ORATION,

DELIVERED AT GREAT BARRINGTON,

IN COMMEMORATION OF THL (NDEPENDENCE OF

THAE UNITED STATES 0F AMERICA,

FULY 4, 1809.

* &

BY TIMOTHY WCODRRIDGE-
. /

)

p— "

ST@QKBBIDGE:
PRINTEF AT THE HERALD 0FICE.

1809,



-

¢

THE following Oration is published at the unanimous re-
quest of the party ussembled to dine at Great Barrington, after the
exercises of the duy had closed. That it may be better understood,
and the merit3 of the Orator more correctly estimated, it is proper
to inform the public, that he became blind in the midst of his colle-
giate education  In such a situation the difficulty of collecting ma-
terials, and the emburrassments of composition must be obvicus. Let
the clear sighted critic rcmember, that it is the voice of one that
spceaketh out of durkness. These remarks however are not made
to d ‘precate a candid examination. If they were, the author would
disclaima them.

NOTE BY A FRIEND.
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AN ORATION.

THE grand political Sahbath of America has
ance more rciurned.  We are here convened to pay
our heart-felt homage to the Genius of Liberty, and per-
form lustrations around her altar.  The duties which
this day imposes are solemn and interesting.  As on the
Christian Sabbath, the votary of our holy religion takes
a moral retrospect of his conduct during the weck he
has just left behind him in the tract of time ; so on this
day, consecrated by the most magnificent event in the
hlqtor\ of humar affairs, it becomes men invested with
the awlul, the dzgmﬁcd character of freemen, to insti-
tute a strict scrutiny into their political principles, and
the course-of meusures, in which, by their high elective
privileges, they so immediately act.  Porhaps it may be
deemed by seme, singular and incongruous, consldcrmg

my age, and the peculiar circumstances of my situation,
that | should take it upon me to lead your thoughts on
this august occasion. Perhaps itis natural to conceive,
that as I am barred from many of the most glorlous ob-
jects of human ambition, and human pursuit, I should
also be insulated in my feelings.  Perhaps it may seem
difficult that I should so far translate myself into the
body of the State, as to feel ary very lively concern in
its common good. These considerations 1 have deep-
ly and distresstuily fclt, and under their influence, I
aporoach the task before m:, with delicacy, e¢mbarrass-
ment, and even treraor. But I am consoled when I re-
fl -ct, that if born under some malignant influence I had
been such a moral prodigy as to have no natural love of
Country, yet I have many tics of high interest to at-
tach me to the State. I have a persen and sacred rights
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be}ongmg to it; I have friends, whom I dearly love ;
thesc circumstauces, identify my interests with those of
the ccuntry. ¢ I can feel 1ts joys, and partake its sor-
rows, with as true a heart, as any thunderer” in the
capitol. The grand progress of events on the wide
theatre of human action, has not passed by me, wholly
unhecded, or uninvestipated.  The tissue of measures
it our own Republic has been uuravelled thread by
thread ; ; and on these subjects mv mind has always
been fuir and open as the face of heaven. If any man

marks me slightly, or hears me disdainfuily, because the
hend ot Almighty God has shaded these orbs, I des-
" pis. that man more than I Jament myself. But the bet-
ter teelings of my heart receil from the foul supposition,
-that there is any maun so unworthy, within the reach of
mv voice. I will ofend no honorable genteman. I
will be modest, yet mot servile.  If in the course of
my future remarks, - I should be betraved into enthusi+
#sm; it shall be untinetured with Ingotry. But | bave
wastcd 106 inuch of vour time and patience, I beg par-
dém.: - Fhe peculiarity of my situation extorted it from
me, and forms my only apology.

My CounTrRYMFN,

OUR INDEPEN DE\TCE you ‘well know
was achieved by an arduous’ and‘p%n{ut awuggle. The
principles of . the revolution we all vevere. They were °
such as nevet before moved men to such efforts, and to
put in jeopardy all that is Gearto rhankind,. They were
of such 4 natdre, as has no parallel in history. * Who
betore ever read, in-storv or in song, of a nation that
reasoned before it felv. - Yet this was the case with this
great and mignenimbus proples A -few pal@ -pitiful
taxes, in their immediate opefmion- light as t‘pﬁamomi
yet viewed -as parts of a great system of - subjugation,
awakened: theip apprehension, and at last threw them in-
to arms, amd provoked resistande;: _ as fate.—
Their sagacity discovered 4n'the: i Wf pirilament-
ary taxauon, the bitter root of evéry ‘avxfous plaat,

! ‘ A)

Evmw Stnfe Ras some prominent principle ; somd‘
great feature in which it conceives s freedom to con-
sistt. Rome fancied that hers Jay in an exemption-from

<
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the forms of kingly government.  Casar, who well
knew this prejudice, flattered the people with the show,
the drapery, and the crowns of sovereignty, while he
retained in his own hand the substance and the power of
despotism. Never was a people more free in ﬂleor_v or
more enslaved in practice. But the grand circumstance,
in which the wiser colonists of America conceived their
liberty to consist, was an exclusive right to tax them-
scives. This right was invaded ; and the invasion arous.
ed three millions of people, to try the sawful tug of war,
and to appeal to the Almlghty Ruler of the Universe ;
who broke the oppressor’s rod. and lct the oppressed go
free.  When we, who through defect of years, had no
part or lot in the glorious transactions of that period ;
listen to the relations of those, who had a personal agen.
cy in them; they seem to labor for words and images
to give utterance to their conceptions and feelings in re.
lation to thosc times.  Much wrong we unquestionably
sufcred fiom Great Britain; and 1t would be strange
indcud, if 1n our enthusiasm, we ourselves had not some-
times broken through the narrow boundaries of moral
rectitude.

Tur sages and heroes, who took the direction of our
destinies in those davs were men of iren nerves, in whose
view the regions of danger were not peopled with glant
images and appalling forms ; in their eyes they shrunk
nto plgmxes ; the) withered ; they dm’umshed they
melted into thin air like the visions of the mg&, I‘hq
shook offthe incumbrances of oppression “like dew dropa
“ from the Lion’s mane.” They were men, “howonld
not iike the Trojun fugitives shrink back from the deferce
of Troy, although thev should behold Neptune shaking
its walls, and Juro heading its besiegers. But I need
not here relate the chequtrcd fortunes, or splendid re-
sult of the war; these things are decply rooted in all
your hearts,;yqmaavill not, you cannot forget them. Sufs
fice it to say; Inchpem? was obtained. Neither
will I here dilate vpon thd Slories cf abstract liberty ;
that I shall leave to minds more enthusiastic than my
own, and proceed to something more gross, and palpa.
ble to scnse ; to facts aud circumstances, which may be
secn and felt. -
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Soox after the ancient confederacy, by its own weak-
ness, had crumbled to the dust, and a better comp: cted
structure of government was erected on its ruins, the
Freuch revolution burst upor the world.  An event so
monstrous in its nature, and so diffused in its effects,
as to reach to thz remotest cornerns of the earth, can
hardly be mentionel by any man in his senses without
convulsion, or heard without shiv t-nng A great na-
tion which had groaned under a long succession of ty-

-annous  princes, rising into freedom was a spectacle
$0 august, ana sn imposing, that while we contempla-
ted it, the 1magination was fuscinated, and judgment
enchained. Like th: opiate rod of seme enchanter, it
scemed to Tav the fuculics of men a,leep Such ap-
pearances, anl the heavenly secming plcmres of uni.
versal emancipation, whicn were displayed in France,
covered the whole scene, with the mast attractive tints,
and allurin 3 5| alcn"orc The svmpathies of the Amcr-
ican p;omc_ sirongly followed t ¢ fortunss of the
French. It was natural. The seniiment was bonorable
to the American heart. Frenchmen scemed to have

caught the spark ot liberty from our altar, and they
promised that its flumes shoul i spread till they hall en-
circled the worll.  Against this sacred work the whole
range of European powers seemed to be arrayved in
hostility. In such un alrernative what heart could long
hesitate which part to choose I But the scene was quick-
ly changed. The ghostly horrors ot the French revo-
lution soon began to appear in all their terrific naked-
ness, anl vour \WWasHiNGTON, whose sight was infioite,
saw them from the beginning, and raised his monitory
voice to his countrvmen. We had then men amongst
us smitten with the love of French fashions ; they were
joined by others whe hal turued the world upsule
down on the other side the atiantic, and were come
hither also. These worthy gendemen, friends of hu-
manity, mmpeiled; some of them, by gainnate love of
tyranny, some by sclf agggandizemen me by a love
of revolution, for the sake oErevolution, and others by
a wish to apply brilliant theories to government, tound
means to turn the prejudices of the American people,
to the advancement of their own purposes. They
promiscd to redeem us, from the vexationof a govera-
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saent of checks and balances ; or at least ta give ne u
more relaxed administration of the Constitution, which
then existed. They propagated with wonderful assiduity
the seductive doctrines of the French school. The
gilded poison was caught up with avidity, the infection
of French fashions extended to almost every cir-
cumstance of lite. It procecded to things more serious
than dress or furniture ; it change ! the forms of social
tutercourse. and it seemed as 1t Atheism, that deadli-
est foe to human happiness, and human hopes, would
tollow in its train. By this tme France invaded our
neutral rights by obstructing our trade wi'h Britain, in
the tond hope of embrotling us with that nation, and
drawing us into the net of her own cause. But the
firmy and steady arm of WasnincTON, shoved by the
dunger, and he assumed a decided, and dignified atti-
tude against so solent, and lawless a nation. This
conduct procured a temporary respect for cur righis,
France renewed, and increased similur injuries upon
us, under a subsequent federal administration, and all
lntercourse with her was broken off.  This was the first
step on the road of federal policv. It was soon follow-
ed up by the coercive energies of the nation, and a re-
apect for our rights was secured bv the solemn sanc-
tions of a treaty ; and it is not doubtcd but, that if the de-
crees of Napoleon in relation to our commerce, had
been resisted in the same wayv, thev would before this
time have been as contemptible as the anathemas of the

Pope.

Tue stands which the Federalists, from time to time,
made against the encroachments of France, produced
the loudest complaints.  They were attributed to a cold
indifference to French liberty, and a blind partiality for
England. But the sentiments and conduct towards for-
eign nations of the men who thén guided our affairs,
were governed by better principles.  They were rega-
lated solely by American policy. They were men it is
true, of like passions with others. Their administra-
tion was imperfect, as all human things are imperfect ;
mixed of good and bad, like the characters and for-
tunes of men.  But the furious clamor and seductive
artifices employed against them multiplied converts with,
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as much rapiditv as the sword and voluptuous paradise
of Mahomet; and each new republican disciple labor-
ed with more than Mahometan zeal to spread the 1ms
posture. Thinking men who loved their country above
all other earthly o'jects, stemmed the current of nopus
lar fecling; but were overwhelmed ; and our Absas
loms at last became judges und rulers in the land.

SwerT and happy day! Likc the inhabitants of La.
puta we were all to become philosophers; we were
to have no more use for the Sun, for sunbeams were
to be extracted from cucumbers; men were to make
their journeys over land in halioons ; and to traverss
the sea manv miles below its surface in submarine vess
sels.  But so stupid and unphilosophical are men, that
I am told they yet roll their wheels on this dirty earth,
and skim along the surface of the occan. Our sailors
were to withdraw, to the welcoming arms of the wil-
derness 3 there seated bheneath fantastic howers, and
Iolling along delicious banks of wild roses, they were
to cuitivate philosophy and modern virtue, by solitary
contemplation, and gazing at the stars. But they are
such dull scholars, and so imperfecily illnminated, thag
they vet prefer to tread the deck, and harpoon the
whale an the great deep, where danger and glory resideg
to all the wild blossoms-and wilder philosophy of the
wilderness. Our rulers told us of the tempestuous sea of
liberty ; this we had supposed a mere rhetorical flour-
1sh, but we experienced its reality in the overturnings
which soon took place. Officers were dismissed en
masse, a judiciary, ravy, treaty and naticnul character,
the basis of our solid glory, all died in their hands.—
The ¢ tempest beaten turrets” of the state shook, and
we stood by, sad expectants of their fall,

Tury also told us of the stagnant calm of despotism ;
a tolerably good picture of which has been exhibited
not long since in the condition of the country.  As there
was no miracle wrought in the hearts of these men, when
they came to power, all their ancient partialities for
France clang about them, and the consequence was, a
very close connexion took place between the two couns
tries. We became ins¢nsible to the outrages of France;
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which were acenmulate ' upon us ; when we were savs
agely smitten on one cheek, we had the excessive saiute
ship to turn the other also, with unmurmering resignas
tion. I will not here impute to our rulers dishonorable
motives. But [ will say that a connection with France
has been found, by the expericnce of other natiors, and
even by our own, most dangrrous ; and it matt rs not
to the private citfzen, whether this connection is derived
from corruption, or from follv.  To huve a tull appres o
hension of the dreadful imporc of an alliance with Francegs=’
it will be necessary to trausport oursclves in thought to
wearied Eurcpe, groaning under the colossal weight of
French domination, and contemplate a liule the conui-
tion of those States, which have takin hold of the per-
fidious hand of French friendship, which, like the hand
of death, never relaxes its grasp.  Spain to purchase 3
gnilty peace, contribu:ed the influ-nce of alt-her resources
to the advancement of Bonapurte’s schemes of ambition,
But this was not enough. With consummate perfidy,
he allured her monarch into his hands, wrested from
him his sceptre, and placed a mushraom brother upon
“his throne. This cruel indignity incensed a high spiri-
- ted, and loyal people, who ficw to arms, und in gloomy
“hosts, with unwavering desperation, dreve the alien
“king trom their Capitol, “The picture of Spain for the
vear past, has been instructive and interesting. ©Oné
side has exhibited, all that a trium:haut leader and sol-
diery coukd threaten and c<ffeét’; the other has been
marked with all that we distinguish, in the fallof a pat-
riot people, maddencd by despair. When the new king,
Joseph, was compelled by the enraged Spasiards to fly
back towards his Imperial Brother; Napoleon, whose
eye never winks, and whose step never recedes, (to use
the metaphor of a splendid oratar, spplied to a differ.nt
subject)  drew together from every quarter, whatever
“ a savage ferocity. could add to his néw rudiments in
« the art of war; and collecting all the materials of fus
“ ry, havoc, and desolation, into one black cloud, he moa
“ ved down the declivities” of the Pyrennees * a mena-
“ cing meteor that blackened aH the horizon.” He ens
tered Spain with tenfold strength in his arm, ard horrible
vengeance i his eye.  The rest you know. There are
B
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yet some lingeriny stands, maile by the Patriots, but the
object is beyund hope.

Lzt 13 leave thisscene, and direct our flight towards
the Alpo. VWkat 1s that meurnful form which ve des-
cry in thuse rugged realins I Liet us draw aroun .. It
1s the Genius of L";crtv, weeping on the blood-crimson.
ed heights. Her hardy sons, the Swiss, who had chcr.
ished her in the valiics, anu on the sides of the mount-
ains, for five }.m*uul vears, are subjected to Gallic
tribute, extorted from: them in the worst of ways, by
the worst of men; or dragged trom home to fight the
battles of their opprecssors.

LeT usnow descend into the fogs of Holland. There
we find a dcluded peodle, who but a few )carq ago em-
braced the fraternity ¢f France, and opencd their gates
to her soldicvs, as te redeeming spirits ; and  what is
their requital ¢ They have no more a republic, bat a
foreign king. Their trade, once the source of their
subsistence and onulence, is cut off; and their youny
men are called out by conscripuion, to aid in the cause ot
universal conquest.

But we will not enlarge our survey, where we find
no objects, that greet the eye with pleasure.  The most
prominent figure on the grand accldema of Europe, is
an universal conqueror, driving through her kingdoms,

and dragging justice, aund the independence of nations,
chained to his chariot wheels.  The plunder of Europe
is collected in Paris, that depositury of. unhallowed
spoils, that scat of abominatio: ns, compared with which,
the sins of Ninevch and Babylon, shall whiten, and be
forgotten in the last judgment.

We will now turn away from these scenes of abhor-
rence,and pursue the survey of our native country, which
at our departure tor Kuro pe, we leit tmmrbmd in the
sta;mant calm of (.mpotxsm in the very stile and spirit of
szch policy. Itis not my wish to irritate the feclingsot
the friends of the Embargo, or to tear opcn the bleeding
wonnds of its victims ; ncither did I intend to anncy vou
with the stench of these thizgs; but passing strange a-
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ey are, ought they to be suffered to go by, without some
Lttle notice on this occasion ? Qught they to pass « like
¢a summer’s cloud, without our special wonder {”
The man wlho has cscaped from the paw of a savage
taat Las failen lifeless on the plain behind him, naturalty
turns back his steps to examine a little, the anatomy of
that figure, which just now stalked so Fearfully One
great object of the Embargo, we were told, was to ex-
tort from Great Britain the highest points of commercial
right ; peints, which in all ages have been consider=d
equivocal. The authors of that measure well under-
stood that feature in human nature, represented by the
shrewd philosopher of Samog, in his table of the don
throwing away his meat to catch 1ts <hadow. Tiws
while our rulers were amusing us with the illusive idea
of enlarging the privileges of commerce to romantic
Lounds, the mere shadows of their twilight understand-
ings ; we lost all its solid advantages.  The blow was
intended for England : it was expected it would rock
her battlemcats, and shake her throne to the centre.  To
her it was impotent, Lut in its recoil it fell upon our poor
country, which staggered under it; and the Cabinet of
St. James sarcastically toid us, that « his Majesty would
« not hesitate to contribute, in any manner in his power,
“ to restore to the commerce of the United States its
«“ wonted activity, and if it were possible, without ap-
‘¢ pearing to deprecate the Embargo, as a measure of
« hostility, would gladly have facilitated its removal,
« as a measure of incomvenicmt restriction upon t/u'
 American people.”’

Bur to keep the Embargo in countenance, we are told
by those whose daily traffic is in cheats, that it has
brought Great Britain to our feet. 1 can discover no
feature of humiliation ; not that I rejoice in this circum-
stance ; would to heaven, we had the power to bring all
the ¢« Princedoms and Dominations’ on the globe to our
feet. We have obtained from Great Britain no conces-
sion, bo point in the controversy, nothing which she did
not offer us, almost two years ago, in the note of Lords
Holland and Auckland to our ministers. In that note
she promised, to forbear any interdictions ot our com-
merce, upon condition, that we would resist the outra-
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ge'm decvees of Fran:e, against our neutral rights,
v h owore stabbing Creat Britvin through our sides ;
£ 13 resisinee was onur Jduty, as wn horest neutral power,
for neuires have daues as well as rights. We bhave
srace, madie the resistance, and consequeatly the Britsh
1:..crdicuens have been removed.

It s furtho rsaid in proof of the assertion, which I am
retuang, tiat the offirs, which Mr. Jetferson mace to
G reat Briwin during the lasy summer, would have plac-
e the iclution hetween the two countrics on the same
f oting upcn which they now stand ; but that Great Bri.
tan, then fiushed wnh the prospect of high fortunes,
whiich the now state of things on the continent of Europe,
scome * to promise, and not sufficicntly wearied dowr. by
th- Embuorgo, saw fit to reject them. Any mmun we
think, who has intellect enough to distinguish between
things of different natures, must see the falsity of this.
What would huve been the situation of Great Britain in
relation to this country, had she complied with those
effers ¢ She would still have found, the terrors of a pre-
sidential pmclamauon, henging over her national ships,,
and a non-importation act prohibiting many of her com-
prodities.  We should mdeed have permitted her arri-
vals, but what are arrivals worth without cargoes ?
Whereas by the late adjusyment, our trade with her is
unobstructed, and free as.air. The offers of which we
are speaking, were utterly destitute of one feature of
reciprocny, which is an essential ingredient, in all trans-.
actions between independent nations: At the very time:
theyv were made, French manufactures had a free admis-
sion to our markets, French ships rode in our harbors,
aind our cabinct informed the government of France,
that if her decrecs were repealed, while those of -her ri-
val belligerent remuained in force, the relutions between
thes country and Great Britain would be changed, an ex-
pression, which in the soft and circuitous dialect of our
late President, means war,

BuT as the last resort of absurdity, we are told, that our
Non-lntercourse was another form of the Embargo, ope-
rating agamnst England. True it did operate against Eng-.
land ; but it placeu her on a footing of equality with France
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bv operating in all its rigors apainst this latter power also.
W< have a most unqucstnonable right to break off inter-
course with all the nations of the earth, and if any one
of thent snder these mrcumstances, makes overtures to
open a trade with us, she can do it without humbling
herself before her enemy. This equality of treatmens
amongst cqual offenders was all that honor, or even Great
Britain required. Thus then alter having been dragged
through the dark and distressing defiles of F.mbargo,
we have at length got back into the lummous track of
feleral policy.

Tar pressure of the measure now under censidera-
tion was so extreme, that it awoke a spirit of enquiry.
The great mass of the people, are radically right, they
have no interest in being wrong, and when in possession
of full information, they will act virtuously and patriots
tcally, and will dxsunguish between their reul triends;
and their flatterers. It was natural, when men weré
occupied with their private concerns, and not inquisitive
mn public affairs, that they should follow the tendency of
popular opinion, in what direction soever it might hap-
pen to run ; and so long as their private interests were
not molested, they might think that aH was weli. But
« time will unfold what plated cunning hides ;” when
the Embargo came, it was around them, it was about
them ; it invaded their dwellings, and théir very tables ;
and men began to searck, in the historv of our public afs
fairs, for the causes of so greata calamity. This seirch
resulted in a rapid conversion of political senument.
Federal truth, began its serene aud awfel progress ;
and 1t must prcVail. As the eye of th~ body, when the
medium is clear, sees objecis in their true colors ; so
when the clouds of misrepresentation are rolled away
from the intellect, the mental ¢ye becomes a light to the
fect, and a lamp to the path. The sleeping Sampsons of
New England now also awoke, and shook the dust from
their garments. Massachusetts, ever watchful over
her rigats, made a vigerous stard ; she stretched forth
her hand to ward off increasing mischiefs ; she pointed
it towards the mountains of iniquity, and they smoked ;
the hills, and they melted away. The KEmbargo
was soon smothered and merged: The hall of Con-
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gress rang w ith the andacious slander, that the Feder-
alists pmn'“l a dagorer ot the mmy of the States.
This dw;n r, like Mucheth’s, was merely fancied ; it
existed on'v in the imaginations of those who affected to
s.c 1t, and had they Macbc'h s ftranbkress, they would

use hus languupe.

~—“Thou art but

©ON o cer ot the nnd, a fulse ereation,
“Peoweing trom the heat oppressed brain”
~* There’s no such thing.
1008 the bivody bisiness which informs

€ TLus to Pune eves.

MRr. Jrrrrrsown the projector of the Embargo, pro-
fess=d fricndshiy for comuaerce. But its rapid decay too
uncquivocally proves the hiollowness of his professions.
He also lovesd the sturdy culiivators of the soil. He
told them that th.v were the chosen people of God ;
¢« if ever he had a chosen people.”  He was so tender
of them, that he gricved “ that the winds of heaven
¢ should visit thein too roughly.”  Yet many of them
have found, thut s 1thu~mg ‘hand, scnt leanness into
their souls. But with \Ir. J«flcison we have now no more
to do. He has passed awav, and we will leave him to
repose upon his laurels, on the charming slopes of Man-
ticello, and 1o sport with mammoth bones, and the gen-
tle shades of expiring gum boate. 1 wish him pleasant
play and golden dreams. But there is an awful moral,
which mayv be learnt from the cxample, of a successful
idolater of the people.  This moral belongs to vou, and
to vour childrea. It is, that all this seeming devotion
to the people, 1s but a heaven-barnshape, assumed to con-
ceal iatriasic tyranny.  Although statesmen learn the
art of government from the mass of experience which
the world has viclded ; yet it is an estublished maxim
in political science, tlmt a people lcarns nothing, from
the experience of other nations. This we ourselves
have demonstrated, for our moral is written in sunbeams
in the volumes ot history ; Yet now since it is so deep-
ly written in our own experience, we hope it will long be
held in salutary remembrance. These idolaters, who
worship at our shrine, and shed over us the tears of devo-
tion, have in all ages made the great body of the people,
the objcct and the instrument of their cruel tyranny.
The federalists have been accused of monarchical pre-
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judices, and tendencies, because they resist wild and
disorganizing nrinciples, which tend to anarchy.  Fed-
eralists consider liberty as that sweet wugel, the special
messeuger of a benevolent Deiry, wiose radiant visien
sheds light, and lile, and glory, on the coun'ry over
which she hovers ; while they dread anarchy, »s a foul
fiend, summoned by internal agency trom il.e nether
regions of despair, chief mover of discord v :his vp-
per world, about whom, as thew gloomy centeriihe Jark,
and turbulent clouds and +torms of fury and civii s ife,
roll, and convolve. Alisraszazon o commation, these
covtrnding clemcats, by the vndentiesof thelr cown
nature, mix and sctide into tic Iovarizhiand oppressive
calin of duspotism.

I HavE now finished the retroqr”c'iv » part of my sub-
Jcct and 1t pives mc areat pleasure to tuirn your Lhougrhts
sorward ro the brirliening aspect of affuirs vwhich exists
before us; an .mpu.t, iike the magnificence of amorning
sun, brilliant with joy and hope.  Few anniversarics
have been more replete with the cinses of joy and cons
gratulation than the present. It 15 emphastically a proud
and glorious day to Federalists ; thoy Lehold their coun-
try relieved from a mountainous foad of suffering, by
the operation of those principles which they have cher-
ished themsclves, and recommonded to others, 1 hey
behold these principles circling around them and spread-
ing wide their benignant influcnce.  ‘They will have the
magnanimity not to sully the spiendor ot an honorable
victory with the insolence of triumph. By the lote uc-
commodation with Great Brituin, a door i3 opencd to a
treaty, which is almost sccure. We have escaped a
threatened war, with that powertul empire, which would
have wasted the resources, and impaired the strength of
this vouthful nation ; and what is mfuiiciv worse, woeuld
have thrown us into the fatal arms of a French alliance.
Our shores again bustle with the ardor of commercial
enterprize, activity is once more reetnrul to the channels
of business, and the facuitics of the Country are again
brought into action. On the recognition of so many
blessings, let us not content oursclves with shouting ho-
sarnas to any human agents, who mayv have centributed
to their procurement ; but let us ook wiih sentiments of
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fervent gratitude, bevond human agency, up to that aw-,

ful Being, who gmdcs and governs the affairs of m: n

Ubder the impression of his holy presence, let us form
the most *.gorous resolutions of virtue, not only for the
regulation of our tuture conduct as citizens of civil so-
gicty, but also as pilgrims bound 1o an invisible country,

bevond the swellings of Jordan.  Let us cultivate and
cherish, with a holy assiduity, the virtues of Justice,
charity, and a regard to the common good. There is a
golden rule, which requires us to do 1o others, what
~we should think reason ble to be done to us, in like
‘circumstances.  This rule has an interpreter in every
bosum, and the just man, who shapes his conduct by it,
no matter who he 1s, or how obscure his condition, con-
tributes, to the strength of the nation, and may be the
unknown, and unhonored instrument, of procuring for it
maay blessings. If we would huve the blessings annex-
ed to naticnal justice, we must be just as individuals ;
for in this free governmznt, our rulers are cur neighbors,
and our frienls; they g3 from the midst of us, and car-
ry into the government, mich of the spirit and charac.
ter of the people ; and it is a truth established by the na-
ture of thmgs, and corroborated by all history, that there
1s a connection, in divine provn..lence, be.ween national
justice, and nationai prosperity.

Our passions are our worst enemies, and it is a re-
mark of an expcrienced statesman and philosopher, (the
greatest perlaps. that ever lived) ¢ that a nation can be
¢ free only in the same proportion, in which its mem-
¢ bers, witl put moral restraints upon themsetves.” It is
most true that no tyranny is so cruel as the tvranny of
the passions.  Let us then be tree, and subject our pas.
gions to our control. To aid us in this sacred wm'k of
purifving our minds, let us resort to the solemn tem-
ples of Almighty God, and listen to the instructions of
our most excellent clergy.  Let us mingle with them,
in their addresses, to that merciful Being, who graciously
condescends, to histen to the wants of his erring crea-
tures. In those approaches to the Deitv, the distinc-
tions of party and of rank vanish ; the rugged passions
are melted down ; the proud man is bumbled, and the
meck trembler supported. Lt us revercuce, and attend
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all the ordinances appointed by heaven, for in heaven’s
own, expressive imagery we arc assured that the leaves
of the tree, are for the healing of the nations. Let us
individually endeavor to catch some shred of the man-
tle of all premllmg praver, which clothed those saintly
patrntchs, Israel, Danicl and a host of others, of the
same spirit. Thev were men who could stand in the
breach, and keep out invading judgments ; they. could
storm heaven with holy violence, and draw down bles-
sings upon their country.  Let us look upon our neigh-
bors of a different party with an eve of charity, and in
our intercourse with them, search for those points, upon
which we can agree rather than those upon which faction
has made a difference of opinion, and maintain the de-
corums of civility, which are powerful checks upon our
passions. =~ Lect us accustom vurselves, to sacrifice the
little gravifications of selfichness, and of party, at the
shrine of patriotism, and consider the man who can re-
Enquish such gratifications, from a regard to the benefit
of his countrv as a goo.: angel.  Let us contemplate the
characters of illustrious men, who have gone before us,
and tread in their steps.  Let us contemplate our Amrs
whose pure Spirit fled on the morning of the last anui-
versary. But he yet lives, for purity and wisdom nev-
er dic. He lives we trust in a sphere of glory to inter-
cede for his beloved America. A Greek statuary once
proposcd to cut Mount Athos into the image of.an im-
mortal hero. But lct us erect to our Amres, a moral
monument mere splendid than Mount Athes.  Let us
form the sacred 1mage of his ardent and diffusive spirit
ot Leuevolence and patriotism in our own bosoms. In
fine, let the language of every man’s heart, who loves
his country, be that of the immortalDeliverer of Sweden.

‘“ Here I take my ctand,

¢ Here, on the brink, the very verge of Liberty ;

‘¢ Although contention rise upon the ciouds,

¢ Mix carth with heaven, and roll the ruin onwards,
““ Here will I fix, and breast me to the shock,

< Till I, or Demnark fall.”

TrrATUM.~Page 8, line 11 from bottom, for bosis read bases.



