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At ameeting of the Friesdly Society, July 4th, 1798,

Voted-—That Capt. Ephraim Smow, Col. Thomas Searret and David
Fales Efg. be a committee to wait on the Rev. Mr, Whittng, and in the
name of the Society to thank him for Lis lenfible, well-acapted and ani-
mated Addrefs, this day delivered to them, and to requeft a copy thereof
for the prels.

| Atteft, Samuel S. Wilde, Scc'ry pre rem.

w

To the Committee of the Society.

GenTLENEN,

It has ever been my fincere aim to cherith the interefts—cultivate the
efteem and friendthip-—and conform to the wifhes of my hrethren of the
““ Friendly Society ;” if they are plealed to think that giving typogra-
phical publicity to the addrefs I have had the honor, this day, to dehver to
them, will promote any falutary effe@, or if it will be a gratification to
them, 1 fhall not hefitate to fubmit the copy, fo politely requefted, with
all its imperfetions, to their difpofal and the cando: of the public.

I have the pleafure to be, Gentlemer,
Your’s and the Society’s friend and brother,

THURSTON WHITING.



O DA T I O K.
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Friexps, Berrnuren AD [Ferrow Crrizeys |

ET‘ is a dictate ofthe liaht of nature—a univerfal fentiment amongf
mankind, asappears trom the praltice of all nations and ages, by
fome public monuments, or franificant and fpeaking”™ actions, to recog-
nize interefting events of a public nature. and to dn this at {tated return-
ing periods ; and this prictee has veceived a fanction from heaven. The
Jews were enjoined to crlebrate the anmiverfary of their deliverance from
Pharaoh’s tvrannv, by the raichal feaft 5 and their narrowefcape trom the
fanguinary Ham.n’s perficy and cruchiy, by obferving the days ot purim.

It is very obvious that the proper obfervance ot a cuftom like this, is
calculated to excite and chertlh moral and rehgiouvs featiments, as well as,
in [ume inftances, to promote objeéts more purely pohtical.

On this jovous anmvetfary, dear to ail true Americans, we are invited
to commemorite the birth of American Empire.  To minds fraught with
patriotfm and ferfibilicy, it muit be a pleafing and inftructive talk, to take
a retrofpedlive view of thie carly fettlemnent of America, by our venerabie
anceftors, to invelligate thenr prinaples and motives, as well as their {uf-
ferings 1o the arduous enterprize—to mark the rapid progi -Is of popula-
tion—of agricuiture and commerce—of the arrs and fciences, and their
benehcial and enibelitthing ehieéts 1n this new world, and to retrace thofe
fignal and iaterefling {cenes, fome humiliating and afil«Gting, and others
brilhant and gloiious, which paved the way to, which accompanied, and
which have tucceeded tie tndependence of the United States.

The full development, and minute detail of thefe particulars, is the pro-
vince of the elabora:e hiftortais, The urmoft that the occafional declaim-
er can promife, or hope to do, is to Jefignate rthe great outlines, leadirg
traits, and moft prominent features of the interefting picture.

To this attempt, with diffidence, I now addrels myfelf——and ¢ while we

are muling” on our dear country’s palt {ufferings and daugers, and her
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preient growing importance and happinefs, ¢ may the fire burn"—may
the faered incente of devout and humble gratituds a‘cend from our im-
paflioned bofoms, to that freat Supreme ot Beings, and Sovereign Arbiter
of nations, who has ever ignahized himlelf as America’s friend, guardian
and benefattor; and mav this be accompanted with the flame of genuine
patriotifm—the love of hiberty—of republicanifm, and of every virtue nee-
ccffary to make republics orindividuals happy.

The origin and formation of the American naticn lie more diretly
ana completely under the eye, and within the grolip and comprehenfion
of the hifto:an and his reader, than thofe of any other natinn, whole an
nals have been written and preferved.  When we trace back thr hiftorics
of ancient Greece and Rome to their [ovrce, we {iand cur'cives Jofl 1n a
terra fncognita—in the regions of romance and table.  We are bewikiered
in the labynnths of Minos, and iind curfelves in the company «f preterna-
tural heroes and giants, of fatyrs and demigeds, of Theleus and Hercules,
of Romulus and Remus:  Thefe monftrous and vifionary beings had dif-
avpeared, and ‘ the age of chivalry was gone by,” b:eore the dilcovery
of / merica, by European navigators and adverturers ; which is but of
mo.iern date ; and hence the minutiz of our hiftory and chronology may
be exaltly . witained. The commencement ot permanent f[ettlements,
and the formation of colonies 'n North America, did not take place tih
after the revival of le v ning and rel gion on the European continent and
1its adjacent itlands. This revival, however, and the reformation conlequent
upon it, were but partial atthat period. In England they had thrown off
the fupremacy ot che Pope, and the tyranny of the hierarchy of Rome—
they had abolilbe 1 many of the idolatrous and fuperttitious rites and cer-
emonies ot that cusrupted church ; in fhort, they had reduced theexoirhi-
tan: tempor-: pcwer and jurildi€tion of the clergy and their courts, and re-
cover~t lome portion Hl peir aavil and religious rigits.  But, with all
thele happy improvements and acquifitions, they retained no fmall gor-
tion of that intoicrant, zunlcience-binding and perfecuting fpirit, for which
¢ Mother Church,” tor manv ages. had been {o famous, The d jnific:d
clergy of the efiab’ithed cnuich ot England were difpofed to treat thofe
that dufcnted trom them with but lit. - more indulgenace than the Catho-
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lics did the Heretics, as they termed the Reformers ; and fometimes car-
ried their zeal fo far as to burn their todies out of iove to their fouls.—
This was, efpecially, the temper nf the Englith court during the ::::hap-
py and odious reigns of the four Kings of the Stuart race—the tvo
Charles’s and the two James's—they were, at beft, but weak princes—pof-
{efled of arbitrary, defpotic principles of government—refined by their re-
ligious creed which they received irom Rome—and intoxicated with high
notions of prerogative, and ¢ the righ: divine of King s to govern wrong ;”
they were a'difgrace to the throne and an awful {courge o the kingdom.

The Diflenters, from whom the inhay**ants »f the Newengland ftates
in general derivttd their pedigree (and they may glory 1n thetr defcent)
were, at that time, ftigmatized, by their enemies, by the name of puri-
tans—a .J if ever there was a people, fince the more pure and prinutive
times of the gofpel, who deferved thatappellation, on accouat of their in.
cere and confcientious reg: .rd to the purity of chriftiandoctrine, difcipline,
worfhip and manners, it was that generation.

They and their puritanifm, however, weré to the laft degree odious and
offenfive to the high church Jacebite party, which then bore the {way in
governinent, and like th= haughty. hard-hecarted tyrant of Egypt and his
cruel tafk-malters towards their Hebrew vaflals, they ¢ evilly entreated
and dealt hardly with our fathers”—they perfecuted themfor righteoufnets
fake—they enacted laws and with rigor executed them, by which they
{tript the nonconformifts of their civil and religious rights and immuni-
ties, and {ubjelted them to every indignity . nd hardthip. Fines and
confifcations cf eftate were but a common lot amiong them—many were
confined to loathfome duugeons, t!ll a lingering death put a period to
their fufierings. By an execrable ed’&t, generally known by the name of
the « Teft A&,” 2000 diffenting minifters were ejeted from their pul-
pits and thetr livings in cneday. Thefe were a glorious band of chriftian
{foidiers—a noble army of “ynfeffors—ai.d among the number we may
reckon jeveral great and diftinguithed name-, which, together with their
pious -yruings, have been handed down to us, and wholc praile is, de-
fer—redly, 1n the American churches.

It was in thele di‘fmal]y dark aud penlous times, when to worfthip God,
B
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according to the diétates of their own confciences was a ftate crime-——
when their paltors were thrult into corners—and they delpoiled of every
thing moft dear and valuable on earth—when the arm of perfecuaon and
tyramny reigned, and threatened the total fubverfion of the glorious refor-
mation, {o happily atchieved, in the preceding ceutury—it was at fuch a
time, and under thele peculiar circumftances, that our forefathers firft me-
ditated a dereli€tion of their dear native land, and the feeking of an afylum
in the, then, unexplored and inhofpitable wilds of America. And in thele,
and other concurring circumftances, which attended the tranfplantation
of civilization. liberty and rehgion into this weltern hemilphere, we, as
chriftians, muft fee and acknowledge an overruling and wonder-working
providence. To prepare a refuge for the opprefled—a laft retreat tor
perfecuted religion and hiberty to flee to, providence had commiflioned
and condu&ed Chriftopner Columbus, Americus Velpucius, Scbattian
Cabot and others, to make dilcoveries of this new cnntineat, and has ever
fince been carrying on [ome great defligns here. The planting and nur-
turing a church bere, under the aulpices of freedom and good govern-
ment, has evidently been the peculiar objet of providential care and
agoodnefs. It is the cafe 1n fa&t, and faid to be agreeable to antient pre-
diftion, that empire and the arts and Iciences, which began in the ealt,
fhould travel welt ; and it is added, that on this continen:, under the fet-
ting {un, they fhould difplay their laft and higheft {plendor and glory ;
and as far as we can judge, from prefent appearances, the laft part ol the
prediftion is in train ot rapid fulfilment.

But, waving this, I would juft oblerve, that it was in the clofe of the
vear 1620 that the firlt fhip, freighted with emigrants deflined for fettlers,
arrived in the harbor of Plymouth, ia the now Commonwealth of Maf-
jachufetts.  They had a long and bhazardous paffage, and upon their ar-
rival, were worn down with fatigue and hardfhip. See, my friends, the
poar houfele(s families, the germe and famina gf the New- England {tates,
landed on a defert thore—a wafte, howling wildernefs before them, in-
habited only by favage beafts or ftill more lavage men—their provifions
{cantv, and a long cold winter before them. Many died before the return
of fpring by ficknels, brought on by want and fufferings, and thole that



7

) “

furvived {upported their precarious exifience, from day to day, by fhell-
fith which thev found neag the fhores.

It becownes us, the delcendants of thefe brave and enterprizing {uffer-
ers whoare * fed with the fineft of the wheat”—+* who eat the fat and
drink the fweet,” on this aulpicious day to look back to ¢ the dav of {mall
things,” and to remember what our fair inheritance coft our fathers.

It was are in the next fealon before any fupplies or nev: fettlers arrived
at the young ‘colony ; and for ten years following the fettlement lan-
guilhed or progrefied but flowly. But after that period, immigrations
more numerous and refpectable were annually received, and the bufinefs
of plantation was profccuted with vigor and fuccefs. Thefe exiled
apoftles of liherty and religion, animated by the idea that they were now
veyond the reach of tyranny’s vengeful arm, and with the protpeét ot bet-
ter day: before them, were induftrious from principle, and from motives
the moft intereting aud ftimulating to the human heart:  The forefls, an-
tient as the deluge, yielded to the laboring axe—they fubdued the rugged
foil—they planted them fields and gardens—:hey built them houfes and
towns—uand whereever they pitched their tents they ereted fynagogues
and alcars. for the worfhip of God, and the due celebration of the chrif-
tian my ficries.

Hence we fee, brethren, what were the principles and motives,-and
fome of the concurring providences of Aimighty God, which led the way
to the fettlement of this country. and laid the foundation of our rifing em-
pire.  Our tathers, at every hazard, planted religion—virtue—freedom
in the land. Thele they loved more than their lives—thele they cultivat-
=d, cherilbed and ftri¢tly guarded—and thele they tranfmitted, pure and
unimpaired, to their immediate defcendants : and now we, alter a few,
and but few, intervening generations, have rifen up in their ftead, and
catered upon the precious inheritance.

To be thank‘ul for our b iTings we mult be fenfible of their worth 2ad
the price they liave coft.  Fdr advocating and detending thofle principles
of civil and religious hiberty, which are the eftablithed creed of Americans,
and recognized by our civil confututions, how many ftatefmen and pat-

niots, like Hampden and Sidaey, have loft their heads on the marty ring
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block ! How many apoftles of our libertv and religion, both laity and
clergy, have died at the ftake ! and how manr in the field of battle?

~ O tyranny ! O defpotifm ! are thefe thy cruel dreadful rites ! thefle
thy miferable, tho’ refpetable viCtims! canft thow not be appeafed but
by {uch coftly facrifices ! | S )

O facred liberty ! dear as thou art to the human breaft, canft thou not
be purchafed but at fuch prodigious expence!
~ If we, my friends and fellow citizens, can depreciate and think' lightly
of thefe our birth-right bleflings, if we can neglet and abuls them, or trifie
them away, we fhow that we-form an'eftimate of them widely different
from that of the moft illuftrious perfonages the world ever praduced, and
¢ of whom the world was not worthy.” -

The copioufnefs and endearment of the fubje&t would detain me long-
er here, did not the fhortnefs of my time hurry me down the {fiream’of A-
merican hiftory to more recent tranfadtions and events, ;| © |

W hile the coloniesremainedin their infantile’'and weak fiate, and were une
able to rendertheir immenfe natural relources very produtive, theMother
Country, as we were proud and fond to fhile Great Britain, treated us with
fome appearance of juftice, and even'of friendfhip.  Tho' it can't be
wholly overlooked that the fame Jacobite party, which expelled our an.
ceftors from their inheritance and native homes; ftill kept up their reli-
gious {pleen and perfecuting fpirit againft them and their defcendants in
America, and at different periods, feveral blows were aimed at our religien
and liberty. As to commerce, our Britifh brethren cohfidered usas their
faCtors—their hunters—their fithermen—their lumberers— and 'anhually
fent over their fhips to receive all our exports.--they mwonopolized our
trade and the balance was always in their favor.--but they did not violent.
ly and direétly rob or plunder us. ) | -

The laft war in which America bore a part with Great Britain, againft
France, their then common enemy, and the feat of which, in its [aft ftages,
was on our continent, bro’t the military and commercial impaertange and
internal refources of this country more fully into view than ever before.
From that period we became an cbjeft of minifterial confideration and

fpeculation, We had indeed, till then, been kept in leading-firingy:
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but thefle fat light upon us—fuch was our deference and devotion to the
parent-ftate, we were willing to contribute our full proportion towards
the defence of the Empire: nay, to bear a part of the burden of wars in
which ambition and caprice, rather than juftice and {ound policy, involved
it.  But the Brinnth miniftry, not fatisfied with this, and with realizing all
the emoluments of ourcommerce, apprehending al{o, that as we approach-
ed to national manhood we might think of going alone without the help of
Jeading-ftrings, contrived and fabricated fhackles of iron and fetters cf
brafs, to impole upon us, and at length avowed their intention and their
right {0 to do, They declared, that ¢ the Parliament of Great-Britain
had a nght to make laws to bind the colonies in all cafes whatfoever ;"
which was equivalent to faying, that we had no exclufive rights or pro-
perty of our own ; but that they were fovereign lords of our foil and
mafters of our perfons and purfes. This doétrine, fo degrading and in-
fulting to every citizen of Ameriea, they attempted, both before and af-
ter its avowal, to carry into effe€t. - To this purpofe they had inftituted
{tamp duties and commiffioned ftamp mafters to collet them. The co-
lontes fo univerfally and violently revolted againft this daring and dire&
infringement upon their liberty and property, that, from motives of ftate-
prudence, the meafure, tho’ not the principle, was dropt—the Stamp A&
was repcaled, The next attempt to raife a revenue from us, without our
conlent, was by laying duties on tea, glafs, paper and other articlés of ne-
ceflary importation into America. The fame indignant {pirit, the fame
manly and {trenuous oppofition appeared againft this, as the former mea-
fure ; to overcome which,-and carry their darling poist, the junto of St.
James' tried every art and artifice which machievahian policy, or folly and
madnefs-could invent. They tampered with our Governments and en-

deavared to intimidate the governed. ‘FThey fent their boafted engines

of thunder and deftruction into our harbors, and ftationed their Dldiers in
our peacetul towns. The horrid fcene ol murder and carnage ditpiayed
in the ftreets of Bofton, on the evening of 1he 5t of March 1770, when
the ¢ Brntith blood- hounds,” were jet io-le ‘upon the unirmed and un-
offending inhabitants, mutt toi: ver 1 el e muindds of Americans with
horror at the idea of ftanding amiig. v 1 tine of veave, and teach them

C
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that when civil and municipal law is fubjet to the controul of the military
1t muft confticute the moft cdious and fearful defpotiim.

‘T'o divide and difunite the colonies, and by the example of one to
overawe and intimidate the reft, our then province of Maffachufetts was
fingled out as the peculiar obje<t of minifterial vengeance. The port of
Bofton was fhut up bv an at of Parliament, and blockaded by a naval
force ; and a few months after, that devoted town was invetted by anarm-
¢d force by land, and all communication with the country fufpended.

The efte@ of this cruel, pointed owerage againtt the obnoxious pro-
vince, inftead of dividing, was to unite the colonies, ‘¢ from Dan to Beer-
fheba.” From Georgia to the old province of Maine the T'ocfin was found-
ed—the alarm was fpread—one common fentiment, with few exceptiors,
pervaded the whole mals of the people—their interefts were deemad ore,
and the danger common—the maxim was adopted, “ By UNITING WE
STAND, BY DIVIDING WE FALL.

T'he expedient of a Congrefs of deputies, from all the diffcrent coloni=s,
to confult upon the moft prudent mealures to be taken, at that alarming
crifis, was wifely, and as it were, inftinlively fallen upon. It was wonder-
ful, and beyond expeétanion, that the people of fo many different colo-
nies, whofe local {icuations and 1nterefts, as alfo their governments, hab-
its and manners, were fo diverfe, fbould be led to form fo ftrict a union
and confederation, and this too without the fan&ton and coercion of
formal, eftablithed authority. |

T he language of the firft Congrefs was the faithful echo of that of the
hearts of all the brave and loyal, tho 1njured, fons of America, whom they
reprefented. They would then have deemed it unjuftifiable temerity to
have admitted the idea of detaching themfelves from the Britifh empire.
In the language of lhvaity and wounded affeétion, they proftrated the co-
lonies at the fort of a throne to which they had ever been wont to attach
theideas of wiliom, juftice and clemency.  To have condefcended low-
cr—to have afked for lefs than we du!, would have been unworthy and
unbecorng the chara&er of Briuth fubiects.  Indeed, we afked for nio
favor—ro roval born—bhut orly for the fecure enjovment of waut God
and nature, and the blood and tweer ot sur anccflors, had made unaiien-
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ably our own, and which, wicheut a crime, we could not part with, This
was denied us—our humble, loyal and dutiful remonltrances were treat-
ed with neglect and fcorn—we were {purned from the throne, and all ac.
cefs thereto barred azainft us,

Thus abandoned—-friendlefs and alone—unknown to the nations of
Furope—we were compelled to make our folemn appeal to the God of
piltice, and under him to the arbitrament of the {word.  Some of us can
1emember the opening ot the dreadful fcene at Lexington, on the 1gth of
April. 1776, The Rubicon was then pafled,and there was noreceding—all
hepe of accommodation vanithed with the fmoke of the firft gun that was
fired on that portentous day—there was no alternative left us, but either
tamely and daftardly to {urrender our deareft rights, or valorcufly to de-
fend them in the held. 1o our everlafling honor, as a people, we had
virtue and {pirit enough, in the face ot every difcouragement, to choole
the latter, and ¢ LisekTy OR DEATH became the motto of the Ameri-
can {taudard. W had {taked our ALL and muft ffand the hazard of
the die,

Nany interefting and tragical fcenes emn{ued—the mighty iffue, big
witi the fate of America, hid from the eyes of mortalg by the Impenetra-
ble curtain of futurity, hung in long and anxious fulpenfe ; and at fome
gloomy, diftrelstul- periods, the firmeft hearts of the irmelt Amernican
patriots felt fome mifgivii 3s, and trembled in anticipation of the awful,
dubious event.

The part:cular conjunture of time and of affairs at which we firft al-
fumed national exiftence and foveretgniy, demands, on this occafion, our
fpecial notice ard conflideration. 1t wasin 1776, and, as yoa well know,
on that day whote rronitious anniverfary we are now celebrating. No
nativnal affembly on cavih, not even the Amply@iones of Greece, or the
Senate of Rome. ever extibited a more auguft, majettic or affc&ing fpec-
tacle than did the rep:cicnrtitives of nafcent America, on that memorable
day. To b2 convisced or this, we need only recur to their perlonal fitua-
tion, and the fituation of then country, on that cntical, . vipg occufion,
Trey well xnew, that in cale o fatlure in the Ritehty con reit. then P -
ing, tLeir heals; as well as tortunes, mutt have paid the toitert to enrageat
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defpotiim. The afpet of our affairs inthe ficld was by no means flat-
tering.  Then no fuch prodigy as the furrender of a fimed Burgoyne or
Coranwallis, with their. vaunted, veteran armies, to an American {tandard,
had been feen ; on the contrary, we had met with {fome  difcouraging
checks—we had failed in our Canadian enterprize. The Britifh {leet and
army had evacuated Bolton, a few months before, only that they might
take a more advantageous poft, and ftrike a more {uccefsful blowin fome
‘ other part, and with that defign, were then hovering on our coafts, with
an augmented force. QOur army was diminifhing fafter, by the expira«
tion of enliftments, than it could be recruited by new levies, and our 1n-
teftine enemies, the tories, like the ominous raven, were croaking and
fereboding fwift perdition to the fons of liberty. o
The human charaéter, in the perfon of individuals, never appears to {o
cood advantage, as when rifing {uperior to thole difficuities and dilcour-
agements under which the generality of mankind fink, It is no uncom-
mmon merit far a centinel to maintaip his polt 1n a fecure fituation, where
there is no apprehenfion of affault or-eppofition: but to do this at the
point of the bayonet, with death 1n one cye and his duty in the other, ar-
cues the good foldier— the man of courage. The lukewarm and timid
thought and pronounced this, of all others, the moft improper and un.
fuitable crifis to fet up for independence. . But behold the patriotic Sen-
ators of America, on this day, 22 years ago, rifing fuperior to all the ad-
verfe fcenes and gloomy profpects which furrounded themfelves-or their
country ! They came forward with magnanimity and firmnefs, and dared,
in the face of the world, and in defiance of injurious, formidable Britain,
to allert their country’s violated rights—to declare ¢ That the American
Colonies,” which they reprelented, © were, and of right oqut to be, trec,
fovercign and independant States,” and in a folemn, religious manner,
commended their juft and bleeding caufe to Heaven’s interpotition and
care. ‘
The declaratory aét, which they then paficd and pub]_ilhe-d, s drawn up
in the ‘manly, becoming language of patriotiim and picty, and ought to
be engraven on the heart ot every American, and the names of its authors,
foremoft of which ftands our patriotic and amiable Hancock, ranlmit-

ted to lateft poftenty, with honour and applaule.
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We have not time to mark all the varied. fcenes and viciffitudes of a
long cight years.war to maintain this declaration—1t coft us an immenfe
profufion of our beft blood and treafure. But when we farvey the glo-
rious and extenfive objects {ecured to us, by an honorable peace, in con-
traft with what muft have been our abject and miferable fituation, in a re-
verle of events, we muft fill think it a cheap purchafe.

It has been charged upon man, as an odious appendage of his charac-
ter, that upon realizing a benefit, he is prone to forget the benefaétor, to-
' gether with the inftrument of conveying the benefit. I wifth the Amc-
rican people may never be liable to this imputation, in regard either to’
| ¢ the God of our fathers” or to thofe champions of liberty, who, under

him, were the chief inftruments in detending our rights, and fecuring our
t independence, during the courfe of the revolutionary war. Upon recol-

lection, what a long lift of able and enlightened ftatefmen and patriotic
foldiers rifes to view, who have feverally ated a noble and confpituous
part, either on the 8age of American politics, or the theatre of the Ame-
rican war. At the head of thislift ftands the illuftrious name of Wasng=’
1 ingToN, When we contemplate or peak of this great man, for he is but
i aman, we are to avonl every thing that favours of idolatry or adulation,

and if we do this we cannot well be extravagant in his eulogy. Is it ex-
| travagant to fay, that the pen of old Plutarch was never employed upon
1 a richer fubjet 2—is it extravagant to place 2 Wafhington’s merit above
| that of ‘the Alexanders and Celars of antiquity, thofe butchers of mankind,
or the Henrys and Fredericks—the Lewisesand Georges of modern
times ? or is It extravagant to fay, that it was referved far the honor of
America to difplay the moft finithed charaer, as a politician and hero,
in the prefent expiring century ?
# . Haw fortunate and happy was it for America that, when the was driven
2 to the dire r}cccﬂity' of recurring to arms in {elf dcfence, her eyeswere di-
4 rected to this accomplifhed Caprain, tocommand her armies and direct
@ the operations of the war ! and how kind was providence to us in pre-
& lerving his important life thro’ fo many hazardous campaigns! had he
i fallen in battle, or been betrayed into the hands of the enemy, as was at-
i tempted by the mfamgus Arnold, how would all America have groaned
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beneatn the firoke! what a damp would it have ftruck upon all our
hopes! how darkened our profpe@s! but he lived to fee the important
ftrogale crowned with complete fuccefs ; and then retired, refigning his
commiflion. with the fame modeftv, gracefulnefs and dignity, with which
he aceepted 1t, fince which ume, upon the adoption of the Federa! Con-
{titution, invited, and as it were comnpelled, by the total fuffrage of united
America, he prehded for eight (ucceflive years in our general government,
and his obliged fellow-citizens, and the tmpartial world, mult approve his
adminiftration as wife and prudent. Were it not invidious—and did I
not behold, in his fuccellor, great talents, difplayed with wildom, firmnefs
and moderation, in a critical, perplexed ftate of public affairs, I {hould
{av, that if any other man had had the conduting of the helm of the na-
tion, during the prefidency of Mr. Wathington, we had long belore this
time, been embroiled in the mad politics, and fhameful and delolating
wars ¢f Europe.

But 1n eulogizing this univerfal darling of his country,we are not to
overlook the merits of others: many fons of America have done worthily,
tno” he may have excelled them all.  The hoary Franklin, the American
Newton. here prefents to view—he was the ¢ fage Mentor” in our coun.
cils at home, and the able negociator abroad.  On this aufpicious day, we
hail the memories of a2 Montgomery, who bravely fell before the walls
ot Quebec—of a Warren, who nobly died, repelling the enemy, on
Buni.er's Flill— of the amiable Scammel, who died a martyr to the pcrﬁd;
and cruelty of a party of Britith foldiers—of a Mercer, who in the dif-
play of his heroilm met his {ate in the battle at Princetown—amd a long
Wit of Warriors who fealed their patriotifm with their blood.

Sosne, who furvived to behold their country in peacc an | libertv, have
fince died, in their peaceful beds, among whom a Green and a Putnam
are coniprcugus. '

A coodiy number of patriots and herags ftill live, the ornament and
ble(Minu of their country in peace, as they were its protetion and defence
inwar—even the poor worn out foldier; the private centinel, ought not to
be forgotten by us, on this occafion—it the ofhcers in an army arc the
head to govern and the eyes to dired, the foldiery are the hands to exe~
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cute the enterprize. They doubtlefs have their merit and claim a fhare
in the glory of at<hieving the independence of their country, and forry
I am, owing to an exhaufted treafury and want of public credit at the
clofe of the war, they have realized fo fmall a recompence for all their la-
bors and toils and {ufferings,

With the blefiing of peace, we were eftablithed in the exclufive, na-
tional right, and the quict poflfeflion, of a large extenfive territory, em-
bracing 1500 miles of [ea coaft, endued with fertility of {oil, falubrity of
air, healthinefs of climate, and as great abundance of ratural advantages
and fources of national wealth, as any empire the fun ever yet fhone
upon.

ch are a nation peculiarly favoured of indulgent and bountecus Hea«
ven, Weare happy in the beft ef governments—happy in our rulers—
happy in the pofiefiion ¢t cvery civil and religious blefling, and want no-
thing but virtue, icnfe and knowledge to make a uue appreciation of our
priveleges and a heart to improve them, to make us a great and refpeta-
ble nation.  Our growth and profperity, fince the adoption of the grneral
government, has been aftenifing, unprecedented and unparallelled in the
hiftory of the moft thrivirg natiuns, A merica, not long {ince, unt-nown
to the nations ¢n the old continert, or known only as a poor apnendage
r0 the Britilh empire, which, by monopolizing her trade, cramped her
growth and kegt her out of fizht, is now Lecome the mart of nations, and
her canvafs is unfurled, in all the known feas on the globe.

"T1s true our poliiical horizon, at prefent fulfers a partial eclipfle, our
commercial profperity 1s 1nterrupted, and our bappy national profpelts
obfcured, by a dark cloud which has, for fome time paft, been gathering
over our heads, from the coaft of France.

When we recollclt our palt conneltions with that nation—that they ef-
poufed our caule and befriended us in the day of our diftrefs— that they
fought by our [iles—that in their firft attempt to throw off the yoke of
unlimited monarchical defpotiim, and introduce republicaniim in its ftead,
they protelled to take their leflons from us, and to embark in the fame
caufe in which we had juft fucceeded—I fay, thefe things confidered, it
1s painful to animadvert on the prefent characters, and late condué, of
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the rulers of that diftracted, ill-fated nation.  But friend(hip and even pa-
ticnce and forbearance have their ltmits,

On the commeneement of the prefent European war, our government
wifely determined to take and maintain a neutral ftand, and has ever fince
ftuldied ftritly to oblerve the duties and reftriCtions peculiar to fuch ade-
licate fituation ; while at the fame time, it kept good faith and {ulfilled all
treaty-obligations to I‘rance, its Ally. But (his national juftice and pru-
dence not exatly cotnc: ling with the felfilh, ambitious views and ex-
orbitant expectadons of the rulers of France, and not being able, by fine/e
and intrigue, to controul our government, and bring us into their mea-
fures, they have licenfed, by one decree after another, founded on the
moft frivolous pretexts, and their privateers have committed the moft
wanton and unremitted depredations on our defencelels commerce, for
thefe 12 months paft, and have plundered our indultiious citizeas of
n.ore, pethaps, than g5 millions of property.

Repecated attempts at negociation, on the part of ocur Exccutive, with
a fincere view to an amicable compofition of exifting diffcrences, have
prov:d fruitlefs ; and we feem now to be juft on the eve of a war with that
infolent, imperious nation, which, fluthed with their career of fucceffes,
on the European continent, affumes to treat us with the utmoft indiffera

er.ceand difdain, as we:l as flagrant injuftice. .,
*  Nothing is more to be dreaded or deprecated, on this fide of the do-
minions ot the grim tyrant of hell, than fupreme power lodged in the
hands of fools or madmen, or, which is the {ame or {till worfe, of men who
ar* abandoned reprobates to religion, juftice, faith and every principle of
political and moral retitude—whofe ruling paffions are the love of domi-
nation and the love of jucre—who have the meanefs to *¢ fell the mighty.
meed of their large honors for {o much vile trath as might be gralped
thus’’ with their bloody fifts—and the unbluthing effrontery to infult the
cars and feelings of upright and dignified minifters of other nations, with
clamorous demands of douceurs and tribes, and to extort from unoffending
nations, if in their power, immenfe fums to furnifh their menes plaifirs, or
pocket-money—and who, with the Horfele.ch’s infatiable daughters, are
e\ crla(’[ing‘y crying givc, givc, 1’¢rgmf, l'argent. This 15 but part of the
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pnﬂraﬁt of an infamaus, dcfpotic, felf affumed oligarthy, who have the
lives, liberties and fortunes of 25 millions of their fellow creatures in
their hands--~hands, compared with which, Lady Macbeth's, or King
Richard the third’s are lily-white,

It is {ome relief to humanity’s feclings, when contemplating fuch an
odious and horrid tyranny, to refle& that it can be but of fhort duration ;
for its neceflary, dire€t tendency is to felf de@truflion. And while it
does laft, if we remain vnited and firm, and rally round the ftandard of in-
dependence, we have little to fear, either from its infidious arts, or open
injuries ¢ for {uch an union and firmnefs will be a fufficient fecurity againtt
the former, and Joined to vigorous exertion, would, in a great meafure,
indeimnify us againft the latter. A ftate of war, I know is a {erious calam-
ity—‘ pregnant” with infinitely more ¢ milchiefs” than a fair and equal
‘“ treaty” to prevent it. But when an agareffing power capricioufly in-

=

- terdits all diplomatic intercourfe and refules to treat, and yet perfilts in
- its aggrefliony, what are we to do ?

In fhort, France has already thrown the gauntlet.  No formal declara-
tion of war, by her rulers, could evince their vindictive fpirit or hoftile in-
tentions again{t us, more effeGually, than docs their late ard orefent
treatment of us.  And fhall we remain the tame, unrefifting vitims of
their injuftice and rapacity ? Shall Americans, who (o lately bled in frec-
dom’s caufe, and gained their independence at fo dear a rate, fufier them -
felves, fo foon, to be defpoiled of thefe bleflings, now ainoft pecuiiar to
themfelves, by French intrigues or Fiench violence 2 Forbid it. patriot -
1{mw—Forbid it, national dignity, honour and juft refentment— Forbud it,
areverence for the memary of our virtuous and patriotic anceftry —and
forbid it, a regard to unborn polterity. |

But I cheartully quit this uawelcome {ubjeét to conclude with fome ob-~
fervations on a more plealing theme, the importance of literature, which
my brethren of  The Friendly Society” have a right to expect from me
on this occafion. When we contcmp]ate the influence of literature, orn
the great fcale ‘Ofn&_t_ion_al pro{perity and political kapyinefs, how forcibly
;Eagr?cc;::é&gg?hoiéisiézlr;pol;anccdand uality firike us, from almoit every

ot * and modaecrn.  How gloomy the 1¢etrofpedt on

L



the nationsand ages before the birth of learning and the introduction of
the liberal arts ! A fhore life fpent i this age of light and refinement is
of more worth than Methulelah’s term of years in fuch an age and na-
tion. Confult hiftory, and 1t will invariably be founu that a {tate of favage,
'uncultivated nature, inltead of that peaceful, happy ftate, by fome roman-
tiCc writeis rcprcfcntcd,'is but a fcene of lawlels violence, or f abject and
wretched flavery. It will be found, moreover, that learning, liberty and
religion go hand in hand, Greece and Rome, fo refpettable, fo admured,
fo cclebrated in the annals of antiquity, became fo by cultivating learn-
ing. DBv this means they scquired a knowledge of the efiential rights ot
human nature—they learned the true dignity of man-—that heaven de-
figned him to be free~—and that life without liberty fcarcely deferved the
name of a tlcefling—and while they nurfed the mufes and preflerved thenr
virtue, they preferved their freedom and independence—their national ho-
nor and importance. '

The learning of the antients was in its zenith in the Auguftan age, about
the commencement of the chriftian era. From that period, 1t began 1ts de-
ciiie, which, tho’ gradual, ceafed not till it became total. At the coming
in of the fifth century, when the Goths and Vandals, and other barbarous
nations from the ¢ great northern hive” fwarmed and overfpread the ci-
vilixed world, learning might be faid to expire, and with it'expired almoft
every thing valuable in fociety and civil life. Liberty took its flight. Ty-
ranny, civil and ecclcfiaftical, lifted its hydra head and hiffed on every fide.
In chriftendom the prolpeé was piteous and gloomy. The lovely reli-
gion of the benevolent Jelus loft its native fimplicity and luftre, and be-
came involved in the darkelt fhades of error and fuperftition. This fair
daughter of licaven, difigured and ftript of her groper ornaments, ap-
peared with a four forbidding afpe& and in a foreign, unfeemly drefs. A
fad miilenium fucceeded—a thoufand years which make almoft a blank in
hiftory. A blank, did I fay ? No, tor the few miferable pages of *hc an-
naiitt are infcribed with the black accounts of the tragical effetts of the
rcizn of ignorance, bigotry and tyranny. o

[n thie 15th century, there began a fmall revival of learning, Europe,
which, ¢ra.luaily increafing, paved the way for the happy reiormatioq, 1n




pradi-r-ur-iey T, o e ek e - -

]
r T, F iy oy et T T Sl b g =

19

L TR

the next century.  Since that memorable ¢ocba the lamp of literature has
been thining brigater and brighter, untill this our day, and is, perhaps, ap-
proximating its high meridian. And what have been tne effects of this
glorious luminary ¢ The fogs and mifts, the illufions and fitions of error
have been difpelled before it—the Dagon of fuperflition has fallen before
the facred ark of genuine religion—tyranny has heen hurled from its
throne— perfecution has fhut its devouring jaws—lhberality of fentiment
and a {pirit of free enquiry have prevailed—and philanthropy, humanity,
candor and charity have been diffufed, and thed their benign and heaven-
ly influence on fociety.

" Perhaps America, at this day, exhibits the faireft picture of any coun-
try or nation under heaven, of the importance and happy influence ot li-
terature and fcience.  The Amencan people, collettively confidered, are,
beyond diipute, the beft educated anii the moft enlightened of any inthe
world, and our infant nation already exhibits many noble fpecimens ard
monuments of her genivs and intellectual refources.  Witnefs the many
valuable hiterary produltions of American growth, and the many u.cful
and embe!llithing improvements in the face of the country, which indicate
both genius and a public and enterpnizing {pi-it, and which have taken
place fince tle revolutior. Witnefs that important and happy revolution
ithedf, A Jels enlightened people wonld never have been fo jealous and
teracious of their Lbertics—I{o eagle-ey:d to have fpied out encroach-
ments upen them— nor been capable of making {o vigorous and manly,
and withal fo prudcnt, a ftand againtt encroachments.  Witnefs the hap-
py republican [v{tems of government which have taxen place 1a the re-
fpeClive ftares, and above all, the Federal Conftitution which is, undoubs-
ly, the br il palladium of Liberty and barrier againft its abule, of any fyftem
of human contrivance, and which, if we have virtue to {upport it, promil-
¢s to advance the refpectabiiity, ftabality and glory ot the American Em-
pire. as much bevond thofe of every other, as tins fyilem exceeds thetr
deteCtive, or lefs poriect ones. Hese the remark 1s obvicus. that the fame
honowledge, virtue and patriottan, which led the way o the freedum and
independerce of cur country, are eflential and indhipentanie to the pre-
feivaucn ot e lame. T he more ignorant the fubjects of def: otilm are,
the better, G lome accounto——peiier for the defpot—for e can rule

g
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them with lefs refiltance~better for the abje€t vaffals, for their chains
and fetters will fet the eaficr upon them. For my owa part, it T muft
have been doomed.a flave to fome imperious mafter, let me never have
known the {weets of liberty ; for knowing them, I muft have fighed aftet
them, and repined and fickened in their ablence.  But not fo with refpeét
to the (1Djelts of a free ftate and of a republican government.  The con
tnuatton of their freedom and happinefs depends upon the “continuation
of their knowledge and virtue—thefe muft be cherithed and diffufed by
proper Mmeans and inftitutions—by domeftic inftruttion—by fchools and
feminaries for defleminating the rudiments of knowledge—by colleges
and academics- for .promoting higher fcience—by honorary and pecu-
niary emiclaments as an encouragement and reward to inventive genius
and emtnence in fcicnce. It is of the lalt imporrance that the people a2
large, who bave, in 2 fenfe, the whole government in their own hzads,
{hould be well inftruted and virtuoufly inclined. The charaéter of thofe
eleCted to the office of rulers depends upon the information, character
and principles ot the eleftcss.

We are happy te obferve, that our civil fathers, well weighing this im-
portant principle, have paid very particular attention to the inierefts of Ii-
terature and religion. They have patronized and endowed colleges and
academies of different delcriptions, and made provifion for {choolsand
public teachers of morality and religion, in every town,

. We, who live in this remote part of the country, labor under foeme pe-
culiardifadvantages, in poiat of education. We are beginning a new
.country—taking farms out or the rough, uncultivated wildernefs, where
.to make any impreflion requires ex2rtion and affiduity. A great propor-
ticn of our time muft neeeflarily be devoted to making provifion for our
families. We can have but little opportunity for furnifbing our minds
wit!; knowledge, compared with people 1n a reverle of circumflances, and
even if we could find leifure for reading, wein general are unfurnifhed
.with books; and hence we fee the expediency and utility of {qcial and
circulating libraries. To me itappears {trange that this happy expedient
dkould have been fo long negle€ted, in this eaftern country. "t The
Friendly Society” was the Girft inltitution of the kind that took place in
this country ; and [ do not know but I might add, in the Diftrit of
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Maine—] felicitate you, my brethren, and myfelf, on the fucceflsit has
already obtatned and the prolpect of its enlargement, I am perfuaded
that it is a Jaudable and good inftutition and calculated to promote objeéts
highly interefting to us, cenfidered either in our individual capacities an@
domefli¢ connections, or as members ot civil and religious fociety. '
Perfonal happinefs and the end:arments of the domeftic circle are vaftly
heightened by the due culture of the mind, it {mooths the unfocial, forbid- -
ding roughnefles of human nature, improves and polilhes the human fa-
culties, and furnithes a capacity both for communicating and receiving in-
telleCtual entertainment.
Learning 1s religion’s favorite handmaid.. This zpplies even to the
higher kinds of fcience. ¢ Philofophy fuggefts motives to religion, and
religion adds pleafures to phtlofophy.” The {ame may be faid of all the
liberalarts. their objedt is the inveftigation of nature, and * to look thro’
nature up to nature’s God” is the ne plus ulira of all human refearches, the
rewarding crowning end. |

" When | confider the place I now ftand in, and the common religion of
which we make the profeffion, it cannot furely be deemed amifs to fuggeft
tht, thour {zveral fhitions and retative fituations, we thould difcharze the
duites relulting from them, and in particular difpizy all the virtues of
pitriotifm, from fublimer views, anl uitimately to more noble ends than,
the {ecuring any political or tzmnorary advaatages waatever, and in the
perulal of books, which providence has put into our hands, we ouaht 10
have fomething more 1mportant in view. than the gratifying a tranfenc
cutiofity, or a tafte for literary amufement. |

Qvur religion teacher us to confider our prelent exiftence as a ftate of
minority, of difcipline and probation, delizned to prepare us for our adulc

‘age in the next life, which is to be a lafting and uachangeable ftate, and
therefare that our true happinels, whichit is our wildom and duty to pur-
{ue, lies above and beyond this world,

Letus then my friends, fludy to reduce the moral fcience, and all our
rehgious knowledge, to prattice, aud feck after and attain that “wildom
whofe ways are ways of pleaflantnels and all whofe paths are peace,”—and
whole blefled influences and efrects thallextend bevond the ruin of thrones,
the downfall ol ciopires, and the ey uination of all pelitical exiftence in
this world, and «up oot and filace 12 heart forever, "
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