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ORATION.

FELLOW.CITIZENS,

AT the requeit of vour committee ot ar.
rangements, 1 appear before you on this joyful
occafion, to take a part in the performances of
the day.  The fhortnefs of the previous notice
which I recetved, mult ferve as an apolegy for
many defelts.

‘This is our naticn’s jubilee. On this day
we celebrate an event the moft auzuit and im-
sortant-—an event pregnant with confecucunces
i the firft magnitude,

An actor in the feenes of the late revolution,
would enter more feelingly and intereftedly into

. S 13Ny - | B A e .y 1. .
a ducufion of a fubjedt of tLis kind, than a
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would be more forcible, his fimilies mcre apt
and ftriking ; and his ideas more accurate, and
better adapted to the occafion,

The commemoration of this eveat naturally
Ieads us to a confideration of the laudablé mo.
tives which operated to produceit; and toa
contemplation of the confequences refulting
from 1t,

In recurring to the years 1775 and 1776,
we fhall difcover the fituation of thefe States
(then colonies of Great Britain) to lave becn
the moft fingular, and, at the famc time, the
moft confuled, diftrated and perplexed, thas
can be imagined,

Or the one hand we beliold a nation pow.
erful and terrible ; fierce and warlike ; and re-

nowned 1n arms : A nation fluthed with her
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former repeated fuccefles in every quarter cf
the globe @ A nation, proud, haughty, overbear-
ing and infclent ; whofz funds and refources,
at that time, fecracd almolt inexhauitible, We
beheld ihis nation malking fundry oppreflive
and tyvanaical afts velative to trade and com-

werce, and the intornal goevernment of our
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gountry 3 contrary to every principle of law,
whether natural or civil ; and contrary to their
own avowed maxims : And enforcing an obedi.
ence to thefe laws, at the point of the {word,
with a mercenary and fanguinary army. We
Leheld them openly affluming to themfelves a
right to tax us in ali cafes whatfoever, without
our confent, and withcut the fhadow of a repre-
fentation from among us.

On the other hand, we found ourfelves, as
it were, undefignedly, but neceffarily, in a ftate
of atual hoftility againft this nation. We were
then a mere handful of people ; {fcattered over
a vaft extent of territory ; in a defencelefs ftate ;
without warlike accoutrements ; without any
regular force; without Generals experienced
in the field, or in the {cience of talics: And,
under fuch an accumulated load of embarrafi-
ments, almoft without courage to refift. We
knew not our refources, if we had any.

The repeated aggreflions and outrages upon
our rights and liberties, were, however, fuch as
inftantaneoufly, and as it were by a inock of
ele@ricity, to unite every American in heartily
execrating fuch meafures, and their projetors,
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Their firft momentary indignation was fuch os
to prompt them, inconfiderately, to oppofe torce
by force.  They had no oppertunity to reflect
upon tue confoquences which would probably
attend their hoftile and obfiinate condu&t. The
princinal leaders were, at that time, fcarful that
tae {pirit which then appearcd in eppofition to
the Brm{h would cventually end in a few in-

temperate {allies of momentary heat and paflion.

in thi; dreadiul fituaticn of things, what
fhall we do ¢ was the queltion, which every cne
afked, and which no cne could anfwer. Dele-
gates, however, met near the center, from each
cf the States, {cerminely by an intuitive impulfe,
to confult upon the ftatcof affairs 5 upon thelr
common interefts @ "Yo afcertain the fituation of
the colonies ; their refpelive difpofitions and
determinations.  Aithough they were without
conftitutional authority 3 without croandzation
without anv legiilative powers 3 without any
fupreme hcad or cxecutive oflicer 5 yet they
were under the neceflity of alluming power for
the good of the community.  T'his they did by
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the tacit and implicd conlent of the people.—
But their powers were not acknowlodsed at fo-

ragn courts 3 of courfe they could not enter
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upon foreign negociations. At that time we
were confidered in the eyes of all European na-

tions, as nothing more nor lefs than rebels.

Here then their embarrafiments increafed
upon them. Foreign alliances, at that time,
{cemad abfolutely indifpenfible. But the haugh-
ty potentates of Europe could not brook the
i:lea of condefcending to receive an ambaflador
from rebels ; and acknowledge him as fuch.

At this critical jun&ure it occurred to the
underftandings of the great pole-ftars of our re-
volution, that nothing fhort of an abfolute de-
ciaration of independence would be adequate
to the purpofe.  They faw that we were an
anonymous people ; without a head ; without
a conftituted frame of government ; without
organization ; without {fyftem or arrangement ;
without any compulfory or legiflative authority.
That we were a people defignated only by the
opprobrious epithet of rebels. That if we fhould
dcclare ourfelves independent 5 fhould eftablith
a form of government, and give to ourfelves a
name and charadter, we fhould put ourfelves in
a condition to be acknowledzed as an indepen-
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as fuch, they might be induced to receive an
embafly from us; and to treat with us upon
honorable terms ; and to relieve our neceflities.

But a declaration of independence, and a
total feparation from the mother country, i--
timidated fome by its beldnefs, novelty, and ap-
parent rafthnefs ; while it difuffeted others,
who entertained fanguine hopes of being one
day re-united in amity and concord with Great
Britain. Many able politicians, who before
that rime had performed confpicuous parts upon
the theatre of the great political conteft, with-
drew ; and either retired intc obfcarity or fled

to the Britith dominions.

But the meafure appeared fo indifpenfibly
neceffary to our fuccefs; and {o intimately con-
nefted with it, to thofe, whofe views were more
enlarged and extenfive, that nothing could
divert them from it, 'They perfilted, and glo-
rioufly perfifted, in then dJ.tnination.  Ac.-
cordingly, on the ever memorable Fourth of
July, in the year of our Lord {feventeen hun.
dred and feventy-fix, to the aflonifhment and
furprife of all Europe; to our immortal

honor and renown ; and to the glory and fulva-
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tion of thefe United States ; our dclegates, then
in Congrefs, had the magnanimity to declare
thefe United States, for ever after, free,fovereign

and Independent.

From this period the political afpet of
thinegs in America, was materially changed.
We then announced the ftature and form of a
nation by ourfelves. The opprobrious epithet
Rebel, was no longer an appropriate term to de-
fignate the American people,  From this mo-
ment we  chrained a rank and confideration
amony the nations of the carth.  We were no
longer efteemed the rebellious fubjetts of Great
Britain : but as a magnanimous people ftrug-
gling for liberty—tor our inlerent birth right ;
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ﬁruggdhg

in oppofiticn to tyrannical and un-
juft oppreflion: in oppofition to principles the
moft prepofterous and 2bfurd @ 1n oppofition
to men and meafures inftigated by the vileft mo-
tives ; in oppofition to men totally void of
preaciple, of humanity, and of cvery fpicics
of fllow fevling 5 men actuated by felf aggran-
dizement, or by a pertinacious determination
that the oppofition howevcrizircous and honer-
oblen thar vicws, ould not Leve their wills,
Lather of which are eqnally fniimous and de

toftahylo,
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The humanity of fome of the nations of Fu.
rope was on this occafion moved towards us.
They faw with a mixture of indignation and re-
gret, the then abjelt -ftate of the defencelefs
Colonies.  They faw, allo, the rapid ftrides
of Great Britain towards power and dominion.
They faw that if not checked in her progrefs fhe
would ere long gain too greatan afcendency in
the politics of Evrope: and that the balance
of power,{ubfifting among them, of which they

are ever jealous, might one day be overturned
and unhinged.

Under f{uch impreflions, they were induced
to acknowledge our Independence and to afiilt
us with their arms and refources. Lcuis XVi,
whofe motives were ever benevoleat, difinterelt-
ed, and of the purell kind,generoufly fteped for-
ward the foremoft ariong our friends and allies.
To thi: circumitance, we may perhaps, attri-
bute his final overthirow and deftruction.  Fox
France, by the alliance and connexion, caught

the flanie cf liberty.

Py the aid and afliftance of tlits Monarch
and our own relolution aud perlevernnce, we

voere enabled to withfland the ropowneld Loits
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of Britain ; and, finally, to overpower and dil.
comfit them. Yes, my fellow-citizens, it was
a vital wound we gave them—a wound which
never will be healed. Previous to the Ameri-
can war, Great Britain wasin her zenith. From
that period fhe may date her decline. 'The
vaft accumulated and accumulating debt, under
which fhe groans, will one day overwhelm her
government,

Let us now turn our attention to a contems

plation of the national felicity refulting from the
declaration of Independence.

Hitherto fortune has kept an upward
courfe with us, and we have been crowned with
wreaths of glory. The fun of happinefs has
fhone upon us in all the effulgence of meridian
fplendor.  Our Independence and feparation
from the contentious kingdom of Great Britain
has kept us free from concern in thofe bloody
wars, in which fhe has been almoft continually
involved.  We have even been fo far from {uf-
fering by them, that we have reaped the fruits of
her contentions.

A Tow momentary fqualls and tempefls have
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thickened over our heads ; and for a time worn
a threatening afpe&. But the gloom has again
been difpelled ; and the profpett brightened
before us : and in fome inftances, the damage
which we had {uftained, confiderably repaired.

We now, in this country, make our own
laws ; dire&t the expenditure of our own mon-
ey. Our governors and rulers are men of our
own choofing—men after our own hearts.
They are not avaricious, mercenary foreigners
—{ent here by a venal court and government,
to flezce and plunder for a feafon: then to re-
turn, laden with their ill-gotten wealth, to riot in
luxury and indolence.  Merit is not {upprefl-
ed ; but every where encouraged. Office and
preferment being within the reach of every one,
inipire our youth with a glorious and laudable
emulation ; and itimulate them o deeds of hz-
roffm and renown.  Literature and literary
inftitutions are not cramped by a mean jealoufy,
that the people may grow too wife and difcern.
ing ; infomuch as to be cnabled to difcover the
bale and undue mezans practifed to keep them
in fubjugation.  Literature is in this country

unreﬂrai:‘;ed; and not only unreftrained, bus
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wark of our fafety, freedom and Independence,
Our hufbandry, filheries, manufaflories and
colnmerce, are all free=—areall encouraged and
proteted. We are under no obligation to
Great Britain, for the privileges of exportation
or importation. We are our own mafters ;
our own managers ; our own proteftors. In
one word, we are a free people. We are not
flaves. |

To have a clearer idea of our own felicity,
we fhould compare ourfelves with other na-
tions ; and contemplate the world of mankind.
We fhould imagine ourfeives tranfported to
behold the kingdoms of Europe, Afia and Afri-
ca. There we might bchold fcenes of mifery
and wretchednefs.  There we might view the
abject, degraded, humilizting condition of the
great bulk of the human race. There we might
fee them driven to work and labor; to the
moft {fervile employments, like bealts of
burthen. While a few—a very few, reap the
fruits of their degradation and mifery ; and riot
wantonly in the fpoils of wealth and luxury.
They feem to confider themfclves as a fuperior
order of beings ; aad the people below them as

mere inftruments of {pure and oratification—as
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mete brutes:  In this abjed fituation, ate at
leaft nine tenths of our fellow-creatures. They
are by the policy of their governments, kept in
the moft profound ignorance of the dignity of
their natures 3 and of their own ftrength.

In this country the cale is far otherwife.
Our government is a government of laws, and
not of men. We areas the great God of Na-
ture defigned we fhould be, all equal. This
perhaps is almoft the only country in the world
in which this can be faid to be the cafe. No
one man here can claim a right tc domincer
over an other ; or to opprefs himin the leaft
degree. ILivery one is entitled to the fruits of
his labor ; and to a parucipation in the civil
government.  We have nc Lordfhips——no
unalienable hereditary eftates, confined folely to
the fupport of one individual, which, if equallv
diftributed among a thoufand families, would
be every way adequate to their fupport and
maintenance. There is no country on earth,
wherein happinefs is more abundant ; or more
equally diffufed throughout the whole commu-
nity. Is it poffible this could have been the cafe
if the diffolution of the connexion between this
vountry and Great Britain had net taken place?
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But the encoriums and 2ulogies pronounced

on the memorable event <t var Independence,

have been almoft innumerable. Poets, Hifiori-

ans and Orators, have not failed to affigr. it eva

ery advantage of which fo great an evert could

poflibly be produttive. They have largely por-

trayed, inthe moft lively and brilliant colors,

our delightful fituation in comparifon with the
{urrounding nations of the earth.

The American ear has not been callous and
inattentive to theirmelodious enchantirg ftrains.
But, prefuming fortune’s fickle gale will ever
continue to waft them onin the fame propitious
diretion, they have, perhaps, been too incon-
fiderately lulled into a ftate of eafe and uncon-
cern about their future welfare. Hitherto our

virtues have becn our prefervation.

But it is now high time to begin to look
forward with a prophetic eye upon the fhoals
and quickfands on which our happinels may
one day be wrecked. Is it poflible that the tide
of human affairs, any more than the tide of the
ocean, fhould continue to roll on in the fame
uniform courle of exaltation, without the figns
of depreflion ? Do we not find the fcales of na-

C
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tional grandeur and debafement alternately pre-
ponderating? And is not the period, with
wingcd hafte approaching, when all our fplen.-
dor and magnificence fhall be found declining
at a rapid rate.  Iliftory, which is a record ot
the experience of ages, will teach us, that the
glory and profperity of nations, as well as the
giory and profperity of individuals, is-altogether
tranfitory ; altogethier changeable.

May I not be permitted to hazard the cofijece
ture, that the feeds of corruption arc already
fown and rooted among us? If fo, the fnil is
fertile. They will fpring up and grow with in.
credible rapidity to the final overthrow and fub.
verfion of all our happinefs and freedom. Every
ftep which we fondly imagine to be one of thofe
huge, gigantic ftrides towards the zenith of
glory, may only advance us one ftep ncarer the

brink of deftrution.

Morals and religion are effential to the {up-
port and maintenatce of a republican govern.
ment.  Without virtue in the people, and vir-
tue in rulers, there can be no fuch thing us hap-
pinefsin the land.  Without the aid of religion,

ro impole folemunity vpon the cbligations of an
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oath, we can have no fecurity for the enjoyment
of private property or perfonal fafety,

Hence it i¢ the duty, and for the intereft
of every community, to preferve religon and
morality in all their purity and excellency.—
To this end, education and literary inftitu.
tions fhould be cherifhed and encouraged to the
utmolt of our abilsges ; infomuch that the whole
pation might be made {enfible that,

¢ Vice is a moalter of fuch frightful mein,
¢ As to be hated, needs but to be {een.”

Moft nations are anxious for the encourage-
ment of commerce. American politicans have
been extremely folicitious that fhe [hould pour,
in {welling torrents, all her baunties upon the
Columbian fhores. DBa¢ this is of doubtful con-
fequence, as it effclts the ftability, virtue and
ha: ninefs of a people. Commerce may intro-
duce the moft noxious bane that can etfeét the
commonwealth.

This country produces all the neceflaries of
life. We might live perfectly independent of
any other country in the world. Commerce
{upplics us with little elfe but the gaucy fuper
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- fluities of foreign climes. It however augments
our {plendor, our opulence and apparent gran.
deur. As it makes us rich it increafes pride
and vanity ; and makes us luxurious and indo.-
lent; and increafes the miferies of the poor ;
and pampers the vices and follies of the more
wealthy. |

As luxury and indolence gain ground in the
land, fo will vice, immorality and irreligion.
Wherever luxury and indolence prevail the
powers both of body and mind are debilitated
and weakened : every patriotic and manly vir-
tuc ftifled in the bud. Vigor and magnanimity,
fo neceffary to the ftrength and permanency
government, every where gives place to de.
grading delicacy and effeminacy. Liberty, in
fuch a ftate of things, is readily converted into
licentioufnefs. Diﬁigation, the rude nurfe and
parent of villains, together with lacivioufnefs

- and debauchery, will pervade the land.

?L

" Hence 2 moft defpicable multitude of cit-
izens will be formed.  Youths will be trained
up to imitate the vices of their parents.  The
facrednefs of the obligation of an oath, that ce-
ment of fociery, fet at nought and ridiculicd—m
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Religion will be banithed the land—The moa
ral turpitude of the molt flagrant ovirages cons |
filt in iheir dete@ion : and crimes of the moft
horrid nature, and of the deepeft die, peipetra-
ted without compunétion or remorfe. |
In fuch a{ociety there is no confidence to be
placed 1n any one.  All is diftruft and jealoufy.
The people can place no dependance upon their
rulers 3 nor the rulers upon the people. Every
citizen is reltlefs, ambiiious, intriguing jeal-
ous and afpiring. In fuch a ftate of things,
right reafoning is no more to be heard, thana
whifper in a whirlwind. < If fuch a people are
not foon made flaves, the courfe of nature is fuf-
pended in their favor and they are miraculo‘uﬂy
fafe.” |
Let us,for a moment,turn our attention to the
celebrated Roman Empire,whafe government,in
many refpelts,has been faid very nearly to refems
blz ours. It was, however, fuch as to raife the
Lmpire, from rude beginnings, to the higheft
pinacle of happinefs, grandeur and magnificence,
The fame of the Roman arms was fuch, in the
days of antiquity, as to ftrike the world with
dread. Sheis now, in her turn, fallen: and
remains a lafling monument of the fatal effeéts
refulting from opulence, indolence, luxury and



22

-

a general corruption of manners. Thefe extine
guifhed entirely that patrictic fire which had
glowed in the bofoms of her {fons with fuch em-
ulating ardor. She was finally overrun and

conquered by a fet of barbarians; whom fhe
had been accuftomed to fet at naught ; and to
conteran as a cowardly and daftardly race.

It was, however, with difiiculty that thefe
barbarians could finally perfuade themfclves of
the true ftate of Roman degeneracy. The
former impreflions, which they had, from for-
rowful experience;, received of her valor, were
pot eafily erafed.  And, although almoft as
numerous as the fands on the fea fhore; and,
although they came in fwelling torrents; vyet
- jt was gradually and by little and little that they
muftered refolution to venture into the heart of
the Empire.

Thus we find that this ftrangeft and moft
warlike nation, that ever was affailed by the all
ronquering hand of time, was unable long to
~withftand the fhock. And fhall we alonc expet
| jmmortality ? It s a maxim refpeéting the ve-
getable kingdom, and will hold good with ref-
pe& to almelt every thing elfe, that things fuci-.
den in their growth are equally fudden in their
decay. And fhall we, who have anfen at once
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from the depth of obfcurity, expe& fo ¢otinue
ferever ? Shall all the laws of impartial nature,
be abrogated and annulied merely on our ac-
count? Or, on the contrary, will not our de~
cline be as fudden as our growth: Depend
upon it we muft foon arrive at an ultimate pitch
—at which we may remain in a aubious unfet.
tled ftate for a feafon 5 but from which we muft
eventually experience an unavoidable decline.
The only refolutton we can take is to put the
evil day as far oft as poffible.

If we take a retrofpe&ive view of the king-
dom of England, from whom we derive our
phyfical and political birth, well may w cimagina
that ull national fplendor and magnificence muft
continually fluCtuate between the twd extremes, |
Great Britain has experienced her rife, her pro-
arefs, and 15 now feemingly on the verae of dif~
folution.  She originally {prung from a rude,
chaotic {tute of ignorance and barbarifm. She
has, 19 her turn, awed the kingdoms of Europe
with her prefence 3 rode triumphat on the broad
atlantic, the impericus miftrefs of the ocean;
and {clt immortal within herlelf. DBut, alas!
the profpeét widely differs. She now totters
and tremibles beneath a burthenfome and dan-

gerous load.  And is1a crcumitunces the moft
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trying to the magnanimity of her rulers—in cit-
cumftances which forebode inevitable downfali.

Let us, my Fellow Citizens, take warning
from thefe ftriking inftance of human mutabili-
ty 5 and mark critically the caufes which have
produced them ; that we may avoid and fhun
them. let usarxioufly guard and cherifh our
feminaries of learning as we would guard and
cherifh our liberty and independence.  And
may we never loote fight of the oracles of our
holy religion, nor be regardlefs of the morals
of the peopie. Let us ¢ mark fuch as caufe di-
vifior's and avoid them; and meddle not with
- Let ngt-the vi-
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fuch as are given to change.’

us towards.the government under which we lives
And, finally mav he whois diffatiched with the
government and ftate of happinefs in this covn.
try; compare ihem with that ol other nations;
with that of millions of his fellow-creatures,,
groaning under burthens of calamities too griev:
ous to be dwelt upon. .
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