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B\
I‘JX;\ MINE the character of Religious
Professors ; ask, does consistency prevail ? do
inen believe the word of God 2 and do they
=xhibit a conformity between their creed and
their actions ¢

'T'he Mosaic Law declares every Slave-hol-
der a THIEF ; Paui classes him among the
highest  criminals ; the Presbyterian Confes.
sion of Faith asserts, that he is the most guilty
of all thieves ; the Methodist Discipline avows,
that no man can have a sincere desire to
“ flee from the wrath to come,” unless he re-
fuses to enslave, Luy and sell human flesh ;
‘“ the supreme law ot the land” formally pro-
nounces that his practice is totally ““irrecon.
cilable with the principles of justice and
humanity”’; and the Bills of Rights promulge,
that the immunities of man which are indis-
peusable to the possession of life, the acquist-
tion of property, and the enjoyment oi hap-
pitess, are natural, inherent and inalienable.
Therefore, ¢very man who holds Slaves and
who pretends to be a Christian or a Republi-
can, is either an incurable Idiot who cannot
distinguish good from e¢vil, or an ol,durate
sinner who resolutelv defies every social, moral,
and divine requisition  Evangelical charity
mwduces the hope that he 1s an ignoramus.
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4 “Point to me ihe man,
Who will not lift his voice against the trade
In human souls and blood, and I pronounce,
That he nor loves his country, nor kis God.
Is he a Christian then ? who holds in bonds
His brethren ; cramps the vigour of their minds §
Usurps entire dominion o’er their wills,
Bars from their souis the light of moral day,
The image of the great Eternal Spirit
Obliterating thence ! Before your God,
Whose holy eye pervades the secret depths
Of every heart, do you who hold inthrall’d
Your fellow-being’s liberty, believe
That you are guiltless of a paMNING cRIME ?
Be undeccived—and cleanse from guilt and blood
Your crimson’d conscience, ana polluted hands.” *

But ‘“it is better to be moderate in our op-
position to Slavery ; and not to make too strong
an attack upon the Devil.” Moderation a-
gainst sin is an absurdity. Can any man con-
join stealing and honesty, or dare he admonish
a headstrong transgressor partially to desist
from his ungodly practices ? Such sermoniz.
ing would be approved by every reprobatc.

“«They call themselves moderate men ; but upon
ihis subject, I neither feel, nor desire to feel, any
thing like the sentiment of moderation. To talk of
moderation upon this matter, reminds me of a passage
in ‘Middleton’s Cicero. “2% enter a man’s house, and
Lill him, his wife and family, in the night, is certainly
« most heinous crime, and deserving qof death. But to
break ofien his house, to murder him, his wife, and
all his children, in the might, may still be right, piro-
vided it is done wiih moderation.”” ‘I'bis is absurd—
and yet it is not so absurd, as to say slavery may be
carricd on with moderation. For if you canuet break

*Danici Bryan.
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into a single house, if you cannot rob and murder a ]
sinizle man, with moderation ; with what moderation
can you break up a whole country, can you pillage
and destroy a whole nation ? Iundeed, in an affair ‘of
this nature, T do not profess moderation ! It is a
question of simple justice. Notwithstanding  which,
they plead that moderation in arranging robhely and
murder may be very proper and useful.”

Our timidity is powerfully addressed, by
the enumeration of the varied enmity which -
accompanies the declaration of truth unmutil.
ated and unadulicrated. No stronger evidence
can be obtained, that a man’s conscience 1s
guilrv and that his heart 1s corrupt, than when
the faithful exposition of the BOOK excites
his wrath. 1.

. The dcnunciations of the sacred volume

must not be mitigated @ the predominance of
vicious tempers and the consequent exhibition
of unholy conduct are totally incompatible
with the instructions and the example of Jcsus
of Nazareth and his Apostles ; a direct and
incessant violation of the cighth commandment
cannot be compounded with the rectitude

L

* Charles James Fox.

Reformation must be put at some distance to
plmse Its greatest favourers love it vetter in the ab.-
stract than In the substance., When any old prejudice
of their own, or any Interest that they value is touched,
they becomne scrupulous, captious, and every man has
his scparate cxcepiion. Thus between the resistance
of power, and the unsystematical process of popularity,
the reforiner is hissed off the stage, both by friends
and foes.” Edmund Burke,

2 R
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which Christianity enjoins : the worst of all
T'hicves is not the most devout Believer : that
imiernal chemistry which extracts the essen-
tial qualitics of genuine religion, and then com-
bines the caput mortuum with constant crime,
that it may be palatable to an ignorant or
careless conscience, must be opposed : ‘and the
complicated enormity of kidnapping, ard the
hypocrisy which he displays, who whilc he is
] y whict lisplays,
a perpetual Thief, wishes to be honourcd as
a Christian ; who while he preaches and rules
the Church, steals his neighbour, and dooms
his ‘Bro'her 1o a wretched and endless servi-
tude :—must in plain Scriptural language be
reprobrated.
“Ye Gospel.-Promulgatrrs ! why so dumb
Upnn this solemn theme, to whieh each ray
Of Revelation points ? And has the world
Such fuscination, such corrupting power,
And vile intimidation’s force, as thus
‘T'o paralyze the energies divine
Of Satan’s ccmbatants, that they will yield
‘¥o his blood-fedsting hosts without one blow " *
These pages are published with no un-
christian sensibilities. 2. But Gospel charity
* Daniel Bryan.

2. The Apostolic admonitions were recollected.

Wherefore, putting away lying, spheak cvery man
‘ruth with his neighbour ; {for we are members one ¢f
another. Be ye angry and sin not ; let not the sun
oo down upon your wrath : ncither give filace to the
Devi#l. Let him that stole, steal no more : but rather
»t hm labour, working with his hands that which is
Tsod, that ke may have to give to him that needeih.
Yonhesians 4, 25—29,



INTRODUCTIUN. 7

requires not, that we should believe a lieto be
trutfi. or infustice to be prooity, or that he who
stealeth his brother. makes merchandize of him,
sells him or if he be found in fus hand, ~hom
the Word of God proclaime to be 1 Thief,
is an honest man and a Christiun.  Slavery is
condemned ; the uprightness of those pretences
which Oppressors ofter, why they should be
considered Christians, is the subject of investi-
gation ; and the melioration of the Church and
of our Country was both the motive which
produced, and the object which was desired
by this publication  T'he contest is for the
sacred cause of Truth: and however severc
it may be when ndividuabzed in its applica.
tion, the sentiments are in full unison with the
Holy Scriptures, and with every honest Man’s
unsophisticated convictions ; therefore, to tem-
porize would he criminal. ‘“A rough truth is
better than a smooth falsehood.” That delin.
quent is peculiarly guilty in the judgment of the
Beok, who calls evid good, bitter sweet, dark-
ness light, or who ndeavours so to commingle
them, that no difference is discernible between
the requisitions of Re'igion and the solicita-
tions of vice ; and thus, while men pretend or
really desire to fulfil the divine injunctions,
they are numbered among the Transgressors.

No desire is felt to propitiate  Profes-
-sing Christians, while they steal ¢ souls and
hands.” Their guilt against God and Man
who hold Slaves in Columbia, is exactly equal
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with hits ceinminality, who sails to Congo, and
LKidpaps o cargo of Negros: and itis alto-
qe:hcr a burlesque upon every thing sacred
for o Aan-rebber 10 pretend 10 Um:tmnm :
and far moure dishonourable and injurious to
the Church. to permit him to preach, and rule
in the spiritual affiirs of immortals.

Manv persons to whoin the severest cen-
surcs apply as Stave-holders, possess other
cstimable qualities; but can that man be ¢
( /iristian who enslaves his coloured neighbour,
who uvnmercifully whips her, although far ad-
vanced In pregnancy, who gives her no com-
fot of any species for her services, and then
sells her with her cffipring for an mcreased
price. on account of the children whom he
had kidnapped? Such men would immure
their Fellow-citizens in bondage, and ingulf
them in similar misery. He who admits not,
that this is the real nature and operation of in-
nate depravity, has never known the plague
of his own heart, and is not a penitent re-
deemed sinner.

The most obdurate adherents of Slavery are
Preachers of the Gospel and Oficers and Mem.
bers of the church. A Socu of Belial is eas.y
convinced ; he offers no palliative ; he de.
nounces, although he perpetuates the evil; but
conceiving himself absolved from all ordl obli.
gation, he is desirous to participate in the gain
as long as it cafi be grasped : but Christians
defend Negro-stealing ; they marshal the ex-
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amples of men who lived not under the moral
code dispensed by Moses; they misinterpret
varied regulations of his law, and therebhy trans.
form truth into errer, and the dictates of justice
into the vilest improbity ; they claim the silence
of our Liord and his Apostles and Evangelists,
as a proof that Slave.holders then were in.
nocent , and they afhirm that no New Testa.-
ment command or denunciation 1s directed a-
gainst involuntary servitude. 3. These wrest
the seriptures unto their own destruction ; being
led away with the error of the wicked * To
tolerate Slavery or to join in its practice 1s an
insuftferable crime which tarnish=s every other
good quality. For whosoever shall keep the
law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty
of all :+ and 1t is duplicate malignity ; the
word of God is transmuted into indulgence
for sin ; infidels and worldlings are encouraged
to believe that Christianity is a mere decegtion,
when its Expositors and Disciples contend for
‘““injustice and inhumanity” by the Book;
what blasphemy ! and slavery, with its abettors,
1s ‘“a mill-stone hanged about the neck” of
the church, from: which she must be loosened,
or she will * be drowned in the depth of the
sea.”’

3. This is the substance of a Sermon which was
lately dclivered in defence of Slavery. What refined
notions of honesty ! What joy to Man-stealers ! What
a triumph for the Devil ! Alas !

* 2 Perer 3. 16, 17. 1 James 2. 1O
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The flagitious acts concerning Slaves which
Christians daily and publicly perpetrate without
remorse, are a st subject of animadversion.
Repentance, reformation, and restitution are
much more suitable for a Slave-driver, than
the palliation of his guilt, or excuses for his
enormous crime ; and it is the heighth of de.
lusion, to suppouse him, an ¢ acceptable” Be.
liever, who detains his fellow-man in the most
dreadful vassalage. But if the most guilty and
daring transgressor be sought, he is a Gospel.
Minister, who solemnly avows his belief of the
Presbyterian  Confession of Faith, or of the
Methodist Discipline, and notwithstanding him-
self 1s a Negro- Pedlar, who steals, buys, sells,
and keeps his brethren in Slavery, or supports
by his taciturnity, or his smooth prophesying,
or his direct defence, the Christian Professor
who unites in the kidnapping trade 'Truth
forces the declaration, thatevery Church Of.
ficer or member who is a Slave-holder, re.
cords himself by his own creed, a Hypocrlte 4.

F.xtracts from various writers are 1ucorpo-
rated with this disquisition : they ilusirate and
fortify both the doctrines which are advanced,
and the arguments by which they are corrob.
orated. The most ‘enlightened Theologians,

4 No discussion of the African Slave-Trade is in-
troduced : that was totally abolished in 1808 : and can
never be rc-established. llence, it was unnecessary,
cither to display its enormities, or to oppose its un-
parallelied abominations.

}
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Moralists, Civilians, Politicians, and Peotriots
of al! denominations, climates, countries. and
lauguages have uniformly coincided wih he
BOOK ; have expressed similar sentiments
upon the impolicy, the injustice, the cruelty,
and the anti. christianity of kidnapping in Africa
and American Slavery ; and have thus con.-
signed the original contrivers of this infernal
machination, and the successive generations
of those who have participated in its crimes
and unhallowcd pelf, to merited ignorainy, and
exccration universal and everlasting,

No argument is requisite to justily a work,
which honestly defends the rights of man, a.
gainst the arbitrary exactions of inhuman Caini.
tes, and unjust Rehoboamites ; which op
“a licensed system of wholesale robbery and
murder,”” and maintains the eternally para-
mount claims of equity and mercy; which,
by developing the absurdity of all pretensions
to Pure and undefiled Religion in him whose
whole life 1s a ceascless rotation of stealin
and cruelty, points the path of duty to the
upright inquirer, and exonerates the church
from the charge of sanctioning “ the highest
degree of theft ;” and which e¢xpostulates with
those whose diurnal practice is a continual
violation of the .spirit and letter of the moral
law, a flagrant departure trom the steps of the
Redeemer and his primitive Servants, and an

open disgrace to Republicanism and Chris.
tianity.
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What shall an Expositor of the Truth do ?
dare iie connive at evils which obstruct the pros.-
perity of the church? Though convinced of
the ubsolute impossibility 1o reconcile the
bondage and traflic of men with evangelical
philanthrophy ; shall Ae hold /his peace, and
retuse to illuminate the ignorance, to remove
the prejudices, to combat the injustice, and to
expunge the inconsistency of his professing
Christian Brethren ?

He has calmly weighed the consequences;
he has deliberated upon the results; he has
foreseen the effect of the plain and earnest de-
claration of divine ‘I'ruth; he is convinced,
that most persons will become his enemies;
he feels the workings of that fear of man
which bringeth a snare ; and he cannot de-
velope the varied agitation with which his heart
is conflicted under a review of all the extensive
censure which the TRUTH involves ; incul-
pating persons of all stations, characters, and
of almost every denomination of Christians,
and which declares them participangs in
“ a system of incurable injustice, the complica-
tion of every species of iniquity, the greatest
practical evil that ever has afflicted the human
race ,and the severest and most extensive cal-
amity recorded in the history of the world” ! ¥

But how shall an earncst contender for the
Faith which was once delivered to the Sainfs:

* William Pite,
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act? dare he cry PEACE, when God de-
clares there is no peace ? dare he deliver smoot/:
things, when God urges penitence and rc-
form ? can he scrutinize this mass of corrup-
tion, and not warn his fellow-Christians to touck
not, taste not, handle net ? dare he from dread
of offending, disobey the books of which he
professed his belief, and to which he promised
a conscientious practical conformity ? And
will he burden his shoulders with the curse
of handling the word of God deceitfully ? will
he load his conscience with the conviction,
that while men are decetving themselves, he
uses no mecans to remove their destructive
delusions ? will he conceal the truth, which
unfolds the endless evasions and artifices of
sin and Satan to ensnare the soul in perdition
everlasting ? and dare he deny the evident, .
undeniably correct interpretation of the word
of God, to teach the perverse disputings of
men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth,
that gain s godhness.t

Certain repetitions of sentiment and phra.
seology were designed. It is absolutely in.
dispensable to give the Church, precept upon
precept, line upon line, here a little and there
a little, that they may go, and fall backward,
and be broken, and snared and taken.t A criti-
cism upon this volume, will not be heard, cithee
from a Thief, or from him who consents with *
him.§ The permission would transform a

1t 1 Timothy 6. 5. t Isaiah 28. 16~13. § Psalm 50, 18.
B
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Flesh-Merchant into Legislator, Judge, Jury.
man, Tesumony and Delinquent: and his
opinion, especially if he be a pretended Be-
liever, will not be even listened to ; because
a Kidnapper or his Defender, is ncither a
Christian, nor a Presbyterian, nor a Baptist,
nor a Methodist, nor a Republican ; but a Des-
pot, whose ¢ traffic in slaves is totally irre-
concilable with the principles of justice and
humanity.”’||

O that this essay may remove the obloquy
under which Religion groans, and teach us
the just estimate which we should form of a
Slave-holder’s character! O, that Preachers,
Officers, and Members of the Church,
may take the alarm, and contemplate the re-
sult of their sijence and example! O, that
Nominal Disciples of Jesus may strive to main-
tain consistency, that it may no longer be an
infidel reproach, “ he is a Christian Slave-
holder,”’ alias Man stealer ! and O, that others
may confederate for the contest, and cease not
to combat, until LEcrox 1s exterminated from
the Temple of God'!

—“But bark ! whence rolls that thundering peal,
YVhich shakes astonish’d Mammon’s glittering mounds,
And rouses all the fierce and clamorous ire
Of his tyrannic votaries # Lo ! begirt
With the impervious mail of mariyr'd zeal,

And golden truth, a little phalanx stands,
Lpon the Heaven-defgnded batteries
Of Gospei-law, and aims the artillery

N Tenth Article of the Treaty with Lritatn,
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&¢ hely cloquence, against the dark,

The massy battlements of tyranny.

Theuee tisy, that those convulsing thunders breaks
Whiich fire the sons of Avarice with rage.

Pcrsist, ye reverend Veterans ! for the cause

In which your hallow’d banner is unfuri’d,
Ewmbraces all that makes existence dear.

Uundaunted band of Christian Patriots, hail !

Muay Victory’s bays your honoutr’d temples crown,
Aund your reward be thos¢ delights supreme
Which store the magazines of heavenly blisgw—
Whose melodies divine, no human ear

Has kuown; whose charms unmatch’d, no earthly eye
Has seen; and whose exhausiless excellence,

The mind and heart of man have ne’er conceived.””

et

* Daniel Bryan.
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STATEMENT OF THE SUBJECT.

—t . P :

YI'\'

HE corruption of the human heart, and
the deceitfulness which accompanies it are
inconceivable. Among the various modes by
which they are displayed, the detention of men
in bondage indefinite, should receive unmitiga-
ied execration : and the principles upon which
slave-holding is defended, with the characters
of those who engage in its support, are most
melancholy demonstrations of duplicity, ang of
the promptitude, with which we can be delucd-
ed ‘o change the truth of God inte a lie. 1s it
1ot a fact too alarming te be recorded without
the utmost dread, and will it not in futurity be
deemed almost incredible, that a system which
includes horrors ten.fold more than Egyptian
servitude 1s incorporated with most of the reli-
grous ! and civil institutions, which are estab-
lished in the only land of freedom that exists
on the habitabie globe ? Will subsequent ages
credit so monstrous a statement ; that Preach-
ers of the Gospel, 1800 years after Angels had
sung, on earth, peace. good-will to men,T were
characterized as proverbially devoted particip-
ants in all the enormities and niquity of man-
stealing ? and nearly 40 vears after the pro-

mulgation of the Columbian Declaraticn of

S Em—




R ta

i

STATEMENT OF TRE SURBJECT, 17

Independence reprobated its self-evident truths,
as unsound propositions, because in practice
their covetousness, and their barbarous beem /7
bery of the rights of man would have xmb %4
restrained.

That any persons should have imbibed ef-
froutery sufficient to commence and persist in
an infernal trade with the bodies and souls
of men, where the illummation of the Gospel
determines our duties, responsibility, and des-
tiny, is proof more than ample, of the innate
tendency of the human race to every moral obli-
quity.  Admitting that under the reign of
Monkish superstition, an absurdity so pre-
posterous might have been tolerated for the
sake of exacting the fees of penance and ab-
solution ; what apology shall be patiently heard
at the present era, for upholding a traffic which
necessarily includes every species of iniquity,
and which is the offspring of an unhallowed
avarice that conducts to hell ? |

The cunning and pertinacity with which
men, who have not the plea of ignorance to
excuse their aberrations maintain ard justify
their ungodly practices is a most lamentable-
and irrefragable testimony of the vitiated pro-
peusitics of the soul. But although, through
the lustre of the Holy Scriptures, it is scarcely
possible to discover an individual who wilt
calmly palliate the evil nature of those more
flagrant transgressions of the moral law, those
plebeian violations of decency which are e«
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qually debasing and disgusting ; yet, they
who denounce these crimes and the perpe.
trators of them in terms of unqualified re-
probation, with equal zeal will excuse more
tashionable sins, especially if they are menaced
with the consequences of their guilt.

‘The conduct of Religious Professors and
rulers loudly demands the severest castigation,
and renders the defence of those who adhere
to the truth, doubly necessary. It requires
more than Christian charity to allow many per-
sons the characteristic of sincerity ; for the
contradiction is so vast, that if the highest int-
crests of the human family were not connected,
their discrepancy would excite ridizulc: but
as man’s eternal doom is indissolubly combi.
ned with the rectitude of his present practice,
the heart is filled with the keenest compassion
for that obduracy which rejects truth, for
that blindness which transmutes its individu-
alizing qualities, and for that hypocrisy, which
to evade scriptural censures, distorts the book
into a sanction of the vices that it unequiv-
ocally condemns.

Human inconsistency and folly cannot be
developed in a stronger light, than by a dis-
passionate review of the multifarious artifices
which are adopted to veil the horrors of Slavery,
and the evasions by which the charge that
they are the most enormous sinners against
God and man, is repelled. Had this com-
pound of all corruption no connection with
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the church of Christ; however deleterious
are the effects of it in political socicty, how-
cver necessary 1s its immediate and total ab-
olition, and however pregnant with danger to
the Union, is the prolongation of the system ;
to Legislators and Civilians, the redress of the
evil would have been committed. But Slevery
is the golden Calf, which has been elevated a-
mong the Iribes, and before it, the Priests
and the Klders and the nominal sons of lsrael,
eat. drink, rise up to play, worship and sacri-
fice* —there are Balaams among us, who pro-
phesy in the name of the Lord, but covet the
presents of Balakt—we have an Ackan in the
camp, whose unsanctified love of money trou-
bles usj—this is Delilah, whose fascinations
unnerve Samson’s arm, despoil him of his
locks, and leave him a prey to the Philistinesy—
this i1s Bathsheba, whose charms have bewit-
ched Christians, until they are involved in im-
purity and murderj—this is the idol which the
children of Israel have set up in their hearts :
the stumbling-block of iniquity which the house
of Judah have placed before therr facesT—this
covetousness recoms the thirty picces of silver
for which Judas bewrayed his Lord**— and
this is that love of the present world, for which
Demas forsook the Apostles’ doctrine and fel-
lowship. {1

* Kxodus 52 t+ Numbers 22. § Joshua 7.
R Judges 16. || 2 Samuel V1. € HKzekiki 14. 3.
** Maithew 26 14=16. [T 2 Timcthy 4. 10,
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The Booxk, 1he unniassed convictions of e-
very man’s conscience, and the natural sensi-
bilites of the heart, establish this doctrine :
but Ollicers and Members of the church have
endeavoured to inthimidate and silence the pro.-
mulgers of the truth :  while the shameless at-
tempts which have latterly been made, to sus.
tatn a svstem of merciless horrors upon evan-
gelical principles, and by men whose authority
will be adduced, and whose example will be
imitated by the thoughtless and the covetous,
imperiously require the exertions of those wha
would preserve the churacter of sincere Christ.-
lans. 5. |

“I shall briefly give my opinion of slavery. I know
it to be inhuman; I am certain it is unjust: and no
Aonest man can support a trade founded upon prin-
ciples of injustice and cruelty Upcn this subject, I
neither feel, nor desire to feel, any hing like .i:ode-
ration. We are accused of entuusiasin. Are we tien
Fanatics ¢ are we Enihusiasts ! because we cry, Do
nut roby, do not murder ! 1 have ever cousidered this
bu-iness as & most unjust and horrible persecution
of our fellow-creatures : and in whatsoever situaiion

I «ay ever be ; as long as 1 have a voice to speak,
this guesivion shall never be at an end. *

“Tlus Fox, ail-eloquent for freedomn stood,
With speech rusistless as the voice of biood
The voice that cries through all the Patriot’s veing;
When at s feet his country groans in chains;
The voice that whispers in the Mother’s breast,
Whe) smiles Ligr 1ntunt in his rosy rest:

5 The ciccumstances which produced this volume
are subsequently aarrated.
* Charles James Iox.
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Of power to bid the storm of passion roll ;

Cv touch with sweetest tenderness the soul.
He spake in vain—till with his latest breath,
H> broke the spell of Africa mn death :

His dying accenrs trembled into air

“Spare injured Africa ! the NEGRo sPARE ' ¢

'I’hat so monstrous an anomaly as man-steal-
ing should ever have existed, almost surpasses
credibility : but that Messias’ disciples should
be guilty of this highest transgression against
human nature, and defend its abominations,
never could have heen believed, had not all
onr senses verified the awful fact. 6.

1 ﬂfontgamery’s ’ Weqt—Indics.

6. The question was introduced for discussion into
the last General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church.
A petition upon the propriety of acknowledging Slaves
holders as Christian Believers, and a reference res-
pecting the religion of Sogl‘-Merclmms: were present-
ed : their proceedings exhibited great indecision, and
intimated not hesitation only, but a fear to fulfil their
obligations. § . .

During the debate, the uniform conduct of Siave-
holders who profess Chuistianity, was denied as “mis-
refirssentation :’’ notorious facts were contradl.cted up-
oun the plea of “‘cxaggeration :” and an aversion from
detaining men in involuntary, unc.ondmonal, and in-
terminable servitude aud degradation, of the blackest
nature, and in the basest degree, was t"eprobated in
the most public manner, as “he offspring of a ture
dutent and factious spirit.”’

Rt

t The minute of the Assembly ; a Protest against
the decision of that body ; and a method to cxtirpate
Stavery from the Churchy are inserted in the Apfiendix,



i STATEMERNT

Being decided against any compromise be
tweedl justice and injustice, Gospel-sincerity
and human dissimulation, and opposing this
Goliah of niquity ; the sling and the stone are
takin—

Yes ! [t is the misrcpresentation with which they
charged Elijah, when on Mount Carmel, he denoun-
ced the Priests of Baal as the soui-destroyers of the
Israelites : it is the exaggeration with which the
Jews calumniated Jeremiah, when he deliverced the
tremendous information—that for enslaving their bre-
thren, the LORD firoclaimed liberty to the sword,
the pestilencey and the famine. * It is the turbulence
which characterized Peter, when he avowed before
the Sanhedrim, that Ae would obey GOD rather than
man : § it is the factious spirit which was imputed
to Stephen, when he declared the truth of the Jewish
Council ; Ye stiff-necked, and uncircumcised in heart
and ears, who do always resist the HoLy-GHousT, ae
your Farhers did, so do ye : § it is the world-upside-
down-turning disposition, which emboldened Paul, to
preach Repientance and the Resurrection of the dead,
to the Areopagites : || it is the turbulence for which
they reviled Martin Luther, when he dared to defend
the truth, thougn Rome and her imps had determined
tn destroy him : it is the factious spirit, by the in-
flucuce of which, John Knox silenced Mary of Scot-
land, when he assured her, that there was a vast dis-
tinction hetween an ignorant and an informed consci-
ence, and that her judgment being unenlightened,
conducted her into the paths of error and irreligion @ -
and it s that misrepresenting, exaggerating, turbulcnt
and factious spirit, which peopicd the Columbdian
W ds, rather than surrender to any ecclesiastical ty-

t 1 Kings 18 * Jeremiah 34 8—20. 1 JActs 4.
aend 5. § Acrs 7. 51, || Aces 17,
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Who is this uncircumcised FPHILISTINE,
that he should defy the armies ¢ the living
God 2 *

[

* 1 Samuel 17. 26.

ranny, tne rights ot man, and the illumination of the
BOOK.

O for more “Misrepiresenters,’”’ who hzve the bould-
ness to cisplay the abomiuvations of Negiro-Tanners !
O for more *Exaggerators’ who will heap confusion
upon pretended Curistians, by lucidiv developing their
constant vivlations ot the eighth commandment! O
for more turbulent and factivus souls, who will nat
connive at Officers aud Members of the Chyrch,
stealing men, with impunity, and without censure ! |

O God, grant us ali the exuberance of that spirig
which impelled the reformcers, the Martyrs, the
Prophets, and the Apostles of Jesys cHrisT ! Anpna
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THE LAW OF GOD AND MAN.

——k . 3 ] e

MO abhorrent from our natural sensations is
the system of stealing, buying, selling, and
enslaving immortal creatures, that it is difficult
accurately to delineate this wretched degrada.
tion of mon. A Slave is a rational, responsible
bewng. with an abject mind and broken heart ;
without any will : all whose rights are robbed ;
whose liberty is despoiled, and whose life is pro-
longed at the caprice 2/ a iyrant. No diffkrence
is perceptible, between the trafhc in human
ficsh on the coast of Africa or in the interior
ol America. Every slave in these Staics is as
notoriously Awdnapped. as 1t they had becn
purloined froi Guinea : and he who claims a
coloured child as his property, and nurtures
and detains it in slavery, is equally a Man-thicf,
with the Negro-stealer on the Gold-Coast.
Thouse persons who denounce the African
Flesh- Merchant, and who seem to admit, that
the imported souls could not have been Jllstlﬁ-
ably captivated, deny that they unrighteously
grasp their brethren, and denominate them.
selves “innocent Slave-holders :>> but this is
self- confutation. Can that be innocence in the
temperate zone which is the aeme of all guilt
near the eguzator? can that be /onesty in one
meridian of longitude, which at 100 degrees
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cast, 1s the elimax of injustice ¢ and would
not he, who appropriates to himself, all the
children born around hin, Immediately as
they enter the world, upon the same principles,
make a descent upon Longo and kidnap o
ship load ? No real distinction exists betweer
him. who steuls the woman )"rom her husband,
the child from its parent, or the whole family,
on the eastern or the western shores of the At.
lantic. whether for exportation or domestis
vassalage. 7.

He that stealeth a man, and selleth him, or
if' he be found in his hand, he shall surely be
put to death. }

“By this law, every man-stealer, and every receiver
of the stolen person, lost his life : whether the latter
stole the man himself, or gave money to a Slave-Caf:-
rain or Vegro-Dealer to steal for him. All kidnapping
and slave-dealing are prohibited, whether practised by
individuals or the state.”§

s ]

7. These identical individuals would rage, if it were
attem:pted thus to exculpate any other Felon. Inno-
rent Horse-Thief is more consistent language tham
‘nnocent Slave-holder ; for the crime of the latter ex-

ceeds that of the former, as much as the limited and
temporary powers of the animal are surpassed by the
extensive capacities and never-emding existence of man.
“We know men to whom the truth is become unin-
telligible, in consequence of the disguise in which
they have taken the pains to clothe it ; and who have
accustomed themselves to palliate vice, til' they are

ncapable of perceiving its turpitude ”’ Saurin..
3 Erxrodus 21, 16. § Adam Clarke.
C
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If a man be found stealing any of his bre-
thren of the children of Israel and nicketh
merchandize of him, or sellcth him then that
THIEY shall die g

“Christiani'y kas annihilated that distinction o' na-
tions which was once established : every man is now
our brother, whatever be his nation, compiexion, orp
creed How then can the merchantize of men and
women be carried on, without transgressing this com-
mandment, or abetiing thn e who do ¢ If a man steal
a horse or sheep, he is condemned ; but :f I ste: or
purchase of those who steal, hundreds ol nen id
women, he not only escapes with impunity but grows
great by this nnnatural commerce! A cording to the
law of God, whoeyer stol: cattle restoied four or five
fold ; whoever stole one human being, though a id-
ot or an infant, must die. He wlo stole auy one of
the human species, in order to make a slave of him,
or to sell him for a slave, whetner the Thicef had ac-
tually sold him, or whether he continued in his pos-
session, was punished with death : but if we are ¢rue
Christians, we shall have no occasion for penal stat-
utes to restrain us from stealing or ensl:.ving our
bre hirea of the human species, and ¢reding the bod-
ies of men.”’||

Thou shalt not deliver unto his master, the
servant who is escaped [rom. his master unto
thee : He shall dwell with thee, even among
you, in that place which he shall choose, 1n
one of thy gates where it liketh lum best :
thou shalt not oppress m. David said to the
Egyptian. canst thou bring me down to t/us com-
pany ? und he said. swear unto me by God, that
thou wilt neither kill me, nor Yeliver me mto

the hands of my master, and I wi] bring thee

Sagip———

b Deutercnomy 24. 7. I Scott.
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uotn fo tus zum;') ny Take couised, execute
sudrment ; make thy shadow as ¢4 night in the
cadsé of the nuon-day @ fude the cutcasts, bewray
not him whe wandereth. ! how s cuydest 1ot have
stood in the cross way. to cut ofi” those who did
eseapie [ ne ther shouldest thou heve delivered
up f/zos‘c who did remain in the day of distress.
As thou hast dome. it shall be done unto thee :
iy reward shall return upon thine ows head *

These scripiures proclain that sleve-holding
s an abomination In the sight of God : fer
it justifies e slave in absconding from his
Tyrant, and enjoins upon every man to facl.
litate his escape, and to secure his freedom.
Does this injunction co:aport with a Chris-
tian’s advertising as a fugitive criminal, a man
who has merely fled from his c uel captivity,
or with his aiding to trace and seize him who
had thus burst from *‘durance vile” ? It isa
reiteration of the theft : yet he professes to be
influenced by the Gospel !

But the Mun-stealer states, that this is in-
justice, as it destroys his property ; and that
it 1s base to aid a slave to fly from his chains,
or not to assist in recapturing him. Were the
master placed n similar misery with the vic.

* Deuteronomy 23. 15, 16 1 Samuel 30 10-16
Isaiah 16 3. Obadiah 14, 15.

. “Well may we blusk when we hear a man boast-
mq of his rights as an Ameucan, and of his citizen-
ship among the Saints, with a whip in one hand, a
chain in the other, and before him, a Negro flayed
from the head to the loins !”
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tin of his cruel avarice, and he should es-
cape ; rather than be seized, he would slay the
assallant ; his heroism would be honoured,
and his contest for frcedom being righteous,
be would be exonerated : but if a coloured
person should wound a kianapper, he is igno-
miniously executed, and almost without form :
for the trial of Negros is the highest burlesque
upon the administration of justice, that des-
potism ever devised. '

“For tis establish’d by your partial laws,

No slave bears withess in a whize man’s cause.
Beings you deem them of inferior kind,
Denied a human or a thinking mind.

Happy tor Negros were this doctrine true,
Were feelings logt to them, or given to you !

A man cannot assist in seizing a slave,
and robbing him again of his liberty or hfe,
when he is inculpable before society, without
vioiating the law of love, and the command
of God.

“Slavery ! virtue dreads it as her grave:
Latience itself is meanness in a slave.
Yet it the will and sovereignty ot God,
Bid suffer it awhile, and kiss the rod.
W ait for the dawning of a brighter day.
And snafi the chain the moment when you muy i’

L] ’ - L4

The prophecies are filled with divine de-
nunciations against Judah and lsrael, for their
oppression, fraud, rapine, crueity, and the va.
ried enormities which originat d i ther co-
vetousness ; and Tvre was destroyed ior hav-
wg traded the persons of men '

Pmp———

't ],‘ ORI s N 4 C -
{ A S 2:< Ly
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e othier to . country entirely unknown, and never
thence to return i This outrage on the sacred rights
of liberty, of justice and ot humanity is greatly en-
hanced, if that worst of thieves intend, either io traat
them himself as the most abject siaves; or to sell
them for that cruel and infamous purpose.” But it
differs not, whcther he steals the parcnts in Guinea
or the children in his own house, or enslaves them
himself, or transfers them to others for that nefarious
vbject. ~ In either case, and much more when they
are united, reason and conscience, the common senti-
ments and fellings of mankind, wiil all unite, if 1ot
debauched by avarice, or blunted by habit, to approve
of Jehovah’s law as just. He that stealeth a man, and
selieth himy or if he be jfound in his hand ; he shall
surely be pus to death* Nor is there a man upon
carth, not even among those who are grown loary in
the iniquitous trade of kidnapping and man-stealing,
or bartering brandy and baubles for human flesh and
blood, that would not execrate the charaster of him,
10 whose power or subtlety he had fallen a victim for
similar purposcs, and that would not pronounce him
worthy of death. But if there were no receivers, there
wouid be no thieves ; and he who reccives the stolen
bodics of men,y ought to be punished with death. ac-
cording to the luw of the . ord, because they are found
in his hand  How insulting to nioral justice, and how
affronting to conunon sense, that those perscns whe
would be immurea in’”’ the peniteatiary,  for secretly
purchasing a few shillings’ worth of property. know-
g it to have been stolen, should have it in their
power publicly to buy and scll whole familes of
colourzd people,* with conplete imspunity, an’ witha-
eut violating any prohibitory law of the land! as if
rectitude and robbery were local things: the former
losing its respectability, and the latter its turpiiude,
whenever the liberty and the lives of Larmless negros

becomne the obj_ect of avarice !

* Exodus 21. !¢G:
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“ The Bible is not in any maanner a favou-:r of
tae system of enslaving mankind. [t fordids uothing
to the African, that is equitable n the conduct o!
the American. [t knows wo more of a white nan
duying and enslaving a black cne, than it does of
black man buying aend enslaving the white. In itc
impartial estitnare, and under 1ts commanding power
Pagans and Christians are all on a level. If the
lawfulness of purchasing iunocent persons  for the
most cruel and degrading slavery, exist amoong men,
it must be a common right and equally possessed
by all natious. AU mankind might be taken to the
best market for the human species ; exposed in the
most! indecent manner to jHublic sale; handled cnc
examined like so many head of cattle by theii pur-
chases ; consigned over, with their unburn fosterity,
to the most cruel slavery, from generaiion to genera-
tion ; and for what? Here let humanity blush, mercy
weeft, and justice be roused into indignation. As it
is impossible to prove that the natural rights of man
are not equally sacred in Africa astheyare in America ;
eyould the law of this country permity, the trafficker
in souls would no more scruple to kidnapp, or pur-
chase the son of his next neighboury, than ke would
the inbabitants of a remote continent or their descen-
dants.”’® :

The principles of moral right and wrong are
invariable. ‘They are not ciecumscribed by ge-
ographical boundaries, or particular periods of
timc ; but apply to every individual, of all com-
munities, and in every age. Practices condem.-
ned among the Israclites, upon the basis of e-
ternal rectitude, never can be justified: and
Jewish aberrations from the requisitions of
their ovn heaven promuiged law, insted of
furnishing us an example to copy, provide a
bearon for alarm and instruction.

2 W.,d's Lictionary of 150 H.'y Bible.
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The public formularies of the United Statcs
exhibit the vast contradiction between our doc-

trivce and practice with Giacular awhority,

¢“ We hicl ' these truths to be se/f~evident—that all
men are created equal ; thot thoy are er.doweo by their
Creator with certain unalienalc  ivhts ; that among
these arc life, liber y and the purs it of hapainess.”’*

“ All ' men are born equaliy trec and indepindent;
all men have certain natuial, esscntial and inherent
rights—amone which are, tae enjoying and .efending
life and Liberty. acquiring, possessing, an: protecting
property ;5 and in a word, of seeking and sutaing
happiness. Among the natural nights some are 1. their
very nature uualienable, Locause no equivalent can be
givio or recciyed for them. Of this kind are the
Rights of Conscience.”’t

“ All men are born free and equal, and havc cer-
tain natural, essential and unalienable righis : aniong
which cwuy be reckoned the right of eujoying and de-
fending their lives and liberties ; and that of acquiring,
possessing, and protecting proverty ; in fine, ti.at of
seeking and obtairing their safety and happ .es<,”’t

¢ All men are born equally frce and inocpenucnt,
and have ceriain inherent and indefeisible righis, a-
mong which are those of enjoying and defending life
and libertr of acquiring, possessing and proteciing
property .nd rcputation, and of pursuing their own
happine +s.”||

“ Through divine goodness, all men have by nature,
the rights of worshipping and serving their Creptor
according to the dictates of their consciences, of en-
joyiug and defendingz life and liberty, and acquiring
and protecting reputation and property, and in general,
f attaining objects suitabie to their condition, with-
out injury by one to another; and these rights are
essential to their welfare.”’§
® Declaration of Independence. ¢ New-Ham]zs}niré.‘
t Massachuseits. || Pennsyivania. § Delaware
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¢ All men are by nature equally free and inde-
pendent, and have certain inherent rights ; of which,
when they enter into a state of society, they cannot,
by any compact. deprive or direst their posterity ;
namely the enjoyment of life and liberty, with the
means of acquiring and possessing pioperty, and pur.
suing and obtaining happiness and safety 'q

“ All men are born equally free and independent,
and have certain natural, inherent and unalienable
rights, among which are the enjoying and defending
life and liberty. acquiring, possessing and protecting
property, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and

safety *7**
“ Therc shall be neither slavery nor involuntary

servitude in the said territory, otherwise than ip
punishment of crimes, whureof the party shall have

been duly convicted.”’*
“ Ail men are born equally free and independent,

and have certain natuyral, ynalicnable rights, among
which are the enjoying and defending life and liberty,
acquirving, possessing and protecting property, and
pursuing and obtaining huppiness and safety. There
shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in

this state.’t

Thus saith the BOOK ; but the laws which
sanction the slavery of Negros, deny this doc-
trine, and consequently are a LIE !

How callous must that heart be to all shame !
which notwithstanding these self-evident truths,
cun gravely maintain the ntcessity of protract-
mg slavery, and uphold its horrors by his act.
ual participation : for every liberal mind 1s tho-
rougbly convinced, of the unrighteousness and
incxpediency of this, the most cruel, detest.
able and consummately wicked measure that

P raguca———

* Virginia ** Vermoms, * North Wearern
Territory, 1 DAy,
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has been ever dcvised by mercantile avarice,
or sanctioned by a serdid, narrow and mis-
guided policy.

What Ayfiocrisy and villany, to profess that we are
votaries of liberty, while we encharage or countenance
the mos: ignodlc slavery.* We cannot form to our-
selves an idea of an object more ridiculous, than an
American patriot signing declarations of Indcfiendence
with one hand, and with tne other, brandishing his
whipy over his affrichted slave.

How awfully deluded must he be, who,

wilfully closing his eyes to the splendour of

divine illumination, and shielding his soul
from all the arrows of conviction, will con-
sider himself Messiah’s disciple, though by the
Book, his conscience, his own theological and
republican creed, and the supreme law of the
land, he stands condemned for injustice and
inlijumanity, before the Church and the World.

A cruel man-stealing Christian ! 10,

* Brannagan.

10. We combat not the theft of Negros on the coast
of Africa, and the transportation ot them to the United
States. T'he wholesale Man-stealer, like Cain, b-ars
the mark in his Forehead; he is a fugitive and &
vagabond ufion the earth : and the *Christian Broker
in the trade of blood,” whose wealth is increased, by
alicnating all social dffcctions, by severing all relative
ties, by dissolving ali domestic relations. and by transe
planting foom one state to anuther these wretched
creatures, because they have a different tinge from
himself, is tie primeval Murderer’s own offspring.

Examine Ais face, it is the exhibition of every in-

fernal passion: his hearz! !

D
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¢ These same Slave-holders would wade through
seas of the blood of white men, as well as black ,..en,
to gratify their despotic propensities 1f they were not
restrained : it is the frzar not the love of either God
or man, that restrains them.”}

As these are the unadulterated truths of
the Gospel, how can a follower of the meek
and lowly Jesus, be connected with a system
which essentially generates such malevolent
principles, and such barbarous conduct? Yet
Church-Officers display a predominant insen-
sibility to this complicated turpitude. The
quintessence of all absurdity is to hear an
Oppressor, in the name of him ‘* who touched
Isaiah’s hallowed lips with fire,”” expatiate up-
on the Boox delivered to Jesus in Nazareth §

¢ A person cannot be a child of God, and live in
the practice of that which his reason, his conscience,
and Scripture disallow: and a man must be intel-
Jectually Llind, not to se= that all these faithful monitors
absolutely and unequivocally condemn slavery and its
abettors.”’t

As eguity and injustice, phianthropy and
barbarism, vice and religion, cannot coalesce ;
every Officer and Member of the Church,
who steals slaves, although he professes to
believe and inculate the evangelic charity which
he does not exemplify, is equally culpable
with the Canite, who kidnapped their African
ancestors.

g rmetitu—

t Brannagen. § Luke 4. 16—~32. t Brannagan.
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SLAVERY IS IMPIOUSy, C¥YUEL, PALSE AND UNJUST.

THE Slavery of our species combines every
base characteristic. When that august period
shall have arrived, that the total extinction
of this monster shall be celebrated with the
triumphs of Christianity—the inscription which
will narrate its existence will simply record—
Here lies the enemy of man, whose principles
were irreligion, whose dispositions were cruelty,
whose language was falsehood, whose conduct
was injustice, and whose pretensions were
hypocrisy. An impious, barbarous, and de.
ceitful Thief! Yet this Idol has usurped a
prominent station in the temple of God, and
silences the voice of those who minister and
serve in the Sanctuary—until the Blind are
leading the Blind into the ditch of percition.

Slavery 1s impious, for 1t directly subverts
the divine authority. The supremacy of the
great Jehovah is denied, and his government
of the human family e¢ntirely wrested from
him by this vile usurpation. Every principle
which dignifies, every affection which refines,
and every action which adorng, are insepar-
able from a permanently operative and deeply
impressed conviction of our responsibility be-
fore God, for ihe correct improvement of
the privileges with which he has enriched us =
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but all these are extinguished as soon as man
3s degraded to a brute, No alternative exists;
inferiors in wealth and civil stations must be
considered as morai agents, or must be classed
with the flocks and herds of the field. Hence,
siavery involves the most awful conse-
quences, and wretchedness irremediable. It
1s a wilful disobedience to the commandments
of God ; and not only exposes the criminal
to the wrath of the Judge, but is a most
artful and diabolical invention to exclude even
the sufferer by this ungodly machination
from the celestial regions of bliss.

He who has scrutinized the uniform tendea.
cy of involuntary servitude ; who examines
the unvarying practice of those who ingulph
the bodies and souls of men in the net of their
selfishness and insernsibility ; and who, with
the eye of Christian philanthropy, has investi.
gated the moral character of the servants,
knows; thata Slave-holder is an unfeeling des-
pot, who would overthrow God’s jurisdiction.

Very few Men-Stealers comparatively, are
even nominal Chrisiian Believers. How can
a person pretend to be a disciple’of the cruci-
fied Jesus, who hinders his worship and con-
travenes his commands ; in whom all evan-
gelical charity is  extinct; and who will
neither enter the kingdom of heaven, nor, per-
mit those to approach who would crave ad-
mission ai the gate #  The spirit of Christi-
anl'y and the practices of Men-thieves are at
tatal oppugnation ; and consequently they exert
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their energies to counteract the progress of
¢ pure and undefiled religic.”” By their
example and influence, they endeavour to di-
minish all regard for sacred institutions, to
impede the acquisition of all necessary know-
ledge, and to obstruct their slaves from listen-
ing to the admonitions of divine truth,
Christianity promulges liberty to the'eaptive ;
it depicts all the misery which must neces-
sarily follow an equitable remuneration, if God
requites the Slave-holder, as he has abused
his feilow-man; 1t inculcates the doctrines of
Justice, which the Man stealer ever violates;
of mercy, which never regulate his intercourse
with others ; of Jove, which are swallowed up
by an avaricious, dissipated extinction of: feel-
ing ; and of religious fear, which has been
zterminated fromn bis heart, by his deliberate
rejection of the light to hfe, and by his ob-
duracy in opposing ¢ the truth as it is in Jesus;”
because it condemns his theft and barbarity,
Hence the Sabbath is disregarded, the means
of grace are neglected, and the Gospel ceases
at all to interest, until the candlestick 1s re-
moved from s place, and both the Tvrant
and the Slave, realizing a marble-hearted in-
diffcrence, mingle the same profure exeera-
tions, cxhibit an identical dishenour of God,
and manifest an cqual insensibilits to w orlds
everlasting.  But if the Slave, convinced of
the vai.e of his soul, and sclicitous to be
rescacd irom the wrath 10 come, is desirous
1o rteccive gospe:r lisiruction, it 15 altogether
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denied hum, or his attendance at the heuse
of prayer is so restricted, that it includes all
the qualities of a total prohibition.11,

The law of Virginia denominated a variety
of meetings by the coloured people, unlawful ;
but the clause was so indeterminate, that it
empowered the Magistrate to decide what as-
semblies’ subjected the attendant to fine and
punishment. By an act of the year 1804,
all night-meetings upon whatever pretext, in.
sured the parties, if convicted, a whipping :
but this act being a direct vialation of re-
ligious freedom, it was subscquently amended
and explained: and a higher stigma upon
lIegislation, if the clause is viewed in con-
nection with the relation which man sustains
to the Supreme Creator, can scarcely be traced
upon record ; except that every law connected
with slavery is equally insulting, wicked and
absurd. ¢ Nothing in the said act shall pre.
vent the masters or owners of slaves from car-
rying or permitting his, her or their slave or
slaves to go with him, her or them, or with any
part of his, her or their white family, to any
place whatever for the purpose eof religious
worship ; provided, thatsuch worship be con-
ducied by a regularly ordained or licensed
white minister.”’}

ti1. All those masters who neglect the religious and
inoral instruction of their slaves, add a heavy lad of
guilt to that already incurrcd, by their siarve i this
unjust and inhuman traffic. Wakefield,

% Reyised Cade.
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The total obstruction, is not one jot niore
hostile to the progress of the Gospel, more
subversive of every natural right, or more
daring in its defiance of Jehovah’s supremacy.
How men who swear by the Book, to per-
form their official duties, could enact such
regulations for the government of immortal
souls, cannot be explained upon any principle,
which does not overwhelm them with the
utmost disgrace.12. '

Even those who have a small portion of
conscience remaining, display their depravity ;
for their pride revolts, if the descendanis of
Africa are seen within the walls of the temple ;.
gencrally no convenient stations are provided
for slaves, that they may hear the truth; and:
where a man contrives to preserve the torms
of domestic worship with the stealing and traf
ficking of human flesh; the victims of his
mer:iless robbery arc excluded : and i1s it a
subject of surprize ? Hoew a man can pray in
his habitation, with a horde of slaves around
him, is inexplicable upon any principle of
feeling, affcction, or Christianity!  ‘The
unconcern which slave-holding produces in
the 'I'yrants, with respect to the eternal peace

12 Planters prevent their negros from being ine..
structed in a religion which proclaims the equality
of all men ; all proceeding from a common stock, all
participating tve benefits of crcation, and among whom,
with the Fatsor ol men, there is no acceptation of
persons. Slavery is therefore an outrage upoun Chris-
tianite, Robdinson,
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of their own children, and the salvation of the
wretched objects of their compound avarice
and cruehy, evince, that slavery is impious,
since it tends to exterminate the authority of
Jehovah, e

‘T'his subversion of the divine government
necessarily follows from the adoption of the
LIE, that one man can justifiably be so reduced
to the command of another, as to have no will
but that of luis director.

Man owes to his Creator and Judge duties
from the performance of which no terrestrial
power can possibly absolve him. Among these
are the cultivation of devotional tcmpers and
the fulfilment of Christ’s requisitions.  The
exisiing relation between the Sigve-driver and
his vassal, proclaims the impracticability of
a compliance with his obligations, and con-
sequentls, that he who steals a man or keeps
him in fus hand, is a bold usuiper ot celesuial
jurisdicuion. and a merciless violator of human
r ght, freedom and responsibility.  Does not
the absolure uncontrouled dominion which the
Master possesses over bis slave, render even
the existence of spiritual-mindedness almost
impossibk ; by opposing to a regular use of
the mecans necessary 1o strengthen a pious
disposiadon, vast obstrucuons which counter-
balunce, if npor deswroy the force of  the
Saviour azJuuu,«uuilnake?nb((nnrnuuk>nu-
gatory ? W\ hen the wjuaction of God and the
order of the Slave.tyrant are directly at vari-
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ance, when the law of heaven and the mnan-
date of the Negro-Thief are both compulsory
at the same period, to the earthly authority
the slave must primarily submit ; and when
the everlasting welfare of the servant’s soul,
and to facilitate the sensual gratifications of
his barbarous despot, are placed in competition,
botl: parties may be condemned by the Most
High, but the doubly cruel Voluptuary must
not be disappointed.

Slavery is impiious, because it strikes directly at
the paternal government of the adorable "Father of
mankind, who made of one blcod all the nations
upon the face of the ecarth, and who, having fixed
the bounds of their habitations, Jfills their Aeartd
with food and gladness.t

+Negros arc in ail respects, except in regard to lifs
and death, cazele. They are bougnt and sold, fed op
kept hungry, clothed or reduced to nakedness, beat-
en, turned out to the fury of the elements, and torn
from their dearest counections, with as little remorse,
as if they were beasts of the ficld.

Their situation is rendered far more miserable than
if they wcere brutes. Their food is sy coarse and bud,
that nothing but necessity could compel them to eat
it ; while their labour and their punishments are sec-
vere and cruel§

Are slaves taught to read, so that they can
peruse the divine records ? If one of ten thou.
sand has attained sufficient learning to spell
the plainest passage of Christian instruction,
is not the labour which atiends it, an obstacle
to ‘he acquisition of necessary knowledge al-
most n~uperable 2 But so few of the wholg

[ ]

t Snethin, Acts 14. 17. and 17, 26, } Rowiand Hills
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body of the coloured race have arrived evets
at this stage of ilurnmation, that thev are in
a great measure mcapacitated to comprehend
the force of the mos: homely and common
lustrations of the BOOJK.13.

At the cominencement of the vear 1805,
and while the Legmslature wereinfluenced by
the same spirit which uniformly has directed
all their disgraceful proceedings respecting the
unfortunate creatures who have been kidnapped
and enslaved —in an act concerning these Aeirs
of misery a clause was inserted particularly
relating to free coloured children, which de-
monstrates an unwavering resolution in the
civil authorities to impede every possible me-
lioration of the degraded state of these rational
cattle. It shall not be lawful for the overseers
of the poor wha may hercafier tind out any
black or mulatto orphan. to require the master
or mistress to teach such orphan, reading, writ-
tng or arithmetic.””* What must be the un-
avoidable result of this impenetrable ignorance !
How highly must the wrath of Heaven be

13. This torturing systcm has been pursued so far as
to prevent the developement of the mental faculues.
In Virginia, they are not allowed to learn to read. To
havc been able to read cost a black man his lite. He
demanded. that the Africans should share the benefits
which American liberty ptomised, and he supported
this demand by the BuiL oF ricurs. [ne ‘rgument
was without refly. T such cascs, where refutation
ie impinssible, ALL TYRANNIE> having fratur-s w»tuch
resemble each otacr; the NBGRO suffired on the
gallowa. Gregoire. * Revisea Code.
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fx‘;rovc'kcd agaiust us, jor such flugrant dis.
wo e dus nate, aud such cruel injustice
to the objects of his paternal care!

The plea of slavery 1s not offered ; these
are free children, bereit of all parental aﬁccr.—ions,
the management and control of whose tender
years are assumed by the public; and that
autharit) which proffers them its guardian pro-
tection and solicitudes, grasps them for no
- other purpose, than to nurture them in re-
mediless degradation. What vile hypocrisy !
what unfeeling despotism?! wha: daring im.
v.ety 1 what tremendous national guilt coes
this corruption involve ! We steal the Parents;
Providence liberates them. from servitude :
God calis them to his dread bar ; their children
survive them ; and in offering the friendless
arphans the tokens of our mercy, we deny
them the noblest privilege of man, we refuse
them all intellectual expansion, we doom them
to disgrace during their mortal pilgrimage,
and for their degraded condition alone, seize
them by some infernal machination, at a subse-

quent period, as public nuisances : and sell

the youth whom we have adopted as part of
our family, to domestic task-masters, who ehain
them in interminable vassalage.l‘b

14. Our Fathers mast righteously ' complained, that
George III. made their yoke insuppertably grievous ;

but the little finger of some Legislatures is thicker
than the Briush Tvrant’s loine. *“lle chastised thiem

with whips,” these REBOBoAMITEs *chastise with
ScorpIONS.” ¢ 1 Kings 12. 1=15.
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With a fatigued bod+ and a dispirited mind,
brok - n with incessant labour, tamed bv a
constant privation of every comfort, and ofren
lacerated with severity unmingled with mercy,
the slave can feei little anxicty to devote any
part of that time which 1s indispensable to rest
his wearied and tortured frame, to the care of
his soul How can he be solicitous to mingle
with the worship of God in the tamily where
he resides, if devotional forms are maintained !

If he can ascertain the meaning of the Bi.
ble. or the Hymn, or the pctitions to the
throne of grace, he must perceive that every
portion of the exercises condemns the nefar-
ious temper and the barbarous heart which
reduced him to bondage ; that all which
Christianity includes and commands is a con-
tradiction to all that he suffers and that his
Master practises ; and convinced therefore, that
such a profession of religion is delusion or
hypocrisy, he begins to consider Christianity
itself as nothing more thau a form devised
by corrupt men, to conceal their cruel insidious
d-signs and to cloak their malignant actions.

The Lord’s day is generally devoted to
purstits, occupations and pleasures so dis-
sonant from the sacred injunction, that the de-
based servant cannot even enjoy it as relaxa-
tion from labour. He has no choice: the
filth of the week must be his companion,
or the hours must be deveted to necessary
ablutions ; and thus the opportunities of evan-
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grelical instruction are inevitably lost ¢ and can
he be ready to attend public worship in due
season, the haughty looks and the contempt.
uous aversion of the Christian Man-stealers !
who are assembled, are of equal validity with
a formal vote of exclusion from the synagogue.
Hence the slave absents himself altogether
from a fruitless attendance upon the house of
prayer ; and thus is banished from the enjoy-
ment of that illumination which is indispens-
able to the soul’s peace temporal and ever.
lasting. If the Son of Man by his Spirit gra-
ciously maintains the sense and life of god-
liness in the slave’s heart, every thing con-
nected with him constantly counteracts the
very exterior appearance, as well as the in-
ternal predominance of Religion. The igno-
rant and profane creatures who are his as.
sociates ; their bestial mode of life by pro-
miscuous cohabitation ; the want of requisite
privacy for meditation and prayer ; the con.
stant loss of all those means of grace which are
necessary and favorable to religious meliora-
tion, and the endless disquietude which he
must feel, when he endeavors to concatenate
a sincere profession of the Christian religion,
meekness and philant/iropy, with the turbulent
despotism and the unmerciful exhibitions of
his Master, all must, if not totally eradicate
the love of that which is good, so dimiuiish
its influence, that God is robbed of his glory,

the Saviour of the affection due to him, re-
E
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ligion of its ornament, the church of the scra
vices of her members, the world of its sast
and light, and the soul of the peace which
Christianity was revealed to bestow. Hence,
as slavery unavoidably extinguishes all religion
in those who are made wretched by its sway
over them ; the jurisdiction which is claimed
and ehercmcd, is an impious usurpation of
‘the divine supremacy.

¢« Slavery is made up of every crime that treachery,
cruelty and murder can invent; and men-stealcrs arc
the very worst of thieves. W hat an universal uproar
1t would make in this land if but one poor child were
kidnapped from his parents!” and yet this kidnafi-
fiing is a regular practice among professing Christians !
“ These are the people whom the Scripture describes
a3 being past feeling. The most knavish tricks are
practised by these dealers in human flcsh—and if the
slaves think of our general character, they must sup-
pose that Christians are Decvils, and that (,l.msuamty
was forged in Hell. These slave-purchasers talk of
a damaged slave, as of a damaged horse ; some want
working-slaves, and others breeding-siaves ; for the
children of slaves are not, according to the law of
nature, the property of their parents, but of their
owners ; and when the planters and their overseers
have children by these negros, instead of regarding
the, offspring of their vicious passions, they breed up
and sell their own children in slavery like others.—
What a dishonour in us to carry on such an ahominable
traffic and to attemipt to vindicate or even to palliaie
it, when .every principie belonging te it is lounded
upon incurable injustice ! Shall we call ourselves
Christians or Rewvils ? can a race of Devils art a-
gainst us worse than we do against them ! In art
and wickedness, as it relates to our principle and
‘practice, wc¢ aQundantly exceed.  The horrid business
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of stavery in the whole of its establishment is founded
on the % mammen of unrighteousness,” on a selfish
love of the world; and the result of this infernal traf-
fic is, a regular system of wholesale licensed thievery
and murder. Instead of supposing the principles of
Christianity for a moment allow such a hellish com-
merce in human blood ; directly as we are made by
the prower of the gospel, what we should be by the
letter of the law, we are blessed with the spirit of
universal love,

“ We blush with holy shame, that men
Who bear thy saered name, our God,
Should dare one single man enslave,

Or shed one drop of human blood.”’* )

“The case now lies fully before us; and we have
to make our choice, either to join ourselves to these
manufacturers of human wo, or to renounce the horrid
association. 1f we adopt the former, let us avow our
conduct in its real deformity. Let us not affect to
deplore the calamities attendant on slavery ; nor let
"uis pretend to execrate the conduct of the slaveedealer,
the slave-holder, or the slave-driver; but apologize
for them as our partners in iniquity : and if we now
take our share in the transaction, with as little com-
punction we should take theirs ; unless we can sup-
pose, that we should become virtuous, in proportion
as the temptation to vice incrcased : and then, we
should not be destitute of subterfuges to destroy the
feelings of our minds and the convictions of our con-
sciences. We are now called upon to redress evils,
in comparison with which, all that exist besides, sinks
beneath our notice. If we refuse, can we form the
least pretence to a moral character? - If these be de-
ductions from the most obvious principles of reason,
justice and humanity ; what must be the result if we
extend our views to religien? We de not assume

gl

* Romiand Hill.
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a religious profession to diminish the extent, or :o
weaken the ferce and obligation of moral duties.—
Do we mean to insult the God whom we pretend to
worship, by supplicating him to have mercy upon ali
prisoners and captives, and to defend and provide foz
the fatherless, widows, and all that are desolate and
oppressed ! 1f Christians, after an impartial examina-
tion, are satisfied that slavery is a fair and honest.
and lawful commerce, they ought to encourage it ;
and to reprobate this work as an attempt to slande:
good men, and to injure their properzy, by holdling
it out to the public as the produce of rodbery and
murder. But if the arguments be valid, will they
presume to- treat the subject with cool indifference,
and continue a criminal practice? However obvious
*the duty, yet the mind, hardened by habit, admits with
difficulty the conviction of guilt; and sanctioned by
A common practice, we may commit the grossest
violations of duty without remorse. It is therefore,
more peculiarly incumbent on us in such situations,
to examine our conduct with the utmost suspicion,
and to fortify our minds with moral principles, and
the sanctions of religion. In proportion as we are un-
der their influence, we shall exert ourselves to remedy
there evils, knowing that cur example, our admoni-~
tions, our influence may produce remote effects, of
which we can form no estimate : and which, afteu
having done our duty, must be left to Him, who governs
all things after the counsel of his own will.”’*

All those who devise or exccute any ini.
uitous measures, by which men are impeded
?rom honoring God, and from performing the
duties which they owe to him and their own
souls in their moral relation to their Creator,
are the most contemptuous rebels against his
authority : and if they superadd a claim in

“SEhi———

% Brannagas.
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competition with the command of Jehovah,
they exemplify-the audacity of Satan, who was
hurled to everlasting despair for attempting to
dethrone the Sovereign of the Universe. This
charge applies to every Sicve-holder ; {or ser-
vices totally incompatxblc with the devotional

exercises of the Believer are ravariably, at the

most unseasouable hours, and during the day
of rest, required of these unfortunate victims
of that Savageness, which by a most diabolical
infatuation, has been combined with Christi-
anity ; and which has long exposed the truths
of religion to reproach, the sacred cause to
ridicule, the solemnities of the House of Prayer
to contumely, and the very character of a Be-
liever to suspicion. While therefore, a power
15 usurped and legalized which enables its
possessor to defy the law of God and to ob-
struct the duties of men ; and unqualified sub-
mission to every arbitrary, unjust and irre-
ligious mandate cannot be cvaded, without the
sacrifice of mortal existence ; slavery must be
the acme of all impiety ; consequently, 1tis
impossible that a Slave-holder can be a sincere
Christian.

Slevery is the citmax of cruclty. By it
cvery aflection of the soul 1s exterminated. It
severs all natural ties, and separates all social
relations. Matrimonial engagements, when it
comimands, are dissolved; the chain which links
parents and children, by its touch, is shivered
to atoms ; and at its approach, every domestic

2,

nsd
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duty dies. Hearts, animated by the most de.
licate love, indulge their mutual aficction. not
for a Father’s and Mothcr’s gratulations, but
for a Zyrant’s gain. Brothers and Sisters
mingle their fraternal sensibilities, not in fu-
turity to bless each other by reciprocal aid,
but to increase their unmitigated torments.
Seldom do they reside many years in the same
habitation ; a transfer is necessary; and it is
made not according to family or moral con-
nections, but by the proportionate value in
different markets.

What are the pungent feelings and exacer-
bations of the Slave in.every part of his exist-
ence! Doomed from the earliest period of
vouth to toil, with no necessary relaxation,
tor the grati‘ﬁcation of another’s inordinate de-
cires; pinched by hunger, bereft of raiment,
cdenied requisite accommodations at nmght to
repose his enervated and emaciated frame;
and for the most trifling inadvertency or the
most innocent indulgence, scourged by a cruel
and mercenary Task-Master, until his stripes
fncapacitate him from active duties ; impeded
from all religious instruction ; tortured with
every agonizing anticipation; and terrified by
the prospect of pain, labour and bercavemcnt,
the miseries of which are diminished by no
hope of melioration, he travels the pilgrimage
of life, forgetful of God, himself, and eternity ;
until the lacerations of his heart wmge him to
the crime for which by the sacrifice of his
mortal existence, he atones ; or combined with
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4 diseased body, he drags out his temporal
probation amid the unfeeling complaints of
his Kidnapper, that he can no longer force him
to fulfil the daily Task; the neglect of all
around him ; and the want of every consola-
tion both internal and external, which :night
cnable him with patience to bear his com-
piicated affliction.

« Slavery or the holding of a fellow-creature and
his posterity in perpetual bondage, is a source of all
kinds of cruelty ; and is a peculiarly unmercitful
system. It exposes a man to disgrace, and triumphs
in his fall. That slaves are ignorant, harbarous. and
unprincipléd is the consequenee of their condition.
Men regard their own interest before the interest of
their fellow-creatures ; and in despite of all the rights
of humanity, have forced them across the ccean, and
bound them and their posterity to the severest labour.
Immorta! souls in slavery ! Subjects of the grace of
God, and the purchase of the precious blood of Christ,
in slavery! Beings capable of all the blessings of
civil society, deprived of them all, to administer te
the vices and pleasure of others! If this be mercy,
what is not ! Hail yc sons of Benevolence ! will yau
sing ?

Tha* mercy I to others showy
That mercy show to me !”

¢ Take a single slave from the millions, who are
now immured in bondage ; read in his wo-worn face,
a brief and striking history of his misfortunes, of his
antecedent “subjugation and subscquent degradation;
torn from his friends, how wishfully he takes a long,
a last, an cager Jook at his violated wite and screaming
children, while the tears trickle down his sable cheeks;
he is forced from their embraces, wi.ile the atmosphbere
reverberates with their shrieks and groans. When
B

* Snethin.
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I bring my wife and chiléren in view, 2ud consider
what I should suffcir were {in his sitaation, my heart
weeps blood. Passing by his cccumuiated excruciation
while under the whip of his task-master, depict him
in his smoky hut, after the teils of the day ; see the
tears begin to flow, when he thinks of his wife, his
children and friends; he lifts his eyes to heaven, sighs,
and looks at his homely fare, the day’s allowance of
meal, and bursts into tears. He loaths his daily food,
as his bodily anguish and menwal despzir vanquish
his constitution. He is languid and feverish ; vet he
has ne friend, no relative to give him any assistaice;
again he thinks on his family ; but the thought ag-
gravztes his inalady, and accelerates his end. Ex-
change conditions with this ¢lavey, and thou canst not
bear the picture of his death ! ™%

Persons called Christians and Ofhcers of the
Church, buy and sell the szolen coloured people,
with little or no regard te their wishes or
aftections. The debased Scrvants are deprived
of needful sustenance, are supplied with little
and very insufficient raiment, and possess no
sultable conveniencies for refreshing rest.—
‘They are unmercifully and in general unde-
servedly chastised ; their health, intellects, re-
ligion, morals, peace and comfort are all dis-
regarded, except the Despot’s interest would
be aftected by neglecting them : and this dia-
bolical machination cannot e¢xist, without the
perpetual exhibition of this mallgmty by the
Slave-Tyrant. Does this degradduou include
no cruelt; ? Do these privations result from
the pure and undefiled Religion which Jesus

taught his disciples on the mount? Is this

* Brannagan,
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:hat lucid proof of condescending love to the
Brethren which your Muster demaads ? s
¢thi~ the justice that the two commandnents
on whick: hang all the Law and the Prophets
mculcate 2 Is this the mercy which the Book
enjolns us to display to the wretched, the in.
digent, and the oppressed? And can that
man, whose heart with perennial uniformity
evinces the predominance of those principles
that produce such consequences, momentarily
believe, upon scriptural authority, that he is
transformed into the similitude of Him who
was meek and lowly in heart : or can he un.
Jeignedly sthrm, 1 know, that 1 am passed from
death unto life, because 1 love the brethren? 15.

For this thing which it cannot bear, the eartk
s disquieted. The Gospel of F:ace and Mercy
prcac({lcd by bim who steals, buys and sells
the purchase of Messiah’s blood !—Rulers of
the Church making merchandize of their bre.

s}

15. “ Thou wordling, whe, with a prudence truly
infernal, hast the art to give a heautiful tint to the
most odious objects; who appearest not to hate thy
neighbour, because thou dost not openly attack him ;
not to falsify thy promise, because thou hast the art
of eluding it ; not to oppress thy dependents, hecause
thou knowest how to impose silence on them ; 1 sawr
thee, when thou gavest those secret stabs, whcn thou
didst receive bribes, when thou didst negociate the
blood of the miserable, when thou didst traffic the
blood of the oppressed, and didst accumulate those
wages of unrighteousness, which cry for vengeance
against thee.” Saurig,
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thren's souls ’—and Christians t1ading the Le#
sons of men'—-Leovers of ther own sclves:
Covetors ; Proud ; Fierce ; Men of corrupi
minds, who resist the truth ; Having a forn
of godliness, but denying the power t/zcrecf—-—»
From such turn away.*

The Slave-holder’s claim is_founded on false-
Aoud. So completely have the varied vicious
dispositions which attend man-stealing blinded
the eves and indurated the hearts of Flesh-
Merchants. that they converse respecting slaves
as thewr property, with as much gravity, as
if they were Aonestly acquired, and as if no
law had been violated. This infatuation has
infected not the open reprobate only, who

neither fears God nor regards man, but the
professed believer in Christianity, thereby de-
mounstrating the evil nature, the hardening,
blinding tendency, and the consummate deceit.
fulness of sin.

He who steals his brethren, and sells them,
end makes merchandize of them pleads:
that the victim of wrong is legalized porperty ;
that the slave is equally a transferable pos-
session with any other acquisition ; that he is
chargeable with/no crime for having invested
some of his money in souls and hands ; that
all the progeny of the creatures whom he
originally purchased of right belong to him ;
and that he violates no rule of equity, no
moral principle, and no Christian affection by
accumulating wealth through this mediam,

* 2 TVimotby 3, 2—¢
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On the contrary, we asseverate ; that ne
rational being can, by any transmutation pos.-
sible, ever become property ; that no terrestrial
legislators, without the most diabolical im-
piety, can legalize this claim upon the human
family ; that to traffic in flesh and blood ani-
 mated by the reasoning capacities is the greatest
practicable indignity which can be oftered to
men as immortals ; that he purchased anar.
ticle, which he knew at the time of the pre-
tended transfer was stolen ; that every coloured
child born in his house, which he claims and
holds as his property is shamelessly kidnap.
ped; and that every principle of justice, de-
cency, order, rectitude and rcligion, is annulled
by this most unrighteous claim and its effects.
Nothwithstanding, he demands to be recogni.
zed zs a sincere, consistent Christian ! 16,

16. ¢ It is in a high degree unjust and cruel, to
reduce onc human creature to such an abject state,
that he may minister to the ease, luxury or avagce
of another? Has not that other the same right to
have him reduced to this state, that he may minister
to his interest or pleasure? On what is this right
founded? Whence was it derived ! Did it come from
heaven, from earth or from hell ! Has the great King
of Heaven, given this extraordinary right to white
over black men ! Where is the charter? In whose
hands is it lodged ? Thus reducing men, is an indigniry,
a degradation to our own nature. When we plead
for slavery, we plead for the disgrace and ruin of our
own nature. 1if we are capable of it, we may hereafter
claim Kkindred with the brutes, and renounce our own

superior diguity.” Rice



65 SLAVERY

¢« Ina state of nature, no man has a right ¢o seize
upon ancther, and to compel him by force to fabour
for his subsistence. But independent communities
stand to each other in the very same relation that
individuals do in a state of nature ; and therefore if
the man of greater bodily strength or mental sagacity
would have no right to converi his weaker neighbour
into personal property, neither can the more powerful
and eniightened nation have a right to carry off by
force or entice By fraud, the subjects of a weaker and
more barbarous community, for the purpose of re-
ducing them to a state of servitude. Hence, the
American right to purchase cannot be better than the
African right to sell ; and no man can offer the shadow
of a reason, why one African has a right to sell an-
other. The right cannot be natural ; because natural
rights are those which a man has to his life, limbs
and liberty, to the produce of his personal labour, and
to the use in common with others of air, light and
water ; but these privileges are inalienable. That every
man has a natural right or just claim to these things
is evident from their being absolutely necessary to
enable him to answer the purpose for which he was
made a living and rational being. This shews un-
deniably that the Author of his nature designed that
he should have the use of them, and that the man
wib wantonly deprives him of any one of these is
guilty of a breach of the divine law. When slaves
are brought to Market, no questions are asked about
the origin or justice of the vendor’s title; but they
are placed for life in subjection to a dominion and
system of laws, the most merciless and tyrannical that
ever were tolerated upon the face of the earth; and
the inordinate authority which the laws confer upon
the Slave-holder is exercised with the utmeost rigour
and brutality. The right cannot be adventitious ; for
adventitious tights are immediately derived from the
municipal law, which is the public wiil cf the state.
Buat the state has no Just authority to deprive an ina
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aouent maan of his personal freedom, or of the produce
of his own labour; for it is only to secure these, by
protecting the weak from the violence of the strong,
that states are formed and individuals united under
civil government.

‘““ It may perhaps be said, that by patiently sub-
mitting to goveruments which authorise the traffic in
human f{lesh, men virtually give up their personal
iiberty, and invest their governors wtth a right to sell
them as slaves : but no man can invest another with
a right which he possesses not himself : and in a state
of nature, where all have equal rights, no individual
can submit himself to the absolute disposal of another
without bceing guilty of the greatest crime. From
the relation in which men stand to one another as
fellow-creatures, and to God as their common Creator,
there are duties incumbent upon cach peculiar to
himsclf; in the performance of which, he can be
guided only by his own reason, which was given him
for that very purpose. DBut he who renounces his
personal freedom, and submits unconditionally to the
caprice of a master, impiously attempts to set himself
free from the obligation of that law which is inter-
woven with his very being, and chooses a director
o! his conduct diffecrent from that which God has as-
sigined him. A man therefore cannot reduce himself
to a state of uncenditional servitude, and what he §n-
not do for lamself, he cannot authorize others to do’
for him, by a tacit or an open consent.’’}

These principles result from our situation
as rational creatures. Human life is altogether
placed out of the controul of any terrestrial
power, except in thos¢ extrene cases, where
jor the welfare of the Body politic, it is in-
dispensable to extirpate a pest. But the

D

+ Encyclopedig Brittanica.
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means necessary to preserve that existence,
and to execute the varied duties for which
it was coriginally impaited, are equally requis-
1ite to 1ts possessor.  Slavery annthilates all.
Man is justly subjected to moral law ; but

1,

property, a slave who has no wili, cannot be
the proper object of rewards and punish-
ments.

¢ A young woman, in the state of servitude, would
not be able to maintain her virtue against the solicita-
tions of a master who should promise her liberty, ov
d remission of toil, upon her yielding to his deshies ;™
and for such refusal, many chaste females have beew
most barbarously lacerated, until agony forced a re-
luctant compliance with the decbauched tyrant’s lust.
“ A slave would not strenuously object to the per-
petration of any wickedness to obtain his freedom, or
even a diminution of his daily task : indecd those
temptations might be thrown in his way, which human
natuie conld not resist, but by means of the most
ggracious principles; even then he might be scourged
into comphance ; or his labour might be so increased
as to make him, for a’little respite eagerly embiace
the_ most nefarious -proposzl which his master could
offlk ; for being absolute property, therc is no earthly
tribunal to which he could appeal for justice; and
very few slaves support themselves under their trials
by the recollection of a future judgment.”*

Slaves after having thus perpetrated the
crimes projected by their despots, have been
arraigned upon,the cParge and evidence of
their merciless tyrants, have been feloniously
condemned and ignominiously deprived of life;
to screen the master from disgrace, and for

* Encyc!lo o dic Brittanica,
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:he sake of the value which is allowec to
every individual, for the criminal whom he
nad previously seduced to violate the law,
and then contrived under the sanction of its
forms, to murder. 'The legislative act which
allows the master an adjudged price for his
guilty slave, is the very compound of all un.
righteousness.

“ Some Slave-holders have been instigated by avarice
and cother woise principles, to compel the creatures
who are so absolutely their dependents, to engage in
deeds nf darkness (o hazardous for themselves. The
morality or the immorality of any action and the moral
fitness ot any state are to be judged by their moral
tendency, if the one were universally practised, and
the other universally prevalent; and as the natural
tendency of absolute domestic slavery among such
creatares as men is to throw the most powerful tempta-
tions to vice in the way both of Master and Slave ;
slavery must be in every instance, inconsistent with
the fundamental principles of moral virtue.”’} « It is
the double curse of slavery, to degrade all who are
concerned with it doing or suffering; and the slave
himself is the lowest in the scale of human beings
except the Slave-Dealer.t” '

“ The Negro, spoil’d of all that nature gave
The free-born man, thus shrunk into a slave,
His passive limbs to measured tasks confined,
Oheys the impulse of another’s mind ;

Denied, though sought with tears, the sad relief
That misery loves, the fellowship of grief.

Not for himself he wakes at morning-light,
Toils the long day and seeks repose at night ;
His rest, his labour, pastime, strength and health,
Are only portions ot a master’s wealth ;

[

Yt Encyclopedia Brittanica. t Montgomerv.
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His tove! O name not love, when Christic:s dootr.
The fruit of love to slavery from the womb.

“ Lives there a savage ruder than the slave!?
Cruel as death, insatiate as the grave,
Is he svho toils upon the walfting flood,
A Christian Broker in the trade of blood ;
Boisterous in speeci, in action prompt and bold;
He buys, he sells—he steals, he kills for gold.

“ Lives there a reptile baser than the slave :
Loathsome as death, corrupted as the grave,
See the dull Creole,} at his pompous board,
Attendant vassals cringing round their Lord ;
He stalks abroad ; through all his wonted rounds,
The Negro trembles, and the lash resounds.
This is the veriest wretch on nature’s face,
Own’d by no countrv; spurn’d by every race.
%lis soul;~=has he a 2oul; whose sensual breast
O¢€ selfish passions is a serpent’s nest ?
‘Whose heart mid scenes of suffering senseless grown,
E’en in his Mother’s lap was chill’d to stone ;
Whose torpid soul no social feelings move ;
A stranger to the tenderness of love.
His motley haram charms his gloating eye,
Where ¢bon, brown and olive beauties vie ;
His children, sprung alike from sloth and vice,
Are born his slaves, and loved at marker price :
Has he a soul !~\Vith his departing breath,
A form shail hail him at thc gates of death,
The spectre Conscience,~shrieking through the gloomsy
Man, we siall meet again beyond the tomb.” §

A human creature is no¢ an article of traffic,
for the law of God gives not the absolute
disposal of one man’s life and freedom to
another. What he has not made an object
" of donation, can never be bestowed by a crea-
“ture ; and as no person can- possibly offer

L

3} Man-thief or 8lave-holder. § Monrgomerts
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any equivalent for a human soul, no purchase
could ever be honestly made of a rational be.
ing ; and of course, he never could be even
claimed, much less stolen and transferred witn.
out the highest degree of iniquity: for no
terrestrial power can possibly legalize that
which God has peremptorily prohibited. 17,

Many persons propagate the notion, that
the acts of earthly Lawgivers can make any
practice legal, however base and corrupt its
tendency : upon the validity of this sentiment,
the superstructure of ‘“detaining men in sla-
very’’ is founded. How does the love of mo-
ney destroy the” vision and deaden the sen.-
sibilities of those who are delivered over to
Its sway b

Cur civil institutions are professedly es-
tablished upon their conformity with the word
of God : and the fundamental principles of the

17. Human legislators should remember, that thev
act in subordination to the great Rvler of the Uni-
verse, that they have no power to take the govern-
ment out of his hand, or to enact laws contrary to
bis mandates ; that if they attempt it, they cannot make
that zizght which he has declared wrong ; and that
they cannot dissolve the allegiance of his subjects
and transfer it to . mselves and thereby free thems-
selves or the people from their obligations to obey
the laws of nature. Legislatures have not thls authoris
ty; and a thousand laws can never make that inne-.
sent, which the divine law pronounces criminal; ov
give them a right to that which the divine law for-

bids them to claim.”’ Rice.
' ”
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social compact, as thev are declared in the
Bills of Rights adopted by the several states,
are generally in unison with the decisions of
the sacred volume. But all these standard
declarations of liberty and justice directly con-
demn the terrestrial authority which infringes
the rights of man, and presuppose, if they do
not openly avow, our dependence upon God,
and the obligation to obey his law, to be par-
amount to any other claim or relation. I'he
Lieaders of the last generation are chargeable
with the most consummate hypocrisy. Be-
fore the world, they boldly denounced the Ty-
rant of Great:Britain; that he would force
the introduction of Africans into these states,
- as slaves. Having thus solemnly challenged
mankind to the contemplation of his unrigh-
teous conduct, whose ¢ insupportable despo-
tism,”” they forcibly rejected ; they authorized
the importation of kidnapped Africans during
a period of thirty years; the whole union is
included in the stigma of having licensed the
enormities of this complicated system of moral
turpitude, and national infamy, this most in-
iquitous traflic of ““incurable injustice” and
barbarity ; and a system which aftorded ample
subject for the display of eloquent invective-
when applied to a foreign Despot, 1s still sanc.
tioned by the law of the land, and the a-
varicious, dissipated propensities of the citi-
zens, although it is directly opposed to truth,
decency, virtue, conscience and God. 18.



DELINEATED. c¥

Every ramification of the doctrine, that one
rational creature can become the properiy of
another, 1s totally repugnant to the rule of
equity, the rights of nature, and the existence
of civil society. ‘Terrestrial governments are
established for no other purpose, than to ex-
ecute the divine will, to secure our individ-
val immunities, and to promote the harmony
and prosperity of those, whose national affuirs
they direct. Hence, the atrocious. crime
for which the men of 1776 declared George
11I. a tyrant, unworthy to reign over a free
prople, may be retorted upon themselves,
and with the additional obloguy that results
from their own censures attached to its per-
petration.

Every attempt to palliate this enormity is
nugatory. Of all his natural and inalienable
privileges, the slave is virtually, if not actually
divested ; his life 1s of no value to him for
he cannot devote it to any useful purposes;
his liberty has altogether flown, for he is in-
carcerated only in an enlarged prison; and
he 1s defrauded of all ability or capacity or
opportunity to pursue the innocent and lau-
dable enjoyments, which Providence may place
within his attainment  Whatever may be the

18 When Columbia opposed the pretensions of
England, she declared that all men bhave the same
rights. After having manifested her hatred against
tyrants, ought she to have abandoncd her principles ?

Othella



Al 3LAVERY

legislative decision or permision, with what.
ever implous usurpations those who assen.-
ted to 1t may be chargeable, the claim to a
fellow.creature as property ong‘mated in the
vilest depravity of man, is perpetuated by the
hard-heartedness and self-delusion of sinners,
and cannot be justified by the acts, however
formal and numerous of any terrestrial gov.
ernment.

The exhibition of our Brethren and Sisters
m a public market for sale and hire; the ex-
amination to which they must submit that
their condition may be gscertained, and the
remarks. which they must hear upon their va.
ried capacities, are the greatest insult to de-
corum, the highest violation of rectirude, and
the vilest outrage which can be offcred te
humanity. Justice frowns upon the obdu-
rate transgressor, who has so far obliterated
his senses as to be unable to distinguish ra.
tional creatures from Horses and Cows; vet
these displays, transfers of human flesh am.
mated by an immortal spirit, professed Chris-
tians behold without any pungency of soul;
until the beneficence of the Gospel has vai-
1shed, and sordid gold becomes the centre
ol every aff: ction and desire.

Reciprocity is a principle acknowledged by
all mankind, incorporated with all our fccl-
wigs, and adopted .n all ous intercourse, and
when 1t is equitably and 1mpartially admin-
tered, it furnishes a safe ground of conduct
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‘i ali cur relative acts. Ay thou hasi done,
.t shall be done unto thee; thy rewurd shall
return upon thine own head.* ‘T'his retsha.
wry docirine, demonstrates that the bondage
of the human species, must be contradiciory
to truth and right; because they who are
~uilty of the hlghebt oppression, “would not
admit the validity of the claim, were an at.
tempt made to enforce 1t upon themselves 19.

What an ntolerable evil ! How incredivie !
How disgraceful ! that men in the Lind of
Liberty and filling official staticns under the
authority of the Book, require to be mstruc-
ted, that to steal, buy and sell men, woimen
and children is coatrary to the Gospel; that
to defiaud the labourer of his hire, to rob
the miid of necessary light and the heart of
indispensable melioration, andfto doom the hu-
fuan race to labour lasting as their existence,
without food, raiment, a habitation, and other

* Obadiah. 15,
9. Tiere is nothing useful but what is just : there

18 no law of nature whiclhh makes one individual de-
pendent on anotiaer : ana all those laws which reason
disa,ows, have no force. Every person brings with
him into the world his title to freedom. Social con-
veations have circumscribed its use, but its limits ought
to be the same for all the members of the community,
whatever be their origin, colour or religion.t I{
you have a righi to make another man a slave, he
has a right io make you a siave.f If we have nc
vight to scll him. no one has a right to purchase
him §

T Le Gente. § Rice. § Ramsay,
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frecessurics to support life and recruit nature
extiausted by endiess fatigue; are towlly in-
computible with the precep:, do justly, love
mercy, and walt humbly with God;* and
that a:l who engage in this odious and most
criginal violation of the eighta commandment,
shouid ctase every preension to Christianty.

Should Providence ever permwit the same
miscry and  wrong, in one instance only, to
assaill us which we have nfhcted, the
naticn would as one man rise to arms.  Conld
a single vessel trom the Gold. coast arrive on
our shores, with impunity escape, and carry
away a hundred families of our white popu-
lation; the injustice, the enormity, the cra-
elty and the abomination of the act wguld be
dilated upon, until language had lost the prac-
ticability of illustrating the subject, and el.
oquence itself had ceased to inteicst. But
nearlv 200 years was this disgraceful proce.
d.re, tolerated and legalized, by suacessive
generations of Columbians ;—for a long time
they dceclared that it was against their con.
sent, the practice being enforced by foreign
al'ntrary power : but their Insincerity is ap.
parent; for as soon as Providence enabled
them to discard all external jurisdiction, they
voluntarily imbued their bands in Negro blood,
and voraciously grasped the price of Alrican
souls. 20.

* Micah 5. 8.
22, Is it not shameful 2o speak as a philocopher,
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Retaliation ! Hew complete weuld be the
petcifaciton  of a feeiing heart, 10 see his
wite and daughter n t‘u rude lm‘(.s of ar:
unfeeling, mercenary dcebauchee, maintained.
as long as convenlent, for impure indulgen.
ces, and then rransferred by the wretch, with
the offspring of his illicit intercourse, Ats own
children, to anothcr unprincipled 'l)mnt, from
him to receive simitar nsults, wirth him tc
realize the same deoradation. You cannot
contempiate without honox, the involuntary
transportation of your family to Guinea; there
o be debased in multiform wretchedness with-
out hope, each member of the family severed
from vou at an immpassable distance, ard
vou obliged to forn an unwilling connection
with another, that you may generate rational
caettle like to \ourscl{ for ’the increase of your
Tyrant’s wealth,

From this view, you with abhorrence avert
vour cyes ; vou shudder at the mention of
such detestable atroc ity ; you declare thut e-
very claim upon you, marked by such char-
acteristics, 1s totsily null, because it is foun-
ded upon a fie; you aver that all the con.-
stituted authorities, even all the people of every
nation in Africa combined, could never trans-
ad to act as a despot; to make fine discourses cn
slavery, and to annex as a commentary, an actual
appression.  ‘T'he legislative system ooght to harmonize
wnh the pxmﬂpleb of the gove:muent  Does this

Jarony L XIst 1 a co: autu'xon reputed free, if slavery
's sanctloned by anthority Firkney.
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form this fiction into wverity, and this vuest of
all thzfts 1o justice ; and you would resent.
fuliy complain, 1hat ““ this mischievous kidnap.
ping, purchace, sale and transfer of me, as
if I were a horse or an ox mcerely for la-
bour, while 1 am not treated with 'as much
carc and kindness as that to which those beasts
are accustomed, 1s the very quintessence of
all infernal brutality.” Your doctrine is ir-
refutale ; 1 1s self-evident ; it is so true, that
it can neither be denied nor proved.

Can you, therefore, hold a slave 2 A sin-
cere Christian cannot engage in this malev.
olent commerce ; this compound of all turpi-
tude. A Preacher of the Gospe! cught not to
be paticntly listened to even. who eloquently
dcpicts the blessings of that Lberty with whick
( hrist hath made us free, while he holds his
fehiun disciple, him to whom he administers
the symbols of a Saviour’s redeeming love,
. a most dreadful and lacerating bondage,
An officer of the Church cannot without the
most deplorable ignorance of himselt, pretend
to believe and soleminly engage to inculcate
the doctrines of the Presbyterian Confession
of Faith, and the Methodist Discipline, who
cuslaves, purchases, transfers, whips, neglects,
starves, and by these accumulated wrongs,
nrobably kills the purchase of Messiah’s blood ?
The Pulpit is dumb and the Lord’s Table is
polluted ; because Preachers a.d Lay-Ofhceers
need to be taught that the greatest possible
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violation of the cighth commandment, cannot
without the most awful delusion be reconcil-
ed with a credible profcssion of Christianity.

““ I'rom what class of persons however low and un.
educated, can you find men so generally dull and
senseless as to have no feeling to the wretchedness
of personal slavery?! What arrogance and blasphemy
i it to suppose that Providence has not endowed
men with equal feelings in all countries! Let
Jook to the words of our Saviour; let us deeply w-. lgh
onec of the most splendid doctrines of the Christian
dispensation, a doctrine, which served more than any
nther to illustrate the unparallelled beauty and grand-
cur of that most amiable of all religions ; a doctrine,
before which slavery was forced to ﬂy and to which
doctrine, I attribute the memorable and ¢lorious fact,
that soon after the establishment of Christianity in
Europe, human slavery was abolished. Thls doctrine
13, high end low, rich and fioor, are equal in the sight
of God! This is a doctrine which requires only to
be daily impressed on the heart of man to extinguish
the term of slave ; ana accordingly, what all the an-
cient systems failed to do, Christiunity accomplished ;
and, vet we find in the anci:nt systems of philosophy,
1 liberality and views of human rights as perfect as
in any theories ot the present day. To the pure light
which this grecat doctrine of our Saviour diffused over
the heart of man, the abolition of slavery must be
ascribed.”’q

Let Afric’s sons before his image bow,

And weave their palmy garlands for his brow,

Who crown’d the work that Clarkson’s zeal began,
And raised the negro to the rights of man.
Fox, call’d to office in an arduous hour, !
Employ’d his ebb of life—his span of power.

To hush the sterm of nations to repose,

Lo heal the long afflicted Lybian’s wos,

® Charies Jamea Foz.

G
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From Christian’s brows to wipe the sangu'rne stiua,
And free his country from the curse of Cain.”’}

«] rest this question on the ground of Religion
and justice. A spirit of fanaticism and bigotry may
be fairly urged on my opponents and not on me.
Theirs are the very prirciples on whick have been
rested the grossest systems of bigotry and supersti-
tion that ever disgraced the annals of mankind. On
what other prineiples was it that Mahomet sent forth
his Mussulmen to ravage the world? Was it not
these that lighted the fires of tke inquisition ? Harve
not both of these systems been founded on the notion
of your having a right to violale the laws of justice,
for the purposes of humanity ! Did they nct both
plead that they were promoting the eternal happiness
of mankind ; and that their proceedings were thercs
fore to be justified on the dictates of true and en.arged
benevolence !  But the religion I profess is of an-
other natnre; it teaches me first to do justice, and
next to love mercy ; not that the claims ot these two
will ever be reaily found to be jarring and inconsistent.
When you obey the law of God, when you atiend to
the claims of justice, you will then also best consult
and most advance the happiness of mankind. This
is true, this is enlarged benevolence ; whose seatis
the bosom of God, her voice the harmony of the world :
all things in heaven and earth do her homage ; the
very least as feeling her care, the greatest as not
axempted from her influence : all with uniform con-
sent, admiring her as the mother of their peace and
10y.

Some persons declare without reserve, that religion,
and ~justice, and humanity command the abolition of
slavery, but that they must oppose the measure be-
cause it is inconsistent with the national interest. What
s this but to establish a competition between God

o i W—

¥ Martin Archer Shee.
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ana Mammicna, zad to adjudge the preference to the
;atter ! Whaat but to dethrone the moral Governor
2i the World, and te fall down and worship the ido!
of Interest ! Come, learn a new code of morality !
We have discarded our oid prejudices; we have dis-
covercd that religion, and justice @nd humanity, are
mere rant and rhapsedy. Thesc are principles which
Lpicurus would have rejected fer their impiety, and
Machiavel and Borgia would have disclaimed as too
infamous for avowal, and ‘o injurious to the general
interests of mankind. If God in his anger would pu-
nish us for this forinal renunciation of his authority,
what severcr vengeance could be inflict than our suc-
cessful propagation of these accursed maxims?

if we determine to surrender ourselves without re.
serve to the domination of hard, unfeeling avarice ;
to sell ourselves for gain ; let us achieve some clearly
profitable villany, some masterstroke of wickedness:
we shall then be justified on our own principles ; but
slavery incurs the utmost guilt in pursuit of the smallest,
and most questionable profit, and discredits not your
hearts only, but your understandings.

As slavery ought indisputably to be considered a
most enormous crime ; it is our duty to prohibit and
puaish, if we cannot effectually annihilate the perpe-
tration ot it. I can admit of no compromise when the
commands of equity and philanthropy are so imperious.
I wash my hands of the blood that will be spiiled.
I protest against it, as the most flagrant violation
of every principle of jusuc<e and humanity. I never
will desert the cause. In my task it is impossible
to tire ; it fills my mind with complacency and peace.
At night I lie down with composure, and rise to it
in the morning with alacrity. I never will desis*
from this blessed work.¥

repn— \

¢ Wilberforce.
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‘Theft 1s the acquisition of another’s goods,
without returning him a satisfuctory equiva-
ient: but the worst of all robbers is he who
steals not the bodies only, but the life and the
souls of men ; and for this felony, no restituti-
on or remuneration can be made.

Every African introduced into this country
was Audnapped. They never voluntarily entered
a slave-ship ; and had they even contracted to
sell their personal freedom, and that of their
posterity for ever, the contract was void ; for
by no compact, could they alienate their inhe-
rent rights. But the theft of the Father and
Mother, in a Slave-holder’s system of morals,
authorizcs him to steal the son and the daugh.
ter, through all generations.

QOur horror at the robbery of the Negros in
Congo, is mitigated by the distance at which
the villany is performed ; but how can men,
who have been kzdnappznfr coloured people,
from their infancy in America, be so misera-
bly self-deluded, so awfully blinded, as not to
know that the highest sin on the Gold-Coast,
when perpetrated in Columbia, 1s vastly sag-
gravated, by the splendid illumination which
we enjoy on all religious subjects—how can
Christian Professors expose themselves to de-
rision, by gravely declaring that Hawkins and
his gang were Negro-Thieves, 300 years ago
on the coast of Africa, but they who have
practised his abominations, through all suc-
ceeding ages here, are innocent Slave-holders *
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How dure Expositors of the Booxk attempt
to persuade persons who hold Slaves, that the
proceeds of man-stealing are now transformed
into honest acquisitions ; that tncurable injust-
ire on the Windward shore, by a voyage over
the ocean, is transmuted into Christian integ-
rity ; and that a man who Adnaps a Parent
is a Monster of Hell ; but if he steals chil
dren, he is an Heir of Heaven ? 21.

21. Every Slave in the Union, has been barbar-
cusly stolen ; all the traffic in Slaves is irreconcilcble
with the frinciples of justice end humanity ; and ev-
ery Negro-Dealer, as Moses and the Supireme law of
the lend prouounce, is a cruel THIEF.

A man who would buy a stolen horse, when he
was privy to the robbery, is innocent, compared with
a Slave-purchascr ; for the former, if convicted, wiil
acknowledge his guilt; but the latter, with his accu-
mulated iniquity, pleads that he is not guilty, while
he kidnapis his ueighbour ; and that he abets not theft,
by re.civing goods knowing them tu be stolen, though
he beheld the Trader rod the firofierty.

From the woinb, the child is doomed te all the
horrors of bondage, and its birth excites joy, only
because it aggrandizes wealth ; for a Tyrant grasps
it, notwithstanding a Father’s claiin, a Mother’s affec-
tion, and in opposition to the command of God, the
law oi nature, the dictates of equity, and the thun-
der of conscience. Thus Professors act, and seduce
their progeny into the ungodiy practice. A4 Swmner
redeemed by grace divine! A chimera! His portion
in Jesus dclivered him not from man-stealing, and if
there were no Penitentiary, he would purloin a horse
or an esiate: and to steal a beast, or to defraud a
man of a section of land, is a wvastly inferior crime,
1n the balance of the Sanctuary, than to kidnep, buv,
eclly or hold g Slave.
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Slavery is unlawful and unscriptural. A Christian
must do unto others, what he would that others should
do unto him; but no slave-holder would have others
to enslave himself; therefore slavery is contrary to
Christianity. Love worketh no il to his neighbour ;
but slavery works the greatest ill: it is contrary to love.

“You are a professor of Religion; you believe that
all mankind are brethren ; that God is their Father;
that Jesus Christ died fo men ; that men ought to
glorify him in body and spirit; that it is just and
merciful to keep the purchase of the blood of Christ
.n slavery | You are a Professor of Religion ; you
nelieve that every man is accountable to God, and
that all mankind must stand befure the judgment scat
cf Christ, to give aen account for the deeds done in
*he body :=~can you answer for the consequences of
slavery ! Alas! is there no contradiction in this pro-
‘ession ? Can reasdn and conscience reconcile such
a scheme ? You are a professor of religion ; you be-
ieve that love to Ged and ali mankind is the true
spirit of Christianity; that this commandment have we
from Lim ; that he who loveth God, love his brother
2ls¢ 3 and that to detain your fellow-creatures in sla-
Jery, is the most excelient way to shew your love
to them? Is it love to little children to keep them
in ignorance and nakedness, to grow up like the
wild ass’ colt, while you are forcing their parents to
labour for you and your’s? Is it kindness to women
that induces you to trample upon virgin modesty,
and all the maternai affections? Is it yeur love to

It is of no importance by what means the Slave
was acquired; whether by our own robbery, purchase
irom the Thief. donation from the primary kidnapper,
or from him to whom he was transferred, or by be-
quest; the guilt is identical : if the rational creature,
a Slave be found in ocur hand ; we are involved in
all the criminality of man-stealing, and shall not es-
cape the retribution of God, when in righteousncss,
the SoN of Max shall judge the world.
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the American Black-man which gives rise to thase
institutions which consign him to etcrnal servitude ?

You are a Minister of the Gospel; you preach de-
liverance to the cafitives ; peace and salvation to a
fallen world through Jesus Christ; you denounce ke
wrath of God which is revealed fron heaven against
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who hoid
the truth in unrighteousncss ; and yet vou hold your
fellow-creatures in slavery !  Zhou that condemnest
others and dest the same thing thyself, rhinkest then
that thou shalt escape the judgment of God 2 You
are a Minister of the Gospii! you are engaged to
recoinmend the religion of the meek and lowly Jesus,
both by precept and example~~does slavery give man-
kind the bhighest idea of the excellency of religion ?

Ah! where is glerying now 2 What advantage
hath the Christian Slave-holder over the Sceptic Phi-
losopher, the Jew, the Turk, or the Pagan? Hhar
eward kave ye 2 what do ye more than others 2 do
w0t even the Publicans, all the natious, the same ?

Slavery is the source of all kinds of injustice ; for
it 1s mcompatible with zquity and civil rights, and is
the greatest of ali tyrannics. The monarchies and ar-
istocracles which have been so often decried by pol-
iticlans, as oppressive and violent, are indefriexdence,
i comparison oi that bondage, ir. which the Ameri-
can Black-man is kept. It exterminates the rights of
women and children; for it is a mere state of bar-
barism, in which neither the delicacy and chastity of
sex, nof the debility and ignorance of children, are
regarded All the physical and commercial distincti-
ons of labour and property are deswroyed by it; for
slavery is a monopoly, which takes from another
what one has no right to claim, and witholds that
which belongs to him.” *

WG

& Snetkin
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What conformity with the moral code, does
a Flesh-dealer cxhibit 2 Thou shalt not kill :
slavery in its most benign form, is slow-paced
murder. Thou shalt not steal : this law, in the
comprehension of the lIsrachites, solely prohi.
bits man-theft, detaining persons in perpetual
bondage. Thou shalt not bear false witness a-
gainst thy neighbour : no man can possess a
slave, until he has virtually sworn, that men,
women and children are brutes. Thou shalt
not covet thy neighbour’s house, thon shalt not
sovet thy neighbour’s wife. nor his man-servant,
nor lis maid-servant, nor his ox. nor /us ass,
nor any thing which 1s thy neighbour’s ;® the
Slave-holder not only smfully desires, but act-
ually steals them, with his neighbour also ;
‘hus consummating his guilt by the most dar-
ing rebellion and transcendent depravity.

Fvery dictate of God’s word is flagrantly
disobeyed ; for reciprocal equity is banished,
35 SOON as sl.wen appears. Thou shalt not de-
JTawud thy neightour, nor rob him : this uncea.
sing cheating and robbery commence when
thc child first breathes, and ends only at his
death.t Thou shalt not oppress him who 1is
boor and needy, lest he cry against thee unto

e Lord, and it be a sin unto thee ; 1s stealing
a man, and giving him no necessaries, oppres-
sion ?1: Thou shalt neither vex a stranger, nor

Eameenalehtny

* Ercdus 20. 13—17. t Leviticus 19. 13.
{ Dcuteronomy 24. 14, 15,



CLLINEATAD. G

oppress fuin: ; they Aolnap the Stranger, to
chain him 1t endicss vexations and calamities. §
Behold, the hire of'the lehourer. who have rea-
ped down your ficlis, which 1s of you kept back
of fraud, crieth: and the cries of them who
have reaped are entered inio the cars of the
Lord of Sabaooth : the Slave-Tvrant’s reapers
are never paid.* Ye shall not affiict any wid-
ow or fatherless : the incessantly aflictive ex-
perience of coloured females and orphans, nei-
ther eloquence can display, nor imagination
comprehend.t 1 will come near to you to judg-
ment ; and I will be a swift witness against
Jalse-swearers, and against those who oppress
the kireling in his wages, the widow, and the
Jatherless, and who turn aside the stranger
Jrom his right, and fear not me, saith the Lord
of {osts ; with this menace, the Slave-holder,
according to his morality, has no connection ;
for a slave is not a hireling, and being a brute,
can neither be a widow nor fatherless, and he
cannot be a stranger turnecd aside from his
rights, he never possessed one, and he was born
on the plantation : but the Man-Thief may re-
collect, that his _false swearing affords him the
only basis for these excuses.|| Jn the midst of’
thee, have they dealt by oppression with the
stranger : is 1t oppression or Christianity, to
kidnap mcen, and ceasclessly torment them,

Sapen———

§ Exodus 22. 21 ¥ Jamzos 5. 4.

-it 4":.1 :“4 S 2:. 2‘2' “ A’Q ‘I rn-' S' 5‘
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until theyr cie.y Rob not the poor, beciuse Lo
is poor ; .rior oppress the affiicted m the gate ;
Jor the Lord will plead their cause, and spoi!
trie soul gf those who spoiled them : are slaves
rich ? is not oppression daily added to their
distresses ? has a Slave-holder the fear of God
before his eyes ? does he anticipate remunera-
tion, with the measure that he meted misery 2%
Loose the bands of wickedness, undo the ficavy
burdens, let the oppressed go free, take away
the yoke : if the Lord had commanded Flesk-
Merchants to act precisely contrary, how ex-
actly would they have complied ! They bind
the bands of wickedness they aggravate the
heavy burdens, they incarcerate the oppressed,
they increase every yoke, they starve the hun.
gry, they banish the poor, they pillage the na-
ked, they despise their brethren, they contemn
the African, they converse in hes, and they
multiply the afflictions of the wreiched. Yet
they have the impudent hypocrisy to pretend
that they are Messias’ Disciples! § 22.

9§ Ezekiel 22. 7 * Proverbs 22. 2%, 23.
t Isaiak 58. 6, 7, 9, 10.

22. But the hiring of slaves involves the sin eof
stealing them, as it is an encouragement for the kid-
napper to repeat his crime : and the payment of the
Labourer as well as the Master will not exonerate
any man from a participation in the guilt. He aids
the Man-thief ; for he snpports another who defrauds
his neighbour, who robs him of his wages, and whe
thereby perpetuates his op~ressions.
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¥ rom the dawniug of life until aged decrep-
stude, barbarity, and injustice, air thic Slave’s
uniform portion ; his existence 1s abbreviated,
and dissolution 1s his only comfort. His ter-
restrial pilgrimage is toil and pain ; his corse
is interred without sympathy ; no Christian
recollections mingle around the grave which
¢ntfombs the sleeping dust: he lived in scorn,
his death excites no regret but the loss of gain,
and he 1s deposited in oblivion, urtil the mor.
ning of the resurrection. 23.

The Renter of Slaves is generally more rigid and
severc even than the Kidnapper hunscif: for the latter
shews thein, the kindness which is indispensable to
promote his interest, and thus in some measure and
at ccrtain intervals admits one cheering ray iuto the
gloom : but the Hirer’s soie study is to ascertain by
what process he can drive the poor creatures so as
to procure from them, during the period of posses-
sion, for their death he is not responsible, the utmost
quantum of labour, at the least practicable expence.
Although he retains no slaves as the produce of his
own theft, he unites with a Man-Merchant. pays him
for his iniquity, and joins to defraud the poor of his
recompense, and to augment the agonies of the miser-
able. Some other cause, and not religion or consciernce
hinders him from Negro-stealing; and he who rents
a slave, is partaker of his crime who sto.e him, and
can make no juster pretensions,4o the character of a
Christian than the Kidnapfier himself : for ke hates
instruction, and casts the words of God behind him ;
when he sees a thief, then he consents wiih him ;
he gives his mouih to evil, and his tongu: frames
deceit.d Therciore he is a wicked sinner.

t+ Psalm 50. 17—=19,

23. 29 the law and to the tostimony @ if they
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Notwithstanding all *he political evils in ou:
country combined are rifling, when connasted
with the social wiaschief which slavery dif-
fuses ; and alihough its compound iniquity
far «xceeds any other sin against God and
our uncighbour that we can possibly practise:
for it 15 a most audacious rebellion and false-
hood against Jchovah 3 1t 1s impious disobe-
dicnce to the Saviour, and 1t is cruelty, pol-
sficak not according . !lis word, it is because they
huve no Hght i them.

Isalalh 5. 20, 23. Isaiah 1. 4. Isaiah 10 I, 2.
Isaiah 5 8. Ezckicl 22. 12, 13 Jeremiah 22. 13,1 17.
Isuiah 59. 3, 4, 6. 7, 8, 13, 14, 15. Luke 11. 46, 52.
Joel 3 6—8 J. remiah 5. 26, 27. Isaiah 56. 11,
Jeremiah 5. 30, 31 Iaiah 29. 13.  Amos 1. 6,
9—11. and 2. 6, 7, 12. and 4. 1—5, 12. and 8 4—6.
Zechariah 7. 8, 10. an' 8. 16, 17 J.el'emlah 7 4—6,
8—1.. Jeremiah 6. 13—15. Ezckiel 22, 23—31.
Isaiah 1, ¥1, 12—20, 23, 28.

T ue delineation of Jewish Afan-stcalers, 2500 years
since, is a most graphical portraiture of Christian
Negro-Pediars ! and it might be presumed, that these
prophetical narrations of the llnquny which existed
among the children of Isracl, with the denunciations
that accompany them, were recorded for imitation
and an encouragement to duty, rather thdn for admo-
nition and an impediment to crime.

The scricus Inquiper for truth, ought to peruse
most attentively every Scnpmre avhich is alluded to
or cited. Scott, in his Commentary, boldly affirms,
lucidly explains, and irrefragably demonstrates our
doctrine.

Y This single text might convince any Chrisiian
of the iniguity of Slsve-holding. Garretson.
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lation, and improbity towards man; yet
Preachers, Church.Officers and Christian Pro-
fessors either participate in these enormities,
or palliate them to disguise their horrors, or
by their silence connive at the perpetrators, and
by acknowledging them as Messias’ disciples,
sanction their ungodly transactions.

Many transgressions incompatible with
the dicta of the Boox, may be upbraided with
all apostolic fervor: but f a Preacher desirous
that Ac may be pure from the blood of all men,
shuns not to declare the whole counsel of God
introduces Negro-stealing, within the walls of
the temple ; the reproaches, the contempt, the
hatred, the persecution and the menaces which
overwhelin him, evince that Slavery is 3 Le-
gion of Devils. O Jesus, Son of the most High
God, send them into the swine !

It is impossible to amalgamate a system.
which boldly anas to overthrow the jurisdic-
tion of Heaven, with due submission to Jeho-
vah’s authority, or to prcve him who joins
in such audacity, the humble docile follower
of the Lamb ;—much less can the quintes.-
senee  of cruelty be combined with the bene-
ficence of the Book, or a man void of all
sensibility be animated with Apostolic love ;
equally inefficient would be every attempt, to
conneot the perennial impudent falsehoods of
slavery, with the unimpeachable uniform vera-
city of divine Revelation, or to demonstrate

that an unvarying Falsifier is an acceptable
H
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Disciple of the feart-searching God, who de-
sires truth in the inward parts ;—and not less
oreposterous would be the endeavour, to
cement the continual unrighteous 1impositions
of Man-stealing with the constant unbounded
rectitude of heart, lip, and life, of body, soul,
ond spirit, which the Gospel demands, or to
evince that the same mind is in him which
wwas also in Christ Jesus, and that Paui’s in-
tegrity directed the malign proceedings of an
impenitent, ceaseless, cruel Thef!

T'hat Man-stealers can possibly declare be-
fore the Church, that they believe the Presby-
terian Confession of Faith, and the Methodist
Dicipline ; that they can venture to preach
concerning justice, mercy, and pardon upon
cvangelical principles ; that they can unblush.
ingly presume to serve at the Table of the
Liord ; or that they can calmly seat them.
selves around the sacred board—is a manifest
demonstration of that obduracy of heart, which
sin naturally engenders, and of that blindness
of wvision, which nothing but the Holy 8pirit’s
energy can practicably remove. |

Our life past may suffice us to have wrought
the will of the Gentiles : now it is hgh time
to awake out qf sleep, to discard this iniquity,
to repent, and to reform this atrocity ; or we
may fearfully anticipate that, He who holdeth
the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh
in the midst of the seuen golden canalesticks,
will come unte us gquickly, and will remove
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vur candlesticn out of his place, except we re-
pent s that he will lay his ax unto the root
of the tree, fiew tt down, and cast it into the
fire : and thet He whose fun is in his pand,
will thoroughly purge his floor and gather
his wheat nto the garner ; but je will bur::
up the chaff with unquenchable fire.

Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do
men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles ?
Even so every good tree bringeth forth good
Jruit ; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil
Jruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit,
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good
fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good
Jruit is hewn down. and cast into the fire.
W/zcrffare by their fruits ye shall know them.
The fruit is a destruction of every devotional
temper, the tree is daring impiety : the tree
is lcessant cruelty, the fruit is unparalleled
insensibiiity to human wo; the tree is in-
variable deception, the fruit is unintermitted
falsehood ; and the fruits are every diversi-
ficd unrighteousness, the tree is uninterrupted
injustice : thercfore, as all the fruits are atro-
ciously and detestably corrupt, the tree itseif
must be incorrigibly rotten.

As no participant in this complicated enor-
mity can possibly be innocent of the guilt
which it comprises ; every Slave-holding Pro-
fessor, is  either so wretchedly besotted by
the 1fluerce of sin as to be wiltully ignorant of
the true aature and reguisitions of the Gospei,
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or he has assumed a profession of Christiauity
as a cloak for his malignant and ungodly con-
duct; hence, whether he be perversely de-
Inded, or a contumacious deceiver, unless
hie manifest a sincerc contrition, by immediate-
v desisting from cll cuncern with a com-
bination of impiety, barbarism, falschcod and
dishonesty, he ought de facto, to be excom-
municated from the Church of God.



CHAPTER IV.
— . D | e—

SLAVERY INCOMPATIBLE WiTR THE GOSPEL.

SLAV ERY is adverse to all the principles
and requisitions which the Scriptures reveal.
The purchase, or sale, or vassalage, or in-
voluntary hire of men or women destroys the
rights which are granted to the human family
by the God of Nature ; extinguishes all capo-
city tur the fulfilment of terrestrial duties and
a cormpliance with divine injunctions ; nulli-
fies the evangelic law of love and equity;
and 1s unequivocally denounced by the Holy
Bible, as the highest degree of crlmmallty
connected with  this tempordl state of pro-

bation.

The holder of Slaves supposes, that no othcr
rights belong to them than those of natural life, with
the food and rahnent neccssary to their subsistence.
Rut scripture and reason eoncur in teaching us that
var.gus other rights belung o them. It cannot be
denicd that the -labour of a grown persor under ary
proper direction, is of far more value than so much
food aud raiment as are necessary to his subsistence ;
and that he is, therefore, entitled, to more than the:
as Lis wages. YVhoever denies him this right violates
the iaw and exposes himself to the curse of God.
Qlusters, give unto your scrvants that swhich is juse
and equal: knowing that ye alsoc have a Masier ir
heaven.*  I'he childrer of a slayve Lave the same righs

* Cologsignus 4. 1,
2
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to receive a religious education from him, which tie
children of any other person have to receive that
benefit from their parent, who is beund to bring then:
uft in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.t E.
very person as a rational creature, has a right to
be exempted from the ordinary engagements of his
secular busmess, during the time which he ought to
¢mploy in the public and private exercises of God’s

worship. When a master pretends to have the power
of keeping one whom he calls his slave from a duc
attendance on God in his ordinances, he blasphemously
assumes the power of robbing God. He is chargeable
with the crime of Pharoah, in refusing to let Israel
¢o, and serve the Lord. Negros have the same right
with others, to be freed from restraints that are un-
necessary to any good end, or in matters of mere
indifference, in which the word of God has left men
free. Such privileges may be sometimes ailowed to
slaves by way of special mdu!gence ; but their claim
0 them as their just right, is not admitted by the
system of slavery which now exists; and the cnjoy-
ment of some of thcm is evidently incompatitle with
ithe system.}

““ il things whatsoever ye <would that men shonld
do to yau, do ye even 8o ta them. It is a golden
rule which ought te be constantly in the minds of
all men ; it recommends itself to every man’s reason
and conscience, as completely wise and good. Every
one implicitly appeals to it as worthy of the highest
regard, when his own rights are violated by his neigh-
pour ; nor must the slave-merchants be considered as
insensible to the excellence of this moral precept,
when their own nersons, families or interests are con-
cerned. Nay, would nst (he indignation and anguish
of the Slave-Micrchant himself be almost inexpressible,
were his affectionate wife and dutiful children stolen

t Ephecsians 6. 4.
} Brown’s Dictionary o the Holy Bible.
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from his bosom, and sold as slaves for the remainder
of their lives; and surely if any man upon earth
deserves to be so treated, it must be who has made
it his business to trade in the piersons of men,* and
to enslave his innocent fellow-creatures. But if the
Sovereign Lord of ail regard the cry of the prisoner,
the voice of the captive, the lamentation of human
misery ; if he avenge the blood of his servants so
cruclly tortured and murdered, by the hard-hearted
task-masters appointed over them ; and if he say, @
earth, cover not thou their blood.t

“ The uareasonableness of perpetual unconditienal
slavery may easily be inferred froin the righteous and
benevolent doctrines and duties taught in the New
Testament. It is contrary to that excellent precept
laid down by the divine Author of the Christian in-
stitution, Whatsoever ye would tkhat men should do
unto you, do ye even 80 to them. A precept so finely
calculated to t€ach the duties of justice, te enforce
their obligation and induce the mind to obedience,
that nothing can excel it. No man, when he views
the hardships, the sufferings, the excessive labours,
the unreasanable chastisements, the separation between
husbands and wives, betwcen parents and children,
can says were I in their place, I should be contented ;
I so far approve this usage, as to believe the law
that subjects me to it, to be perfectly right: that
1 and my posterity should be denied the pretection
of law, and be exposed to suffer all these calamities;
though I rever forfeited my freedom, nor merited
such treatment, more than others. No; there is an
honest Sometking in our breasts which bears testimony
agaiust this as unreasonable and wicked. 1 find it
in my own breast, through all the chauges of time,
the influence of custom, the arts of sophistry, and the
fascination of interest. It is a law of my nature; a
apnen’

* Ezekiel 27. 13. | o

¥ Wood’s Dictionary of the Holy Bible.,
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law of mote ancient date than any act o pariiament
and which no legislature can ever repeal. It is a
law inscribed on every human heart; and may there
be seen in legible characters, unless it is blotted by
vice, or the eye of the mind blinded by interest. Should
I do any thing to countenance this evil, I should fight
against my own heart ; should I not use my influence to
annihilate it, my own conscience would condemn me.”
¢ Slavery naturally tends to destroy all sense of
justice and equity. It puffs up the mind with pride;
teaches youth a habit of looking down upon their
fellow creatures with contempt, estceming them as
Dogs or Devils, and imagining themselves beings of
superior dignity and importance, to whom all are in-
debted.  This banishes the idea, anl unqualifies the
mind for the practice of common justice. If I have
all my days, been accustomed to live at the expence
of a black man, withcut making him any compensa-
:lon, or considering myseclf at all in his debty I can-
not think it any great crime to live at the expence
of a white man. If I rcb a black man without guilt,
1 shall contract no great guilt by robbing a white
mat. If I Lave becn accustomed: to think a black
:nan was made for me, I may easily take it into my
head to thiuk so of a white man. If I have no sense
ol obligation to do jus:ice 10 a black man, I can have
4itie to do justice to a white man. In this case, the
dnge of our skins, or the place of our nativity, can
-naxe but little diffcrence. If I am in principle a
iriend to slavery, I cannot, to be consistent, think it
iy c.ime to rob wmy country of its property anc free-
dom, whenever my iutcrest calls, and 1 find it in
wy power. It T make any d:fference here, it must
Jc owing to a vicious education, the furce of preju-
lice, or pride of heatt. If i principle a fricnd to
stavery, 1 cannot feel mysell obliged to pay the debt
due to my neighbour. 1f I can wrorg him of all his
pussessions, and avoid the law, ajl is wcll’'®

» Rice.
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v The holding of Negros in perpetual slavery is
mconsistent with the honour and brotherly 1n7v:. whieh
Christians acknowledge to be due to all men. :Jonour
all men. The Lord make you to increase and abound
in {ove to one another and to el men* We are to
love and honour all men as partakers of the same
human nature, as descended from the same original
pareat. God hath made of one blood all nations, and
hath determined the bounds of their habitations. Also
as having immortal souls capable of saving grace,
capable of being members of Chrisi and temples of
the Holy Ghost. But the slavery, in which the negros
are now detained, indicates hatred and contempt, in-
stead of honour and love ; while it is invidiously ree
stricted to those of a certain country and complexion ;
it deprives them of several of the common rights of
man ; and exhibits them to be bought and sold like
beasts,

“ The evil consequences which have constantly at.
tended the slavery of Negros, are sufficient to make
every Christian abhor it. It is shocking to relate the
many instances, disgraceful to human nature, of the
dreadful punishment inflicted on these miserable cap-
tives for slight offences, of the excessive labour to
which they are compelled, of the scanty and unwhole-
some allotment that is given them of the necessaries
of life, and of other sorts of cruel treatment, The
education of slaves in the principles of our hely Re.
ligion, is almost universally neglected. Hence, espe-
cially where they are numerous, they are grossly
ignorant of religion and openly itnmoral in their prace-
tice. l'hus a race of heathens er infidels is propa-
gated ; whose example and conversation must be an
infectious and destructive plague to the rest of the
inhabitants of the land. WNor is there any reasonable
prospect of the reformation of Negros in a state of
slavery ; for the masters are generally possessed with

* | Peter 2, 12 1 Thessalonians 3. 12.
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a nntion, that Negros are unteachable, and that know-
ledge .would render them more intractable ; and the
negros are naturally prejudiced against the instructions
of their oppressors.”*

“ Liberty conducts to every thing that is sublime
in genius and virtue, while slavery extinguishes all.
What sentiments of dignity or of respect, can those
mortals have for themselves, who are considered as
cattle, and who are often staked, by their masters, at
cards or billiards, against barrels of rice or other mer-
chandize. What can lLidividuals perform when de-
graded b-olow the condition of brutes, overwrought,
covered with rags, famished by hunger, and for the
slightest fault torn by the bloody whip of an Overseer?
Slavery supposes all the crimes of tyranny, and com-
monly engenders all its vices ; virtue can hardly thrive
among men who have no e¢onsideration, who are
soured by misfortune, dragged into corruption by the
example of crimes, driven from all honourable or sup-
portable ranks in socicty, deprived of religious and
moial instraction, placed in a situation where it is
impossible to acquire knowledge, or struggling against
obstacles which oppese the developement of their
faculties. In their place, perhaps, we should have
been less virtuous, than the virtuous among them, and
moreg vicious than their worst characters; for their
vices are the work of the nations called Christian.”’}

¢ Where is the charter found to sanctify
Despotic, base, unqualified controul,
O’er strength and will, by man enthroned o’er Man?
In Revelation’s code you find it not,
Nor in Creation’s multifarious laws.
The will of Heaven, when unreveal’d by Christ,
Or by the sacred organe of his word,
Is sought and found in the primeval light,
Which Nature sheds through her expanded spheres.
But when with Gospel-day this light combines,

——

* Brown’s Dictionary af the Bible., t Gregoire.



ANTUT-CRRISTIAN. ¢35

“he roor. who doubts, who asks for ciearer proof,
Must hood-wink’d be indeed, and darkness lqve.
That such resistless evidence obtains,

To evince Demonjac Slavery’s turpitude,

With all the powers of brightest Truth appears,
To the impartial mind that vicws each scurces
Whence. the full streams ¢f testimony flow.

Lach text of sacred Writ enjoining love,

Affection, justice, mercy, meekness, peace ;

And piety establishes this truth,
‘That Slavery contravenes the law of God !*

Revealed religion is predicated upon the na.

tural equality, the individual responsibility,
the reciprocal duties of the human family, and
the paramount claims of the most high God to
the services, and the obedicnee of all his crea-
tures. Slavery does not merely diminish the
energy, and mitigate the obligation of the sac.
red striptures, butit totally nullifies all the
fundamental principles of Christianity.

~ Paul assured the Areopagites, that (God
made of one flesh, all nations of men.t The
dissimilarity of the rational species, upon the
pretext of colour, is consequently a chimera ;
and if the members of the various countries of
the globe are derived from a different origin,
thev cannot be bound by the same laws as our-
selves. This aggravates the iniquity of Slave-
holding to an inconceivable degree, because it
pre-supposes the right to grasp every reasona-
ble creature who bears not our own external

- Danicl Bryan
3 Acts 17. 24—26.
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conformation, or whosc features differ : but
the same principles in re-action would justify
every country in enslaving its neighbours, and
every individual, who could effect it, in steal-
ing his inferior or dependent.

“« A slave is a free n:oral agent legally deprived
of free agency, and obliged to act according to the
will of another free agent of the same species; and
yet he is accountable to his Creator for the use
which he makes of his own free agency. When a
man, though he can exist independent of another,
cannot act independent of him, his agency must de-
pend upou the will of that other ; and therefore he
is deprived of his own free agency : and yet, as a free
agent, he is accountable to his Maker for all the deeds
done in the body. This comes to pass through a great
omission and inconsistency in the legislature. They
ought farther to have enacted, in order to have been
consistent, that the slave should not have been ac-
countable for any of his actions ; but that his master
should have answered for him in all things, here and
hereafter. That a slave has the capacities of a free
moral agent will be allowed by all. That he is de-
prived of the exercise of these powers, evidently ap-
pears from bis situation. That he is accourtable
to his Maker for his conduct, wili be allowed by those,
who do not believe that human legislatures are omni-
potent, and can free men from this allegiance and
subjection to the King of Heaven.”’§

Slavery is the legitimate offspring, and the
frequent cause ofa rejection of the BOOK.
Christian Instructors may justly be alarmed ;
they cannot be silent upon man-stealing, much
less excuse, defend, or engage'in it, without a

]

% Rice.
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virtual admiss:on that divine revelation is not
our sole mfallible directory. 24.

Men calumniate the coloured peopic, that
they may claimn a right to enslave them ; and
for justification of their culpable conduct. The
accusers are both judges and executioners,

“ A thousand times have they tortured the sacred
writings, to find an apology for slavery, altuough the
scriptures declare, that all are children ¢f the same
Licavenly Father: all merials are sprung frem the same
family ; religion admits of ne distinction. In the church,
the poor man raiscs his humiliated form, and the rich
regard Lim with respect ; § there the auditors are re-
minded of thcir primitive cquahty, before a God who
is no resprecter of frersons ; and there the heavenly
oracle proclaims, that we ought to do Zo others that
which we wish to be duvme to us. The christian re-
ligion alone places the weak under the protection of
the strong ; and consoles the unhappy, whatever be
their country, their colour or religion. The parabie
of the Samaritan imprints on slave-holders the seal of
reprobation ; and is an aknthema against every person
who excludes from the circle of his charity a single
individual of the human race® History attests, that
the friends of despoutism and impiety are always the
dcfenders of slavery and irreligton.’ t

Slavery extinguishes all the rights of man :
from his equal rank in creation, the slave is

24. « If the plague had rewards and pensions to be-
stow, it would find apologists ; but in defending the
poor and the oppressed, as we must struggle against
power, riches and frenzy, we may expect nothing
but calumny, injuries and persecutions.”

Frafolosarpi.

t Paley. ¥ Luke 10. 25—381. t Gregoric.
1
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ignominicusly debased to a brute ; and tlie

:mmunities which naturally inkere to him, are
all stolen. The Thief becomes a despot, and
the kidnapped immortal is buried in terrestrial
vassalage, without hope and without end. His
life is at the disposal of a barbarian, who may
render it as wretched as he will uncontrouled,
or shorten its duration by every rcfinement of
torture : of his freedom he is altogether dives-
ted : and his labour, his comforts, his children,
and his all, are the property of the most guilty
violator of the eighth commandment. What
peculiarly  daring «ffrontery do men display,
when they assume the gurb of religion, and
deny its most obvions principles, its most lum-
inous prescriptions, and its most tremendous
denunciations. Can he be g3 Christian who ab-
rogates the BO0OK ?

“ The principles of conjugal love and fidelity in
the breast of a virtuous pan, of natural affection in
parents, and a sense of duty in children. are inscribed
there by the finger of God ; thcy are the laws of heaven :
but an enslaving law directly opposes them, and vir-
tuaily forbids obedience. The relations of husband and
wife, of parent and child, are formed by divine au-
thority and founded on the laws of nature. Butitis
in the power of a cruel master, and of a necdy cre-
ditor, to break those tender connections, and for ever
to scparate those dearest relatives. This is ever done
at the call ot interest or humour. The poor sufferers
may expostulate ; they may plead; may plead with
tears ; their hearts may bredk ; but all in vain. The
'aws of nawure are violated, the tender ties are dis-
solved, 3 fina] separation takes place, and the cuties
of these relations can ng longer be performed, uoj
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Canr Somiorts enjoyed. Would these slaves perform
-he duties of hushands and wives, parents and children ;
the law disables them, it puts it altogether out of
their power. In these cases, it is evident shat the
:aws of nature, or the laws of man are wrong; and
which, none is at a loss to judge. The divine law
says, whom God joins together, let nc man put asundcr.
The law of man says to the master of the slave, though
the divinc law has joined them together, you may
put them asunder when you please. The divine law
says, !rain upp a child in the way he should go ; the
law of man says, you shall not train up your child,
but as your master thinks proper, The divine Jaw
says, honour your father and mother, and obey them
in all things ; but the law of man says, honour and
obey your master in all things, and your parents just
as far as hc shall direct you. Should a master com-
mand his slave to steal, and he should presume to
disobey, he is liable to suffer every extremity of punish-
ment, short of death or amputation, from the hand
of his master ; at the same time he is liable to a punish-
ment equally or more severe, if hc obey. He is bound
by law, to do that if his master pleases, for which
the law condemns him to death.

“ A slave, being a frec moral agent, and an ac-
counitable creature, is a subjeet capable of religion
and morality ; but deprived by law of the means of
instruction in the doctrines and duties of morality, any
further than his master pleases. It is in the power
of the master to deprive him of all the means of re-
ligious and moral instruction, either in private or in
public. Masters actually exercise this power, and re-
strain their slaves from the mecans of instruction, by
the terror of the lash. Slaves have not opportunity,
at their own disposal, for instructing conversation ; it
is put out of their power to lcarn to read ; and their
masters restrain them trom other means of informa-
tion. Masters designedly keep their slaves in ignor-
ance, lest they shonld beceme too knowing to answer
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their selfish purposes; and too wise to res' easy i
their degraded situation. In this case, the law operates
so as to answer an end directly opposed to the proper
end of all law. Itis pointed against every thing d-ar
to them ; against the principal end of their existence.
It supports in a land of religious liberty, the severest
persecutions ; and may operate so as totally to rob
multitudes of their religious privileges and the rights
of conscience.

“ A slave i1s bound to spend his life in the service
of another, to whom he owes nothing, is under no
obligation ; who is not legally bound to find him
victuals, clothes, medicines, or any other means -of
preservation, support or comfort. A slave is bound
te spend his life in the service of his master, and he
is not indebted to his master, is under no obligations
to him. How can he possibly be indebted to him,
who deprives him of liberty, property, and every thing
dear to a human creature 2 All he receives is the
bare means of subsistence; and this not bestowed un-
til he has earned it; and then not in proportion to
his labour; nor out of regard te him, but for selfish
purposes. This bare support the master is not bound
by law to give; but is left to be guided by his own
interest or humour ; and hence the poor slave often
falls short of what is necessary for the comfortable
support of the body. The ma-:ter is the enemy of the
slave ; he has made open war against him, and is daily
carrying it on by unremitted efforts. Can any one
imagine, that the slave is indebted to his master, and
bound to serve him? Whence can the obligation
arise ! What it is founded upon? What is my duty
tc an enemy, that is carrying on war against me ?
In some clrcumstances, it is the duty of the slave to
serve ; but it is a duty he owes himself, and not his
master.

The master infflicts upon him, all the punishment
the human body is capable of bearing ; and the law
snpports him in it: if he does but spare his lifa and
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limbs, he dare not complaiu, none can hear and re-
lieve him, he has no redress under heaven. When

we consider these things, 1t must appear wunjust to
the last degree, to force a fellow creature, into this
wretched situation; aed confine him and his poste-
rity in this bottomless gulf of wretchedness for ever.
Where is the sympathy, where the tender feellags
of humanity ! Where is the heart that melts not at
this scene ot wo? Who is not tired with indignation,
to sce such injustice and cruclty countenanced by
civilized nations, and supported by the sanction of
the law ? *

If holy resentment is excittd at the support
given 1o such criminality by national reguiati-
oas, what Christian comnuscrates not those,
who dcfend this villany, and who consent
with a Man stealer, by acknowledging him an
acceptable believer ; thus wransforming the e-
ternal reprobation which Gud has afixed upon
siavery into a ratification of their ungodliness.
Are not these ccclesiasticai Ofhcers, bdnd
watchmen, shepherds who cannot understund,
looking to thetr own way, every one for lis
gain from his cwn NEcro gquurter 2t Did all
the Preachers faithiuily dilcate this niquity,
and the curse which attends it, siavery would
immediately expire. |

As xnduxduals, we are accountable to Ccd
for ull our actions ; but by denying to our fel-
low creatures, the use oi *ieir reason, the. ac-
quisition of knowledge, and the exercise of
their powers, we interpose a claim -between

h—

* Rice. t Ivaiah 56. 10. 11,
| 2
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the Creator and man, equally iusutting to Je.
hovah, disgraceful to the church, and injuri-
ous to our neighbour. By refusing him rc-
quisite instruction, we cxtinguish his capacity,
and by chaining his will; we preclude his obe-
dience to the divine commands. Ere_ long
eternity opens to our incredulous eyes; the
Lord of the servants cometh, and reckoneth
with them ; the Kidnapper and his Slave, the
Liegislator and the Preacher stand before the
righteous Judge. The Man-stealer pleads n-
terest as his apology : the Property excuses
himself upou the impracticability of fulfilling
his duties : and the Legislator urges the exi-
agency of the case, and the bad policy of e-
mancipation. The Minister is addressed : dids:
thou inculcate, that the Slave Merchant was
the greatest criminal in society 2 didst thou
enjoin the exhibition of love, and justice, and
mercy ? didst thou preach defiverance to the
captive ? didst thou warn the Langiver of his
usurpation, in enacting laws subversive of my
supremacy, contradictory to my word, dero-
gatory to thy nature, and condemned by thy
conscience ? No, Lord—7 was afraid, and
went and lud thy talent in the earth. ‘Thou a
Christian and a Slave-holder ! thy poruon is
with thieves. Thou a man and not obey my
commands ! but ¢hou didst not know thy Lord’s
will, thou shalt be beaten with few stripes.
Thou a Legislator, and overturn the law of
God ! Theu didst love and make a lie : drown
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him and his policy in everlasting fire. Thou
a Waurzhman, and not adimonish them: cast
ye the unprofitable servants into outer darkness.
Gop BE MERCIFUL TO WS SINNERS!

Slave-holders plead that they are Christians.
In what principles does Christianity consist ?
Buy ing souls, kidnapping children, tormenting
women, brutalizing men, robbing the labour-
er, and oppressing the innocent captive ; then
are they indeed Saints /

But the Book unequivocally declares, that
to enslave a man is the highest kind of theft ;
to purloin children is the compound of all rob.
bery, as it steals a Father’s joy, a Mother’s
tenderness, @ Brother’s delight, and a Sister’s
affection ; to cxcruciate a female by stripes or
by violation, is the heighth of barbarity ; to
divest man of his rational characteristics is the
most diabolical impiety ; to defraud the friend-
less and overpowered dependent of his just
recompense, is the very mass of all injustice ;
to destroy feminine modesty is the source of
all other crimes personal and relative ; to pro-
fane the sabbath absolutely disavows the au-
thority of God, and salvation by Christ Jesus ;
and to prolong human existence in agony,
the mind bereft of all consolation and the bo-
dy of needful support is a concatenation of
cime indescribable. Can the perpetrators, the
defenders, the compromisers, the participators,
and the connivers, who by any mode protract



104 SLAVERY

such inexpressible flagitiousness * be Chist-
lans 2 25.

The Booxk condemns this turpitude as the
most atrocilous criminaiity : and no man can
momeniarilly admit, that unerring rectitude
sanctions a system of miquity. Whether we
advert to the motlvcs, the objects, or the re-
sults of slavery, it is totally incompatible with
Christianity.

Slave-holding is a substitution of Mammon
for God. Avarice originated and perpetuates
man-stealing. Wealth is the sole desire of
every flcsh-merchaut 5 and all 7raders in the
persons of men. exhibit conduct, which is as
essentially  different from the devotional, phi-
lauthropic, and cquitable demands of the gos-
pel, as the purity of Paradise is dissimilar 0
the depravation of Pandemonium.

Are anv persons so lamentably blind, that
they cannot dis ern the anti-chuistiunity  of
robbing the rights of mun, the nmjicty of
turning the biind from the way, disobedience
n rendcrmg‘ all sacred ordinances a nullity,
cruelty in the diversified pain with which thn.y
have burdened their servants. and dishonesty
in falschool, fraud, and s'ealing, who should

25. Sceptics, Infidels, aud Worldlings ridicule the
endeavour to combine Siaverv and Christianity ; and
acknowledge that it is utterly impracticable, to coms-
pound Gospel Moraity, Columbian Rcpublicanisw,
Justice and Humanity, with the uafﬁc in human
flesh, and blood, and souls.
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expose their delusions, and rouse them from
their stupor 2 The Minister of the Sanctuary.26.

Persons through ‘Satanic delusion, will hear
the most solemn vcrities, unaffected. An Ex.
positor of the scriptures may. enfoice justice
and mercy ; but the Slave-holder avows, that
he1s a nqhteous man, for he only bought his
Negro and kidnapped the children ; he did not
sail to Alfrica and transport them : he alleges,
that he is merciful, ifor he bestows upon his
slaves, meat once daily, his neighbours give
them none. A Preacher should demonstrate,
that his pretended jus:ice is a cheat ; his mer-
cy is savageness ; and that e who turns cway
kis ear fron hearing the law. even his prayers
are an abomination to the Lord. He regards in-
tquity in his heart, the Lord will not hear him.
But if the Purrrty the Trumpet gives an un-
ccrtain sound, none can prepare himself Sor
the battle.

To pray and kidnap ! to commune and rob
men’s all ! to preach justice, and stea/ the la-
borer with his recompente! to recommend
mercy to others, and exhibit cruelty in our
own conduct ! to explain religious duties, ard

26. The clergy, by their vocation, are the messen-
gers of truth ; they ought to watch socicty, to ex-
pose its errors, and bring the wicked back to truth
and virtue ; if their conduct be otherwise, the public
sins will fall on their head. They know not the
truth, or they dare not reveal it, and are therefore,
partners in national crimes. Cugoana.
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ever impede the performance of them ! to pré.

pound the example of Christ and his Apostics,
and declare that a Slave-holder imitates them !
to rnjoin an observance of the Liord’s dav, and
drive the slaves from the temple of God ! to
inculcate every social affection, and instantly
exterminate them ! to eXpatiate upon bliss et-
ernal, and preclude sinners from obtaining it !
to unfold the wos of ‘Tophet, and not drag
men from its fire ! are the most preposterous
delusion, and the most eonsummate mock-

. 27.

Slavcry is a fiagrant violation of every law
of God, nature, and scciety ; it cannot be rec.
onciled with the gospel ; and he who ever acts
in direct opposition to the Messias’ govern-
ment, and who indurates his soul against the
impressions of that Licx¢," which would con.
vict and regenerate him, cannot be a genuine
disciple of HIM, who when the hour was
come, invoked his Father, Sanctify them
through thy truth ; thy word is truth!

—
27. These r-flectiors are calculated to disoblige those
who are interested : but regardless of consequences,
without the least dislike to any man living, and act-
nated only by a love to truth, and the advanccment
of Christianity, I protest against such abuses. I have
received no affront, conceived no disgust, 1 have
pleaded the example of others. I have soothed my-
sclf, 1 have endeavoured to reconcile my conscience,
but what is man profited, if he shall gain the whule
world, and lose his own soul? Stmpson.
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ExcUsEs FoR SLAVERY EXAMINED,

THIZ whole defence of Slavery is comprized
in a plea of right or apology. Every argu-
ment upon these principies is nugatory ; and
many of hem may be cflectually retorted,
They all may be reduced to these allegations.

'The antiquity and extensiveness of man.
stealing ; the design of God that the descend.
ants of Ham should be servants of servants ;
Jewish example ; the silence of the New-Tes.
tament upon slavery ; the title acquired by
purchase ; the injustice of depriving men of
property without an equivalent ; the legal im-
pediments to emancipation ; the dangers at»
tending a general liberation ; and the imprac.
ticability of safely effecting a manumission.

Ancient and universal practice justifies no
transgression ; prophecy is neither the rule of
duty nor a vindication of crime; Christ is our
exemplar ; the Book condemns involuntary
servitude; no claim to man as property is
valid; men should resign their thefts, and
make restitut:on ; all civil laws which annul
the ordinances of God, are a non-entity ; the
path of duty is safety ; "and tyranny with avar-
ice predominates ; therefore, no niethod is de-
vised by which Columbian Slaves ! may €n.-
joy the rights of man.
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« Negros being descendants of Ham, some have
thought tiieir contemptuous treatment of them coun-
tenanced by Noah's curse *  But this prophecy does
not include all Ham’s posterity, and will not scrve
as a warrant to enslave them : because it is not a rule
for the direction of our practice ; but the prediction
of a future event. 'I'he wureatest crimes have been
foretold ; the treachery of Judas and the crucifixion
of Christ; but the wickedness of committing these
sins was not lesseneri.

« It is much insisted on that the Israelites held
slaves, either bought or taken captive ; whom their
masters kept. exchanged or disposed of, as their own

ocds ! But the Jews where not allowed to hold any
of their brethrew in perpetual slavery ; but individuals
only of heathen nations. The moral law of love to
mankind was not less obligatory under the old Testa-
mcnt dispensation, than it is under the New ; but
God granted the members of the Jewish State a right
to the perpetual service of those idolatrous individuals,
whom they should buy t+ Bat this will no more war-
raut people of other states to hold their fellow.men
in perpetual slavery, than the grant which God made
the Israciites of the jewels of the Egyptians, or of
the lands inhabited by the nations of Canaan, will
authorize any peoples to take possession of the lands
or wealth of their neighbours. God may give a posi-
tive command which is an exception from the moral
law with regard to human property or lite ; but this
is his prerogative ; and if Creatures pretend to do so,
they impiously affect equality with God.” {

“ The example of faithful Abrahani,§ and the law
of Moscs, || are adduced. It is argu.1, that since
Abiaham had servants born in his house and bought
with money, they must have been servants for life,

T Sa——

* Genesis 9 25. t Leviticus 25. 44~—46,
3} Brown’s Dictionary of the Huly Bibie,
§ Genesis 17. | Leviticus 25
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hke our négros : and hence it is concluded, that i*
is lawful for us to purchase heaihen servants, and if
they have children born in our houses, also to make
them slaves. From the law of Moses, the advocates
for perpetual slavery contend, that the Israelites were
authorized to leave the children of their servants, as
an inheritance to their own children for ever: and
hence, it is inferred, that we may leave the children
of our slaves as an inheritance to our children for
ever. If this was immoral in itself, a just God would
never have given it the sanction of his authority ; and
if lawful in itself, we may safely follow the example
of Abraham, or act according to. the law of Mosee.
Abraliam was commanded to circumcise all who were
born in his house, or bought with money : heobeyed
the command withowut delay, and actually circamcised
every male In his family. This law of circumcisio.
continwed in force ; and by the law of Moses, it was
not repealed, but confirmed. Now, to the circumcised
were committed the oracles of God; and circumcision
was a token of that covenant, by whizh, amang other
»hmgs, the land of Canaan, and their various pnvnlcges
1n it, were promised to Abraham and his seed; to
all who were included in that covenant. But all were
included, to whom circumcision, the token of the
covenant. agreeably to (sod’s command, was adminis-
tered. By divine appointment, not only Abrahain and
his natural seed, but he who was bought with money
of any stranger that was not of his sced, was cir-
cumcised. Since the seed of the stranger cived
the token of this covenant, he was incluced in-
terested in it; and the benefits promised were con.
ferred upen him. Those persons bought with money
were no longer looked upon as uncircumcised and
unclean, as aliens and strangers ; but were incorporated
with the clurch and nation of the Israelites: and be.
came one people with them, God’s covenanted people.
The divine law enjoined upon the Israelites, thus to
circumcise all the males born in thelr houses; tuen
“i the purchased servants bad any children, their masters

K
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were bound U7 e law to jncorporate them it thels
~hurch and wnation. These children then were the
servants of the Lord, in the same sense as the matural
descendants of Abraham were; and therefore accord-
ing to the law they could not be made slaves.* Insteed
of being authorized, the Israelites were evidently for.
hidden to enslave their servant’s children ; and there-
fore so far from proving the !awfulncss of our cnslaving
the children of the Africans, the practice is clear]y
mndempcd as criminal. In the law of Moses, no men-
tion 1s Made of the children of these servants, or
that they should he scrvants, or any thing concerning
them ; because they wecre already provided for by the
Jaw of circumcision. The word ferever is cvidently
limited bv the nature of the subject; and the sense
is, they shall serve you and vyour children as long gs
. 3hey live, or until the Jubilce. These scriptures have
been freguently and wickedly pressed into the scrvice
.of Mammon: byt this formidable artillery may be
fairly wrested from the en-my, to the destruction of
ihe hosts of Mammonites.’ ¢
‘% No formal reproof of slavery occurs in the New
. Testament.  Other vices prevailed at that period,
which are not expressly reproved : but they were cer-
rainly condemned by the Redeemer and his Disciples,
as cvideutly contrary to their doctrine. Polygamy and
civorce were allowed and praciised, yet no express
prohibition of them is recorded ; but in many passages
of the Gospel it is necessarily implied. To detain
ougliow-men in perpetua) slavery i3 unjust, from
m scriptuves, particularly from the Apostle’s ex-
hoftation : Masters, give unto your servants that swhich
is just gnd equal : knowing that ye also have a Master
in heaven : meither is there respect of prergons with
Aim.} The word translated e¢ugl, signities egquality :
importing that masters ought to behave towards their
servants not only with strict justice, but with miid-
ness and benignity, as man ought to deal with man.’’§

* Leviticus 25. 38—55. 1 Rice. } Colossians 4. 1.
Ehhesians 6. 9. § Brown’s Ihctionary of the Bibic
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'his commmand alone is suflicient to confute
aud denonnce every Man-1inef. A Slave-hol- -
der’s justice d-frands his neighbor, of his wife,
his children, and their labour, deprives them
of all religious instruction, and robs them of e-
verv terrestrial comfort. His egwalizing benefi-
cence destroys 1n all civil and moral relanuns,
his stolen dependents. Nowwithstanding he si-
mulates that he is the follower of those, who
continued in the Apostles’ doctrine and fellow-
ship, and in breoking of bread and in prayers,
and who parted their possessions and goods to all
men, as every man had need. % Can it be believ-
ed, that he who thus displays his nonconformity
to Paul’s injunction, is an acceptable member
of the same *‘church of Christ which daily im-
proved not in numbers only, but in the zeal
and fervour, holiness and charity of its mem-
bers ; beginning a kind of heavenly hie upon
carth, and being even in their worldly goods,
as well as in their hearts and affections, so per-
fcctly united, that they became the wonder of
their very"enemies.” Neither of the Apostles,
nor of the Disciples, nor of the 120, nor v‘
3000 Pentecost Converts, nor of the 5000
lievers, who saw the miracle performed uponi
the lame man, nor of the muliitudes who were
of one heart and one soul, nor of the Priests
who were obedient to the faith, were Man.
stealers.3 Peter and John were not kidnappers :

e—

* Acts 2. 40—47. } Acts. 5. 4. 5. Chapters.
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silver and gold have I none. Joses Barnabas,
though a Cyprusian, and all those upon whom
was great grace, were not Negro-Pedlars ; they
sold lands and houses, but no souls. Paul was
no Slave-Driver ; these hands have minsstered
unto my necessities, and to them who were with
me : we wrought with labour end travarl night
and day.* A Slave-holder has no juster claim
to the Christian character, than Demas, who
Jorsook the Apestle, for the love of the present
world ; or Alexander the Copper-Smith, who
did him much evil. @Of whom be thou ware al-
so'; for he hath greatly withstood our words.t

¢ The FooL-who doubts, who asks for clearer proof,
Must hood-wink’d be indeed, and darkness love.”

This is the condemnation, that light is come into the
world, and men love darkness rather than lght, be-
cause their deeds are evil.

The apologists for tyranny state, that Paul advised
servants to be contented with their servitude, and obe-
dient to their masters; whom, though he charges to
use their slaves well, he commands not to set them
frece ; and that the Apostle exhorts band-servants or
slaves to abide with God in that condition: whereas
if slavery be sinful, they should not remain in vas-
sal ‘

« ®hristians were at that period under the Roman
yoke, the government of the heathen ; who were watch-
ing every opportunity to charge them with designs
against the government, to justify their bloody per-
secutions. In such circumstances had the Apostic
proclaimed liberty to the slaves, many of them would
have been exposed to certain destruction, and the

® Acts 20. 34. 2 Thessalonians 5. 8. Philifipians 3. 17
t 2 Timothy 4. 10, 14, 15. § | Corinthians 7. 20—24.
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christian cause might have been ruined, without freeing
a single man : this would have been the heighth of
madness and cruelty. It was wise and humane merely
to hinr, If thow mayest be made ‘ree, use it rather.”’t

“ This clearly intimates that the persons in slavery
whom he addressed might use the means to ebtain their
frcedom. But although a man, trom the impossibility
of procuring his liberty, mav continue with patience
and holy contentment in bondage ; yet he who detains
him in that state, 1s chargeable with injustice and

oppression.” §

No Man-stealer could have belonged to the
church of Christ which was at Corinth : for this
admonition which is trinmphantly adduced as
an unanswerable defence of Slave-holders is
almost equivalent to the law of Moses, which
prohibits any person from attempting to ob-
struct a slave in his escape, and enjoins upon
all to aid his flight from bondage. Paul knew
that the exactions and degradation of captivity
were totally incompatibie  with his preaching ;
he therefore advised slaves, to procure their
freedom without delay; the means . their own
judgment might regulute, in subordinaticn to
the dictates of the Boox. 'T'he wealthy primi-
tive Christians bought the liberty of conyerted
slaves ; but though thev were thus purc!ﬁsed
Paul instructs the buyers, that they were not
property ; for he comsands the manumi:ted
brethren to be no longer unconditional servants,
as they were the Lord’s frcemen. He who at-
tempts to arrcst u run-away slave, is a cruel

———

t Rice. } Brown’s DNictionary of tizf. Holy sz&s
2
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and base Negro- Thief'; and not less culpabfe
than the Tyrant, who scourges his returned
slave to an inanimate corpsc ; for he is an ac-
cessory.

The bondage of Onesimus and the high
character of Philemon are often cited tc sanc-
ticn the abominations of slavery. Onesimus
was a scrvant for debt, who absconded previ.
ous to its discharge ; yet evangelical philanihro.
py exonerated him fron all obligation.t When
a Chrisilan kidnapper ! can prove that his slaves
owe him qny thing, the plea derived from the
scrvitude of Onesimus shall be heard; but
while he has done all possible wrong to his.
brother, and has stolen his life, his liberty, and
his happiness ; as long as his whole conduct is.
“incurable injustice ;> we shall affirm, that
Man.stealers and their co-adjutors are the v,
learned and unstable, who wrest this, as they
do also the other scriptures to their own des-
truction : and that like Simoa Magus, Slave.
bolders and their abetiors have neither part
nor lot in the matter ; but arc in the gall of
bitterness and the bond of iniquity ; for their
kearts are mot right in the sight of God.

“ It is asserted, that Negros were made slaves by
aw, they were converted mto property by an act of
the leghslature ; and under the sanction o! that law
they were purchased ; they theréfore became my pro-
perty, 1 have a legal claim to them. To repral this
law, to annihilate slavery, would be violcntly to de-

[

t+ Paul's epistle fo Philegnon.
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stroy what [ legally purchased with my uioney, or
inherit from my Father. It would be equally unjust
with dispossessing me of my horses, cattle, or a-y
any other species of property. To dispossess me of
their offspring would be injustice equal to disposses-
sing me of the annual profits of my estate.”

“ Many years ago, men, being deprived of their
natural right to freedom, were made slaves, and by
law converted into property. This law was wrong,
for it established iniquity ; it was against the law of
humanitv, of common sense, of reason, and of con-
science. It was however a law ; and tnder the sanc-
ticn of it, a number of men, regardless of its ini-
quity, purchased these slaves, and made their fellow-
men their property. The question is concerning the
the liberty of a man. He himself claims it as his own
property. He pleads that it was originally his own;
that he has never forfeited, he could not alienate it ;
and thereforc by the common laws of justice and
hu:nanity, it is still his own. The purchaser of the
slave claims the same property. He picads, that he
purchased it under the sanction of a law, cnacied by
the legislature; and therefore it became his. Who
has the hest claim ? Did this property belong to the
legislature? Was it vested in them ? If legislatures
are possesscd of such property as this, may avother
never exist ! > Amen and Amen. “ No individual of
their constituents could claim it as their inherent right ;
it was not in them collectively ; and thereiore they
could not convey it to their representatives. Was
it ever known, that a people chost representatives.
to crcate and tramsfer this kind of property ? The
legislature were not, could not be possessed of it ;
and therefore could not transfer it to anothegr ; they
could not give what they themselves had net. Does
the property belong to him, who received it from
a iegislature that had it not to give, and by a law
which they had no right to enact; or to the original
owner, who could never forfeit his right! If alaw
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should pass te sell an innocent man's head, and {
should purchase it: have ] in conscquence of this
law and this purchase, a hetter claim to the man’s
head that he has himscif? To call our fellow-men,
our property, is a gross absu-dity, a contradiction te
comumon sense, and an indigwity to human nature.
The owners of slaves are tien licensed robbers, and
not the just proprietors of whart they claim : treeing
them is not depriving them of property, but restoring
it to the right owner; it is suffering the unlawiul
captive to escaps. It is not wronging the master,
but doing justice to the slave, 1estoring him to himself.

“ You say, that emancipation would be unjust, be-
cause it would deprive men of their property : but
Is there no injustice on the -other side ? ls nobouy
entitled to justice, but slave-holders ! Let us weigh
the injustice in au even balance. Here is a man de-
prived of all property, of all capacity to possess
property, of his own free agency, of the means of
instructien, of his wife, of his children, and of every
thing dear to him; and a man deprived of 80 or a
160 pounds. o is the greatest suffercr, and which
s treated with the greatest injustice ! Emancipation
would onlv take away property thatis its,own pro-
perty, and not ours ; propeity that has the same right
10 pussess us, as we have to possess 1t property
thai has the same right to couvert our chidren into
dogs, and calves and colts, as we have to convert
theivs into these beasts : property that may transfer
sur children to strangers, by the same right that we
rransfer their’s

“ In Ametica, a slave is a standing monument of
ihe tvranny and inconsistency of humzn governments.
He is declared by the united voice uf Aierica, to be
by nawre free, and entitlced to the privilege of ac-
quiring and enjoying property ; aud yet by laws passcd
and entorced in these states, he is retained in slavujy,
and disposszssed of all property and capacity of acquir-
ing any. - They have furnished a striking instance of
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a pceple carrying on w war in defenec of principles,
which they are actually and avowedly destroying by
legal force; thus using one measure for themselves
and another for their neighbours. All men are by
nature free, and entitled to freedom, until they for-
‘eit it., Now to enact that men are slaves, is to fly
in our own fuce, to eontradict ourselves; 1o proclaim
hefore the world our inconsistency, and to warn men
to repose no confidence in us? What credit can we
ever expect ! What confidence can we repose ia
cach other? Noxe.*

“ Are we rulers? How can the people confide in
us, after we have thus openly declared that we are
void of truth and sincerity ; and that we are capablc
of enslaving mankind in direct contracdiction to our
own principles? What confidlence in lcgislators, who
are capable of declaring their constituents all free
men in one breath; and in the next, enacting them
all slaves?! In one breath, dcclaring that they have
a right to acquire and possess property; and, in the
next, that they shall neither acquire nor possess it
during their cxistence hcre?  Can I trust my life,
my liberty, my property in su.h hands as these !t
Will the colour of my skin prove a sufficient dc-
fence against their injustice and cruelty 7§ Will the
particular circamsiance of my ancestors being born
in Europe, and not ia Africa, defecnd me?§ Will
straight Aair  dcfend e tromr the blow that falis so
heavy on the woolly head ?|| IfI am a dishonest man,

* The Legislatures of the Slave-holding States have
2ot the confidenee of Christians, because they believe
not tke BOOK.

t You are an 1DIOT, if you trust men who swear
that a Negro“is property.

t They would paint you black, or steal you white,
if they dared.

§ They would rather klduap you, than an Africen.

i Yes, until they arc not afraid to etrike.
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f gain is my (od, and this may be avqu‘ru: Uy SICh
an unrigiitenus law, I may rejoice to find it cnacted;
hut I never can believe that the legislature were
10nest men; or repose the least confidence in them,
when their own luterest leads them to betray it [
never can trust the integrity of that judge who cau
sit upon the seat of justice and pass an unrighteous
udgment, || because it is agreeable to law; when that
iaw itself is contrary to the light and law of nature.”’$
“ Justice ought to extend her nrotection with rigid
impartiality to the rich and to the poor, to the powexful
and to the humble. A legislative contract for the
continuance of slavery must have been void, even
from tte beginning ; for it is an outrage upon justice,
and only another name for fraud, robbery and mur-
der ; as well might an i:dividual think himself bound
by a promise to commit an assasination. Our pro-
cceding on such grounds, would infringe ail tiie prine
ciples of law, and subvert the very foundation of morali-
ty. Slavery is a mass, a system ot enormities, which
incontrovertikly bid dcfiance to every regulation which
ingenuity can devise, or power cffect, but a total
extinction.’*
¢ Man stealers cxcuse themselves upon the plca,
toat 1f the slaves were emancipated, they could haruly
be restrained from disorders which might «ndanger
the public peace—No app» ¢l cnsion of this kind can
excuse our continuing in an unjust and inhu.nan prac-
tice. The fear of man bringeth a snare. When the
path of duty is plain, Christians should resolutcly ad-
here to i, leaving the event to the Providence of
God.’t
“ Of two evils, we should chuse the least: thisis
a good rule, when applied to natural evils; but with
moral evils, it has nothing to do, for of these we cause
neitirer ; 1f one be natural and the other a moral evil,

Il VERILT, [,’zgy are «“:OGUE> ALL. 2"
T Rice. * William Pitt.

Y Brown’s Dictionary of the Holy Bible.
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e must aiways chuse the natural c¢vii; for moral
evil, sin, can never be an objcct of choice. En»slavi.ng
our fellow-creatures is a moral evil; and the natural
evil effects of emancipation can never be a balance
for the moral evils of slavery. These evils aie charge-
able on us. Hence, we should be sensible of the
guilt of our conduct, and persist in it no longer—
This is a very powerful argument against siavery,
a convincing proof of its iniquity. It ruins God’s
creatures .whom he has made free moral agents, and
accountable beings ; who still belong te him and who
are not left to us to ruin at our pleasure.”§

“« Why ought slavery to be abolished? Because
it is incurable injustice. ~ Why is injustice to remain
for a single hour?’q ¢ If the situation of Negros
were as happy as servitude could make them, I myst
not commit the emormous ecrime of selling man to
man ; for which not one rzason can be given, that
is consistent with Poricy, Humanity or Justice.”’}
¢ Never was a system so big with wickedness or
cruelty ; in whatever part of it you direct.your view,
the eye finds no comfort, no satisfaction, no relicf.
It is the prerogative of slavery to separate from evil
its concomitant good. and to reconcile discordant mis.-
chiets ; it robs war of its generosity, it deprives peace
of its security. You have the vices of polished society
without its knowledge or its comforts; and the evils
of barbarism without its simplicity. Its ravages are
constant and unintermitted in the extent; in the con-
tinuance, universal and jndiscriminate. No age, no sex,
ne rank, no condition is exempt from the fatal influence
of this wide-wasting calamity ! Thus it is the full
measure of pure, unmixed, unsophisticated wickedness;
and scorning all competition or comparison, it stands
without a rival in the secure, undisputed possession
of its detestable pre-eminence.”}

§ Rice. 1 William Pizt.
Y Charles James Foz. } William Wilberforee.
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Yet in Columbia! Gospel Ministers and
Professing Christians not defend only, but
engage in this unparallelled villanv ! My
bowels, my bowels! Iam poined at my very
heart ; my heart maketh a noise inme : I can-
not hold my peace.

Constantine, in the year 313, publjshed an
edict ; which declared all those free, who had
been condemned to slavery by Maxentius ;
commanding, under the severest penalties, all
who held them in captivity to restore them
to their liberty. In the year 316, he enacted
another law, and addressed it to Protogenes,
Bishop of Smyrna; by which he permitted
all - masters to ‘enfranchise their slaves in the
presence of Christians, assembled with their
pastors in the church, without recurring to
the prators and consuls. ¢ Thus the manu-
mission of slaves, which before was attended
with great difficulties and expence, became
easy, and not chargeable; the masters being
obliged to attend only at the church.” Chri-
stiunity will alwavs abolish slavery ; no danger
attaches to an immediate and universal eman-
cipation ; and the only effectual mode to era-
‘dicate the evil, is to destroy thirving by law ;
to fellow Constantine’s example ; to break
every yoke ; to let the oppressed go free; sud
to t.lhl Paul’s direction, let Jum that stole,
steal no more.%

L ———

® Ephesians 4. 28.
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The ancient and universal extenston of sla.
very is an cffectual argument agawst the sys.
tem. Its origin in days ¢t moral darkness af-
fords a powerful plea against its equity and
continuance ; and the support which modern
Man-stealers derive from this exampie is visi-
onary. Servitude in Abraham’s family was ve-
ry different from the degradation of our color.
ed population. Eliezer of Damascus was the
Patriarch’s steward, and his servants, had he
died childless, -would have been his heirs.¥
But as they worshipped Abraham’s God, and
were included in the covenant made with him,
by circumcision, they were governed with pa-
ternal benevolence. The Heads of Families,
when they lived a wandering life, were civil
governers of all who served them. 28.

From the conduct of Isaac and Jacob, no-
principle can be deduced in defence of slavery.
Modern Siave-holders shall have all the consos
lation which they can extract from the long-
protracted gencrality of man-stealing, when
they can evidence their title to the approbation
which the Liord expressed of Abraham.f

28. The original Hebrew states not, that the Do-
mestics whom Abraham bought with bis money. or
who were descended from them, were involuntary
servants : for the word includes no such idea, as mo-
dern slavery. Qur laws, opinions, practice and man-
agement of these degraded sons of wretchedness, all
declare, that in our judgment, they are merely cattle
21 human shape.

* (ienesis 15

">

+ Gencsis 18. 16—19.
L
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By uuiversal antiquity, an incessant viciation
of every law of decency, virtue, and religion
might be established as the highest duty of
raan.

How astonishing the luct ! Profcssing Chris.
tzans transform the Book into a minister of un-
rightcousness ; and when impelled from one
subterfuge resort to another. If Nimrod’s op.
pressions are urged against their impiety, they
take refuge in Abraham’s faith ; and-if the Pa.
triarch’s justice and judgment  which they ne.
ver exemplify, inculcate their condemnation,
they shelter themselves under the prediction
of Nouh, which denounced servitude as the in.
heritance of Canaan’s posterity : thus pervert-
ing the word of God, into a sanction of their
abominations,

The declaration that Canaan’s descendents
shall be servants 1s thrice repeated ; but Ham’s
other posterity are not included ; for Ham’s
name 1s not even introduecd.f The denunciati-
on of Noah has been remarkably vertied in
the history of the Canaanites, who from the pe-
riod when the iniquity of the Amorics was full,
have seldom been released from the exactions
of foreign tyrants. But if the prophecy be re-
ferred to the descendants of Ham gencerally, the
curse has not becn experienced by the people.
‘The partial slavery of Negros will not nvahi.
date the truth ; because no ancient and accessi.

L e d

3 Genesis . 25—297.
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e pact ot the mhabited globe is su cunipictely
unknown, as the interior of Africa. 29.

\Would the pussage bear the construction
which Slave dealers acsert 3 their crimmality
weald not be  diminished. The mercy of God.
has not revealed to us, the knowledge of future
occurrences, if the actions which shall produce
the events detailed include guilt in the perpe-
trator, that we may unite in the completion of
them ; but that the truth of the Scnpt‘xres may
be mdu!ntablv established.

‘This trausmutatina of the word of Gad, by
claiming a propheuc curse, or 4 controverted
doctrine, or a dubious scripture, as a rule for
our actions, and a defence of our sins, thf*rcby
authorizing any man to distort the Boek, into
a prediction of crimes which he bad resolved
to commit, is a most dangerous and reprehens-
ible delusion. God bas most emphatically at.
tested, that his wrath shall be effused upon
Babvlon : but the persons who execute
the judgment will doubtless perform  the
grand design, from seltish and ambitious views.
Christians will mark the progress of the ven.

29. How wmany Negros are sold and bought like
beasts tn a market, and conveyed frow one quarter
of the world, to do the work of beasts in another !
This bowever in no measure vindicates the covetous
and barbarous’ oppression of those, who thus enrich
themselves with the products of their sweat and blood.
God will severely punish such cruel injustice. How
can it consist with love to our neighbours, to hold
them n slavery ! Scotr,
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geance, and rejoice in the destruction, but they
will not actively participate in the horrors of
the tremendous overthrow. 30.

Negro-dealers adduce the Mosaic law and
Jewish example as an excuse for their avarice ;
but this originates n ignorance ofthe ancient
economy, or misinterpretation of the Book, or
a falsification of the facts, or corrupt deducti-
ons from the scriptural narrative.

Every practice which requires a sophistical
interpretation of the sacred volume to counte.
nance it, must be sin. The path- of duty is il-
lumination : and in morals and religion, any
action which obliges us to search after argu.
ments to pacify us in the perpetration of it, is a
transgression of the divine consmand,

The theocratical establishment was appoint-
cd by God, to preserve the children of Israel
a distinct nation. To them were committed
the divine oracles, that the fundamental princi-

30. Martin Luther and Heary VIIL were employ-
¢d in diminishing the Papal supremacy 7The Refor-
mer engaged the anti-christian rule with the armour
of God ; his was a bloodless contest, waged from ce-
lestial motives, conducted with evangelic ardour, pro-
ductive of the most gloricus triumphs, and rewarded
with honour and immonrtality. A Tyrant’s acts, through
the dispensations of an all-benevolent God, involved
a similar result : but his arms were terrestrial pow-
cr, his war, a combat for superiority, his impulse,
sasciviousness, his fervor, the offspring of ambition and
sensuality, and his memory is consigned to unmitig-
able execration.
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ples of all religion and morality might not be
totall; banished from the earth. The severest
regulations respecting their intercourse wiih
idolaters were consequently indispensable. All
the inhibitions of their Lawgiver which re-
ferred to the Gentiles were promuiged, to
preserve the I[sraelites pure from the surround-
ing contagion; and it was necessary that the.
worshippers of false Gods who might reside
among them, or who might be subdued in
war, should be considered as people inferior
to themselves, on account of their ignorance
of Jehovah, the only true God. They were
therefore authorized to purchase and retain
such persons as slaves. But the Jewish writers
attest, that Heathens who had been thus en-
slaved, if they continued ldolaters at the close
of the first vear, were returned to the country
whence they were procured ; if they remained
in the land, having acknowledged the Lord
God of Isracl, unless they voluntarily con-
scnted to stay with their masters, and the
recognition of "this fact was most solemn and
public, they were manumitted at ‘the return
of the Sabbatical year ; even if they had thus
devoted themselves to the service of others,
at the sourd of the lubilee trumpet, every
man throughout the land of Canaan, was ir-
stantancously free. Had not this becn Jewish
practice, it would not have attested the events

which it was destined to prefigure.

P
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The Mosaic law has been mot grossly dis-
torted for avaricious purposes. By it the Jews
were authorized to purchase the neighbouring
Idolaters for bond.-men, but they were not
sanctioned in enslaving their children. # The
uffspring could not have been retained in bon-
dage ; because every child born in the family
was circumcised at 8 days old, became a mem.
ber of the covenant, and was heir to all the
blessings of Palestine, as much as a real des.
cendent of the Father of the faithful. A Jew
could nor stea!, sell, or make merchandize of
omc of these, more than he could have violent.
Jy transported one of his brethren for sale to the
iand of the Ishmaelites.

Jewish history affords an insurmountable ob-
iection to slavery. Joshua and the Elders, to
puaish their deception, doomed the Gibeon-
ites to perpetual attendance at the temple ; but
Saul’s oppression of their descendents was the.
cause of a three years’ dearth in the land.t The
sword, pestilence, and famine, were all den.
ounced against Judah, in consequence of their
unrighteous exactions from the widow, the or.
ghdn, the impoverished, the stranger, and
those whom they had enslaved. How seduc-
dve 1s avarice | Notwithstanding the Jews hud
not long been released from Chaldean vassalage,
speedily after their return to Canaan, they be-

* Leviticus 25. 44—46. + Joshua 9. 3—27.
© Samuel 21, =14, t Jeremiah 34. 8-—-22.
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gan to oppress the poor, and to defraud the
wretched ; contrary to the law of Moses, and
1n direct defiance of their own sensibilities, a-
gitated still with the remembrance of the mis.
erics which 1n banishment they had endured.*
If involuntary servitude be defensible upon
moral principles, high example would sanction
it ; but it wo::ld not be known that slavery ex.
isted among the Jews, if the Prophets had not
menaced them for this atrocious criminality,
So far 15 the Mosaic code from legalizing the
cruelty which Slave-dealers constanmly exhibit,
that a considerable proportion of the Jewish
Legislator’s mandates are solely directed to the
inculcation of merciful tempers, and the exhi.
bition of generous affections towards inferiors.
To impress the children of israel with a per-
manent sense of all the horrors of captivity, to
imbue them with the most active sympathy for’
human wo, and to nurture the most ardent de.
sires and zeal to mitigate the distresses of their
fellow-men ; they were continually remindced
of the degradation, wretchedness, and oppres.-
sions, under wMich their ancestors in Egvpt so
long groaned, and whence they were delivered
solely by the mighty arm of SehovahNissi. The
recollection of their former national servitude,
and the miracles which were requisite to deliv-
er them from their Task-masters, must have
nspired in every pious Jew, a holy and insup-

* Nehemiah. 5 i--18.

»



148 EXCUSES,

erable aversion from the principle and practice
of slavery, and of every tniquitous approach to
the wnfliction of the wo. Soul. Merchants can
designate no Heaven-delegated Prophet, no ex.
emplary Priest, no Christian Apostle, no mar-
tyred Disciple of the Lamb that was slain, and
neither of them upon whom  was great grace,
of whom the world was not worthy. strangers
and pilgrins on earth, who was a Man stealer’s
co-adjutor. From the exalted abodes of peren-
nial felicity, in which the spirits of the just
made perfect dwell, if they know what passes
upon earzh, they must feel all holy indignation,
that men of corrupt minds, destitute of the truth,
who supfose that gan is godiiness, should per-
vert their characiers, opinions, and example,
into 2 mass of hard.heartedness, worldly equi-
vocations, and the ‘‘highest kind of theft;
with the direct view of procuring a sancdion
from the pioas dwad, for the imiquitous practi-
ces of the ungodly living.,
Columbians plead jusiification for stealing
and ensiaving Africans ; they are of a different
colour. and not Christians, thgrefore we are
anthorized to kidnap them for our avarice and
luxury. Such is au Algerine’s defence for
sclling every ‘Infide! dog® whom he can grasp ;
they are not Mussulmen ; the tinge of his skin
shews that he is not of the Prophct’s family ;
steal and torment him. Thus men depart from
the ways of righteousness ! their principles are
deceplive ; their desires are atier covetousness ;
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aerr solicttudes are earthly, scisual, devilish!
wnd to them the gospel is hid, because the god
of this world hath blinded their minds !

Christ and the Apostles are our sole pattern.
The admission of varied temporary indulgences
among the Israelites, as a basis for our con-
duct, would totallvy destroy socicty. If the ex.
ample of David, Solomon and others, is to be
valid, in cases where they acted without or a-
gainst the directions of .the Mosaic code,* the
gospel is nugatory, and Christ has died in vain.

At the promulgition of the law from Mouat
Sinai, to render 1ts prescriptions more authori-
tative, the Lord enforces its requisitions by re-
minding them of his-mercy and power, and of
their misery ; claiming obedience for his char-
acter, his loving-kindness, and their deliver-
ance. I am the Lord thy God. who brought thee
vt of the tand of lﬂgypt out of the “house of
bonduge.t

A company of Ishmaelites, with a horde of
stolen captives, approach the habitation of a
man who conscientiously desires to fulfil the
law of God ; they offer to sell him an Egyptian ;
a L.evite accosts him, and asks, if he can rec.
oncile the purchase of that man as his slave,
with all the horrors which are included in the
declaration of Jehovah, as the exordium of the
law, and with the mercy which the code nva.-
riably requires ; with this recollection could he
buy a bond-man ?

PnERaa——

* Deuteronomy 17. 17, t Exodus 2¢. 2.
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- Cainites with a number of kidnapped Atric-
aus, traflick slaves at a Columbian’s duor. Say
10 him, Wwere not you oppressed by a foreign
tyrant, vou rebelled and obtained your freedom,
how cdn you enthral these outcasts 2 dare you
purchase these heirs of wo, who were stoleu at
their birth, and can you enslave them for ever ?
You swear, that all men are born free ; you be-
lieve, that man-stealing is the greatest crime ;
you know that slave-holding is contrary to e-
quity, humanity, and reciprocal benevolence ;
vou feel, that you would most ardently repro.
bate and resist such conduct if it were uttempt.-
ed respecting you; and your coascicnce as-
sures you, that Ged will requite you, as you
have injured your fellow-man : but he buys,
and enslaves these wretched victims of avarice !
A Christian Republican ! No charity can induce
the belief that a man who ackowledges the ex-
cellence of pure and undctiled rehigion, can be
so incurably blinded, or that the moral sensc
can be so comp‘etel} extinguished, that he is
incapable to perceive the difference between e-
vangelical righteousness, and incessant cruelty,
rapine and oppression.

No disciple of M:=ssias can piead Jewish ex.
anple, Call no man Master upon earth. Ncgro-
doalers mast demonstrate, either that the Lord
and his primitive disciples were Slave-holders,
or that their doctrines and precepts countenance
the system.
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As HE who had not where tolay his head,
or his Aposiles were not human ﬂesh weighers,
Oppressors plead, that the New- 'estament 1s
altogether silent upon slavery ; and if it were
so condemnable, it would have been pointedly
reprobated. Our Lord did not admonish Man-
stealers, by thewr own appcllation, to desist
from their ungodliness ; but he who can recon-
cile the Redeemer’s doctrines, and Apostolic
injunctions with American bondage,, can join
heaven and he¢ll—to him, vice and virtue, e-
quity and injustice, kindness and cruelty, op-
pression and benevolence, thieving and probx-
ty, infidelity and religion, all are identical. 3L.

31. All defence of slavery, upon thec silence of the
New-Testament respecting this crivae, is baseless.

Matthew 5. 7. 31-——48 and 6. 13, 14, 15, 19~21,
24. and T 1, 2. 12, 16, 20. and 1¢. 31-—42. and [8.
21-—35 and 19. 16—~—30. and 22 34-—40. and 23. 23,
24. and 25. 31—46. Mark 10. 17—31. and 11. 15—
13. Luke 4. 16—22 and 6. 27—38. aud 10. 25—37.
and 11. 46—52 and 12. 15—21. and 18, 18—30. and.
19 1—10. John 13 1—20. and 15. 12—14. Acts
9 4{—47. and 4. 32—37. and 17. 24—28 Romans
2. 1—3, 17~29. and !2. 9, 10 aad 13. 8—I10.
1 Corinthians 7 21~33. and 13 4-7. Ephesians
4, 2532 and 6 9. Colossians 4 1. 1 Timothy
1. 10. 2 Timothy 3. 2—8. Philemon 10—21,
James 2. 1=—10. and 5 4. 1 Peter 4..8. 1 John
9 15~17. and 3. 14~—18. and 4. 206, 21. Rt:vtlati-
on 18. 13.

ALL things whatsoever ye would zlmt men should
do unto-vou, do ve even so unto them.: for this is
the LAW and the Profihets. If any man can decduce
'he injustice, the barbarity, 2nd the oppressions of
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Necgro.Dealers aver, that they have ajust
title 1o then slaves, How can a claim tohe
human 1ace as property, be valid 2 All our
terrestrial possessions were included in the ori-
ginal grant made to Adam in Paradise,* and
to Noah and his Sons after the deluge.+ But
human {ife, with all the concomitants which arc
necessary to-a fullilment of its objects, was
excepted @ therefore, no tule, by any lapse of
time, or any distance of transfer, or any terres-
trial authority, ever could be made to the per-
sons of men.

‘* They innocently and lonestly obtamed pos-
session of their slaves, and il the State hber-
a' ¢ them, they ought to be remunerated.” What
obduracy ! Men require to be paid for ceas.
ing fron, the highest kind of theft ; and demand
to be requited for delivering that which they
stole  How can a Slave-Driver be innocent or
honest, in his connection with his dependents 2
No domestic tyrant belicves his own assertion,
he feels, that he is a cruel Oppressor ! and it

mau-stealing, from this fandamental rule of social re-
ciprocity, his moral alembic must combine properues
vastiy different from any extractor yet discovered.

These citations either immediatcly reprobate cove-
tousness, cxtortion, and tyranny, or they inculcate
justice, philanthropy, and mercy ; and it is absolute-
ly umpossible to cenjuin these directions and exampies
wtih the bundage of men, or to explain them in any
manner, by whicie Slave-holders are not mest in-
dignantly and aw:ui'y censured.

* Genesis 1. 28—20. 1 Genesis 9. 1—7.
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1s equitable, to manumit his slaves. Instead
of tcwarding men for stealing no more, the
whole that they have filched from thc poor
Negro, with ample addition for all the misery
and cruelty which he has endured, should be
‘righteously exacted.

The Legislatures of some States have ob.
structed the easy emancipation of slaves.—
Slave-holders elect men to enact iniquitous
laws, and exonerate themselves by the legisla-
tive proceedings. [Kvery voter for a public
officer, who will not destroy the system,
is as culpable as if he participated in the evil,
and 1s responsible for the protraction of the
crime. If a slave cannot be liberated in one
State, he may in another, and it is an individ-
ual’s duty to exonerate himself. No human
law must be obeyed when it contravenes the
divine command ; but slavery is the combina-
tion of all iniquity, and therefore every man
is obligated not to participate in its corruption.

In all cases obedience to the divine wilt
combines the most certain safety. God will
protect those who act in comformity with his
commands: and as no plea can avail for
the continuance of slavery one moment, since
its iniquity is so prodigious—the most secure
mode to be absolved from de- ger, is * ceaso
to de evil and learn to do well.”” The naticial
dificulty i+ ot frorn emancipation, but from
servitude. JVegro. Pedlars say that if the colored
people were free, the property, and lives of

-
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the other inhabitants would Ue jeopardized.
‘T'his 1s a gratuitous assumption ; and will uot
sxcuse the sin. Some Negros may be so
vitiated that thay would commit depredations ,
for as the slaves have never scen any practices
in their tyrants but oppression, 1t would be
preposterous not to anticipate that the unin-
structed servant, would act like him, whom
he has seen honored in proportion to the
quantum of his theftt A man in the Slave-
states who claims no Negros is despised ; if
he has kidnapped a score, he is a Gentleman ;
but if he has stolen a hundred, he is a
WaBop. 32 '

Every pleaand excuse in support of Slavery
being invalid, originating in depravity, sustained
by corruption, and productive of all diversi-
fied ungodliness, no Christian can allege, or
defend them, or practice the iniquity which
they are formed to exculpate,

32. How shall we expel the evil ? Colonization is
totally impracticable. The enaction of a law to exclude
Slave holders from every Public Office, would in-
stantly destroy the pestilence which ravages the body
politic ;—all other regulations are futile.



CONCLUSION.

el ¢ e:’-’——

MEN AND BRETHREN'!

HEAR the word of admonition. If such
be the origin, character, defence and effects
of slavery, such its contradiction to sound rea-
son, =such its opposition to the rights of man,
such its aversion from every affectionate sensi.
bility, and such its condemnation by the Word
of God, how can you participate in its wicked-
ness ? Is it not almost incredible, that citizens
of the United States, the only land of civil
and religious freedom, should have established
a system of servitude which extinguishes every
personal right, nullifies every sacred obliga.
tion; and that Christians should maintain this
atrocity 2 ‘Uell 1t not in Gath. Messias’ Dis-
ciples profess that they are probationers for
that Aingdom and glory to which God has
called his children. Bui adaptation is indispens-
able to our admission at Heaven’s gate. Can any
rational mind belicve that a man who has pas-
sed his threescore years and ten in the spirit and
practice of all the merciless oppressions which
are the wmvariable concomitant of slavery, is
capacitated to engage in the devotions, to exem-
plify the ri; rhtcousness, or to mantfest the love
which reign in the boundless regions of eternal
felicaty ?
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That worship of God upon earth he restrain-
ed ; that cquity he never cultivated; that
charity he always counteracted. A meetness
for Paradise, he has consequently not attained.,
How can the Christian Church longer tolerate
s0 shameless an absurdity as a profession of
religion, and eternal man-stealing ? 33.

The Ofhcers of the Church are undeniably
censurable. Of two sects of Christians, the
public formularies expressly reprobate slavery,
as the highest crime which can be perpetrated,
and any connection with it, as ample evidence,
that the parties are not followers of the Lamb.
‘This 1s their Farrn: what are their works ?
Publish it not in Askelon.

"+ You are now, all called to repentance.—
Preachers, Elders, Exhorters, Deacons, Lea.
ders, and Professors: how can you deny your
own creed 2 how can you falsify your own
taith? how can vou profess that slavery is
the highest crime against God and Man, and
practise 1t ? how can you promulge that a
Slave-holder is the most guilty Thief, and
notwithstanding yourselves continue to steal,
and affirm that you are sanctified ? how can
yoa declare that ¢ upon the principle of equity,
no man can be a Slave-holder, that all Slave-
holders are Negro-Stealers, the Devil’s Dogs

S—R—

53. How did the Devil persuade men that a Slave-
holder was a Christion? This is a problem totally
ipcapable of solutiony by any human ingenuity or wisdem
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and Children,” and nevertheless yourselves be
characterized as merciless Flesh Merchants ?
how dare you most solcmnly admit your own
Faith, promise to comply with it through
all opposition and persecution, and notwith-
standing, neither admonish the guilty, nor n-
culcate the Truth, but engage in Man-steal-
ing, and sustain the Christian Negro-Thief
in his religious Profession ?

‘The Church of God groans. It is the ut-
most Satanic delusion to talk of religion and
slavery. Bc not deccived : to affirm that a
Slave-holder 1s a genuine disciple of Jesus
Christ, i1s most intelligible contradiciion. A
brother of him whe went about doing good,
and steal, enslave, torment, starve, and scourge
a man because his skin 1s of a different tinge !
Such Christianity 1s the Devil’s manufacture
to delude souls to the regions of wo.

You are Chrisdans! you profess that you
feel bowels of mercy ; and hold in free-born
slavery the descendants of stolen Africans !
Your Christianity is a nonm-entity. You are
a Class-Licader ! you ask your Class-mate, how
he has lived during the past week ?—he in-
forms you, of his peace of conscience, and
love of God; and you saw bim half-murdering
his servants ; you know that his dependent
1s naked, without food, houseless and miser-
able ; do yov believe him 2 You are a Deacon !
You converse with a Professor : he assures

you, that he endeavors to obiain heavenly
2

ol ;
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bliss, conformably to the example of the Friend
of Sinners ; but you are certified that as a
Magistrate, he swears, “ all men are born free,”
and nevertheless, detains his Christian brother
n slavery : no man can credit such absurcd
contradictions.  You are an Exhorter: you
are at a Prayer Meeting : you ask your friends
to enguge in the excrcises ; they plead for
:he merey, pardon, leve, benevolence, and ap-
probation of God, because they manifest those
affections in their intercourse with men, and
notwithstanding hold slaves! can you subjoin
1 AMEN tc such hrpocrisy ?

You are an Elder : vou avow before the
Church and the World that vou helieve the
Boox - hich condemns Slove-Aolding or Alan-
stealing as the utmost niquity ; and vourself
unmercifully lacerate colored women in the
iast state of pregnancy ; or tan the servants
whom vou have fluayed with salt, pepper and
vinegar 2 Who can place the smallest con.
fidence in you ?

You are a Preacher : you have the Book
as your light ; and the Book as your solc re-
muneration. That Book informs vou, that
slavery 1s the acme of all unrighteouness ;
vou are a Slave-holder! that Book tcaches
vou, that the worst of all sinners is the Church-
Officer who engages in the iniquity which
i1e ougat to reprove, or counnives at the trans-
gressor, wtom he should admonish: Yet,
youu are either a Kidnapper or his Defender !



Longer to abet such iaconsistency, to
support such absurdity, or to continue ia
such guilt, must afix a death-warrant to the
existence of the Church. It is ubsolutely im.
poss:ble that religion can flourish among Man-
stealers : and ¢very mode except an immediate
expalsion of obdurate Flesh Dealers from the
professed family of Christiuns, 1s a sanction
of the crime, and a stigma on the BOOK.

Romember, Church-Officers, vour awfui
responsibility ¢ with the dtlumination of the
sacred volume around you, can you rest in
peace, with the conviction, that men are de.-
luded, and vou enlighten them not: can you
risk the scrutiny of the bar of Giad, with the con-
demnation of impenitent Slave holdiers truns.
ferred to vour ncglhgence and mtimidaiion ;
who can calmly assert, or who himseif be.
lieves, that “lavery Is either equitable, mercifui,
or devotional ; who dere to profess hnnvsii o
Presbyterian or a Methedistand be connecte?
in any form with man-sicaling 2 Slove-Dirvers
sow to the Fiesh; of the Flesh they reap ¢
ruption.  \Will you venture your cverlasting
felicity, upon a perhaps ; upon ar. unfounded
hope that so manyv have not been deceived ;
when that perheps, that hope are both de-
clared by the Book, te origmate -1n idolatry,
to exist through dcccmulness, and to end i
Tophet ?

Y ou procrastinate—the enemy o souls urges
vou to cry fe-morrow j—he advises the adop-
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tion of prudent and moderate reform ; know-
ing that such amendment insures him more
certain conquest : he excites dread, by the
menace of worldly displeasure, and the varied
reproaches and privations which accompany
1it: vou listen, you assent to the seduction,
and the evil augments. The duration of all
terrestrial vanities hastens to its close : in the
result, you are individually interested; who
can calmly anticipate righteous retribution up-
on the basis of man-stealing ? who can peace-
fully contemplate the exchange of worlds, with
the never-ceasing horrors of domestic op-
pressions uncxplated 2 who can fearlessly a-
wait the judginent of the Son of Man with
the diversified iniqui'y and hard-heartedness of
slavery recorded zgainst him ?

Christians ! How long will you taiily or
openly sanction, or uctually engage in a system
which includes everv practicable iniquity ?
Can you conscicntiously believe, that a slave-
holder exhibits that assimilation to the meek
and lowly Jesus, which is indispensable to
an enjovment of the inheritance ot the Saints
in light?  Are yvou prepared to answer all the
demands, which equity may propound at the
final examination of the last great day, when
the enormities of slavery are weighed in the
balance of the Judge 2  If so, persevere—Dbut
if not—be alarmed, and insiantancously desist
from. all participation in this ungodliness.
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I'he doctrine wineih our Lord inculeates,
i1 his anarrative o' the wondreous events that
will occur on the day of our resurrection; is
tremendous condemnation to the merciless and
the unjust. Every gospe! affection is totally
cxtinguished, by the principles whence slavery
flo-vs, by tire tempers which are its inseparable
companion, and by the dispositions which it
invariably engenders.  The approbation which
the Son of Muan will express of all these who
exempiified Christiun philanthropy  in their
mtercourse  with  their  fellow.creatures, as
strongly argues the reprobation which Oppres.
sors may expect, as if they had alreadv heard
the awful irrevocable denunciation, ¢ Depart,
ye cursed, 1ntc everlasting fire, prepared for
the Devil and his Angels.”  Kiss the Son,
lest ne be angry, pluck out the right eye,
cut off the right hsnd, and amputate the right
foct; though tiy slaves be equally precious as
these necessary  corporeal members, emanci.-
pate them. It is more profitable to thee,
to pass through life In penury and scorn, and
at death, to enter the Paradise of the Blessed,
than to enjoy all earthly good, and at thy
mortul dissolution, to be plunged mto the
abvas of wo—where their worm dieth not—--
and the fire »s not quenched.
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THE animadversions upon Tucker’s Black.
stone, are omitted. Our kingdom is not of
this world, and

The papers referred to, on Page 21, were
by request expunged.

BOOK OF STRIFE!

Go FORTH . SLAY, BY THE TWO-EDGED
SWORD, ALL THE UNCIRCUMCISED PHIL-
ISTINES S AND MAY THY LIGHT CONVICT
THE CHILDREN OF MAMMON !

September 6. 1815



ANIMADVERSIONS.
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THE authority of titled names sLould never im.
vede the censures of truth : and the sanction whici-
is given by them to error, vught ever to excite the
more resoiute opposition of those <o contend carn-
estly for the fuith once delivered to the saints.  Lec-
tures on the subjects of Moral and Political Pails.
sophy, by Samuel Stanhope Smith, D. D. L. L. D.
are peculiarly deserving attention ; as the doctrine~
advanced in them, uphold involuntary servitude.

 Is Slavery on any ground consistent with the
natural iaws of justice and humanity ? Slavery is con-
trary both to justice and humanity. The whole of
the African trade for slaves, i1s among thc most atro-
<ious inroads upon justice and humanity which have
cver been practised in any cge or by any nation. The
hypocritical pretences which are made to justify it
are as impudent, as the traffic is inhuman. Men de-
ceive themselves continually by false pretences, ir
order to justily the slavery which i3 cenvenient for them.

Is that slavery which was unj:stinits orisin, equally
unjust in its continuance 2 All men condemn the
harbarity of dragging the simple Africans from their
natiye couutry.

To confer on onr American slaves, liberty ; aud
otherwise, to meiiorate their condition, are certar ly
objects worthy of a humane legislation. But private
justice,* and natural selfichness will oppose insuper-
able difficulties to its excution. The citizens of these
states hold pr-pierty in slaves to a very large amount,
acquired under the sanction of the laws. The laws
could not equitably compel them to make a sacrifice
3¢ 50 great vaiue, to the convenience and comfort of

* Kither the Philosopher or the Printer omitted tww~
2tters of this word, i should read, injustice,



uny class or men. g Neiti:cr JustiCe NCT LLILAniY 1o
quires that the master who has become the innscens
possessor of that property, should impoverish hinuse!-
for the benefit ¢f his slave  Their freedom migl.:
be obtained, by the laws favoring the grant of =
zeculium to slaves to be enmploved wholly ior thei-
own benefit, which might be sufficient to produce :
yeverue, adequate to the purchase of his own fiee-
dom. So mi/d is the form of slavery at present, thu-
it is customary to exact of any field-slave oniy a de-
fimte portion of labour in the day, caiied a Tasr.
T'his task is usualiy calculated according to the strength
of the weakest hand. \What an admirable opportunity,
with other portions of time which are already allowed
them, for relaxation and amusement, ts improve a
peculium ? }

Slavery is preparing at some futurc i zriod, mucl
tndividual misery, and frequent and dangerous con-
vulsions for the republic. It is a volcano which sle:ps
for u time only to burst at last upon the unsuspccting
tranquility of the country with a more terrible destruc-
tion.>

“ 1 bave generally wituessed a bumane treatment
exercised towards that dependent and humiliated race
of men. The negro in America is condemned to the
grudgery of perpetual labory cut off from every meang
of improvement, conscicus of his degraded state, in
the wmidst of freemen who regard him with contcmpt,
made to feel his inferiority, and hopeless, of ever en-
joying any great melicration of his condition. How
few are the megres who are enabled either to read
or write! What society can subsist between a master
and a slave ? What would there be in that society,

t Is this preaching deliverance to the captive 2

3 The Students at Nassau, from the Southern States,
when they heard the Lecturer thus gravely delineate
saeir Negro-quarters, must certainly have becn con-
vulsed with laughter.

® Smifh’s Moral end Political Philoschhy, Lecture 1.



SOCD WE QOHSILLE e gentlal i anlily ol Upaiions
and conversations of those masters {avorable to im-
provement 7 Among the blacks is wisery enough.
With what fine tints can imagination invest the rags,
the dirt, the nakedness so often seenin a quarter of
Negro-laborers, or the coarse fannliarity and promis-
cuous intercoursc permitted and encouraycd among the
American slaves 27 *

Humanity ! Endless toil, no iastruction, wretched
degra.iation withicut hope of change, imisery, naked.
ness. Hith and libidinous desires uncoatrolled, unde:r
the tyranny of masters with little higher moral advan-
tages.  Slavery is the utinos: atrocity and misery ;
wequitable in its origin, but righteous and innocent
in its prolongation. Though Christianity necessar:ly
abolishes the system, .and though all its defence is
imnudent hypocrisy, yet it is unjust, and inhuman
to emancipate the slaves. t

Dr. Smith’s gencral proposition is undeniable. Sla.
very is the utmost injustice. Eveiy affectionate Pap-
ent would rather be divested of his terrestrial wealth,
than be deprived of his children, who must immedi-
ately be condemned to eternal vassalage. This kidnap-
ping comprises every inhumanity : and the act involves

* Smuth on the human Species.

t When William Wilberforce first pirofiosed the ae
Bolition of the Slave-trade and :hrough all the subse-
gt -« discussions, Charles James Fox ofifinsed the
odinws rraffic for its injustice and cruclty ; aud enters
taining a decfi sense of iis unrighteouncss, ke uniformly
contended, that no froliticai necessity, or any consider-
atign of firivate bencfit, could justify its continuance
Jor one moment. ¢ Were it firacticabie to divest ser-
vitiede of its scverities 5 still as this execrable slavery
violates the rights and comfiels the submission of its
victime, it can be sanctioned by no eountry wkich re-
gards the maxims of a fpolicy pure, liberal, and
magnarimens.”



sual criinality In e perpetrator, with e nuse1y
of the victim. The Philosopher should either have clo-
sed his lecture with this positior, or continued it in
conformity with sclf-evident trutu. But he intiinates,
that the iniquity of slavery has been removed by the
protraction of the crime, and the increase of the of-
fenders. The greve manrner in which the inquiry is
propounded, ¢1s that slavery which was unjustin its
origin, equally unjust in its continuance ? ’’ must have
been intended as an ironical refutation of slave-dealers,
Can an atrocious crime be transformed either in its
niature or guilt, aftter the lapse of two centurics, or
by a difference in the place where it was committed !

Muan-stealing has existed from the period in which
ANimrod who was a mighty hunter lived. After the
lapse of ages, Moses denounced the sentence of death
upan every one who stealeth, or selleth, or makes
merchandize of his brother,or ¢ detains him inslavery.”
Thirty three hundred years have since expired; and
the additional sanctions of the Gospel to the ancicnt
law have been promulgated. Is that maen-tkeft which
was condemned from Mount Sinai, at this era, equally
disgusting and uuarightcous ! The Kidnapper, says
the Moralist, is become the innoceii possessor of that
property :”> which was stolen. Thus, autiquity of origin
and continuance in the practice, would transform the
‘basest turpitudc into the noblest virtue ; for, although
the Lecturer avows, that the original robbery of the
Negros was ¢ the most atrocious inroad upon justice
aud humarity ever practised, ¢ he also affirmns, tha
a modern Slave-holder has innocentiy acguired, anc
righteously, beneficently detains his fellow-immortals
in the most ignominious, oppression and cruel bon-
dage. |

Dr. Smith excmplifies the difficulties, which a ma.
must surmount, who endeavours to combine truh
with error, and rectitude of principle with corruption
of practice. A descendant of the stolen Negros cannot
he enslaved with greater equity and benvielcncs thar



his ancestors ; and it is the very acme of delusxon, te
assert, that *‘the form of slavery at present is mild,
or that a Aumane treatment is excrcised towards the
coloured people. Evangelical philanthrophy is as far
removgd from the daily exhibitions of Slave-Dealers,
as Lazarus in Abraham’s tosom is scparated from
Dives in Hell : by a grear gulf fired. Some few
servants who perform the domestic duties are tclerably
fed and decently clothed ; but this indulgence is inecely
for ostentation like the household ornaments, and for
a deception upon visitors. To ascertain the Slave’s
recal character and overwhelming wretchedness, “the
rags, Jirt, nakf:'ness, coarse familiarity and promis-
cucus intercourse of the Negro-quarter ” must be
mvestigated : anc the most tlansnmy mspc"u(m evinces,
that =t the adralrable opportunity to improve a pecu-
dum® is ‘“the drudgery of perpetual labour ;” the
* humane trcutment,’’ Is ilic mortification of contempt,
the sensation of inieriority, and cespair of amendment:
ihe mildness of styvery is the deprivation of knowiedge,
and the lacerations of the scourge ; and the beneficence
of the Slave-Driver is the extinction of his captive’s
comfort, the insufficient and ofien unwhelesome food
which 1s aliotted him, the withholding nccessary rai-
ment, domestic requisites, even an uunhealthy hovel,
and the constant dread of a separation {rom bis as-
sociaies, endeaved to him by a mutual pariicipation
in similar misery.

Dr. Smith’s Morals and Politics are equally extra-
ordinary. All history corroborates the truth, that more
danger attaches to the Union from the internal than
from any external foes. The increase of slaves, arzicles
of merchandize,is by every means iacilitated, as it adds
to the property of the kjdnapper. What an heinous
transgression against God and Man ! Mercenary, avari-
cious oppressors are authorized to steal the child from
its Mother’s breast for endless servitude. What a
libel on the Republlc ! That from any motive, such
an atrocious crime, for one moment, should be pér-

')
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mitted with impunity. What a burlesque ! Philosophy
aeriously declares ; that a man who kas kidnapped
all the coloured persons on his plantation, ¢ has be-
come the innccent possessor of that prroperty.

Their numbers and strength augment; a sensc of
their power is also more deepi-rooted, and permanent ;
cre long the day of deliverance for them must arrive,
‘Their wmotto, ¢ ficaceably if we can, forcibly if we
must’ « Let my fieopile go ;" was the demand of
Moses, until the Red Sea received the Tyrants who
L.ad oppressed the children of Israel. Slave-holders
are neither in their devotional nor beneficent cha-ac-
teristics, much superior to the Egyptian Task Masters :
‘They are pre-eminent for infidelity, irreligion, dissi-
pation, and 1nscosibility to the misery which their
avarice and luxurv generate

Zhe wvoice of our Brother's blood cries to FHeaver
_rom the ground ; and national reformation or national
sunishment, cannot be far removed

We arc sometimes to consider a nation in a moral
iight, as a person, consisting of a body, a soul and
2 duration of life  All the peuple wiho composc this
nation are considered as one body : the maximis which
cirect its conduet, constitute its spirit  The aves of
.is continuance are the duration of its life. On tiis
principle, we attribute to those whe compose a nation
10w, what agre:-s with these only who formerly com-
nose it ; and to this whole body, not only those physi-
<al, but even those moral acttons, which belong only
o onc part of it : and that part of a nation which con-
*inues, 1s respousible for the crimes of that which sub-
zists no more. Qur Suviour considers a nation asa
rnoral person, who is responsible at ene time for crimes
commitjed at another, who hath been herne with, but
ath abused that forbearance, and at length; is punished:
poth for committing the crimes, and for abusing the
“drbearance that had been granted.*
(mm—

3 Blerthew 22, 29, 80, Lulbe 1Y, 47—51..



{f that part of a nation which subsists in one
period. hath no union of time with that which sub-
sisted in another period, it may have even four dif-
ferent unions of another kind. An union of infciese,
if it avail itself of the crimes of its piredecessors; an
union of apfircbation, if it applaud the shameful cause,
of its prosperity ; an union of emulation, if it follow
such examples as ought to be detested ; and an union
of accumulation, if instead of making amend for these
faults, it reward the dcepravity of those who commit
them. It men peaceably enjoy the usurpations of their
auncestors, they are usurpers, as their predecessors were,
and the justice of God may make these responsible
for the usurpations of those; and thus it wili bej if
you avail yourscives ot the crimes of your predeces-
sors, if you extenuate the guily, if vou imiiate (he
practice, and it vou fill up the mecasure of their int-
quities. The pxosp'nty of public budies, when it is
founded in 1niquity, is an edifice, which wi.h its basis
will be presemly sunk and gone. }

¢ The trade in huma:n flesh is so scandalous, that
it 1s to the last degree intarnous to suff*r it to be
carried oun by the authom} of the govertment of any
country.  With regaid to « regulauc v of slavery, my
destestation of its existence induces nie to kuow rig
such thing as a regulation of robbery ai:d a restrictien
of murder. Tiere is no modium, the le;,islatme must
either abolish it, or pl{‘ad gmlty to all the lniquity

with which it is attended.” ¥
“ Have the recorded enormitics ef slavery excited

due comnpunction in the nationat conscieuce ! Its evils
and iniquity we have scen, we have protessed to lament
them ; we have promised to ftorsake them. But what
has been the result ? We cierish slavery ; we hug
1t to our bosoms ; and we think to sanction the foul
cmbrace by pleading interest in opposition to the un-

t Saurin.

9 Charies James For, -



sophisticated dictates of conscience, and the express
and unequivocal commands of God. WWhat is this but
a deliberate rejection of the divine authority, and a
deliberate preference of the service of Mammon to
that of God? And whatever guilt arises from this
source is properly, strictly and undeniably national » ¢

Dr. Smith asserts, that all the pretences to justify
slavery are impiudent hypiocrisy, only equalled by the
inhumarity of the traffic. If the Slave-holder offers
one plea except the broad defence of open shameless
depravity ; if he make a solitary excuse distinct from
the inordinate love of wealth ; all kis equivocations
are the summit of boundless dissimulation: and ¢ if
a Church-Officer were a f{ollower of Paul the aged,
he would address such a man, especially if Ae seeks
20 turn away others jfrom che faith ; O full of all
subtility, and all mischief, thov chid of the Devwil, thou
enemy of all rightecousness, wilt thou 1ot cease to fprer-
vert the right ways of the Lord 2 *

Dr. Smith affirms, that the Slave-holder innocently
possesses his property ; that justice, humanity and
compassion require not the manumission of slaves,t
that a Iree people would not suffer a Legislature
thus to dispose of any cther portion of their property,
und that the public satety necessarily preventis a speedy
accomplishment of the emancipation of tue coloured
population, an event so desirable to humanity.

How can a Christian possess that which he knew
was stolen ? He who would gravely profess, that a
slave is homest propierty, is a subject for the lunatic
Hospital, not for moral discipline? How can a Phi-

¥ Christian Observer.

* Acts 13. 6—12.

t Against such, * moral philosofchy ;°° he whose blood
dues not boil with Christian indignation, is so far from
being a disciple of tha: Jesus who fronounced kis
hypocritical Auditors a generation of vipers, that he
ought not to be dsnominated, man.



WSUPLEr Ihcdicae that Slavety is tnc most atrocious
injustice, inhumauity and misery, and notwithstanding
declare, that he who has kidnapped his servants, is
not bound, by justice and humanity to impoverish him-
self for his Slave? How dare an Expositor of the
oook sanction the detention of men in Slavery ?

“ What free people would allow their Legisiature
to dispose in the same manner, of any other portion
of their property?”’ But Negros or their descendants
never could be firopierty. A free people and hold
slaves? Republicans, and traffic their fellow-creatures !
Dewmocrats, and enslave thuse who are horn withnatural,
inherent and inalicnable rights | and Christians all !~
NO : such persons are encmies of the Republic,
humanity, reiigion and God.

Br. Smith avers, that it is unjust, inhuman and
impracticable to emancipate the slaves: but the Lec-
ture’s equity and benevolence are totally indescribable.
Thefr is atrocious in Africa, but in America, it is
innocent. Kidnapping is the most diabolical barbarity
oun the Gold Coast, but tn Columbia, it is cruel to
impede persens from perpetraing tais enormity. “ To
impcverish himself for the benefit of his slave ' but
this is not a casc of charity. The slave was originaily
stolen ; all the produce of his labour except the mc*-t
wretched and meagre fure and cisthing has been pu:
loined ; and the services of his chiidren wluch ought
to bave been beuefited and requited the Parent’s care,
have only added to a Thief’s riches. Tue wealth of
every Slavc-holder in the World. is as obviously, an
unjust acquisition, as if he had entered a Bauk and
ebcaped witi a load of its nntes: alas ! the laiter v d
the inferior sin is punished, a d a most cnormous
crime which virtually includes the direct and sunul-
taneous transgression of the whole decalogue is le-
galized aud rewarded ; men being honoiZble 1n pro-
portien to the mw;mtudc of their robberies.

Shall interest affect our person only 2 Which is
mest uajust, to manumit 2 slave unrigbtecusly doomed



i Getaned for servituGe, v to sanctivn e cudicss
deprivation of ail his hopes and enjoyment 2 Which
is most inhuman ? To authorize the uuion of families
ard relatons, or to sever themn in eternal separation ;
Is not the plea, that emancipation is impracticable,
the most impudent hypocrisy, and the most glaring
absurdity ever propounded for contemplation ! Covetous
mea will not adopt the measure, but were every
Slave-holder impressively certificd of the iniquity and
danger of his oppressions ; were he sensible that ex-
clusion from heaven would attend a lite and death in
impenitence, after evangelical illumination had devel-
oped his guiit and its consequences; were he con-
vinced that the day of retribution would unfold for
him horrors inconceivable and everlasting; and did
he realize equal counscientious smiting upon this sin,
which he has experienced upon other transgressions ;
the Jubilee trumpet would soon proclaim universal
deliverance to the captive. Can any suppositious ex-
pediency, any dread of political disorder, or any pri-
vate advantage, justify the prolongation of corruption,
the enormity of which is uncqualled, or repel the holy
claim to its extinction ! The system is so entirely
corrupt, that it admits of no cure, but by a total and
immediate, abolition. For a gradual emancipation is
a virtual recogniilon of the right, and establishes
the rectitude of the practice. If it be just for one
moment, it is hallowed for ever; and if it be inequit-
able, not a day should it be tolerated.

No excuses for turpitude, no defence of crime can
possibly be valid. For creatures under the govern-
meot of divine Revelation, the question what is most
politic, ourht never to be asked; but what is our
daty 2 No man can derive any sclf-justification from
thc apology, tnat the sin is strictly chargeable upon
the nation, and that individuals are not inculpated in
the guilt; for * pational regard to the externals of
religion cannot avert national judgments, so long as



maurder and crue! oppressien, are sarctioned by law,
or permitted to be pe.petrated with impunity.” }

Dr. Swmith is @« lucii demonstiation of Apostolic
truth : evil communications corrufit good manners, The
n:ost inflexible opponent of Man-stecling, by a long
residence among Slave-Holders, although he never
actually participated in the traffic of souls, experiences
a torpor of indignation, an insensibility to huwan wo,
a deadness of evangelical philanthropy, and a dimi.
nution of his high sense of mcral rectitude, which,
were he to enter into a2 minute and sedulous investie
ration of his former conscientiousness, contrusted with
his present indifference, reminds hit of the indignant
replv; What ! is thy servant a dog that he should
do this great thing 2 force the mortifying lamcntation ;
Againat thee have I sinned and dome this evil in thy
sight ! and impel the melancholy prayer, Deliver mo
SJrom blovd-guiltiness, O God, thou God of my sal-
vation ; then shall I be innocent from the great (rans-
Lression !

Dr. Smith’s natural feelings revolt from slavery ;
but by vindicating its adherents, he has involved bim-
self in a labyrinth ; from which by no ingenuity, can
he be extricated. What more preposterous! an A-
m« rican Republican, who bousts of his freedom, driving
slaves. What more injurious ! A Philosopher, in-
culcating that the most atrecious inroad upon justice
and Pumanity on the coast of Africa, is mildness, e-
quity and benevolence ; in the interior of Columbia,
What more contradictory ! a Christian Minister’s
 Moral Philosophy,’’ confuting the self-evident veri-
ties oi his own Confession of Faith! This inconsist-
encv originates in that fear of man which bringeth a
snare. Know ye not that the friendshifi of the world
‘s emmity with God: whosoever theraforc will be a
fri=nd of the worlu, is the enemy of God * Such
a orofession of the Gospel as gives no offence to a

t Srcort,



waorld that Leth in wickedness, will leave a man t:

.‘:)Cllsl wiih the enemics of Christ "¢

Dr. Smith’s palliations are nefficient No sophistry
can disguisc the principle which he insinuates, the
innocenic: of the present Slave-holder—the justice of’
Yis cluim to the sloves, and the benignity with which
thev are maintainoa.  The Professor’s facts are as
anaccountable as his morals and pelitics—in what sec-

tior: of the Union—all that humunity, mildness, relaxa-

tion and arnicseents, but wiilch he himself graphi-
cally cefines to be the drudgery of perpetual labour,
ignorarce, bestiality and despair—are discernible, not
only defics the rescarches of Philosophy, but the dis-
coveries of Geography If they are circumscribed by

any department of literature, it is within the Astrono-

mer’s cirele (—JoUNnaARr observarions In direct une-|

quivocal contradiction (o Dr. Smith’s Philosophy ; we
asscrt 3 that no Slave-holder is inpocent; that he is
an unjust, cruel. criminal Kidnapper; who is guilty
of the most atrocious transgression against God angd
Man : that it is the most infatuated delusion for such
men to belicve, or th e mostimpudent hypocrisy in them
to profess themselves innoceut, that whole counties may
be traversed in which comparatively few persons can be|
iraced, who distribute as many comforts of as much
care to their slaves as their horses; that the general!

matagement of the slave is a complication of indescrib-

abie¢  barbarity : that Christian Professors are net

cxemp: from the enormity of the crime, or the appli-

cation of the charge; and cvery Man-stealer is DARED

either to refute the doctrine or to dispirove the ac-
usalion,

Smmo— - A

T Scott.
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