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AT a meeting of the Committee appointed to alt ge-
aerally for thofe Youne Men of the City of New-
York, who have pledged themfelves, and are ready
fo turn out a: a moment's warning, in fupport of
Government, held at Hunter’'s Hotel, en Thur{day,

July 5, .1798.

wanentmi S —
Ox. Mori0N,

Refolved Unanimoufly, That Antbony Bleccker,
Fohn M. D. Laurance, and Jobn E. Seaman, pre-
fent the Thanks of this Committee to foun WELLS,

Efq. for the feafonable and pastriotic Oration delivered
by bim before the Youth of this City on the 4th In-
flant ; being the Anniverfary of our National Inde-

pendence, and to requeft of bim a copy thereof for
publication,

By order of the Committee,.
Signed, WiLiiam H. Ropinson, Chairman.
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AN ORATION, &c.

-*-'

IN common with the People of America, we are
once more met in commemoration of THAT DAY,
the recolle&tion of which muft awaken all the
feelings of American pride, and call forth thofe
noble energies of the foul, which governed our
FATHERS in the Declaration of that Independence,
which it will be the ambition and boaft of her

Sons to maintain.

A people, at {tated periods, publicly recognizing
the origin of their NaTIONAL EXISTENCE, and
the eftablifhment of their soveireioNTY, affords a
fpetacle no lefs interefting than ufeful. Contem-
plating the free fpirit of our country—acquainted
with her rights—refifting the firft encroachments
of unauthorized power—ftruggling againit injuf-
tice, though, unequal to the combat~—and deter-
mined, at every hazard, to oppofe the lawlels in-
vafion of her liberties—the warmeft intereft is
excited 1n her fate—the ftrongeft joy in every fuc-
cels, and the fevereft forrow in every defeat.

HAarriLY
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HarepiLy for us, the firm zeal of our councils,,
and the undaunted prowefs of our arms, enable
us to review the firit periods of our national hif..
tory with THAaT pPRIDE, which refults from the
conicionnefs of having fprung from ANCESTORS,
w'ho, dflrin'ng the reftraints of colonial depen-
deace, NOBSLY DARED BE FREE.

Freqrrnr recurrence to firft principles, will
alwvavs be attended with advantage—oblierving
taem in ail their orizinal purity and force, their
valuz and importance will be imprefled on the
nind, and w2 will be better enabled and difpofed
to corred their abufe or corruption, to renovate
ticir vigor, and enforce their obfervance.

Ix this view, the ANNIVERSARY we are NOW
CELEBRATING has its peculiar ule: it reminds

- us of the virtuous enterprize of our anceftors—

¢"cir hich opinion of the bleflings of civiL LI
2 rTv—the full enjonyment of thdr unimpaired
r?;;‘ua—-ihtir Solemn determination te perif with
i c3un’ry, fusner than become the ignoble vaffals of
as Lincsring p:mf:'r, and teaches us, 'in the moft
einphanic language, the duties which we owe to
¢t counity and poflerity ¢ and accurfed be that
{iirit, which is fo far {funk In poverty, that does
1. t cacch, the generous enthufiafm from their
b ivids €xdiplcs, and SWEAR that fuch Shall

vt
[

FOR
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YorR EVER be THE cHarRa¢TER of AMERL
CANS!

" In the hiftory of man, fo few are the epocha
diftinguithed by their favorable influence on the
liberty and happinefs of our race, that they may
be confidered rather as extraordinary departures
from thd®eftablithed courfe of things, than thofe
which placed man in his proper condition in-a ftate
of Society.

Tue fAuuations and revolutions in Govern-
ments, have generally been the ftruggles of con-
tending faltions for afcendancy, contefts for the
fceptre of power, in which the propLE have
occafionally been ufed as machines without fharing
in the glory or advantage of fuccefs, or meeting
with fympathy or compafiion in defeat. The refult
to them has been a change of Rulers without. any
addition to their happinefls. Individugl ambition,
and not public good, being the pulpofes to be an-
fwered, the fluth of viCtory has rather ferved to
exafperate refentments, than moderate the paffions
~ —and the PEOPLE, deceived with the hope of better
days, have not unfrequently found their burthens
encreafed, and their miferies enlarged—little con-
{olation has 1t been to th;:m, that after the tumul-
tuous ftorms of internal convulfions, .the returning
fun of peace and order, has only exhibited a new

| [4Ce
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race fucceeding to the throne of departed matfters.
Li:tle caule have they had to mark thofe epochs as
the returning fealons of national feftivity. They
have not produced to them, in common with us,
thofe fources of congratulation which enliven re-
¢olle@ion—which fthed the cheerful beams of hap-
picefs on all around—which mark the exultation
in *he greeting countenance—and proclaim the
FREEDOM OF THE PEOPLE, the juftice of

their laws—the excellence of their government—
their confidence \n its adminifiration—their attach-
sment 16 $heir country, and the orderly {fubmiffion of
all claffes to its rightful authorities.

Tue féw nations in the tranfatiantic world, who
have enjoyed any portion of civil liberty, have not
unfrequently fmarted under its lofs ; and with
great difficulties, regained that of which their in--
dolence or folly had deprived them. Their charters
of re-acquired powers-and privileges, have been
crimfoned with the beft of blood, and their con-
firmation obtained by the force of arms. The na-
tional character has been re-eftablithed only by a
difplay of valour, equal to the weaknefs by which -
it had been loft ; and the turbulent field of battle,
inftead of the peaceful council, has been the thea-
tre on which the rights of the people have been traced
by the point of the fword, and confirmed by the
armour of war. They have beerr wrefted by vio-

lence

)
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lence from the hand of that ufurpation, which they
themf{clves had fuffcred to be raifed over them ; and
from the continued exercife of which, nought but
the returning {pirit of the NaTioN could have faved
them. Their hiftory, therefore,through its chequera
ed varieties, conftantly prelents that pitture of infta-
bility, which pourtrays the charalter of a people
not uniformly watchful of their liberties, and re-
gardful of their rights—although they may find oc-
cafions for the exercife of an honourable pride in
the intrepid condu& of their anceftors; yet, it
will not be unattended with chagrin and mortifica-

tion, that {pirits fo capable of greatnefs, thould at
any time, be found to have fo far forgotten them-

felves, as, flumbering on their pofts, to betray the
citadel confided to their charge.

However great therefore the pleafure may be
to them of commemorating THOSE DAYs which
have marked the dignity of national character,
yet 1s the feftivity clouded with the fad remem-
brance of fervile meannefs, or the moft condem-
nable indifference—if glory dazzles on the one
hand, its /plendor is diminithed on the other.
The occafional eftablithments of their liberties,
are rather to be confidered as the refults of fa-
vorable accidents, than the fruits of any uniform
fyftem of rights.

Bur,
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BuT, our progcrﬁto'i's who firft fettled this couns
try, brought with them thofe genuine principles
of liberty, which have governed it fince its firft
eftablifthment. They underftood thoroughly the
rights which belonged to the PEOPLE, .and
thofe which pertained to their Rulets. They had
not learned thofe deadly dofirines of wMoODERN
LIBERTY and EQuariTY, which by deftroying
all diltinction, robs the magiltrate of his pawer,
and the people of their reafon, Educated in the
wholefome {chool of Englifb jurifprudence, they
acquired thofe rational maxims of civil liberty,
which will forever ferve as the proPs and orNa-
MENTs of the fociety in which they are cultivated.
They prized too highly the blefﬁngs of felf-govern-
ment, to fubmit to the {malleft exercife of unde-
legated power. Their proud fpirits would not
brook the approach of tyrannical authority, though
cloathed in the commanding garb of parental
right. They refufed to clank their chains to the
nod of any mafler, or bend their necks to any
yoke, however light or eafy the burthen. Adher-
ing to thefe principles, and determined to fupport
them at the hazard of their lives, their fortunes,and
their facred bonor, that revolution, whofe ecom-
mencement we are mow celebrating, was origi
nated and completed.

Ovur fathers then prefented to the world an

example of greatnefs, wifdim, and zeal, which are
upequalled
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uncqualled in the annals of man, and which mult
do honor to America, as long as intrepidity and
virtue fhall have a votary on earth.

Having at the clofe of our revolutionary war,
eftablifbed a charalter as a brawe, freeand independent
people, no nation ever rofe into notice, under more
aufpicious circumitances. And fince the eftablifh-
ment of our federal government, no nation has im-
*'pfoved to more favorable advantage ; the opinion
‘which had been formed of us, and more rapidly

encreafed their happinefs, prafperity, and refpec-
tability.

THE people of this country, have abundant caufe
therefore to felicitate each other on the early and

uniform opinion they have difplayed of /tperty in its
rational fenfe—of the indufltrious care with which
our anceltors firft eftablithed it—of the zeal and bra-
very with which our fathers defended it—and the

prous folicitude with which they have tranfmitted to
- our hands a reputation unftained by dithonor—un-
fullied with bafenels.—A crifis has arrived in our
affairs, in which the queftion is to be folemnly,deter-
mined, whether we wILL continue to maintain zhis
bonorable, and independent chara&er, or fix upon
it an indelible difgrace, by fubmitting to become
the tributaries of a foreign power. FRANCE
has advanced propofitions, and made demands
upon this country, which, if once accedsd to,

will
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will annihilate the dignity, honor, and independencs
of the nation.

THE pomnt now to be decided, involves in it no
lefs than our NaTIONAL EXISTENCE ;—for its def-
truttion has been threatened, unlels we comply
with terms compatible ¢nly with the moit degraded
ftate of vaficlage. There can be mo American,
true to the interefts and honor of his country,
who can, for a moment, contemplate, with pa-
tience, the difgraccfu! alternative—who does not
feel every nerve braced for orrosiTion, and,

EVERY DROP OF BLOOD FLOWING WITH
RrDOUBLED VIGOR'!

[F any wretch can be found fo bafe as to defert
his courtry, in the hour of danger—to fhrink from
the fervice fhe may reguire 8f him—or ftill 10 be
the adwacate or cpsle~i? of an implacable and over-
bearing foe, a mart fhould be pur upon his forehead
to fiagle him out as a fit objed for the execrati-
ons of his countrymen, the deteftation of man-

kind, and the everlafting curfe of kis God.

By the condu& which the peoPLE of this
country fhall xow adopt, will be determined,
perhaps, forever, whether a nation can long exift
under a form of government, purely republican = if

it fhould be found that, in the fhort lapfe of twen-
ty-two
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ty-two vyears, domeftic faction, co-operating with

. foreign -intrigue and influence, have fo far fuc-
ceeded in the profligacy of their fchemes, as to
over-awe the councils of our country, to rob
them of their energy, and deprive them of therr
power, as it would forever dilgrace our national
chara@ter, fo 1t would have a tendency to cait
fuch an odium on the very fyltem itfelt, as would
in all probability, forever deter any further experi-
ments on the fame plan.

THEe honor of our government, therefore, is
now at f{take; 1its charalter about to receive a
‘ftamp that it will forever carry, of firmnefs and
dignity, or imbecility and meannefs; and the
country is called upon for its united fupport that
the independence, which has been atchieved, may
be preferved, and continue to prove our ffrong hold
in times of national trouble and difficulty. It will
otherwife ferve no other purpofle, than to have:
elevated us to a rank among the nations of the
earth, to become more confpicuoufly the object
of public contempt—to be pointed at with the fin-
ger of Icorn, as a people boalting of their fupe-
rior virtue, and enlightened freedom, without the
courage and refolution to detend them againit the

attacks of the mo? awful tyranny which has ever
threatened the eartin

Bor,
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BoT 1 cannot indulge the ungenerous fufpicion,
that fuch will be the fate of my country. I will ra-
ther cherifh the nobler belief, that my countrymen,
animated with oné common {pirit, will produce to
the world A seconDp and MORE GLORIOUS inftance
of their unfhaken determination to LIVE g free and

sndependent people.

Taose who flill furvive our revolutionary war,

who took a part in its interefts—who fhared in itz
glorious and honorable fatigues, know too well
the value of their hard.earned labours, 1o fuffer
them to be fnatched from them without an effort
for their prefervation—And the YOUTH of A.
MERICA, roufed by the refentments, and animated
by the example of their FATHERS, will prefent a

bulwark to their country againt foreign invafion
and domeffic fallion.

Tue independent fpirit of America will thus
maintain our national charalter free from blemith,
and perform one of the fr/ and mo# facred duties
a country owes to itfelf, and which no fealons of
policy or convenience fhould ever prevent it from
exercifing—Without felf-refpe, how are we to
obtain it from others—without an ereft and dignifi-
ed conduét at home, how are we to command it

abroad ?
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abroad 7 The importance to the community, of
national pride and lonor, cannot be too 'deej:)ly
imprefled—they are the beft guarantee of our
independence—-and the fafeft fecurity againft ag-
greflions. ]

TuaT people, who, on all proper occafions,
give unequivocal proofs of their fixed determina.
tion never paffively to fubmit to injuftice and infult,
and who poflcfs the power and determination, at
all times, to repel their approach, will be much
lefs fubjet to provocation, than fuch as by the pufi-
lanimity of their councils—the cowardice or weak-
nefs of their citizens—are known to poflefs difpo-
fitions that will temporize with difgrace, and compro-
mife with difbonor. A nation which will once ftoop to
fuch meannefs, will find that her pacific difpofitions
will be attended but with litcle advantage: if the

fhould fatten upon her difgrace, fhe only makes
herfelf the furer fpoil of fome more daring foe.

Trese remarks are drawn from the prefent fitu-
ation of our country, which loudly calls for the
exercife of viGorR and FORTITUDE in every def-
cription of people, to maintain and fupport the con-
Situted authorities, our fovereignty and indepens
dence. | h

THe
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THE republic of FrancE, towards whom we
ence telt the livelieft regard—in whofe fortunes we
took the warmeft intereft—and in whofe profperity
we gave the molt unequivocal proofs of joy, has
repaid thofe flattering tokens of refpe&t and efteem
by a feries of injurtes, infults and contumelies, the
recolleCtion of which, muft excite, in every Ame-

rican bofom, the wearmeft indignation, and the
keeneft refentment.

Our nation, yet in infancy—our government,
not yet matured by experience—nor ftrengthened
by praltice—our commerce, extenfive and unpro-
teCted—our country, recovering from the ftruggles
of our revoluticnary war, our population ra-
pidly encreafing—our property, rifing in value—
the induftry and ENTERPRISE of our citizens, am-
ply rewarded, ALL combined to render PEACE too
defirable a condition to be lightly departed from.
—The councils of our country have accordingly,
with unremitting afliduity, fought fo heal the differ-
ences which have exilted between the two republics
by rciterated attempts at honorable and amicable nego-
ciat,cn—by a fair and candid ddcufuon of falls,
to place the condut of our government in that
upright and independent view, which comported
with national faith, and national interefts. But,
our munifters of peace have been rejected with fcorn,

and
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and their offers of conciliation with cniempt. An
appeal to the juftice of our claims has been treated
with ridicule——our ambafladors have been denied
their diplomatic charater, and even a permifiion
to difcufs our complaints, except upon terms
which fuppofe in the charater of the American
people, a degree of abject meanefs, mno lefs

wounding to our pride, than infulting to our
underftandings.

Wrar! The free-born fons of AMERICA becomg
the vaflals of France !—furrender their frvereignty at
the prft fumm:ns of an infolent foe !—tarnifh their

dignity, and forever difgrace the charaller fo bravely
won J

To what purpofe have fo many rivulets of blood
flown—{o many valuable lives been loft, to eftablith
our Independence, if it is now to be facrificed at
the polluted fbrine of French rapacity and dominion.
The wounds are fcarcely healed which were ac.
quired 1n the eftablithment of our liberties——the
ground 1s {carcely cold, which was enriched with
the blood of departed patriots—the groans of the
dying foldier, who nobly fell in the defence of his
country, are ftill tinkling upon the ear, when we
are called upon to abandon our Indcpendence and

fovereignty,

S
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fovereignty, gained by the calamities of a feven-years
war—And this, not as a compenfation for injuries
done—not as an atonement for offences commuted
—not for the improper or profligate ufe of our
national powers ; but, for the high crimes of affert-
ing and maintaining our right to felf-government-—
of choofing for ourfelves the pofition moft profitable
and advantageous during the European confli&,
and preferving it with honour and good faith—of
forming fuch compalts as we thought beit calcu.
lated to {fettle paft differences, and fecure the ob-
fervance of juftice in future—ot taking fuch mea-
fures as would enable us to fteer a courfe clear of

the tempeftuous fea, by which Europe has {fo long
been agitated !

CaN any American be found who can patiently
contemplate this dicfatorial and infulting conduét on
the partof FrRANCE ¢ 1if there be, let him be told,
in addition thereto, thatif thetr demands are not
implicitly complied with, they have threatened to
overwhelm us with jre, with fiwerd, and with
all the horrors of Dsmeftic Faltion—to divide our
Union, to crufy our Government—and parcel us out
among the powers of Europe, as their pleafure or
convenience may dictate !—If the paflivenefs of his
temper is proof againft #4is, he is a difgrace to the
land which gave him birth—Nay, to any land but

that which is ruled by a French Directory.
WITH
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WitH views thus hoftile, which have been un-
equivocally declared to you, and which are now
known to the world, can any man hefitate between
a peace, which at one blow annihilates every
thing facred to us as a nation, or war, accom-
panied with every difliculty which imagination
can trace, in defence of our liberties—our confti-
tution—religion and laws.

REecoLLECTING the occafion on which we are
met—the high example fet us by our Fargsrs—it
fhall never befaid that the YOUTH of AME-
RICA are {o far funk in flothful degeneracy, as
to be indifferent to the fate of their country—to
be 1dle and unconcerned fpeftators of the gather-
g cloud, whofe alpett fpeaks defltru&ion—and

whole burft upon our unprepared. heads, will
leave us m ruin.

Many of us, my young friends, during that
war, whichr eftablifhed our Independence, were
vet in the cradle of infancy-——our youthful arms
were not yet ftrung for war—our nerves not yet
braced for hardy attion; but the firft fentiments
with which our infant bofoms glowed,‘ were
the love and honour of our country, and the firft
with-we were taught was, that we bad been able 13
Jight by the fide of our fathers.  They have now
grown old, and to us devolves the facred truft

of
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of méfnrafning' that ‘Indepqzdence, which they,
with fo many glorious toils acquired.

Ler us fully difplay the true American Charac-
ter—mild and forbearing in peace, proud and

powerful in war; for it is not now to be concealed
that our only fafety is in the UNION and VIGQR
of our councils, ind in the {trength of our ARMS.

It 1s by the weapons of war, that we are now to
enforce that juftice, which we have fought for

with the moft unfeigned fincerity, or that we can
even maintain our internal governnment and fove-

reignty.

THE rapacious mon/fers of France have breathed
their peftilence over Europe—marked their foot-

fteps with defolation and deftru&ion, and covered
the land on which they have trod, with the’
blood of the juft and the tears of the innocent—
with the Syren fong of prefended liberty, they
have enchanted the ear, and intoxicated the brain
cf their deluded votaries, until they have made
them the fit inftruments of every {pecies of facri-

ledge, murder, rapine and wvislence, which can heap
difgrace on the name of man.

NoT fatisfied with the progrefs they have made
in Europe, they are about to traverfe the At-
lantic ; and our country is doomed next to grace

the
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the triumphs of their arms.—Already have they
boafted of their means of feditton—the divifions
of the people—and the ftrength of their party.—
Already have they difcloled to us our fate, by re-
minding us of that of Venice, to which we our-

felves’ may add the affli¢ting examples of Genoa,
Holland, and Switzeriand.

NoucHT, therefore, 1s left for zs, but by.a vi-
gorous preparation for war, either to avert its
evils, or be enabled to meet them with proper
refolution and advantage—a war which will in-
volve in its iffue every thing which can be facred
to us as men, and valuable to us as citizens.—
Let us, therefore, no longer indulge in the
idle dreams of conciliation—in the decetful
hopes of negociation—but rely on our own
ftrength for the maintenance of our rights, and
the redrefs of our wrongs.

UNDER the adminiftration of an executive,

who has nobly declared that his hand fhall never
fign the ingnominious deed, which fhall furren-

der the fovereignty of his country, we may
truft our moft unreferved confidence.

THis is the temper which fhould animate every
Amzrican, and which would eftablith our In-
pEPENDENCE beyond the power of the univerfe.

In
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In competition with #haf, wealth, eafe, and pri-
vate convenience, fhould be held as nought. De-
termined to live a free and fovereign people,
let every exertion be made, every arm be railed
in defence of the country—and, if it mu fall,
let us perifb with it—let no one furvive the dif-
grace—let no one ltve to be told that the fpi-
rit of America was {ubdued.

Ir this folemn determination be THIS DAY
taken, relying on the juft providence of our God,
eur Independence wil {till be faved—its value
will be enhanced—and our polterity will feei
the encreafed duty of preferving an 1inheritance
gained and tranfmitted to them with fo much
blood, toil; and difhculty; and <we, ourfelves,
may live to fee our country Zriwmphant, Ko~
moured and Refpected. Q' 7 ' 40

FINTIS.



