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It is o common romark, that whatover relates to the early history
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of eur country poasesses & peculiar intereat, Tho writer of the
following narmtives, having often listened with intense interest to
the thrilling events which occurred on the frontiers of Wawasink,
in times * which tried men’s svuls,”—and, as Paulding adds in his
Lifo of Washington, * their bodies too,"”-—=uud to tho striking inter-
positinns of Divine Provideuce, bas thought that their publication
would be interesting to the public—aand especially to that portion
who are descended from, or are connccted with, the early settlers
of Wawasink., DBui as the occurrences hore wero links in the great
chain of events by which our national independence was achieved’
wo trust its perusal will be jnteresting to all,

It is hoped that the contemplation of those scenes through which
onr patriotic ancestars were called, in tho pruviaance of God, to pass,
in ordar to sccure the enjoyment of those precious righta and privi-
leges which they esteemed of more value than life irself, will
rekindlo afresh tho patriotic inme in tho besom of their sons, and
norve them to resist, with an upflinching srm, any attempt to prostrate
or undermine our glorious national fubric, or any of our civil or reli~
gious rights and privileges, which cost them so much blood and
trensure, una which it is our solemn duty to transmit unimpaired to
postority, ~

1t is an intorosting thought, and ono intimately associated with the
early scttlement and defence of our covatry, that the great and para.
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mount aim of the great mass of its carly sottlors was, to sccura for
themselves and their descondants the inestimable prmluga of wor.
shipping God according to tnu dictate of comsciences cn'llghlencd by
his word. This was especmlly the caso with tho French Huguonots
and the Dissontors, or Yuritans, of England. It was this great oliject
which nerved them to endure all the bardships and privations inci-
dent to a settlemect in an unbroken wilderness, and arising from
isavage barbarity and treachery. It is to onr pivus and intelligent
ancestors that we are indebted, under Heaven, for the establishment
of those unparalleled civil and religious inetitutions which we enjoy,
and which distinguish us above every other nation under heaven.

. Soms of the Huguenots who {led fram Frauce, boforo the revocs.
cation of tho Edict of Nantz, (1685,) tarried some time in Hollznd,
where they enjoyed that precious boon of liberty which tiicy desired,
But “ the pluce was oo strait for them’ to think of making it their
permanent abode. - They obtained letters of introduction and recom-
mendation from tho Dutch in Holland, to their Dutch brethren who
hud already immigrated to Kingston, Uleter connty, with whom they
bocame amalgnmated; and by them the valleys of the Rondoat,
Walkill, aud Plattekill, have been chiefly sottled.

The writer of the following narratives, being fully convine2d of
the truth of the maxim laid down by the great father of his country,
in his Inaugural Address of 1789, ¢ That there is an indissoluble
union in tho ecouomy and course of nature, botweon virtue and hap-
piuvss, between duty and advantage,” bas made it a point to notico
the piounz sentiments and practices of our devited ancestors, and also
the signal interposition of: Divine Providence, as brought o view in
theso narratives. Many striking eveats have occurred, in tho history
of our country, which teash us that important truth, that ¢ God ia in
history,” and which ‘'#e think nro sufficient to;convinco sven the
atheist, that there is a roveroign Disposer of events, who presides over

'1thn destinies ‘of men and nations, W itneas, for example, tho case of
the immortal Washington, when exposed to seventoen fair shots of an
 Indiyn, whoserifle was not wont to miss ita mark, and our here escaped

¥
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anhurt,® What can be more cleur, to an unprejudiced mind, tinn that
Washington was raised up, and protected by Cmuipotence, for the.
oxpreas pucposaof delivering our country fromn the galling yoke of a
foreign despnt, und establishing u government that should be a model
for nll the world ? |

Wa ight also allude to the wounderful ecscapo of Colonel Mor-
gan, i1, two instances, by tneans of the sudden rising ol a river,
which averted lis capture by Guueral Cornwallis, while wmarching
with five hundred prisoners (romn South Cavolinn to Virginia.  Tlns
event hiad su important Learing upon thie aperations of the armies in
the Soutl;, which soon resulted in the surrender of Cornwallis, and
the close of the war. |

. Although tho fullowing narratives do not prasent such extraordi-
nary instances of divine interposition as the above, still the thoughtful
reader will find much to elicit his gratitude to that Almighty Being
who huas provided for us, in this western world, an asylum from the
galling yoko of civil and religious despotism,

As resposts his matortals for this little work, the author wonld say
that e has been mostly indebted to tradition. Seomething, bow
aver, bas been obtuined from those who were acturs in those scenes,
and wmuch from those whe were theu in boyhaod.,  Haviug lived for
many years in tho vicinity where most of the events occurred, and
having often heard them related by the old people, aud having bad
the apots puinted vut wlu'rc*lhuy tranapired, the writer has enjoyed
ndvantoges fu this respect over many others, in getting the incidents
correct, It is not expected, liowever, that o work of (bis kind should
Le perfect.  Notices ol errors, or auy further intevesting details, eon-
nected with these parratives, will be thankily received and acknaw-
ledged, and may ve wddressed to the publisher, Tt has Leeu the
great nim of the author to present a plain statement of fucts, aecord-

ing to tho best authonticated nccounts which have fallen within his
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* Paulding inforins us, in his Life of Washington, “that bis clothes werny
comipletely perforated with bullet holes, and that bie preserved that sait o
o memorinl of his miraculous preservation.”
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rcach—to applaud and commend the conduct of those who acted
well their part in the great drama through which thoy were ealled to
pass—and to exhibit the cowatds und Tories, in all their naked
- deformity, to the derision and contempt of the world, that uthers might

v . "
bo deterred from wulking in their steps. '

The author cun most heartily subscribe to the suggostions contain-
ed in an articlo published in the Christian Intelligencer of the 7th of
September, 1844, extracted from tho Christinn Parlor Mngnziﬁo,
wherein the writer atlvocates the propriety and utility of having a
history of our country, ¢ that would revesl the bentings of the come
mon heart in the cause of liberty—that would lead us into the domos-
tic circle,” and iuform us of what passed there, in thoso duys of
darkness, that tried men's and women's souls, ns well as those grent
achievements which decided tho fate of armies in aday. 8ach a his.
tory the anthor trusts he has been enabled to preaent of the town of
annsiulh!': and if similar histuries should Lo written of other towns,
equully rich in revolutionary Iere, materinls would be furnished for
such n work as isrecomnended inthe article ailuded iz nbove, The
author feels that ho owes an apolugy to the general’ reader for hia
minuténess in pointing out porticular localities aud family connex-
jons. He has been induced. to do so by tho conviction, that the
work would lose much uf its interest to tho descendants of tho first

settiers of Wawasink, (for'whom.it is particulnrly designed,) if this
featuro were omitted. | |

4
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INTRODUCTION.

-~

Wiuzen this country was discovered by Europeans, it
was found to be inhabited by a brave and warlike
people. Their immense numbers, and the extent of
their settloments, (which were found to be co-extensive
with the bounds of the continent,) evince that they
must cither have immigrated to this country in consid-
¢rable numbers, or thoy must have found their way to
this continent at aun early period, and spread by natural
increase. JTholatter would appear most probable.
- Their universal acknowledgment of o ¢ Great Spirit,”
or Supremo Boing, and their comparative exemption
from the dograding and abominable sin of idol worship,
would lead us to infer that they derived their origin
from u people that had a anﬂudgc of the true Jeho-
vah—perhaps from the patriarchs, as oarly us the time
of Jucob. We rcad in Genesis, 4Sth chapter, that
Jacob, after blessing the sons of Joseph, prophesied
that tho “ sced of Bphraun should become a multitude
of nations.” DPerhaps this prediction has been fulfilled
in the Americtit;t Indians, who are a multitude of dis-
tinct tribes, or * uations,” having poculiarities common
to all; which would lead us to suppose that they all
have one common origin. As respects tho manner of

their gotting across tho ocean, the most credible suppo-
* o , .
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sition, in the opinion of the writer, is, that they have
crossed from Asia at Bhoring’s Straits, which ure said
tc bo but forty miles wide, and might be crossed with
canoes ; and besides that, it 18 somoetimes frozon ovor.
They may also have crossed purt of the way on
the ice, and part of the way in a canoo. But all
attcmpts to arrive at certainty in this matter, have cver
proved futilo, and probably will, to tho ond of time.

It does not appear that the whites purchased the land
of the Indians west of tho Shawangunk, as they did tho
Old Paltz patent. This however, is not certain, Their
scttloments were scattored along the streams and brooks,
where they cultivated small patches of corn and some
other vegotables, on soil the casicst to bo subdued ;
having, until the whites. came amongst thom, no axes
but thiose of stono, and no arms but bows and arrows.
pomted with flint, which are still found occaﬂmnnl]y by
the ploughmnn. Their principal game was deer, which
abounded in the boundless forests nbout thom.

As the pa'lﬁ-faccs encroached upon them; thoy
rembwd farther into tho iwilderness ;_Lut thoy carried
on a traffic in furs, on their panrt, with ‘the whites, in
exchn.nge for blankets, tnnketa, ammunition, and intox-
icating drinks, and were on amicablo torms until thoe
French war, when, it appcara, that one family was mas-
sacred at the county line, seven miles south of Napn-
noch. After that, it.does nof appear that any depre-
dutions wore committed on this {rontior untit thé com-
mencement of the Revolution, * At that time tha Bntlsh
_agenta tukmg udmntagc of their fondneaa of war, and
of their too just.reason to complmn 'of the cncrnnchments
‘of the whites, and ulso of their cupidity, (by ol'ﬁ:mng_,
them a_guinca for overy. white scalp they obtnmcd,)
_mducml them to tnke part with them in an mmmpt to
" §ubdus the ons of liberty. Had it mot bﬁcn for’ ﬂus
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disgraccful act of tho British, of forming a contract with
savage tribes who could not be governed by tho rules
of civilized warfare, the inhabitants of this frontier
might have roposed in sccurity. DBut as it was, their
lives wero in constant jeopardy. At night they assem-
bled in stockado forts, or several families would assem-
blo in 2 common dwolling-house, all of which, however,
had their widows blockaded, and double doors, suffi-
cient to stop & bullet. Their arms, also, must always
be at hand. ‘When thoy went to church, they carried
their armor with them. When they were ploughing in
the field, it was nccessary to have a sentinel. Some
removed their families across the mountain, into tho
towns of Shawangunk and Paltz, for safety. The
State usually afforded some troops for the protection of
the frontier; but they were often inadequate to the
exigencies of the times, and the inhabitants had to
depcud mainly on their own resources for security and
defonce. In consequenco of this state of things, tho
goil was but partially cultivated ; whilst the price of all
imported articles raised, and the taxes of the people
were increased enormously ; and to this may be added
the depreciation of the continental money. Such wero
the burdens and privations in tho Revolution. DBut all
this was borne with paticnee, on account of the love they
boro to tho goddess of Liberty.

Although the Tories wore not so numerous here, as
in many other parts, still there were enough to apprisce
the Indians when thore was a favorable opportunity of
striking a blow on tho whites, when there were but
few troops on thetline, &e. The most bitter animosity,
(ns tho reader will readily apprehend,) existed botween
them and the Whigs ; and when thoy fell into the power
of thi latter, even after the close of the war, they wero
treated with every ingult, which justly incurred enmi-
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ty could devise, as will appear in the sequel of .this
work. ;

It was c\cccdmgly difficult to convict thcm of Tory-
ism, unless taken in the act of open hostility. Thay
would live on ho fronticr, be much out in the woods,
and cominunicato scerotly with the Indinns, and at tho
samo time profess allegianco to tho whites, The strong-
ost ovidenco againgt them, in most cases, was, that their
proporty was not destroyed.  'Whon they went out with
the Indians, thoy painted their faces, to avoid detection ;
but thoy could not paint thoir eyes, by which thoy wero
sometimes distinguished. In point of barbarity, thcy
wero even worse than the Indians, as will appear from
the fo'lléwing circumstanco, which occurred along tho
Mohawk River, and was rolated aftorwards by one of
tlwsn ,dcmons An human form, wilst under tho influ-
enco of strong drink.

The Indmns tnd Tories gained nccesa to a dweolling,
and they . found an infant laying in a cradle. As the
Indian approuched tho child with his tomahawk, it
smiled, and he shrunk back fromthe deed.  Althoughho
had, doubtless, often plunged the fatal instrumont of
death into the bosom of hardier focs, without compunc-
tion, the stout heart of the savage warrior gave, way
before the penctrating smilo of infunt innocenco: the
infornal Tory then advanced, and oxeccuted the fatal
deed.

‘Tho Indian sottlements being far remote from the
fronttcr thero was not much danger from thom in the

winter gcason; but as soon as the strengthened rays of
the vornal sun had dissolved the snows on the sides of

the western hills, they had to be oa their guard. Ifor
their better socurity, it was customary to have out spics,

or rangers, between the frontier and tho settlements of

" the Indians, to watch the movements of the enemy, and

Aty L S - £

Lowttrainy
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give notico of their approach; but in consequence of
the subtlo character of the encmy, but little benefit was
derived from this measure.

The Indinns have left an everlasting remombrance of
thomselves in the names which they have given to
places in this town ; such as Wawasink, Lackawack,
Honklill, Naponoch, Sockanisank,* Tupatcoke,t Poy-
enhook, &c.

Although our fathers were scverely tried by pri-
vations and hardships, they were not cast down.
A kind providence gave them strength according to
their day; and their common afilictions only served to
strengthen the bond of affection between them. The
following anccdotes will serve to show the good epirits
of the people, and glso their readiness for mutual
defenco.

Two men were ploughing on a farm, now owned by
Mr. Simpson, one mile south of Naponoch—a third
man wus stationed as a sentinel, to watch the Indians.
He becamo weary of watching, and strolled off along
the creek, amongst some trees; the ploughmen deter-
mined to put a trick upon him, snd at the same timo
punish him for his indolence. They seized their guns,
and fired over his head in the bushes. Not doubting
that a host of Indians were on hand, he Iaid his course
for tho Naponoch, and the ploughmen in full pursuit.
“ The race went hot” tfor about a mile, when he camo
to the Naponoch Creck, inta which he bounded like a
deer closely pursued by hounds., Herc he found somo
soldiers bathing ; but before ha could conimunicate the

matter, the ploughmen came up and explained tho
riddle.

* The namo of o spring in the Shawangunk mountain.
t Tho vame ofa lot of low-land ncar Naponoch.
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On another accasion, somo noighbors and soldiers
wero assembled at Capt. Androw Bevier's, at Nupo-
noch, in the ovening, and thoy determined to put u
trick upon Johannis Bovier, who lived whero tho I‘omnlc
Seminary now stands ; so thoy mounto:l the old cnnnon
on some kind of a carriage, loaded it, and drew it slily
immediately in front of Bovier's houso, in tho street.
One of the company went into the house, to provent him
from izjuring them, aud to seo how he would act. He
was sitting by the fire, rather in a sleepy mood. The
moment the cannon was fired, ho sprang up and scized
his gun, which lay over his hoad against the. boam, and
sprang to the window, ready to pour the leadon death
into his supposed advorsaries, when his hand was stayed
by the man who had been sent in for that purpose,

NoTE.~—A man by thename of Conradt Vernooy weashot by tho Indians,
in the Freanch war, as ho was riding along the read near the house of
John G. Hardenbergh, Esq. He rode to tho Eaquire’s.  On loosoniug his
clothes, the blood gushed out, and he died suddenly. Ho was ananceator

of 8imon Vernooy, now living in tho town of Shawangunk, Ulstor county.

+
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~ THE INDIANS.

NARRATIVE I.

Osterhout and Anderson tnken Prisoners, neor Binghampton—Thoy
Kill tho Indinos and Escape—Strango Conduct of Andorson.

It is the unanimous testimony of tradition, that the
following events occurred a little before, or about the
commencement of tho American Revolution-—the pre-
ciso dato 1s not known.

There wus a widow lady living at Lackawack, about
four miles from Naponoch, who had lost her second

husband. Mer first busband’s name was Osterhout, and

she had a son by the namo of Jacob Osterhout. She
kept & public house at that place; and it appears that
cither Osterhout or Anderson had, on a previous occa-
sion, offended the Indians, by telling her not to let
them have any moro liquor. The Indians were deter-
minad on rovengo ; snd a favorable opportunity occur-
ring when Goorge Anderson and Jacob Osterhout
ware both at this, tavern in the night, three Indians
ontered it, took thom both prisonors, and carried them
off towards Binghampton, in Broome county. It appears
that whilst they woro securing the prisoners, the woman
fled, with no other clothing about her than her night
clothes. She was out all night in the woods, and in a
shower of rain. Ths noxt day sho cume to Wawa-.
sink, and gave the alorm, Whether the Indians wero
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pursued or not, the writer has not been ub]e to ascer-
tain—tho probublhty i8, that they wore.

The prisoners wore taken to within thirteen mles of
tho placo of dostination, where thoy cffected tnuir
escape. George Anderson could understand the Indian
dialect, and on their last day’s march ho gathered from
the conversation of the Indians that it was their design
to scalp Osterhout, he being a woakly man, and not
able to travel fast. They said his scalp would feteh
more than he would be worth alive. "Anderson made
this known to his companion in tribulation, and cndoav-
ored to inspire him with a determination to make a
desperate cffort to escape. At night, in the providence
of God, an opportunity offered. The Indmns, as their
custom was, after teking supper and socuring the pris-
oncrs, retired to rest by the side of a large firo provided
for the purpose. Before the Indians retired, a knifo
had been used either by them in sccuring the pnaonem
or by the prlsonom, in cating. Andcrson succeeded in
covering it slightly in the leaves with his feet, tvithout
being * discovered by the Indians. Théy looked for it
before retiring to rest, but not finding it readily, gave
up the search. Tired by the avocations of the day,
they soon fell into a deep sleep ; but sleep wis too * coy
a dame to be wooed by the prisoners that night.”
With the assistance of the glimmering embers, Ander-
gon found the knifo, with which lhio cut loose the fetters
of lus fellow prisoner, who then cut htm loose. The
next thing was to despatch the Ind.una, two of whom
]ay on ono side of the fire, and one on the other. The
understanding was that Osterhout should kill the one,
and Anderson the other two. Each took the hatchet
to give the fatal blow. Andorson ‘commenced ; but in
- his haste, he struck the first Indian rather Bhghtly, when
he rose up and foll into the fire ; the next blow finished
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the other. Osterhout not doing his part, he crossed
ovor to the other side of the firg, and killed the third
Indian. In tho mean time Osterhout had pulled tho
first Indian out of the fire, instead of helping to destroy
them, This conduct of Osterhout appears surpassing
strange, und can only be accounted for on the ground
that he, being a weakly, timid man, was completely
disconcorted and unnerved, and for the time being, did
not know what he was doing. There were two squaws
with the Indians, who woke up, and made the forest
rosound with their frantic yells. One tradition of this
cvent says that the agreement between Osterhout and
Anderson was, that tho former wuas to kill the squaws,
and tho latter tho Indians. Could this have been
cffected, their subsequent danger of arrest by other
Indians would not have been half so great. But as it
turncd out, they were well aware that the squaws
would inform the nearest Indians of what had ocecur-
red ; and if they should he so unfortunate as to fall
into their hands, aftor having killed three of their num-
ber, the most awful terture that savage barbarity could
invent, ecmbittered by revenge, (the darling passion of
the Indian,) would be their inevitable doom, Nerved
by thisreffection, as well as encouraged by what they had
already, with the blessing of Heaven, been cnabled to
-~ acvomplish, by which they wero relieved from imme-
diato danger, they mado cvery preparation in their
power for their return, taking from tho slaughtered
Indinns all the food which they had with them,
and such other articles as might be uscful to them in
their journey, which lay most of the way through un
unbroken wilderness, frequently traversed by parties
of hostile Indians. Never was the influence of that
_immortal passion which a benignant Creator has im-

planted in the ‘broast of every human being, moro
2#
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necessary than on this occasion. Well has the poot
8aid ;-

‘ [Tore, of all posslona, moet bofrionids us horo ;

I"assions of ptuuder namo bLeftlond ns losa;

Jay haa hoe toars, and Transport hins hor death ; :
Hopo, like n conlinl, innncont, though strong,

Maa‘a hoart at oaca {aapicits aud doronocs.”

Irom the part Osterhout hiad nctod, nud {rom the
fact that ho was naturally a timid, weakly man, Audor-
son was well awaro that their eacape, if offocted, would
dopond mostly on his own vigilanco und porsoyornuco.
His spoed was much rctarded by the slow movoments
of lis companion, and self-preservation doubtless dic-
tuted ¢o him to lewve lim Yohind—but this, overy foel-
ing of hiimuuity and affoction, strongthencd by their
being compaonions in suflering, forbade,  Besides this,
how could he over approach the prcﬂuncc of that ton-
dor and heart-broken mother, yoarning aver tho fato of
hor unfortunate son) Their scanty supply of provisions
was soon oxhaustod, and torturing lhunger, the usual
scourgo and accompanimont on snch occasions, begun to
pierco their vory vitals, Although they hud arms and
ammunition, they darod not fire at any gaino, for ﬁ;mr
of boing heard by Indmnu. In the conrso of thoir
march,.they foll in with a horso, which thay killod witle
a sponr, and cut the flesh out of the thighs to cat.  Thoy
weore obliged to avoid the useal routo, and olten to
socroto themsclves in tho day time and trayel at night,
in ordor to ovoid dt,tct,l.mn, and on unc occasion Andcr-
gou had to swim a umull rivor: with Osterbout on hm
back. L | o

Aftor aufloring :morc than tongno: con tol), or
pon deacribo, thoy arrived at a house on Honklill,
where Chester L, Dudley now lives, then ownod by a
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man . namod Timmorman.®  This place was, or be-
cumo soon aftor, the site of o stockude fort, and was
occupied by a garrison, ns will appear in the next
narrativo.

Osterhiout and Anderson wore so nourly exhausted
with hunger that it would have beon death to them
both, to have caten u full meal. Anderson had still
solf-govornment cnough to manage his own caso. lle
took o crust of bread and eat it, and kept walking
ncross the floor., Osterliout was fed like a child, 1llis
slender constitution survived the shock but a short
time, and he was numbered with his fathers.

The conduct of George Anderson after this time
bocamo surpassing strango, and wo can no longer con-
ternplato him as the brave and undaunted hero. It was
no doubt tho result of physical discase, caused by his
oxtruovdinary sufferings. o appeared to be constantly
in_fear, and apprehensive of some imminent danger.
Ho left Wawasink and went across the Shawangunk
Mountain, and teok up his sbode in a cave, from which
ho would gally out in the night and tako things that
were not his own, to satisly his wants, Ile became

* This Timmorman was such o notorioss old miser, and hind such
a faculty for arousing the sympathics, that a briof netico of him, it is
believed, will bo interesting to the seador. Ho owred a house nnd
farm, and had onoe or moro hoys to assist him in working it; but in
preferonco to that, hio went bogging all avonnd the country, and in
large towns nnd cities. Ho wos o very pitiful looking man, acd
could invent o toest plaintive story : ho also possessed tho uncommon
faculty of crying whenover it would asgist hiwm in arousing tho sym-
pathies of tha people and recowpliching his ouds. A more despica-
ile cliaracter can searcely bo imngined to exist in hiuman form, than
the nbove. He carriad the leg of.an old stocking for his monoy-
pursc. ‘Whon his old chimnoy was torn down, u fow yocars sinco,
by John Cliristio, four or five hiard dollars wore found betwoeoen tho
slonos.
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quite a pest to tho people, but they.forbore to arrest
_or punish him, from tho consideration of what ho had
suflored, and that it was supposed he was not in his
right mind, 'The last that tho writer has'been sble to
learn of him, he was journcying towards tho Wost. - It
has been intimated that the ground of his mental dis-
tress was o guilty conscionce, for having: killed tho
Indians; but it appears to tho writer that he was justi-
finble, both in tho sight of God and man; and that his
fears wore the result of mental derangoment,

i
L

NARRATIVE II.

. ]

Murder of Shurker and Millar—-ﬂnkur takon Prisoner~~T hree Darns
and one House Bumt~Pursuit, by Capt, Kortrito--Massacroe of
Liout. John Graimn, at Graimsville—1urial of tho Dead.

Tne ovents of this.narrative took pluace nextin the
order of time to the precoding one, but the precise 'date
the writer has not been able to ascertain. It must havo
been in the early part of tho war; probably in'77 or
’78. ‘There were three families living at that timo in
the vicinity of Pinebush, 'in the town of Rocliester,
where Mr, Churchill now lives, by the name of Shurk-
er, Miller and Baker. Tt appears that Shurker was
suspected of being a Tory; and that a short time
~ previous to tho occurrenco of tho following covents,
a Whig neighbor had been at his'houso, and intimated
as much to him, ‘personally ; nnd that ho' then made
tho strongest attestations of fidelity to the causo of liber-
ty; and that this wus overheard by some Tories, und
communicated to the Indians, Living thus on the out-
“'posts, and in imminont danger from both Indians and
Tories, those peoplo had strong temptations to keep the

- Ml mr™ ¥ s
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good will of the cnemy, in order to save their lives and
property, though at heart they weroc Whigs. DBut if
thoy had had the disinterested patriotism of a Wash-
ington, who reproached his steward for furnishing sup-
plies to tho British when their fleet lay near his premi-
ses, (although by that means he saved his buildings from
the devouring clement,) they would nover have tumper-
ed with tho enomy in that way. At dawn of day the
alarm of * Indicns,” was heard at the military posts at
Pincbush. The roport of fircarms was heard, and the
flames woro secn through the twilight, ascending from
burning buildings, in awful grandour, to the heavens,
telling, in unequivocal terms, that the destroyers were
there. Capt. Benjamin Kortrite, father of Cornelius
Kortrite, now living at Pinecbush, on the old home-
stead-—a man who knew not what fear was, and who
was always ready at the call of his country—marshalled
his patriotic band, with his usual agility, and marched
to the scone of action. 'When they came in sight, they
saw the enemy rotiring from the house, which was on
fire. They halted 2 mowent, extinguished the fire, and
saved this houso; but another house and three barns
were consumed. Iere they found Shurker, with his
brains dashed out. Whilst thoy were here, thie enemy
fired o volley on the hill near by. After putting out
the fire, they pursued the enecmy. When they cnne on
the hill, they found Miller, literally perforated with
bullot-holes. It 13 romarkable that the women and
children wore not injured on this occasion j which may
be accounted for by the consideration, that @ large pro-
portion of the enemy wero Tories ; that they may have
hud some tiés of relationship, or aflivity, which restrain-
ed them, in this case, from their usual lﬂrhanty

Capt. Kortrite pursued thom until he camo to thé
Vernooy Creck, when, his provisions being exhausted,
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ho.roturned home to Pincbush. . On their return, thoy
buried tho unfortunute Shurkor and Mlllcr, who fell
martyrs to the causc of hborty * ~ -

The fate of Baker is wrapt in lmpanetrabln myﬂwry
Nothing has ever boen seon or heard of him, He was
tho stoutest man of the three. 1t is not improbuble that
he was reserved by tho Indians as tho object on which
to wreak their vengeance for the threo red men killed
by Aunderson, as mentioned in tho preceding narrative,
There is one consnlmg reflection connected w:,th this,
and slmllar tragedics recorded in this ittlo work, and
that is—that whatever pains they may have inflicted on
the bodies of their victims, they: could not kill the im.
mortal soul ; tmd that if they have had an intorest n the
greut Redcemer of mankind, they will be rmsed to
lmmortahty oand glory at the Jast groat day, and be
again united in everlasting bonds of love and aftection
with those they loved below. .

At the time.of this massacre, there was a body of
two or threc hundred troops laying nt tho Fort on
Honkhill, where C. L. Dudley now lives/ On lcarn-
mg the facts above stated, it was msolvcd by tho ofﬁcer
. 1n, command, to fit out an axpcdmon to waylay the
Indmns on tllcn' return, at the Chestnut Woods, (now
called Grmmswlle,)‘( in Sullivan county, sbout. thirtcen
~ miles from Naponoch. . The officer called out for volun-
teers, when Licut, J ohn: Graims, .or Grnlmms, ﬂtcppcd
out. Ho was asked how many men he would have;
to. WhICh he rephed thut he would: take no moro thun
“ his ﬁ_ﬂ?@(ﬂ" zave, ‘mm, whmh was mghteen prwatea,
with one sergeant and corpoml Tlna, it.appears, was
cn]lerl 2 Lioutenant's guard -He was oﬂ'ared more men,
but refused to take them. In thm he exhibited more
valor, than prudence or skill in fighting Indians, as tho
evont will show. . SR

x !"l"fhrt‘ v e 1o T rh
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He marched on immediatgly, and reached 'Graims.-
«ille in advance of the encmy. He sclected his posi-
ion at the foot of a steecp hill. They wore all raw
recruits from tho old towns on the east side of the
Shawangunk, and knew nothing about Indian warfare—
fit subjects to give the Indians sport. Abraham Van-
campon, the only good marksman amongst them, Graims
had imprudently sont a hunting, to_get them some fresh
mcat. Before he returned, the Indians came. They
had discovercd tho plot of the whites; und the skill and
ingenuity manifested 1n their attack, is seldom surpass-
cd in tho annals of warfaro, savage or civiized. Unc
Indian only was scut forward on the regular path in
front of Graims’ garrison. All the rest had approached
undiscovered from the opposity side of the hill, and oy
ready with their fingers on the triggers of their guns to
sond the leaden death into the bosoms of their unsus-
pecting foes. Mr. Graims bad just beon very deliber-

ately tuking a drink from a crystal rivulet, which {lowed

in gentle murmurs near his camp, harmonizing with the
calm and quict framo of lis mind, and os he rose
from drinking, ho saw an Indian in the path, aud
directed his men to fire. A volley was discharged at
him without eficet, ~ As my informant says, * he jumped
up sound.” Now was the time for the Indians on the
opposito side to perform their part in the game. Tha
attention of the whites was all dirccted to the one
Indian, and their guns discharged. At their first fire
Geraims fell, and most of his men.,  Ior the remnant to
protract the contest, under such circumstances, wonld
have bocn the height of folly. Two men, besides Van-
campen, made their escapo to tho fort, to tell the hor-
rid tale. Never was a flock of partridges more effoctu-
“ally and skilfully taken in a fowler's net, than were the



24 mnnm NARRATIVES,

inexperienced and unfortunate Liocut, Joln Graims aml |
his unsuspecting guard. ,

The greatest care shonld ever be exertised in sclect-
ing officers to conduct an expcdition against Indians,
and nono shonld ever be entrusted with that service
who arc not qualificd by nature and a thorough knowt-
edge of Indian traits, and their peculiar modes of war-
fare. Every attempt that was made in this quarter to
surprise or imntercept the Iudiens, failed of suceess.
‘When the Indians were strong enough, they would
- attack and defeat the whites. If too weak, they would
cvade them, or retreat; and one might as well attem:
to stem the foaming curront of Niagara at tho summit
of the fulls, as to think of ovt,rtukmg t]wm in the
waods. '

As scon as tho necessary preparations conld bo made.
a force of three hundred men wont up to Graimsville t.
bury the dead. They found them all scerlped, and di-
vested of overy articlo that could be put to any use;
but their bodies wore not mangled, ns was frequontly the
case. Thoy were buried in several separate trenches
in the place where they foll,  The troops had consider-
able sport with one of the men who escaped. In his
haste, in jumping acrosa a brook, his bayonet had struck
into the ground, and ho had left his gun, not taking time
to pullit out. It was found to be loaded and all the
cartridges were in his cartridge-box, so it was evident
that he had not once fired his gun. It may bo propel
hcre to obsorve that the placo whero Graims fell, i
called Graimsville, ufter lns name, and serves to com-

memorate that ovent. It'was called the “ Chestnut
‘Woods" before. | '



NARRATIVE 111.
Nurrow Escape of Throo 8clhool-cliildren from the Indians.

Tne following incident also oceurred, it is believed, in
tho carly part of the American Revolution, and 18 trea-
sured up in tho minds of the descendants of the sub-
jeets of this happy escape from savage barbarity, as a
precious reniniscence of the trials and dangers through
which our fathers had to pass, and of the guedness of
that God whose dircction and blessing they did not fail
to implore, in those * times of nced.”

Threo children started from Jacob Bevier's, who lived
in Naponoch, in tho lane where Job Crum now lives, in
tho old stone house, to go to school at Wawasiuk, ncar
where Jacob S. Vanwagnen now lives. One of those
children was Jocob Bevior’s son, and father of Andries
Bovier of Tuthilltown, lately decoased. His name was
Abram, and from his being a bright and shrewd child,
he had reccived the nickname of Lawyer-um, by which
he was gonerally known amongst the old Dutch people.
The other two, it is believed, were his sisters.  1n thosoe
times there was a footpath which left the rond o little
cast of where Abm. G. Bevier now lives, and struck
the road again about half a mile further east. Soon
after leaving this path Lawyer-um discovered two or
three Indious sitting by thoe wayside, cither engaged in
cating a pieco, or mending their moceasons.  He imme-
diatoly sung out *Indians,” but having been in tho
habit of muking false alurms, in order to frighten his
schioolmates, was not heeded at first ; but they soon per-
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ccived by his countenance, which spoke a language not
to be misunderstood, that it was now in‘earncst. They
dropped their dinner baskets and ran for life. A littlo
knoll mtervening betwoen them and the Indians, they
could not keep sight of them. The childron took the.
footpath, and were happy in reaching home in safoty.
The men then went after the Indians. ‘They saw by
their tracks in the road whoro the footpath intersccted
it, that thoy had been at o loss to ascertain which - the
children had taken, and whilst they dallied the children
got beyond their reach, and were hoppily restored to
the bosom of their perents and frionds,

LI | .

NARRATIVE IV.

Massacre at Fantinckill~-1Vidow Isanc Bevier and two sons Killed—
Magdaleno taken Prisoner and Relensed-—Michael Socks’ whole
{amly Killed—Narrow Escipo of Jesse Bevier and Family—WWon-
derful Sngacity of a Dog—Dold and Heroic Conduct of Louis Bo-
vier and Conradt Bevier——Arrival of Col. Cortlaud’s Regimeont-—
Flight of the Women and Children to tho Mountain—Laudable
Conductof Capt, Kortrite.

Tue following narrative is full of intercsting inci-
dents. It occurred in the midst of a scttlement of tho
descendants of the Fronch Huguenots, and tho distin-
guis'hing traits of that people are brought to view i
this narrative. They were bald, persevering and rese-
lute—were firm believers in the doctrine of a.particular
providence, which they did not forget to invoke in overy
timo of nced. The three familice mentioned above
Jived at the Fantinekill, near each other; about three
quarters of a mile northeast of Ellenville. It appears
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that tho attack was simultancous on those three {fumi-
lieg ; in fact, they lived so near cach other that the one
could not be assaulted without alarming the other two.
As usual, tho ussault was made just at the dawn of day.
It would appcar to bo characteristic of the Indians,
when they have tho opportunity, to commence their
assauits at that time, It was the case at the burning of
Wawasink, in 1781. The crew of the ship ¢ T'on-
quin,” belonging to John Jacob Astor, were destroyed
at tho break of day by tho Indinns on the north west
coast, in 1810. Aud the attack upon Gen, Harrison at
the Tippicanoe River was made a little before day.
Ono oxcoption occurs to the mind of the writer, which
iy tho slaughter of the Virginians in 1824, under the
command of the successor of Powhaten, this commenc-
ed precisely at 12 o'clock, M—Therc was ¢ young
negro, by the name of Robert, living at the widow Isaac
Bovier's. He heard an unusual tramping around the
house, early in the morning, like that of horses. Ho got
up and listened, and soon found out that it was Indians.
He opencd the door, and taking a lttle start, jumped
out aud ran. As -ho was going, ho reccived a wound
from a tomahawlk in bis head, and a ball was fired
through the elhow of his roundabont, but did not hurt
him. The Indians sung out, in their native tongue—
¢ un, you black! run, you black!” It does not ap-
pear that he was pursued by them. IHe made his
cscape over tho low.and to Naponoch; but tarried o
while in the field, at a stack, in order to stop the blood
which was flowing profusely from his wound., Wheth-
er tho Indiang met with much resistanco or not at this
place, does not appoar; but we know that the widow
and both her sons were killed.  T'he house was set on
fire, and the women went into tho cellar.  Thoe daughter
Magdalone took the Dutch Jfamily Bible with her.
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When the flames approached them there, they choso
rather to deliver themselves up to the sevages than to
enduro a horrible death by firc—and then, too, thoy did
not know but that God, who can turn thoe hearts of all
men, ‘“cven as the rivers of water are turned,” would
interpose'in their behalf. Tho ovent proved that * tho
onc must be taken, and the other left.”” They mado
their way through the collar-window—thoe mother in
advance. The daughter threw hor apron over hor
head, so as not to see her mother killed. - What tongue
can describe the feolings of that mother and daughtor
at that moment ! - It is in vain for meto attempt to des-
cribe thiem. Language fnils—words are inadequate to -
express them—and I must leave it to thoe refiections of
the render. The Indians were ready to receive their
unfortunate ‘and unoffending victims. The mother
instantly became a prey to tho ruthleqs tomahawk,
whilst the daughter was retained a5 a prisonor. It is
sald that a young Indian manifestod a strong attach-
ment to her, and interposed in her behalf, but this 1s not
certain. Some of tho old people say that sho was saved
on account of ber not being altogethor sane; which was
tho case. The Bible was wrested from her hands and
stamped in the mmud. When the Indians left the, placo
thoy took her a short distance into the woods, and then
sent her back with 2 war-club, and a lettor written by
the Tovies te Capt.Andries Bevier, at Naponoch, The
club was stainad with fresh blood and hair. It was long
in the family of the Beviurs, but 1s now lost.
In the letter they invited the old Captainto dine with
them the noxt day at Lackawack. Thero was an allu-
~sion in it to the club—that so they mecant to serve him,
On her return. she recovered that invaluable treasure
which-she had preserved from the flames—some of the
loaves were soiled by the mud, but not materially. Itis
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still pmacr:red as a precious rolic in the family of her
connections.

Whethor the two boys perished in the flames, or were
tomahawked, the writer has not been able to learn.
This widow DBevier had a daughter by the namo of
Cuatharine. She had been lately married to Abm. Jon-
gcn, whoso f{athor lived about four miles routhwest of
Fauntinckill, and was strongly suspected of being a
Tory, and of assisting and communicating with the
Indians. Tho following are somo of the circumstances on
which this guspicion rested. 1. IHis premisces, although
- on the outposts, and unguarded, were not molested, 2.
‘The moccason tracks of the Indiuns were seen about
his premises. 3. MHis daughter, who was at 2 necigh-
lror’s house, was importuned to return home the night
before Fantinckill was burnt. 4. It wassomanaged that
his dnughter-in-law was at that time on a visit to Jacob
Bevier’s, at Naponoch., By the death of his daughter-
in-law’s fumily, his son {cll heir to the estate at Fantine-
kil. ® ®* ¢ ® If he was guilty of participation in
go foul a plot, ho has had to account for it to Him who
“ judgeth righteous judgment,” and who will bring every
sccret thing into judgmeoent, whether it be good or ovil.
May this roflection warn us all to *¢ beware of covet-
cousness ; for a mun’s life consisteth not in the abun-
dunce of the things which ho possesses,”

The family of Michacl Socks were all killed. As
none survived to tell the awful tale, no particulars can
begiven here.  There wero a futher, amothor, und two
sons who were young men ; and it1s believed that there
were two other members in the family,* One young

gl . el el b Sl il L0 ey

* Since writing the above, I have learnedd from anunquestionable sonreo

thnt thero were two children in this family; s0 the whole number lost was
cleven.
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man, cither a Sccks or a Bevier, had run same distance
from tho house into a picco of plowod ground, wheroe it
appoars that a desperato’ contest had takon place be-
tweon him and an Indian. A large patch of ground
was troddon down ; and tho scalped and mangled corpse
of tho young man lay upon it—ho had sovoral svounds
from a tomchawk in his urms. A few days boforo this
thero had beon o training at Naponoch, and ono of
thoso boys boasted that ho was not ' afraid of tho Indi.
ans. We may loarn from this how vain i i &u put con-
fidenco 1 tn an arm of flosh, instead of the'* & ht) God
of Jaco

At’ tho houso of Jesse Bevier thore wero somo
‘“ mighty mon of valor,)” and the ecnemy accord-
ingly mct a warm rceoption. Tho first salute which
the old mar recoived was, tho blocks in tho window
wore stove in, and two or threo bnlls wero fired just
abovo his head, as ho lay in'the bed.” He sprang from
tho bed and seized his axe, with which he prevonted
them from cntering the window, at tho sanio timo call-
ing to his sons David and John, who - wem goon in rea-
diness, and a desperate action ensued. Thoso Bovicn
were all famous marksmen, and extraordinarily fond
of hunting, especially David, who had some cliice
po'w'deir for'that purpose, which his mother brought for-
ward in tho course of the action. Ho declined fo uso
it ; thinking that commion powder was good onough to
shoot Indians with.  ® ® ® They had their powdor
looso in basins on a table, for. the sake of 'comfbnienéo,
and moasured their chargos only in ' their Imuda
appears that tho women assisted ‘in loading—it bemg
common to have a double stock of arms. DBut tho cue-
my fired tho old log ‘house at a point whero the littlo
band of Huguenot heroes could not bring their guns: to

k

boar.' Their situation now became alarming in the
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oxtrome. Every drop of liquid in the house was ap-
phcd to retard the progress of the flames, by the women.
They took milk, and even swill, in their mouths, and
spirted it through tho cracks of the logs, hoping in this
way to protract their existonce until reliof might come
from Naponoch. At this awflul crisis, when death in
its most awful form was staring them full in the faco,
that pious mother, knowing that *¢ with God all things
are possible,” and that man's extremity 1s his opportu-
nity, proposcd that they should suspend hostilities, and
unite in petitions to the throne of grace for mercy.
David replied that “she must pray, and they would
continue to fight,””—Although lis name was “ David,”
and ho was “ the son of Jesse,” ho ovidently possessed
more of the spirit of * Nimrod” than of Isracl’s king.
But perhaps ho thought of the words of Solomon,
‘“that thore is a time for overy work and purposec under
the sun;” and that now was the time for “ his hands to
war and his fingers to fight.” DBut that mother prayed,
and the sequel will show its efficacy, in connection with
the verification of the promiscs of God to those who
call on him in sincerity and truth. Wherever this narra-
tive 18 read, ¢ thore will this also which this woman did,
be” read, ¢ for a memorial of her,” and for encoursge-
‘mont to those who shull come after, to follow her ex-
ample.

' We frequently meot with accounts in the publie prints
of tho sagacity of dogs—somo indeed that are very
remarkeblo—Dbat it 1s belioved that the following, taking
ull the circumstances into constderntion, is without a
parallel in tho history of that animal. In the course of
the morning, after the battle commenced at Fantinckill,
Jesse Bevier's dog, without any sign or motion fromi
his muaster, ov having been trained to any thing of the-
kind, came toanponnch a distance of two miles, tothe
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houso of Lowis Bevior, his master's brother. Hocamo
to him and jumped up aguinst his breast, aud louked at
him, and then ran to tho gato which led to his mastor’s,
looking back: to sco if ho was coming ;——thiy ho did
soveral times. Lewis could distinctly hear tlm ﬁrmg at
Fantinckill, and could casily guess what was going on,
but fear had hitherto deterred him from going; but now
he resolved to go, if he should go alone. Ho took his
arms aud hastened to his neighbor’s, Johiannis Bevior's,
who lived whero the I'emale Seminary now stands, and
told him that his brother’s dog had come to call him, and
he would go to his relief; that * it was too much for
flesh and blood to stand ;” and wanted him to go with
him ; but he thought it not prudent to go, as the Indinns
were expected there every minuto, and it was almost
cortain death for them to go alone. Dut there was

standing by, a youth, by the name of - Conradt, son of
Johannis, whose patriotism and courage, kindled into a
lively flame by the pathetic address of his friend, roso
superior to all fear, and he determined to go with him.
In addition to his courago and martial skill, this youth
was extremely fleet on foot, like Asahel of old, * ho was
light of foot as a wild roe.” Mo boasted that no Indian
could outrun him. Those two sct out over the low-lands
for Fantinokill. 'Wlhen they cameo near, the Indian sen-
try on the hill fired an alarm. The Indians and Tories,
not knowing how large a company was coming, imme-
diately withdrew from the house, and they. rushed in.
Tho flames at this moment had oxtended, in spite of il
their exertions, to the curtaing of the bed. The door
was now thrown open, and tlm women rushetl down
¢he hill to the spring, for water to extmgulsh the flames,
whilst the men stood at the door with theu' arms in
their hands, to protect them.

. Amongst the women who went to the spring was Jes-



COL. CORTLAND'S REGIMBENT, 33

se's daughter Catharine, mother of Mrs. Danicl Hoorn-
beek, now living at Wawasink, Whilst at the spring
sho heard the groans of the dying in the swampy
ground near by. ‘L'ories were also recognized, by their
striped pantaloons, and also by the strecaks which the
sweat made in their pamted faces. The fire was hap.
pily extinguished, and this family saved from an awful
catastrophe. IHad not assistanco urrived from Napo-
noch, precisoly when it did, we cannot see how they
could have escaped’; and the writer thinks that he can-
not justly incur the charge of fanuticism, in ascribing
this wonderful deliverance to the direct interposition of
divine providence, in their behalf, in answer to prayer.
That God who commanded the ravens to feed the pro-
phet Ilijah at the brook Cherith, in a tune of persecu-
tion and fumine, aud who caused the beasts te go into
Noual's ark—the clean beasts by sevens, and the un-
cloan Ly twos—could, and doubtiess did, direct that
dog to do as asbove stated ; and which resulted in their
deliverance.

We must now ask the attention of the reader-to what
transpired at Naponoch. Col. Cortland’s regiment had
been lying in the vicinity of Naponoch for some time
previous to this event, but their time of service had
expired a few days belore the assault was made at Fan.
tinekill; ond it wos suppoesed that the Tories had
found this ou:, and made it known to the Iadians.
“But the soldiers, having received some money,
liad got into u frolic at a tavern in Wawasink, and
were thore on the morning of the alarm.  They were
mustered with all possible speed, and when they came
to Nuponoch, were joined by Capt. Andries Bevier's
company, and muched to the scence of action. When
thoy came to the Naponoch Creck, tho Indian yells and

war-whoops were heard on the western hills, and the
3 ‘
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savages fired at them as they were crossing tho stream,
and continued to fire on them from the woods, as they
passed on towards IFantinekill, Thoir fire was pronypt-
ly rcturncd by the regiment. It is not known that any
loss was sustained on eaither side,.at this stage of the
action; but there is no doubt that Jesse and:his sons
killed some of them, as before intimated. ‘The Indians
made their way off to the west, firing the woods as they
went, to avoid pursuit.—Whenthe war-whoop washoard
on the hills west of Naponoch, and the soldiers wéro scen
leaving the place to go to FFantinckill, the women, child-
ren and invalids, made z precipitate flight to the Shatv-
angunk Mountain, expecting that the Indians would en-
ter, and burn the place—which, indecd, thoy might have
done with case, had they known tho situation of it.
T'wo sons of Andries Bevier, lads of 12 or 14, ran
across the mountain, through the burnt woods, hare-
footed, a distance of not 1&33 than five miles. They
first came to the residence of a Mr. Manse, on the
cast side of the mountain; from thence they made their
way to the Shawangunk village, and -gave the alarm.
Their names were Samuel and Cornelins, Severatl
members of Jacob Bevier's family also made their way
across the mountain; bhut some of the neighbors missed
their way, got lost, and were all night in the mountain,
which was full of people from botlr sides, with horns,
hunting for them. The lttlo ones, and those who
were feeble and infirn, went only to the base of the
mountain, and secreted themselves amid the croggy
rocks which nature Ihas provided there in great abun-
dance, especially alongthe sides of 2 noted ravine in the
mountair, opposite to Naponoch, commonly called
¢« Louis’s Ravine.” Intheir flight to the mountain they
were joined by the young black, (Robert,) who escaped
from Tantinekill. Tn crossing the Rondout, a child of
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Andrew Bevier, by the name of l.owis, came near
going down with the current. e was cunght by a
friendly hand, and helped ashore.  When they came to
the foot of the mountain, #u invalid soldier climbed up
a tree to sce if Naponoch was on fire. Ho heard the
firing of Cortland’s regiment, and suid he could distin-
guish 1t fromn the firing of the Indians, * because they
fired by platoons,” Towards night the men came to
look for their fu-ailies; but, apprehending that they
might be Lories, they gave no heed to their calls until
they weora sure they were their friends,

Lhe most solemn and affecting scene in this part
of our narrative remains to he told.

Mr. Jacob Bevier, mentioned in the preceding narra-
tive, lay sick, and unable to move. All the family had
fled across the nmllutuin, CXcept an insane brother, by
tho name of Daniel, who was sitting on the fence, un-
conscious of his danger, and a daughter, who had
resolved not to leave her father. The father expostu-
lated with her; telling hor that if the Indians came, she
could not save him—that they must both inevitably fall
beforo the tomabawk and scalping-knifo. But how
could sho loave a dear and tender tather alone upon a
sick bed, without any one to smooth his pillow or admin-
1ster to his necessities ! Livery feching of hhumanity and
affection rose in opposition to the disinterested exhortu-
tions of & tender father,  Violent mdeed must have
been the struggle that agitated the bosom of that daugh-
ter, and which could only find reliet in o flood of tears.
No doubt her feelings were such as were expressed by
Ruth to Nuaomi, on o similar oceasion——* \WWhere thou
lodgest L will lodge ; where thou diest 1 will die, and
there will I bo buried,” At last, the sound reasonings
of the father, scconded by that strong innate principle
implanted in tho bosom of every human being by an
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nll-wiso Creator, which prompts us to offorts' for golfs
proservation, provuiled, and sho made hor way for old
Shnwangunk, through donso thickots-and ovor. awful
procipices, “ whero hills on hills, and -Alps on- Alps,
arise.” Being more foxtunato than her sistors, who had
started befarc, in finding tho path; .and having no
child, as they had, to carry, sho arrived hl‘bt at tlm plucn
of’ dostination. * * a *

~ ‘Andries Bevior's black woman, ¢ Nan,” put aver tho
~ dinner pot, and built' & good fire under it, and thon
socroted horsolf along the.creck, a short distance from
the house. Knowing that the Indinns were not disposed
to 1njure blacks, and 'lmmg ablo to speak their dinlect,
sho had bt little to fonr from thom.

. We must now notico *tho noblo conduct: 0{' Capt.
Coutrit on this occasion. As soon as ho heard of the
affair at Fantinekill, he directed his Bm‘geunt (without
waiting for orders-from bis re:upm*lml officer,) to order
out all his company, (about 70,) to he at his house the
noxt morning at daylight, armed and oquipped, with pro-
visions for-two days.. Tho summons wndg promptly
obeyed. "Ho steppod at -tho head of tiose “ hearts of
hickory,” into whom ho had, by his' bold and soldier-
liks deportment and address, infusod the samo- spirit,
and marched thom up to Graimaville, a distanco of 18
or 20 miles, with a viow of* intercopting the Indinns on
their return from Fantinckill. e solected ‘a suitable
place,  arranged his mon in order, and awaited tho
arrival of tho Indians, But, asusual, the Indians dis-
covered him first; 'and instend of uo\mlng on’ tho nsual
route, they passed by on his rear, e

The' first salute he roceived, was o volloy fmnf the
Indians ; and one ball struck within 8ix inchesof the -
old captain’s head ; but-they kopt at o propoer distance,
knowing thoy had-a giant to grapple with, ' Not an
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Indian coulidl bo scen. As my informunt aays, who
was present at the time, “ You can’t see an Indiun in
tho woods.”! An incident occurred here, which gave
tho soldiors some sport, A mun by the numo of Johan-
nis Vernooy, uffirmed that o ball had touched him,  The
soldiors, thinking it only tho result of his fonrs, sung
out, * Where has it touched you, Honsum? Where
has 1t touched you, Honsum 4’ At lastit was discovor-
ed that the strap which held the huckle to his knce,
was actunily cut off by a builet from the enemy.—The
Indians soon made their way off, filling the woods with
thoir yolls and war-whoops, and the whites rceturned
Itome. Thus ended another fruitloss attempt to inter-
cept the wily foe of the whito.

The writer has been credibly informed that six of tha
individuals who perished at Fantinekill were buried in
one grave, near the place whore they lived and died.
If thoso six were all of the Sock’s family (which is - be-
lieved to be the cuase,) then there wore nine who lost
their Iivos at this time, of the whites. The loss of the
cnomy 18 not known. The only house, which stood
whoro the village of Ellenvillo 1s situated, was burnt.
Its occupants made » narrow oscape. It was owned by
John Bodly. 'They, in common with several other fam-
ilios in. the neoighborhood of Loorenkill, fled to the
mountain, and secreted themselves ; but fortunately the
enemy did not reach that place.

-In concluding this nurratlve the writor would simply
ask if it would not bo un act worthy of the “sons of
noble sires,” who lost their lives in procuring for us the
incatimable boon of Liberty, to erect a marble slab, with
somo suitable inscription, te perpetuato their memory 1
We nsk not & monument liko that on Bunker Fhll, or
the sue contomplated to the memory of Washington.
Tlion, when our children shall ask us in timo to come,
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‘ What mecans this stono 1 wo will tell themn that our
fathora were bondmoen to King George, and.that he
made thom “serve with rigor” in his wars, by son and
land—that he onacted laws, unwholosome and tyranui-
cal, and laid hoavy taxes upon them without their con-
gont—that the ¢ Publicans,” liko tho frogs.of Egypt,
come up over all thoe - land——and that beneath this sod
lnys the honored dust of someo whe fell in ohtmmng
redress for all those gricvancos.

/4 NARRATIVE V,

Murﬂer of Jobn and Elsio Mack, by the Indians, in lha Shnwnngumk
Mountain—Narrow Escapo o John Mans and Col. Jansen.

Tur writer is well aware that a detailed account of
this massacre, and all the circumstances connected with
it, has long since been published, though' he has never
been able to procure a copy of it; and knowing that a
desire to sce it in print exists, espocinlly amongst tho
connections of John Mnuack, the writer has been indu-
ced to give a sketch of it in this place. He is
~ indebted for the materials to two' individuals who had
the statemont direct from theé lips of John Mans, with
whom thoy were both woll acquainted, o

‘Mr. Jolm Mack, mentioned' above, lived- in Wawa-
sink ; he had a son-in-law named John Mans, '\xfllqitli\'etl
on the cast sido of tho Shawanguik. Sometime during
tho war he resolved: to go over to!visit bis daughter,
accompanicd by another daughter, nomed Elsie. In
tho morning, as they started, thoy called ut Poter Ver-
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nooy's. Elsie, who was dressed in whito, looked in the
glass and observed, that she *‘looked like a corpse.”
"This has always been considered very remarkable.

- Thore was at this time a footpath crossing the moun-
tain. It began on the west side, at a place called Port
Hyxon, und ended at Col. Jausen’s afterwards General
Jansen, west of the Shawangunk village. They cross-
ed the mountain in safety, and made the contemplated
visit, On their return his son-in-law accompanicd him
with two horses, as far as the top of the mountain, for him
and Llsie to ride on, the old man being rather infirm.
John Maunus proposed to take his rifle with him, but his
fnther warmly opposed it, saying it was not uecessary.
When they arrived at the top of the hill, where they
wore to separate, they dismounted, and the old man
seated himself on a log and smoked s pipe. Whilst
sotting hore, Mans discovered by the horses’ ecars that
they saw something, and looking round he discovered
twvo men advancing in the path which they had just
left, and another, whom he recognized as a notorious
Indian, called Shanks Ben, taking a circuitous route
through the woods, in order to get in advance, and so
surround them. Mans understood his design, and was
aware of the imminent danger that awaited him, It
was then that he regretted bitterly that he had not taken
his rifle. ke said he might have shot the Indian, if he
had had it. The other two were Tories. They had
with them two young negroes which they had taken
prisoners at Col. Jansen’s,  Mans started with Elsio by
the hand, in a dircction so as to clude the design of his

* It may bo proper hero to state that John Mans and Shanks Ben had
been well acquainted before the war;—had lived on terms of intimacy
with cach otlicr—had often joined in tho chase, fur which both were
famune, and also for running; bat n quarrel about u dog, sod the war, had
broke up this intimacy, 2ud they were now bitter encmics. ‘
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enemy. The old man, knowing it would be' vain for
him to attompt to floo, sut still, resigned to his nwful {ute.
Mans ran with thoe girl .until he camo to a precipico of
about twonty feet perpendicular, down which he jump-
ed. Here ho was obliged to leave the girl, notwithstend-
ing hor earncst entrcaties to the contrary. Ho thought
ho might have saved her, had it net been for alittle dog
which followed them, and kopt counstantly barking, by
which the Indian could follow. In jumping down the
precipice he sprained his ancle, which troubled him
considerably. He was obliged to take off his shoo and
stocking, and go bare-footed, on account of the swelling
of his foot.

When ho came in sight of Col. Jaunsen's, ke saw o
number of men around, and not knowing whethor thuy
wero friends or foes, ho tarricd some time, until he dis-
covered they were whites. He then approached, and
related the awful tale ; but the fatal Dlow was strucke—-
the scalping-knifo and tomahawk had done their work—
his father-in-law and tho blooming matden.were found
side by side, covered with purploe goroe, and their iinmor-
tal spirits fled for ever—The scene was solemn and
affecting beyond description. It was with difficulty,, in
aftor times, that Mans could be persuaded to relate this
melancholy tale ; and ho could never do it without shed-
ding a flood of tours; and tho recital of which usual-
ly affected his auditors in the same way.  Hurd indeed
must be the heart of that man in whoso eye the tear
will not start at scenes like this,

Intimately conncetod with this narrative is the .nc-
count of tho narrow escape of Col. Jansen from. béing
taken by the same party who killed Mr. Mack and
daughter. | L S

A desperate cffort was made by Shanks Beii and oth-
ers, 10 take Col, Jansen, and some other distinguishod
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individuals who lived in that vicinity. It is probuble
that a large reward was placed on their heads by the
Dritish, “That notorious Indian, as has since been ascer-
tuinoed, had been lnying {or whole days and uights in
places of concealmont, waiting for an opportunity to
take thoso distinguished “sons of liberty,” but a kind
providence would not permit him to accomplish his
nefurious design,

Eurly onc morning the Colonel went to his barn,
to sce to his stock, and discovered Shanks Ben 1n the
stable. Ho ran for the house with all his might, and
the Indian in close pursuit.  The black woman,
who was in the stable milking, saw the race. She said
thiat the Indian came se close that he prasped after tho
skirws of his coat—but he reached the house in safety,
closed the door, and secured it.  The Indian, disappoint-
eid of his prey, and exusperated, seized an axe which
happened to luy near by, and began to work his way
throueh the door, the Colonel then called to his wife to
fetch nm his pistels, which he fired, or intended to fire
through the *door, The Indian however desisted, and
went into the kitchen, where he and the two Tornles,
(who were recogmnized as such by the black weman, who
observed that they had blue eyes and painted faces,)
hiclped themselves to the best that the house could aftord,
niot forgetting the cider, of which the Indians are ex
cessively. fond.

Whilst tho enemy wero thus engaged, a white girl by
tho name of Gocetches was observed by the black woman
coming to the house, She made signs to her to go back,
but she misunderstood thom, thinking she meant her
to come, which she did, when she was taken prisoner.
The enomy took her a short distunce ; but she being un-
willing to go with them, they dragged her alung tor some

' time, aad then killed and scaipoed her.  Lhey took two
T g
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younug negroes of Col. Jansen'’s, who havo novor bhoon
heard of ainco. © Thoy wero seen by Mans in the moun-
tain.  Analann was given at Jansen's, cithor by blow-
ing o horn or firing & gun, and the noighbors como 1o
his relief; but, as usual, tho work of death was: done,
and the enemy wero hoyond the reach of pursuit,’

Such aro some of the miserics of war. May wo, by
contrast, learn to appreciato the blessings of peaco, and
nll those invaluable institutions for which our venorable
ancostors pledged their * lives, their fortuncs, and their
sacred honor;” and which they so nobly won.

E

\i
NARRATIVE VI

Burning of Wawasiuk—Murder of Kettle—Noblo® Condnct of Cap-
tnins Kortrito, Hordenbergh and Pierson—~Capture of Hine and
Bouck—Their Sufterings and Escope—Lud of the War.

Tms last attempt of the suvages, under tho command
nnd direction of British authority, to exterminate the
inhabitants of this frontier, ocenrred on tho 12th of
August, 1781, and was tho most extensive invasion sinco
thn commencement of the war. The design was' hold
and well concerted; but a kind aud gracious provi-
denco, to whom they were much more indebted than to
tho officiency of their sentinol, waiild 1iot permit them
to accomplish it, as will be scen in the sequel. ' Phis
expodition against the frontier ‘inhabitants, was fitted
out at onc of tho northern British p&sfts, and put under
the command of a whito man by the name of Culdwell,
with directions to commence his assanlt at Capt. Andries °
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Bovier's at Naponoch; and to kill or capture all the
inhnbitants; and to destroy or carry off their property
until thoy came to tho widow Hashrouck’s 12 miles
northeast of Nuponoch — commonly known in thosoe
titnes as the * rest place,” from its being the half-way
house, or place where travellers usually called, on their
way to Kiugston—if he thought he could get back alive ;
and if he did not, he should be tried for his life on his
return,

It will now be necessary to pgive an account of the
spics, or rangers, ns they were sometimas called, who
were captured by tho Indiins ; and of the intelligence
given to the Indians by the Tories, through which they
wore taken.  As has been stated in the Introduction, it
was the practice to kecp out spies in the direction from
which the enemy was expected, in order that they
might not bo taken by surprise. In preparing for one
of these *¢ scouts,” Philip Hino had occasion to pur-
chaso some meat of Jeromizhh Kettle, who resided in
the vicinity of Nowtown. e made particalar inquiries
of Mr. H. as to where he was going, &c., to which he
gave honest replies, not suspecting it wonld appear at
the timo that he was a Tory. No sooner did he know
his intentions, than he found some moans of communicat-
ing it to tho enomy.—[It should be remembered here,
that thie noighborhood of Newtown abounded with To-
rics, thut they had frequent intercourse with the Indians,
and joined with thom in .their assaults on the whites.]
Mr. Hine, nccompanied by Mr. Bouck, went on the
sontemplated eruise.  When they came along tho Nev-
ersink creok, 20 odd miles southwest of Naponoch,
thioy discovered a body of Indians and Tories® advane-

il - Tl —

* Tho traditionary accounta ofthe number of the cnemy vary from 392 to
3500. \
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Jng.~ 'Fhey watched their course secrotly, uritil they saw.
thnt their p]ucn of destination was 'W'awumnk .thoy
then took a circuitousroute, and struck the road as thoy.
supposed, far in advance of the eniemy ; l‘mr, in tlnﬂ Lhoy
wore mistaken. Theo Indmns huving. boon appnﬂcd by
the Tory Kettlo t]tut spies wero out, were on the slort,
and dlscovercd SOT10 footmarks wlmro thc ﬂplﬂ‘s h ad
crossed a stream of water. 'Wlth all the dmpatch char-
acteristic of that wﬂ) foo, runners were sont in pursuit,
and soon overtook them. - My informant says it was not
moro than half:an hour nﬁcr tho spics. struck the rond
before tlmy weoro taken by tho Indians. At tlus penod
of .our narrative tho muder wﬂl be. ready to cxclaim
wn.h David—*“all thesc tlnngs aro against. me " but
thore was a pruwdcnce in this ;-and out of this 'r.pparcnt.
evil, the Lord brought much good to his pmple. l b
.Tho prigoners wore roguired, on pain of death, to gwc
&;cprrect account of' the fnrtlﬁcuuons, aud other means
of defenco on the frontwr at Wawasink. .They told

them there was a caumnon at Cup:. Bawcr 8 ut Naponoch.
On accouut of this mtelhgcnca they did nol: commence
their attack at that p]ucc, and conscqucmly much pro-
perty, and parlmps precious lives, were saved: As those
Indians wore part, of tho conﬂ..dcrutcd &m N ations who
took part in_tho French and Indian war of‘ 1765, it is
probable that some of. thein at Icast had \vlmcssc-d the
destructive power of grape-shot and: cannon ba]ls ; and
also in‘the expcdltmn of. Gen. Schuylor. aguinst them
in the war of 177G.: But.in this case. thioy would not
hayo baen injured, for tho old cannon laid ou.the wood-
plle without 4, carriago, und could have bacn of 1o use
in defending. the fort, .or the place.. . Tho fort ulso Was
unfinished. I

The prisoners were tied ‘hand and foot, apart from
each other, In this sltuutwn tlley wore- compelled to
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romain: for the most part of threo days and nights,
without. any thing to cat or drink, until the Indians
returned.~Whoover has cxperienced tho scnsation
cansed by holding the limbs in onec position for a length
of time—und then add to that, hunger and thirst, fear
from wild beasts, and the well-founded apprchension
that the wives of their bosom, their children, and all
that were dear to them by the ties of nature and aflec-
tion, would in all probability fall a prey to the ruthless
tomahawk and scalping-knife—may form some idea of
their awful sufferings.

I should bo guilty of injustico to the memory of o
noble and virtuous man, if I omitted to relate the fol-
lowing circumstance, which occurred at this time. It
had been the intention of the Indians to dispatch one
hundred of their troops, under the command of Shanks
Ben, across the forest, from the Delaware river to New-
town, to commence the work of death there, and meet
their comrades at some place in tho valloy of the Ron-
dout.. But by an accident which occurred in drying
some powdor which had been wet, Shunks Ben and seve-
ral others were burnt, so that he was unable to perform
that service. Hereupon, the Indians proposed to Silas
Bouck that it hie swould perform that service, they would
grant bim his liberty the moment he came to Newtown.
This proposal he nobly rejected, with disdain. He
sald ¢ they could but kill him,” and he would raiher
die on the spot than bo accessory to tho death of his
countrymon!  How tlike the conduct of Beuedict
Arnold is this, who, for a little paltry dust, was willing
to sacrifice an army of patriots, und the cause of lLiberty.
.. After; sccuring.the prisoners, and obtaining informa-
tion from lhem, as_abovo stuted, they set forward for
Wawasiok. Onthat ever memorable Sabbath, tho 12th .

of August, 1781, oarly in the morning, they arrived at
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1

. tho old Stonc Fort in Wawasink, shich was sitnated
on the present site of B, €. Hoornbeek’s honso, near tho
old church. Having taken the spies, no notico had been
received at tho fort of their approach, and most ‘of its
occupants were yot in thoir boda. ‘Two individuals,
however, had loft the fort that morning, viz.,, Mr, Jo-
hanis Hoornbeck, and a colored man named Tlink. A
young woman named Catharine Vernooy, was also about
leaving the fort, to go and milk, whon she saw tho
Indians coming. Sho returned to tho fort, closed-the
door, and called to Chumbers to nssist her iy gcttmg tho
Inigo brace against it. This Chambors was stationed on
the sentry-box at the time, but being somowhat ‘dorang-
cd, ho did not firo his gun. Iortunately, however, ho
sung out, ¢ vyand, vyand,"—cnemy, enomy. No sooner
had-they sccured the door, than tho Indians camo
against it 'with all their might, in order to burst it in.
Hdd not the door been socured at thatfinstant, the ene-
my would inovitably have gained:admittance to tho fort,
and the fate of its inmates would havo been sealed.
Tho Atheist and the Iipicurean may uttribute this
narrow - escape to the ‘influence of  that imaginary
being whom they call Fortune, or Chance, but tho Chris-
tian scos and acknowledges in this the hand’ of ‘an-over-
ruling providence, without whose sovereign will and
plcasuro not so much as a sparrow can fall to the ground.
It is due to the memory of our Huguenot and Dutch
anccstors to state that thoy-have always acknowlcdgcd
°
the hand of God ‘in this prcsorvutmn, and gwcn Him
the glory. = - - * P S
" The negro-Flink soon’ discovered the Tidians- ap-
proaching the fort, after ‘he left it.” Ho conééaled him-
self until he saw that they did not obtain. an entranco mto
the - fort, and then left ‘his milk- -pail and rnade his wuy
with all possible-speed to' the fort at” Naponoch; to
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inform them of the arrival of the enemy. Mr. Hoorn-
heek, the other individual who loft the fort to see to his
corn-field, heard the alarm when about a mile from
tho fort. Doing a large fleshy man, and not able to
travel fast -oun foot, hie succeeded in catching a horse
owned by Mr. Bruyn, which he mounted, and mado
oft to his father's, Benjumin Hoornbeck, who lived at
Rochester, where Deyo now lives. When he came
there, ho was so completely exhausted by escitoment
and fatiguo, that he fell upon the floor as dead, but
recovered sufficiently to be able to return home in the
afternoon, in company with the troops who went in pur-
suit of tho Indians.

The old stone fort wns now the scene of active opera-
dons. The mon leaped from their beds, and without
much attontion to dress, as the reader will readily ima-
gine, seized their guns, which were always at hand, and
commenced their defence. John Griffin was the first
who fired, and he brought one of tho sons of the for-
est to the ground. Another Indian came to remove
him from the ground, and just as he stooped to raisc
him up, Cornelius Vernooy gave him a charge of shot,
baving had s gun loaded with shot to kill & duck which
came in his mill-pond.  The other Indians soon hurried
them hoth away, and they wero seen no more. It is
probable that they were both killed.  IFinding it ¢ was
vain to fight when lead was all their booty,” the Indians
disporsed through the neighborhood—some to plunder
and fire buildings, and others to attack other fortified
posts, |

At ' Peter Vernooy'’s, who lived about a quarter of
a milo southeast of the fort, they made an attack, but
were bravely repulsed by the little garrison, which con-
sistad of but one eflicient man, and two othors who
were not able to afford much assistance. On the first
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advance of the Indians, Vernooy shot one from a
window in the southoast side of tho lhouse. Onec of
tho mon went into tho garret to try to got o erack at
them. He discovored some of them behind o ledgo of
rocks northeast of tho house, watching for an opportu-
nity to firo, when any ono came before the port-holes.
Whilst he wes preporing to fire at them, he saw cho
flash of their priming—he drew back his head suddenly,
and tho ball just grazed hisfuce. An old hiat which hung
up in the garret had been mistakon for a man’s head,
and was full of bullet-holes. |

Tho conduct of tho women at this place was worthy
of the dauglhtcrs of liberty, and deserves to be noticed.
It appears there wero three in the house—Murs, Peter
Vornooy and two of her connections from Luckawack.
Some of them loaded the guns for the men (of which it
appears they had a double set) whilst others stood with
axos, dotermined to plungo thom into their foes, if thoy
should attempt to. break through .the windows, whicl
were fortified with blocks of oak, or other hard woaod.
Mrs. V. had a fomily of small children at this timo.
Some of themn were laying in the bunk, nnd becameo very
uncusy at the unusual proceedings about them, but tho
heroic matron addressed thoin in language so decided
and uncquivocal us instantly to securo their quict,

At Cornelius Bevior's, whore 1. Vernooy now lives,
the enemy found nonc to oppose them.  Thoy catered
the house, built a fire on tho floor, witli somo of the fur-
nituro ; and then loft it, taking with them a colored
woman and twe deformed colored boys a short dis-
tance, when they lot them return home, The firo had
progressed but little, and they suceceeded in putting it
out. . _,

[t does not appear that the Indians had any desire to
kill the blacks—probably bocause thoy were slaves, and
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no bounty was paid by the British for their scalps. It
is evident that the Indians used to regard the negroes as
it raco of beings £ inforior to themselves, They used
to designato them by an opprobrious epithet, which mod-
esty forbids mo to montion.

The next assault wus made at Cornelius Depuy’s,
where a {ew neighbors were assembled, as the customn
was, for mutunl safety, and defence. Tho encmy ad-
vanced from the hills southenst of the house.  The per-
son who acted as commander of this little gurrison
ordered them not to fire until they cume quite near, but o
lad of 16, named Ginrret Vanwagenen, full of enthusiasm
und patriotic fire, could not wait fur the word of com-
mamd.  lLic had Lis old Holland gun well charged, and
levelled at one of them. e fired, and brought him
to the ground. T'ho Indians then fled in another direc-
tion. Some shots were discharged at them, but with
what eftect is not known.

‘Lhe next attack was ut the stone house of Jolin Ket-
tle, whero John Stall now hives.

It will now be nocossary to grive asketch of the noble
conduct of Capt. J. L. Hardenbergh, on this occasion.
Ite was ot losq. J. G, Hardenberpl's at the time of tho
alarm, one mile cast of Kettle's, with only six men with
hinm—(some say but two.) He determined to go to the
relief of his countrymen, notwithstanding the imminent
danger which he had to face.  When he came in sight
of Ketlle's house, he saw a number of Indians in ad-
vance, i tho road.  To attempt to fight them with so
fow men, without any fortification, was vain, and there
was no time to bo lost—all depended on the decision of
the momont.  Ilis vigorous and active mind furnished
a stratagem which answered his desien to admirtion.
o tarned usido into the woods, with his littlo band  of
Spartan heroos, so that thoeir numbers could not be per-
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Lnivad-by tho onemy, took off- his hat, huzzaed with all
his might, und advanced .townrds Kettlo’s houso; which
was in the same diroction ‘as the Indinns. - Tho: enemy,
supposing that a company of Torios wo rrfiabmitig from
Nowtown, or, what is movo probable, that-.the troops
wore coming up from Pinebush,: skulked oft*in evory
divoction. . This -gave the captain timo to veach tho
house. Just ns he resiched the door, tho Indians, dis-
covering -tho trick, prured a shower of bullots "atshim,
which struck against tho-door and sides of tho building;
but our heroes essapad - unhurt. - They: bréko holes
through the rear of *tho house, with- an axo, which
fortunately had remained in the house, and also.through
the ranf for port-holes, and then defonded themselves
without' much difficulty. Some Indinns werc killed
here.  The .captain found- the houso occupied : by throe
soldiers, one of whom was Henry Kettlo, son of John
Koettlo, whom the Indians murdered. .

The Indipns proceeded asfor as tho Colionkson, a

.small stream, about three and a half miles northeast of

the .old fort at Wawasink, near which thoy shot John

Kottle, tho father of FHonry Kettlo, above montioned.

Jocobus Bruyn had removed with. his family over the
mountuin, {for safety from the Indians, and it .appours

that Mr, ICottle had' boen nhout his promises, to seo to
#>mo -of his-things, and was thero at the timo when tho

alarm .occurred..” Ho taok a route over the ficlds to go
to:the fort .at- Pincbush, and struck the road- noar- the
Cohonkson, whoro he was shot, -IHis was tho only scalp
whmh they took-in this expedition.: '~ .oy
-:Whilo tho above montionod: ayonts woro tru.napn'ing
tho forts at Naponoch-and l’mebush woro tho scoties of

'intonse interest und suspense. - When the fiving consed

for a.momont,-thoy woro rendy t6/concludo sthat: tho

Indmn& had gained the uscendoncy, nnd that ‘toy. wore

\
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ongagoed in scalping and mangling the dead bodies of
thoir frionds and brethren, hen aguin they would
hoar the report of ono of tho old Holland guns which
could Be plainly distinguished from tho light arms of the
Indians,. pnd told in uncquivocal terms that all -as yet
was woll; and then they would roak forth in fervent
gjnculations thanking God for their presorvation, "T'he
first firing in the morning, at Wawasink was distinctly
honvd at Pinuhua[u and as it was unlawful to fire a
gun, oxcopt n solf-defonce, or as an wlarm, they immeo-
diately know that the onemy wore thore.  Alurm-guns
weore immediately fired at Pincbush, at Millliook, and
so along the frontior towards Kingston. Col. John
Cuntine of Marblctown was thien the first in command
nt Pincbusi, It appears that this oflicer possecssed a
large share of prudence and caution—but whethor his
prudent movemenits were ‘¢ ill-timed” or notion this
o:coston, or whathor he deserved the charge of’ cowar-
dico I shall lonvo the reader to conclude, and shall con-
tont mysclf with stating the facts, as given by one then
in the sorvice,

Thore wns a Capt. Burnet from Littlo Britain, then
in the aorvice at Pincbush, undoer Col. Cantino, Cupt.
Bonjamin Kortrite, of Rochdster, was a brave and res-
olute ofiicor—willing to stare dunger in the face, and
go wherover duty and s official onthrequired, and the
writer feels n ploasure in bearing testimony to his nobdle
and soldier-like deportinent on this occusion.. e and
Burnoet, had their men in readiness at an enrly hour,
anxious to proceed to the sceno of action, but Cantine
made no move to that cfloct, When the flames of the
Lburning buildings were soen ascending in the lower
port of Wawasink, eithor Burnet or Kortrite uddressed
Col. Cantine as follows : * lHow can you remain hore,
when, in ull.probability, the Indians ure inurdering our
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frionds at Wawasink 7. How can youstand it 1Thon
and not, until thon, he put tho troops in motion for Wa-
wasink. ko sout u guard in ‘advance, andjwhen: thoy
arrived at tho placo whero the Middloport School-houso
now stands, the guard returned, and told the Colonel
~ that the Indians woro ut the Cohonkson. . Ho!immedi-
atoly whoeled about, with & fow othors, and wont back
to the fort. Capts.- Burnet and Kortrito marched. thoir
compnnics to the summit of tho lill, southwest of tho
school-house, rondy to meet tho enomy, if thoy should
advance; ut tho samo time making tho greatest possiblo
show of numbers, by marching in columns to tho brow
of tho hill, thon wheeling suddenly in tho rear, and then
advancing again to tho summit, from which thoymight
bo secn by the enomy. Thoe Indians not making their
appearance, and apprehending that they might toko o
circujtous routo and pass thom unnoticed, thoy returnod
to tho fort, and addressed Col. Cantino as followa :—
“ This will not do; the Indinns may pass the fort on
either sido, and murder the women and children below
the fort.”” 'Then Col. C.ordered out a guord somo dis-
tanco from the fort on cach side, to watch the cnemy.
It is suid that Capt. Kortrite was indignant at the t:mly
movoments of the Colonel. = BRI
- Wo must now give an account of the proccedings at
the fort. at Naponoch, where tho widow of Conradt
Bevior now lives, It -has alroady heen statedithat the
negro Flink escnped to this- place, from :whom .thoy
obtained somo account of tho numbor -of the enemy,
&c.:. Tho conduct of Ollpt Piorson’ on this oceasion, 18
worthy of particular notice. .:Althiough ho: hadi beon
]ulmrmg undcr an indisposition for some timo when the
"alarm eamo-af Naponoch, ho loft his bed, togk oft' his
handkerchiof' from his head, stepped’out in front of tho

fort, and called out for volunteors.  He said ho did not

'}

L
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want a8 man to go.that would. not face the onemy, and
fight like o horo. . ko wns solicited by tho women, and
otliers to romain for their protection,® but ho roplied that
ho was bound by his oflicial oath, to go where tho enc-
my was, and go ho would. [Tho reader will observo
thoe contrast between tho conduct of this officer, and
that of Col. Canting, in precisoly similar circumstances. ]
Among tho first who responded to this call, wore Con-
radt Bevier aud Jacobus De Witt—two of the bravest
of tho brave. Both had sorved in the regular army,
and woro presont at the surrendor of Burgoyne. The
writer regrets that he is not able to ascertain, at this lato
day, tho number who voluntecered on this occasion., It
was probably not more than 12 or 13, A negro servant
having u particular attachmont to €. Bevier, resolved
that he would go with him, and die in s defoncee, if
civcumstunces should require it!  This little band of
veterans, rosolving to live or die togoether, set. forward
for tho sceno of action. When they came to the school-
housge, half 0 mile from the fort at Naponoch, they
found it on fire—=no doubt fircd by tho Indians. Thoy
carricd water in their hats, and put it out. They then
advanced cautiously ovor the lowland, until they came in
sight of the fort. About this time an Indian soutinel
who had beon stationed on a hill, to give notice of tho
arrivitl of yeinforcomonts at. the {ort, fired ns gun, which
mudo the Indians withdeaw tarthor from the fort. At
this moment those within the fort discovered Capt, Pier-
son and his volunteors, and made signs for thom to ap.
proach and entor, an undertaking which they effected
with safety. Encournged by this addition to their forco;

* In tho midst of this deap susponse and alarm, when the enemy woro
hourly expected, n man by the namo of Do Witt, very deliberately strap.
ped his razornnd commenced shaving! Ho was asked by another “if ho
wanted to havo a nice scalp for the Indians 1" S
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~ the besioged men waxed bold, aud went out-of tho fort,
and fonght the Indians from behind trees,: vit-buildings,
&c.  In tho moan timo tho Indians entered the-chureh,
and amused thomselves by throwing their tomahawks at
~ tho numbers, which, according to tho custom of tho
times, were placed on tho panels of tho pulpit, desig-
nating the psalm or hymn to ho sung, This sorved as
a murk to throw at. 'L wo or'threo gushos were made
cloar through tho pulpit, which was novor repaired,
but left as a memorial, ike tho gashos in tho door
of Col. Jansen's honso in tho town of Shawangunk,
mado by Shank’s Ben. But in complignce with the
orders “of our most gracious Lord und Sovereign,
King Georgo,” the building was not destroyed. o
probably thought that after his rofractory subjects had
been sufficiently chastiscd for their redellion, and had
roturned to their alloginnco, they might want it to wor-
ship in. ‘T'wo Indians wero scon standing in the church
door, and Wm. Bodly and Conradt Bevier, determinod
to have @ crack at them, Thoy crept along the fence in
tho bush until they came within gun-shot. Bovier lov-
elled his picco and drew tho trigger, but unfortunatoly it
snapped. - The Indian looked round as though ho heard
it. Ho tried it again, and again it snapped.  Bodly then
fired, and they both ran for the fort, ubout a quarter of
a mile. . As Bevier passed under the boughs of an applo
tree, o shot from tho Indians cut off o hmb just above hig
head. It is romarkabloe that Bevier’s gun missed firo at
this time, as ho said it was .vory sure at othor timos.
We may supposoc :that God, whoso providonce: .oxtends
no'less over savage than civilized mun, had somcthmg
more for him to do in this world. Perhaps he was to
be the instrument of wrath, -in the-hands of God, on
somo of his disobedient children. Bodly’s shot struck

in tho door post, just grazing the crown of the Indion’s
head,
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A circumstance occurred, long after, which may be
interesting to the render, as it shows a peculiar trait
in tho character of o “ warrior,” Long after the war,
a brother of Jacobus Do Witt was in the western part
of Now York, and accidentally met with tho Indian
who made so narrow an escape in the church door.
On hoaring that De Witt was from ‘Wawasink, he asked
him 1t ho knew who it was that shot at him while stand-
ing in the church door. De¢ Witt told him it was Wn.
Bodly; whercupon he said, “ It was a goeod shot; and
that if over ho met with that man, he weuld treat him
woll,”

Towards noon, when most of the Indians were in the
lower part of the town, Cornelius Bevier went from tho
fort to water his cattlo, where 12, Vernooy uow lives,
and Jacobus Do Witt wont with hiin.  While there,
he ascended the hill towards the old burying ground.
Here ho discovered two Indians walking directly from
him, in Indian file; he thonght he could shoot them
both at once, but just as he got rcady to fire, they stop-
ped aside of each other; so he shot ono of them, and
then ran for tho fort. Ilis corpse was afterwards found
near the place. Ife had put on new inoccasonsg, and
other apparel, before he died—doubtless as a preparu-
tion for entering upon those lolysian fields and spa-
cious hunting gronnds, which the Indian imagines will
be his placo of abode in o future state of oxistence. In
pussing under an upple treo, Do Witt stubbed lus
toe, und foll. Just at that instant, the shot from the
surviving Indian passed dirvcctly ovor his head. Here
again, wo are called upon to adore and magnify that al-
mighty Boing, who presides alike over the fate of em-
pires and individuals, and in whose hands our breath 1s.
" An Indian ivas seen from the fort, going with o fire-
brand to burn the house where C. Hoornbeek now
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lives. Benjamin IIoornbeok, brother of Daniel, now
living, having ono of the long Iollund piecos, fired
at him.  The ball struck u stono outhe hill, and bound-
cd aguinst the houso in ¢contrct with i nugaaty 8 por-
son, IHe dropped his fire-brand, gave a tromendous
leap, and suddonly disapponred in tho woods. This
singlo shot was the means of suviug that house {from the
gonoral conflugration of that ovontful day.

Thoe old neighborhood of Wuwusink, on the-moming
of thut day, must havo becn the scene of sublimo and
awful grandeur. Five or six dwalling houses, seven
barns, and ono grist-mill, weore all onveloped in fluntos, -
which mounted up in curled columns to the clouds of
licaven, sweeping all before them — no ono being
able to offer any resistaunce to thoir ruging fury.  Tho
houses were stored with the products of the industry of
many yeers; conamtmg of the articles requisito for tho
comforts and convenicnces of civilized life;. and the
barns had just been fillod with a plentecous hurvest.

Such are the offects and consequences of war. May
God savo us from another scene hke this. -

About Monday, the Indians left the town, heavily
inden with spoils, counsisting of stock, bedding, wearing
uppurul -&c. Thoy took some lime, or plastor, suppos-
ing it to be flour, us far as Graimsville, where they tried
to make broad of it, and fonnd out their mistake,

At -Esqutm Hardenbergl's, it is said, they: fured
sumptuously, Thoy took the whortleborry pie, of
which there.was a good batch on haud, und broke it up
in tubs of sweot milk, and then ate . it.. ‘Tho Isquire
had: baroly time to escape with his. fumily and two
teams,; which carried them to Old Hurlcy

. Large quantities of clothing were taken from this
p]uce, some of which was left by tho Indians: when
closoly. pursued, as the reador will seo in the sequels

/
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The Indians were vory intent on getting as much plun-
dor as possible. Had thoy not occupied so much of their
timne in this, they might probubly have gotien more scalps,
Some individuals, who had concealed themselves in the
brush, along the fences, made narrow eacapes, when the
Indians camo to drive tho cattle from the ficlds—somo
threw littlo sticks at the cattle, in order to turn them away
from the places whoere they wero conceoalod. 'When the
Indians were loaving the place, a personage of no ordi-
nary appoarance and pretensionswas seon emorging from
the woods into the highway near the old church. The
sight was truly imposing. He was mounted on a no-
ble steed, which thoy had taken from Esq. H.'s, and
was arrayed in gorgeous apparcl, according to In-
dian notions. He had silver bands about his arms——
had on silver broaches ; and a bunch of some forty silver
bronches hanging about his majesty’s person, He was
discovered by some soldicrs who were constantly on the
alert, watching for a chance to get a crack at the enemy,
as thoy were leaving tho town. John Mack, brother of
Jesso Mack, lovelled his rifle at him, and fired. Hc
was geon to sag over on his horse, but the other Indians
soon turned tho horse into the woods, and for the pres-
ont ho disappeured. Some time afterward, Cornelius
Bovier found his corpse in the woods, near the place
where he was shot. His ornaments and trinkets were
still about him. It is probable that tho loss of this chief
did much to intimidute the Indians, and hasten their re-
troat from tho town. 1

In the courso of tho afternoon, Capt. Paulain, of the
State troops, camo up with his compuny from Hurley,
and was joined by Col. Cuntine’s troops at Rochester,
Among the Captains were DBurnet, J. L. Harden-
borgh, and Kortright. They lodged at tho old stone
fort on Sunday night. Early on Monday morning, the

4
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13th'of August, they set out in pursuit of the enomy.
My informnant, who was in the service at tho time, thinks
that  their wholo force did not oxcoed 400 . mon, in-
cluding those who went from tho fort at Wawasink:

I should have stated before, that one of the British
troops, a German, by the name of Vrooman, deserted
the Indians:on Fonkbhill, and surrendered to- the
whites. Ho left his gun at a distance, and thus ap-
proachcd, making signs of pence.  Some of the soldiers
were indiguant at him, and wished to kill him, ‘but tliis
would have been murder. From this man, and from the
9p:es, who both returned, much of the matter embodlcd
in this narrative has been obtained. o

When the troops came to Graimsville, they saw
whore the Indians had lodged on Sunday night—where
they had tried to make bread of limo, &e. - Towai'ds
night thay- got to Pecnpeck, along the Dolaware. The
advance guard returned, and mformcd the officers that
they came to fire kindled of small sticks, and they were
not burnt through. :- This was evidence that the Indians
could not be far in advance. It was proposed to double:
the advance guard. Capt. Kortright offered to go with
his whole company. While a consultation was going
on:-among - tho officors, an accident occurred, wlich
was very unfortunato in its results. Dr. Vanderlyn, of
Kingston, was sitting on -a log, with his'gun in his hands,
when by way of amusemont, he unthinkingly cocked it,’
and on returning’ it to its place it was discharged.
The Indians were alarmed, and instantly fled in: small
parties, leaving their white commandor’alone with the
Torles and the prisoners—Iine and ‘Bouck. ‘At this
place lurge packages of spoils were left by the Indians;-
in their hasty flight, but these were not found by the
whites- until several- months’ sfterwards. The result
of ‘the consultation of the officers, was to . return home.
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Capt. J. L. Hardenbergh, and some other brave spirits,
who know not what fear was, woro anxious to pursne ;
but Col. John Cantine opposed it. In an interview on
this occaston between Col, Cantine, who manifested
as usual, a vory rcluctant disposition, or, to suy the least,
a very questionable prudence, like General Lee in his
rotreat before the British in Naw Jersey, in the Amer-
tcan Revolution, he was told by Cupt. ., ¢ that he could
not die before his time came;” to which he replied,
that *'if the Indians had their tomahawks above his
head his time would bo there.”” The reader will per-
coivo that he did not put much faith in the doctrine of
predestination. Had they advanced, they might have
takon Colwell and the Tories, and released the prison-
ers. One thing is certain, they would have recovered
a large portion of the spails.

It is said that the efficiency of the Indians was greatly
impaired by cating soft corn, raw, or but partially cook -
ed, which they had taken from the corn-ficlds at Wa-
wasink ; that thoy were scant of food, and much intim-
idated by the loss of their chief, as before intimated ;
but all this wns not known to the whites at the time.
The squaws met them, on their return, with parched
corn.

Tho commander, Colwell, being forsaken by his In-
dian guides, told Silas Bouck that if he would pilot
him through to Niagara, he would do all in his power to
save him from rumning the gantlet when he came to
the fort. This he consented ta do. On their arrival
at Niagara, Philip Hino proposed allegiance to tho
British Crown, and was permitted to havoe some liberty,
and went with the British troops to Troy. It does not
appear that he served in any engagement against the
Amoricans, One tradition says that he came back after
peace was rostored; another, that ho escaped undor



60 INDIAN NARRATIVES. ¥

pretence of going on a hunting oxpedition. Bo this as
it may, in the good providenco of God, he arrived safe
among his friends, and was received usg from ‘the dead.

His brothor prisoner, Silas Bouck, met with quite a
different fate. He wus taken to Montreal, and put ina
log hut, or prison, with two other prisoners, and kept.
scant in provisious, and that of the filthiest and meanest
kind. _—

They succceded in raising up one of the boards
of tho floor, and dug a hole undor the side of the buiid-
ing, with the help of an old knifo which they found in
the building. In the day time they lay still and peace-
able—at night they dug, carefully concesling the dirt
under the floor, and replacing the board before morning.
Having somo reason to apprehend that the time of their
oxecution was at hand, and a dark night coming, they
" made their exit through the subtorrancous passage, and
entorcd the St. Lawrenco. Bouck 'was ahead. They
had not gone far, before ono cried out, in anguish, that
he was sinking ; but no assistance. could be afforded-—
each had work for himsclf. When nearing the oppo-
gite shore, the same cry was hoard from tho other. Bouck
was growing very woak as ho advanced towards tho
shorc. He thought porhaps ho might recach tho bottom,
but was afraid to try. At last he attempted and found
it, and soon after reaching tho boach, he mnade his
way into the wilderness, not knowing where ho was
going. At length morning came, tho sun rose, and by
tho assistance of that celestial luminary, he was onabled
to direct his course with more certainty. Never wero
his benignant rays more wolcome to a traveller, than on
this occasion. But hunger soon began to torture his.
alrecady emaciated fraome; and then it 'was that Mo
who ¢ hears the ravens whon they ery, ¥ and who * satie-
fies the desire of ¢very living thing,” interposed in his
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behalf, IHe saw a rattle-snakein his path. TFFortunate-
ly ho had preserved his juck-knife, with which ho cut
a crotched stick and put it over his neck, and then cut
off his head. This snake ho dressod and ate, raw., But
this did not last long, and hungor again began to pinch
him hard. In this extremity he cameo in sight of a small
tiouse. Heo watched it closcly, and discovered that its
occupants consisted of a man and woman only. Ho
resolved to wait until tho man should lecave the housoc,
when he would rush in, kill the woman, get provisions,
and then bo off. Ho had not waited leng beforo the
husband left the house and went off in an opposite di-
rection. Ho then went to the house. Tho moment he
entered the door, the woman screamed out, *“ you are o
deserter 1’ Thore lay some bread and meat on the
tabloe, which she told him to take, and bLe off, or he was
a dead man. She told him that there was a large body
of Indians ncar by, and that her husband was gone to
them. Hoeo took tho bread, and hastenced into the woods,
where seoing o hollow tree lying down, ho crawled into
it,~a hole towards the top scrving for air and light.
He had beent here but a short time, when hoe heard the
Indians traversing the forest in search of him. In the
night he came out and resumed his journey; and after
enduring a dogree of suffering gcldom equalled, ho arriv-
ed at Catskill, along the Hudson River, about fourteen
months after ho was tuken by the Indians.

The freomeoen of Rochester wore assembled at & pub-
lic house, situated on the present stand, in frent of tho
Rochester Parsonage, to transact somo public business.
The long nnd bloody war with Great Britain was about
coming to a happy and glorious termination, and every
patriot’s pulse beat high with the bright and animating
prospect of domestic happiness and peuce, and national
honor and glory. Inthe midst of this ““feast of rcason
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and flow of soul,” one was discovorod in tho distaucoe,
having the appearancoe of ¢ a wayturing man””  As ho
appronched, somoe dured to hint that it might bo Silis
Bouck. As ho advanced it becanmio. more ovidont that
thoy wore not mistaken—thoy thought it was possible
that he was you alive.  But they were not long in sus-
penso; the joyful news reosounded throughout tho as.
sembly that Bouck was coming, whon with ono stimul-
tuncous rush, they left tho houso and went to meet
him. They could searcely belicve their own eyes.
‘They seized him, and carricd him into the house,®
whilo the air resounded with their shouts of joy. If
cver there was porfect joy on this side of heaven, it was
felt on this ocension,  They had been partners in the trials
and vicissitudes of n soven years' war; und now thoy
ware to enjoy, in common, the dear-bought and blessed
boon of liberty. .

On tho roturn of the Indinns to Niagura it was ngcer-
tained that eighteen of their number wero missing ; one
of thom, howaover, roturned late inthe fall, having driven
n cow all tho way and lived on the milk 3 moking theiwr
loss in this oxpedition, soveuteen men.

Thus onded the depredatious of tho [ndians on this
{rontier,

o afiai

* Intoxicating drinks wereo, In thaose times, the nuiversai badge of friend-
phip. My informant says, * tio believes they would have given him five
quarts, if he would have ewallowed ft"
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NO. 1,

TREATMENT OF TORIES AFTER THLE WAR, BY THE WIllGs,

[+ | as already beon stated in the Introduction that the
most bitter anmimosity exiated hetweon the Tories and
the * sons of liberty,” as those were called who wero
in fuvor of the  Revolution,”—the long and patriotic
strngglo for achteving political indonendenco of Great
Dritain.  T'ho reader will readily apprehend that that
feoling did not subside immediately at the close of the
war,  Tho inhabitunts of the frontier could not svon for-
got how they had taken their smiling infants out of the
cradle, and dashed out their brains against the wall—
how thoy had fed and harbored the Indian who acted as
spies for them, and joined them in their expeditions
against the whites, and even excelled them in acts of
crucity.  ‘T'his being tho case, the reader will not be
gurprised to lonrn that they were treated rather roughly
wlen they fell into the power of the heroes of ' 6, alter
the cessution of hostilities.

The following ovents occurred probably in '82 or '3,
before tho treaty of peaco was ratified between the two
nutions,

A notorious Tory, by the name of Joe Westbrook, on
his way home from the war to Miunisink, where biyg father
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. John Westbrook lived, called at Andrics® Bevlm d at Na-
ponoch, and made some inquirios as if he Wﬁl‘ﬁ wﬂtrnn ger.
It has beon woll observed, * thut thore would he little
chance for detecting hypocrisy, were it not alwuys |
addicted to overact its part;” and a fow warm-hearted
patriots made suitablo preparations, and ecmbarked in o
wagon i1t time to reach Minisink early in tho evening.
‘LThey looked through the window, and saw the old man
and his son Joe sitting at the fire, mich engaged'in con-
versation. It was supposed that Joe was telling of his
oxploits in the war. They surrounded tho housge, and
Jacobus Chambeors, a brave and hardy veteran, went in.
Joe went into an udpmmg room tho moraent he hoard
the tap at the door. The old man was asked whero his
son Joe was, to which the old hypocrite replwd with ah
mtm;]ecnon, that “he had not seen his son smce the
arl” Chambers told him if he would give him a can-
dle! he would show him his-son.. ‘He ‘said he had no
candle. Chambers swore he did not want his candle,
for' ho bad cne in his pecket, which he then' lit, and
went to the door. The old Tory then: sung out in
Dutch, ¢ Loop, jongen, 10@ " (run, boy ! runl) Ho start-
ed to escape out of the window, but it was well guarded,
and he cried out, * Yes, dad, but it is full here too.”
He was taken to Naponoch, were a council was held
over bim. Somoc were for hanging, others for tarring
and feathoring. - At last thoy decided on the lattor. It
is said that he shivered and shook like Belshazzar when
he saw the hand-writing on the wall of his palaco, and
was extromoly glad to see the tar bucket and feathers
come. This wes Jud.tcloualy applicd to 'hmﬁpordon, in
preference to the paint'with which the. Tonea uaed to

iy

* Thonames Andrew and Andricn, as used ify this pnhlicnllon. denote the

. same individual. This is truo also of l.hu names Kortrlto, Kuri.rlght, aud:
" Contrite. .
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disguise thomselves. A hog-yoke and a boll were
then fastened to his neck, from which a rope passed to
2 man on horseback, by which ho was led out of town.
On being released, he hired a negro in Rochester for
fifty cents to cloan him, and returned home. Afterward
he was retaken, and put into jail in Kingston.

1

NO. II.

TREATMENT OF TIE TORY VANVLEET, OF NEWTOWN,

This Tory, it is said, lived back of Newtown, in tho
town of Rochester. He was taken at Minisink, and
forwarded by the Captains from one military post to
another until he came to Capt. Kortright’s, at Rochester,
it appears, without much ceremony ; but the old Caps
tain’s feelings would not permit him to pass his hands
without some ceremony suitable to the occasion. He
ordered out a few of his company with drum and fife.
Vanvlcet reccived the marks of attention duo to his
honor. Ho was tarred and foathered, yoked and belled.
A negre then went ahead with a rope attached to the
yoke, by which he led him along to the next station,
which waus at Milthook. The Rogue’s March was played,
and a few soldiers with clhinrged bayoncts marched be-
hind, to spur him up occasionally. Sowmetimes the ncgro
would give the ropo a jerk, when the bell would tinkle ;
blending beautifully with the martial music.

NO. IIIL.

CONTEST DBETWEREN TIHE TORIEA AND REIUBLICANS, A%
THE FIRST TRAINING APTER TIE WAR.

Tk following afiray will show the bitter feelings whicls

were still cherished by the Tories and Republicana
4 |
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agaiust onch other aftor tho war. At tho militia train.
ing in Rochostor, sevoral of thoso who were wall known
to bo Tories, attended. Tho soldiers were indignant ot
them, and unly wanted the slightost protence to.abuso
and insult them. ‘'Lhey did not hesitate to call:them
Tories to their face. At last, near tho close of the
doy, ono of tho Whigs gave a Tory a kick. This was
returned by o blow. Othera fell in on both sides, and a
desporate skirmish ensued. At length they were parted,
and the Torics bent thoir way to their homes in New-
town. Oun their way they met o Whig, and abused
him. Ho brought the word to the othor W lngs, and
informed them that the Tories worc loading their picces
with balls. The Whigs iustantly louded nlso und went
in pursyit, and fired on them; but fortunately nonc.were
killed. ~ L

This state of fecling gradually wore away, but tlm
old people wore unccustomed, long after, to look with
suspicion on all who bore tho name of men who had been
Tories in the War : and oven at tho present.day there
arc old people in. whose breasts such prejudices exist.
"This may be nataral, but it 15 decidedly. wrong, Itis o
principle both of divine and human law, * thut theson
shall' not bear the iniquity of the father; neithor shull
the father bear the iniquity of the son,” “ but whosocver
doeth rightoously shall be necepted.””  Ezek. ch, xviii.
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TOPATCOLKL.

Thus, as bofore observed, is tho Indian nmne of a
remarkable spring in the Shawangink mountain, about
one mile from its base, It is situated in o small gully
or hollow, which extends along the mountain townrds
the southwest, a few rods sonthwest of the great ravina
before mentionod, called l.ouis’s Ravine, or Gully, It
contmina cxcollent water, and is remarkable beeanse it
boils up but does not run over. This is said to be the
signification of the Indinu word Topatcoke. 1t is ano
of the houndaries of the Patent purchased by Jouchim
Staats, and is referred to by many of the old deeds and
writings, 1t undoubtedly hins a subterrancous outlet,
Thore is a lirtle rivalet which heads in the gully some
distance southswest of the spring.  About a miloe sonth
of Topatcoko is the fumons

IC), CAVLE,

Wiicit contains abundance of ice at all scasons of
the your. The mountain in that vicinity abounds in
nwiul chusms, which appoar to have been caused by
somte convulsion of nature; but of which there i3 no
account, verbal or written.  Some of those chiasms aro
s0 narrow that a man can stcp avor thum; others are
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from 8 to 12 feet wide, and coxtend about half a milo up
and down the mountain. In somo places thero are
winding paths, by which one can descend into thosc
caverns, under tho projocting rocks, where there, are
perpotually large masses of ice. It is a place of much
rosort, as a natural curiosity, and os a repository of ico
in the warm season. In some places the chasms:are
probably 200 feet deep, although not more than 3 or 4
fect wide.

-

THE HONK FALLS,

Are alsoan object of some intercst, and are much
frequented by visitors at Napenocl, and others.” They
are situated about three quarters of a mile north of
Naponoch, on the Naponoch Creek., 'They are suid to
be 756 feet in height; and when the rivor:is: swollen,
they prosent an aspect truly magnificent. =

The scenery around is of the most romantic kind.
The craggy rocks on each side of the stream extend to
6 vory groat height, and those along the bed of the
stream are wrought into overy imaginable variety of
shapes and forms, by tho action of the wator, assisted
by loosc stones or gravel, which in working or whirling
round by the action of the water, have, in some plaées,
worn doep cavitics into the solid rock, which are truly
remarkable. Inone place thoro is a species of stono or.
rock resembling a2 hongy-comb. 1In the middle of the
stream, at the top of the Falls, there is a rocky promon-
tory, which divides it into two parts, and oxtends for
some distance up the stream. A rainbow can always’ bo
seen when the sun shines at these Falls, Ttis qlso one
of the great original landmarks, and one which * nmgh-
bors wﬂl not” easily * move.”
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"' THE OLD CHURCH OF WAWASINK.

T'urs old edifico was orected about one hundred years
since, by the first settlers, who weroe mostly from France
and Holland, as before stated.  About four ycars since,
it was abandoned as a place of public worship, and a
new and moro commodious building erected at Napo-
noch. It was with great reluctance that the old scttlers
left the sacred spot where their fathers, and their fathers’
fathers had worshipped the gyeat “ 1 AM,” for the past
contury, and for the enjoyment of which sacred privi-
lege their ancestors had sacrificed their estatesina for-
eign land, and endured unparalicled privations and suffor-
ings ; all of which they might have avoided, by consent-
ing to have * the mark of the Beast in their forchcads or
their right hands,” but they chose rather to die than to
dony their Saviour. In 1813, on the 12th of June, it
was destroyed by fire. It had become private property,
and was used at the time for kill-drying boards, from
which it took fire. Tho old stone walls are still stand-
ing, and although to the thoughtless and inconsiderate
those olid remains are an object of littlo interest, to the
reflecting and contemplative mind they open a wide
ficld for meditation. As you pass the hallowed spot,
thoughts crowd thick upon the mind—thouglhts which it
i8 not easy to express. Our reflections naturally flow in
a channel corresponding with the character of the
object we contomplato ; for example, when we think of
the broken-down walls of Jerusalem, we think of the
stubbornness and grievous backslidings of ancient
Israel, which drew down upon them the wrath of God
in the overthrow of their city and nation. Similar
reflections crowd upon the mind when we think of
Babylon, Nineveh, and other ancient cities now inTums.
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And when wo think of the tower of Babel, we are led
to consider the consummatq folly of man, in attompting
to ovade the judgments and dosigns ol the Creator and
Ruler of the Univorse, IBut the reminiscences which
the objoct now before us brings to the mind are of quite
a different charactor.’ . - - R
First of all wo are mstlncm'ely led to mquire, what
was the motive in erecting thig edifice T It was no smnll
work to be dono by so few—(tradition says that it was
built by twelve or thirtcon individuals.)) It was tho
same that animated the heart of David, when he said to
Nathan the prophet—*“1 dwell in a house of ccdars,
whilst the ark of God remaineth between curtuins,” It
was orected for the sole purposo of worshipping and hon.
oring the, great Jehovah, It was the fruit, or effect, of
that same principle of love o God which constrained
them to .resist all the efforts which waore made by the
Pope of Rome and his cmissaries to compel them to
bow down and worship the Beast with seven heads and
ten horns, ¢ whose name 18 Blasphemy.” It is to that
divine principle implanted in the heart of man, through
the word and spirit of God, thot we are indebted for all
our civil and religious rights and privileges, by which
wo are clovated above every other nation ou the tuce of
the globe. |
Another reflection is, tho solemn exercises that have
beon: conducted there. - There the f{aithful servants of
God have stond up, a8 it were between:the living and
the. dead, warning sinners to ropent and fleo from the
wrath to come—there saints have had : their times ﬂf
refreshing from - the presence of the' Lord—hayo Tad
fresh Bupphﬁs of grace, enabling them to run the Chris-
tian race—theére thoy: have united'in commemoruating a
Saviour's dying love,~there have been poured forth the
sweet and- melodious songs of Zion. Never can the
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writer forgot those ¢ old familiar tunes” which he hus
hoard within those saered walls, or the selemn prayers
and exhortations that have heen oftfered there.

. Whilo to some thosoe solomn exercises have proved a
savor of lifo unto lifo, to others they have proved a
savor of death, TJ somethe preacher has been “as
the voico of one that could play well on an instru-
ment 3’ his words only rcached the ear, whilo their
thoughts were about their farms, or merchandise, or
roving with the eyes of the fool, to the ends of the earth.
Itis o solomn refiection, that however those means of
grace have been received, they have now ceased for
cver ; as far as this place of worship is concerncd the
‘““die 18 cast’’—-so far uas respects the privilege of the
means of grace there, tho vision is * sealed up,” for
those who enjoyed them, as eftectually as if an angel had
alrcady sct one foot on the sea and the other on the land,
and sworn by Fim that sitteth on the throne, that timno
should be no longor.

But there 14 another consideration—the influence
excrted thore will not cense until the end of time; and
honce the propricty and justice of the great God, in
fixing tho judgment after that period. The apostle,
sponking of one who had departed this life, says, “he
being dead yet speaketh.”  Thus tho influence of the
writings and lives of those who have been conunected
in that placo will continue to flow on, augmenting in its
coursy, from generation té generation, until the end of
time. On the other hand, the evil consequences re-
sulting from the disobedience of others to tho com-
mands of God, will continne to the samo period. We
nced no better illustration of this pomt than that which
wo have in the astory of the churches in our own land.
How clearly are the lincuments of that little band of
Puritans, who embarked in the Mayflower, in 1620, and
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landed at Plymouth, soon, after the lapse of 220 yoars,
in tho evangelicul churches of Now England..i- That
stern and rigid pioty—that'infloxible adherenco to all
the laws and ordinances of God, which characterized
that little company, hus beon improssed upon cach suc-
ceeding goeneration, until tho prefunt timo, and beon
incorporated into ull their institutions, But how great-
ly have their numbers incroased; as the strecam of timo
volls ‘on; and who can calculate the influence on the
immortal dostinies of man, which had its origin in that
little band of Dissenters, and which will continue to
flow on, augmoenting in its course aftor tho munmner of
geometrical progression, uatil the end of the world ¢

The same observations will apply to the Reformed
Dutch Cl\urch, and others in our own land, ,

Such are some of the reflections which have ofton
occurred to the writer, on passing the uncovered walls of
the old church at Wawasink. Nevor, while the pur-
ple current courses its way through my veins, will I
forget that sacred spot.*

It was contemplated to remove the old pulpit (which
tradition affirms was brought from Holland,) to the
basement of the new church at Naponoch, that it might
be preserved as a precious relic of our ancestors, and
that we might point the rising generation to the marks
of the Indian tomahawk in its side, which, like the
twelve stones which Joshua caused to be set up in Jor-
dan, to show where they lodgoed tho first night after
crossing, might serve to remind them of the great mercy

t ! H . & 7

* The writer docs not wish to bo understood as attuching any super-
stitlous {den of sanctity to any spol or article, such ns Romanists attach to
certain places and things; but as belng sacred only on'account of the sols
emn exercises attended to there, and the hallowed rominiscences associated
with them, in tho same senve as the ground whero Moscs ﬁtmd when 'hn
saw the burning bush was “holy ground.”
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and goodness of God in delivering us from all our ene-
mics and giving us peace through our borders. But
while wo slept it fcll before the devouring eloment.
Tho writer hopes by this notice in some degree to ac-
complish the object so unbappily defeated.

THE OLD CANNON.

Tur reader will perhaps smile at my making this the
gubjoct of a notice. But to one acquainted with its his-
tory, it gives riso to some interesting reflections caleu-
lated to arouse a feeling of patriotism and gratitude,
entitling it to a notico in tho history of this neighbor-
hood. It was obtained from the State Arsenal, for the
defence of the frontier. In 1781, when the Indians
burnt Wawasink, it was made the means, in a remarka-
ble manner, of deterring the Indians from commencing
hostilities at Naponoch, according to the design of the
enemy ; and so, in all probability, much property and
many lives wcre saved. It has been used ever since on
the anmversary day of our National Independence, and
on other festival occasions. Many an aged patriot wall
recollect the jovial timoes which he used to have on the
hill at Capt. Simon Bevier's, in marching round the lib-
crty-polo, while the ¢ star-spangled banner” was float-
ing to the breoze, and the loud roar of the nine-pounder
roverberated along the Shawangunk, and at intervals,
the old ‘* Taxation,”'® or some other patriotic song was
sung; bringing vividly to mind the great events in the
history of our country, and tho noblo dceds of our ven-
crable sires in the causoe of liberty.

* Ax copics of that old song aro rather scorce at tho present dsy, and
belleving it to be admirably calculnted to arouso and inspire patriotic
{eclings, I wiil Liero insert it.
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But in the ‘““midst of this laudable emotion,” this
‘‘ fonst of reason and flow. of sonl,” thero was ono thing
to be regrotted. "A canker was at work ut the vory
vitals of our republic, in whose prospority thoy wero
rejoicing ; and they were not awaro of it. Mon were
not contented with the spirits that flowed from prosperi-
ty and health, alone—the intoxicating bowl was freoly
passed around, and manyn giaut intollect fell a vic-
tim to its bewitching influence, and theiv mortal remains
now. fill a drunkard’s grave. Blessed be God, that'the
oyes of this nation have been opened to see its danger,
and that so much success has -attended- tho  efforts to
expel this foll- mouster from the land. Had it not been
for tho glorious temporance reformation, our mnoblo
republic mlght. now have lairc by the side of the ancient
repubhcs 'of Greece and Rome, buried in undistinguish-
able ruin; for it is a settled principle, that anation qf
1 dmnkards are incapable of self-government.

L ]
1 -
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TAXATION OF AMERICA.

WaiLr I relate iy story, Americans give ear;

Of Britain's fudiug glory you presently sbull hear;
1'll give you a.true relation, attend to what I say,
Concerning the taxation of North America.

O tho cruel lords of Britain who glory iu their shame,
Tho projects they havo lit on they joyfully proclaim ;
'Tis what thoy're striving after, our riglits to take away,
And rub us of our churter in North America.

There aro two mighty speakers, who rule in Parliament,
Who alwanys have hoen secking some mischisf to invent,
'Twns North, and Bute, his father, this horrid plan did oy,
A mighty tax to gather in North America.

He searclied the gloomy regions of tho infernal pit,
To find nmong thoso legions one who excell’d in wit,
To avk of him assistance, or tell themn how they may,
Sabduy withocut reaistance this North America,

’
Old Satan, the erch traitor, resolved a voyage to take,
W ho rules sole navigator on the burning luke;
For tho Britannic ocean ho Jaunclies far nway,
I'v Iand hie hed no notion, in North America.

He tak«s his seat in Britain, 1t was his soul’s intent,
Grent George's throne to sit on, and rule the Parliawnent,
His comrades were pursuing a dinbolic way,

For to complete the raiu of North America.

Ho tried thoart of magic to bring his scheimes about,
At longth tho gloomy project he artfully found out;
Tho plan was indulged, in a clandestino way,

But Intely waa divulged in North America.
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Theso subtlo arch contrivers addressed tho British: court,
All thoso were undersiguers, for to observo report—
Thorois a plensant landscapo that lieth {ar away,
Beyond tho wide Atlantic in North Amorica.

Thero is n wealthy people, who sejourn in that lnund,
Their cliurches all with steoples most delicntely stand ;
Their houses, liko the lilies, sro painted red nud goy;
They flourish liko tho gallies in North America.

Their land with milk and honey, continually doth flow,
The want for food and monoy they seldom ever know :
T'hey heap up gokd sad silver, they have no dubts to pay,
Thoy spend their time in pleasure in North America,

On turkoys, fowls and fishes, most frequently they dine,
\With gold nad silver dishes, their tnblea alwaya shine,

They crown their feasts with butter, thoy eat, and rise to play,
[n ailks their ladies flutter in North America.

With gold and silver Inces, they do themsolves adorn,

Tho rubics deck their faces, rofulgent s thie morn!

\Wino sparklea in their glarses, they spend their happy doys, -
In merrimout and dances in North Amorica.

Let not our suit offend you, when wo address your throne,
O king, this wealthy country and subjocts are ycnr own,
And you their righitful sovereign, they truly must aboy,

Y ou havo a right to govorn them in North America.

O king, yon'vo Lieard the soquel of what we now subscribe,
[s it not just and equal to tax this wenlthy tribo ?

The question being asked, his mojesty did say,

My subjects shull be taxed in North America.

Invested with a warrant, my publicans shall go,

The tenth of all their current they surely shall bestow ;
If thoy indalge rebellion, er from our projects stray,
I'll send my wholoe batollion to North America.
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I'l] rnlly oll my forces by water and by land,

My light dragoons and horses shall go at my comnmand ;

I'Il burn both town and city, with smoke becloud thoe day,
I'll show no human pity for North America.

Go on, my hearty soldiers, you need now fear no ill—
Thero's Huarly, Hills, nud Roger's, and Jolinson will falfil—
Thoy toll such ample steries, belisve them suro wo may,
That half of them aro Tortes in North America,

My galinnt ships are ready to hoist you o’er the {flood,

And in my cause be steady, which ia supremely good ;

Go ravage, steal and plunder, and you shall have the prey ;
They quickly will knock under in North America,

The laws I have enacted, I nover will revoke,
Althongh they are neglected, my fury to provoke,

I will forbear to flatter, I'll rule with mighty sway ;
I'll tnke away the charter fromn North America.

O Georgo! you are distracted, by sad experience find ;
The luws you have enncted are nf the blackest kind,
I'll mako a short disgression, and toll you by the way,
We fear not your vppression in North America.

Qur fathers wero distressed, while in their native lund ;
By tyrants were oppressed, ns8 I do understand ;

For freedom and religion they were resolved to-»tray,
And truco the desert regions of North America,

tleaven was their sole protecter while on the roving tide,
Kind fortuno their director, and providence their guide,
If I umn not mistaken, about the first of May,

I'bis voyago was undertakon for North Awmorica.

To sail they were commanded, about tho hour of noou,
At Plymouth shore they lapded, the twenty-first of June;
Tho savages wero nettled, with fear they fled away,
And peaceably thoy sottled in North Awmerica.
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Wo aro thoir bold descendants, for liborty wa'll fight, -
Tho name of mdnpanduncu wo challongo as ovr, right,

- YWhat hoaven has freoly given, no one can tuke Awny, -

Kind hoaven, too, will savo us in North America.

Wo never wiil knock undor, O Goorgo, wo do not fear
Tho rattling of your thunder, nor-lightniug of youraspoar;
Tho' robols you duclaroe us, wo're strangors to dismny ;
You cantiot therofore scaro us in North Awmerica, .«

To wlint you have commanded, wo never will consaut ;
Although your troopa are londed upon the continent ;

Wo'll take our awords and muskets, and mureh in Lright nrrny,
And drivo tho British rustios froma North Amorica,

We havo a bold commnundor, who fears nor sword nor gun;
Tho second Alexauder, his namo is Wasuinoron;, |
His men nro nll coliected, und rendy for tho frny, .

To tight thoy wore direoted for North Amgrica.

Wo Liave Gyroon, Getos and Putnam, to manago in the field,
A gallant truin of footmon, who had rathior die than yivld ;
A stately troop of liorses train'd in a martial way,

For augmonting our forcea in North Awmericu. ‘

Proud George you are ongaged all in a dirty couse, -

A crnol war hiath raged repngnant to all lawa, .
Go toll lhu savago potion you'ro orueller than they, ..
To fight your own relations in Nurth Awmarica.

Ton millions you’vo oxpendod, and twice ton millions moro ;
Qur riches you intended should pay tho mighty score ;

Who now will stand your sponsors, yonr chargea to delray ?
For sure you cannot conquer this: North Amorlea, -

I'll toll. you Georgo, in motro, il you attend awhile,
Wo forced your own §t. Petor at Sullivaw’s fair lulu :
At Monwouth too wo gmncd the houor of the day~—

The victory obtained in North America. |
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Surely we were your bottors hard by tho Brandywine ;

Wo lnid him fast in fottors, whose namo was called Durgoyne,
Yo madoe your horso to traanble with terror and dismay,
Tho horoes wo resomblo in North America.

Confusion to tho Torics, that black infernul name,

In which Great Britain glories for evor to their shamo ;
We'll send ench foul rovolter to smutty Africa,

Or nuose them in a balter in North America.

A henlth to our brave footmon, who havdle sword and gun,
To Green, Gutes and Potnam, and conquering Washington ;
Their names bo wroto in letters which nover ahall decay,
YWhile sun and moon doth glitter in North America.

Success unto our allies, in Furope snd in Spain,

Who man their ships and gellics, our freedom to maintuin,
May they subdue the rangers of boasting Dritannia,

Aud drive them from their anchors in North America.

Buccess unto our Congress of the United States,

W ho glory in tho conqguest of Washington and Gates—
To all, both land nnd seamen, who glory in the day
When we shall all be frecimen in North Awmerica.

SBuccess to the legislation that rules with gentle hand,
To trade and vavigation, by water aud by laud; -
May all with one opinion our wholesomo laws aboy,
T hroughout this wholo dominion in North Americo.



