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Ut in vird, fic in fludiis pulcherrimum exiftimo, feveritatem comi<
tatemque mifeere,  Plin, Epift.

ORIGINAL CRITICISM.

Art. I. 7. Lucretii Cari De rerum Naturd Libros
Sexy ad exemplarium MSS. fidem recenfitos, longe emenda-
ricres reddidit, commentarius perpetuis. illufravit, indicibus
w,?mm 3 etcum ummudarnjmmbm Ricardi Bentleiiy non ante
wilgatis, aliorum ‘,"lﬁmffz mifeuit Gilhertus f.”nétﬁr” A B.
Cm’tz_gu ]J’u apud Cantabrigienfes olim Socius. Londini,
impenfis Editoris, Typis. A, Hamilton. 3 Vols. 4to.
Pr. 1320. On Superfine Imperial Paper, 211 Small
Paper, sl. 5s. Boards.

THOUGH the ancients have neither given us rules for the
compoliticn of the Didactic Poem, nor formally attempt-
ed to appreciate its merit; yet we perceive, from a few cafual
obfervations which have been tranfmitted to us, that they en-
tertained no very exalted opinion of this [pecies of poetry, and
indeed, that they were unwilling to recognize it among the
genuine produétions of the Mufe. From Ariftotle’s idea of
< rthe Verlifier fpeakin® in his own perfon,” we may conceive
his difinclination to:adjudge the laurel wreath to a Didattic
writer : and, whilft Plutarch refufes to admit Empedocles,
Parmenides, Nicander, and Theognis, among the poets, bes
caufe thev compofed mere metrical difcourfes, and invented or
created nothing, we m—qr fuppofe him a fevere cenfor of all
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that eale it would lave been neceflary to advife them to be contens
awithout their wages, The violence againft which he cautions them,
is evidently, all cruelry, wanton feverity, and lawlels violence, to
wlhich their aecupation as Soldiers did not neceffarily lead them.—
Chrift faid of a Centurion, or a commander of a hundred men, © Verily
1 fay vnto you, T lave nor found fo great faith, no not in Ifrael.” *
And the houfehold ok Cornelius, who was alfo a Centurion, were the
firll Gentiles to whom the Gofpel was preached, after the refurrection
of Chrit. ©Of Corneliu;, it is faid, that ¢ he was a devout man, and
ane that feared God, and, that his prayers and his alms had come up
as a memorial before God.”  And one of his hovfehold fervants is
called, * a dewout foldier’ an epither which cannot be conjoined with
any unlawful calling o wicked charaéier, as a devout robber, or a de-
vout murderer | 'While Peter preached the Golpel to thefe Soldiers,
and to the reft of the houfehold of Cornelius, ¢ the Holy Spirit fell on
al} them who heard (he Word, and they fpake with tongues, and mag-
“nified God, and were baptized.” + .

Of the author’s vindication of {ome di{frnting :ungr:gziions, who
have been charged with difloyalty, it is impoffible to fpeak wirh fuch
refpect as of his fermen.  On the gafloral admonizion by the late
General Affembly of the Church of Scotland we cannot at prefent lay
our hands ; but if we be not greatly deceived by the fallacioufnefs of
our memories, no difenters are, in that difeourfe, charged with dif-
loyalty, but thofe who fend miffionarics through the country to colleét ‘

\
|

309 ORIGINAL CRITICISM.

the multitude by bear of drum, and toexcite in their breails a Aarved -
and conterpt of their paryfle Miusfters, Such conduét as this, furely,
M. Braidwood does not approve, however much he may diflike the ~ |
Conftitution of the Church of Scotland, ar the alliance of any Church
with the Szate.  We muft likewife put bim in miod, that when he
petulantly called the attention of his readers to the perfecuting fpiric
of the Prefbyterians of the laft Centary, he called it likewifé to the
enotmities of his own predecellons the Auts. pado. baptifts of Germany,
{from the year 1525 to 1634 ; and that, if the members of any fect
or fociety be anfwerable for the crimes of their predeceflors, he has
mortally wounded himfelf by the blow aimed at his adverfary.

* Match. viii. 1o, + Adts x. ¢ :

Ant. X. A concife Sele&ion of the Divine Excellencies of Rewela-
tion: with a Ward of Advice for the Reformation of the Reformer
Thomas Paine. To whick are added, a Prefeription for every
Ewil: anda Planfor the Reonciliotion of all contending Powerts
8vc. Pe. 32. Price 6d. Longman.

THIS lirtle Effay might have been enritled, ¢ Expoftulations
with Thomas I ¢ 1 haye not read (fays the aurhor)
your writings, cither on palitics or religion. It may be, you ftumble
at the word of God, on account of the fins and infirmities of good
men therein recorded.  Bue furely, Sir, nothing can be a greater
proof of its authenticity. For had they been written by artful and
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defigning men, they would have fpoken of them as preachers do of
their departed friceds in funeral fermons : they would have {er fortl
all their excellencies in the moft confpicuous light, and have kepe
their failings and folly behind the curtain.’® It is not probable, that
‘Thomas Paine will pay any great deference to a perfon who addrefles
him without having read any part of his writings, either on politics
or religion. 2

The flyle is fuch as becomes the fubjed, but we are not much
charmed with the expreffion at ». 24y * mwumerable numbers !**

POLITICS

Art. XI.  Cowgrefs ai Rafiedr.  Official Correfpondence  be-
taveen bis Excellency Count Metrernich, Minifter Plenipotentiary
of the Emperor 5 the Deputies of the Empire, and Citizens Treil-
Tard, Bownier, Roberjoty qud Fean de Bry, Miniflers Plenigoren-
tiary of the French Republic, affembled at Rafladt, for the Pur-
/e of negociating a Peace beinveen thofe Powers. Coutaining
the avhole of the State Papers, from the Comencement of the
Nepociation in December 1797 to April 1799, the period of its
Diffolution.  From the Oviginal Papers. Waith an Englifh Tranf-
lation, 8ve, Pe,723. Price gs. Wright. London. 18oc.
ITTLE more remains for us to do than to announce this col-

letion of Srate-Papers, the moft curious, we ceive, that wis
ever exhibited 10 Europe, finee the days of its civilizition, and fince
the mode of negociation by a Congrefs was firlt eftablilhed. A con-
ftant wiolation of the Law of Nations, on theone part, and a fruitlefs
proteft agzindt, and fubfequent degrading acquiefcence in, fuch viola-
tion on the other; French perfidy, and Imperial weaknefs, combine

1o prefent a memorable leffon to the prefent, and to future ages ;—the

colledtion of fuch documents is an effential fervice rendered to

hiftory.

Arv, XL, Forcthaughts en the General Pacifcation yfl Eurgpe,
8vo. Pr. 104. Wright. 18co.

THIS is a rraét of noordinary merir, and it treats of a fubjec of no
ordinary importance. ‘Thofe maxims of the public law of nations,
which affect the very ““ Fuspamextavs of Society”” are here con-
fidered in rheir relation to the prefent Polirical State of Europe ;—and
the neceffity of an effe€tual and permanent provifion foc their preferva-
tion, at a general peace, is infifted on with equal ftrength and ability.
No peace, that is not founded on thefe principles, can enfure either
{afety or continuance. i

¢ The laws of natural Socicty are of fuch importance to the fafety
of all States,” (fays an eminent authority,) © thatif the cuftom once
prevailed of trampling them under foor, yo NaTiox could flarrer
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