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AM, almoﬁ oyerpowered with embarraflment,

Never, beforc, had I fuch feelings as, at this mo-
ment, opprcfs me ! Already doI begin to wifh that
1 had declmcd a tatk, far, far abqve my abilities
~ to execute ! Yes,fuch is the partiality of my Fellow-
. szens, that I am called upon to deliver my fen.-
ments ona fubje& whxch might employ the copious
,gemus of a Ciciro, Or exerc1fc the rapid and im-
petuous eloquence of a Dzmos'ruwzs' |

TuoucH thefe conﬁderauons give me an almoft
unbounded title to your candor, yet many. acknowl-
edgements,andmuch gratitude,are due tothe fubjedt,
on which I have the honor to addrefs you. Sucha
fubjectt, as annmv,cannot faﬂ of animating eventhe | |
dulleft mind ! .It poffeffes a generofity and a noble.
nefs, which fteal fecretly upon the heart, and govern - i‘.
all its affe®ions, LiserTy, my Fellow-Citizens, is a
theme the moft engaging and fublime! It has‘wrapt
up philofophy in the nobleft contemplations, it |
has invigorated the eloquence of the orator, it has!
animated the fong of the poet, At the hol?r namc;f
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of beerty! the depreﬂ'cd and abjedt ﬁawe rifer uy
in awful rebellion againft his oppreflor..  His foul
acquires an elevation,from which it looks down with
abhorrence on a tame and fubmtﬁive {ervitude, He
is determmed to be free ! Linerry, the daughter of
Heaven,and the benefattrefs of mankindis the deity,
to which we, this day, offer up our devonon. Moft
emphaucally is the entitled to the worfh:p qf Ameri-
~cans! With a pride, gratcful as it is bccummg, they
recognize in her, the friend of virtue, and the fnend
" of their c«ountry “There is a charm. in her fmile as
. bewuchmg as the xnfplratxon of beauty ; there isa
f 'fubhmxty in her rage as terrlble as the wrath of Hea-
' ven! Unprovokcd by the affaults of defpoufm, fhe
'has thc meek#lefs of a lamb ; but when roufed by
oppreﬂion, her fury rcﬁs not till it has hurled a baf- |
/,nle into rums, or torn a tyrant from his throne !
Lmzmv hkc the favnour of men, has, too frequcnt-
| Qy, been fpurned by the rich, and defpifed by the
proud ! She has been dcmed by more than one Pe-
TeR ; fhe has bcen betrayed by more thanone JUDAS
| lee the bleﬁ'ed Mzssma of the chn{hans., fhe has
been crucxﬁed buncd and exalted into, Heaven !
- From ‘her celeftial refidence, fhe bahcld a great
‘and magnammous people ﬁrugglmg agamﬁ a foreign
| defpot, who called himfelf their King. Hereye glif-
tened with 1nd1gnat10n ; The mﬂantly ﬂew to their
relief ; and Americans were refcued from a bondage,
which would havc been both cruel and digraceful !

THAT we may the better appreciate the blef-
fings of our emancipation, let us, for a moment,
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cqntqmplate :he charafter of him, who was our foe ;

let s look i mto the heart of him, who meditated oug
flavegy ; let us analyze that pageant of a Kingdom,

(>EORGE THE TH.RD.

Dip he not call himfelf by cvery fairname, wh:chi*
~_hypocrily could invent, at a time too, when his mili-’
tary butchers were violating the moft facred obliga- |
tions of humamty ? Atatime when thofe more than.

bérbgrggqs were murdering our citizens, and dicﬁlmgl
our iuﬁgi_ns P Did he not call himfelf our father, at
a time when he was inftigating the fanguinary ge-
nius of the Tavages to new experiments of torture;
and devaftation ? Did he not keep up the impious

title of defender of the faztlz when our plains were |

reeking with the blood of our hcroes, and our vxl- ;

lages were made a burnt qﬂ'ermg to tyrapny ? Was |
not the art which made him g hypocme, fuggefied
~ by that puﬁllammlty which conftitutes a coward 2
'Was he not 3 villian through fear ; and did he not
fhrink from honefty, as a thxng fatal to his nature P

IF fuch be the chara&er of GroRrcE THE THIRD,in

what illuftricus knave fhall we look for his parallell ? |

Shall we find it in CALIGULA ? Hc, alas, was an ide-

f

|
|
|

ot! Theridiculous -.-.ttachmem,whxch he bore hishorfe, j

is a fufficient proof of the imbecility of his mind;

and his famous wifh that the Roman people had but :

one neck, is rather an evidence of his aver{ion from
“torture! Shall we find it in NEro ? He, indeed, was
a monfter ! But his mother was his greateft foe;

and the parricide whichhe committed was in defence

of his crown.




t
|

|
i

_ (6 )

" Ir, then, the dignified page of hiftory does not
furnifh a paraMel to GEORGE THE THIED, We ought to
difdain to gr aufy a, perhaps, fruitlefs curiofity, fince
we muft thereby ranfack the dark volumes ‘of New.
gate calle* ders, and bloody reglﬂers' It would be
an unenvxable taﬂ< indeed, to recount a long and a
black catalo vuc ofcoId murders and mxdmght aﬂ'afﬁq
nauonS' | o
- In refuﬁng to dwell, thus pubhcly, oh the partice.
nlar vxcesof Gnoncx: THE THIRD, let us beware how
we bur) in forgetfulnefs the inftruétive ﬁ:ory of out
wrongs. Let us beware of any mJuﬁxcc to the mem.
ory of thofe 1ntrep1d warnors, who made a wxlhng, |
facrxﬁce ofthelr fives in defence of their country
Let us chenfh, in eternal remembrance, the virtues
of WARREN,NIERCER, and Mo NTGOMERY ! Let the -
‘annual return of this day be dedicated to a kind of
po.htxcal facrament, in commemorauon of their mar-
tyrdom ! Let us bearin mind, that to forgtve nation-
al injurics is beyond the :mthorlty of mdlvxduals-
and that that man is, at beft but a eold pamot, wha
can tamely and patxently Iook back to thofe dreadful
davs of adverﬁty, when the nghts of his country
“were infulted by a mahcmus and deadly tyrant! =

IT is time that we turned our eyes from this hi-
deous piture of our old adverfarv ; itis time that
we fixed them upon a chara@er, bng,ht in every vir-
tue, and illuftrious in every great quahﬁcatlon. |
The charafter of W asuincroy is a fubjett rather of
fublime {peculation than exaét analyfis, It is eafier
coutemplated than defcribed, There is a fillnefs and
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& tranquility in refle@ion, finely adapted to the fur-
vey of his charafter. . At every examination of it,
new beauties rife to delight us, and new virtues rife
to infpire us, We look upon Wasuingroxn ashav-
been one of thofe extraordinary men, whofe great
‘and good qualities were examples of the hlghef’c
- perfettion of human nature. He feems to have uni-
ted in bimfelf the moft dlﬂmguxdwd excellenmes of
the moﬂ: dxftmgm{hed of heroes, without any of
their vices, or even weakneffes. Like Pomeey he
was valiant, yet like ALFRED he was wife. Like
HANNIBAL he was- enterpnfng, yet, like Fasius, he
“‘was prudent. ‘With refources lefs than thofe of Be-
x.rsARws,he accomphihed a greater fum of m&or),
than was atchieved by Arzxanptr ; and witha foe
more drcadful than CAESAR tz contend “with, he . s
ontﬁnpt a Cato in ﬁrmnefs and magnanimity ! Such
- was the man, who fhone the hero of our revolution! -
: ~ _Burit isnot in our own country, merely, that we
are to look for thofe who were its chammcms’ The |
juftice of our caufe, not only gave determination to |
our own-councils, and courage to our own armlcs,
but mﬁplred even diftant nations with fvmpath) ,
In France, a FAYETTE generouﬂy extended the band
of relief in a moment of difirefs. It was then that -
our hearts beat high with gratitude at the name of
Frenchmen. - The Gallic flag waved proudly on the
ocean, and her thunder bade defiance to the naval |
pirates of the world !
Even in England, the very dwelling place of
our foe, a Cuatuam exerted the whole cncrgies of
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a tiighty genfus in vindication of our rights: Iu
the midft of & parhament notormus for its vcnahty,
he delivered the fentiments of ajuft and independent
man. He difdained to flatter the wickednefs of an
execrable monarch. There wasa happy coincidence
between his + virtues as a man, and his wifdom as a
pohtman. ~ The areatnefs of his mind and the
éxcellence of his heart were, always, dxfplayed toge-
ther. He was a patnot, but he was, alfb, a philan-
throphlﬂ He loved his owd country, but he hkcwxfc
hberally extended hls regard through the whole cir-
cle of humanity: He beheld with almoft ¢ ftream-
“ ing eyes and 2 bleeding liart;” the dreadful accu-
muilation of wrongs that were heaped,; by his kmg,up

on a young, ahd almoft defencelefs people. He faw
their miferies and he complamed ! He faw theirvifto-
ries and he mumphed ! An unprintipled arid oppref-
five Houfe of Lords funk with fharde beneath the

majelty of his eloquence, 4nd a vicious and aban-
doneéd ariftottacy bluflied at the fublimity of that vir-
tue; which they liad neither the greatnefs nor the for-
titude to imitate. O, my countrymen ! this venera-
ble man remitted not his folicitude for your welfare
even amidft the diftraftions of difeale. He expof-
ed his life in difcharging his duty as a legiflator,and
¢ America,” was the laft word that trembled from his
lips! Would it not, then, be an eternal reproach to
your gratitude,to pafs by this day, without offering up
your praifesto the memory of this diftinguifhed bene-
faltor! Let us, then,con{ecrate his virtuesby infcrib-
ing them on our hearts; letus deify bis rame, by
affocxatmg it with that of Liperty !

e e ot S ey T2
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Havmc thus bcﬁowcd a momentary thought
~on the tumultuous time of our revolution, it may |
not be improper to take a glance at thofe peaceful |
“and happy fcenes which now gladden our country. ‘»
The dreadful confliét between a daftardly king and
an mfultcd nation is, now, atan end. The great
charter of our independence Has been {olemnly and
ofﬁcxally executed. The minions of St James'sno
Iongcr upbrazd out diftrefs with reproach, or our
prayers with butchery. They no longer din our
ears with a hue and cry about royal mercy, or crimes
agmﬁ majefly / No, my fellow citizens, we, now, ac-
knowledgeno royalty, but the royalty of our nation,
hio majefty, but the majefty of independence ! *‘

Oxct in four years we exercife the hlgheﬁ prero-
gative of our libérty, Itis.then that we reveal to the
world our deareft fentiment in the policy of our na-
tion. It is then that we place at the head of our gen-
eral government, the man, whofe virtues have en- |
throned him i in the hearts of his countrymien. '

It is not the leaft of the many pleafing confidera~ '
tions, afforded by this anniverfary, that the prefent
firft magiftrate of our nation poffeffes, in an eminent
degree, thofe great and ufeful talents, which fo hap-
pily qualify him for his arduous fituation. Todo
juftice to the charafter of Jerrerson would demand
a genius of noordinary {kill. There are in it, fome
fine lincaments, which would require many exquifite
touches of the pencil. He is remarkably diftin.
guifhed fora liberality of mind, which alone elevates
him above all competition.

R
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thildrefi are not driven from the inheritanece of their
fithers, to make way for one older ¢hild, whom for-
tune had brought 5¢fore thewt into the world.  Such
a felfifi dnd monopolizing fyflem may fuit the
unfeeling pridé of unbluthing arxﬁocracy, but it can
néver be endured ina ration of gerierous é’ndenhght-
ened freemen! No diﬁid&idns are made bétween the
two fexes,dnfhonorable to that,«which we emphatical-
’ ly term fair. Our law thews nota blind and ftu-
pid preference to the male heir in its difpenfation
of family efates. No, my fellow cifizens, we have
riot yet to ledrn, that the daughiter isasprecious to the
parent asthe fon; that the relation,in which the ftands
to him is as dcar, arind that the weaknefs and delicacy
of her fex, fo far from mvahdaung, rather confirms

her title fo jultice. g
In our criminal code we fee not the exercife of a

wicked and cruel invention ! The wheel ard the hut-
dic are inftruments unknown to our mild and humane
Tyftem. In all cafes, there is a due proportion be-
tween the crime and its punitfhment.  The agonies
of a dyingmalefaftor are never aggravated by a dread.-
ful fucceflion of Rtill different tortures ! ¢ The fins of-
fathers are not-vifited upon their children!” Such
favage inflitions are oppoféd to the beneficent genius
of our government. They partake of the nature of
revenge more than that of punifhment.

Wirn fuch conftitiutions, with fuch laws, is 1t
poflible that we can be politically unhappy ? Would
it ndt be ingratitude to complain 7 Would it not be
‘an atrocious.infult to the memory of our forcfathess ?
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fion. The human mind is every where faftapproach-
ing the majefty of intelligence. In this univerfal
progrefs of theintelle@, the rights of man become
more fenfibly felt and better underftood. That mon-
fier, which we call a Kinc, has already begun to be
| odious. Such a fantaftic and glittering nuifance
muft, therefore, foonbe extirpated from the face of
~the earth. The world will not much longer be de-
- luded by the glare of its diadem, or infulted by the
mockery of its purple! No, my fellow citizens: The
crown and the fceptre will, cre long, be numbered
among the relicks of antiquity. They will foon add
themfelves to the riches of the virtuofo; and be
valued only as the moft wonderful curiofities of
barbarifm!! - - v
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* He veferates the publxc fentzmcnt as a thing awful
ly facred ; as a thing, which ought never to be pro-
faned by government, under the artful pretext of
pumﬂung fedition. B

In religion, as in pplmce, we behold, in this
grcat man, the fame benignant, the fame charitable -
fpirit of toleratioh,  And where is the man, audlacx-'
ois enough to accufe this {pirit 7 Can we call our-
falves freemen, while our confciences are in ﬂavery P
Shall we not, rather, deprecate that perfecuting zeal .
whlch forbids the mind the privilege of thmkmg 3
which, in the violence of its fury, pafles femcnce of
condemnatwn on the nobleft faculty of man ; and
would fain excommunicate “his reafon? O, my
countrymen ! whai téem of mfamy would you apply_‘ |
to the facnleg;ous plunderer, who thould rob you of
the comferts of your religion! What ﬁghs ofanguifh
would efcapc you, at fight of your holy temples
proﬁmted by the profane hands of the Delﬁ and the
]ew' _How amiable would be,your diftrefs! ‘How

“magnanimous would be your indignation! Look,

then, into th= fecret of yourfelves! Confult the prldc
of your underftandings! Count over the rlches of
your hope! You will, thereby, learn what are the {uf-
fermgs of the Deift and the Jew, when the pride of
their underftandings is infulted ; when the riches of
their hope are deftroyed! |

Itis neceflary, for the happinefls of fociety, that
religionifis of every perfuafion fhould renounce thofe
rude incivilities {o difgraceful inany charaéter, but
more particularly fo, in that of the chriftian. For

him there 1s n(;apology. The holy being, whofe

Y
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example he profeffes to adore, wasa , perfeét model af
meeknefs and generofity. To him the paffion of
hatred was unknown. His pure and upnght foul
was never fhaded by a fingle cloud of mahgmty !
‘Why, then, fhould any of the difciples of this being
indulge themfelves in thofe ungracious difpofitions
{o dbhorrent to benevolence and their mafter! Shall
we not charg& bigotry with the caufe? O, my freinds,
i when once the mad and mercilefs tempcr of bxgotry
is let loofe upon the world, there is no crimé tod

high for its commiffion, there is no enormity toe ex-
iravagant for its praltice. For thie truth of this
affertion Iappeal to the authentic rééords of hiftory.
1 appeal to the abfurd perfccutlon of GALiLxo who
wascenfured, as a heretic, by a barbarous mﬁmﬁnom
__fet dvancing an aftronomical truth, T appea‘l to
‘the 3 relgn of the fecond THEODOSIUS, When a young |
and amiable woman was mhumanly murdered by 2
fet of pious ruffians, becaufe fhe wag attache& to the
religion of her fathers, I appeal to the celebrated
maffacre of St. BARTHOLOMEW, when an ocean of
blood, an ocean of human blood, was fhed to appeafc‘
the malice of the catholicks ! |
' Smcz, then, we have thefe dreadful exam-

ples before us, thh what vigilance ought we to
guard againft thofe prejudxccs which miflead, and
thofe paffions which defiroy. With what jealoufy
ought we to view that gloomy and mxfanthmplc
fpirit, which too often impofes 1tfclf upon the cre-

dulous for the true religion !
- Wiere I capable of drawing a pi&ure of religion,
I would form in my mind an imagg of perfe& puri-
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ty. Her eye fhouldbe ferene. Her attitude ihopld
pxprefs the backwardncfs and referve -of modefty.
Her rrght hand ﬂlould be eagerly extended in love
;owards her frlends ; her left hand {hould be gener-
oufly mclmed in charrty towards her enemies,
How different this from that dark and comfortlefr
fuperihtlon, which broods, with fullen mahgmty,
over the miferies of life ! The chara&er of . the one
3s full of ﬁmphcrty and benevolence ; the chara&er
of the othcr is full of affe@ation and hatred From
religion we have every thmg to hope from fuperfti-
tion we have every thing to fear! The oné will teach
~ usto overlook thofe little dxﬁ‘erences of opinion,the
~ exiftence of whrch puft be expe&ed among a great
people ; the other will embroil us in perpetual war.

fare. The one wxll conduét us with a Ready hand,
| through thq undeviatmg paths of truth ; the othcr-"l

will feduce us, with a giddy and mtoxrcated ﬁep,‘ N

tjhrough the tracklefs w1ldernefs of falfehoqd |

~ Buritis not the terrxble fury of fanaticifm,alone,
whrch we have to dread We have another fiend to
encounter, at’ whofe frantlck rage, humamty fhrmks
with confternation ! Let us colleét, then, the united
forces of our wifdom, and our virtue, to quell this
monﬁrous, this audacious fpmt of party ! This fpirit
leads, in the melancholy train of her ruin, thofe
eftimable vrrtues which. gwe a charm to..Socrety
She brandifhes a fcourge of living ferpents, whofe
very hifles deafen our reafon,but whofe fting is more
agomzmg than death ! In her rage for devaﬁauon,
fhe affails whatever is wonderful in genius, or digni-




“

ﬁed in wvirtue, It is t}us reftie(s and perniciouy ‘

‘harpy, who poifoned the felicity of the ancient vg-
publics, &nd, finally, triumpphed in their deﬂru&mnl

Greece feltthe plague of her faftions, and Rome felt'

the mxfchlefs of her fury! In the one, ARISTIDES,
thc juft, the patriotic, the amiable ARristipzs was

B marked out, a guiltlefs vxéhm of her ;abomination !

In the other, her peftiferous rage glutted itfelf upon
the brayve and memorable CamiLrus. In our own
country, fhe is, we hope, but a ftranger. We

~ have feen many marks of her {pleen, byt no menu-

ments of her defolation.  Let us, then, dijcourage

the }rﬁ efforts of her confidence, left the, hereafter,

aciu;re a boldnefs whxch may bc fatal to our
Liszrry! |

- THere is no antidote, pcrhaps,fo eﬁ'e&ual agamﬁ
thls mfolent fpirit of party as Rzason ! It is thofe

thoufand prejudxces which we imbibe frpmeducatmn .

or accident that obftru& ~our paffage to truth,
and which ,by perpetuating our ignorance, perpetuate
our folly ! While therefore, qur prejudices remain,
this fpirit of party will never forfake us. Letus
ghen, af in a manner, becoming the nobienefs of

our nature. Letus alt worthy of freemen, and
take reafon for.our guide. It wiil conduét us to

wifdom and to happinefs, It wiil bind us together
by a tie more dear, more honorablc, and morelafting, -

“than can beeffefted by the moft ingenious and, folemn
contraft upon parchment. 1t will relieve our minds

from thofe bufy and vexatious prejudices, which are
not only troublefome to ourfelves, but highly affen. |

__hvetofociety,
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" Was it not prejudice, which ﬂlarpencd the rage
of the two fations of York and Lancafier ? Reafon
) dxfdams to decide the claim of two kings, when bot b
are ufurpers! Was it not pr JUdlCC, which impelled
the crufaders to ‘the holy land ? Reafon would have
told"them, that confcience is not to be converted by
thie fword ‘and thatan all-mercxful being can never -
fmile ona murderer! Wasit not pre_;udlce,whxch,m
*lhe days of ecclefiaftical infolence, made the anathe-

ma of a Pork more terrible than the editof an em-
| perér? Reafon blufhes at fuch monftrous abfurdity !
Is it not prcjudlce, which, even in this day, fanfglﬁes
the pre{‘umptxon of kings, and almoft confecratey the
palaces and thrones of tyrants P Reafon dlfclalmg. “
fucb 1dc‘4try | | |

B Pm; JUDICE, my frlends, is both blmd and Obﬂla
nate. I lsmcapable of difcerning truth, and, there-
fore re_;t&s it. It worthips ancient follies, becaufe
they are ancient. It profcnbes modern 1mprove-'
ments, becaufe they are modern. But reafon, ever
‘temperate and ever free, examines for itfelf. It
fearches, after truth withnever-ceafing fohcuude. It
‘explores with a bold and difcriminating eye, thc ar-
| duous worksof philofophy, and the exquifite produc-
tions of genius. It approves whatever is juft, it ad-
mires whatever is beautiful, it reveres whatever is
facred, it condemns whatever is abfurd! Its judg-
ment is 6r‘iginally and eternally its own, and is
| never biaffed by the wavering temper of party.
| Where is there a guardian,then, fo vigilant, where a
guide {o faithful, where an inftru@refs {o intelligent
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- as reafon? It was this highly illumined faculty,
- which, once,lighted us through the dark winding
apat@s of a dreary revolution. It dire&ted us fafely

to this paradife of freedom, which we now enjoy,and |

which it may ftill enable us to preferve. |
- WniLe,we, thus, indulge ourfelves in a ftrain of
anxious and folemn admonition, ona fubje® fo im-
portant as that of reafon, let it be remembered that it
it is our privilege to boaft of the higheft monuments
of its perfeftion ! Our federal and ftate conftitutions
furnith its ampleft and brightet commentary! It is
in thefe, that we trace the veftiges of an uncorrupted
wifdom ! It is in thefe, that we perufe thofe fublime
leffons upon government, which might make the
proudeft monarch blufh! Itis in thefe, that we fee
ﬂthe rights of mandefinitively afferted ! To our rulers,’
 difcretionary poweris cautioufly and {paringly dele- |
gated,while the people are lefi free to elett them into |

office.

" No feudal oppre ffions mcumbcr thefc mmhty
charters of our L1sgrty ! We are not here childifhly
‘amufed with a vain and nonfenfical prattle about
p;‘ivileged orders! Such empty and unmeaning
words as Duke and CanpinaL find no place ip our
political'vocabulary. |
Our laws, the legitimate offspring of thefe confti-
tutions, {peak a language pure and plain as that of
their parents. They difdain to adopt thofe follies
and vices of ancient jurifprudence, which eriginated
in barbarifm.  The vile do&rine of primogeniture
_ is here exploded as a cruel abomination. Younger
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Would it not be an uncxampled impiety againft hea.-
ven? But thefe queftions are furely impertinent!
I am too well acquainted with the generofity of my

Countrymen to fuppofe them neceflary! Confider

them, if you pleafe, then, as the i Interrogatories of an

ardent and hafty imagination,
Were it poflible forustobe fo far forgetful of .

PN

our national and individual profperity as to indulge

ourfelves in difgraceful murmurs, it might be ufeful
to revicw not only thc ancient, tut alfo the recent
hiftory of Europe. A melancholy and repining

fpirit may there find an abundant fubje&t of gratifi- -
cation. Its indignation and its pity may there be
eternaHy excited! It may there behold the bloo- |

dy conflifts of ambition; theartful, the cowardly,
the infamous impofitions, which are praétifed upon
the weak and the ignorant clafles of mankind.

Sucw a review, however, might be unworthy this

joyful, this glorious occafion ! We ought not, if pof-
fible, to indulge, on this day, a fingle gloomy reflec-

tion. Every heart fhould beat with a high and noble

exultation! Let us, then,inflead of bewailing the dif>

trefles of our fellow beings, look forward, with an

cye of prophecy into futurity. Let usanticipate, i

benevolent imagination, thofe times of general felic-
ity, when human nature fhall affume its juft dignity
throughout the world, Americans claim the honor
of fetting an example which challenges univerf{al ad
miration ! This memorable example has not been

without its influence ; nor will it ceafe to do good,

whileafingle nation on the globe remains in oppref-
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