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Proyidenze, Julu 10, 1810,

Brother, | L

- FE hereby present you the thanks of the
Tammany Society or Columbian Order, Deaver
Lribe, No. 1, for the clegant, dignified and patriotic
Oration deliyered by you at their reguest on the 4th
inst. and request @ copy of the same jfor the press.

Samucl T/zzfrbcr,
John Pitinan, jun.
Henry T, Cooke,

*300 31668337

Henry IVheaton, Isqg.

Providence, July 10th, 1810.

GRATEFUL as I am for the distinguisns
ed honor conferred upon me by the Tammany Socicty,
and for the jfavor with which they have ocen pleased.
2o regard my humble efforts to merit.their confidence,
I can perceive no more proper mode of expressing my
gratitude, than by complying with their reguest nade
Shrough you,

Brethiers,

L am your brother,

Henry IVheaton.
Samuel Thurber,

John Pitman, jun.

Henry L. Cooke, Lsquires. .

?.



ORATION.

Frienns avp CountryyEN!

KVE are asscmbled to celebrate the
thirty-fourth anniversary ot our Independence.—
Yor this period of time have we enjoyed the bless-
I35 of u free republican government. O all the
Dless ers of Divine Proviaence, there is none which
couters such true and permanent dignity upon man.
If we open the volume of history, we shall find
a few pages illumined with the bright rays of lib-
crty 5 whilst -all the rest are blackened and dis-
Aigured with the crimes of tyrants, and the sulterings
of thewr unhappy victims, Nordo we alw: 1v's find
the reality, where we hear the name of freedom.
Her voice 1s often counterfeired by base hy POLIILLS
to disguise a despotism, which is rendered the more
crucl and bitter, by being exercised ia her holy
name.  But we have cnjowd the rare felicity of
the whstnncc, together with the majestic forms of
republican’ institutions.  For thirty-four years we
have flourished under the protection of a represen-
tative government, and of mild and cqual laws.—
This covernment has carried us mlch" threugh the
ﬁucmltmns of a stormy revolution, and has pre-
served us ina period of the world, unexamypled in
the magnitude gnd rapidity of its ch..mpes.-—-l hraoes
and Comnwnweahhs have been subverted.  Na-
tions have passed from the dominion of thgir an.
(:u:ntl\uwa and lords, tI'rough restless, bloody, and
SUINOUS mmruhy, into the hands of new dynasties.
Ve are the only republic remaining in the world.
Whilst we plostmte ourselves 1 profound adora-
tion at the feet of that- Being;—under whuse protec-

{ion we have arived - at this our present maturity
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of national greatness, it becomes us seriously to ens
aire into the cyuses which rysed us to indepen.
:}encc; the means pf ..p,rﬁeserving it; the d:mgcrs
which threaten our liberties, and the precautions
by which thosc dangers may be averted,

The men who first settled this country, and
whom we may justly be proud to call ourancestors,
were adorped by all those qualities: which diguily
human nature, Picty, valor, and the love of hber-
ty mingled to form the bright blaze of their excels
lence.” They loved their pative Jang; but they
loved more theyr civil and religious .ﬁbcr’tfit.:S---v
Fatigued with the toil of opposing the despotism of
- the Stuarts, they lelt their countrye~sought a refuge
in this new world ; and here Jaid, strpng and decp,
the foundations of freedom. Notyithstanding their
country lind cast them from her hospm, and driven
themi across the stormy ocean, deprived of many of
the resonrces of civilization, angd obliged to main.
tain g precarious contest of arms and of policy to
- dcquire from the natives.of these regions a -pew  do-
main ; vet they didnot cease to regard that country
with filial reverence and . affection,  “Lhey acknoywvl-
- edged the authority of her king. 'T'hey .modelled
their policy upon her constitution : byt they induscd
into it a portien of health and vigor derived from
the stores of their own inventive wisdom, and gave
it more of the manly and athletic form of a.republic;
In this our native Statc, they declared, ¢ that the
Jorm of government ;.gtaﬁli.s/wd should be DExocpaT-
1cal ;¥ ard announced.their.determination *“ o hold
Sforth a lively experiment, that .a most flourishing
cipil state may stand, and.best be maintginedywith a
Sidl liberty in religious concernments.”  In thus min.-
gling togcther the sweets of civil and religiousfrec.
¢lom, ]?égc’!‘ H’W[zan;s', Qur im_mortal founder, wag
followed by Cecilius Caluvext, and . Williams . Penn,
These  illustrious men cxhibited to the world a

* «That is to say,.a gav'ammcnt tield py ifle.free and

voTunta'r}r'conscnt of all, or the greater, part cf.the, free ine
hahitantStr? - gy ' * . N . " L.
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speotacle which it had- not sech since the days of
fre¢ Greece uand Rome je—stites, ‘where the mind
left uncontrolled was suffered to expand in .its own
luxuriance, and to worship its .crcator untramelled
by human institutions. * By a singular fclicity,
the speculative truths of philosophy have been veri-
ficd throughout this extensive continent,  From the
shores of the Atluntic, to the banks of thé Missisip-
pi, the citizen chooses his own altar j the sect pro-
vides” for its own-paster ; and from mndependent
congregrationsg uncherished by the partial support of
the state, an harmonijous moderation is the univer-
sul result.” “This religious lbeity we have cver
¢herished as ¢ the immediate jewel of our souls.”
It well deserves our affectionate aftachment s and
éught to be handed down to our posterity unincum-
bered and untwasted, as the brightest, best mheritance
tve can leave them,

Under such auspicés, onr country continued to
grow, and flourish, and lift up its head as a dis-
tinguished member of the British empire. What
we received from Britain i protection, we morc
than repaid het in our unshaken attachment ; in the
moiopoly- of our trade, which we suflered her to
eiijoy ; and in appealing t6 het as our. common um-
pire: ‘So long as she continucd satishied with this
substantial prt-ceminetice, Wwé were centénted and
happy. But when she béeameé intoxieated with
prosperity, and fluShed with her recent triumphs
over her anciént enemy, the demen ‘of ambition
descended and took full possession et ber brenst.
She attempted to load us with tribute ; and added
insult to mueditated injury, by aecusing us of in-
gratitude. . But "we fepelled her unmerited re-
proaches, and scothed thié terrors of her power., In
vain did her best patriots and heroes warn her te be-
ware hoiwv she provoked the sluinbéring, but fierce
spirit of frecedom.  In vain did they with prephetic
genius predict, that this infant Hercules would arise,
and strangle with his yoting arins the serpent who
sought his destruction. ‘L'he fathers of our country
solemnly appealed to théir British brethren, Had
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they riot t¢ been deaf to the voice of consahguinity ;*
~-had they cheeked the corruption of their own gos
vernment, we might have been.a free and a great
people together, Dut a communication of grandeur
and of freedom, it scems, was below their dignity:
'T'he road to happiness and to glory was, however,
open to us alone: We have climbed it apart from
them ; and ive have arrived at an eminence of guilt-
less fanre, where we have no reason o cnvy the
glittering splendor of their banners, *

« Though, fann'd by conqueft's.crimfon wing,
“ They mock the air with idle ftate.”

i

~ Itwould be difficult, and might be invidious, to
assigh to any one of thie numerous patriots and sages
who planned the great work of our national indepen-
dence, their due share of praise.  But the man who
had the honor to take the lead in expressing the de-
termination of America not to submait to Bratish trib-
ute, was Patrick Henry. This great man saw with
the rapid glance of genius the nature of the crisis,
produced by the imposition of the stamp tax. An-
ticipating the necessity of our making a firm stand at:
this frrst encroachment upon our rights, he moved
in the Assembly of Virginia those famous and daring
rcsolutions, by which the authority of the DBritish
king and parliaimentto levy taxes upon this country
was denied, and our other natural and civil rights
weré asserted.  Massachusetts added the aveight of
her voice to the noble declaration ofher clder sister.
Her patriots, Hancock, the two Adumses and Gerry,
hastened to the councils of their country. Her
TP urren rushed to the field of battle, and sealed our
frecdom with his blood. * The wondeérful events of
the contest which followed ; its battles; its sicges;
the matchless examples of disinterested patriotism,
undaunted valor, and patient endurance of poverty,
pain, disease, and death, which distinguished it have
been récorded with the faithful pen of history.—-
Poetry has exerted her powers of invention to bind
the brows of our herocs with the laurels of various
fame. Lloquence has been lavish in the donation of
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npplanse,  Still these praises have not risen t6 the
sublime clevation of their souls,  luman language
annot do them justice.—13ut whilst we conless our
inability to confer upon these great men the rewards
they bave merited 3 let.us ramember that ‘it was in
order that we might be free, and great, and happy,
that they fought, and toiled, and bled.  Let us re-
member that they were cducated i the 'school of
manly, rational picty; and as much excelled their
cnemics in virtue, magnanimity, and paticnce in
adverse fortpne, as they surpassed them in courape,
and 1 the justice. of their cause, - "And shall we, my
countrymen, inthe maturity of our national strengrth ;
with the rich resources acerrmulated in along period
of peace and prosperity ; and when we have scquired
a name, and arank among the nations,—shall we how
our neeks to, that voke which otir ancestors disdain-
cd ; and to avoid submission to which, they endured
50 many privations, made so many sacrifices, resist-
cd so many tcinptutim%, and overcome such formi-
dable obstacles 2 Has the soul.subduing spirit of av-
arice 50 benumbed us, that we are insensible of
shame ; lost to glory ; and forgetful of the deeds of
our ancestors ? "Their history reads to us a lesson,
which, if we have understandings to comprehend, or
hearts to feel, cannot be wholly lost upon us,  Itad.
mounishes us to union; it speaks in a voice of indig-
nation to our contending factions, and commands
them to be still; to cease thetr rude clamors, and to
sicrifice upon the, altar of their country their mis-
chicvous passions. It invokes the genius of patriot-
1sm to shinc forth, and dissipate the mists of preju-
dice, and the noxious vapors of foreign infiucnce,
which infect our air with contagion ; cradicite from
our hearts the last lingering sentiment.of love to our
nauve land; and stifie in our bosoms cvery feeling
of natichud pride.  Notwithstanding the horrors and
sullerings of our revoluation; notwithstanding the
multiplied wrongs we have ever since endured from
Britain, and which make the cheek to burn with
shame at a recital of them; yet a British influcnce
has silently and imperceptibly gained a coutrol in
our ¢ountry. It has perplexed and dashed our ma-

AT
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turest counsels; has. again and again threatened (o
" break in pieces our national union, and to involve us
in a British alliance ; that grave which yawns to
swallow up our independence, It has excited a
Lalge and delusive ery afa French Influence, to divert
the attention of the people {fam its own dangerous
Arts, 1t has dured to decnse the atthor of the Dec-
Juration of Independence ; the man who had been
the foremost to incur the certain vengeance of our
enemies had they succeededt in reducing us to slave-
ry ;. of being a trajtor to_hig ¢puntry, and sdld to a
forcign power,  Dut where are the means of estab-
lishing the inflichee of France w1 our country ? We
never have been her subjeéts.  Her latvs, her man-
ners, her religion, her fiférature, her language, arc
all foreign to us.  Are we enamoured of the lustre of
the Imperial dindem, and the flow of ‘the purple?
Are we dazzled with thie higritchy of civil distine-
(ions, und .the stars, robes, aid "decorations which
murk thicin 2 Have we been suddenly captivated with
the charms of militgry despotism, end the pomp of
an cstablished religion ? .It'is true, and we do 'nos
hesitate to avow, that we felt the sentiment of grati-
stude to France for the aid she afforded us'in our
struggle against the formidable power of Britain,—
We disdained to enquire into the motives which
dictated her interference, satisfied that she conducted
witl, good fuith towards us.  When her revolution
. commenced, we hailed it as the harbinger of return-
ing rcason and reformation. The flower of her
vouth, who had drawn their swords in the defence
of our freedom, led the way in this ‘enterprize. Our
feclings of gratitude were expanded into the most.
cnthusiastic admiration of "their virtue and valor,
and the most lively solicitude for the success of their
‘ cause.. But this bright'dawn was soon overshadow-
~ed with clouds and darkness ; and settled into the
. gloom of midnight ; where the Lights of religion and
. ofscience being extinguished, man was left to grope
his way 1n ignqrance ; 'and treading back the paths
-of civilization, devoted his whole soul to the barbar.
cus work of destruction, of blood, and of slaughter.
- Constitution after constitution was established, vio-

lated, and overthrown.. Our sympathy was goon

' paes oy TP T Ga mmien b e R =
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extinguished in disgust ; which was increased by
the unjust condiict of ].llll’l('("(ﬂhll(lull‘i, and the
other neutral powers,  We have since continued to
hold her, as, we hold (he rest ol mankind—an en.
emy inowar, in peace u friend.—On the oghier

hund we see the fruits of Dritish wfluence uarri-
ved at the maturity of gorruption.  We have heard
the injuries of Brityin justified ; her insults palliated ;

and submission to her wrongs recommended by oun
venal orators,  When she sent 4 man to us, recking
from the slwghter of Copennagen, but clothed witll
the sacred robes of a minister of peace, who dared to
insult the gpovernment of this nation in a manner

which it hid never vet submitted to endure, we
saw with mingled anxicty and shame for our dis-
tracted country, his conduct defended, and the reali-
ty of the dlbg‘l‘..lCC. with which we were threatened,
denicd.  We saw the legislators of a neighboring
state, usurping the functions of the r mon.tl rovern.
ment, and dcscmdmg to impose upon the people an
apologv for his insolence, the wark of claborate
sophistry, and revolting to common sense. It 1s
‘time that this baleful influence was extirpated from
our land. It 15 time that we assumed @ national
character; thut we begame AMERIGANS.

As mu arc not biasscd Ly the influence aof
I'rance, s0 I trust vou do not stand in dread of her
power. ¢ Fear admitted into public counsels be-
‘trays like treason.”  Itis a base and icnoble pas-
ston 5 but contagious and fatal jn its progress. It
‘15 this fear of France which is the main_foundation
of.that partiality to I3 ritain, which inclincs so many
of our citizens to rely upeon her nav: al power as the pal-
~ ladium of our independence. It is this which makes
thern blind to.the light of historical experience. Itts
this which renders them deaf to the cloquent ruins
of s01 nany ancicnt and modern states, who have
“fallen victims to their reliance upoo forcign protec-
tion ; a protection, in which there is no sccurity
dllh.r(:nt [rom his, who stipulates for the preservi.
.tion of his property, when he hecomes a sluve.—
\What in the ¢ye of God is the power of Napolcow,—

- ¢ His irop crown, and cmpire of a day?”



Though it v its foundations deep in the carth
rear aloft its adk: imantine pittars 5 angd guard is ave-
nucs with the watchful discipline - and {ormidable
arm of military steength ; ta the sober eve of reason,
it has no terrors that slmuld appal a pcople, prepar-
cd to make everv sacrifice of blood, of toil; and of
treasure, necessary to preserve that inheritance whicl
was handed down te them by . thelr ancestors.—
Should we be such a people, we 'may smile at ever y'
danger, and roll back the tide of every invasion.— .
But S]iouh:i we leany upon any other power for. support,
we should run into the very danger we meant to
avoid., British alliance leads with a r’tpld and”® pre-

cipitate descent to mevitable destruction.  Such hag
been the carcer which every other nation has run
bhefore us; and such the fatal aoal at wiich they
have all arrived, In the governments of cither

of these countries we shall find Hutle to admire, littlc
to imitate ; or which should allurce us o 2 pol tici)
connection witheither,  For the perfection to Whl(,h
they have carried the arts and sciences-that contri-
Lute to mmprovye and adorn hunan life, they desenve
the respect and gratitude of mankined.” But all these
withoug the emjovment of civil freedom, are Lut
worthless weeds. It is this alone which completely
develepes s the faculties of man 5 which reminds liny

of his divine origm ; and clc..»tllcs him to the prop-
er dignity of his hature,

T'he claim of the English to supcrier untiquity
of freedom is the vain boast of nationdl vanity.—
Lhe superior stability of their constitution cxists in
ymagination alone.  Before thie time of  Willian:
2he (ozzquc*ror, they cnjoved the same wild -~ and
savage liberty, that all the other nations of: Furope .
who cmigrated from the woods of Germany possces-

ced.  That congueror planted deep the roots of the
f( udal system, which grew up under his succcssors,
covered the fand with darkness, and blasted cxc:y
salutary plant with its noxious shade. From'the
time of the admizsion of the Commons as a con-
stituent part of Parliament, they' were regarded as

ereaily the mfcrwr.., of the B wrops 3 and all mea-
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sures which they ventured to.ariginate, were couch.
ed in the hunble form of petitions. Under the -
dors”the whole Payliament wags the humble instru-
ment ol the Prince.  Henry the Eight/r procured anp
0 et giving LO. ]]i:;-:‘ }_Jx'oﬁllat};l}ulion the full force of law ;
and the amission of his stern’successors entirely to
abolish the national legislature, can only be accounts
cd for by the contempt they: must haye felt Tor bodies
ot men, who had proved so servilely compliant with
their most extravagant and wicked desives.  They
could not imagli.c that these assemblies, then laying
prostraic at their feet, would afterwards rise, and,
cven dare their monarchs to the field, and lead them
ta the scullold, to avenge the violated rights’ of the
peopie. By the expulsion of the Stuarts, the con-
stitution scemed to be fixed upon the basis of free-
dom and balanced power,  In the long and bloedy
contest yoainst this arbitrary house, and in the great
work of the Linclish revolution, our ancestors dis-
tinguished themselves umong  the foremost.—Even
the historian  Zlume hos ackiowhedeed, that *“ta
these fanatics, the Fhglish nation 15 indebted for
winitever of Treedom it enjoys.”  We aeoept the
compliment, whilst we L[CSE;E:-:L‘ the savcauine-—--Buat
cerrupten soon began o moulder avay the founda-
tons i the structure they had conwributed to raise,
and has at last covered the whole ‘body of the state
with her carroding poison, The suspension of the
Habeas Carpus, now become inveterate, has taken
away e great secyrity against arbitrary  Imprisoi-
meut ; the government threatens to beceme a miii-
tary despotism 3 and the English people appear to
be upon the verge of another strugele, which fore-
bodes a more violent and sangyinary ~ conflict, than
1y they have yet enduredi—If we turn our eyes to-
wards Irance, shall we observe a more exhilirating
prospect 2 Is it the departed despstism of the Bour
bons we are cailed upon to admire and regret ? Is it
the revolutionary  anarchy which followed, which
mocked and blasted the hopes of its votarics, and held
{orth tlic most splendid prospects. ol improvement,
aaly todelude and to destroy ?: Or do the Imperia)

virtues ‘of Napoleon challenge. our liomage ? "The
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magnanimity of Julius Cwmsar spared the Roman
people the mstitutions they so .dearly cherished, as
his clemency spared the lives of his. most determin,
cd enemies.  The subtle policy.of. Augustus nre-
served the forms and decorations of the republic.—.
I'ear restrained Cromwell from. placing the kingly
crown upon his head. But Napoleon disdains any
such compromise with his subjects,  Sccuring. his
new . throne by alliance with those ancient fumilies
‘whose roots have struck deep in. the European soil,
and kinding his brows with victorjous wreuths,
he inarches on to his “object.—The frecdom .of
speech, and of the press, in a country where
the right of trial by jury, and the privilege of
the Habeas Corpus are unknown, is indulged o
farther than the pleasure of the sovercign per-
nits. A jealous and vigilant police watch with anx-
1cty the slightest brecze of commotion, and repress
with rigor every murmur of complaint.  T'he un.
happy victim of cppression has no refuge secure froin
their activity, and their power. A pensioned priest-
hood adorned with the pomp, and armed with the
terrors of religion, tcach the maxims of arbitrary
power; and fawning courticrs denounce the best
ordered Republic as an odious and contemptible ana
archy. Dut though Ndpoleon may bury deep under
his throne evciy vestige of freedom, and hope to
redeem himscelf from the inexorable justice of histo-
ry, by adding to his other glories that of patronizing
the arts and sciences; yet he will in vain attempt to
cbliverate from the minds of men the memory of that
nsurpation, by which he rose to power, and of the
violated onths, by whieh he taught them to expect
that he would aspire to imitate the truly glorious
part of [Fuslungton, by laying down that power when
he had sccured the mdependence of his country,
In vain would he cxcuse himsclf by appcaling to the
crandeur to which his genius and taients have cleva-
ted Krance, National grandeur 1s but splendid mis-
cry unless 1t nromote the public felicity, and 1s con.-
sistent with national freedom.~—Dark and dcspond.-
ing as this picture may appear, its coloring must still
be heightened to represeat the features of the cnors

i —
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hious tyranny and oppression of the other gotvern-
men’s of Lurope and of the world: and thie more
nearly we contemplate them, the more reason shall
wwve {ind to cherish and revere those nstitutions,
which the wisdom of our ancestors established, and
which we have mmproved. Alas! when we have
come to the base determination ol surrendering our
mdependence, it will be idle to contend for the
choice of masters. ‘The bousted superority of frce-
dom enjoyed by this or that forcign nation will avail
us little in a state of vassalage and colonial depen-
dency.  What we may ex puct from the tender mcr-
cics of Britain, let the experience of our fathers; lct
the fute of Ireland and of India; let the cruel desti.
ny o T'ippoo and Nundcomar; of Emmett,and of
lone, determine,

Among the means of preserving the distinguish-
ed blesamga we enjoy, military skill and valor are to
be placed in the foremost rank. Providence has
orduined 1n the eternal constitution of things that in.
dependence and freedom should be pxcserud Ly the
strength of arms.  The very gunlus of our govern.
ment; the principles of justice ; and the preeepts of
religion all forbid our engaging in wurs of conquest.
But to preserve peace, we must ever be prepared jor
war. ‘There 1s no doubt that honesty 1s the best
policy for nations, as well as in the individual nter.
course of mankind.  But no integrity or punty of
conduct can always secure a 11..111011 from the neces-
sity of resorting to this last appeal.  The peculiar
circumstances of our country, prevenung us from
keeping on foot a regular force sufficient for its de-
fence, reider it mmapensublt, that the pcople

should be armed and  disciplined. thuut discl-
P hine, they wuuld be s lmpotcn as i w 11110111 aring
and the recent unprovements in military tactics have
rendered that-discipline which once led armics to
victory, the cértain pr csage of defeat and  disgrace.

[ know it has beena fivorite opinion with many of
our {cilow-citizens, that the scais the clement upen
which we are to win renown and riches ; and that
the establishment of a navy would form a shicld for
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the erot'éEﬁOn' of our commeree;~sceure s :lguins{
invasion,’ mid sigfitilize the Valor, skidl and activity of
our countrymen,” Bur if we retbllect that o marn.
time {orece adequnte to these ends, wouldd absord in
1ts support the whole profits*ol” this commeree, and
could only be manncd by ‘an invasion af the Tiberty
- of'a whole cluss'of vy citlzens by impressments, we
~i-shall huve ' réhgon® to "donibt the ‘Soundness of this
opinion.. - "I'bis allusion™to impressments reminds us
~of that foul disgrace to our national reputation,
which withers the laurels acquired in the wur of out
revolution, und almost cfldces the glories of. its tii-
utnphis. *The American citizen is seized by ruflian,
Yiolence ; his body is scamed svith eruel scars ;3 his.
hmbs arc mutilated ; his frce,” manly, and  crect
spirit 15 broken down; and he s constraiired 'to
fight the battles of his oppressors, through this
barbarous, bloody, and interminable - war,  We
have ransomed with otr superfluous wealth our un-
fortunate brethten who were enslaved by the bar-
bartans of Aftica; but we sulfer these our countrys
men to linger out their existenee ina. stitl more de-
grading servitude. “We have shouted-—Aillivns for
defenee; but not a cent for tribute I—whilst wt' pay
to this grimidol'the tribute’ of the toil, the liberty,
and the blood of thousands fdur citizens, and deem
the sacrifice; ¢ no essehtlal injury.”~\When, ‘my
countrymen, shzll this stin’ upon our rationul honor
be wiped awway-?2 The pirates of Barbary have felt
the thunders of our infunt navy ; but their “{errors
have net been able to sccure cur-cittzens froni this
ignominy. - Three years' have now clapsed sinee
the'treacherous attack on'the. Cheshpeake.. Within
sight of thoee shores, where Cotnwallis andl his
caplive legiobs nid down theit arms, the standard
of our Unien drooped with gisteacé. - The * Anwri-
can cagle flagged his wihg, - 1 e
' r%1:_1::12411"’:1 in darik clouds of I_liu:p‘l;c.t"lie L e
“"The wtror of his beak,and Lightening of bis'eye”
‘Thre¢ tymes havé we assembled to celebrate with
festive joy, and preans of trinmphant eXultation the
natul day of our frecdom. + Yet this base aggression
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remains without atonement.  Without atoncment |
did I say ? It'is still coiitiniied and ugrravated by
the deténtion of our citigens who Wwere thus taken in
defiunce of the universal law and usage of nations. ——
It is disavowed in_form ; but it is acknowledped in
Juct ; ‘and we are now told by the muwn, who bore to
Denmark the mandate which consigned her capital to
the flames, that no satisfaction whatever will be ren-
dered forit, unless we recognize the right of his mas.
ter to persist in the wvery practice, of which we so
justly complain.

T'he most numerous and best disciplined armies
and navics, and even the most perfect military organ.
ization of a whole people, are alone insuflicient for
the sgeurity of freedom.  lHer citadel may lift its
lofty turrets in proud defiance of open menaces and
assaults ; whilst its foundations agfe seeretly and im-
‘perceptibly sapped and crumbled to ruin, or its gar-
rison 1s excited to foul revolt by the intriguing arts
of its foes. A nation may be conquered, without
being invaded ; and the liborties of Republics have
not always been subvested in the open field,  The
soul of Roman frecdom had dled, before the Jast of
the Romans made his gallant effort on the plains of
Phillippi to avert or ‘protract the fate of his country.
An ignorant people is a blind.and terribie lustrument
in the hands of men of criminal ambition.  Such a
people capnot be free. They are the slaves of their
own intemperate passions, They are inflamed to mac's
ness by every breath of jealousy ; they are captivated
by the syren voice of flattery; and with alternate capri-
ciousness, exalt their favorites to the throne of popu-
larity, raise to them altars and trinmphal wches,
crown them with flowers, fume them with incense ;
and then suddenly ‘hurl them down, drag them to
loathsome dungeons, dash in picces sher statucs,
and lcad them to the scaffold.  The spicits of the
purc patriots and hencfactors of their country, im-
molated gt the bloody shrine of popular ingratitude,
of Barnevelt, and the illustrious De Witts,

F

! of Bl:ii'I"qt murdered, and the hlaynelels wife of Roland"—
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crv to us from their toml;b-——-rnfng 101 rﬁc’q.‘)fr’ !
Scatter among them the seeds of knowledge ;. and
you Slmffl rmj) the golden Jrutts qf' graz‘zmde Jruir

‘“ men,!’

8 Iidhertinded men.
- * . * ] * R )
“ JVboknow their yiphts, and Enowing, dure maintain,

Let us not, niy countryvmen, afiord to the world
the disgraceful sncundc of 2 pr_ople the virtue, m-
‘tt“l"‘ﬂ‘lCt“, and public spirit of whose ancestors, Juid
the {oundations of ll]dCPCHdLI]CL, which their pos-
terity Werd unqualificd to maintain. “Let us not in
the mizerable pln‘smt of suPuHur)us wealth, sufler
the weeds af lgnorance to shoot up n rank ln*- url-
ance,” and stifie i their growth the humble, but use-
ful pl'mt:, of knowledge.,  Let not freedom fajnt and
‘expirce in this her last asvlum.  To us is committed
the charge of spstaining her sacred fame.  If it is
here extingished, ‘¢ we know not where is that
Pmmt:thf"n heat tha* can Its hghrrelume.””  Apes
of slavery and darkness may intervene, before the’
world 15 aguin revived and cheered ‘mth its” hene-
ficent rays. Lt 1t no longer be the reproach of our
country, that 11 many parts of 1t, the mcans of
know ladﬂc are much less generally (hfﬁlscd the m-
stitutions ol carnmg much fewer in Immbcr, and
much worsc conducted, than wv some of the mon
archigs of the old world ; where information is so
dangerous to the l‘nlinq powers, that they are com-
l,tll(.d to Counlei‘actlu mﬁumcu by the 1mpoan.s‘-
terrors of an oppressive military force by a lcttercd
press, and the sceret arts aof cmruptlon In a free
state, Hike ouis, tLL cnergy and wisdom of the public
counsels giepends upon thc intelhgence and virtye
of tht peaple.  Government can supply the mind,
the providential sagacity, the fortitude and "lxl“ |
which are necessary to give eficct to the pop ular
resolution ; but 1t cannot breathe 1ntp the soulsof a
peopic, mmﬁ rcnt to the charms of {rcedom, and in-
censible af—#s value, this divine essence.  Inde.
Pt‘ﬂdt.n("f’ 1s ot to betaken up as an idle pageant,

and-laid down again with' childish mcens tancy. Nor
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can-it he- uddv(l in {ragments, first to -onc power,
..111J rhcn to another. By bload and.: toil- obtained,
by vigilance and fortitude must it be defended and
preserved. It is the prize of successful valor; and
rapicity is cyer ready to wrest it from the unstcadv
grasp of weakness.  The great object for which na-
uons have gver been contending, and for which we
sce a world inarms, is the power. to manage. their
own aflairs without fmcl,,;n interference or controul.
And 1f th(.I'L be an ohject worth contention, it is
“surely th It is the sense.of national 1ndt.p(.nde*1f.c
In W mch th-., cnergy and free.spirit of a people, and
all that 1s great and patriotic, reside; and without
which, a nation becemes poor, aad Ltnﬂ'md sunk
and degraded, even in its own egteem. \\u necd
but Gast our eves around us to sce how far we have

degencrated from the frugality, the probity, and the
pul lic spirit of our ancestors, through the corrupt-
jug influence of inordinate and long protracted pros-
perity.” The spirit of speculation hias Deen. let lonse
to prev upon the morals, the manners, and to break
up, and destroy, the natural order and progress of
soctetye Fhe improvanent ot the mind, the cuiti-
vation of the liberal arts, the c¢hire of the nationad
clory, have been postponed 1o the pnrsait of wealtl,
vin whiceh all rush on, regardless of nobler olijects.—
The plosnerm W hm._ enjoved whilst the rest of
the world has been mvolv cd in the horrors of war, 1t
15 true, has improved and  adorned the face of ou
Crmmn It has furnished us with all the elegunt
Cenjovments and liberal pleasures of lite. 14 ks l’JLu.L

cities and towns ; copened roads and dug canals
QI‘.LH d NEW lIl‘“itCl’l‘lLllE 1{) tftL lﬂdll‘ﬂ_l\ 01 Uu Cllll‘h
tor; and * cansed the wilderness 10 Blossom ik

the rose.”  But, at the sume time, it has enervated:
and unmanned our souls. It has taught us to esti-
niate national ; mlmww suh_lv b) the los:) ol money
they occasion ; and (o count lornulhmrrihc loss of
lxlaod, and lms, and hberty ; and what 1s the crown
of & nation’s elory, of reputation. It has foreed
11t0 exisicnee bx 1{5 unnatural heat, an aristoeracy,

founded, not upoi the conscious possession of mhnh
itted to sway and to lead, and of virtues entitled to
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command ; not uponliberal education and accom-
plishmyents ; criot upon the. ptide of illustrious ances-
try ;. but upon the miscrable distinction of wealth
acquired without nroderation; and” expended without
dignity. ‘Fhe mmmortal trophies of T'rénton, of
Saratoga,-and:of ¥orktowwn, reproach our inglorious
case anel indificrence to national honor, Yhe spirits
of the departed-sages who -watched in the ccuncil,
and of -the heroes'who died in-the ficld, to raise, not
themselves, but their country, to greatness, look
down zwpon their posterity, and call upon us to de-
fent the -sacred "work of their -hands. "They felt
how sweet 1t1s to.die for ourcountry. They com-
manl us:not to.despair, since that resource at last
wHl be left us. M this fair fiibric of national free-
dom, reared :by the handsof genius and virtuc; and
cemented by the blood of the patriotsy who fell i
she field of battle,-who perished in the prisons of the
invader, or expired upon the scaffold, defying the
horrors of 1gnomyjaious death, must fall, at least, let
it never fall through onr pusillanimity. —

< Thy cpirit, INpEPENDENCE, let us share,

¢ Lord of the lion-heart and eagle-eye,

¢ Thy footsteps follow, with our bosoms bare,
 Nor heed the storm that howls along the sky.”

Meggrse ot
s & & 4‘:}&'

[ —
Fones O IV keeler, Lrinters.



