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At a Mecting of the FrixNpry Sociery, July gth, 1797,

VOTED, That the Reverend Meffrs. Waitine and Huse, and JAMES
H. Heap Efg. be a Commitiee to wait on SamvuerLS, Wirnz Efy. and re-
- poréthe thanks of the Socsely for his clegant and fpiriled Addrefs this day de-
lrvered to them, and to requeft a copy of the fame for the Prefs.
Atteqd, James Mavrcorm, See. pro tem.

To the Committee of the Society,

GENTLEMEN,
A difpofition to meet ihe wiflies of the Socicty, fo obligingly expreffed by sherr
Commattee, induces me 10 forgetthe defells of a hafly produilion, fo far asto
Jubmit it to their difpofal ; hoping to experience from the public a larger fhare
eof candor than criticifm.

I have t} ¢ pleafure to remain with due regard,
Your ¥Friend and Brother,

SAMUEL S. WILDE.



O R A T I O N

ON this day, feilow citizens, which cught to be commemorated as
the birth day of American Liberty, it may be proper to indulge the re-
membrance of thofe brilliznt events, in which {he originated ; and tore-
frefh in our minds thoie ardent principles of Patrioti{m, and that fervid
love of our Ceuntry, which, under divine prote&ion, have hitherto cher-
ithed and fupported her,

To the man who delights in the happinefs of man, the true Philan-
thropift ; to thofe who can eftimate the bleflings of liberty, and who fecl
the importance and dignity of nationai Independence, tis €7-
ployment mutt afford the fweeteft fatisfation, the inoft endearing con-
{elation,

When the Tyranny of man, the perfecuting fpirit of Intellersnice. and
the barbarity of religisus fanaticifm, had veiled the face of Europe
with the thick darknefs of ignorance and fuperftition; when ilavery
groaned under the hand of power, and the iron rod of cppreffion ; when
the deareft rights of the People were facrificed to the ambition of an un-
{eeling Defpot, or the {ubtle policy of a defigning and proftituted minif-
try : atthis gloomy period of public and private mifery, the very ex-
iftence of civil liberty muft foon have been extinguifhed, had not an afy-
lum been difcovered 1a the new world, where the poor and opprefied in-
habitants of the cld might find a retreat, fecure from the frowns of Ty-
rants, and the untold miferies which dow from a fyftem of opprefiion.
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Our high {pirited and noble mindcé Anceftors, difdaining the yoke of
flavery, and the chainsand {etters which bound them in difgracetul vaffa-
lage, embraced with a degree of arlor and enthuffafm the profpect whicls
opened through the wilderne(s of America. to the sleflings of I'reedom
and Independence. With a ‘{'p'irit and fortitude, which few could emu-
lare, and none furpafs, they readily renounced thz fweets of focial inter-
courfe, the friends, relatives and connetions, whom time, nature and ha-
kit had rendered dear to them, the country which gave them Dirth, and
the high cultivared fieids of their Forefathers 5 undzunted by the dangers
of the mighty deep, an ocean untried and unexplored, alike fearlefs of 4
Cerce and barbarous race of favages, they bravely afiumed the mighty
Lazard : and here in the bofomn of a wildernels, firft engrafted that fon,
which has fince fowuithed as the tree of Liberty, and whofe branches over-
thadow our great and rifing Empire. Untainted by the vices, and luxuries
of the old world ; attuated by the fublime virtues of Fortitude, Patience,
Chriftian Humility, and cloathed with the garb of innocence and fim-
plicitv, they meekly f{ubmitted to the allotments of Providence : and
without a murmur at their cruel defliny, endured and furvived {uch accu-
mulated hardfhips, and misfortunes, as would wound the foul of human-
1ty ¢=en to relate. |

Being thus cruelly banithed and expelled from their native country,
and without affiftance or proteftion, expofed to a fierce and vindittive

enemy, to hunger, nakednefs, penury and the long 1t of human calami-
ties and wants, they might with propriety fee! themfelves exonerated from

all homage, fealty or obligation to their parent ftate, and at liberty to



form and eitablith a government, {uch as Yheir fituation, habits and necef-
{ities might require. - -

But the principle, however juft, was notallowed us by Great Britain :
her leagthened arm of tyranny ftretched over the vaft ocean, which di-
vided us, and bafely attempted to rivet her chains on her.free born A-
merican defcendants. The difgraceful edits of her corrupt and venal
Parliament, and that uniform fyftem ot &épprefiion, which governed her
King and Miniftry, atlength roufed us to a fenfle of inquiry, and awaken-
edin a nation of Freemen, the fervid and exalted fpirit of Independ.
ence.

We were ftill, however, defirus of peace: it wasour firft with, and
the deareft object of ourtoils and counfels, and we {uffiered the moft
wanton oppreflions, the groflelt infulis, and the moft tarbarous injuries
before we could even admit the idea of a rupture with a nation, whem we
bad been taught to love and honor, whom early habits of intimacy had
endeared, and whofe language and manners {o nearly aflimilated with our
own: we even profirated ourfelves at the feet of our inexorable ty-
rants, and humbly fued ard implored for ¢ peace liberty and fafety ;”
but we fued in vain. A miftaken notion of the American charalter, led
the haughty tyrant of England, to impute our humility to cowerdice, and
our Jove of Peace to a mean and debafed fpirit: after adding infult to
infult, indignity to wrong, and cruelty to opprellion, a haughty Parlia-
ment and an infolent Miniftry, as a proof of our debafement, imperioufly
demanded a deriliction of our deareft rights, ¢ wngualified fubmiffion’ and
“pafive chedience,”
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The fpirits of our Forefatiers now fwelled the bofoms of their de-
fcendants. Indignant ata demand,as tyrannical as it was infolent and bale,
we {olemnly appealed to the God of juftice for protettion ; and with a
firmnels and decifion, which expreffcd our abhorrence of flavery, and an
1ignominious dependence, rejeted their infolent terms of reconciliation ;
and without arms or ammunition, the arts or implements of war : with-
out money and withotit friends to aflift us, we dared the mighty conteft,
and bravely prepared for thofe fcenes of horror and cruelty, which mark-
ed the progrefs of an unnatural war.

Europe and the world ftood aftonithed at the firmnefs and magnanim-

ity of the American charalter., The genius of liberty finiled on
our efforis, and the God or conqueft, after leading and fupporting us
through untold dangers and bloody conflicts, finally confirmied us in the
fecure poffeflion of peace, liberty, and independence.

'T"he prefent occafion will not permita full difplay, or minute detail
of thofe brilliant and mighty events. They exift, however, in the minds
and memories of Americans ; {tand recorded on the brighteft page of
hiftory, and fhall never ceafe to be commemorated, while Iiberty ihall
be confidered as a blefling, or bravery a virtue; nor fhall we J trut
ceafe to remember, with a grateful fenfibility, the exalted talents and vir-
tues of thofe patriot ftatefmen and heroes, who planned and executed
the birth of our Empire : Their names fhall be tranimitted to pofterity,
with the brighteft deeds of their lives, and with the warmeft acknowledg-
ments of a grateful country: And on this day, and cach fucceeding anni-

verfary, the tear of fenfibility fhall ftream unchecked for thofe hero-
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ic patriots, who, in the caufe of freedom, bravely firugling for ‘the
rights and liberties of their country, fought and bled on the day of bat-
tle, 2nd feil undaunted in the cnimfoned ficlds of glozy.

Happy and heroic ipirits ! renowned by ysur toils and labors, your
bravery, fufftsings and deatbs ; your bright examples fhall animate the
joung warrior in the footfteps of dangerand the road which leads to -

glory !

Placed now 1n an equal rank with the nations of the earth, and fe-
cure in the pofleflion of independence and liberty, it remained for us
to.guard and protect them by equallaws, and an equitable ard vigor-
ous adminiftration. The few years which fucceeded the peace, prior to
the adoption of the Federal Conflitution, formed a ftriking but miferable
contraft to the bright annais which preceeded. Divided in our councils,
without regulations to commerce, or encouragement to the arts, fcien-

ss or manufaltures; with a government merely nominal, without the
powers of pretetion, or energy to enforce a due execution of the Laws ;
we at once realized the wifhes, and almoft juftified the prefages of our

ancient foe.

But the formation and adoption of our prefent happy Conftitution, ¢f-
feCtually removed thofe obftacles which impeded our profperity, and
formed anerain the American hiftory, from which we may date our
encreafing greatnet and importance: Under the proteétion of that bul-
wark of cur liberties, we have rifen to a pitch of national {plendor and

happinefs, which has become the aftenithment and envy of the world.
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The ferality of our {oil, the excellence of our climate, the rapid en-
creafe of population, the various embellithments and inventions in the
mecchanick arts, the improvements inagnculture, the growing impor-
tance of the produce of our country, the unbounded extenfion of com-
merce, the general diffufion of information and fcience, the fecurity of
proverty, the majeftic freedom of our goverament, and the firmnefsand
equity of its adminiftration, render America at the prefent period, if
net the riched, at leaft the moft flourithing, happy, and beft informed
naticn on the globe.

18 a

But the pifture remains to be completed, Cur relative firuanon
with the nations of Europe in fome meafure obfcures the brightncis of
our profpelts, and cafts a gloom over our rich and various bleflings.
At the commencement of the prefent crueland deftruttive war, which
hzth drenched Europe in  blood, ravaged and defpoiled her {air fields ol
indutry, and hurried millions of our fellow creatures into the orefence
of their maker, we gratefufly acknowledged the goodnefs of Ged 1n our
cxemption from {uch awful calamities. The great tranfmarine diftance

of our fituation, our love of peace and the impartial equity of our gov-
ernment, rendered the expe&ation not unreafonable that we might fLill

efcape them.

A jine of ftri& neutrality towards the contending nattons, wes at an
early period, marked out and erjoined by our government. 'I:o.guard
our neutral rights and priviledges, to reader juftice to all and' injury to
none, feemes to have been the firt wiib, andthe goveraing object of the



chief Executive of the unicn. At that eventful period, the heim of our
povernment was hapgily entrufted to- one efour wifelt and beft ofciti-
2ens ; to the beloved and immorial WasanincTon ; one whofe hic haa
been covered with glory ; whofe exalted virtues envy could never tar-
nifh, nor calumny pollute ; whofe altive benevolence and difinterefled
regard for his country, had raifed him a name on the earth, which the
prefent and future geserations will never ceale to revere. The firmnefs
and impartizlity of his adminiftration for a time fecured our tranquility ;
but reftleft {pirits were not wanting to excite a jealousy between cur own

and the Englifh nation, which foon Jed to the moft {ericus complaints.

T he wanton depredations committed on our commerce ; the vicience
and infults offered to owr citizens in the peaceful employments of active
induftry, raifed our wounded fpirits to a juft fenfe of indignation ; Lu the
vifdom of eur Exccutive foon pointed out aremedy, and a fuccefs{ul
negotiation ended in 2 Treaty of Amity, which promifedindemnification
for our paft wrongs, and remained as a picage of our {uture tranquility,

At our laft happy anniverfary; perbaps our country cever afiumed a
more flourithing and majeftic afpet, We had buricd the hatchet with

our cruel and vindiltive neighbours. By a treaty more favorable than
could be expelted from the tvrant of Algiers, lie releafed to us our bre-
thren {rom flavery. Our negotiations with the Court of Jadrid werc
not unfavorable, The trade of the Mcditerranean was open, and invited
the enterprife of our citizens; our flag was difplayed in the four quarters of
‘ﬂac globe, 2nd the profpect of peace with the rnations of the earth ap-
peared neither delufive nor improbable,
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But this calin, like moft others, was but the prelude tra ftorm, Trult-
ing to the flattering expectaticn of a continued peace,and fplendid profpe-
rity, the [Father of his country and the Friend ot man, to the deep regret
of his fellow citizens, fignified his cefire and intention to retire {rem the
weight of public cares and trufls, and to conclude a hi'e, which had been
devoted to his country, in the peaceful retreat of domeflic tranquility.
¥aving fought the battles, which had eftablifhed our liberties ; having
guarded and preferved them by a firm, wife and equitable adminiftration ;
having baflled the eflorts of the enemies of our profperity—and raed
us to a high pitch of national fplendor ; he calmly retired, loaded with
the thanks and bleflirgs of a grateful country.

In choofing his fucceflor, the views ofthe French government, which
before had been merely fulpicious, afiumed an alarming and menacing
sppearance. A daring attempt to eftablifl: a Freach party and Frenchin-
fluence in the decifion of this impartant eieltion, appeared tov evident to
remain unnoticed, Atthis momentof interefting expetation, their Min-
ifter, to the atonithment of America, anncunced a Decree of the French
Directory, authorifing the moft wanton depredztions on our commerce,

the exprels violation of a folemn treaty, and thole national obligaticns,
which had hitherio Leen ceemed facred and inviolable ; this he zecompa-

nied with alonz It of unfounded complaints,and concluded, by announc-

ing to our government, or rather the people, a final fufpenfion of the
pewers of Lic mifiion.

A conduct {0 unjult and arbitrary, and officially communicated, couk!
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hardly be credited in America. How could we even imagine that a De-
cree made up of the compound of tyranny and injuitice, fhould proceed
from a nation, profefling 2 fraternal attachment to us, and an enthufaftic
devotion to liberty, and the nghts of man ? But the events which fuc-
ceeded did not permit us to doubt.

‘To our grief, furprife and indignation, we have been the fpeltators of
fcenes, which have outraged the feelings of humantty, and which even
defpotifm itfett would bluth to acknowledge. Wehave feen for thefe eight
monthe paft an uninterrupted {poliation on our commerce ; our peaceful
mercantile brethren robbed of their property to the amount of mililions ;
men of the firlt affluence reduced with their familiesto poverty, bankruptey
and ruin; our brave and enterprifing mariners ftripped even of their ap-
parcl, loaded with chains, and confined to dungeons ; while the fighs,
groans and complaints, which might efcape from their wounded fpirits,
have been interdicted under the pains of death, and the terrors of the Guil-
lotine. And all this even without pretext or provocation ; for I maintain
with confidence,thatour govenment has been fairly and impartially admin-
iftered ; that our chief Executive has been invariably guided by aftriCtre-
gard tothe faithof treaties, our relative duties as a neutral power,andane-
qu'fty unknown and unrecorded in the hiftory of nations, Prepofiefiec with
a {riendfthip and partiality to France, and the caufe of Freedom 1a which
fhe profeffed to be engaged, we turned our eyes with fympathy and lohi-
citude on the bleeding pages which traced her Revolution ; and whether
{ortunate or unfortunate, in profpenty or adver(ity, conquering or retreat-
ing, we fteadily manifelted the warmth of our feciings, and a difpoiiticn
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to afford her every favor and affiftance which might not militate with our
cbiigations to cther naticus, or the known duties of ncutrality.

To this national attachment, this friendly difpofitien, may be imputed
the patience and ferbearance, with which we have endured the wrongs
and indignities offered us by her citizens; and the extreme folicitude
which we have difcovered to “ remove jealoufies, abviate complaints,”
and reftore a ¢ friendly and lafting union.” Tho’ greatly injured, we
cid not hefitate to make the firft advances, and tho’ our Minifter, com-
miflioned for this purpofe, has been rejedted with iandignity, we are now
attempuing a {refh negetiation.

DMay it be our prc. nd conftant wifh, fellow citizens, that thefe re-
newed cfforts, may prove {ucccfsful ; that returning juflice 1in thc Ereach
nation, may reftore us to «.due exercife of our rights, and grant us fuch
terms of indemnification as may with fafety and honor be accepted.

The pofiefiion of peace carries with it, fuch various, rich and importt-
ant bleffings, ac may well juflify many and great facrifices: It haolds
forth the moft {olid benefits, the moft alluring charms : itis the hot-bed
from whence fpring the finer feelings of benevolence and humanity, and
in which grow the arts and [ciences, which perfe€t our natures, and that
naticnal opulence which fecures our happinefs and greatnefs. But I truft,
however, we are not vet fo debaled, fo poor ia fpirit, as to purchafz it at
the expence of the dignity, freedom and independence of our country :
1t 1t is only to be bought with flavery ““who 1s he fo bafe” as to coves
the poficfion !
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No, Americans ! if all cur cfforts to preferve this invaluabie blefling
fhould prove abortive, and we fhould zgain be forced {which God forbid)
into the horrors and diftreffing calamuzes of war, ict us crice more raliy
round the POLE OF LIBERTY-—ONCE more caft our eyes to Heaven for
prote€tion—and with the zfiiftance of the Almighty we may jultly dely
the arm of oppreflicn, and the efforts of human power.

We have already fought and bled in the caule of freedom; and Jet us
not ceafe by every effort to preferve her inviolate ; let us, with unremit-
ting care, nourith and fupport knowledge and virtue, the two great pii-
lars on which fthe ftands.  Without virtue a free covernment cannot ¢x-

ift; and without knowledge and general informaticn, the remains expo-
fed to the groffeft corruptions and abufes.

Deipotifm, opprefiion, intollerance and prieficrafr, have ever found
their fure and only fupportinignorance. Let mankind be enlightened
let them know the rights which the God of nature hath beflowed upon
them, and the thrones of cefpoti{m and the tyraats of the earth fhaii be
crumbled to duft.  Wherever kaowledge, efeaping from the monopoly
of afew, hath extended to, anid enlightened the great mafs of the people,
there hath freedom flosfifhed —there hath liberty ereéted her flandard.

Under thefe impreflicns, it muft afford every true friend of his coun-
try, the moft lively fatisfaltion to obferve the extenfion of knowledge a-
mong the various clafies of our citizens. The free and general circula-
tion of newfpapers, the encreafed and growing eftablithments of {chools

and feminaries of learning, and the encouragement oficred to every im-
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provemert in literature, has ferved to remove that milt of ignorance,
which obfcures the faculties and enflaves the smind.

And here my brethren of «“ Tuz Iriexpry Sociery,”* permit me
to notice our laudable and Hourifhing Initituticn, as ocue wifely calculated
to promote thefe important objelts. Te extend ufelul knowledge, to re-
move igrorance and prejudice, z2nd to tighten the bands of fricndly uaion
and intercourie, are, if I miftake not, the principal, if not the fole views of
ovr Inftitution. In a new country, where the fources of information are
{few, and where books, the Leys of k nowledge, are with difficuliy procured,
the advmtages re{uiting from a well chofen circulating Library, are al-
moft incalculable. Toerlighten and lead the miad thro’ the paths and in-
tricacies of fcience, without books, is as diffcult. perhaps, as to navigate
avellel without helm or compafs. Our warmelt thanks are therefore
aue to thole Ifounders of our Inftitution, whohave oper.ed to the rifing
generation thefe invaluable privileges; let it be our remaining care,
crethren, that we neither negle@ or abufe them ; with fuch rich treafures
before us, let them nat remain unexplored ; with fuch cpportunities to 1m-
orove and extend our taients, ler them not remain clouded by Tanorance,

l

ftisnot my intention, brethren, nor will the prefent occalion,allow -

e tyenterinto a minute confideration of our various and relative Gitl-
LIRS B

e lerrypry Sociery was £ it indtitated in 1 »87—principally for the pur-

atigofelaliiining and maintzining a circulating Librarv.—It confifls of upwards.
i leventy Mirmbers—ihe Library contains frem thice 10 four bundred volames ;|
seneraly well chclen and vfeful.
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ties : give me leave, however, to obferve, that in purchafing 2nd choof-
ing ‘our books, we arc called to the exercife of an important duty, in the
difcharge of which, we ought to feel the highelt refponfibility. The
confequence of an injudicious of incautious feleftion, is not merely
a wafte of property; it inveolves in it a far more z2larming danger ; it
tends to miflead the mind, and to produce in the nfing generation, a
vicious, faife and depraved tzfte in {cience, which time and after ob-
fervations may never eradicate ; and the perufal of a book, containing
{aife principles, erroneous conclufions, or romantic notions, 15 not mere-
ly a lofs of time ; it too oiten infects the heart, marks the {future chaéﬂc-
ter of the young reader, and encumbers the mind with a mals of rubbif:,
which preciudes the admiffion of more uleful information.

Letus therefore felet with caution.  Let us be diligent, conftant and
wary, in guiding our children and yeung friends in the road to true know-
ledge. Letws furnith their tender minds with none but vfeful informa-
tion, and let us guard zgainft the admiffion of falie principles, as we
would againft a peftilence. Then, my friends, fhall you deferve and re-
ceive the thanks and acknowledgments of your country; ““your child-
ren fhall rife up and call you bleffed,” and lateft poflerity fhall render

you a tribute of praife; inthe fecure poffeffion, of Lisrrry, Harpr-.
NESS, VIRTUE and KNOWLEDGE.

T T "
FINIS.
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