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T HE aulpicious and eventful dav,which now we cel-
ebrate, commenced not, like the prefent, amid{t halcy-
on {cenes of tranquility, when the dove repoicd on the
olive branch, and lute of the thepherd traniported the
liftening villager., But though it was announced by the
clarion’s martial voice, t+ e deep founding drum, and was
uttered from the cannon’smouth in the prefence of hol
ule and approaching armies, yet were Agnerican citizens
and {oldiers unappailed, TruflingintheAlmighty,asthe
Founder of nations, and great Arbitrator in the laft ap-
peal of canfliéting holts, they refounded American Inde-
pendence, and with dauntlefs courage, bad defiance to
Britain’s thunder, and to the fhafts and tempefls of war,

It was at this eventful moment, that How g, indignant
at his flight from the batteries of Dorchefter, and re-
inforced by #he veteran legions of an obltinate and mif-
guided monarch, lighted on your thores, unfurled the
banners of defpotifm, threatcned, flattered, and waged
cruel warfare.  The Jfles onyour coalis felt the im-
preflion.  York Cuy fell, New. f{7/fv was invaded, was
over-run. A cloud gathered m ihie welternhorizon
Ticonderoga was overwhelmed; Aibany tcmbled.
The hoftile invaders extend to the fouth. Tie Caro-
linasy Pennfylvania, Georgiay, und Vi ginea, are deiuged in
blood, are wafted with fire, fword, and rapine.  But
vain are their vittories.  Checked by Hujlangion in the
Jerfeys, vanquifhed by American valour at Saratoga,
dorced from the fonth, by Momkrie, Moraan, and G een,
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the Britifh Lion crouches, the deftined conqueror of Se-
ringapatugsyand hislegions, yield to America’s illuftrious
Lhtef, and to her Allies.

BuTt what are the rewards for the toils {uftained,
privations endured, and blood and treafures expended,
in thisarduous confiil? Asthe mecd of viftory, we this
day recognize American Indcpendence. Asthe reward
of Toils and Privations, lo! we are unfhackled from

Jritain’s wars, from Furope’s wayward politicks.  And
in our Federal Conftitution, as the bond of our union,
palladium of our rights, anchor of our Liberties, and
pledge of future profperity, we receive the boon con-
ferred on us by the blood of a Warren, Montgomery.
and an hoft of fallen heroes !

Burasateft of the importance of this Independence,
cfﬁciency of this Conflitution, and as evincive of the tal-
ents and integrity of thofe who have exercifed the high-
eft powers which it confers, we fhall recognize, in a few
con{picuous inftances, the enhancing profperity of our
country under their foftering patronage.

WEeRE we here to glance only on a fingle particuiar,
how manifeft would be the improvement of our condi-
ion. Contemplate, if you will, American commerce,
Priorto the revolution, itwas reftrifted to Great-Britain
and her territories. But now, all Europe folicits her
intercourfe.  Africa offers her gold duft and ivory.
The fouth feas prupofe their [picy produ@ions, Canton
is her refort. The Indies are explored by her. Even
the defolate iflands of the vaft Pacifick, pay to her their
ample tribute.  But what furpafles aftonithment itlelf,
and which perhaps pofterity will yet regard as the

taie of romance, is, that amidft all this extended inter-
courfe, effeéted in fo few years, England and her col-
onies, {o far from being deferted by our fhipping, are be-
come more our maré than when connefled wath them.

Tue effelts of this extenfion of commerce afe pre-
ctfely what might be expefted. They have roufed the
encrgies of our hafbandmen. The forefts have re-echo.
cd with the found of the axe. The ploughthare has tarn-
cid up the virgin {oil, and militens of acres of new lands
have an mm;w added their luxurient crops o thole of
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each preceding vear. Comm-eree and agricultore thus
expanded,ncceflarily have propelicd the ratio of popn.
Jation. It 1s gﬂnerallv and credibly fuppoled. that the
nnmber of inhabitants in thefe flares was hout Three
Millions, both at the beginrtirg and end of the revolu-
tinnary war, The ratio ol increafe. when rotinterrop.
ted by the waties vl war, hac heen ftated ac doubling
our numbers once 1o iwentv three years. Butitisnow
with much prohability fuppnfed. that the laft twenty
and one years have multiplicd us fiom #ivee to [r
millions of people.  The tmpulle of thefe augmenting
numbers we cxperience on our eaftern frontier. in
the transformation of village< into cities.  But in the
weft, the forefts themfelves give Birth to fovereian
riates, and have added Verment, Kentucky, Tenneffre,
and Ohio, to the renowmned Thiriren.

BuTt woyld you duly eftimate the enhanced profpe-
rity of thefe fates, you fhould contemplate their con.
dition when hoftilities ceafed— when the balmy founds
of peace hufhed, in this war worn land, the difcordant
noife of battle—when your citizens, from the toils of
the camp, with well-earned laurels of vittory, return-
ed to the fweets of domeflic fehcnv or remrned,
with honourable fears, from exile and capiivity, to thc
endearments of long feparated Iriendfhip—-what wa
then the conditon of this land? An immenfe debt
hung over it, publick credit was on the verge of an-
nihilation, private fortunes were much impoverifhed,
many families from aflluence, reduced to real want,
tarough means of a depreciated currency.  An excef-
five importation of foreign merchandize, nuncontrolled
by American exportarion, but enhanced th~ growing
calamity. The veteran patior, wearied in viftory, or
worn out with toil, inds, on his return. hichaimletin ath.
s, or hisfruitfol farm becoine a wildernels; and to com-
plele bis fuflerings, his fcanty wiges Jong in arrears, 1e-
main unpaid. The revenucsare unprodudhive, and the
government feeble and rovccring Amidli throvortex of
ils, and from thgfc qm( kiands of [ bl wnd privatg
diftrefs, the Federal Conflire > pivevidennaliy fpravg up,
The great Wasuineios Byibe unavimeus volce of hys
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fellow-citizens, was called to the helm of the States.
Aided by wife and able politicians, the true interefts of
the unton were delcried ; and, happily for America,
the priscipal part of the publick debt was met by per-
et funds. It is, however, matter of deep regret,
that 1o huttoe many inltances, and in this ftare in par-
ticular, the honourable afferters of American Rights
have remained unrecompeniced by that country which
owcs 1ts independence to their valour difplayed upon
the teinted held. Bat though in thefe 1nftances the
wifdom and refources of government were inadequate
to obviate difficulties or to control adverle circam-
ﬁ;ncm, yet to the profound meafures of the Wa/hing-
ton:an adminiftration was owing, 1n a very great de-
gree, the bappy change from poverty tw opulence,
which foon pervade every ftate. An energetick
governmeznt,producing a refurreftion of publick credit,
commanded univerfal confidence, rouled individual
exertion, and in the fuccefs of thefe exertions, gave
ftability to private credit. This nmproving condition
of the union being then met by the difaftrous wars of
Europe, a new fic Id opened, and unufual refources of-
fered themfelves to Amnerican commerce. The world
itfelf became their emporium, and the wealth of the
nations was flowing into their coffers. The jealouly
of Great-Britain, and rapacity of France, were then
awaked up.  Our maritime defence was not even 1n
embrvo ; with impunity, therefore, were the proper-
iies of ourciiizens plundered, the fources of our rev-
enues diminithed ; and infulted were the Aonour and
independence of our country and govermment.  The
wrath of Americans was kindled, indignation burned
in every brealt.  An wfanule navy was created, and
defenfive mealures were reforted to. But prudence
{ugoefted the uportance of neutrality. It recommend-
ed remonftrance ; and remonftrance terminated 1n
smicable treary, which fecured, and recovered to us,
much wore than fuccefstul hoftilities could pollibly
have ootaied. |

Tus prefent s douabtlels a period more proper o
fcrutinize the expediency of temporizing at fuch a
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crifis, than was the moment when tele tonfiltines
occurred.  ‘Then patlion and conjetture beclowded
reafon’s eve : Butume (hould now have lullcd paflion
INto candour, and fails thould lead the di'paflicnate
mind to unerring decifion. For faéts, loud 2::d ftub-
born, proclaim the fagacitv of that policy which, whilft
it averted the horrors of unequal warfare. foftered the
pecuniary interefts of ftates, then but emerging fmm
revolutionary embarraflment.  Thefe falts spprar
the indubitable evidences of the accumuloted w r_dlth
of our citizens. Turn your eves wherefoever you
wiil, and you behold them, not {o much indecd in 1he
{plendour of buildings, glitter of equipage. coftlinefs
of furmture, or richnels of ap?\arelm—but vou behold
them in the muliiplied flocks dnd nerds. and Juxurient
crops of independent land holders ; in the ravies and
ftore-houfes of our mercantile community; in the
opulent capita]s of our numerous banks and infurance
companies ; in the vaft fums annually 2and profitably
expended in turnpike roads, publick bridges, 2nd pro-
duflive canals ; in the diminution of cur publick
debt, and in the prolitick revenuesarifirg froma lu-
crative commerce,

Anp thele fafls, thus fubftantiating the wifdom of
the firft Prefidency, appear to have operated convifion
in the prefent.  This we infer from the late Levifiona
tranfattions. Frefh in the memories of this aflembly
is the recent inftance of Spanith aggreflion, when our
night of depofit at New-Orleans was openly violzted,
the navigation of the Miffifip pl obftruéted, our weftern
fellow-citizens precluded f{rom commercial inter-
courfe, and when the infidious machinatiors of Bon-
aparte threatened the repofc and fafety of the union.
Then was roufed the fpirit of Americans. The Eeft
and the Weft, the North and the Scuth, participated in
the general emotion. The cry of war ! war ! refound-
ed from Kentucly to the Capz'tul. from the Cnltm* to the
Ocean. It was urged that 5875 eflentially importan:
founded in nature, and folemnl\ ratibed by treat V,
were, without provocaiion, opcnl), injurioufly, and
wantonly violated ; that we had a right, and were
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competent to 1edre’s our wrongs; that our infulted
Lonour demanded the atonement of re(aliating force;
and finally, that defav. by transfeniing the decifion of
our ciaims from the fecine Spaniard to the fubtle and
potent Corfican, might torever wret from us the op-
portunity of redrefls.  Put on the other hand it was
confidercd, that war, however plaufible in profpeét,
is often uncertain in iffue ; that however fuccefsful, it
is il an evil pregnant with calamity ; that hoftilities,
at that moraentous crifis, when the two mighty com-
petitors for univerfal empire, were about to aftonifh the
world with unexampled conflift, might have long em-
broiled us in European war{are ; that our ftrength, if
nurtured by peace, bad fair to become gigantick ; yet
was then, but as that of the beardlels ftripling ; and
finally, that our honour remained untarnithed until
remonftrance thould fail, becaufe the ufages of able
ftatefmen, of the illumined WassiNcTON, and of all
civilized nations, had eftablifhed the interpofition of
negociation before the fanguinary appeal to the
{fword. But negociation is anticipated ; the Miflifippi
expedition is dilembarked and abandoned ; Livingflon
from the brow of Munro, bears away the laurels of
treaty ; whilll in the revenues nurtured by the firft
Prcfident, the exifting government finds the millions
which purchafe Louifiana, and which from our wef-
teru fronticr, happily avert that fraternal embrace,
whofe touch crufhed the iiberties of Switzerland, and
impoverithed the High and Mighty States of Holland.

Burt when we thus contewplate, on the one hand,
the unexampled profperity of our country, and when,
on the other, we perceive the expanfton of our poffef-
i1ons far into {outhern climes; when we behold them
range the fhores of the Mexican Gulph, embrace the
majeftic Miflifippi, alcend the rapid Miffouri, join lim-
its with New-Mexico, and unite the {ugar-cane to the
rich and varied proda&lions of our fertie fields ; when
our enlarged pofleflions promife mines, rich as Potofi,
and add New-Orleaans to our rities,and Louifiana to our
terrntoriet ; then how are weled to anticinate fuiurity !
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SeaTep on the higheft fummit of Allegany. we fur-
vey on the North the Bourbon's devious coutle; on
the South ilie Miflifippi’s broad fireams. The Wit
prefents the Oregon, whofe waters, with the beams of
the fetting fun, ars fubmerged in the waves of the Pa-
cifick. Before us lie alfo the broad furface of the
land locked feas ; the Ontario, the Erie, Hurow,
Michigan, and Superior. On their margins, where
once the Mammoth had flaked his thirfl, or the Indian
hunter had lurked for the timid decr, cities {pring
into exiftence, and on their waters are borne the en.
riching commodities of commerce. The hum of men
pervades hills and vallies; hamlets and villages be-
{pread the plains. Vanithed are the impeivious forefts.
The fheep, cow, and generous horfe, on the verdant
lawns, fucceed to the bear, wolf, and tiger of the wil-
dernefs. Arts, fcience, and manufaltures, diffule a-
round their falutary influence ; whilft the ¢ church-
going bell” announces a people favoured of heaven,
and invited to the houfe of God. W ith anticipations
thus creative, we hail the United States ; we congratu-
late her on her numberlefs, added millions of weitern
citizens, all fpeaking one language, cemented by one
intereft, and urited in peace and felicity, under oue
general and happy government.

But who amongft us, after all, perceives not this
anticipated portraiture, however yrchable ordefirable,
to be ftitl in gart but fancy’s airy flight 7 For though
a population thus vaft may at fome future pericd hll
with 1ts countlefs millions thefe imment{e traéts of coun-
try, yet thofe mijlions we contemnplate as not 1o be pro-
duced in the fame ratio as our now exitting miliions
were; for luxury, that known enemy of population,
like a flood rulhes in upon us.  And as our numbers
multiply this very increafe, in proportion to its magui-
tude, muft unavoidably produce augmenting obftruc-
tions v a further increale. “I'his perbaps may appear
paradoxical; bat ali ambiguity will vamfh, when it is
recolletled, that diminithed means of fubfillence 214
tucrealed difeafes are the legiimate oilsprirg i a
crowded population.

B



5
Our geographical furface, exclufive of Louifiana,
is about one million of {quare miles. Our white in-
babitants are probably thort of five millions. Bata
populaiion equal 10 Conneélicut, would give us fifly
millions ; and ove equal to England and Wales, would
conter on us fwo hundred millions, fo that our prefent
population, exclufive of the late purchafe, is but.a
fortieth part of what it may yet become.  Should then
two, three, or more centuries elapfe in filling up the
vaft blanks in our territories, what affurances have
we that through all thofe periodq, we fhall re-
main one undivided people 7 That wars, foreign or
domeftic, fhall not dcioiate us? That a mxilxon of
flaves, fat augmenting, and increafed by a prefent
impolitic and viie importation, will not yet fhake ter-
itbly the peace cf the now flumbering South ? Or that
Louifiana fhall ot hereafter become to us a Rival,
great and powerful, {uftained by the arms of Frarce?
Inrerevces re{pefling the future, can be drawn
only from the palt and prefent; and fhould be fo
drawn, not fromw circumferibed and partial events and
views, but from views and events general and extend-
cd. if then we would take this jult and enlarged
vitw of appropriate events, we thould mark the rife,
the glory, and the decliue, of diftinguifhed nations of
tac Eattern heiatlphere.  Croffing for this purpofe the
Atlantic, paifing the pillars of Herculous, and penetra-
ting the Mediterranean, you, from the mouths of the
Nile, may pondcr LEgypt's fame of old, her viftories,
her oblivien. Along Afiick’s fhores you may glance
the withful eye, and remember that Hannibal and Car-
thage once wers there. Proceed Eaftward, and in
fcarch for great Ninevah and renowned Babylon,
convince yourlelf that ciues, the capitals of empires,
and excetling in magoitude all others, are obliterated
by the hand of time, and leave no ccrtain evidence ot
where once they ftood.  Return bw the ruins of famed
Troy, but tarty not o lament old Priam’s flaughtered
fons, to bedew the relicks of their fallen conquerors;
referve thy flowing tears. O Greece! Greece ! where
are thy boafted leertles, thy renowned rLawgivers,
thy Feroes, and thy Orators? O Athens! where aze
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thy fieets, and where thy Attick fires? Sparta. whe:e
thy veteran bands, and where thy valour > Curbed
by the Macedonian, fettered by Roman legiors, and
crufhed by Turkman defpotifm, O Greece ! thy fons
are flaves, thy daughters gone into captivity, and thou
remaineft but the {fad monument of degenerate great.
nefs. But where this haughty Macedonian, thofe rc.
fitlefs Romans, and thefle opprefﬁng Turks ? The
two former, their empires 2nd hofts mvincible, blotied
from the nations of the worild, have, through elapled
centuries, exifted only on the page of hiftory, and
there exifted to proclaimn the crimes of conguerors,
the mileries of the vanquifhed, and inftability of all
that bears on earth the name of man. Whilft the de-
crepit Turk, convulfed by infurreftion, trembles, as
the deftined prey of rapacious France or of Ruffian
ferocity. Are further admonitory events and faéls
needful ? Come, then, and con the banks of the Viftu-
i2, hear the plaints of difmembered Poland. Condofe
vith her, a ruined, patriot king, her flaughtered free-
inen, her brave, though vanquithed Kolcuifko; and
from ill-fated Warfaw, learn Suwarrow’s cruelty, and
the triple allied defpots’ infatiable ambition. Oppref-
fed Holland claims now your liftening ear. She
fought for Liberty. From France its tree fhe purcha-
{ed ; ihe planted it; it grew; but Oh! its leaves are
chains, its blofloms, poverty, and its fruit, deftruthion.
From Holland's humid vapours, and from the dclete-
rious effluvia of her Voltarian Upas Tree. we now al-
cend ie inhale the balmy breeze of Gothard's Alpin
height. Buteven here, burdened 1s the air with fighs;
for at your feet is bleeding Switzerland. Oh'! once
famed, free, and happy npation! f{peak forth thy
wrongs; fay by whom infulted, and who have muy-
dered thy William Tells! Hear her impeach the fil-
ver-tongued Roilcau! He prefented infidelity’s illu-
five cap: Some amongft her fous they tafted and
were intoxicated. The pbilofopher of Ferney and
his apoftate aflociates beguiled them fi!l further from
reafon, knowledge, faith, and duty.  The Parifian in-
{anity came next in train. Bern and Zuanch were
alarmed ; the other cantons {lumbered.  Buat Frencn
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agents were vigilant; they gained the demagogues,
and gained Roffeau’s deluded votaries. Al was up-
roar, all divifion, and all a prey ; for loft to fame and
virtue Brune and his mock Frcach patrints have,
on ruined Switzerland, inflifted ills and wrongs too
vile to name.

But difgufted with the atrocities of repubiican
France, now expiating her offences under the iron
yoke "of an abfolute defpotiim, and leaving her
¢ bloody area” firewed with the corfes of her illuftri-
o1s fons, the murdered Enghein, bow-ftringed Piche-
gra, and perhaps immolated Moreau—we return to
Rhode-Ifland’s flill peaceful fhore. But here return-
ed, and in the prefence of thefe aflembied citizens,
what conclufions from Europe’s proftrate liberties
{ha‘l we now infer ?

‘Ture bafe thought we {purn, that American free-
men, like degenerate Parifians, would kifs the hand
the cruthed them: Or that, while their chains were
faft riveting, they would be confoled by the amufe-
ments of the play-houfe, the ball-room, or the puppet
fhew. Neither do we contemplate the expnolure of
our free-born ftates to exterior violence as equal to
that of Switzerland or of regenerated Poland. The
Jatter had no ftrong barriers, and the former’s cloud-
capt Alps were unequal to our fathomlefs and wide-
foread Atlantic. And on which barrier, in a day of war
or daiger; thouid we poflefs that naval force which our
commerce may demand, and would fupport, then, under
the bleffings of Divine Provxdence,wnd in co-operation
with a numerous and formidable militia, our Truxtons,
Decatore, and other heroes, may bid defiance to Eu-
rope’s threatening bhofts.

Our dangersare not however to be apprehended fo
miuch from abroad as from, and within ourfelves ; for
our moft formidable enemy is difunion, Bre"ak the
federative bond that conftitutes us a nation, {con we
fhall huve ¢pemies on every hand.  Each fltate wi'l
hecome a rival. The larger wiil devour the fmalier.
The powere of Furope will play one ftate off againit
anuthev, ured the whole become at length their heln.
els prev. And then thefe rutned ftates, like burope’s
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divided and defiroyed repnbiicic wiii have tno ’a'c to
mourn thofe broils that lofi them more than tlolland,
Poland, Switzerland, or Gieecey had cver 1n their
power to loofe. If then iz [on s our worft foe, how
fhould we deplore whatever gives birih to, or fofter:
it!  Why fhould the words Frderai .od Republicon, be
the rallying pomnts for difcord aincaglt American ciu-
zens and brethren ? when both appellations are ahke
conftitutional; when conitituiicnally explained, they
are nearly fvnommnus and when dutv. honour, and
intereft, demand of every honefl man amongﬂ us to
bear the appellation, a Frdeval Republican.

Qur beloved Wa/hington. in his valedifiory, laments
the invidious diftinttions of ¢* Northern and Southern”
ftates; ¢ Aljantic and Weftern.” And how often have
we experienced another fource of growing dilcords,
in the jealoufies of the farmer againit the merchant,
and of the country againft the feaports.  But would a
war betwixt the hands and the feet, or the right hand
and the left, be more prepofterous or ruinous, than
are thefe execrable animofitics betwixt the feveral
parts of one great whole ? where there exifts fuch a
reciprocal intercourfe of commerce and mutuality of
dependence and interefts, that no ome member ‘can
fuffer but atthe expence and m;zmy of the whole body.
It is then as manifeft as if written in fun beams, that
our contentions arife not fo much from real caufes
of complaint as fromn our ignorance, our ambition,
our mercenary paflions, 1n one word, fiom a vicious
defire of the honours and emoluments of effice.

Tue genius of our governments alfo, neceflarily,
but innocently, contributes to the growth of ftrifes a.
mongft us. For that freedom of thought, fpeech, and
attion, which republican inflitutions guarantee, una-
voidably produces diffentions which, in fuch a com-
munity, grow up as weeds in 2 luxuriant foil.  And
whilft it is the infirmit v cf this beft form of govern-
ments thus to accelerate cortroverfies and divifions,

.‘?,:"

v

fo this formitfelf and its adminftrators, like every thing .

elfe kuman, are liable to mntation, perverfion, and to
errors lealt to be expetled.
Bur wifhing to avert cach threatening 1!l and heal
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the widening breach, we ofer expedients to each friend
of peace and advocate for harmonv.  But what will
expedients avail, if a general diffufion of knowledge
he wantiag? Monarchies may exilt peaceably and fe-
cerelvamidft gereral ignorance; bat gemeral ignorance
js death to ro pi slicks.  IF this then is 2 trutih, which
no man among® us will d=ny, can there be too much
done to illuminate car numerous rifing vomh, in a
community the moft popular and repub!:can in all its
features of uay of the fame magnitude that ever exil.
ted on the face of this globe ? We, as a nation, are onz
reprefentatve republic ; as ftates, are feventeen fuch
republicks; and this number mafll increafe. Eack
flate or "“puah{‘ of thefe feventeei, is conftituted of
g muititude of ditin& democracies, called towns.
And how great their number, may be inferred from
this republick whcn, though one of the fmalleft in the
union, yet contains thirty fuch democracies. Thele
things confiderzd, Mhould convince us, that {ound nol-
icy, du_ty, intereft, neceffity, with one united voice, de-
mand of our general government, of our ftate-legifla-
tures,and of all our citizens affembledin town-meetings,
a prompt and adeqnate fupport of publick inftitutions
competent to the due inftruttion of American youth. *
As an effential aid to our civii interefts and political
inflitations, Religion now offersitlelf. A pation whol-
iv atheiftical, never had a bzing.  France, in her in-
{anity, approached perhaps the nearelt to it of any oth-
er: Butalas! the guillotine brought her 10 more {ober
thinking. Religion is one in nature and effence. It
is diverfe in =& to degrees and difpenfations. Nat-
ural religion all nations have e enjoyed, In greater or
imaller portions.  The religion of the Old Teltament,
tho igh Incated, yet blefled wniiades of pwr,!e be»
fida the Jews.  But the difbentetion of the New-Te
tament 1s neither confined to one nation, nor fmccd
upon aay pzople. Itiendersiis benigninfluence to ail
who wiil accentit. Wherever received and cherithed
the hezaveulv vifitant abides; and to the confhiuted
civil authortes 1mparis effential aldQ, gives validny
to an oathy fhability to moral principle, takes cogni-

* Sce note (/1)
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zance of crimes which illude human laws and magil-
trates, reforms the vicious, exiibits luminous exam-
ples of piety and virtee, enjuins due reverence to civil
laws and rulers, heals divifions by authoritatively en-
juining brotherly love and‘(be forgivenels of injuri.cs,
and to all this adds the fpecial bleflings of Divine
Providence, without which ail other dependencies
and aids b2=come aboriive. But whiift the fervices of
the Chriftian religion a:e thus tendered, let none {up-
pole that reiigious eftablithments are lolicited. Thefe
we deem pernicious. All we demand is protection.
Preferve from perfecutior, and raligivn tous protec-
ted, but not meddled with, wii fufiain itelf, and be-
come Society’s moit fubftanua! pillar.

Love of Country mekes vow a proffer ol its fervices.
This affociate of knowicdge and viriue confifts in at-
tachment o {oil, inhabitants, language, becoming man-
ners and cuftoms, religion, rulers, laws, and conltitu-
tion. It exifls in thofe who poffefs it, as their birth-
right, confcrred on them by the land of their nativity
Or Fidelity creates 1t 1n us to that country which, de-
liberately, we have preferred to all othess, und which
country, with expaufive bofom, bath adopied vs a-
monglt her fons. But love of country, if it thould he
ardent and vigorous, In proportion 1% the maguituds
and importance of its objets, then who fhould feej its
energics in force greater than American ciiizens? If
ftrong, flill 1t thould be jult; we thould duly refpcer
the rights and well-being of other nations, noi {veking
unjultly to eftabiifh ours on the ruin of theirs. Butin
this refpeét our errors have been againft ourfelves; we
have efteemed others too much, and ourfelves tso ist-
tle. Vile adulation has been offered to a government,
whofe only popular branch is degenerated tnto place-
men and penfioners ; whole parliament, through mears
of mercenary borough members has lof its onee noble
independence. And a ftill wore fervile Lomaze has
been paid to the pernicious iunflitutions and folhes of
revolutionary maniacks. Whillt in thele days of dif
cord, but too few ftood with the fteadfalt ¥ hirgton,
1 duly appreciating their better inflituiions, and in
hrmly refifling the machinations of an iauiguing G«



;wf"and, Mlle yrand.  Bat whilit we thas vield the
“. pato o iﬂﬁ U‘hﬁed States and their m'humom, we re-
-M-with:our fifter fate of “iaflachoifeus, and with

afghe fage patrions who devifed our well adjul
ted uonﬂuunun, (b) that imperious chzﬁty which
opened a contlitutional door for the reprefentatives of
flaves into our national councils and legiflature. Nor
can we forlear de zploring thole ftretches of power, re-
catzd irnovations, aad bitternefs of feuds, which, in
fome of our fouthern and middie {tates, have in {fome
degree beclouded ihe riling glories of Republican
communitics.

Bur feeking the promotion of the beft interefts of
the only Independent Republicks now exilting on the
face of tlie whole earth—we afk what will perpetuate
their freedom beyond the duavability of the fallen [iver-
ties of the Ealt 7 What turther amend the Federative
bond by conftitutionally transferring three feore fuffra-
ges from the Carolinian tyrannizing over an hundred
Jlaves 2 W hat obliterate all undue attachment to Ea-
rope’s policy ? What fubjugate all hearts to each autho-
rity lawfully and conflitutionally appointed? What ref-
tore the endearing intercourfe of fricndthips mar-
red by ftrifes for power and oflice ? What realize in all
its paris, that anticipated portraitare of American glory,
which transfules througli all our territories, and from
Louifana’s fonth eaftern bourn to the margin of the
weflern deep, 1ts innwmerable millions of united free-
men? And what, under the blelling of Divine Provi-
dence, tran{mit untmipaired. to unborn ages, that Lib-
erty, thole Rights, and this Independence, for which
unitediy, you together fought, bled, and conquered?
'T'he aonfwer 1s, thefe can be effetted only by that illu-
rined, virtuous Love of f’ounmy, which fhall transform
anu confolidate us into vac pecple ; into Federaly Repub-
licany, Indcscndgent Anivricans,

(a) It is rot here meant that publick inftitutions fhould fupercede thofe of
a prwatc nature, but that the {urmer thould fupply the luck of the latter. Nei-

is it forgotten, that m. my towns aud fome ftutes have made ample provifion
for the education of cheir reipc&ive youth,

(6) This claule, aud a fow others, are added fince delivery.



