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j'ziimflm vi.16. Thus faith the Lorp, fland ye in the ways, and fee;
and aft for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk thereiny
and ye fhall find reft for your fouls.
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To Correfpondenss.

T'he controverfial letters on the ger/everance of the faits, received’
under cover of a letter figned Carvix, are under confideration.

A-feries of letters on mﬁdehty, tranflated from the German,
ate received, and we fhall embrace the earlieft opportunity of
convincing our learned friend that we are not infenfible of his
attention.

We are indebted to the authm of the concxhatton of the gene-
alogies of Matthew and Luke—-hls communication fhall be treat-
ed with all due refpe&

The differtation on the queftion, Can the immortality of the foul'
Be proved from: the light of nature?  fhall be inferted in the next
number.

85 The Editors affure their readersy that no negligence
on their part, has retarded the appearance of the prefens
number. As the fund ar:gma”y deflined for the fuppmt of
the Magazine has beenwithdrawn, they were compelled to
refort to Jubferiptions.  This, and this only, kas Jufpended
their publicatival = From the diftant refidence of many of
their [ubfcribers, they muy fiill be fulyﬂﬁed to dﬁaul!zes‘
wzt/zaut acceffions from the city and. its vicinity. To tﬁaﬁ:
in remote fituations, they beg leave to propofe, without in-
Sifting on it, the fmall additior of one cent per number, to
defray the expence of carriage. ~ They refpectfully [olicst
materials from literary, and fubfcriptions from other, Chrif-
tians, who, they flatter tﬁemﬁ!aes‘, would regret to fee a
Work perifly, of which the abjelt is to dﬂémznaxe the know-
ledge and the influence' of the truth as it isin j‘qfus

New-York, beptember zg, 1796.

B RER AT,
In fome of ‘the copies of this number the following errors have
occurred, which the reader is requefted to corred.
Page 155, line 30, for ““his” read Jien.
Page 155, line 32, for ¢ Elymus” read Elymas.
Pagc 156, line 3, for “ w ould” read could.
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An Apology for the Bible, in a feries of letters, addreffed
to Truomas PAINE, author of a book entitled, The Age
of Reafon, Part the Second, being an invefligation of
true and of fabulous theolsey. By R. WaTson, D. D.
F. R. §. Lord Bifbop of Landaff, and Regius Profeffor
of Divinity of the Univerfity of Cambridge. New-
York, printed by John Bull, No. 115 Cherry-flreet,
1796. Price 81 cents in blue, one dollar bound and
lettered.

F\HIS work, feveral large editions of which, it is
faid, have been printed in England, and the firft
American edition of which has appeared in New-York;
muft afford the friends of divine revelation a peculiar
pleafure. The publifher has been rather injudicious in
his preface, and his edition 1s{old at too high a rate; but
the editions which have been made fince, and are intend-
ed to be made in this and other places, will, no doubt,

reduce the price, and give the antidote as free and exten- .

five a circulation as the poifon.

Though the obje@ions of Mr. Pajne have been more
forcibly urged by infidels before him, and his book is
not improperly called in a Liondon review, a new bafb of
old objettions, which have been repeatedly and fatisfac-
torily anfwered, yet the novelty of his manner, and the
popularity which, from certain circumftances, his writ-
ings poflefs, required fome exertion to counteract their
influence. Happily, what was to be wifthed has been per-
formed by Bifhop Watfon, the author of ** An Apology
for Chriftianity,” in letters addrefled to Mr. Gibbon.
By anfwering the fecond and main part of the Age of
Reafon, he has rendered the firft entirely futile.

The Bifhop has chofen to form hisanfwer to Mr. Paing
alfo in the way of letters; a way which admits of greater
fimplicity of language, and fatigues the attention lefs than

the
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the way of formal differtation. He has, as he informs us,
defignedly written in a popular manner, avoided learned
difquifitions, and omitted little objections ; but the reader
may expect to find every plaufible objection fufficiently
anfwered, the many falfe affertions of Mr. Paine de-
tected, his ignorance expofed, and his liberal abufe met
with a becoming fpirit. We cannot but regret that the
Bifhop has been too free in his conceflions, and wifh
that he had enlarged on fome points, and on others had
been more explicit, or lefs liable to mifconftruétion.
Serious readers will be difappointed when they look for
an unequivocal teftimony in favour of thofe doétrines of
grace which are the great means ufed by the Holy Spirit
in deftroying infidelity, in changing the hearts and re-
forming the lives of men. Every intelligent and impar-
tial judge, however, muft allow, that, whatever may be
his opinion on thofe things, the anfwer is fuch as necef-
farily and effeGually to overthrow Deifm, and to eftablith
Chriftianity on a fure and ftable foundation.

M. Paine is treated with great politenefs and modera-
tion; abundantly more than thofe who know him beft
think he can juftly claim. Whenever any degree of
feverity 1s indulged, the occafion evidently juftifies it.
Thus, to the abominable mifreprefentation of Mr.
Paine, ¢¢ that thirty-two thoufand women-children were
¢ configned to debauchery by the order of Mofes,” the
Bifhop replies, ¢ Prove this, and I will allow that
¢¢ Mofes was the horrid montter you make him—prove
¢ this, and I will allow that the Bible is what you call
¢ it—-¢ a book of his wickednefs, and blafphemy’—
¢ prove this, or excufe my warmth if I fay to you, as
¢¢ Paul faid to Elymus the forcerer, who fought to turn
¢« away Sergius Paulus from the faith, ¢ O full of all
¢ {ubtilty and of all mifchief, thou child of the devil,
¢ thou enemy of all righteoufnefs, wilt thou not ceafe
¢ to pervert the right ways of the Lord ’—I did not,

¢ when
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““ when I began thefe letters, think that I fhould have
“ been moved to this feverity of rebuke, by any thing
¢ you would have. written; but when fo grofs a miffe=
¢ prefentation is made of God’s proceedings, coolnefs
“ would be a crime. The women-children were not
¢ referved for the purpofes of debauchery, but of flave-
“ ry;—a cuftom abhorrent from our manners, but
““ every where practifed in former times, and ftill prac-
“ tifed in countries where the benignity of the Chriftian
“ religion has not foftened the ferocity of human na-
¢ ture.”—To what Mr. Paine fays on the prophecy of
Jonah, the Bifhop makes the only reply which it de-
ferves, ¢ I fhall putit,” fays he, ¢ covered with bellebore
*¢ for the fervice of its author, on the fame fhelf with
¢ your hypothefis concerning the confpiracy of Daniel
¢ and Ezekiel, and fhall not {ay another word about it.”

Happy will it be, if infidels give this work an atten-

_tive and candid perufal. The ferious inquirer cannot
fail of conviction; and even Thomas Paine, if he has a
fpark of fenfibility and ingenuoufnefs, will acknowledge
the juftice of the wounds which a generous opponent
was obliged to infli¢t; and while he fmarts, will openly
renounce his madnefs and folly.

Did the ftudied brevity of this review admit of fur-
ther quotations, pages might be quoted, particularly in
the laft letter, in which is a continued ftrain of fine writ-
ing. The Bifhop has pled the beft of caufes, with true
genius, tafte, and eloquence; he has pled it with that
temper which Chriftianity alone can infpire,  and com-
pared with which all natural endowments are vain ; and
had he left no room for fufpicion as to his fentiments
on {ome fubjeéts, by concealment and ambiguity, which
may prove dangerous, he had obtained our hearty and
entire approbation.
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