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At a meeting of the Officers of the 2d Brigade of the
Militia of the District of Columbia, residisg in
Alexandria :

Resolved unanimously, That their thanks be presented to the Rev.
William H Wiimer, for the handsorae and appropriate scrmon de-
livered at ther request in St. Paul’s Chur:h, on the fourth of Tsly ;
and that Mc. Wilmer be respectfully requested to furnish a cory
for publication,

By Order
ALEXANDER HUNTER, Adjutant,



DEUTERONOMY, xx11, 7 to 11,

“ Remember the days of old, consider the years of
“ many generations : ask thy father and he will
“shew thee, thy elders and they will teli thee,
“qvhen the Most High divided to the nations their
“inheritance, when he set the bounds of the fiece
« file cccording 1o the number of the children of
¢« Ierael. For the Lerd’s frorticn is his peofile :
“ Jucob is the lot of his inkeritance : he jound
“ fim in a desert landy and in the wete, howling
& wildernces ; he led him about, heinstructed him,
“ he kept him as the cpple of his eye.”

These are the words of Moses, addressed to the Is-
raclites, after having passed over Jordan. Many of
those who had been personally engaged in those scenes
»{ difficulty and danger, recounted by him, were yet
itving, and could testify in what manner the Lerd had
brought them forth, with a high hand and a stretched
out arm. “ When the Most High divided to the na-
tions their inheritance,” assizming the land of Africa
to Ham, Europe to Shem, and Asia to Japhet, ¢ hc set
~..¢ bounds to the prople according to the number of
the children of Israel,” thereby (perhaps) manifesting
his disapprobation of schemes of aggrandizement and
onquest « For the Lord’s portion 1s his people,
and Jacobis the lot of his Inheritance ;> implying that
as good people take the Lord for their portion, so he
tukes them for his, and presides over their destiny.—
« He found hiin,” that is, Jacob and his dcscendants,
¢« in a desert Jand, and in the waste howling wilderncss;
he led him about,” forty years, ¢ iic instructed him,”
m the law, ¢ and kept him as the apple of his eye.””—
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Nothing can exceed the force and delicacy of this ex-
~-~ssion.  As deeply concerned, and as carcfully at-
wentive as man is for the safety of his eye, so was God
for the protection of his people.

“ Remember” therefore, said Moses, those days of
old, and deserve by your future lives, the great bless-
ings which are procured for you, by so singnal amer-
cy aud Interposition.

I feel warranted in instituting a paralicl between the
Israelites and these American states ; and shail apply
our text to the occasion which now demands our at-
tention. I appear before you my brethren, nct as the
champion of a party, but as a minister of the great and
holy God ; and cfliciating on this cccasion, in yourbehalf
at the altar, I hope to escape the guilt of mingling sul-
piur with that sacred incense, which should arise be-
forc the King of nations. 1 must therefore, beg the
induleence of all parties, if I preserve a neutrality up-
11 those topics which unhappily too much irritate and .
inione the public mind.  And this my firm determi-
hation io endeavor to do so, will T hope, screen me
from anv imputation, should I unwittingly express a
sentment which may seem to contravene the notions
of ¢ither.

I'se request which you have conc me the honor to
-nake. that I should fireach before you on the present
necasion, affords me grounds cf encouragement in the
hope which it suggests, that a religious, and not a po-
litical celebration of the events which this day com-
memorates, is.required. 1 may say tberefore with
Moses, ¢ Ye stand this day all of vou, before the Lord
thy (God 5 vour captains of your tribes, your elders and
vour ()iﬂcei‘s, with the men of Isracl, that thou shouldest
enter into covenant with the Lord thy God, and into
his oath, which the Lord thy God maketh with thee
this duy : that he may estabiish thee this day for a peo-
pie unto himself, as he hath sworn unto thy fathers, to
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Abraham, Isaac, and Jacebh., ¢ Pemcmi,er the days
of old, and the vears of many generations,” &c. &c

The use which I intend to mal“, of th(:bt words In
apohlcation to our own ¢ase, 1s,

. To make a short veierence to the sienal fuvors
which we have received as a pation from God, and 1o the
present state of our country; as aiGing us 1n both
yiews,

ondly. To suoeest the duties which tiie obligations
thus considered de maud.

I. Two hundred years have alrcady elepsed since
cur forefathers landed at Jamestown in Virginia. and
Luid the foundation for the future greatness of this ex-
tensive scction of country. ¢ I'he mighty bicss-
ings of cviitzation and christianity, witi: the sun poer--

;.;a;cd a wostern course, till thev Lad reached the ut-
mnctverpe, the Ultima Thule ol vhe old world.” Long

t

¢id they tlumine that ancient land whiic thev shone in
noontide alory there, until . time ordained of God,
when our fathel’s should cross the vast occan.  They
brought the Bible, the blessed charter of their saiva-
‘ion s and with it, the rudiments of science ana learn-

-ag; dispeliing the long, long night of duvicuess, in
wiich these American regions had been involved, and
Iaving the foundation of « new xra in the annuls ot the
worldy and in the gospel progress onwards towards the
sciting sun. A radiant morn of light and happiness
then dawned upon this benighted land, yielding the
joyous earncst of a future resplendent duy. Ihat dav,
was Liewever, overcust ; the morning. Inoured and our
sun was hid in clouds. History iecords the whnost in-
credible sufferings of our fathers in the wilderness :
cxposcd to the distresses of theiv first sc ttlemont, and
to the fury and barburity of savages; and afierwards,
to a more powcerful and equally implacable enemyv, wiio
urged on these savages to fay waste our trontiers. und
to catry terrory and often desolatton o the heart of
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cur popuiation. \We had well nigh been extirpated,
before we had taken reot in the soil.  But blessed be
God, ¢ he led us and protected us, in this desert and
waste howling wilderness. He kept us as the apple
of his eye.” He had designs in our favzr, sthich no
human power could frustrate. In 1762, peace once
more smiled, and poured its abundant blessings upon
uor country.

But this again, like the usual tranquility of this
world, was short and deceitfiai. We were doomed yet
to suffer the horrors of another, and more unnatural
conflict. The hands of brothers, were tc be imbrued
zn brother’s blood.

The infatuated policy of the then ministry of Eng-
Jand, sacrificed to a false dlgmty arLd unworthy supre-
macy, the true interests and prosperity of the nation ;=
not remembering that trrc dignity was to rule free-
men and not slaves, and truc supremacy te excel
in doing good. It was rescrved for America to tcach
the woz'h that something was due to the native dig-
nity and liberty of man. She raised her voice, ﬁxst,
in the language of suppliant and dutiful petitions
but when this was not heard, she raised it to a higher
ncte—she poured it forth in the thunder of her arms,
She fought—she conquered—and was free.

It will not comport Wlth the design and Iimits of this
discourse, to enterinto the details of that arduous str ugre
gic, which terminated in our independence, Nor is n
nccessary.  They have often been recited hefore you,
and are engraven on your memory. ¢ Cur fathers and
elders”’—the heroes of our revolution, wha sustained
the shock, and participated in the hardships and glory
of those great atchievements can testify.  Histery re-
cords, and will transmit to future ages, the glmxous
events of that period, and the names ‘of those illustri-
ous worthics who shed their blood upon the national

altar, for the nations weal.
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All that belongs t¢ my department upon this occa-
sion, 1s to ascribe those great blessines to their right-
ful cause. « If it had not been the Lord who was on
our side, well may Isracl say: if it had not becn the
Lord who was on our side when men rosc up aguinst
us; then they had swallowed us up quick, when their
wrath was kindled against us.”” A handf{ul of men,
unfed, anclothed and undisciplined, triumphed over
disciplined legions, veterans in service, and command-
ed by skill and valour. But their causc was just, and
was therefore the cause of heaven. The arm of Jeho-
vah fought for us. He raised up a Waushington, the
pride and bulwark of our nation—(Q memory, why

tarts the involuntary tear?)—He raised up a Wash-
=ington. He put his spirit and his shield upon him.—
" He appoinied him our ieader: and he like unother Jo-
shua, led our victorious Israel to the land of promise.
« Happy wert thou O Isracl. Who is like unto thec
O people, saved by the Lord, the shicld of thy help,
and the sword of thy exeellency ! thine encmics were
found liars unto thee, and thou didst tread upon their
high places.”’*

Innumerable and inestimable are the blessings into
whick we were intreduced by our independence. LEn-
joying an unrivalled constitution, securing to us every
civil aind religious privilege ; possessing a lana sufhici-
ently wide in extent, and fertile in character; fur rc-
moved, by our local position, from the theatre upon
which the infuriated passions of man have so long dis-
played the direful tragedies of war, we wantced onlv '
virtuous and thankful use of those favors which wc al-
ready enjoyed.

But “ of the rock that begat us, we were unm:nd-
fal, and have lightly esteemed the rock of our salva-
tion.”’t  Of us it may be said, as was prophesied by
Moscs, of Isracl; ¢ when I shall have brought them

* Dcutcronomy xxwii 29. 1 Deuteronomy xxxii 18,
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into aland flowing with milk and honey, and they shall
have eaten and hlled themselves, and waxen fat, then
will they turn them to other Gods, and serve them
and provoke me, and break my coverant.”* The Lord
Lus therefore a controversy with nis people. The

sword is again unsheathed. We hear the din of arms,
and the alarmof war. Reports of garments rolled in
blood—of fire, rapine and devastation, float on every
breeze. The Aimighty has weighed the nativns in a
balance, and found them wanting. He abandons them,
thercfore, to the rage of ungoverned pussions, he suf-
ters them for their sins, to be broken to pieces as a
potter’s vesse] : and we are doomed to share in the
general collision. 'When we maintain that the sins of

nations are the ingredients which compose and gene-¥

rate this elemental strife, and drive them into the vor-

tex of war, we deslqn merely to vindicate the ways of
Providence.  That God rules among the inhabitants
of the eurth, as well as among the armies ot heaven,
determining and directing the events of peace and war,
and all those circumstances which lead on to the des-
tinles of nations, 1s a doctrine <learly revealed in the
scriptures, and conformable to the clearest dictates of
natural reason. The heathens themsclves, fully believed
3n this doctrine of a particular Providence, and had res-
pect to it 1a all their offerings and sacrifices, by which
they souzht to propitiate an offended Deity. ¢ If {he
Gods,” says Cicero, ¢ de not extend their care and in-
spection o human affairs, what piety, what holiness,
what religion will there be in the world ? 1f they can-
not, ot will not concern themselves with our necessi-
tics, o aid und succour us; if they take no notice of our
actions, what advantage is it to honour them, to build
temples, and to pray unto them > To these natural
sentiments of the human mind, reason adds her voice,
and revelation confirms it by irresistible cvidences

* Deutcronomy xxxi 0.

“wod g
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assuring us, that not only the great and striking events

v this world but even the most minute concerns of
mdmduals are not unworthy of the regard ard super-
intendance of Almighty God : that ¢ not 4 sparrow
falls to the ground without his notice, and that the ve-
ry hairs of our head are numbcered.”

It is certain therefore if God docs at all take
cognizance of human affairs, that the neglect of his
mercies, and counteracting his gracious dcugns are
offences grievous in his svrht and that to chastise na-
tiuns in order to their x'cformauon he sends them his
judgments. . The accumu'ations of vice, like the mi-
asma in the Atmiosphere require the purging tho’ the
tremendous visitations of the tornado.

“ While the judgments of Heaven therefore are

abroad, izt us learn righteousness,” and proceed

~ndly._ To suggest the duties which these obligas
tions demand.

« If there be a Ged, and that there is, all nature
cries dloud thro* all her works, then he must delight
in virtue,” an4d virteous nations must be his pccuh.u'
carc. Accnrdiro’y all sound legislators have taughtthat
the virtue of the veople is the onl) stavility of all gov-
ernments and the onl_v tine foundation for the securi-
zy oi soctal order und happiness. It follows therea
fore as an cssential dyty that we encuire how fur we

ldl\ldlld”'ﬁ and in our oflicial capacity have contribu-
ted to strengthen the virtue and morality of the nation,
or by our dapmwtv have concurred in loosening these
Yands of a nation’s prosperity and happiness, “ad in
Lringing down npen oar country the divine displeas
sure.

We call this a doy of juhi'ee, in every vear to re-
1oice before the Lord, and rveturn thavks for the bles-
sings of frecedoin. Remember the command given
Ly him to the Jews, in the like cases ; when they

caused the trampet of the jubilee to sound, they were

i



to locscn toe Foads of wiclednes. 1o proclwm liberiv
throngnout aii the lond, to all theinhobitants thereot'
ROt 1o oppres: one anotaer, bt io fear the Lord and to
do l.is sturties and keep Lis Juc en:ents; that the land
sheuld vield hoer fruity and they should eat their fill,
and dwell *}ve.cm in <afety.

If we would then rencder this day o proper tribute of
gratittde for the deliverance wo commmenorate, we
must denrecate onr formnar sing, und solomniy re-
nouncing ‘;hcm, plOmLSC to devate virselvesio tise sor-
vice of God ull the davs of cur Lyves.  As furas we do
this. we worth:ly celebrate this nationad iesvi‘.ul, aend
coniribuic cur part to the prosperiiy and happricas or
‘the nation.

But if any seerds of ambition, licentiousness, or re-
venre, are vei Jeit (o spring up i our hiearts, to cheek
those fruiss of peace and leve, which the gospel of
Christ would cherish there 5 1t we have brought to
this solen:n fesuval anv turbulent desires, aliy secret
views of fostcrmg Teriy spitil, oy Iust oof unjust
AnNInifg, ahv TUTPOECS of Srtere sin—Then ot us be

m-d thet we u,umcrf ork Sour own saivaimn both

>

as
i thigmw n..l ~ad the world 1o ('um“—-Lm'n cur cele-
bration of this Guy s obiy a merkery of o Aniichiy
C:'e;::.o:. |

If we come to God for a ')’v":-—'hw npnn G fenes
val affioes, 1t st bc fromm a coie worhor ol Ty
bappivessisderved from bt U -..'.'x P T P T
Chirpan 15 the besg Pairiot andl that the 1aan b -
holds the natesty and purity of religion best serves

his country.

The Yo<tory of tne world furnishes to us ooleing
2t wulninz lecsions vpen this subject. $AVhe
are now the pattens wid cmires of LMCORE Tenow
YWhere 15 the Jewish naven @ Whaere e Ass_\'l:::*:,
the Micodonian, the Greciany the Reman once
coo ool et d mnone manhan dy and ot whoce voire

he corronudino potte s oopeoled A T shey e
(S .
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fulten-lalien~fallci-nto that abyes of shame and mis-
¢ v where the Qilb%tﬁ of depurted empires stalk about
1 sad lamentation of their ful mer elory.  Their deso-

Vl-u

vton and rom iollowea ther (lcpt.zzuxc from the path
of virtie and Lonoar, aud of whatthey onse were, we
sw.:*ccly }':a cicmuininy thie suonumen: of therr rutns,
Thake war opg tien, G LY Country.  Be wise, Le
matructed v ';'i 5 American States ! et it be your
rlotious cor a1 which of vou shul stand forcmost
in g Eif,.:'al srovisions for ihie wdvancement of
efiodoi, \'.1:;.; e which saad ooz o ine heathen S'vrcs,
taere cor e no governmeni, no lecining, nohum, nity—
‘-'-'i‘iwuf which neither can the Lows be duly adininis-
tered, nor e civin dutics of lite fulfilied ; nor the male
ners of u pouple buproved, portheir huppiness sccured.
It we vould then be thought Putiiots indeed—11 we
would tran=mit to posterity the inveluable blessings of
freedom and virtue, let us labour by the rurity oi our
hearts and lives, by promoting a love and veneration
ive the sacred Institutions of religion, and by encour-
aging the pracice of 1ts salu tary precepis—to contri-
Tuie our parts tovards resuscitating the moral stamina,
ol our country, and restoring 1t 1o its pristine healih
and vigour, and thercdy to luy the enly truc loundation
for our future greatncess and prospering.*

i
f1

* Dhe follozeni g eilvact /u’r. Ceueral Waslingtii's circalar letter
fo !l Goveriors of il several statos is intivieedy as el on account of
vheintiinsic exzolfcinoe of ilesentimeits it c.iliins as also to rcfute the are
soition fiequenily ;'-‘p:d!c;/, tiil nutrcithstandi:r e receinilivas o oftei
wid w0 solepinly made by the asthor, of th: providive of Gody le qas yeb
veally nuta lidicver i divine revelation.

CChe froe cuitivation of ltters—the unbgundede tensicn of commercem—
« the prorrossive ,':'/'Z'u'll:cnt of reanncrs—tle gresomny 1.5bcra/i1.y of sentia
¢ mont——and ilive all, the pure and benign light of revelation, dawe
“fad amelioratizy ilucnce on mankindy aad incioased the Uessings of
“resirty.f
“Tnow malc il my caract prayer, that Ged would Lave you, and the
©oof 1*c 0":-r which yor preide.in his Loly pretection ; and ibat be <vould
Sandinc il loarls (ft,.. cwizoas to cultivale g spicitof surbordinatin, and
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Upon this occasion permit me to address you gen-
tleuien officers and privates, of the militia now assem-
bled. The rcquest you have been pleased to make
upon mie to dircct your meditaiions and devotions this
duy, demands the duty, while it encourages me to hope
that you will take in good part the word of e\hortatlen
whicha sensc of that duty compels me to offer.

A Soldier, above all men, should keep the fear of
the Lord always before his eyes, and ever maintain an
Interest in that precious scheme of salvation, which
Ged 1n much mercy has exhibited to fullen muan.

Filling so conspicuous and important a station he
owes it to the community tw sct a religious and usetul
example. Filling so perilous a station ke owes it 13'
himself to be prepared for all events. '

Religion while it adoriis, gives sccurity to the sold-
ler. With a serene countenance, the good man fa-
cce danger, where duty calls ; he bnllly follows un-
Guunted at death which can have no tercors but what
are derived from sin. For such an one knows tha:
¢vath can only take a life which is exposed to duily
seesurdy «nd that sooner or later is al! one,whea he s
at svace with the God of all peace.

1iis assurance is in the precious prowmiscs of thz
wiost Hligh who has declared that his ¢ hand will cover
the heall of the righteous in the day of battle ;7 Th bt

Y obedience to government, fo entertain a brotherly affe:tion and love  for oze

azvot hery for their fellow-citizens of the United S tdz‘:.r at large,and parii-

cularly for their brethren who bave fervcd in the field ; and fi nally, that

“ be wwouid most graciously be pleasedto dispose us all to do ,u:tuc—fo love

““ mercy—and to demean ourselves with that charity, Lumili: vy and pacijick
“tomper of mind awhich wvere the characteristicks of the divine author of

¢ our blessed rehigion, withbout a bumlble in:itation f whose exampie in
* ticse 1hings, we can newer bope to be a bappy nation.

‘I hawe the honour to be, with much esteem and j cspect, Sir,
Your exceblency’s most ebediont scrvant,
"7”'0- WASTINGTO ’V

HMead-Luartersy Newburgh, Fune, 18,1733
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he necd not be afraid for the arrow that flicth by day,
nor the sickness that destroy at noonday : And altho’.
1t should please the Almighiy dispeser of cvents te
remove hitn Ly the casuuldes of war, that he hath in
heaven a better wud nicre endaring suLstanu.-»-“ lifs

th“t Culinot bC ldl\(,“ Yy u) t

Si frectus illabatur or .:1>,
Liopavidum ferient reina . Hox.

YWho weuld furfeit thic consolutions of <uch a state
for ail the wid aniusements cof sin il foliy, whiche
leave «mn wretched ar tue tast? Who would ex-
change the calm and screne transuiilite of a conscience
at peace with 1ts God, aud ali neuniing, enjoving tsclf
In all the prospects of thie pust, prescai and to come—
a conscience sprizkled by the blood of Jesus, whose
voice in sweet uccents of music speuks peace unutter-
able? Who would exchangce this iov a state of gailg,
wiere doubts, uncertanticy, perpley ‘1:ics and continual
agitations, toss and trunsport thc sou, ull 1t resemblcs
the ocean, torn by comiicting temipests ¢

Above zl! things I iutreat you, Ict the uderable name
of Jechovali be kept sacred among you.  Glorified an-
gels full prostrate before it. The very devils thems
sclves, trun)lc at 1t. And shall worims of the carth,
dcpcnuent upon a pulse for every Lreaih of being, sur-
rou.cod with dungers iunumeradle ; marching forith
In the very shadow of ceath; to-day herc, und to-mor-
row in cternitv=—shall they care to bkspheme thut holy

name before which ali natare bows with adoratton and
awe !

Alas! when the great name of cur Crcator 1s be-
come thus fumiliar, aud proviteod to cvery coinmon

subject, what name shali we inveken the d u\ of dair-
gar! To what refuge shell we five amidst the viariaens
pressures of life £ To WHOSE THLECy shidl we it up
our eycs ik the hour ogdeath? Andinlowiuse bosein.

»
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cons:7n eur souls, w hen we launch fortiz into the .. 3z
precicts of cternity ?

Ouice more then, I bescech veu, renerate the h
name of God, and let the emmniscient and omnilrnn;,{*
attributes of his Godhead, awe vou Into veverence, lowe
and obediencc.

Relizion has never becn thought \'k(ﬂ"\(,cﬂ i a
soldier, by wise and geod men - There 12 2 majesty n
trus ve hw-on, which awes wick: dness itselt ; 120 I 7e
ercnce. Abashed 1t stands”” hike Milton’s s-xt«.a,
“ and sees ht)w awful goodiicss Is 5 sces und repines s
loss.”  Numerous aie the ex 'mp le savs Rollin 1!z
ceieony ated histo: lal), 0 pro.c +hat the most TJIOUS i)
have alweys been the gicatwt nerocs. Numerous ,1
striking, have been the exumples in the cubinet =
the ficid, of those who can p(,“cctl_x recorclic thL _.w:;;,
racter o5 the f'entle*‘:an, the statesman and the solds o
with umuwmd piciy to varas Gody and a I'C{J;ulur i
tendance of ail the pub'lc ordinances of 'ci'gi(»;;, S
tinz the glorious appellation of o chiistian ubove any
othcr d'e;actcl..‘nd not ashamced (o te publicly ko, "
«s a man of :eligicn and picty. ’

Permit rae then, to exbort veu, my {riends and f. 3-
low citizens—vou honoured with the marks of ve
country’s estecim—w caring the Ladees of its fuvorad ;o
chscam‘umtlo'w—%"mlt me 1o g\l ort vou Lo requ. i
chose honours by a relisious and useful life.  Laud -
bly cmulous to display upon this seraston, the pro :;.
of your taste and discipline, fuil not to adomn veu.-
sclves with a meckya pure and christ:an spirit which &
ithe sight of Godi s of great price.  Soldicrs tn ve.
country’s causc, fall not 1o fight under the bonners ¢ 1
that Divine S.vioar who dmd o procare for you w ¢
Iiverance tmm deativ and hell Panting to subrl e
your country’s focs, fail not to conquer the enc .,.V
of your heart’s peace. ¢ Greateris he that ruleth B's
spirity than he that taketh @ city ” Aanbitious te 'b-._-...
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v u"*""‘ i the neld of britde, cultivate the nouic
ag-Litton ot Ee .tm 1ing those w hi~h fade not away for-
ct . Lot

‘.

i it isnot pvzmw"d te atchicve great and
11 1strious exvlolis in the field of Dbaulc, and o have
their  cvlogl s procinimed with zcclamziiens of ap-
plause = for bt fow are destined trinmphal arches, ar.d
n; jonul pronessions, 1o COMMETO. -ate how nobly thay
£y 1rht and cmmu.td but to us all, a5 men and uase

ciristiuns; 1O X s all.inthl>s spirituad w arfa.c it 1s per-
B ted 1o wchieve predizles of valour. Qur Scyereiyn
tit: \.lh" t)* I‘,.‘. ',_ 1(.1. O hn a‘d a.,d TESLIICE, 10 ‘-hl-
5 ate s in this *h, contest.  In Lis swht theseeret

vi tories of the PIghicous, +he consjuest ox his Passichs
—he triumphs o relicion and VIrtue, possess more
lu tre; aye moe worthy to be wrilten down1n the cie
' books. and shall be published with more apm-u.:u
to assembled w crlds, tha nx all those great events: v mci
fil the pages of our history, to w hich poOIMpOUS mMeiil=
ny nts are crected, in orderto« tcrnizv tLeir remetil-
bt nee, and which ! (hea shall Lo consii Lred only w3
pﬂ write suabbles, the freit of human pride a.d nu-
wén pusiions. W hen the migaty monumet s ol o
we vld,y which boaste d a duration cotva ai witie time ateed
—yhen these shall want 2 menument to teil U,Lg 0i:(2
L 1 be ctim—when their 1y sevipiion shall be MG vat o3
whispered accei ye—1thit Y n.m.,u ot tiic u:uw 1 ne
5 —-the tene patiiot and hencector ol mankiide shail
L eeor renewing. [or himy tneeve Hiasting doors shall
be thrown wide s for him criumphal arcnes shull be
T‘-‘l-':'( q - for him palins of victery and crowns of glory

L‘

du e }m oo He shall enjoy o memerial 101
;‘,: tefal than tu Le embalmed fnou Lations tears.  His
et e adowtaless fime. Fho truupet of cternl'y

s-.};.u o ()\Lx.m Loorg s nnmest lin:its, and the unil-
vorse shell ackoo Sledge that o be 11uly greaty We

1»(' aly geaods
o A Vyaeenive of particular and superina
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tending providence, which we have cursorily discusss
ed, furnishes to us in the present crists of our'country,
a'zource of useful snd consolotarv’reflexions. It teach-
es ne the duty of sthm: tting ourscives with resignation,
to all the culamities which the rizhteous dispensations
of hcaven muy send upon us. By this I mean, that
behevmg as we profess to do, and us christiwity tcach-
es ns, that war rises not by chance, but is sent from
God to pinish us for our sins, we should patiently
wait. till in the ordinary course of events, and by the
operation of the lezitimate agency, He 1spleased to ex-
tricate us from our dithculties. Itis ught, and our
duty to nse all the lawiul and constitntional means, to
brmg about a state of things more agreeable to cur
Jud«vemen: nd feelings; but ie is alsn tl‘e duty of eve-
ry wood citizen and christian to yield obuuf'nce to
those authoritics which are legally constituted, scelng
¢ the powers that b2 are ordained of God.”

The view which rcason and revelation give vs of an
over-riling providence, shews us the Gracious Father
of the unwverse riding in the whirlwind, and drrecting
the storm, and emidst all the tremendsus n‘:\hxnery
of his (‘wwnsatlons, plannmq the vlthmate welfare of
his pecple.  Amidst all the foreboding fears which a
reflection ipon the present state of our affairs ekcites,
this view mukes * light to arise m durkness to the u
right”” In the preaent state of our country, and of the
world, therefnrey i we would act our part wisely, we
shall obtuin un interest in the favour of him who rides
in the whiiwind, and manages the storm. So that
wicther he arise in the majesty of his wrath to destroy,
Or dcsigns (0 Prescrve us os a bation, we may ndivid-
aally apply te ourselves the comfor: of the docuriue,
“ the Lord reigneth, let the isles rejoice.”

To conclude. |

The goodness of the Almighty, in support'ng the
inhabitents of these United States  through all the
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gloomy days of their pilgrimage in the wilderness,
and in conducting us to the posscssion of this goodly
Jand demands of us correspondent sentiments of grati-
tude and love. e look round us, and behold a coun-
try wide in extent, temperate in climate, exuberant in
soll, the seat of plenty, the garden of the Lord. The
Genius of christian civilization waved it’s macic wand
and lo! the desert smiled. \Where dwelled tl.e fero-
cious son of the forest, unhoused, untutored and unfed,
we bebold luxuriant fields, populous towns, literary
and religious domes spreading around. The barbar-
ous yell of the forest has yicided to the music of the
skies. ¢ For us the wilderness and solitary place bas
been made glad, and the desert has recjoiced and blos-
somed as the rose.” May the divine goodness lead
us to repentance.

The sovereign designs of Heaven seem to have se-
lected us as chosen instruments for planting and dis-
scminating a new empire of sound religion and liber-
ty, wisdom and virtue, and arts and sciences. Of us the
inhabitants of these regions demand thcir share of that
mnheritarce of which we are constituted the guardians
and trustees. Of us the poor African and the hunted
savage demand their portion of knowledge, benevo-
lence and religion of which we are the depositories.
Shall we betray this high trust ¢ Shall we be so un-
faithfulto the interests of humanity so false to nurselves,
so ungratcful to the divine goodness ?  Let us avoid
this guilt. Let us carry into cifcct the great and gra-
cious designs of Heaven in the regeneration of the
world. Lt us labour to diffuse around us far and
wide and to transmit to posterity the invaluable bless-
1ngs of frecedom and religion.  And in order to this let
us cultivate a sense of them in our own hearts, and cher-
ish by constant prayer those holy dispositions which
vs they are only tanght so can they only be procurcd by

C
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Christianity, and which while they canstiwate the high
est ornament. aflord the only i(‘hc'lv ol our nature.

With recard to our country, let us offer our fer-
vent pravers that God will vouchsafe a favourable isstc
to her struggles. His past mercies are a pledge of bis
ability and willingrucess to save us unless our sins throw
us out of his protecton. Our best feelings would
prompt us to hope thut the clouds which now hung
over us shall be disperseds and that the sin shall once
morce arise with healing in his wings. Lo cherish o
fiope so pleasing, I w il recite passage from the cel-
ebrated Dr. Smith’s,* ser non deliveredat the close oi
the revolutionary war

« I cannot but think that ITeaven has designs to-
wards this country which raust one day be mlhilui m
the prosperity and happiness of mankind. T Fansport-
ed at the thought, [ um born forward to days of distant
venown : Inmv expanded view these United States,
vise in all their npcmd elory before me. I look thio’
and beyond cvery vet peopled perind of the new world,
and behold p»:md still  brightening upon  period.
Where one continuous depth of gloomy wild now
shuts out even the beas of ey, T sce new states and
empives rise, new states of wisdein and knowicuge,
new religious demes spreading around.  In piaces
row untrod by any but savage beasts or men as savage
as they, 1 hear the velee of bappy lobour, aud behield
LOWCTIRG Cles growiig to the Liles.

“ Lo lin this happy picture, 1 behold the nouve In-
dien exuling in the works o peace and chviireation.
i1 bloody batehet e buries deep under _\lr‘umi, ahid
Jis murderous kniic he turns mto a pruning hook to
Jop the tender vine, and teach the [uxuiant shoct o
crow. No wore does hie form to himsclf, according to
tue Pocy a beaver after death in compuny  with his
tdul dee beald  the clovd topt hill, fai feois

" rveve e the wiiversuy of Peppeviven®
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G diants of foishless men ; but better Instructed i
Cliristisnity, hie views his everlasiing mheritance, o
bense not made with huands eternal in the heavens.”

“ Instead of rccounting to his offspring around the
bluzing fire, the bloody L\plovb ct his uncesiors, ané
wars of savage death, shewing barbarcas exuliation
over every deed of woe ; methinks I iear him pouring
forth his culcn‘ncs of przuw, to the mewory of those
who were Lhe instrurnents of Heaven 1o ruising his
tribes from d'u’kncss to light, in giving them freedom
and  civillzation, aid converting them hor.r: ‘mlcnw
aurl blood to meekness and love.” )

Among those, who shall be celebrated as Instru-
ments of this great work, ! hear the numes of every
zocd citizen and chyistian, of every fricnd to mankind
and the gospel of Jesus Christy, and especiully, mie-
tmnks I hear your numes jllustricus Patiiots; who have-
ing atchieved the sulvation of your ceraury, Jhpetiully
join mi every laudable endeavour for conveying' thoae
rights to posterity, shd bringing the utnaose enas of the
Farth to sce the sulvation of God.”  Lhus fur Dr.
Stitth. | ‘

It is certain by the signs of the times that there is
some grand and universal change wbout to ke place
i religion and morals, worthy of the spiendid wachin-
ery with which 1t is introduced,  In the revoluuons
of this world, in the rise and tl of cpires God iy
still catrying on his grond and magniticent plan of re.
demption, and the estabasnment ol thit kKingdom whicl,
shatl huve no end, 1 will overtura, overiuri, ovei-
e “uil he conte whaose right it s ”

Adready s tive atigely who 1s to preach the everlast-
g pospel to every uibc of nunkind on thie wing. Al-
re. uh huas the trunmet of the mttliitat ;uml ¢ osulladed,
U has pone out n.lu ail tands. “Uhioughout i i
meny of her pm\inccw }n aid patis ol Abico,

Q’\l

Dovon Jhous Groennnsdand Lol ddois Now cpr,



[ 70 ]

nesc and Persians “ ¢o he-r in their own tongue the
wonderful works of God.”” Light has dawned even
upon the temple of Mccca itselfy, and the renowned
Sabat, descended from the family of the Prophet has
coinveved to Arabia the glad tidings that Jesus Christ,
is the Savicur of the world.  Aireacy faith and hope
sce the church coming lorth from the wilderness—they
sce the d .‘pf*lccd of 1srael and Judakh, restored to the
land of tixe’r Fathers, the fullness of the Gentiles flow-

ine iny zud e kingdoms of this world becoming the
kiozdoms ¢f God and his Clirist.

Wiiie taese things arc hab:cn‘..g cn—While the
mighty m',“usq’tns of our glot . moral and physical,
unex:mpicd threu hout its ain. <, proclaim the com-
mg of the King of tiat a8, lei us participate in the
glory and hcaovr of preparing his wav. For this l<t
uUs unit~ our best cxertions.  For this iet us lay aside
the d' . inctioss of sects and parties—and let us con
stantly and nequcntly prav. Aiud dg thou Alnugh,y
Father, iosten that blessed period of thy kingdom
which we beiieve shall come, when Universal peace

and rigitcousne:z shall prevaill.  dmen,



