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ORATION.

——t §§ § P28 930 o

FRIENDS 4ND FELLOW CITIZENS,

INVITED to addrefs you this memorable day,
a folicitude to juftify you in your choice muft naturally
produce a fenfation of diffidence in any perfon fclected
for this important occafion.  The topics of an oration
on the 4th of July, have been fo frequently and ably
treated, by thole who have preceded me, as to lcave lit-
tle of novelty or intereft for abilities humble and 1ll pro-
portioned as my own, to the highand gratifying theme,
the public difplay and developement of the principles
of American liberty ; but, my countrymen, it is a fub-
ject ever dear to us, Incorporated and identificd with
our very natures, we cannot {upprefs our admiration of
our favorite idol, or ceafe to celebrate the liberty we a-
dore with encreafed enthufiafm and devotion, on this an-
nual commemoration of our political happinefs ! Yet it
thould {fcem, frefth fources of new and momentous inter-
efts not hitherto ﬁrefented, are opening to the view of
the patriot and philofopher, an untrodden ground, a re-
gion unexplored, and theatre of a&ion not realifed in
ancient or more modern times, is now referved for us ta
act upon, to exhibit to the world a fcene of political
grandeur and {uperiority over the nations of the earth,
without a parallel to be found in the page of hiftdry ;

the {feeds have been fown, and the fruits have appeared!
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to difclofe principles that may emphatically and exclu-
fively be called thefe of American liberty. No nation
now does, ever did, or ever can epjoy that tranfcendent
blefling more fully and amply than the American peo-
- ple at this day, which muft continue whilft we preferve
our elective franchife, a free and delegated reprefenta-
“tion. Ttis this peculiar and happy feature, free elec-
tion, that differs the whole queftion as to the fimilitude
to any other nation, through which all the comparifons
with other nations fail, and ftrikingly diftinguifhes the
American conftitution, chara&er, and genivs. This
invaluable free privilege has recently delivered us from
the complicated {yftem of tyranny and corruption, we
have {o lately thaken off, and already enatled us to dif=
folve the charm and fpell that was conjured up, and to
burft afunder the chains that were forging at the fame
time. This right has placed the people’s'thoice in the
prefidential chair. All the intrigue, intimidation, art,
violence, allurement and negociation practifed by the very
able negociators in the {fyftem of corruption has not taint-
ed or contaminated the public mind.” America has rif-
en {uperior to herfelf, as if providence had afferted hep
own prerogative, and affifted the lovers of liberty to give
full efficacy to the principle that tends, in no fmal] de-
gree or remote view, to promote and effectuate, the ¢-
mancipation of the enflaved part of the globe---by her
bright and glorious exampl[z:;--her political exertion
for the falvation of her principles---to ‘perpetuate them,
---to annihilate the pratice and do@&tine of tyranny
and corruption, and her teachers together ; ¢¢ that the
voice thereof might no more be heard in a free land, a-
nong a people detcrmined to be free.  Liberty, as op-
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pofed io tyranny, is frecdom from lawlefs and excef-
five power. By nature we are all free, we 2!l enioy
Iiberty, The fralty of our natures, and ‘the excefles
of our paffions, give rife to the neceflity fora power,
or government, to moderate and reftrain them---fome
branches of the government, fix and diftinguith the lines
of right and wrong as it regards our property, and our
perfonal liberty. This government hewever is of our own
making, our own concoction---we are the fovereignty,
we are the pecple, from whence it originates.  Govern-
ment is only the modification or adminiftration of the
power : What is not delegated or imparted, remains
with us---our delegates arc fo far refponfible to us im-
mediately that we can foon remove them, and place
others in their ftead. This is the cardinal {alutary check
---this preferves to us our conftitution, {o long as we
preferve our political virtue : 1t we lofe it, we lofe our
free elective franchile, liberty, and our conftitution too
---that is, when we become corrupted, then we are not
acting for ourfelves, but for the perfon who corrupts ;
if a part of the people fct about to corrupt the other
part, great or fmall, and effet it in any degree, fo fara
people may be faid to lofe their virtuc---you are not vot-
ing for yourfelt to preferve your liberty and your fran-
chife. --you are voting for another to deftroy both.---
This was the attempt made by the Jaft adminiftration
upon the American people ; the fnare of corruption laid
for them ; an attempt they virtuoully refifted and fuc-
ceeded, purely from the bleflings of a delegated re-
prefentation in the exercifc of their franchife, the bafis
of ‘¢ their political liberty.” Had Mr. Adams, or
rather Mr. Hamilton, obtained the Prefidency for life,
B
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Mr. Hamilton would, in effelt, have becn prefi-
dent ; he would have had the army and buge funded
dcor to pay the army ;5 and the sayonets of the army to
keep the people in awe ; a powerful navy at fea;
taxes after taxes cnormous ; and colle&ors after col-
lectors to get in the taxes---the {urplus of the people’s
labour---prevent them from talking politics, for which
a fedition law is an excellent antidote---from buying
newf{papers, that they may be ignorant of what goes on
in Ircland, or France, or (what was much more mate-
rial) what was going on at their own door.

The increafe of the number of judges created at a
time when they were not wanted : at the lateft mo-
ment, when Mr. Adams’ adminiftration expired. Sure-
ly fome great national necefiity muft have exifted for
an increafe of Judges to the number of fixteen. This
was an alteration In the judiciary, as to number, for
fome purpofe! was it for deciding a vaft variety of caufes
1n their circuit then pending., The aftonifhing certainty
is demonftrated beyond all poflibility now to doubt,
that in the feveral circuits they made therc were no
caufes pending---nothing to do. We need only look
at the fame court in New-Hampthire---what had they
to do but adjourn the court ? May we not infift there
muft have been fome bad object ? Lenity almoft for-
bids to name it---You are not at a lofs to conjecture---
'The undermining of our liberty, the deftru¢tion of it--
the introduction of perfons to aid and aflift in a traiter-
ous profecution of a fyftem, began and to be continued,
(if not in one fhape, to ve tried in another 1) Stll you
find thefe attempts abortive ! Imbecility marks “the
character of a tyrant in a free country.
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We could here animadvert, if it were only to cenfure ;
but let us leave the acrimony, the virulence, and the poi-
fon to thofe who chufe to fix with thefe points their wea-
pons. We have likewifc our fovereign antldotg, our man-
ifeft{pecific--tis our free delegated reprefentation--moth-
er words, Liberty. Weare rree! rREEMEN! Every
individual of common virtue, fecling, fentiment and
American pride, with reverence to our country, and a
duty to himfelf, has the power to fay---I am a free
man and no flave ! And it ever will be vain for federal-
ifts, or Federal Republicans, Waikliingtonians, Jeffer-
fonians, or any other denomination of a’ felf denomi-
nated party to trample on the rights or thake the free
principles of Americans, fo long as we are politically
virtuous.

Is this deviating from the argument of corruption of
the principle of liberty ? Were not thefe meafures [
have hinted at, the dire& certain effeés of a deviation
from the principle ?  Are the aflertions well founded ?
If not, let them be retralled. Are they not known and
felt ? Is there a man who doubts it ? If there be, have
we not a man among us at this moment who can au-
thenticate the fact ? (That it was better to have a prefi-
dent and fenate for life,) on whofe veracity, fixednefs
and patriotifm it would be idle to doubt---A man who
has been one of the prime obje&s of their fyftem of
corruption : to his honor we here ftand recady to wit-
refs he 1s impregnable, becaufe he is an American---
Thank God we are all Americans, we have the fame
unalterable, fixed, fteady principle ; we are clothed
with 1t; it is our thield, our banner, our faft hold. In-
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tegrity is the American principle ; and virtue is 1ts op=
cration.

It was at one time the fathion of the federal party to
decry, deride, and defpife republican principles, altho’
they feem now to be fo fond of taking our name, and
pretend to adopt them. Crimination and recrimina-
tion was the confequence, accompanied with every dif-
graceful and difgufting epithet malice and fury could
invent, and now worked up to fuch a pitch of impie-
ty and blafphemy in a New-England print, that one is
almoft afbamed to be confidered to belong to a {pot
where fuch wickednefs is tolerated. In juftice to this
town, we are lately comparatively free from the odious
perfonalities of the print alluded to, that ought never to
be renewed or countenanced. That print is ihe com-
mon hangman hired for an execution. No decent edi-
tor could be found to ufher fuch abominable filth ; the
fcum ot the earth could alone be raked for untruths fo
fiendlike and hellith ; fuch palpable lies and liars, to
difgorge their laft i1mpure and venomous digeftions.
This feverity 1s ftrictly juftifiable on fuch an editor ;
for no print to the weftward of New England has fince
the election of Mr. Jefferfon been found to bear com-
parifon with the New-England prints for this empty,
malicious, though impotent abufc of our good and ami-
able Prefident.  Apology, there can be none devifed
for the condutt of {fuch editors :™ a very poor reafon giv-
en, 1s, that Mr. Adams’and Mr. Pickering’s perfonal
friends are determined to die hard in this quarter, wherc
alone, they have a thadow of effect or influence. They
have loft Rhode-Ifland, Vermont and New-Hamptfhire,
in fwift fucceflion---Which of the two ftates, Connec¢t-
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icut or Maffachufetts will firft reiurn ¢ to their birft
love,” is uncertain ; moft likcly both together.  And
the condu@ of the infuriated men of their party will
accelerate the accefiion of the Union by thofe means,
fooner than all thc pains that all the republicans in the
Unton united, could take to anfwer or reprefs : for it is
a maxim as certain in public as 1t 1s in private lifc, when
an' individual is wantonly and profligately flandered,
the inveftigation follaws, the refult i1s perte&® convic-
tion that the enemy is a libeller and flanderer : 1t roots
and confirms the innocent and the good, tenfeld more
rivetted in the affeétions and confideration of all good
men, for whofe opinions alone we ought to be folicit-
ous. To go a little further with this bold editor: He
i¢ the firft that has been heard of (except a member
in Congrefs) who has dared intimate thc thought ot a
divifion of the New-England, from the fouthern States.
Empty thought ! Have you.any hopes in Rhode-1Ifland ?
in Vermont we can affure you none ; in New-Hamp-
fhire there is not even one federalift who would give it
lace in his breaft a moment.  Rather let Mainc be
{eparated and become a fifter ftate ot herfelt—** Her nat-
ural pofition’> and Maflachufetts left a fmall parallclo-
gram on the map cf the United States, and the name of
the town of Bofton be changed to a Nobility Hele for
the few fa&ious to reinain in, as a monument of the
emptinefs and ftupidity of a flagitious editor, and thofe
who can countenance fuch an editor, and attempt, like
a ftorm in a puddle, to ftir up rcbellion againft our fac-

red union, and our aufpicious government.
‘Thefe prints have been conftantly afferting, that the

democrats, or republicans, are indebted to forcigners,
(

-
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(called by them imported patriots, renegadoes, defpe-
radoes and perlons without property or talents) to com-
pofc the ranks of Jicobinifm. Let us only look around
us, to ralfify the affertion.  That printers, and editors
of prints, mth and without talents, both Englith and
Irith, put out their newfpapers through the union, is
true, but that they are all Jacobins, anl leave their own
country from poverty, or to fly from juftice is not true.
T'hey are more likely to be the bc{t republicans ; if Mr.
Emmet, or Mr. Arthur O’Connor had arrived in A-
merica from Irzland, and efcaped the axe, for what
they call patriotifin, and our enlightened federalifts call
jacobinifmi ; could we refufe an aﬁlum to {uch men of
vaft fortunes, envied talents, and profeﬂmg the pureft
republicanifm ; in other words, fearching that liberty
which is freedom from corruption and tyranny ! But
heow well founded is the {fa&t! Among ourfelves we can
fcarcely point out a fingle forejgner, except the French,
who is not a federalift.  Wec have from the North of
rmm (where they cry ¢ #ha wants me,”) to the
outh to attend the town mectings, and other meetings,
dan‘ommg like rooks and crows, that a native or town{-
man among us, till lately, could hardly be civilly
heard. 'T'he reafon is clear, that the federal party, then
promoted and fupported by the Britith, embarked all
this defcription with them.  Britith credit was found
to be very cftectual to get federal votes, and no doubt
was o emploved. Now that the Britith cultivate a
neatral friendthip with us, thefe perfons become fo far
neutral that they can now do no harm, as they never
Jid any good. Their exclufive claim to ail the prop-
ertv and talents they are welcome to, (though that is not
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a fact;) I will not except a few commercial rich men
in the union, who give this federal credit, the republi-
cans will oppofe, man to man, for property and talents ;

and the flighteft knowledge of the Union evinces it.
Innovations and profligacy are connccted by grave
chara&ters, to keep up the corps d’efprit in their {focial
toafts---The innovation is upon the common law !---
What is the common law of New-England ? I have
heard a leading federalift to a jury call it * that common
law and law of nature, to which we are born not bred’”
---it was impoflible not to feel a coincidence in the juft-
nefs and aptnefs of the fentiment ! What is the com-
mon law of England but a rule of conftruction here 2
Have the United States made it more than admitting
reafonable cuftoms antecedent to our independence.
The principles of law are the fame in every portion of
the civilized world, where 1deas of commutative and
diftributive juftice prevail. What analogy is there be-
tween Englith and American practice in our courts---
then what but the New-England commonlaw has place,
namely the cuftom---and thatis the Englith common
law, the unwritten law, their cuftoms---and one rule is,
that their cuftoms muft be founded in reafon, muft be
reafonable---would it not be contrary to all recalon to
apply their cuftoms to the New-England pratice, or
rounds of decifion where they vary fo much., Nine-
teen twenticths of the rules of the common law or cuf-
toms of England are cut down in Amcrica---(icir ten-
ures, modes of defcent---conveyance, feuds and de-
pendencies from which fpring the courle f prattice
and the foundition of the common law are 5 unknown
in America as Lord Coke’s (or to fpuak mere accurate.
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ly Littlcton's) ct cetera’s---that is to fay not pra&tifed
upon---or reafoned upon by analogies to the cuftom,
principle or practice ! In the name of common fenfe
what have we to do with them ? or why fhould the
country be confufed with {uch fentiments as innova-
tion, on the common law ? words without meaning or
application,

Now let us fuccinctly review the meafures of the illuf-
trious man and republican adminiftration they calumni-
ate as connccted with our fubjec---in the fore ground
ftands the repeal of the judiciary---it has already been
faid that they had nothing to do that was one good rea-
fon for the repeal ; but let me afk if the addition of fix-
tcen unnece(lary judges with an addition of near 40,000
dollars per annum, wasnot alarming ; if fo, the repeal
was a neceflary meafure. Next the taxes are taken off
that was to pay thefe very judges, ftanding armies,
building navies, the whole tribe of officers that accom-
pany thefe hopcful eftablithments---and here again let
me afk, if one copper was taken off the beer, the com-
mon beverage of the people of England, what joy,
bonfires, and illuminations would run through the
country : they would be looking for political falvation
and returning happinefs. Reverfe the fcene as it is,
they can barely live; the richer fort of familics lay
down their carriages, and curtail their ftile ot living,
their taxes are fo enormous---that is, if a man has one
hundred {ollars per annum to live on, government takes
fifty. Contraft this with America, where the taxcs are
fwept away, together with the cftablithments and prin-
ciples they were raifed to fupport, and to carry into
efle@. Well may the Brittth members exclaim ¢ an
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Englifhman now has only to regret his not being born
in America.” Mr. Jefferfon, who has been blamed for
only being civil to the French nation, with whom they
were in amity, and contributed to our independence,
within a fhort four years, has raifed his country to a
pitch of glory unexampled and unparalleled in the hif-
tory ot nations ! This is their language, he has knock-
ed down the bafe of corruption ‘¢ taxes” by taking
way the neceflity for them. Inftead of fifty thouland
troops to be conftantly drilled by Mr. Hamilton, to
affert the dignity of America---that is, to afiert ** with
no lefs tendernefs, than elevation’ his own dignity,
over the liberties, and at the expenfe of the blood of
Americans---this crufader for dignity (I am told he
comes from Santa Cruz) is now in the back ground,left
to contemplate what the real republican adminiftration
has atchicved. The overflowing undivided praife of
the wife ftatefman and politician in every nation. The
daring attitude of a great frec country, dcpending up-
on her conftitutional force and refources, in licu of hir-
ed drilled mercenaries to meet the moft formidable at-
tack that could be meditated en her independence---
Thofe New-Englanders, that General Burgoyne faid
would fight like tygers, and difpute every inch of their
native clod. It 1s liberty that infpires this fenfation !
what can the foldier under a monarchy, fighting for the
glory of his mafter, know of the {pirit and firc ot a fon
of liberty, fighting for himfelf and his country, where
he knows none fuperior, where he is the monarch and
the mafter, and obedient only to the common voice of
his country ?
D
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And here let me paufe ; and recal to your minds the

" blood ftained fields, bathed with the ruddy gore of our
. brethren, the heroes who fell and fuffered in the im-

mortal caufe, the unnatural conteft of a cruel mother,
and her infant offspring, to ftrangle us in our ftruggle
for liberty ! Great God! can 1t be poffible, that [
thould fee amongft us one unfeeling American, whofe

. heart is not touched with this lively and lamentable re-
- colle&ion---the martyred {treams frethening and crim-

foning our native plains---the fond mother bedewing

~ with tears the corpfe of her manly, youthful {fon, truci-
 dated by an unnatural barbarous enemy, expiring and
- falling for her protetion, to fave her who preffed him,
a lovely babe, to her maternal bofom---The aged fire
"~ whofe grey hairs fubjected him only to infolence and

brutality, inftead of veneration and refpect, borne down
and broken hcarted to lofe the ftay and prop of his re-
maining life---The tender endearments of the moft be-
Joved in life, feparated ; the {focial duties of neighbor
and friend broken up ; the favage tomahawk let loofe
upon us ; thofe favages thatan Englith peer to the eter-
nal difgrace of his name, faid * God and nature had
put into their hands to fubdue rebels.”” Thefe were
the horrors of the American war and the inftances fa-
miliar to us---Let the generation amongft us juft rifing
into life, be taught to reflect upon thef: fections ot our
hiftory whilft now they have the opportunity of fecing,
fecling and realifing the awful mementos in every part
cf the union, inftead of political dictionaries compofed
for them, to rear them in faction and treafon---Let them
afcertain and appreciate the awful period of the war,
What compenfation this fide Heaven can {atisfy the
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blood and treafure loft, and trials fuftained in that peil-
ous critical period ?  What compenfation, I had nearly
{aid, but our Ameriean liberty, have we for our towns
blazing under the cannon’s roar---diftreffed families
chafed from their natural homes to feek the hofpitality
of our neighboring towns---our war-worn foldiers con<
tefting the feverities of the northern cold, with naked,
fometimes half frozer feet, marching thro’ depths of
winter’s fnow, and the dark impenetrable foreft. A-
mericans ! Americans ! where has been your feeling !
What torpid fenfe has now benumbed your noble fouls !
have thefe men fully experienced the full protecticn of
our late government---No | They have on the contrary
been marked for Britith or federal vengeance. The
federal cockade has been the fignal for Englith retribu-
tion. Brave veteran Americans on fhore---and og the
waves, a Decatur, for matchlefs heroifm, flands now
the boaft of his country, who has already reapca the re-
ward of his valor, through an adminiftration ever alive
to the juft claims of their meritorious brethren !

Next let us confider the recent acceflion ot Louifia-
na---and here indeed 1 find the inadequacy to my duty
this day, whether moft to admire the confummate abil-
ity of the negociation, the mafter ftroke of policy in
the atchievement, or the incalculable riches and refourc-
es of this great territory ; effe@ed at the period cxaétly
when, if ever, the French nation could have been dan-
gerous to us as a neighbor---with a great politic ftatef-
man and imperial hero at the head of his conquering
armies---at a period that gave America the happy op-
portunity to check the proud domination of the Fnglifh
over the feas---boldly to reclaim our impre{led feamen,
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and challenge our maritime rights,* enabled us to defx
troy that foreign peftilential influence over the councils
and interefts of America---and to make friends of thofe
who were our fecret yet known enemies. But above all
praife the negociation that {pared the blood of our fel-
low citizens, and faved millions upon millions of the
hard earned fruits of our induftry and labour---That
negociation for a territory which promifes refources
commercial and agricultural beyond the ability of any
other nation ever known or read of---a circumftance
alone that muft unite and bind the union by the ftrong-
eft ties of mutual intereft, and interchange ot the vari-
ous products of the clime, and commodities for fale.
Ranging over the greateft portion of the weftern hem-
ifphere, under a mild tho’ efficient government, un-
known to the inhabitants of the old world---inviting
them to participate of our bleflings the fruits of freedoin,
and the juft adminiftration of our political and civil af-
fairs. What reafon have we to adore the_fupreme au-
thor of all goodnefs for this interpofition of his kind
providence---difpelling the temporary gloom that hung
over us like a fullen cloud ; that has brought forth fal-
vation to his chofen people in America---to blefs us
with rulers of ocur own choofing, and filling them with
wifdom and virtue---that he has referved for us fo good
and great aman asJEFFERSON,to follow fo good fo great
aman asW ASHING ToN---uniting the profound powers
of the philofopher with the {kill and ability of an acute
ftatefman, unrivalled in all the excellencies of claflical
and moral erudition--his heart filled, fupported and ani-
mated by the greateft virtues---magnanimity, conftan-

* Through M. Forbes the American Conful at Hambuorgh,
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ey of mind, ferenity, temyerance and Lenevolence, the
features of this our revered patriot our Amcrican repub-
lican ; if ever the great man, the ““ cmnis hemo™ of the
ancients was conceived in its true {pirit, T fliould felect
TraomAs JEFTERsoN for that man.  The Man of the
People. Heaven picferve to the people hisincttimuble
life, pour on him her choiceft bleflings,and thegreatcft ot
all fublunary bleflings, the full fruition of a great mind
centemplating the love of a grateful country. OFi for thin
pen of Salluft to chaftife his enemies and fwell hus praife
---a Hume or Robertfon to record with faithtulnets in
the luminous page of Anicrican hiftory, what I now
fo faintly offer.  Ther¢iore, with fentiments of exalted
patriotifm, let us all endeavour to imitate a W asnixg-
ToN and JErtTERsoN, as the madels of the Amernicons
to dwell upon in all their imitable perfections---the
great leflons they inculcate to preferve and cheritli: hke
WasHningToN---to frown indignantly on the wicred
and audacious man who adviles to fever us from our be-
loved union. Let us cultivate cur minds and employ
our talents, in the meafure God has been pleafed to be-
ftow upon v in a life of public and private utility. Tt
thofe who have drank more deeply f the [pring of {ui-
ence ftrive to excel in a practical, as well as philofopli-
ical difplay of her general principles---to cmbellith and
adorn fociety with benevolence, which is true politenets
~--to difcard unworthy thoughts of each other, which
generate 11l breeding and morofencfs---to leave the jar-
ing voices of the factious to triemifelves---and cur poli-
tical differences to thofe heads ro adjuft, to whom we
have committed our great interefts to preferve our poli-
tical virtue as the polar ftar of direction to political hap-

E
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ptazfs---aboveall to follow the precepts of our holy re-
ligion, of which the foundations are too firmly laid by
its divine founder to be fhaken of vain, frail, {ceptical
man. ‘Then may we hope to lull thc voice of party
that has raged in and difgraced our New-England coun-
try---{often the afperities of the difappointed and afpir-
mg---influre to ourfclv\..s the a'miniftration of juftice in
our courts, unbiaffed by the deadly feud--feel a warmth
of common charity and good neighborhood---1n a reci-
procity of kindnefs and good offices to one another---
banifh all animofities---bind up all wounds---forgive as
we expelt to be forgiven. Thefe are branches of polit-
ical virtuc---* Meifes profundo pulchior evenit,” we
fhall then rife more beautiful froin the lownefs and
depths of faction, party, and paflionate bickerings ;
and by teaching the doltrine, and pra&iﬁng the princi-
ples of public virtue, we fhall raile our country to her
truc afcendanft---offer the proudeft example on earth of
a country proud of her political ftanding---a great na-
tion of happy freemen---when the fent:mentQ and 1ntol-
crance of ariftocrats will become as unfafhionable as the
arc unpalatable to the tafte of an American. Thefe are
the principles of American liberty, of American Repub-
licani{m, the theme and fubje& of the hour.

What congratulations may I not offer you on the re-
turn of thofe principles to New-Hampfhire, thai was al-
ways predi¢ted nieed only to be underftood ; When fcd-
cralifm, “‘like a harpy, would take wing and fly away”
---1 congratulate you that from the hmheﬂ: authority,
thoic are \Vdﬂnno‘toman principles ; and that the fod-
erlifls begin to unde . nd their own principles. Let
us now lavite them to  uearsr approach to us, and the
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next point we fhall all airive at, u'ill.bc Amciican prin-
ciples, Waihingtonian or Jefferfonian, or any other
great name or factitious importance they may pleafe to
attach to them.

Thus have I with alacrity, though with Lafte, ohey-
ed your fummons (this flattering mark of your kinil
partiality.) I have not taken the time to peifcctionate
a ftudied compofidion : with the candid it will excufe
me. I have endeavored to avoid a frothy declamation,
thinking more plainly to point out the practical beaefits
arifing from our rcpublican government---that experi«
ence has evinced and muft fubdue the moft obdurat- to
the opinion, that republicanifmis not only the beft poffi-
ble, but the beft practical, of all governments. I couild
eafily thow that the analogy between the ancient democ-
racies, and our own improved American republican re-
prefentation does not hold ; with fcnfible and learned
men I fhould only be thought oftentatious, to prove
what is fo univerfally admitted. Few amongz us can be
candidates for the higheft offices, becaule fo few are
capable of adminiftering them.  Rivalthip will al-
ways exift to a degree in an cic&tive government---it
1s the evil attendant upon all human mftitutions ; and
indeed for that reafon government itfelf 1s faid to be a
neceflary evil.  Theonly pointis, whatis the beft gov-
ernment : and, 1t would be wafling time to raife a
doubt in America that republicanifm is the fitteft in
all its confiderations for the ftate of man. ‘Then as
governors and governed, as parents and hea:ls of fam-‘
ilies, as neighbors, brethren and friends, 1ot us all Airm="
ly unite in the fupport of our republican inflitutions ; -
in haftening towards the clofeft union with our fifter
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' ftates, to cling with the meoft affc&ionate ardour and
grati itude to our beloved Prefident ; whofc life and la-
' bours have been fo inftrumental, dnd arc now devoted
to promnote the greatnefs and glory of America---to
chife from us the demon, who, with damned envious
look repines at our happmefs and would divide us to
IeiTen it---to regard with tendernefs and allowances fuch
men, whofe {entiments are anti repubhcan and who
have been born and bred in the corruptions of monarchy,
protet them without allowing them to {hare in any of-
fices of power ! remembering “that it is chiefly through
their inftrumentality fo much misfortune was brought
upon us as to divide as into parties !---to view with
Jealoufy any lurking plan of feducing; us from our rul-
ers as {priaging from the fame fourc: ! and tending to
alicnate ovr national partiality for the union.

\Vith thefe guards, and with an honeft, well dire®ed
zeal in the prefervation of our political virtue ; it dif-
covers little thare of penctration to forefee and tforetell,
that as individuals of the vaft mafs of the aggregate of
the nation ; and as a nation itfelf, the American people
hve the mo:t felicitous profpe&, with which the Al-
ryghty has ever favored the race of man ; and I now
ciofe with the folemin prayer and lateft wxfh, this fide
the grave, that the rights, liberties, and independence
of my country may be perpetual under the AUSPICES
oi REI'UBLICANISM.

FINIS,



