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ORATION, &ec.

ONCE more should we uing the song of glada
pess:  Once miore should we shout praises to the:
Most High, for again permitting us to witness the re.
turn of our Nutional Jubilce. |

fELLow CrTizENs AND FELLOW SoLD1ERS,

| IF, my Countrymen, we could soag
aleft, and extend our vision over our vast Republic,.
we should bchold our citizens flocking, on this joyous
occasion, to the temples dedicated to the solemn
worship of the Decity, and to hulls set apart for the
sacred distribution of justice, to pay that homage to
the dav, which its importance demands. Could we,
Irepeat, have our organs of hearing so refined, we
should at this moment have them assailed with the
presine scunds of martial music, the roar of cannon
aud the peal of bells; all combining with the tongues
o cloguence, to welcome the return of this gladsome
z.a. In every city, in every town, and in every
vilage of cur happy country, we should witness our
brethren, uniting 1n festive and rational mirth; seem-
ng for a while to forget their cares, ard each emu-
lous to cxcel in offering tokens of congratulation.
We are then, my fellow-citizens, assembled on
HO'trivial or common occasion, noi are we alonc in so-
doing.  Neither is this the first time you have met in
this place with the same object. From this sacred
deslf, from which you arc wont to hear the most ani-
Quting, profound and pathctic strains of cloquence..
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ou have dcfore been addressed ina manner calen.
itcd «~ make the blush of shame crimson my cheeks,
and my tongue to falter, in attempting to perform the
duty which has be-n assigned to me. Lookin
around, however, on my respectable audience, I be.
hold my brethren in arms, and others, who, I am
certain, will not listen with critics ears, to the few
observations which little leisure has permitted me to
throw together. They will receive with kindness,
what I shall offer with freedom ; and excuse, with
candor, all defects in the style or in the mattcr.

And, what is it that has brought us forth? We
are assembled to celebratc an ¢vent, which, in impor.
tance, has no equal in the historic annals of our coun.
tfy; an event which gavc a scal to our liberties, and
secured happincss to milliors.  The occasion of cur
assemblage 1s admirably calculated to smother all
political animosities; to drown the discordant voice
of party spirit; to smooth the brow of discontent; to
make us forget national enmities, and to compel usto
join in fervent acknowledgments to the God of our
}athers, for the great Lenetits which bave been be-
stowed on us. It is designed to bring to grateful
recollection, the period which was the commences
ment of our frcedom; and, that this frcedom, pros
claimed in language suited to the subject, was pur-
chased by the blood and treasurce of our fellow-citie
gens. It moreover mukes us tacitly acknowledge,
that we will watch over the liberty we have so nobly
won, and to defend thosc rights, which, purchased
at so high a price, are worth ary sacrifice.

In the zeal which our countrymen manifest to
commemorate this day, after four and thirty years
have rolled away, we have one of the best proofs,
that, as they forget not the origin of it, so they will
not cease to hold it in the same veneration, for counte
less years.

Need I detail to you the origin of it? Shall I'not
wantonly trespass on your time, if I narrate those
events, or those circumstances which gradually come
pelled the present United States to declare themselves
independent?  Should I not rather refer yon, youn§
men, to the tales of your sires, and to thc historic
Pages of our country; and yeu, my venerable heareu;‘
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to recur to the time when your memories will bring
fresh to your remembrance the events themselves.
''he emancipation of our country from a vile and
debasing state of political slavery, was an event, as
wonderful as it was unexpected. Not one circum-
stance alone, but a combination of circumstances,
gradually induced the then colonies of Britain to wean
themselves from their attachment to their mother
country, and ultimately te procluim their entire free-
dom. A maddening policy scemed to have infused
itself into the minds oi the English cabinet, and to
have influenced its parliament.  Inducced (by the
wisdom and eloquence of the illustrious Pitt, tlie uni-
form advocate of American rights) to repeal one act,
as obnoxious as it was impolitic, unjust and inexpedi-
ent, they yet enacted others, not less unconstitutonal,
or less calculated to fan into a flume, those embers
which else would have gradually died away. Strange
infatuation ! Monstrous absurdity !—"The deluded ca.
binet of Britain no longer heard the voice of Williom
Pitt. With an uccumulstion of years, and a burden
of disease, he huad rctired from public ofhice, with
disgust, and left his colleagues to pursue those mea.
sures, which disgraced themselves, and ultimately
yelieved us from our thraldom. Thus was deduced
good from cvil. .
Ere we, howcver, approach to that important time
which we hail as the birth day of our ireedom, let us
hastily scan a few more of the events which preced.
¢d it, in which the lawless and licentious power of @
parliament will be seen to have aimed deadly blows
atour best rights. ‘Fhe colonies, under the conside-
ration that they were not represented, never conceded
to the right of being taxed; and, therefore, with the
same spirit that compelled themn te remonsirate againgt
the stamp and mutiny acts, they were induced to op-
pose the duties imposed on tea, glass, paper, &c.—-
Certain restrictions on trade, were also laid, calculat-
ed still mcre to excite discontent and nurmuring.——
These things, engendered in the minds of mca who
forgot right and felt power, were aimed as wounds
to t!xe vital parts of our constitution; and to rivet the,
chains of servitude. But, the warning voice of free.
dom callcd the sons of America to awake from thege
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stumbers, or else to sleep the political sleep of death:
With the respect which was duc to the country,
which the colonics styled mother, they had petitioned
for a redress of wrongs; they had remonstrated
against the tyrannical and odious system of taxativn
but all was fruitless; and justicc to their childrey
compelled them to oppose, by force, what they could
not obtain by rcason and entrcaty. A sullen ear wag
even turned to the petition tothe king, and addresg
to the inhabitonts of Great-Britain and Ireland, on the
8:h of July, 1775. Could it then be expected, that
the Amcrican people would remain quict, under a
burden, which, trom wnfeeling and weak crueity,
had already increased to a weighi, that had almost de
stroyed the small portion ¢f frecdom which had been
spared to them 2 While yet bending under the load,
they made a vigorous effort, and saved their country
from degracation. ‘T'he people of America, in full
coagress assembied, had cxpressed their sentiments
in the bold lunguage of men detcrmined to maintain
their rights; but, as scon as the last obnoxious act
th.t was passed was announced to the colozics, oppos
sition became general, violent and determined.  ‘The
public mind w.s in a high state of cbuliition, and the
tumult was increased yct more, when a strong military
force was marched into the peaceable town ot Boston

The call of congress, immediatcly subsequent to
these measnres, evinceda the spirit of enthusiasth
which animazed the people; and the hinguage which
\. s respectabic bedy spoke, was the language of men,
who would not quietly wear the chuins which wert
forging for them.  All was vain.  Britain would ngt
rescind her uniwise and unjust measures, and Amerk
ca was determined to oppose them. 'The congress
of ’76 claim the great and distinguished honor of hav-
ing declared the independence of the then colonies,
and from the period of their so doing, the contest for
power vn the one side, and right on the other, he-
came fierce and animated.

I should unwarrantably encroach on your time,
my fellow-citizens, if I dctained you with a narrative of
the events of the revoiution which gave us liberty;
and I should i directly tax you with ignorance, if I
believed they were not strongly congraven on all yggu
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minds. The pens of historians have done ample jus-
tice to the subject ; and they have also, in fai.thful
Janguage, pourtrayed the churacters and bold achicves
ments of our countrymen, in the cause of freedum.
It would be pleasing, also, to devote a portion of the
resent time to eulogise the characters of men, who
erected a deathless portion of fame in their country’s
cause ; but this would lead me into an endless suba
ject. Let me merely remark, that the Anglo-Amerie
¢an revolution was not of a common or an ordinary
pature ; it was not of that nature which erst distracte
ed Rome, and alternately hurled from the seat of pow-
er, one individual, to make room for another, as the
force of an unthinking multitude was directed by the
ifluence of a lawless demagogue; it was not of that
kind, which stiil so oft jeopardises the livés of men,
who by it are raised to the dangerous clevation of the
throne in Turkey, and some of its dependencies:
It was not, my feilow-countrymen, like that revolu.
tion which closed the race of the Capets; which, foe
twenty years, has kept Europe in a state of agitation,
and which has overwhelmed some of its oldest govern.
ments, changed the whole face of the country, placed
kings, as by magic art, where none were before,
and ultimately terminated, by an obscure individual
usirping and maintaining, by a wonderful combina.
tion of circumstances and an assemblage of rare
qualifications, a power and authority at which kings
and emperors tremble.

Let me repeat : the revolution which placed the
United States in the rank of independent govern.
ments, was unlike any of those, and tie arms which
were boldly seized and boldly supported by cur foree
fathers, for their liberties, and the libertics of theig
children, were quictly laid down, when their object
was attaincd.  Like a band of brothers, who had
fought for a common prize, it was 1.0 sooner sccured,
than they returned to their homes to pursue their
peaceable occupations : the husbandman to his farm;
the artisan to his shop; and the merchant to his desk.

here was no contention for POWCI—10 strivings
for superiority. But, although independence was
dCquired, and the enemies of our country made to
&ﬂxe tolly of aiming to enslave a people determined
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to be free, it was necessary to organize a goverm
ment, else anarchy and wild misrule would haye
blasted all the fuir hopes of the votaries of freedonm,
Here, a new era opeas to our view. A whole people
quietly resigning one form of govern.aent to adop
another, more cfficient and more calculated %o pros
mote their happiness. If Europe gazed at our coup,
try, during the unequal contest for liberty with Great,
Britain, who was powerful in resources and old iy
arms, and wondcered to see her vanquished, she did
not behold with less admiration this novel and untried
experiment. It formed a new epoch in the annals of
our country. ‘The federal constitution was formed;
a wise compact, made to insure to each individual
his full portion of right and authority in the governs
ment for which Le fought, and which he aids to
matntain.

T'o that man, great above all other men, who
kad signalized himself, when a stripling, in saving the
remnait of an army from the tomahawks of a savage
foc; who had been a highly distinguished citizen iy
his own state, for many veurs; who had been sums
moned, by his country’s call, to hcad the army of the
sons of freedom; who had led it to conquest and re.
nuwn, overcoming all obstacles and surmounting all
difficulties, by a mutchless portion of intrepidity, prus
dence and vador—to that man, who, when be had
sccurely arrived at the goal for which he had started,
and peaceably retired 1o his beloved shade, was the
rcins of government offered.  "I'o Washington, my
countrymen-—let us pause at the sound of his name,
Peace to thy manes! Immortal founder of thy coun
try’sliberty! May the guardian geniuses of Columbia
Watch o’er thy grave ! May angels protect thy spk
rit, until the last great day, when this globe and
thousands of celestial worlds shall dissolve into thelr
original chuos. To Washington—let us weep
for his departure. To Washington—let us send up
fcrvent orisons to the most high and supreme Ruler
of the Universe, for having, in Lis beneficence, given
us such a man. To Washington, I say, who seeme
destired to perform great actions, and who did peré
form them, in a way unequalled by any other 1'ndl-“
vidual, was presented the first and most digni
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gation which a free people had in their power to. bes
qow. And, will the doubts of any, as to his mertting
mis distinguished preference, render 1t needful for
me to enquire, who was more worthy of it ; who was
os much so? To Greene, to Gates, to Waync, to .Ha..
milton, to all the others who partook with Washing.
wn the dangers ef the batttlc?, who s.hal_'cgl with him
the glory of a conqueror, without diminishing it, I
would ascribe due honor, and give them th'eu' Juss
rank in the page of history—I would have their meme
ories ft‘uuif;} cherished, and their services most grate.
fully acknowledged; but I would not place them in
competition with the actions of a man, who haq mod-.
estly, and void of all motives of interest to hl?l’l?ﬁ}f,
accepted an office as pre-eminent in responsibility
as it was In dignity, und who had steadily persevered
ima coursc of laborious action, until he had secured
frecdom to his native land. He who had been thought
most valiant aumong the brave, was also deemed most
sage among the wise.  Tohim, then, was assigned the
pesidential office; and he ushered from retirement
w0 tahe the helm of government.  He now embarked
onadangcrons, trackless ocean, hitherto 'unnavigated,
and conscquently unknown.  All s watchfulness,
allhis prudence, were called forth into full and con-
stant action, to avoid shoals and quicksands, to repel
counter-currents, and to resist the fury of storms and
tempests, which, anon, would have wrecked the barque
of state. The commencement was auspicious for the
close of the voyage. He selected from among the
nation, skilful pilots, and officers well versed in the
knowledge of things, cspecially belonging to the de.
partments assigtied to them.
Must I cali to your recollection what was effect.
¢d during ihe administration of WWashingtoa? Need
point out to you those leaves which were added to
the wreath which had already graced his brow ? Ever
viglant for his country’s safety, ever watchful for
¢t best interests, having nothing of self in all his
actions, he labored for her good with unwearied assie
uty, an unshaken firmness, and an unsullied in-
erty.  Firm as a rock, when dangers menaced
from ubroad, he bude defiance to threatening power,
ficd every snare, warded every blow aimed at our

B
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peace and independence, and he nobly asserted ard
maintained the rights of a free peopie.  “* His reputa
tion was now brilliant and spotless us the sun.  Epy

ftsclf did not dare to sully it, nor did a rivalship of
énter even into the wildest drcams of ambition. He
stood now on the very pinnacle of fame, with the
brightest rays of human glory plaving around him

and exhibiting him in majesty to an admiring wor%
Nothing more was wanting to complete his greatness,
Nothing more to fill up the measure of his earthly
wishes. To a future world alone, could he look for
& superiot standing in glory, for carth had nothing
$upcrior to offer.” .

Thus did our exalted citizen act, and thus he left
public emplevments for the * noiscless tenor” of g
rural life.  But, quitting the former for the latter, he;
Yike a parert who 1s parting withk a darling child, still
yearned for its future welfare; and, to the strong lane
guage of his actions, und the pure example of hig
life, he addad a rich legacy to his countrymen. Wil
X rot be pundoned for calliag your attention to nﬁ
of his monions? Wil you think it a sacrifice ¢
time, if yeu are detained while I offer you some of
those precepts which ought always io be rememben
ed; which we shouid feel a sacred duty to impress
on the minds of our children, as being most essemti
to our country’s weal?  In his valedictory address t
his countrymen, on retiring from tlie office to which
he had been unanimously re-elected, we have a pen
spicuity and force of language, cqualled only by the
plainness and force of the truths which it conveys.

Speaking of the basis of ofir political system, &
enrsisting in the right of the people to make
thange their constitutions of government, he yet warns
them against all *¢ associations, under whatever plaw
sible character, with the real design to direct, controh
counteract or awe the regular deliberation and actiod
of the constituted authorities, as destructive of thi
fandamental principle, and of fatal tendency.
serve to organize faction; to give it an artificial and
extraordinary force; to put ia the place of the dele:
gated will of the nation the will of a party, often 4
small but ariful and erterprizing minority of

sonununity : and, according o the alternate trmlﬁ
. a7}
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of different parties, to make thic public administra.
tion the mirror of the ill-concerted and incongruous
projects of faction, rather thun the organ of consistd
ent and wholesome plans, digested by comron count
¢ills, and modified by mutual interests.” '
* When our political siviour declured these truths,
is pen scems to have heen gnided by a prophetie
ﬁla; for, since then, my bicthren, have we not
seen Innovations in our constitution almost aﬁ'ectihls_
its vitality 3 and which, if repeted, would impain
still more, the energy of that systein which we cons
sider the bulwark of our libesty, the palladium of cut
rights 2 ¢ ‘I'he influence of the ¢ spirit <f party,” which
we l;avfjsecn stalking with hideous aspect and r'a.pi&_
stridcs, from ane cxtrame of the continent to the
other, he scems to have had apprehensions. How
felicitous would it have been for our country, if hig
salutary hints had been less disregarded.  We should
not, then, have witnessed those shameful distinctions
between men who have equally borne their share of
ilin dcfence of their Jiberties; and we should not
ve becen eye-witnesses and ear-witnesses of those
dissentions which have distracted our councils; of
thosc bickerings which too often have annihilated
some of the strongest ties of affection; which have,
intoo many instances, shaken the cenfidence of ouf
pwn citizens in the government of their choice,
and lesscned that respect for it which it should havé
with foreign nations!  These are a fow of the evild
consequent to the prevalence of a high sinte of party,
marepublican government. it is a spwit, which, ¥
well regulated, would probably prove siightly benes
Beial in some eases, even in a government of the peos
Pe; but, in ap aristocracy, no doubt is to be enters
tamed that it has a wholesome tendency. . 1
“This spirit,” says the immortal Wachington,
¥hen he left his country in a high and uneqyalled stitd
of prosperity, ¢ unfortunately,. is inseparable from
Qur mature, having its root in the strgngest passions,
ofthe humun mind. It exists under different sh.pes
null governments, more or less stifled, controled or
Fpressed ; but, in those of the popular form, it is

”~

Sen in its greatest rankness, and is truly their wordt
Gemyv, ¢ ’ *
[
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¢« The alternate domination of one faction oy,
drother, sharpened by the spirit of revenge natur,
to party dissen‘ions, which, in different ages ypg
countries, has perpetrated the most horrid enormities
is itself a frightful despotism. But this leads, o
length, to a more formal and permanent despotism,
The disorders and miseries which resul, gradually
incline the minds of men to seck security and re.
pose in the absolute power ot an individual; and, soon.
er or later, the chief of some prevailing faction, more
able or more frrtunate than his compctitors, turns thig:
disposition to the purposes of his own elevation o
the ruins of public liberty.

“ Without lookimg forward to an extremity of
this kind (which, nevertheless, ought not tobe entirely
out of sigcht) the common and continual mischiefs of
the spir't of partv are sufficient to make it the interest
and duty of » wise people to discourage and restrain it,

“ Tt serves always to distract the public councils
and enfeeble the publjc administration. It agitates
the community with ill-founded jealousies dnd fale
alarms; kindles the animosity of one part against ano-
ther ; foments, occasionally, riot and insurrection:
It onens the door to foreign influence and corruption,
which find a facilitated access to the government
jt<elf, through the channels of party passions.  Thus
the policv and the will of one country are subjected to
the policv and will of another.

“ Th-re is an opinion, that parties, in free coun.
tries, are useful checks upon the administration of the

overnment, and serve to keep alive the spirit of ki
ﬁerty. This, within certain limits, is probably true;
and, in governments of & monarchieal cast, patriotism
may look with indulgence, if not -vith favor, uponthe
spirit of party. But, in those of the popular chifat.
ter, in governmeuts purely elective, it is a spirit not
to be encouraged. From their natural tendency, ¥
is certain there will be always enough of that sprf
for every salutary purposc; and there being com
stant danger of excess, the effort ought to be, by force
of public opinion, to mitigate and assuage it—a i
not to be quenched; it demands a uniform vigilance
to prevent its bursting into a flame, lest, instead®
®arming, it should consume.” .

Lo
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While T apologise for encroaching on your time,
by presenting you with extracts, which, probably, all
who are prescat distinctly recollect, 1 would yet
add, that, were it customary on ti]is momentous
day (after offcring to the throne of Supreme Majesty,
fervent acknowledgements for our manifold blessings
~our free, peaccful, happy and prosperous state)
merely to read the declaration of independence, in
which the rights of frecemen are so nobiy tdvecated
and, to close with < that bricf, but immortal work,”
the Farcwel Address of  Washingtor—*¢ a woh(
which should form the political crecd of cvery Ame.
rican, and which future ages will venerate as a mon.
ument of the purest patriotism, and the soundest wis-
dom,” in which the mode of preserving those rights
is so well defined-——we should, perhaps, render ninre
essential scrvice to our country, than by pursuing the
hard-trodden path, in which every object has beem
clearly rccognized, and every subject carefully exe
amined. .

- With this lengthy digression, perhaps, T ought aly
ruptly to close ; for that sense of incompetency to the
task | huve undertaken, which had impressed mg
from the first, influences me yet more as 1 pioceed. -

You have had a concise detail of the causes ard
events which led to the dismemberment of the Uni.
tedStates. You have had a very distaut view, in {aint
~colors, of the revolution, which, with an inauspicicus
cormimencement, and dubious progression, had a most
illustrious termination.  You have seen what no othey
nation ever saw, three millions of people peaccably
femaining under forms of government created in times
of great peril, and little l=isure for maturing them—
and you have secn, what is greatly more worthy of
Bdmiration, this same people resigning all govern.
ment, rcturning to primeval democracy, and then
conceding to a ncw system, more wise, more cohcor.
dant, more efficicnt, and more applicable to the state
of existing times and circurastances.

These phenomena have been presented to us:
-and, in addition, wc have all seen a yet greater won.
der, Gur country in peace for nearly thirty years, and,
-Buring this tine, pushing on to greatness with a celeris
'ty and suceess hitherto unequalled,



. Attributing, asIdo, sc much to the administration
of Washington, for the prosperous condition of oug
happy country, must I say nothing on that of Mr. Jef.
ferson, the ““man of the people ?” Would silence here
become me? Admitting that his deeds are the strong,
est proofs of the faithful manner in which he has dis.
churged the momentous duties assigned to him b
his couutry’s voice; that his counscls best bespea{
his wisdom; and his voluntary resignation of the
power delegated to him, the most unequivecal proofy
of his disinterestedness and patriotism ; still, to be
entirely mute, after what has been szid, would be in.
direct censure. Far removed be this from my mind,
Noth'ng less cou!d be expected, when Le whose
fllumined mind could pen a “ Declaration of Inde.
pendence,” took the chair of state, than much revik
g and great censure, from that portion of the peos
le who had before been in the mujority. He had
smmediately succeeded to an administration in whick
errors, perhaps, rather of the head than of the heart,
&:+d been committed, and which consequently require
#d correction. Few individuals are disposed ta ag
¥nowledge the commission of faults; and if assented
to, are stiil lcss walling to yield to chastisement. Neegd
we then be .astonished, that in the measures adopted
by Mr. Jefferson, the federalists perceived an hostili«
‘ty to their views; and need I ask you, my hearers,
if this hostility was favorable or unfavorable to the
principles of republicanism 2 Ought the federalisie
“to complain for a kind of proscription which became
"essential for the sccurity of the most valuable privi
leges, and which proscription liad ‘becn pursued by
~themselves, and the predecessor of Mr. Jeffersond
Will a liberal spirit permit them to murmur. -
"The administration of this highly distinguishe
and enlightencd citizea was during a time W.
tried his soul.” o
In the unbridled spirit of licentious warfape whidh
governed the two great contending powers of Europé
each looked with a jealous eye towards America}
each, in the malicious hope of injuring his enemy),
aimed wounds at an anoffending and innocent new
You reed not be informed what England has dox3#
and what Irance has done. I need ot repeat to Y“‘

L]



—————— PR — -_—— - —

the words of the ¢ Orders in Council or the Berlin
and Milun Decrees.””  You know their odiousness,
and you are satisfied of their undisguised hostility
1o our best commercial privileges. The situation of
our aff 1irs, in consequence of these arbitrary  imposis
tions, became perplexed. It was to us entirely novel,
The measures adopted by our country to guard
against their fatal eftects were such as could be dic.
tated by the wisdom of the nation; and if they bave
failed, we should. with as little justice, censure Mr.
Jeflerson, as we shauld that physician, who should
rescribe, without success, for a disease of unknown
character and disguised features. We will admit the
embargo to have been an *“ anceps remedium,” but
it was the best which sound judgment and pre-emid
pent wisdom could dictate. We will admit, also,
that some evils and many inconveniences were the
sttendants of it. Such were inevitable; and, for the
good of the whole body-politic, it was totally unae
voideble, if some of the members suffered. This
measure of our government was a wise one, and well
adipted to repel the injuries offered to our commerce.
Iwill hazard the assertion, that if it had been as rigidé
ly observed, which, as a law of the land, it should
lave been, the object in view would have been more
certainly attained. But what is justice without a
faithful administration of it? An unmeaning sound.
What are laws, unless duly honored and observed ?
Useless trash—Dbagatclles—trifles, 1 dare repeat,
that if there had bren no men inour country base
enough, to barter their faith and good name for sordid
lucre, the embargo would not have continued for a
period mnequalled in the history of any conmimercial
stite.  But such were to be found, even in our couns
iy, free ubove all others.  Yes, such men, ina gove
trment of unequalled mildness, where no restrictions
are placed ugon their conduct or actions, but those
which ave absolutely requisite for the security of the
body-poiitic, have wantonly and wickedly infracted 3
kw intended for their good. For such men, pity
would be urdeserved.  ‘They have disgroced the
hame of Amerieans ; thew have forfcited all theip
Claims to friendship or prowetion, from the governs
ment .und?:' which they once lived, and erjoy(d

s -
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best privileges of freemen. Traitors to their country,
they have become exiles to a foreign land. Shame {"
Shame! Misguided, dcluded men !—What have yoy
not done? Forsaken the land of your fathers; the
land in which you drew the first breath of life ; where
you pussed so merrily the days of your youth, and the
period of manhood. Forsakenall these ! und for wharp
Yes soy, miserable men, for what have you yielded
all these blessings? Fora little wealth, do you reply 3
But ask vour consciences bow much you have lost,
W hile rioting with the riches so dishonorably acquir.
ed, is this ficalty aslecp? s the moral sense deaden.
ed ? Has your sensibility become abrogated 2 When
rolling in your charriots, reflect for a moment how
these have been purchased, and at what a sacrifice.
And when you hear it said in derision, * Sce, see,
that man has basely trampled on the laws of his coun.
try; was an embargo breaker;” let guilty shame be
marked in your countenance. Think not, my quon.
dam countrymen, that you will remain unknown; and
shink not that your ill.gotten stores will satisfy t?
cravings of a guilty mind. ‘They will not purchasd’
shat peace which is more valuable than gold, nor wil
they ensure that respect, which, with poverty inares
ublic like our’s, is preferablc to your’s. Policy may
induce to love treason, but traitors ever will be hat

| To return—Permit mc barely to notice a trans
action, which will be particularly distinguished in
our diplomatic records. I allude to the arrangement
entered into with Mr. Erskine, in good faith and with-
the most honarable intentions on the part of our gove’
ernment.

The conduct of Mr. Madison, on this occasion,
merits high commendation ; it ¢vinced a sincerity
and willingness to ineet propasitions, which the injure
ed honor of our count: demanded ; and it also evince.,
ed a full confidence ii: the diplomatic agent. Who
would kave expected deception in such a case? Yet,
there was gross, sbominable dccepiion; such as has
reflected disgrace on the British cabinct, and will long
be a warning to us, to enter with caution into arranges:
ments, where the rights of o penple may be cndagr
gered. ' -
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The measure unwillingly resorted to by our gov.
emment, as the result of this novel business, was one of
necessity, and just retaliation. I will not disguise, on
this occasion, a sentiment which is, notwithstanding,
in harmony with this measure. A Fortion of the
community has suffered much from the restrictions
on commerce; and the suflerings have not been al.
together confined to those immediately concerned in
it As links of the same chain, the hardy and indus-
mious cultivators of the soil have borne a part, and
they have borne it without rnurmuring ; ot, if the voice
of discontent has occasionally been heard, it was im.
mediatcly stificd by the plaudits of patriotism and the
shouts of approbation.

For such a rapid and imperfect view of recent
occurrences, perhaps, I ought to apologize. If my
stock of information would allow it, my respect for
ou will not suffer me to dwell longer on them, and
imust close with a few reflections, for which I crave
your paticnces. o |
~ For what, lct me ask you, did we contend with
Britain, at a time when opposition was deemed mad.
ness, even by some whose sentiments were in unison
with the active supporters of it? For what did the
vzlorous sons of New-England rush from their farm.
i';ards and their fields at Lexington, at a time when

ritish myrmidons corimenced the work of destruc-
ton? For what did the blood of cur fathers so free-
ly flow at Breed’s Hill ; and for what did your War.
ren there expire ? For what, I repeat, did we support
awar for eight years, under dificulties and opposed
circumstances which were discouraging and ap.
palling? Were these sacrifices, and all our privations,
to gain nothing or a something? Were they to grati.
fy the pride and ambition of an individual, or a set of
men? Was it in revenge for some trifling imaginary
orreal insult or injury; or was it, my brethren, for
the sake of conquest ? No, no: very different mo-
tives prompted the Americans to forsake the Joom
ud the shuttle ; to leave their fields and their shops ;
beonvert their plough-shares into swords, and to
8te to the battle.  Warmed by the pure flame of
berty, which crst had been smothered, they bade
hrewell to their homes, and to all that was dear to
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them by the ties of nature or affection, to free thep
country from lawless oppression; to secure a rich
ivheritance ro posterity, or else to perish in the cop.
flict. They fought notin vain.  They rescued oyr
and from oppression, and we became an independent
people.  ‘The United States assumed that rank among
the nations of the earth, to which they were in Justice
entitled, and thenceforward new avenues of comfort
were opencd to them.

Our government, unlixe many of the old
world, which have their basis in conquest, is founded
in reason, and in the unshackled choice of the whole
people. "Our federal constitution is onc of the most
perfect sacial compacts of which the science of legis.
lation can beast. It is intended, and does provide,
for the political security and happiness of every indi.
viduaal; and, while providing these blessings for its
own citizens, they are freely offered, * without money
and without price,” to the distressed and oppressed
of other countries. It has relieved religion from the
zhackles of superstition; and rational toleration now

permits each and every one to worship his God in his
own way, undisturbed and unrestrained. Under a
lewislution so wise and so lenient, how rapidly have
the United States encreased in ridhes, in population,
and in comforts.  1Vith some slight ¢ xceptions, how
have they escaped the warring animosities of the con-
tending powers of Furope ; and while the latter have
been immolating all that was precious to their sub-
yects on the altars of licentious ambition, the former
have been pursuing, quictly, “the noiseless tcnorti
their way ;™ yet advancing to wealth, to power, and to
the atainment of every thing in which truly consists
the greatness of a nation. It would be pleasing here
to place before you a comparative statement of our
present situation, with that which the peace of '83
feft us in; or cven thut in which we were at the ad?P};
tion of the ‘eGeral constitution.  "I'hc progress whic
has been made in population ; in intellectual improve. .
ments ; m agriculture and in commerce; bafﬁcs
description, and challenzes a comparison with the
history of any ancient or modern nation. And aré
not these woith prer  ving? Ought we not to bow, 1
Liumble adoration to the Great Dispenser of all go
e
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jor having placed us insuch aland? But while wg
recollect that we have been peculiarly favored of Hea-
ven, we should also remember that cur lot may be.
changed, that our bopes may be blasted, and all our
fair prospects vanish as chaff before the whirlwind,
or as a mist before the meridian sun. :

As an unit is to an integral, so cach individual is.
fo the government. He forms a part of the whole,
and his idividual aid 1s necessary for its safcty -and
support.  He is a member of a fumily which has in.
terests in common, in which there is no distinction of
rights, and no claims to peculiar privileges. ‘Fhis
consideration is a most important one. If duly weigh-

“¢d, it would repress the factious spirit, which, unfor.
tunately has too much distracted the councils of "the
nation, and embittered too often the harmony of so-
cisl intercourse. It should be remembered, thatthe
unity of government is essential to its strength; to its.
tranquility ; to its peace with foreign nations; to its
prosperity, and tovits libertv. How odious, then, the
distinctions of fedcralists and republicans, of dcmo-
crats and aristocrats ! Let them be banished far awey,
for they are invidious; and, as fortuitous circumstan-.
ces may lend their aid, they may sooner or later give.
force to a party which may bring ruin on our country.
This will produce those evils which our political fa.-
ther, the immortal Washington, so much dreaded, and.
against which he admonished us with such parental
regard. The spirit of party is ‘““a firc not to be
quenched It demands a uniform vigilance to pre-
ventits bursting into a flame ; iest, instead of warming,
tshould consume.” |

While we should equally dread the overhearing
predominance of party, we ought to be alike cinulous
for the support of our government, the common pa-
rent of us all. BCill&' ore of our own choice, 1t de-
mands our most affectionate regard and unlimited
toifidence.  ‘T'he fundamental maxims of true liberty
enjoin these dutics upon us.

We should also be emulous in the discharge of
fur moral and religious duties. Religion and morali-
ty are the main pillars of human happiness, and the
Man who would essay to subvert the fabric of our mor-

al science, would forfeit all claims to patriotism or re-
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spect. They are inseparably connected with the se,
curity and prosperity of every government. Trace, my
friends, the faithful pages of ancient and modern his,
tory ; mark the melancholy consequences which have
flowed from a disregard of religious and moral obli,
gations; and then you will say how all-importaat they
are. Morality and religion are twin brothers-—the
former cannot bc maintuined without the latter. Any
belicf, in opposition to this, is fallacious, and contra.
dicted by experience and reason.

[is an axiom, that virtue is essential in all gov.
ernments, and it applics with greater force to afree
government, like ur’s.  Blasted, then, be the pros.
pects of him who would aim to destroy the founda.
tion of so fair a structure !

In aid of what has been just advanced, for the
support of political prosperity, it is essential that in.
stitutions for the promotion of leurning should be en.
couraged. Inarepublican form of goverument, where
so much depends upon the voice of the people, itis
really indispensable that the power they possess
should be guided by a correct judgment. The peo-
ple should be enlightened.

The principles of policy and humanity inculcate
our having a liberal intercourse with forcign nations,
but they at the same time warn us against all pas-
sionate attachments, as lcading to a variety of ills.—
While, therefore, we harmonize with the powers of
Europe, we should not evince a partial fondness, by
granting peculiar privileges, which might, in the
course of events, endanger our peace and indepen-
dence. In extending our commercial connections,
it is not necessary that we should entangle ourselves
by political alliances.

Americans! we live in a land from which tyran.
ny, with all its horrors, has been driven far away, arid
liberty, sweet liberty, has substituted its milder reign.
How dearly should we prize this change! Then, love
your country ; cherish and support yvour government;
respect its constituted authorities ; defend yourselves
against foreign influence, which will destroy your
social blessings, demoralize your principles,
weaken vour attachment for freedom.

¥ou have all the blessings of which a free peopu
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can boast, to attach you to the government of yous’
choice. Then be firm in defence of that fabric, which
has been reared at the expense of millions, and ce.
mented by the precious blood of your best citizens,
Remember—1 say, remcmber how your libertics were
bought, how your independence was secur: d.
Naturalized citizens! the country which you
now call vour’s, has a double claim on your putriotism.
You have been received into her bosom without hi ve
ing grown up with those most ¢rdearing ties wi..ch
attach persons to the land of their birth.  she offers
you frecly all ber fuvors, all her benefits, and she :f-
fords you the same protection she does her own sois,
Then, evince your gratitude ; respect her civil . st
tutions ; obey her officers, and leave behind you those
prejudices and undue partialities, which (without ef-
fecing any good) might be at variance with the habits,
the customs and the opinions of the country in which
you have found an asylum, and which might embitter
the harmony of social union. ’
Volunteer Guards! for what do you wear the
dress of soldiers? For what do those plumes wave in
your hats? Why those arms in your hands? Are all
these for mere pomp or idle show? - Do these ques.
tions cXcite a spirit of indignation, as conveying ine
direct censure for want of patriotism 2—Soldiers! [
know you better. The solemn pledges you have
offered to obey the summons of your country, will
not be forgotten; and when its liberties or its peace
1s menaced by an ambition which no laws can govern,
oradesire for power which no sense of justice can
satisfy, you will cheerfully yield the sweets of home,
the quiet of domestic life, and hasten to the tented
fid, to defend your beloved and injured country,
fearless of death, even in all the horrid forms of the
‘batile. :
It was virtue like your’s that fired the gallant
Leonidas, and his brave Spartan band, to oppose the
nnumerable hosts of myrmidons at the pass of Ther.
mopvia ; that led the Grecian heroes, under the come
mand of Miiltiades, to conquest and renown on the
phins of Marathon. *T'was this sacred spirit of en-
thusiasm that elcvated Rome to the zenith of her glo.
7% and rendered her the terror and adimiration of fu-
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gure ages. Tt was this divine ardor that animated the

enerous bosom of Doria, and stimulated the immor.
tal T'ell to free their countries from oppression, and
tobly to assert the rights of freedom.

And lastly, my countrymen, my friends and fel.
low-soldiers, it is virtue and patriotism, like that of
your departed Washington’s, which will fix your
liberties on a basis, firm as the rock of ages, aye, as
immovable as the centre of the earth,

FINIS

i ERRATA.
Ninth page, tenth line of the oration, for  the
page,” read * the fuirest page;” and in page eleven,
thirteenth line, for ** The influence,” read  Of the ime

fuence.”



