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jacos WirLawn, Efq.
Sir,

Tue Committee of Arrangements for the 4th of July,
tender their thanks to you, (in behalf of themfelves, and the
Republicans of this town,) for the excellent Oration, deliver-
ed by you on that day, and requeft you would favor them
with a copy of the fame for publication.

In behalf of the Committee,

Refpeéifully, your humble fervant,

Wm. STORY.
Marblbead, Fuly 6, 18124

To the Cormizase of ARRANCEMENTS for the Fourth of Fuly.
GENTLEMEN,

In compliance with your wifhes, (intimated through Wm.
Story, Efq.) I furrender a Copy cf the produéion requelted—
having no apprehenfions that it will miflead or wound, though
it fhould fail to improve or entertain.

- With much confideration, Gentlemen,

I am your humble fervant,

JACOB WILLARD.
Marbleicad, Fuly 6, 1812,
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ORATION.
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M AN’s earlicft afpiration is for liberty. Her
genial influences dilate the heart, expand the mind,
and fublimate the fpirit. The land, o’er which her
banner waves triumphantly, may lay the fureft
claim to national felicity. To trace the neftlings
of her infant genius, to mark her ftern refolves
againft the lawlefs gralp of tyranny, to fee her
countenance indignantly oppofed to power ufurp’d,
and to behold her potent arm hurl flavery’s badges
at the oppreflor’s throne, are objects worth the at-
tention of the world, and meet to be review’d on
this great day.

Let every uncongenial thought be here fupprefs’d:
let chilling apathy’s dull mood retire ; and wel-
come every ardent fentiment, that Independence
nourifheth. All-hallowed Independence! Thou, whofe
achievement hath exemplified a death and refurrec-
tion, the moft glorious! A death of hated tyranny,
of kingly power, of tranfatlantic rule: A refurrec-
tion, in this Weftern World, of all the beauteous
theories of ancient Greece and Rome, well prun’d
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of their excrefcences and faults—a refurrcétion of
the fineft inftitutions, which have ever been incor-
porated with the multifarious lore of European po-
litics. And thefe, when moulded by the niceflt
touches of Columbian genius, do conftitute a facred
guaranty, to every citizen, of all the precious rights
in freedom’s catalogue—of all the bleflings of a pure
republic.

Does not the pulfe in every patriot’s veins, acce-
lerated by fo proud a view, beat high with joy?
Does not the heart of every freeman fwell with
{trong emotions of delight? Glows not the breaft
of every worthy fon of Independence, with the con.
fecrated fire of holy Patriotifm—inducing the adop.
tion of that noble fentiment—<’Tis glorious in
one’s country’s caufc to die;” fo, by his death, fuch
unappreciable bleflings flow to future generations of
mankind ¢

Two hundred years ago, our land was tenanted
by rude, unletter’d favages; a race, but in a {fmall
degree remov’d from other grades of animal crea-
tion: The chafe their livelihood, the trembling,
blood-warm fleih their food, tl.e bow and tomahawk
their military arms. The fineft fpecimen of archi.
tectural genius was an Indian wigwam. Society,
both man and beaft enjoyed alike : Alike, their go,
vernment was nought but barbarous force.

Thrics, in this wild, unwelcome clime, a little co.
lony was left, to be deftroyed by men, and beafts, of
prey! A fourth attempt was made, more happy
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than the reft, and Jameftown rofe upon Powhatan’s
banks. The remnant of a colony, diminifthed by
the perils of the feas, o’ercome by hardfhip, wafted
by difeafe, and almoft funk into defpondency, {oon
after landed on the fhores of Plymouth.

It can {carcely be conceived, that any thing could
impel our forefathers, under fuch circumitances, to
fuch an emigration, fhort of the moft exalted fenti-
ments of liberty. The nation, whence they came,
enjoyed the reputation of poflefling the fineft go-
vernment on earth. Still rottennefs was in the heart
of their conftitution. QOur fathers {aw and felt it.
The church and ftate eftablifhments were their ab-
horrence. They fled the perfecution, which they
had not the pow’r to refift. They bravely encoun-
tered the dangers, which they could not avoid.
They rilk’d their 2/, in purfuit of thofe rights,
which, in their native country, they could not en-
joy.

We can more adequately conceive, than we can
poflibly defcribe, the hardfhip that attended the firft
f®tlement of our country. Perhaps the fpirit of en-
terprize, which fo ftrikingly characterizes the Ame-
rican people, may, in no fmall degree, be of heredi-
tary tranfmiflion. From the indignation of our
anceftors againft tyranny, their fortitude in danger,
their patience of fatigue and inevitable fuffering,
and their intrepidity in confronting the enemies of
the wildernefs, it may not be chimerical to fuppofe,
the ftrongeft lincaments of our national character
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zre derived.  Of this inheritance, each citizen muft
feel a jufter pride, than if nobility had marked his
pedigree, c’er {ince the general deluge.

The rapidity with which the American fettle-
ments increafed, the aftonifthing growth of the co-
- lonies, will bear honorable teftimony to the z2-hieve-
ments of courage and perfeverance. Though agri-
culture was the fource, whence the emigrants firft
derived their {fubfiftence, the mechanic arts did not
long remain neglected. And having imbibed much
of the {pirit of that nation, ¢ Whofe march is on
the mountain wave,” they were carly actuated by a
thirft for commercial enterprize. They had not
toil’d eleven fummers on New-England’s {oil, be-
fore they launched a veflel, called ¢ The Blefling of
the Bay;”’ and this their firft and infant effort, as
tho’ portentous of a future commercial and inde-
pendent nation, was launched on this aufpicious
day, the Fourth day of July.

Contemplate now, Fellow-Citizens, our popula-
tion, increafed beyond feven millions of inhabitants;
our agricultural refources, yielding an abundanee
to the wants of this extenfive population; and our
cominerce floating to every region, penetrating eve-
ry fea, and vifiting every foreign market, and be-
hold a ; cdigy of national growth, profperity, and
blefling !

But, by what means has this aftonithing growth
of the American people obtained? Our infant fet-

tlements were left, like uncultured plants, to thoot
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up in luxuriant wildnefs. Indnftry, frugality, and
enterprize, were individual, as well as national vir-
tues, and legible in every countenance. 'The
powers, both of body and mind, were left to the
moft unlimited expanfion ; and nature feems here
to have made an experiment of her moft unem-
barrafled operation. Thus health, the parent of po-
pulation, induftry, the mother of wealth, frugzlity, |
the nurfe of all the virtues, and enterprize, tie ori-
gin of national profperity, feem to have had a con-
current and fimultaneous agency, in raifing the
glory of this weftern hemifphere.

The concern of Great-Britain for her colonies ex-
tended only to the monopoly of their commerce,
and the creaticn and fupply of factitious wants,
with articles of foreign luxury, until her prefling
exigencies required their military aid, and pecunia-
ry afliftance. Still all her draits, moft cheerfully
they met. Nor was it until the Britith Parliament,
wherein the colonies had no reprefentation, moft
unjuftly attempted to rivet on them an arbitrary
{fyftem of taxation, that any diiloyaity was difco-
vered or generated. When the odious ftamp act re-
ceived the royal aflent, and was promulgated in
America, ten years before the independence, the
colonies immediately took alarim : They cach
chofe delegates—who convened, and with {pirit re-
monftrated. The offenfive law was repealed.

As every relaxation of afflumed authori.y renders
it the more impotent, while it confirms a half-deter-
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mined refiftance ; {fo this parliamentary allumption,
fou. d, on experiment, to be untenable; and ulti-
mately yiclded to colonial remonitrance, weakened
the authority of the mother country, rendered her
an objet of fufpicion with the colonies, and
firengthened their confidence, and defire of felf
controul. A crifis was falt approaching, when thefe
fentiments, and this {pirit, were to be developed, in
a degree, alarming to Great-Britain, aftonifhing to
the world, and hardly contemplated by the actors
i the drama. |

The Britifh nation, at this time, although exult-
ing in her fplendid conqueits in the Indics, had ex-
haufted her finances, incurred a debt of one hundred
and {ifty millions fterling, and had nothing but
bankruptcy in profpect. An adventurous, unfeeling,
and corrupt minifiry were determined to raife the
fortunes and prerogative of the crown, on the prof-
trated rights of the people ; ard a venal parliament
oppofed no barrier to their exccrable defigns. Hence
originated another attcrapt, by the indireét mode of
impofing duties on fundry articles of neceflary ufe
and confumption, to tax the yect unrcprefented
colonics. The cxalted {fentiments of the votaries of
freedom refented this infidious ufurpation, as equal-
ly infulting their underftarding, and infringing
their rights.  The fatal pertinacity of the mintitry,
in adhering to this odious fyftem, and the meafures
reforted to for its accomplifhment, produced the
horrid tiflue of crime, fo juftly deferibed, in that
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ever memorable Manifefto, the Declaration of Ame-
rican Independence.

It was not agrceable to the economy of nature,
that a world in the weft fhould to fubjet to an
Ifland in the eaft; and the hand of Britifh tyranny,
by poifing the mufket at the American breatft,
and demanding ¢ her money or her life,” moft
impreflively inftructed her in the important fe-
cret. You need not, Fellow-Citizens, be told, fcr
all of you have heard, many of you experienced,
and none of you forgotten, the fcenes of outrage,
abufe, and violence, that broke the charm of colonial
dependence.  The voice of Patriotifm burft acrofs
the Atlantic ; proclaimed, to the Eaftern world,
America’s injuries, and Amecrica’s rights ; and af-
cended to Heaven, in folemn appeal, for the redti-
tude of her intentions, and in {upplication for an
aufpicious ifflue to her glorious enterprize. Free-
dom, Sovereignty, and Independence, on this day,
were declared to be the rights of thefe Confede-
rated States : Their venerable functionaries fubfcri-
bed the immortal declaration, and pledged their
lives, their fortunes, and their facred honor, for its
fupport.

A long and trying conteft—an eight-years war,
difcovered a degree of intrepidity, perfeverance, and
military ardor, which was no lefs aftonifhing to our
opponents, than to the world, and which covered
the heroes of our revolution with unfading laurels.
In more than twelve pitched battles, did American
valor contend with Britifh arms, till vitory declar-

B
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ed itfelf on thé fide of juftice, and defeat decided
the fate of defpotiim.

The tortures of our brethren, who fuffered mar-
tyrdom abeard the Britith prifon fhips—the ftream-
ing blood, the mangled bodies, of our {laughtered
citizens——the blaze afcending from our towns in
conflagration—the {fcalped victim, and the Indian
facrifice—the wafted fields, and defolated citics—the
general wretchednefs and f{uffering of our land,
when made the theatré¢ of war, betwixt Liberty
and Tyranny, in contefting their Empire—Thefe,
indeed, are {cenes of awful intereft, too deeply en-
graven in every patriot’s breaft, to need delinea-
tion. Yes—there exifts a lively recollection of this
eventful period : T/ere fwells a noble gratitude to
thofe great men, whom thofe great {cenes produced.
fi'aft-ious heroes! You, by whom political Salva-
tion was achieved ! No words can tell your worth,
no ‘c¢ague do juftice to your memory. Your names
fhall shine, with luftre, in the calendar of fame, and,
witl a talifmanic pow’r, itapel to every noble deed.

1’0 us, Fellow-Citizens, remains an inheritance of
in.:alculable value: A ccuntry of vaft extent and re-
{cuarces, exhibiting here, a fourifhing city, abound-
ing in wealth, enlivened by commerce, and furnifh- .
ing the neceflury articles of importation to an exten-
five interior ;j—there, an example of agricultural
indufiry, {fubjecting the earth to her annual tribute,
£r the fupply of articles of the firlt neceflity. Here,
a people extracting a treafure from the deep, which
brings them eafe and plenty ; and there, an infant
manuiactory, which promifes a fure reward to la-
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bor and invention :—An inheritance, compriling
man’s greatcft blefling, a nation’s higheft glozy,
heaven-born Freedom ; fccured by inftitutions, libe-
ral as wife, and wife as good :—A Conlftitution, of
admirable {ftructure, deferving well the high enco-
mium, of being denominated worthy the great
charadters, by whom it was produced.

Our frame of Goverament differs from any, ever
before conftructed. The judicious balance, divi-
fion, and diftinction, of power and prerogative, in
the Legiflative, Judicial, and Executive, depart-
ments of our Government, give it a vaft fuperiori-
ty over all the ancient Republics, and deftroy all
ground of comparifon. Hence, no arguments can
be drawn from their downfall, againft our perma-
nency. Yct, many afflume thus to argue, and affe&
thus to believe. It is not difficult, fays an author,
deeply fkilled in the {cience of human nature, for
men to perfuade themielves to believe, what they
ftrongly defire ; and nothing can be more true,
than that what men bclieve, and defire, they arc
prone to utter. Let usthen beware of characters of
this defcription, who give more evidence of difaf-
fection, than of attachment, to our republican infti-
tutions.

No government under heaven has long exift-
ed, without interruption. Are any prepared to
fay, that none can be devifed, which fhall be per-
manent ? Qurs poflibly may be the only, and the
favored one. A government founded on intel-
ligence, muft f{urely be prefumed the beft adapted
for intclligent beings. It is not impofiible. that the

PR VI P e



12
nations of the world, at fomc future period of time,
in the complexion of their government, may be af-
fimilated to ours, and form one grand confedera-
tion. Then would the utmoft fublimity of concep-
tion be exemplified, in the univerfal empire of reafon.
The man, wh> indulges in himfelf, and at-
teiapts to excite in others, a difpofition to criminate
our national rulers, for the embarrallment attend-
ing our foreign rclations; and, calling to his aid
the temporary preflure thence refulting, endeavors
to fow the feeds of difaffetion and difcontent, in the
public breaft, pofleflcs cither a cweak mind, or a wicked
beari. Compared with any nation in the civilized
world, ours is a paradife. England, at war with al-
moft all the world, while famine, infurrection, vio-
lence, and bankruptcey, caufe hourly apprehenfion :
Defpotic France, cinctured with chains of military
force—confcription, war, and flavery, her only heri-
tage: Spain, made the wretched theatre, where
thefc moft deadly foes do give each other battle,
and doomed, moft probably, to ftruggle ina war of
fell extermination : Ruffia, and Turkey too, in armsg_
undcr the aufpices, and to fupport the claims, of ty-
ranny and fuperftition : The flates of Germany and
Holland, fated to vaflalage, mere fatellites to the huge
Gallic Empire : South America, {ubject alike to the
horrible convulfions of nature, and of civil govern.
ient ! This is the dreadful profpect, that prefents
itfelf to our view from abroad. Compared herewith,
1s not our country happy?
In the abundance of our fupplies, in the protcction
of our perfons, in the controul of our property, and
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in the cnjoyment of our liberty, what caufe have we
to repine? Grateful for fuch bleflings, let us be
emulous to deferve them. Admonifthed by this
view of forcign calamities, let us ftrive to avoid
them. Confcious of our rights, and wedded to our
liberties, let us determine to fupport them.

Though comparatively happy,it is believed, we are
not {o in the greateft attainable degree.  In the colli-
fions of the nations at war, our rights have been par-
tially involved ; whenever they have been involved,
they have been difregarded, facrificed. Aflumptions
of maritime dominion, totally at variance with the ef-
tablifhed laws of nations, and wholly inadmiffible by
a nation claiming the dignified attitude of neutrality
and independence ; a courfe of injury and infult, re-
fulting from fuch aflumptions, to the American
people, which unrefited, unrefented, or unredrefled,
would argue a total deftitution of national fenfibility
and honor, we have recently been called to witrefs,
on the part of France and Great-Britain. From
France, we cntertain a hope, excited by the late
diplomatic difclofures, of receiving indemnity for
the paft, and fecurity for the future.

From England, hope is extinét. We have, for
years, experienced from her a feries of depredations
on our commerce, abufe of our national flag, and
nautical incarcerations, which have wrought up
the minds of our citizens, to the acme of feeling.
By fending detachments of her navy, which we find
hovering on our coafts, cruifing in our harbors, af-
faulting our national fhips, and murdering our fea-
men; by fending Plenipotentiaries, one to demand
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zonceflions from our Government, an abandonment
of our municipal regulations ; another to wheedle
and deceive, while the blackeft perfidy lurked behind
his miffion ; and another, reeking from the atroci-
ties at Denmark, to offer dire& abufe and affiont to
our ruleis; by fending an authorized Spy, to feduce
cur citizens to co-operate in a project for the < dif-
memberment of our Unton,” “a Northern confe-
deracy,” and a rccolonization of New-England ; the
fuccefsful ifue of whofe miflion would inevitably
have been attended with the reign of terror, trea-
ron, and all the horrors of civil war ;—by thefe,
and many untold enormitics, the Britith govern-
ment have excited, in the breafts of this peaceable
and long-fuflering pcople, a determination to avenge
their wrongs, retrieve their honor, aflert their rights,
and claim adequate and immediate indemnity for
all their injurics.  Every effort for conciliation has
been exhaufted, and the fatal obftinacy of the Brit-
ifh cabinct, equally deaf to the demands of juftice,
the intereft and happinefs of their own fubjedis, and
thie remonftrances of an injured, yet unoffend-
ing nation, render an appeal to arms our only mcans
of redrefs.

In hiftory fhali it be told, thai once our patriotic
fires, with lefs than half our wealth and population,
hardly anticipating, and wholly unprepared for war,
with Britain’s fovercignty acknowledged, firmly re-
filted her attempts to tax them, though thereby
compclied to ftruggle with that potent nation, many
years, in arms; and, Citizens, that we can calmly
witnefs thoufands of our countrymcen, to whom the
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Government arc pledged for their protection, torn
from their country and their kindred, and thrown
into a floating Lion’s Den! Our merchants plun-
dered of their property upon the ocean, unlefs pre-
teCted, and difgraced, by paying tribute ; our deareft
rights infringed and trampled on!

Let thofe, who covet but a moiety of Freedom ;
let thofe, who are content to be mere gleaners in the
great commercial field, who ne’er afpir’d to proud
equality, but take, like duteous children, what their
miftrefs lcaves or licenfes ; let thofe, who, “in the
times that tried men’s fouls,” preferred royal pro-
tection, favor, and reward, to honorable peril; and
fuch as now deem fordid wealth of more intrinfic
value than our liberties, and {piritlefs fubmiffion
mote congenial to their fouls, than vigorous refif-
tance ; who too can reit compofed, while all our
rights fucceflively fhall fuffer amputation, till the bo-
dy politic, bleeding at every vecin, at length fhal?
yield, from fheer debility ;—lct thofce, who, in this
portrait, view a fair delineation of thcir characters,
(and Heaven grant their number may be {inall,)
let fuch, and fuch alone, refule their aid in Free-
dom’s glorious caufe.

But thofe, who hold the liberty of cvery citizen
dear as their own, who are determined to enjoy at
lealt a right in common on the feas, who rather
fpill their blood than pay a tribute, who in depofit
hold the rights of their pofterity, and feel a deep
refponfibility to futurc ages for their conduét,—let
fuch arife, obey their country’s call, and in the ma-
jeity of arms, again proclaim, again affert, the fov’-
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reignty of our States. Let fome of the hallowed
arms of the Revolution be turned againft thofe,
whom they are accuftomed to conquer. Let expe-
riecnced valor take the Field, and teach our modern
Soldiery, the important fkill of viftory. The mar-
tial {pirit of our country is much aroufed. Say,
Soldier, would you not prefer to die in freedom’s
caufe, the thanks and honors of your country for
your fhroud, than be difmantled of your war habili-
inents, and fee her rights abufed, her fons imgrifon-
ed, and her character difgraced ?

Say, Citizens, are any of you ready tc acknow-
ledge the patriotic {pirit of your fathers flown to
Heaven, and not a remnant of their mantle dropp’d
on you'! Say, rather, have you not invoked ¢ a
double portion” of that vivid patriotifm, whicherft
did conftitute the ¢ flaming chariot,’”” wherein many
of the fainted heroes were tranflated to the realms
of endlefs glory. A folemn appeal again is made-~
to arms—to Heaven ! By the fupreme authority of
our nation, war is declared ; and every true Ame-
rican will rally round the ftandard of his country,
anxious again to teach our enemy, that a joint
effort of freemen can achieve, whatever a fenfe
of juftice conftrains them todemand. Be exhorted,
Fellow-Citizens, to difmifs every ignoble fentiment
refulting from party prejudice ; then will your una-
nimity conftitute an impregnable fortrefs, and your
combined energies render our Union the inviolable
fantuary of Liberty.



