to involve it in European broils 

• 

• 
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or D1ake its independence the fport of European 
policy, is conceiv~d to be· an ENEMY. As /uch, 
his intrigues will be expofed and his infl uence re
fifl:ed, by all thofe decent and legal n1'ean's thar 
diflinguilh the gentlenlan and !he good citizen. 

P. S. If Peter Porcupine's views ar.e miftakcn, 
it belongs to hinl to. remove theilupreffions which 
his writings made on the genuine friends of this 
country . 

• 
• 

I 2 

PORCUPINE's A·NSH!ER. .' . 

, 

• 

LET T.E R 1. • 

PHILADELPHIA, 25th March, 1797. 

To Mr. NOAH lVEBSTER, of NEIV.TORK. . 

SIR, 
• 

. 0 U tell me and the public, that you, with 
dctermilfed zeal and rmne s, now openly declare 
war againft me ;" and that " I mufl: certainly be 
" the Iq!er." Softly, 'Squire W ebfter : it is not 
fo certain, perhaps, as you may inlagine. If you 

.- had remembered the fable of the lnan who fold 
the lion's {kin, and was afterwards killed in hunt
ing hiln, you would not have cried villoria ! before 
you had given your antagonifl: time to return your 
r .Ire. 

• 

• 

,,' 
• • ••• 

• • 
• • 

• 
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• 

, 

. a· . . 
'.~-,--. ". ,,,,,.,-, 

~) •. -li; 
~ - .,- ' ... ... .. , .-. "' 
",-,-~. ,'.' , _. J,--

• 

~"'''e· .-
.~~. ~~ .. -. 

• 

--Wl.1'~;.·~\ • .. - -, ~ ... 
~ . --..' - '" . ,", . . 

• 

-



. 

80 

T-~is, Sir, I defire yo u to look upon as a cau n
ter.declaration ; as a preparative for repulfing the 
'unprovoked attack. Your long, familiar, and 
lTIodeft addrefs fhould have been an[wercd this day 
notwithftanding the certainty of lily being the 10 er) 

did not the very extraordinary remarks it contains 
,call for deIay,in order to afford tinle for a full 

and fair difcuffion -of a fubjeCt, of much greater 
i rnportance than the" political creed" of a news
n10nger. In the mean time, Sir, be not too con
fident of viCtory. "Atchieve me firft, good 
,', 'Squire, and then fell nly bones." _ 

. 

For your attachment to the governn1ent under 
which we live and profper, and for the fervices 
(however tri ing)· you have rendered it, accept 
the refpeCts of . 

Your huu1ble [ervant, 

P. PORCUPINE .. 

• 

• 

• 
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- . • , 

• • 

" • • 
. .' - • 

• 

. . 
• • • ~ ,," 

~ -' . 
• 

• 

.' . ~ • • • ., -. . 

-
• 

• 

• 

,- ~ . 
",\, . 
' ..... 

• 

• 

• 

" . 

, . j 
• 

• 

• 
• 



, 
; , 

• 

, 

• 

• . . 

· 
· .' 

, 
, . 

• 

LET T E R II. 

, 

T') !vIR. NOAH WEBSTER OF NEW-YORK. 

" 

" Vain, fickle, blind, from thefe to thofe he flies, 
" And evr'y.fide of wav'ring combat tries; 

" "Large promife makes, and breaks the promife made; 
" Now gives the Grecians, now the 'Trojans aid." 

POPE'S HOMER, LIB. l". 

SIR., 

• 

O~IE days ago I promifed you an anfwer to 
your Addrefs or ,vhatever eIre you ll1ay pleafe to 

. call it) of the 2 I {t of March. It luckily matters 
little how this anfwer begins.. Aware I fuppore 
of the uncouth nlanners of the man you were 
about to affail, you kindly contrived that the 
rudenefs of your attack fhould furnifh an ample 
apology for his. 'want of politenefs . 

• 

• 
"-;~" . .- . ..... . -. 

, I" , - " . . . ~. 

Your. 'A'ddrefs' treats of your importat felf, of 
me, . and'of the propofed alliance between the 
United States and Great Britain. This alliance 
is a fubjeB: of too much confequence to be blenJ .. 
e'd with an enquiry into your and Illy charaCler, 
principles, and conduct, I {hall therefore referve 
t for a feparate letter; not Iofing, however, the 
prefent opportunity of declaring, that your reafon-
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ing, infl-ead of convincing n1e that I was miCta
Ren, has firengthened, as far as any thing in it

, felf contradiCtory can firengthen, the opinion 
which' gave fa much offence to your wifdom . 

You fet out with telling the public, that, " in 
" a late paper, we infer ted fentiments of this 
" kind, that the putting up in the Coffee-Haufe; 
" a card, on which was painted the Eng1ifh flagr 
" was a low pitiful bu tnejs, equalled only by the 
" 77leannf S of putting up' a French ag, and that it 
" is fervile to be bandied about between the flags 
" of different· foreign nations. We ought ~o 
" unite under our own ag and learn to be II na-
" tion." 

, 

You then complain of D1y having quoted the 
paffage " ~with di approbation," which, with the 
application of the words ·vulgar prejudice, was, it 
feems, a fhetch of prefumption which your pride 
could not forgive. 

r 111tlil confefs, that, to venture to quote 
"with difapprobation" the oracular precepts 
flowing .froIn the lips of the high prieft of Mi
nerva, was rather bold; but (and with due fub
Iniffion be it fpoken it ,vas not fo much your 
advice as your partiality, your ver atility, that 
I dHfapproved of. You have uttered Juch cart
loads of ientiments, that it is abfolutely impof
fi'bIe you {hould recolleEt one half of them; and 
:as~ :' in politics particularly, you are led by no 
fixed, no polar-frar principle, it is as i~6ffible 
that you fhould ever be confiftent long together. 
Your faying that the putting up of~~,£nglilh 
flag " was a low piti ul bufinefs," fou-rids, well ; 
but did you fay this when' the French ag was 
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put up? No; you 'calledthat neither lo·w nor 
pili ul: it was even honoured\vith your ap- . 
. plaufe, as far as a lllan, who looks upon hilU
felf as the exclufive po1f~ffor of all that is praife
worthy, can applaud -the aCtions of others .. The 
hoifling of the French· flag wa~s attended with 
feafiingand noife, little inferior to what we have 
witnefI"ed at the celebrarioil of the murder of the 
Swifs Guards: yet it e[caped your cenfure : it 
was fuffered to hang very peaceably, and to re
ceive the adoration of the devout fans-culottes 

, 

of New-York: folly was pennitted to revel at 
the foot, as it were, of the lhrine of wifdom, 
for the [pace of three whole years, without re
ceiving either challifement or rebuke. But, be- _ 
hold the difference ! 'The mOlnent a rep~efenta
tion of the Britifh . flag appears, though painted 
on a bi t of paper only, and intended merely to 
produce a little fport, you caft off your lethargic 
forbearance. Your patriotifnl, that patriotifnl, 
which Hept like a dormoufe, while the French 
flag was not only hanging up in the Coffee-Room, 
but was berne about your fireets to eleCtions 
and town nleetings; that drowfy patrioti[rn, 
which [eenled fcarcely to perceive a banner of 
two yards [quare, though it brulbed its very TIofe, 
becanle all alive, took fire in a nlonlent, upon 
fight of a Britilh flag in miniature • 

• 

. You do, indeed, now talk about the "nteal?
:" . nejs of putting lip a French ag;" but when 
do YOll find' courage to do this? At the n10ment 

. the people around you are got tired and afhamed 
of their bauble. Far were you fronl calling it a 
meanne s, and fo far fron1 it that your voice ,vas 

': one of the moil [onorous in the ridiculous and 

• 
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difgraceful hue-and~cry'- 'raifed again~ ,thore who 
pulled it down, in the month of .May, 1795. .. 

, ,On' that occafion you very patriptically obferved, 
that " it was bQped that the flags 6f the fifler re· 

, 
, . 

,'" publics .\vQuldhave remained uf!dtfturb~d by the 
" enelllies.o'pu~ peace ;?' and then, . on you go to 
exprefsi 'yOU): abhorrence of the' 'conduct of the 
facrHegiotis \vretches whore impious hands had re;. 
moved thenl. And, recolleCt, that you took fpe
cial care not'to utter a fyllable againfi: the favages, 
who' attenlpted to murder a Britilh Officer, to 
avenge'" the mighty wrong." T'o intrude your 
precepts, therefore, at this time; to firlIt and 
heCtor over the poor fallen Tricolor, and to call 
on your readers to " unite under their own ag, 
" and learn to be a nation," entitles you to but 
very little praife. Your advice COInes too late. 
The patient "vas in a flate of convalefcence; be
fore you ventured to prefcribe: French priva
teers, "jails, whips, and irons, had effeCtually re
nl0ved the malady of the public, while you 
Hood· fumbling its pulfe. 'Had the fame fiupid 
adnliration of the French, that prevailed, and 
that you participated in, fer feveral years; had 
this adnliration and, its concomitant partiality 
Hill exified, you would never have dared (vJ'ith 
all yo~r ber:olfm) to call the hoifting of th~ir flag 
" a low pitiful bufiriefs:" you would prudently 
have left that to a writer of lefs caution and 
11lore fincerity, referving to yourfelf ,the agree
able ta{k of endeavouring to disfigure his motives 
and blaft his fame. 

• , . 

A.nd, was it then fuch a heinous offence to 
quote a writer of your fiall1p " with difapproba
" tion," or apply~b him the charge of 'Vulgar 

' .. ' 
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rejudj-:;c} It would be cdrious to hear, on what 
it is that yOil grounded your right of exemption 
from. all cenfure and criticifnh Befides, to fay 
that a man has adopted a vulgar prejudice, is' cal. 
culated to give offence to no one but an illiterate 
booby, who does not know the meaning of the 
words, or a captious, inflated. felf-fufficient pe ... 
dante Yet it is this phrafe, and this alone, that 
has provoked you to feek retaliation, and retalia~ 

, 

. tion, too of the mo{1: bafe and nlalicious fpecies .. 
, , "We' contefl" (f~y you, after declaring that 
1 am unable to copt with you) "We contefl: Pe ... 
'.' ter'.s principles. It was ftrongly fufpeB:ed 

," many montbs ago, that his principles are not ve
'" ry friendly to the independence of Anlerica; 
" and frill lefs fo to the form of our govern~ 
" ment/; . ' '/' \. 

• 

• 
, 

The, gramIhatical inaccuracy of this Iafi:. fen... . 
tence', though fallen' from the pe~ of ;1, languoge
maker, it would be foreign to lily purpofe to re ... 
nlark on : it is the flander it conveys, that it is 
nly duty to expofe. "It cz.uas flrongly u 'PeEled.'~ 
This is the true goffiping, caluffilliati,ng fiyle .. 
All verbal affaffins fpeak in the pt! 'love voice, that, 
what they cannot prove, they Ina y at Iaft throw' '. 
9n public report. If you had faid, "I fli[ped:ed 

, 

" many months ago," though it would have led 
to a detection, you would have acted more like 
a lnan; and this might have been expected' too, 
in a' volunteer of your "determined zeal and 
" firmnefs." • 

• 

However, as you are very fond of the porn .. 
pous plural number and paffive voice, perhaps, 
it is but fair to [uppo[e, that YOll mean to inti:

J ... ~' -"Haren, 
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mate, that you fufpetted . my pri.nCiples many 
mcmths ago; and, if this .was really the' ~afe, pr'ay 
how canle you t~ recommend nly pamphlets to 
the perufal.of yO~lr readers, . C}s. the befi antedate 
to the anarchical. principles of the'. enenlies . of 

. the goy~.r~m~!} 1:/ow JJlanYll10nths ag.o was it 
that you:r~ pelletration lnade the grand difcovery ? 
When Ipropofed publilhing a paper, wh!cil \vas 
110 more: than about, IX weeks anterior to the 
date of your Addrefs, you told the public in an 
exulting . manner, that I fhould "prove a terri-

· ." ble fcourge to the patriots," meaning Bache, 
Greenleaf, and all the antifederalcrew. Six 
weeks 'Squire Webfier, is not many month;. If 
you really fufpeCl:ed my enmity to the gOVernnlent; 
and to.' the independence ·of America,o y{)U ~ere 
a very great hypocrite, if not fonlethlng.·. of a 
traitor, to applaud illy undertaking; and., if on 
the other hand, you had no fnch fufpicion, and· 
have now feigned it merely for the perpofe of re
venging what your haughtinefs has conil:ruecl into 
a.n affront, I leave the public to determine what 
nan1e you are worthy: of • 
• 

But, you do not flop at fufpicions. You feem 
_ to have forefeen that your readers would require 
fomething more than nlere furnlife, and you were 
detennined to furnifh it. ,;Vhen a man is once 
got into rnifchief, he does does not {tick at trifles. 
. ,~rrhis fufpicion," fay you, "has been great-

• • • 
. " ly en<:reafed by the manner III whIch Peter's 
"Gazette has been conducted." Now, who, 
upon l"~ading this,. would not ilnagine, that my 
Gazette had difcovered a departure from the 
.principles which 1 had before profeffed; .~ fpirit 
·hofi:ile to the governnlent of this country, O~ 

, '. 
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~t .leaft unfrie!ldly to •. it~, Who' \voulC;l· ·imagine 
that you,or any' other ma'ri. . who' willies to pre
. ferve the leaft pretenfions to ca~dour, would 
~ave ventured· to accufe 'another~ of -enmi ty to 

,the government upon. a ,foundation flighter rhan 
,this?' You can pr0duce 'n.o -fu'ch thing~ Af ... 
ter having turned and rummaged my jioor gazette 

'over and over again, pryed intO every. paragraph,. . "', 
and weighed each fingle expreHion, aU you ca.n.,c:: ' 
collea to ." increo/e" your f ufpicion, is, my "re- . ..... , 
tailing abufe againil:' .fa Fayette," and my pub .. , . 
lifuing whole columns," filled with apologies fOle 

" the old government of France P' . as if the 
. fentiments of a man~ 'refpefring . Ia 'Fayette' 'and 

t4e French monarchy, formed. a criterion where
by to eftimate his attach ment to the con f1:itutioll 
and independence of the United States! Futile in ... 

. deed mull: be the' charge, that has no other fup
port thanfuch round-about kind of evidence as 
this. " , 

• , , 

I . certainly' might pafs over with filent ,con
tempt, what if ftriEtly true, goes not an inch 
to~vards jufiifying. your malignant infinuation,; 
but,as you'- have been mean enough to Jake 
fhelter '. und~r the popular, the " 'Vulgar preju-

, " dic~," that prevails in favour of la Favette and 
,againfl: ,monarchical governments, I fuall take 
one ftep out of my way, in order to convince 
the public, that I never {hall decline a cO'mbat 
with Noah ,\V ebfl:er, though backed with the mif- . 
placed partiality of millions. . ' . 

. . . 

"Vhat you are pleafed to term, " tetailing abu e 
" againfl la Fayette," and, ~n another p!ace,. 
" viii ying the defe~ders. <;>f Anlerican lndepen-

'. 

• 

, 
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." dence;·· all this put' together"'1s~ . the publifh •. 
:jng of a fpeech, of Mr. Burke,· on the··.motion . 
brought forward in . the, Britifu. Parliament.,.' for 
the purpofe of prevaiIin . on; the kinK to' inter
cede' for la Fayette's. re eafe ... This fpeech was 

· publiihed in my Gazette, of the 7th .. March; . and, 
· fo far from -its being ·an abufive, vilifying ,ha-
rangue, though it . is one of thofe pieces of ora-

· tory, that will for ages be an ornalnent to the. 
'proceedings of the Britifh Commons, it is not 
-more relnarkable fot' its eloquence than for its 
truth. . 

. 

You, indeed,· tell us, that la Fayette's being 
C:' in fault, . is doubtful, or not admitted:" . and in 

· this {hart fentence, you have .given a more com-
· plete fpecimen of the equivoque, than is to be found 
· in Boileau's famous poem on the fubjecr.· In the 
:firfl: place, we know not whether you exprefs the 
()pinion of others, or your own: next, if you 
are underfiood as expreffing your own opinion, 

· you declare the 'quefl:ion douhtful, 'you do not 
admit the fault, and yet you do . not venture to 
declare y()ur friend innocent: Iafily,' ihould fome 

: 'warm partizan, -whether royalifi or republican, . 
call you to account for hefitating on the fubjeEt, 
ftiH you have a {hift left; for YOll do not fay, or 

· even hint, whether it be Ia Fayette's crimes againfi: . 
· the king, or thofe againfi the affembly, that you 
· doubt of. It was in the wars I prefume, that 
. you learnt this precaution, of always fecuring a 
fafe retreat. . . 

• 

· To one, who fo carefully difguifes his fentiments, 
, it is next to irnpoffible to lnake a fati~faaory re
ply: however, fuppofing you to doubt of la 

• 
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Fayette's fault ;'\\-ith"' refpeCl:' tobis foV'creign, I' 
:\vould· aik! ;' you,' where' you have jived' for thefe . 
ten years,' laftpafi:'?' ':fo hear you fiart doub,ts on 
this' fubject, ' one would imagine you had d welt in' 
a . dormitory or a hermitage ;' that you had been 
abforbed in' heavenly· nleditation; that your veffel 
(as the puritans call it· had been a refervdir of god
linefs, in place of being what, alas !. it is, a mere 
chanf1.e1 for news.' . 

, 

To enter into a minute examination of la Fay
. ctte's conduCt, during his {hart-lived career in the 
French revolution, would be giving an impor
tance to his character 'which it does not deferve. 
It is true that he alw-ays was an underworker, 
like many others; and, . therefore, is not to be 
reckoned among the mifcreant Mirabeaus, Con-. 
doreets, &c. whofe' puppet he was; but, he ne
verthelefs comes in for a confiderable fhare of that 
cenfure which is due to a conlbination of ambiti
ou's men, determined to build their own fame and 
greatnefs on the ruins of a mighty empire, without 
remorfe for the miferies itITIuft produce. One 

,faCt, when the nlerits of la Fayette are to be tried, 
ought never to be forgotten: it was his revoluti
onary brain that conceived the French Rights of 
Man, of whic.h no more need be faid, than that 
they are the very textsJrom which Tom Paine has 
ever fince been preaChing the duty of holy hi ur-
ref/ion. ' 

, 

• . 

I would wiIIingly believe that gratitude for the 
fer vices ~'hich Ia Fayette rendered America, has 
~ow calJed forth your Gompaffion for his fuffer
Jngs, and your refentment ~_gainfl: nly paper, or 
rather againft me. I would willingly trace your 

, 

• 

• 

, 

, 



• 

90 

afperity back to this. ailnable fouree; .liut y~:m.r 
pan:·, conduCt -.tells me that 1 fhould ~ttempt it in 
·vain. Hbwconle you.to be grarefulio 'Ia F~yette 
alone? 'Has' no other friend'.to the American re;.. ,. 

,'yolution lain on .thedamp floor; of a dungeon? 
·N ever· did.~you~, .(wirhlhalne ',be ,it fpoken, Web .. 
fief) . neve"t· did, you ·utter a· word, ofconlpaffion 
for" the, unfortunate. fr.iendlefs Louis ;X VI. when 
this fame la Fayette wa~ leading, hin1".'in triumph 
froul prifon to prifon. Never did you talk of cruel 
·treatment, when the ueen bfFrance was.dragged 
infIo\v proceffion to Paris, w.hile the myrmidons of 
-this fame- la Fayette carried the.ghaftly heads of her 
-murdered, guards before her.' No; you rejoiced 
at all this; , and yet, I believe, no one ,\yill have the 
inlpudence'te pretend; that: la Fayette's fervices 
to this, country ,were a mil1ionth part'.· fa ,great 

'2S thore of poor Louis and his confort~ , . Nay,you 
·faw the head of this fallen prince roll froin the fcaf
fold; 'you raw his family cut off one by one; . you 
,faw' his innocent' child' lingering' in a· dungeon, 
robbed of fieep, terrified four times an hour with 
orders to prepare for ,'d,eatb, and at Iafi: yo.u favr 
,his bloated and livid corpfe firetched in' a' dung-

eye. Not a tear efcaped you; not a gro"an, not 
'a 6gh, was heard frolu the tender-hearted Miner
'Va, ,who now tells us th_at " fa Fayette's fufferings 
," callJor the. ympathyo all mankind. " '.' 

. -. . 

• 
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3ftdftiendfllip:to havefuown'itfelf., You, who ~ 
", once voluntarily' bore- arms to defend indepen-
'i: dence; and who' now with detennined zeal and 
"firmnefsopenlydeclares war againfi. the man 
" who dares vilify the defenders - of, ir,'~ among 
whom you count la Fayette; you,fir-;':{h()uld have 
fiood "forth againfi the then popuiar Convention, 
who had fixed a price on the head Iof Jour:friend ; 

. who had by law, authorized the citizens to fhoot 
him, or knock his brains our, like a dog -; :nay, 
had impofed it on thelnas a duty. 'Then was the 
time for theblue-eyd Maid to grafp her javelin, 
and fhelter the injured hero beneath her ample 
fhield. As {he negleCted to do this :' as fhe fhrank 
from the en'counter with popular' fury; as {he 
ta'mely yielded to the va/gar prejudice that then 
prevailed in favour of every aCt of the mock legif
latorsof France, however cruel and infamous, {he 
will now receive bur little applaufe, from men of 
fenfe, for her cenfure of the Elnperor of Gernlany, 
whofe'title alone, 1he vJell' knows, will, with the 
grofs ofber readers', be a fufficient 'apology for any 
departure from decency and truth. 

• I 

- No, Sir; it is too clear, that a ddire to -ingra
tiate yourfelf with the deceived part of the public, 
together with that of injuring me, led you to 
bring forward the 'fl:aU"ing horfe 1a Fayette, 
and not any friendfhip, gratitude, or cOlnpaffion 
that you entertained for hilu. This yoar n1anncr 
of proceeding inconteftibly proves. Firft, you ,pre
tend to fufpea my enmity to the independence of 
Alnerica; then you artfully produce n1y publi
cation of-l\1r.Burke's~ cenfure of la Fayette, as a 
_proof of that enmity, leaving your readers to 
draw the natural conclufion, thf\t I had "retailed 

-
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abufe" againft him, mer"ely or his having 'ought 
in the Ct1z:feof Independenfe., Never did envy and' 
revenge fuggeil::, a bafer infinuation; or one, the 
faHhood,pfwllich w~' more'eafy to deteCt.' 

~. " ~ ;. -
• 

" 
, 

• • 
'. ." . :, -. " - - -" .. "', ~:I ~_." .' _ . 

. If ,l.pear m~li<~e againft laFayette, if I have 
p,uplHIwA a-_l<;~ilfuie on him, if I have" retailed 
abu e.,.~gainff him;" as you are pleafed to call it; 
on,. account of his:having ferved here, during the 
reyol~tionary war;, pray, does it ,not follow; 
that I mufibear.the fame malice, and feel the fame 
'illclination 'to' cenf ure everyone who aided the 
caufe, of Independence ?' If fuch be the nlotive 
from_ which I aCt, I certainly could look round 
among thofe who did more injury to the caufe 
of-Great-Britain in one'day, nay in one minute, 

. -.,.~ . . 
than la Fayette did during the war; or could 
have done in his whole life time. I caJI on you, 
then; TO fay whether I have ever, direCtly or indi .. 
~ealy, difcovered an inclination to defalne any 
nlan, nlerelybecaufe' he was infiruluental in 
eftablifhing t~e independence" of this country .. 
1-1ave I ever, ~ttempted to afperfe, have I ever 
hinted any thing to the difhonour of IV!r. Jay, 
Mr.:Ad~ms, or General Wafhington? Thefe 
gentlemeIl, the moft ,eminent aCtors all the gr'eat 
dralna of the revolu,tion, have all been attacked, 
flandered and abufed, by thofe who are alnong the 
eulogiIts "of la Fayette; and I leave the public 
to detenl1ine" who has {bown the Iuofi diligence, 
zeal and courage in defence of their charaCters, 
P~ter ,Porcupine or Noah 1iVeijler. 

In purfuance of 'the fame view it was, that you 
chofe to COIUUlcnt on Iny hJving publifhed "an 

• 
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which you arrert ' to-be:" ,as corrupt a fyftem of 
'"' depoti tn as Europe evet\vitneffed." '; 

.. . - . , 
, , 

" 

To call the old government of France, which 
all the civiljar..s have'reckoned alnong the limited 
7llonarchies:; to call th~s government a: "de poti m, 
argues a mind ftrongly tinCtured with" theprin..
cipIes of liberty and equality; but,' to" fay that 
it was" as corrupt a fyftem of defpotifm as Europe 
ever aw, puts you upon a level with the flander .. 
ous haranguers of the fuburbs of St. Aatoine 
and St. Marceau. He' that can call the monar- . 
chical governOlcnt of France the worn: of dcfpo ... 
tifn1s, would make little fcruple to ilnitate the 
'Venerable Pere Du Chene!) in branding St. Louis, 
Henry IV. and Louis the XVI. with the name 
of tyrants. 

• . 

You do, however, aliow that there is one 
fpecies of governnlent frill \Vor[e than that of the 
French o10narchy; and here your conflftency is 
well worth attention.· Firfl: the aid governlnent 
is as bad a one as Europe t'ver lrw; then the Ja
cobin goveron1ent is war c. This is not amifs ; 
but you do not let us off fOe After having thu~ 
acknowledged that the Jacobin government is 
wor ethan tbe warjl, you have the confcience to 

, quarrel with Inc, to 'wage etern"al war with tue, 
for cenfuring one of the princi pal founders of 
this very Jacobin govcrnment! You had forgot, 
'or you never knc\v, the bi1lory of the {irlt year~ 
of the French revolution. You conternpbtc your 
friend in the d llngeon of Oln1utz only; YOLl do 
not look back, and bthold hiln in the tribu'ile of 
the Jacobin Chlb at Paris. La Fayette was one 

~1 j I ... t • f(" fl, 
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of the very firft, that took the narne of Jac-o'bi"rr ~ 
he wa~ a founder of the feB:, and continued ·to be 
a Ineillber of it'i till July, 1792. . Even then- he 
did not withdraw himfelf, but was expelled. 

-, 
, " . , ' • 

". "I'he old governnlent," fay you ""vas n0t fo 
" bad as the Jacobin governnlent, it is true; but 
'..' there is.a governnlent different froln both, \\'hich 
H la Fayette ought, and which, the people of this 
" country will rejoice to fee introduced; that is 
" a Free Government." Now, fir, what do you 
lnean by a governnlent that la Fayette ought? 
"Io hear you, one would ilnagine, that he had been 
foiled in fonle precious projeCt for t he good of his 
country ; that his councils had been rejeCted, and ~ 
:himfelf perfecured on account of his probity and 
\vifdom; whereas the very reverfe of all this was 
the cafe .. His projeCts fucceeded to theutIlloft of 
his willies. The fanl0us rights if man; of which 
he was the propofer, became a fundamental law, 
was fanCtioned and fworn to by the whole nation~ 
rrhe Confl:itution, grounded on thofe rights, he 
raw c0111pleted, and he retired from the legiflative 
fcene well pleafed with the work.. In fhort, the 
governnlent he ougbt he obtained, and a moLt fiu .. 
pid, bafe and cruel go.vernluent it was. A govern-
111ent that acknowledged the horrid aCt of infur
recrion to be a facred duty, and that, in its prac
tice, ll1ade a beginning in that. career of facrilege 
plunder aud aifaffination, which has been fo unre
lnittingly purfued by fucceeding and more. fuc
cefsful. ufurperso And tbis is what you call a Free 
Government; one that the pe-Ople of America will 

"be glad to fee eftablifhed in France! If the people 
of iin1erica are fiily or wicked enough to enter
tain any fuch willi, I fincereiy hope it may not be 

• 

, 

• 
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~~c()mplifhed.· '. T,he government they have" no\v 
--in'- Fr-ance; is certainly a uio1l: abominable defpot
ifm" but it is not'fo defl:ruCtive either in principle 
or praEtice, as that which ~a Faye,tte, ought and 
-affilledto'form." , "" : 

, -
, 

I ,'j. : 

• -
'Vhat involves yo~ in thefe ihconfiflencies and 

contradiCtions is evident enough: y6uwere a long 
tinle a very great admirer q,f the French revolu
tion. I will not fay that I could nlake you blulh!> 
but I am certain I could nlake your friends blufh, 
by a quotation frcHn your paper in approbation :of 
rrom Paine's Rights of man, the man~el of Jaco
binifnl. ExaCtly ho\v far you went ha.nd in, hand 
w'ith the revolutionifts, I know not; - nor: do 'I 

• 

believe that you you rfelf know. YOlf are in the 
predicalnent of a great many others, who, ,vheh. 
they are a!ked \vhat they approved and what they 
did not approve, anfwer, that they went as'far as' 
la Fayette, but no . artber., and God knows that 
was far enough. ' 

You, and all thofe \vho thus pinned their poli
tical faith on the fleeve of this unHedged flater. 
man, ,vould {lill have been revolu"tionilts in the 
fullefl: fcnfe of the term, had not the ufurpers 
been preparing to extend their fraternal grafp to 
this goverument and country. Till then you c;.:.re:" ' 
fully avoided faying a word againfi: theIn: all 
their moll: atrociou ~ deeds were fmoothed over; 
their plundering decrees, their invitations to re
bellion, were all right, till they call: their looks._ 
this way: then your eyes were opened at on~'e: 
like Bailly and la Fayette, you adored the hol y 
right of infurrecrion, till it began to operate arrainft 

, 
, 
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" Frc;nn this digreffion, which' your, firaggling 
. from your fubjeB::invited,:l re~urn·toexafniJle 
mote cJofely the, ac'cufatiQn of having pu1>lifhed 
~' all a})ology_ for: t.he -old government of Fr-an<;:e. " 
This apology is contailled in eerra-ill: ex.trach froul 
Gifford's anf"ver to lord Lal1derdale's letters to the , 

· J;>e.ers ,oJ, S<;O.thind. _ .. : ,The writer: obferves ,\vith 
great jufinefs, that "one. ;of the :mofl:, ifuccefsful 

· 4;' . n10des of exciting ~ cnti1nentJ javotl1"able to tbe 
c, Fr:ench Revolution, has been the imputation of 
" every v,ice creative of difgufi: to the old govern .. 

'. f:' ment of France." He then 'notices the fcan-. - . 

,dalous negleCt of can dour and truth, that has been 
_ difpl~yed in the performance of this tafk: the 
_.unf~ir, mode of arguing that. has been adopted, 
:a,nd~~e. exaggeration and calumny that has im
~pqfe,d on the. uninformed. The objeB; of aU this, 
'i~ is evident, 11.<!s been not only to jufiify the re
.v.olutionifts in deftroying the ll1.onarchy, but to in:
:culcate a belief, that the people, notwithfianqing 
their prefent mifery, are frill gainers by the defpo
tifm that has been raifed on its ruins. 

, 

, , 

. 

,: To expofe the -fahey of this reafoning, to 'Tee-
tify the nlifconceptions of the weak,and to de
tea the mifreprefent'ations of the ,vicked, 1\'1r. 
· ()ifford enters into a candid examination of the , 

fnbjeB:, during whi.eh he ;proves, and that Ino11 
fatisfacrorily, that the aCl:s of oppreffion imputed 
to the French government, were generally, not 
to fay always, exaggerated; that in many infian
ces, the charges were totally unfounded, apd even 

· ridiculous; that in {hort, to the happinefs of 
}'rance, no revolution \vas necefTary; and, of 
courfe, that this dreadful fcourge is to be afcrib
eel to the alnbition' and treachery of the u[urp·,. - . 

ing kgiflators'. 
, 
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" ,Vith tefpea, tp ,tIle :extraus, in themfelves 
,cop.4d~re,d" the faRst1:ley contain are of indifput
,ablej a1uthenti,city;' as to, t.1Je £lyle,: it is as' far 
above the criticifm of N cah '\V ebfler,' as it· is be-

., .. ". ... . -' -. 
ypn,d hi.siI1!i,tatiol}; an~ I. d~fy you to - cull out 
a Jingle, fentiment" from beginni"ng t? 'en~';' which Sl 

hofble to true lIberty. ,The .el,egant and conVlll
,dng writer is a~ p;ngli man, and . confequently 
knqws how to efti mat,e the bleffings of freedol1l. 
full as well, if not better than you. He is a cho
lar, and, whiCh is more as. to, the' prefentpoint, 
the author of a hi£lory of France, which has 're
,ceived the applaufe of the whole literaryworld~ 
and which is the fruit.of a long and 'painful re .. 
fearch, during many years of refidence 'in' that 
country:, of. cop.rfe his knowledge (padicula,rly 
of whatever relates to the monarchy of France) 
is not to be funk to a conlpetition with that of 
a nlan, ,thegraatefi: extent of whofe travels'has 
'been from Connecticut to New-York, :andthe 
utmofi: exertion of whofe talents is to be fot1ght for 
,jn the compilation of a fchool book. LafUy, 
the author of the " Apology for the old govern ... 
" nlent of France" is an Fndependent gentleman, 
whofe fole' object in writing muff:' be the a~tain
,nlent of, hondl: fanle; . and who is not therefore .. 

• 

like a diurnal retailer of 'l,oi "dom and news, obliged 
to vary his politits to the more than felnale ca~ 
price of the nlultitude. 

But, to ,do you jufiice, I really believe, you 
poffefs too much good fenre not to be, in the pre. 
fent inflance, charmed with what· you pretend to 
difapprove of. Whether, you will be pleafed to 
hear your judgment thus conlplimented at the 

, 



, 

• 

nor 
care; 'but it certainly w,(sme,'and,notthe ex-

. ., .. " 

fraCts. in my paper tha( .yc;>u' wef(~ 'ang'ry with, 
and t~at it was your objeCt to decry., . You ,wilh
ed to propagate a belief, that r was' '~n, enemy to 
the' Indep'endence, 'of'Ariieiic~, anq 'alfo to the 
form: 6f the federal' government. The former 
charge', \vhich has, already' been refuted, was to 
'be looked upon as proved ,by my publiiliing Mr. 
Burke's cenfure on la', Fayette ;" and the latter by 
my publifuing, from' Gifford, an apqlogy for the 
old government of France. " 

, , 

The fame fuameful abandonment of candour,the 
fame jefuitical fpirit of perverfion, that you dif;. 
cover'in your COlllmcnts on what refpeas IaFay;.. 
ette~ is'fiill more apparant in what you fay of the 
apology . You tell your readers,' that you fuf
peCt my enmity to the orm of' government under 
,which we live; and add, tl}at this fufpicion is 
encreafedby my pubEihing 'an apology for the old 
government 0 , F,rance. Here you, fiop without 
faying that, my intention is to introduce the lat
ter fornl. of government here : however, left you 
:fhould be mifunderfiood, of which you feem to 
have been n1uch afraid, you' afterwards revive 
the fubjeCt, and, addreffing yourfelf to' n1e, ve
ry gravely and very malicioufly, obferve, " that my 
"popularity, is not to be tnaintained by reCOlll
!;jl. mending the old governlnent oEFrance;" there
by inti£?ating that I had aaually propofed the 
old government, of France, which you call ,the 
wad! of ,defpotifms, as a fubfiitute 'for the Fe
deral government of 'the United States! \Vhat 
a wretched atte" t at impofition. 'This nlay 
well, be termed, in your own flag language, 

• 

, , , 

, 
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" a-low. pili ulbu lIU: s." You beft know what 
frock of fiupidity -the readers of the Minerva are 
bleffed with, but this I ,am certain o£.; that the 
clumfiefl: ,and mofl: irhpude'nt vagabond ] ugler 
never ventured to play ofrro barefaced a decepti
on to the gaping clowns at a country fair. ---An~ 
were, you, . could you be, fo completely infatuat
ed as to hope that an y Ulan in his [en[es, any 
thing in. human ihape, would become the dupe of 
your fpiteful infinuation? The thing is bey.ond 
the compafs of belief: to attempt to difprove it 
would be ufelefs : to give it a formal denial, or 
even to call it a lie, would be doing it too nluch 
honour. 

. , 

After having {hown the abfurdity, the nlalice, 
of your pretended fufpicions with refpect to Iny 
political principles, 'you will permit nle to afk you 
on,ce more" why thore fufpicions were never awa~ 
kened till lately? -Many of the inen who fought 
for American Independence have been treated, in 
lily writings, with much lefs Inercy than. Mr. 
Burke's fpeech treats la Fayette. Nay, I have 
never [pared la Fayette hi Iufelf, when r have had 
occafion to fpeak of hinl (and that has been very· 
often) either individually or as a men1ber of the 
Confl:itution making AffcIllbly. And, as 'to . the 
old government of France, I have often paired 
higher cornmendations on it,. than 1\11'. Gifford 
does in the extraCts you complain of. 1'0 be fure 
I never recommended it to the people of AIl1erica, 
as YOll fillily infinuate I have done in pubIHhing 
thofe extracts; but I have ventured" to prediEt 
" that, fooner or later, the French wi II retu rn 
" to that fonn of government under which they 
" 'vere happy, and under which alone they can 

-

, 

, 
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c' ever be fo again; and this I did ,in ~y 'L; ~ 
and Adventures. How came thefe :things'to e-

youneyer before'to think 'It your:iduty:torepte
fent them as' an iridicationof. tny, enmity-to the' 

You 'let' me go oil :uolnterrupted, pamphlet after 
. pau1phlet;; Jorthree whole -years';. yea, and even 

apphiuded mY' efforts a:ll the time ~ .. ' and now , at' 
lan, you find me to be a' dangerous fellow, and' 
burfioutupon'me all at once, like a thunder 
from a fummer cloud. . '. .' 

. , • 
,'. . . . . . , . , . 

• • 

In vain would you nlake me believe, that any 
real fufpicion, that any apprehenfion of my infin
cerity, hascaufed this change in your conduCt to .. 
'Wards me. It is poffible,indeed, and ,barely polli .. 
ble, that your vanity has been unable· to fupport 
the charge of 'Vulgar prejudice) and has fiitnulated 
you to this unmanly mode of revenge. But, are 
you [ure, \V ebfter, . that envy, curfed envy, has 

. had nothing to do in the " low pitiful bufinefs?" 
Are you fure, that the ISO Porcupine's Gazettes, 
daily rent to your city, together with thofe which 
may probably have fupplanted your's round your 
neighbourhood, thra' New England, and the Jer
feys : confult your ,heart and tell lne, if you are 
~ure, that it is not the [pread of thefe innocent pa
pers, and not any thing which they contain, that 
.has roufed your lethargic patriotifm.. ' 

. . 

It is ever painful to be obliged to think ilJ, and 
u1uch more fo . to fpeak ill, of thofe that we have 
been accufionled to efieem, and r fhould hardly 
bring rnyfelf to impute your enn1ity to fa difuono
rable a caufe, were I not well affured that the' im~ 
putation is j uft. . 

• 

• 
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Unfortunately.· for you!" reputation, 'it fo hap .. 
pens, that you poifefs a more fatisfaB:ory proof ~f 
lny attachment to the gOVf!rnnlent, than perhaps, 
any other -man, .in th~.co.untry dges. The lettt;!r 
,vhich I wrote you, when I requ~n:ed,)!ou to pub
liih the ,propofals for my Gazet.~,e (a !ytte~ ;written 
in the fulleil confidence}mufl: have convinced any, 
man, of. a mind not endued with the quality of 
turning its nutriment to poifon, that the American 
government had not a more fincere, lllore zealous, 
or more devoted friend than I. This letter, what
e~er reluCtance I might on any other occafion feel 
to fuffer its appearance in print, I now call on you 
to publiih in your paper; and, if you have one 
fingle grain of candour or jufl:ice left, you will 
not hefitate to comply with my requeft • 

• 
• • 

, 

Here I fhould clofe, but there aretwo -or three 
paffages more in your Addrefs, which fofirongly 
invite attention, that your vanity might, perhaps, 
take the alarnl again, were they to pars totally un-
noticed; and, after having tafted fa feverely of the 
effeCts of your wrath, it is not to be wondered at, -
if I feel no inclination to brave it a fecond time • 

. You are fo good as to inform me, " that you 
" once voluntarily bore arms to defend Indepen
" dence; that, in purfuance of tbe fame princi
" pIes, you rlt propofed publickly the plan of a 
"National Conftitution; that, perfevering in 
" the falTIe principles, you affailed the monRer 
" ac7ion, the mon1ent it appeared in the infidious 
" form of popular cI ubs; and that1 from that mo
"nlent to this prefent writing, you have never 
"ceafed to. expofe the artifices of the French 
" agents to lay this country at the feet of France." 

M,~nh. G 

-

\ 
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How all tbis got' into a lett~r 'written about all 

Englifh flag, I cannot forn1yfoul conceive. How..; 
ever, 'tis ne'ws, and as fuch lam, in COlnn-Ion with 
the relt of the t'r_ade~ obliged to you for it .. 

• 
• 

• • 
• , 

I have rea~. th~ hiftory of the t\meritan war 
over and over again, but I do not recolleCt ever 
having feen the name of Noab Jiflebfler in it.' That 
you were not very faluous is therefore certain, ahd 
it is more than probable that you were looked up
on as mere food for pOWder, a fituation that, what
ever n1ight be the caufe you were made ufe of in, 
is nothing at all to boatl of. . . 

• 
, 

• 

Your being the " r who publicly propofed 
" a ,National Confl:itution," is a curious anecdote 
enough; and I cannot fay but I am. glad it is 
come to light, as it will tend to quafh, or at leaft 
to Illoderate, the exhorbitant pretenfions of that 
ullconfcionable dog Ton1 Paine, ,,,,ho puts in an 
abfolute claim tothe whole credit of the invention. , 

'Tom does, indeed, confefs, [hat he was anticipated 
by one writer on the fubject, who infifled, that 
tbirteen flaves without a hoop 9vould ?lever make a 
barrel; and if you CCl:ll.I1lake it out, as I have not 
the leait doubt YOll can, that you were the real le
gitimate author of this fhrewd and learned obfer-

. vation, Tom I1uifi give way to you, or, at leaft, 
you 111U[t be pernlitted to conle in with hilu for a 
ihare of the honour. . 

• 

. 

· Thus you fee I do not difpute your pretenfions 
·to military or conftitution making fame, but as 
to your boldnefs in aifailing the monfier FAC

" TI.ON; as to yo~.lr perfeverance and fuccefs in 
~' expofing the artifices of the French ~" thefe I 

• 

, . 
• • 

• 
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do difpute, and not only difpute, but pofitively 
deny •. YoiI~haye, indeed, as far ag' you have found 
it prudent to g'o~ laHerly efpoufed ,the caufe of OJ'

cler, and' confequentIy that of the goverillnent'; 
but, to do this with effeCt; you fhOuld have begun 
long enough before you did, and fbould have af
fumed atone that never has been heard' from the 
Minerva. At firH: you were a warrn ,-partizan of 
infurreCtion ; you were among the abufers, the 
calunlniators, of Burke, and the eulogifls of Paine. 
At this epocha you were 'bold, becaufe you acted 
with the crowd. When Genet's infulence awa
kened the fufpicions· of the people here, then you 
began to veer, to iliuffie and to trim; ane!, from 
that time to the prefent moment, you have been 
playing that do,; ble handed game, which, howe
ver profitable you may contrive to luake it, en~ 
titles you to the charaCter of a Vicar of Bray. If 
my worthy. patron, Bradford, is to be belleved~ 
your old friend, and partner in the language trade~ 
DoCtor Franklin, was fix weeks. in Congrefs, be
fore anyone could divine whether he was a Whig 
or Tory; and [ have frequently been at a lars to 
guefs, fuch a compound is your politics, whether 
I ought to clafs you among the Federalifb or De
mocrats. If thefe words have any nleaning', a~ 
applied to you, you are a Democrat in principle, 
and a Federalift for convenience. 

• 

Not content with a malignant mifreprerenta
tion of my motives and the meaning of my words, 
you lllUfi infult me with your advice. You tell 
Ine that I do not proceed in the right way to pre
ferve my popularity, and caution me a,gainft pub
lifhing what is "di re }lea/ttl to the opinions oj A /Ile
rjcans ;" and thus you difcover a fervility of mind 

, 

. . 
, 
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. that would be .difgraceful even· in a mendicant. 
When you form a jud gment of me, Mafier W ebfier, 
and of what is likely to produce a change in my 
~ondua:, be fa good as not ·to·· confult your own 
heart, for,it will affuredly deceive you. Populari
ty nlay be your God; as indeed, it evidently is: fo 
is it not mine.· Small is the facrific;e that I would . . 

make at i,ts {hrine. A volume of the beft of praife 
is not, with me, worth its weight in bread and 
cheefe; and as to the fiupid plaudits of a partial 
and prejudiced throng" I :lhould think that they 
covered nle with infamy infiead of honour. 

According to your notions of the liberty of the 
. prefs, a luan muft not publifh a word againfi: la 

Fayette, though. it be extraCl:ed from fame other 
\vriter ; becauf~, forfooth, "it is extremely di re. 
" 'Pe ul to the opinions of Americans!" In 
other words, nothing mull: appear in a news-papet 
that does not perfeB:ly chime in with the prevalent 
prejudice, however prepofterous that prejudice 

, lnay be, or however dangerous its tendency; and 
thus the prefs, in place of a cen[or, is to be a pa
l-afite, to the public; inftead of being a terror to 
evil doers, it is to be the pander of folly and of 

• VIce. • , 

That this has, for a long time, been the cha .. 
tatter of the! American Prefs, as far as relates to 
ne\vs-papers, is but too true .. Everyone feerns 
to have been upon the watch to find out the hu ... 
mour of the public, and to acommodate his 
fentiments and even his news accordingly: hence 
it ,is that we have feen hundreds of eulogiums 
'upon Robefpierre and Marat, and have been 
Jerioufly told that the Franch gained. a viCtory 

" . 
.I -

-
, 



over-Lord Howe on the 1ft of June, 1794'. 
The' motto'ofi 'our Philadelphia Gazette, "THE 

PUBLIC 'WILLOU RG VIDE," . would fuit the 
whole' of you, - 'with·avery'fewexceptions. 
'The people are not told what is their' intereft, but 
what is their willi, or rathet the, willi- of the 
multitude, to hear. If any one dares:'to fpeak 
what he thinks; to puhlHh what he 'conceives to 
be ufeful, if it happens to be contrary to the 
~ulgar,prejudice, he is told that he is di rc rpeBjul 
to the opinions of Americans. ' 

According to the cant of, the day, th~ people 
of a fiate not governed by a monarch, is called 
the _fovereign. For my part, I never hear talk of 
a overeign people, of a fociety every individual 
of which is liable to the grafp of a_ catch pole; I 
never do or can 'hear talk 'of f uch a ' o~vereign 
without laughing. But, as fuch you look upon 
the people. Well then, to have an idea of your 
own fervility, tell me what you would fay of a 
news-printer in England, who lhould cenfure a
nother for publifhing fentiInents extrenlely di re .. 
rpcElful to the opinions 0' the king ? vVould you not 

call him a {lave, a poor rampant fpaniel-like fyco
phant? And, where is the difference, I would 
be glad to know, between crawling to a fovereign 
with one head and a fovereign with Inany ? No., 
W ebfier, your infinuations that I treat the people 
of America, or rather their opinions, with difre-
peCl, will never deter lHe from following the bent 
of my own inclination. In Illy publications, I 
hope, I 1hall always be guided by truth: how 
few I may pleafe, or how many I may difpleafe, 
is to me a matter of very little moment. I enter
tain, I trull, a due refpeCl: for the real people of 

, 

,. 
, 

• 

• 

, 
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.this country, and. a grateful fenre, of the-liberal 
encouragelnent I' have received from them; but 
:TIeither this, refpeCl: nor this:gratitude wiHever 
lead lne fo 'far as to flatter, what r look upon as 
a foible or a prejudice. ~ have no pretenfions to 
patrioti ni, _ and as,' to 'dflinterefledne s, it- is nonfenfe 
to talk of it / ,but, though gain be one principle 
,objeCl: 'of my_Jabours, I fcorn to purfue it by the 
bale means of trimming, and tru,ckling. No, 
W ebHer, the public will is not my gUide: when 
my readers beCOlne (0 unreafonable as to require a 
fuppreffion of every fentiment that does not ac
cord with their own, I will quit the-trade of a 
ne'ws-monger, hire a garret, write Carmagnole bal. 
lads 'for the diverGon of the fovereign people, and 
elegies' on the departed liberty of the prefs. ' 

, 

, , , 
, -

,You conclude by declaring your refolution to 
annoy me " by all thofe decent and legal means 
" that difl:ingui!h the gentleman and the citizen." 
rrhis I highly approve of, and on my part, I fo
lemnly promife to oppofe your annoyance by aU 
thofe decent and legal means that difiinguHh the 
Porcupine; that is by pricKing you every where 
and in every way that I can COlne at you. ' Aftef
this candid declaration, you -will undoubtedly 
look upon me as 

-

Your U10ft humble 
• • 

, and' obedient fervallt .. -' 

- P. POl 
, 
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W ILL AND T EST A MEN T. 
.. . 

. 
• • • 

.. : 

.. • • . --""'"-- .; 
_.' . .. 

• • • • 

• 
• 

• 
• 

lNCE I took up the calling that I no'lV ollow, 
. . -. . . . 

I have received about forty threatening letters j ome 
talk 0 'i}licu, otheTs of kicks, but ar the greater 

paT t menace me with out-right· murder. Several 

friends (whom by the bye 1 lucerely thank) have 

called to caution me ag~infl the lurking cut-throats ; 
and it eems to be the per ua zan of everyone, that 

my brains are to be knockfd out the rfl time I ven

ture rom home in the dark. 

,!'" .. . 
• . . ~. " 

. . 

pnder thefe terri c circttm/lanc(s, it is impo tble . 
that Death ould not flare me in the ace: I have 

there ore got myfelf into aJ good a /late of preparati-
• • 

. . 

on as my tn ttl pro e zan will, I am'afraid, admit 0 ; 

and as to my. '!-VQTidly a airs, I have. ettled them in 

t be following WILL, 'lvhich [pubJi :J,inorder that 
my dear friends, the Legatees, may, i they think 

tbenz elves injltred or neglel1ed, have anop}orlunity 
if cOlllIJ/aining be ore it be tao l{lte~ 

• • 
• 

• 

.. 

, 

• 

• 

• 

, 
, . 

• 

, 

• 



• 

• 

• 

, 

,. . , 

• 
• 

. . ' 
• • 

• 
• • • , • 

-

• 
• .' , 

• , 
• • 

• 
, 

• 

IN the. ,.n·ame of Fun, IHnen. I PE~ER PORCU.,. 
• , . .... • -J : . . '. .; '" - . '. . - .. -

.• PINE" :.Pamphleteer and N ews.Monger,. being 
, ' 

, (as yet . found both in . body and in-mind, do, 

this fifteenth day of April, in the Year ~of our 
, . 

,,~~~D, on~ thoufand feven hundred and ninety .. 

• 

. ~ feveIl.~ .. make, declare, and p~blHh this my LAST 

· 'WILL'AND TESTAMENT~ in mann'er, form, and 
· . -
" fubfl:ance following; to wit: 

. , 

, , 

- , · " ", 

• ... • -
· '.. ~ • .. • • • • • 

• , . 

, 

• 

, 
• .. - _. -

, 

, 

.. -' 
• 

. , " .. , .... 
~.- .. -. 

-', # 

· 
· '. ~ : -
• - I, 

:;rN.PRIMIS, LEAVE my body to Do8:or Michael Licb, 
.' ~; '. . - • r" ,.. • , or ' ... -

... '_. '. ' ... '. . a member of the Legifiature of. Pennfylvanic:, to 
· ,~'~~' .. : _ '. pe by him piffected (if he kno\vs how t(y<l'o it) in 

• 

• • 

, 

, . 
- . " 

· . '. '": -, 
, 

, , 

• 

· preJence of the Rump of the Democratic Society. 
• • • 

In it they' will finq. a heart th3t held them in ab· 
, . 

horrence, tQat never palpitated at their threats, 
, .. .. " . 

and that, to it.s !aft beat; bade' them defiance. 
. - . . . 

.But my chief motive for mak'ingthis bequeft is, 
, 

that my fpirit may look down with contempt on 

theircaimibal-like triumph over a breathlefs corpfe. 
• .. . 

• , • , . , . , 
• 

Item, As I make no doubt that the abo~e faid DoCtor 
• , 

Lieb(and [orne other Doaors that r co.uld mellti
. on) would like very well to fl{in me, I requeft 

· that they, or one of them, may do it, and that 



, 

• 

, 

, , 
• .... .. . the raid Lieb's fcitliet tnay tah' my ndn; after 

which I'defire my Executorstohave feven copies 

of my Works complete, bound in It, one copy I 

to be prefented to the five Sultans of Fr3.nce, one 
• 

, ,.. 

• 

, 

, 

-
, 

• 

, 

, , 

c 
, 

, 

, 

, 

• , 

• 

, 

, 

, 

to·eachof their Divans, one to the Governor 
. , 4 .' . 

. of PennfylvaOla, :to citizens Maddif6n, Giles, ,and 

, 
Gallatine one each, and, tlle remaining one to the 

'. . 
, . 

Democratic Society of Philadelphia, to be care .. 

-

fully preferved among their archleves • 
• 

, , • 
• • 

Item, To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councils of the 
. , 

, ., City of Philadelphia, I bequeath all the fturdy 

, 

, . 

young huckfters, 'who irifeft the market, and who 
• 

to' maintain their baftards, tax the honeft inhabi-
tants many thoufand pounds annually. I requc::ft 

, , . 
them to take them' into their worlhipful keeping;. ...' .' 

to chaften their bodies for the good of their fouls ;' '. 

and moreover, to keep a 1harp look-out after 
their gallants: and remind the latter of the old 
proverb: Touch pol, touch penny_. . 

, -[tern, - , To T' , J . fon, Philofopher, I leave -:i,:, 

. 

" Item, 

,,' 
~ -." '. 

, curious Norway Spider, with a hundred legs and . 
. . '. ' 

nine pair of eyes; likewife the firft bla¢.k ::~~t-' 
. ". " 

throat general he can catch hold of'~ to' he~ile.ad 
alive, in order to determine with more certainty . 
the real caufe of' the dark colour of his lkin: . , 

and fhould the [aid T--' J-, -fon furviv~ Ban ... · 

neker th-e Almanack-Maker: I t'equeft he ~ill get 
the braim of faid Philomath carefu1l1y diffeeted, 

, 

to fatisfy the world in what' refpeCl.s they differ 
from thofe of a white mall. , 

. ,. 

To the Philofophical Society of Philadelph.ia, 

I will and bequeath a correa: copy of Thornton's \ ' ... 

plan for abolifhing the ufe of the Englifh language; 
and for introducing in irs Head 2l republi' onct 

the reprefentative charaaen of which be,\r-
H 

• 
, 

, 

, 



, 

• 

, 

• 

>.' :,::: ~~qngr~[(!rnbla!1ce.tbPo,t~h~o~s,3nd'hangers; and. 
. , 

: ,;.-, .. " ,for,~he.djfcovery of which.plan; the {aid fociety 
. , ' , 

, , 
• 

.' -.', 
• •• •• 

,did~ in the year 1793, grant. to, the faid lan-
• 

,',~ gu<\ge·. maker, 50odollars .. premj urn; It is my 
'. . , . 

. , , .. ,~arneft de1ire,t.hat· the· 6gpy-qf. this valuable' 
• • • 

.. 

. '" perfq,rrnance, 'w.hich., I hereby. prefent" may be 
. . . 

,,' '. (hO\'vn ,to~:all>the travelling literati, as a proof 
• 

• 

of'th'e3ngeituity of the,aui,nor, and of the wifdom 
- .' . . 

• 

. . 
, . ,. of the fociety.- • 

- , - . • . . . , 

" It.rm, . ,To ,Doctor Benjamin Rulli, Iwill and beqeath 
· ... -. . .-. . .... . 

• '. ~, . , 
• 

· r 
, 

• • 

• 

" ., · I 
, 
• · , 

, . . · 
" . 

• • 

, 

a c'opy; of the Cenfor for January" 1797 ; but, 
, . 

• 

,.' UP~ll . tl}e ~xprefs condition, that he does not 
, '-

.. ' .' in a.ny wife or guiCe, either at the'time of my 

, 

• 

. " death, or Six. months after, pretend to fpeak, 

, write' or publilb an eulogium on !lle, my calling 

or:~haraaa, either literary, mi~it,!-ry, civil, 01' 

. :political. ,.. . 
, 

• 0' • , 

, .. . ~ .. ... :') . ". . 

Item, ;:. To my dear fellow labollrerNoah Webfter,gen~ 
. , ' . - '-' ..... 

" tleman-citizen." Efq. and N'ews.;man., I will and 

.E ' .. ,.' ;. ., beq~)eath a pr'ognofticating barometer of ~urious 
,:,:., -, .. , ~"cR~£ltu,aior and.great utility,bywhich,at a fingle 
,.: ..... ~'.'" '.-' .. "," . 
. ' , .' " ,', ~ gbnce, the faid Noah will be able to difcern the 

..... oJ .. ' • - ~, .,. _. • _ i '. -'. • 

. . , 
, . . exaB: £late that the pl).blic mindwill be in the enfu~ , ., . 

'.-. .' _, .' ingy~~r, and wiir thereby be enabled to trim 
" . -.- ':,.-" .... ,- . 

, .. .,.. by. degrees ::)Od ,not ex:pofe hirrifelf to deteEtion, 
l.~ ",' ~ ... . 

'" " , .' as he now does by ,his fuddell lee:fhore tacks. I 
" .. " -'. , '-'. · . - . . 

likewife. bequeath _ to the faid ." gentleman-citi-
· . , , 

, , . 

.' :.. ,·zen,". fix Spanifh milled dollars, to be expended 
'" " .•. J • 

.... ". .. .: , on a new plate,of ,his p~rtrait. at the head of his 
.; -' ... .; " - . . - . . 

, '. fpelling-book, that which graces it at prefent 
. . '. . . ,. 

being- fo ugly that it fcarts the children from 
,,:,: .: :'.'~~ illeir 'ldfons'; but lhis.1egacy is to be p:;tid him 
• .. ! , 

• 

• 

• 

, only upon condition that he leave out the title of 

. 'Squire, at the bottom of [aid piame, which is ex-

.. _ tremdyodiolu:;'in an American [chool-book, :lllJ 

. .. mult inevitably tend to corrupt the political prin~ -

, 



• 

• 

• 

· 

, 
• 

• • 
• II " 

• • • · , :. . 
• 

{ , 

• • 

fUm, 

• 

Item, 
• • 

• 
• 

• 
• , 

.. 

, _,..' • __ a 

• 

• 
. ' cip1es" 7 Cif';t1{e :republican': ba~ies. that behold 

. it. 'xolft1aomoft earnd1:1y.ddTre, exhort and 
. . 

cQnju~~' HIe '{aid 'Sir-lire n'~ws-inan, to' -;:hange 

'the title of his paper, The Milier<z:a, for that of 
. . 

. :The Political Centaur. 
-- .. - . . ., . _ -." ..... - -", ... - . 

• • 

• . . . 

To F. A. Muhlenb,urgh, E(q. Speaker of a 

late hou[e of Reprefentatives 9f the UIlited 

States, I leave a moit filptrbly £nifhed !btue 

of Janus • 
• ..' . 

To Tom the Tinker, I leave a liberty cap, a 
, 

tricoloured cockade, a whee1-b:lr'ow full of oy-
• • 

fter~, a'lld a hoglbead of grog : I alro leave him 
. . 

three blank checks on the Bauk of Pennfylvania~ 

leaving to him the taO( ofjillill;{ them up; requeft

jng him~ however, to be ratlltr more mtrciful 

than he has lhown himCelf heretofore. • • 

Item, To the Governor of' Pennfylvania, and to the 

late Preficient and Cafhier of the Bank of the faid 
• • • . . 

, 
\ . .,'." 

State, as to joint legatees, I will and bfqueat'h. 

that good old proverb: HondJ), is t/Je btjl policy. 
And this legacy I have chafen for there worttIy 

• • 
• 

• 

• 

· . • • · . 

genth:men, as the only thing about which I am 

fure they will never difagree • 

Item, To T . Coxe, of Philadelphia, citizen, I 
will and bequeath a crown of hemlock, as a rc

compenfe for his attempt to throw an odium on 

the adminilhation of GC'neral \VaIhington ; and 

I moll poGti vely enjuin on my executors, to fee 

that the [aid crown be {baped exactly like that 

which this fpindle-fhanked legatee wore before 
Gen. Howe, when he made his triumphal entry 

into P~iladelphia. 

Item, To Thomas Lord Bradford (otherwife called 

Goofy Tom), Bookfeller, Printer, News-man, 

• 

.. 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• • 

• .. 
• 

-. , 

I 

-

. ' . 

.... :;' . , 

"'" • 



, 

, 

, 

.. 

, .. 

, 

, 
• 

, , 

.. 

. ,and member.,' Q£ :~he'P,Mloroph\t;al",_§ociety of 

. 'Philadc.:lphi",., I will a,nd, peg,u~th ",!-:.~py of the 
'Peerage of Great J3xi.tai .. n~:·if:l: or~er that the 
raid Lord Thomasmay the more exactly afcertain 

, what pr~babiliti there: i~"or his: 'f~cceedini' to 
the feat, which' his noble rehttlo'h no~ fills in the 

.. 
, , 

.. Houfe, 'df 1:.otd~~-; . ,'., -' ~"""" 
. . ~ . . - .- ~ " ~ ,." . 

, . ' , 

"l-~ - ... - .. , 
: '~'- \ '- .' 

. ... -'-, .. , 
, . ~ ., . 

, , ' 
"~ -" .. -. -- . , , 

" 
, 

!I- To all and .lingular,the. authors in ,the United 

States, whether they write profe orverfe, I will 

and beql1eath a copy of my Life andAdventures ; 
, .. 

and I advife the faid authors to ftudy with 
, , 

particular care the 40th and 41ft pages thereof; 
more ef:peciaUy and above all things, r"exhort and - . ... . 

conjure them never topuUifh it together, though 
the bookfeller {bould be; a faint. 

· Item, , To Edmund Randolph, Efq.late Secretary. of 

State, to Mr. J. A. Dallas, Secretary of the 

State of Penllfylvania, and to his Excellency 
homas Mifllin,Governor of the faid unfortunate 

.. 

• 

.. 

• 

, , 

, 

• 

, 

.. ' 

• 

, 
, 

, 

.. 

Item, 
, 

, 

, , , 

State, I will ~nd qequeath, to each of them, a 
, 

copy of the fixteenth paragraph of Fauchet's 
itllercepted letter. ' 

, 

To Citizen John Swanwick, membt?r of Con-
grefs,by the w,il1 and confent of the fovereign 
people, I,leave :Bill/'> of Exchange on London to 
an enormous amount; they are all protlfled, in~ 
eeed, but if properly managed, may be turned to 

, 

good account. I likewife bequeath, to the faid 
, 

. John, ,a fmall treatife by an Italian author, where-

in the reerct of pleafing the ladies is developed, 
, 

:and reduced to a mere mechanical operation,with-
out the leaft dept!nqance on the precarious aid of 

the paffions. Hoping that thefeildbnces of my 
, 

liberality will produce, in the mind of the little 
, 

• 

L 

, 
, , 

1 , 

, 
I 

I 



• 

• 

. ' 

, 
• 

II!:: 

efFeeb quite different from thore pro .. 
duced therein by the king' of Great Britain's pen .. 
fioo'-to his parents. '" ' 

• 
. '-. ,.", -... -. -. . "," , -, . ,"',.,.-' .--~. ~ .. ' ...• ~.4.oJ... • - - . _. '_ • _ 

_ /t~m,,1o the editor~ ~f tl1e Bollan Chronicle, the 
, ' , 

, ' ,! " _,New-¥o.r k 4rg us1' !'loci ,~e Philade~phia Merch .. 

• 

• 

• 

ants' A4'1ertifer, I ww.an~l. q~qll-:eat.~"one ounce 
of modefty and love of truth, to be equally divid .. 

cd between them. I fhould hlve-'been more libe .. 
, 

ral in this bequeft, were I not' well affured, that 

one ounce is, more than they will ever make ufe' of. 
-

Item, To Franklin Bache, editor of the Aurora of 

• 

• 
Philadelphia, I will and bequeath a 'fmall bundle 

of Frenth affignats, which I brought with me 

from theeountry of equality. If thefe fhould 

be too light in value for his preffing exigencies. 

I defire my executorll, or anyone of them, to 
, ' 

beftow on him a' fecond part to what he hail 
, 

lately received in Southwark; and as a further 
, 

proof of my good will and affectioh, I requeff: 

him to acc:ept o~ a gag and a brand new pa,ir of 
, -

fetters, which if he fhould refufe" I will. and 

bequeath him in lieu thereof .my malediction. 

Item, To my beloved countrymen, the people'of Olel 
, . . ,. 

, - , 

England, I will and bequeath a 'copy of Doctor 

Prie!Uey's Charity Sermon for the 'bentjit of poor 

, 'Emigrants; and to the faid p'reaching philofopher 

himfelf, I bequeath a heart full of difappointment1l 

grief and defpair. - ' 
, 

Item, To the good people in France, who remain -

, 

attached to their fovereign, particularly to thofe' 
, 

among whom I was hofpitably received, I be .. 

q ueath each a good thong dagger; ,hoping mofi: 

fincerely that they may yet find courage enough 

t 

, 

, 
• 

• , 

• , 

, 

• 

, 
, 
, 

, 
, 

, ' 
, 

, , 
, 
, 
, 

, 

-

• 



• 

I i:.f,': 

-,', .: ,.. . tc" tin.,. them tt{theh~a:rts Qf~thaif abominable 
~ . . .. -

..' '. . 'tyraTlts. • . " . ' , . 
r • '.--

. ," 

, . . 
. '\'" J,.., \ .... 

<0 ,t:. .-.. " "" 
~ ... -.' '- .. -

Item, To citizen M "De, I will and beque3th my 
• ,'. c' 'chamber lookirig~glafs\. ," it -is ,a pbiri' but ~xCeed • 
. :' . ,~, : :ing'tTlle mirroT (in it' .'he'wiU 'fee-the exact like-

, - , , 
. :, ":' :'nefs'ofa t'r~itdr~:;who"has;harterdr,the honour 

. " . 
- .. ,:li )':'~3'ndintereft:oP';nis'courit'ry:' to a perfidious and 

"." . 
• ' .• J" ,", ravage enemy:' . . " ". '" , . 

, 

.' 
, , • • • , 

• .' . . - . ' . .. . 
• • • I,. 

• . . 

~" Item,: To the republican Britons, who' have fled 
• '0.; •. "" •• .! ._ 

.' " ., 'from the hands of },iftice " in th'eir own country, 

, 

and who'are.a. fcandal, a nuifance:<irid a djfgrace 

.: .:t.o this, I beque~thd1Unger 'ltld llaked,oef:;~ fcorn 
". , 

c ;. .' .:~nd_, r~proach; and I o0herej),y pofitively enjoin 
• 

: .. ": ,; o.n my exc.cutors to, contribute five hundred dol-

" '., " : la,rs towards the ereCtion of g?llowfesand gibbets,. 

· '. for~the accommodation of ,the faid i~ported pa

· ".:_.. ., triats,. when ~he legiflat~rs of thi~ unhappyftate 

l 

, 
• -

• . , 
, 

• 

ihall have the wifdom to countenance iuch ufeful . '-., ... '. "., .. ~ , . 

. . . eftablifuments ... " ". 

• 

• 

• 

· " 

, . 
• • 

• 

• 

, . 

• 

Item, 
" . 

• 

" • 

. ' ". .' , ' ' 

•• • • 

My friend J. T. CaUender, the riIn.aw<!y from 
, . . , 

. Scotland, is of conr[e a partaTceT in the laft men-
· . '. . 

· '. -"~ .. ;tioned legacy; but as' a particular mark of my 

. , ,.' attention, I will .. an.dc bequeath him twe~~y..~eet 
. ~. , 

, . of pine plank, which .~ requ~ll my executors to 

, fee mace· into' a pillory, to be kept for his p~r-
. . . . '. '-. 

• • • • 
. ," tieu-lar afe, till a gibbet can he prepared • 

.~ ... 1,", .. ',. • , 
~ 

" . _It.~t!i,. To Tom Paine, the author of Ctn'Jl1n'in Senft, 
· " 

• 

, 
• 

, . , 

" 

L , .. 

• 

• 

, 

• • 

:',.{" Rights oj Man, Age of Reafon, and a letter to 

. General IV qjhington, I bequeath a ftrong hempen 
, . 

': . .. collar, as the only legacy I can' think of that is 
• • 

• 

• 

worthy of him, as well as beft adapted to render 
. . 

his death in fome meafure as infamous as his life: 

and 1- do hereby direct and order my Executors 
'. to fend it to 'him by the £Irft fa"fe'conveyance, 

, . 

, 



-_. 

• 

115 

with my compliments, and reqllefi: that he would 
make ufe of it without· delay, that the national 

razor may not be dirgraced by the head of fucb 
a mon frer. I.· 

Item, To the gaunt outlandilh orator, vulgarly called. 

The Political Sinner, who in the juft order of 

things, follows next after the laft mentioned le

gatee, I bequeath the honour of partaking in his 
cataftrophe; that in their deaths as well as in 
their lives, all the world may exclaim; "See 
" how rogueS' hang together! 

Item, To all and fingular the good pt!ople of there 

States, I leave peace, union, abundance, hap

pinefs, untarniilie;:d honour, and an unconquerable 

everbfting hatred to the French Rcvolutionifts 
-

and their deftructive 4lbominable principles. 

Itc:m, To each of my Subfcribers I leave a quill, ho

ping that in their hands it may become a fword 

againft every thing that is hoilile to the govern .. 

ment and independence of their countrY''' 

Lt!llly, To my three brothers, Paul, Simon and Dick, 

I leave my whole eaate, as well real as perronal 

(Lir!l: paying the foregoing legacies) to be equal- I 

Iy divided between them !hare aHd !hare alike. 
And I do hereby make and conftitute my raid 

ttlr.:e brothers the Executors of this my LAST 

WILL; to fee the fame performed, according to 

its tru!! intent and meaning, as far as in their 

power lies. 

\Vitnefs Prefent, 

Philo Fun, 
:Jack :luckus. 

• 

• 

, 

PETER PORCU PINE. 
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.. • 
• 

• 

• 

DVERTISEMENT, fingular one from a 
French paper 

_. ---. Extraordinary by the Capt. of the Afia 
___ for fale of fhips, Cut-throat and Plunderer 

• 
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