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SIR, |
THE undtéﬁgned. the .G ittee of . Arrangements of the’
Wasninaron Benevoreny Socizry, for celebrating, in this

town, the prefent Anniverfary of American Independence, in con
ne&ion with the great events-taking place in Europe j: in behalf of’
¢he Society, retarn ydu their thanks for the clegant, interelting
and .patriotic O:ation, by you this day delivered, before them, and
requeflt a copy for the prefs. ..
We remain, Dear Sir,
Very r'cfp;&fully.r .
«* SAUr 0 &dm ts,
. "ISAAC ADERCROMBIE,
GEORGE MACOMBER, Jr.
NOAH . MATTOON, Committce:
H, WRIGHT STRONG,
SAMUEL TI. DICKINSON,
NOAH WEBSTER, Esq, .
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ADVERTISEMENT.

IT is ufual, on the anniverfary of the declaration of Inde.
pendence, to declaim on the deliverance’ of this country from
tyranny, and the felicity cf the peqple But the fituation of the
United States feems to déthand ébfervations of a different charac-
ter. The flztterers of the people are their worft encmies. 1t is
idle and mifchievous to cry peace, peace, when there is no peace.

The following obfervations are not limited to the Gove nment:
of the United States‘and of this Codmmonwealt] They embrace
2 wider range ; and the writer is perfuaded that the reprefentation
of the defects of our conftitutions, of the vices.and corruptions of
our governments, and of the dangers to which we are expofed is:

warranted by fa@s within his own knowledgs, and falls far fhort
of the truth, '
4.



Ay ORATION .

IT is 2 maxim among political writérs, that pub.
dic virtue, and a general diffufion of knowledge among the
people, are cflential to the fupport of a free republican
government, As the citizens, under fuch a conftiwution,
arc the fountain of power, the purity of their views and
principles, and an acquaintance with the men whom they
{cle& for rulers, feem indifpenfable to a wife choice, with-
out which they have no fecurity for the excrcife of juftice
and wifdom, in the feveral departments of government.
. The truth of thefe fundamental maxims being admitted,
the friends of this form of government have a very dif-
couraging profpe& of givieg to it perpetuity or very. longr
duration ; for where has exifted the nation whofe citizens
have long retsined fufficient virtwe, information and patri.
otifm to preferve the purity -of their cle®ions and an un-
corrupt admiuiftration ? In what country have a majority
of the cle@ors had the knowledge and vigilance to dete&,
or the firmnefs to oppofe with fuccefs, the arts and felfith
views of ambition? Reafoning from firft principles, we
thould conclude that ele@ors would always chufe for their
rulers men of known talents and tried integrity ; and that
the dependence of rulers upen the people for their offices,
wouid fecure their fidelity, and the moft upright difcharge
of their public duties. But in what republic have fuch
cxpeltations been realized ? In what ele@ive government
has the choice of ralers been uniformly dire@ed by wifdom
and condudted with impartiality ? In what country, have
rulers been uniformly men ¢ who fear God and hate co-
vetoulnefs ?** If fuch an example has ever exifted, the hifs
tory of it has not {allen under my notice,
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When by the folemn declaration of the conftituted au.
thority of the United Colonies, which we have this da
affembled to commemorate, our political conne@ion wit
the parent ftate was dificlved ; our beft and wileft ftatef-
men indvlged the hope aad probably the belief, that a re.
publican form of government might be devifed, which
fhould be exempt from the errors and defedts, which have.
been fatal to other republics. The people of this.country
were flattered with' the opinion that their fuperior educa.-
tion, virtue and patriotifm wouid preferve them from the.
corruptions which have undermined, and the faétions which.
have convulfed and overthrown, the republican conftitu-
tionsof other countries. But in the fcience of politics, the- .
orics prove to be fallacious ; fchemes of government which
appear to be perfe& on paper, are found to be weak and
defeflive in pra&tice ; and we are not to be furprifed if the
United States fhould furnifh another inftance ot the falli
bility of human wifdom.

'The Conftitution of the United States is the work of-
the ableft ftatefmen our country has produced. It was
intended to contain the beft pradticable principlés of re-
publican government ; combining energy with freedom ;
and embracing provifions for fecuring the rights of indi-
viduals and of the feveral {tates. The powers diftributed
to the feveral departments, the rights, exceptions and hmi-
tations, are all defined with wonderful precifion ; and the
whole inftrument has been gencrally admired as a matter-
ly preduétion.  The ratification of this Cozftitution by the
requifite number of ftates, was celebrated with enthufiaftic
joy, and hailed as the commencemeTit of a new era of pub-
lic profperity and private happinefs, This joy could be
augmented only by the eletion of the illuftrious Wathing-
ton, to be the firft Chief Magiltrate. That virtuous man
did not feek the fuffrages of his fellow-citizens ; he em-
ployed no arts to obrair the office of Prefident ; he had no
felfith views in accepting it.  Such a man, and fuch only
éan be fafely trufted with the public welfare, When he



A4

I3

entcred upon the dutics of his office, he folemnly fwore to
extcuta it faithfully, add to preferve, proie& and defend
the ‘Conflitation. Hé was faithful to Jiis cath: lic ad-
mififtered  the ?ov‘trnin‘ie'nt' it ifs’ ‘pﬁ'r‘ii{;; ;qn”d under the
falutary influence of his counifels, the' United States ad-
vanced in arts ifi agficulture, in' commerce, in: wealth and
power, With a,rapidity unexdmpled ; and our citizens were
as happy' at home, 4s our national charaéler was refpected
abroad. ‘Whiat arevérfe has the revolution ot a few years
exhibited ! 'From the provd clevation’ fo which the wife
and dignificd meafures of Wafhingtorn had exalted the
United Stateés, how fpecdy has ben the decline to mean.
nefs and degradation! Who that/Toves his country’s prof-
perity, is not wounded-—who that values its honor, docs
not feel debafed, at the humiliating contrait !

‘I'oc what caufe muft be aleribed this aftonithing changc
in the condition and profpeéts of the United States £ ‘1o
the wrong views, to the weaknefs or to the wickednefs of
the adminiftration, is the ufual reply.  But the reply, is
not fatisfaétory. Fow came tlie government to be placed
in fuch hands ? Are not the ciizens of the country the
fource of power ¢ Have they not {clefted the men who.
make, and the man who execuites, the laws ? Can the peo-
ple be wrong ? Arc they ignorant or are they corrupt?
Can the majority of our citizens miltake the charalters of
the men they eleét? Can they miltake the intereft of the
country ? Or is it to be fuppoled they would knowingly
betray their truft ? The falt that we have a bad admini-
itration, is undeniable ; for what proof of a bad admini-
{tration can be lefs doubtful, than a continued ferics of
political evils? And whether we aflign us the caufe the
wickednefs or the imbecility of the men in power, the fa&:
is a melancholy proof of the prattical imperfedtions of our
Conftitution. It may well abate our confidence in eleflive
governments, and reprefs the ridiculous vanity of confid-
cring ourfelves as the moft virtuous and enlightened peo-
ple on carth,



6

1a truth, the people of this coyntry, even the wifel} of
ghem, have deceived themlelves on the fubje&t of gavern-
ment, and in the eftimate thq;have formed of thcir own
charadter.. In [uppofing ﬂjg:m Ives better informed or lefs
«<orrypt than the people of other. countrigs, and therefore
better qualified to maintain an elcflive governmgat, they
haye manifelted an catircignorance of the depravity of the:
human Neart, and of the wniyerfality of thac unprincipled
ambition to which almoft every free government on cartl
has, fooner or later, fallen a viftim. (Nots 1.)

My fellow-citizens, ¢ A, I+Jb¢c6mq'.y{:'.-iir encmy, be.
caufe 1 tell'you the truth 1’ If my whole life will no: beay
me ample tefltimony that I love my native country, aad am
ardently attached to a frcc republican government, my
moft folemn proteftations will be of no avail,. Butitis
worfe than in vain, it is crimipal to attempt to difguife the
truth. Our Conltimtgan is framed for the goverament of
men, not as they are, but as they /houid be—far a nation
of wirtuous, enlightened, difinterefted men—a pation of
imaginary beirgs, Thereare doubtlefs as many, men of
public virtue and private iategyity, in America, in propor-
tion to its population, as in other countries. ' But in no
country, have the virtuous ditizens, been able, for a long
period, to’ maintaln the purity of a free gov=rnment, form.
cd upon the bafis of a common fuffrage, againft the incef-
fant attacks of ambitious demagogues, or unprincipled
feekers of power., Nor will the educatioti of the citizens
of a free country infure ynbiafl~d cle@ions, or an upright
adminiftration. Knowledge, learning, talents are not ne-
ceffarily conne®ed with found moral and’ palitical princi-
ples: And eminent abilities, accompanied with depravity
of heart, render the pofleffor tenfold more dangerous in a
community. | |

The love of liberty is inherent in the human heart ;
and every man has a facred right to the fecurc ufe and en-
joyment of his property, to his perfonal fafety, and to as
mnch freedom as is compatible with the rights of others,
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and the peace of fociery. All the, political conflitutions
in this ‘country profefls to fua_r‘antcf thefe rights. How
far they have accomplithed this obje®, let the hiftory of
the late reftritions of cohmerce degjide.

To an inequallty in ‘the reprefentation- of the feveral
(tates, in the Congrefs of the United States, we may af-
cribe, in'a gret meafure, the calamities which now, adlict
our'country. In the Supreme Legiflature, the préperty
of the country is not juftly reprefented, the minor portion -
of the wealth Raving a major vate in both houfes, This
inequality arifes in part from the equal fuffrage enjoyed by
men of 'all conditions ‘in the feveral ftates, and in part from
the repréfentation of thirée fifths of thie Slaves. (NoTz 2.)

Another fundamental ‘error in our conflitutions, efpeci-
ally ih that of the United States, is the admiflion of young
men to a feat in the legiflature. This admiflion is a devi-
ation from the maxims.and praQice of the wifeft nations,
who have tauglht us that * days thould fpcak and a mul-
titude of years thould teach wifdom.”” " No bufinefs in
life fequires fo much experience, and fuch an. intimate
knowledge of men, wich their various interelts, paflions
and prejudices, as that of legiflation ; and in thiz period
of the world, no man can be well qualified to make laws
for a commercial ftate, without an extenflive acquaintance
with the hiftory and general policy of molt civilized na-
tions. How few are the men who, at twenty-five years
of age, have acquired this multifarious knowledge 7 Nor
will reading alone form a good legiflator ; erudition muft
be chaftifed by experience ; a.dent minds mult be difci-
plined by refle®ion and oblervation. This cligibility of
young met to-the moft important and refponfible ftations
in government, opens a door to the exertions of premature
ambition ; and expofes a country to the danger of rath,
precipitate, ill-digefted meafures, and to a confequent in-
ftability of counfels. The beardlefs graduate no fooner
receives his collegiate diploma, than he afpires to dirett
the affairs of a nation, ftarts in the race of public honors
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and outftrips the hoary fage.  This facility of palling at
once from che fchool-boy to the ftatefman tends 1o fill our
coancils with hold, prefumptuous fpjrits, fubftituting con-
fidence for wifdom, the dedifions of .ardent, intemperate
p;tﬂion:for thofe of ¢autiqus deliberation, and untried the-
ory.for the well-fupported maxims of expericnce.

‘But perhaps no part of thé Conflitution of the United
States contains the foarces of fo Wany evils, as the claufes
which refpet the ele@ion and the powers of the Prefident.
The office of chisf magiltrate has been found, in other
countries, a prizé of too much magaitudeto be left as the
fubje of contention.  All the arts w'pich,thc ngenuity
of man can devife—-all the mecans of corruption which de-
pravity can cmploy—-all the viglénce which power can
crercife, have fprung from contgntions for this affice ; and
how can we expe@ to be cxempt from the like evils 7

On this fubje&, the hiftory of Poland furnithes melan.-
choly inftrultion. . The erownin that kingdom depending
on cle@ion, the princes, to fecure the pofleflion of it, fuc-
ceflively furrendered its moft ci¥ential rights and preroga-
tives, till the pofleffor of it was lictle. more than nominal
king, without the power to dcfehd himfelf or His'kingdom
amainft a licentions nobility.  ‘The nobles held the clec-
tions, furrounded by armed vaffals ; bribery was employcd
without fecrecy or fhame; the igtripues of the French
(ourt once placed a Frenchman on ‘the throhe of Poland ;
cvery thing was decided by factions which divided, weak-
cned, and ultimately difmemberéd ‘the kingdon.

S0 common have been the evils incident to eleftive
snonarchies, and fo inevitable havé they been confidered,
that moft nations have abandoned the privilege of choof-
is their king, and refigned the throne to hereditary fuc-
c:filon, as a lefs evil than the diforders which fpring from
1 conteft for {overeinn power.

The United States are lefs expofed to thefe diforders.
s a temoorary Chicl Masiltracy is an office of leis {plen-
Ay and elevauon tirin that of a king.  But the very ar-
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cumftance of its being temporary is a fource of evil, as it
renews the ltrugple fer power at fhort periods, and by
keeping alive party fpirit, it may generate by frequency

of return, the evils which might not {pring from its impor-'

tance. We are indeed making an experiment—and what
has been its fuccels ! No blood has been fhed—no armed
men have appeared to fupport the pretenfions of the can-
didates.~But have all the cle&ions of the Chief Magif-
trate been pure and unbiaffed ? Have no undue means
been ufed ¢ Have no flanders and falfehoods been propa-
gated to exalt a favorite and deprefs a rival ? Have no of-
fices been promifed as the price of influence ¢ Have no re-
wards been beltowed upon thofe who have decided an
eletion ? Let thofe who underftand the human heart, and
the arithmetic of ambition calculate the moral force of the
diftin&tion conferred by theollice of Chiet Magiltrate,and of
the millions 1t can beftow in oflices and emoluments—then
let them decide how long the eleion of that Magiftrate
in this country will wear even the garb of purity. Inany
form of government, the difpofal of offices furnithes an im-
menfe political power—it is both the lever and fulcrum of
Archimedes, enabling an individual to lift the world.
The frequency of eledtions, in a free government, is
deemed a valuable feature of the conftitution ; as the lin-
itation of power in 2w, ns well as in degree, has the effeét
to reftrain its abufcs.  But this 15 @ good accompanied
with an evil. A frequent change of rulers expofes a
country to a perpetual flutuation of counfels and of mea-
{ures ; and the wifeit iyftem of policy, adopted by one ad-
miniftration, i1s liable to be difcarded or defeated by that
which fucceeds. One Prefident may cherifh peace and
neutrality ; the next may involve the country in war—~—
One adminiftration may create a national bank, to facili-
tate the operations of the cuftom-houfe and the treafury ;
the next may futler the inftitution to become extind—One
begins a regular iyltem of naval defenic; the next may
fufter the fhips to perifh, and fquander the public moncy

.
.
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upon gun-boats—One ercéls fortifications j the next {uf-
fers them to decay. In fuch a government, we have na
confidence in the permanence of any courfe of meafures,
The great intere(ls of the country are committed to capri-
cious counfels and temporary exnedients, as expenfive to
the treafury, as they are fatal to the dignity and fecurity of
the nation. 'Were one branch of the legiflature, in a good
degree, independent of the fluctuations of popular opinion,
it would give more ftability and confiltency to public mea-
fures, and gradually imprefs upon them fomething like a
fyftem of policy, which might refcue our national charac-
ter from the imputation of imbecility and folly, (NoTk 3.)

In the power of frequently changing rulers, we have
indeed the advantage of difplacing a bad adminiltration and
fubftituting a good one ; but this power would operate
more effe&ually as a privilege and afford more confolation
in times of trouble, if bad men were not more adroit in
gaming and keeping offices, than the good and the wife.
1t is an evil in cle€tive governments, for which perhaps
there is no remedy, that a majority. of the cle€ors may be
entirely miltaken in regard to important points of national
policy, and deceived in the real chara&er and views of the
men to whom they give their fuftrages, When the mafs
of people are mifled by defigning men or their falfe opin-
ions, they are to be pitied, rather than cenfured. We
may feleét for an example of fuch deception, the opinion
that Great Britaio has no right to take her native fubjefts
out of American fhips. This popular error has been pro-
pagated by the men who have particular views to anfwer,
and the indignation excited by the Britith praétice of im-
prefiments has, in a good degree, anfwered thofe views.
Yet in fu&, the Britifh government claims no righe that
it does not concede to our government ; it claims no right
but fuch as all nations claim, and fuch as belongs to every
fovercignty ; the right to redrefs a wrong by force, when
redrels can in no other way be obtained. In the exercifc
of ihis right, many injuries have occurred in the imprefi-
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ment of native Americans ; but thefe miftakes do not vary
the right, The truth is, our government has been in taul,
from the firlt organization of the Conftitution.—It has not
only admitted Britith feamen into our fervice, with little
reftraint ; but has naturalized foreigners, permitting them
to abjure their allegiance to their native country, in oppo-
fition to the known laws and principles of their refpeétive
governments. This praice is a violation of the firft duty
which one government owes to another—that of refpett-
ing its laws and its fovercignty, L he allegiance which the
{ubjes of a foreign government owe to their {overeign,
is a thing over which our government has no control. No
act of our government, no law, no judicial procefs can, in
the leaft, impair the obligation that exifls between an alicn
and his native country ; and the oaths which aliens take
under our naturalization-laws, renouncing and abjuring
their allegiance to other governments, are mere nullities. ®
The popular miftakes on this {ubje& are a main pillar to
fupport the adminiltration in a molt perverfe and ruinous
courfe of meafures.—Yet all the calamitics of warand the
deftruction of commerce have not yet been able to difpel
the publicillofion.  the authors and fupporters of the er-
ror {till hold their places.

In addition to all the evils neceflarily incident to 2leétive
governments, we have to contend with a holt of diflicul-
ties, which fpring from the extent of our territory, the
[tate {overeignties, and the difcordant views and interelts of
the people in different parts of the Union.

It has been a prevailing opinion ameng the molt influ-
enttal men in this country, that a Union of all the Stares
under one General Councily tnvelted with powers to resu-

* "L'he reafons afligned by Black{tone for the perpetual obliga-
tion of natural allegiance feem to be drawn in part hom feudal
dodtrines, and to be rather plauiible than to 1l.  The true ground
on which this queftion refts is, that every government has all the
nigats of fovereignty over its fubje&s, and when the laws of a ftte
torbid a fubje@ to alicnate his allegiance, t'iey are binding and
cannot be controlled by an a& of another woverament,
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Jate the cominon concerns, efpecially in regard to commerce
and foreign relations, is eflential to the internal peace, the
welfare and the defenfe of the whole.  General Wafhing-
ton, in his farcwell addrefs, has urged the continvance of
the Union, with all the arguments, which his realon and
his paternal withes could fuggeft. He feems indeed to
have doubted whether a ¢ common government can ems
brace fo large a fphere 3 but he withed the experiment
to be made. Bencvolent man ! Could he now rife from
the dead, and at a glance, furvey the effe@s of the experi-
ment, and the ruins of his own theory, what mortification,
what anguifh would the view infli& upon his benignant
foul !

It is fometimes the amiable fault of good men to reafon
from their own withes, rather than {from faéts ;3 and to be
mifled, by the purity of their o ¥n motives, into the beliet
that other men will be guided by motives cqually pure,
LExperience feldom fails to overthrow fuch rcafoniug.

Geucral Walliington oblerves that ¢ with flight fhades
of diflercnce, the people of this comitry liave the fame re-
higion, manncrs, habits and political principles.”

\With regard to religion, it may be obferved that when
men difcard rclicious principles and morals, as qualifications
tor public truft, itis to be prefumed they have no regard
for any religion ; and when the avowed infidel, 1s exalted
to a high [taticn in public life, it is to be inferred that a
wide diticrence exilts on the fubjelt of religion, among
the people of this couniry. |

In repard to manners and ballis, unconneéted with po-
jitical or civil interefls, however various they may and mult
be among men who labor or purfue fome occupation in
perfon, and thofc who aflign all manual employments to
flaves, no difference perhaps exiils that is incompatible
with mutual harmony under the fame government.  But
whar are the fhades of difference in the priciples of men
wiii carry on an adlive trade, and believe it to be a valua-
ble feurce of nauonal profperity ; and of men wao carry
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on 1o adlive commerce themfelves,” but who exprefs thelr
coutempt of it, and their wifh that cvery American fhip
were aunihilated ¢

But, fays General Wathington, the commerce between
the North and the South may be mutually beneficial.
T'his 1s doubtlefs truc ; but a profitable commerce does
not depend o a political conneétion.  Our commerce with
many foreign countries is profitable ; and the trade between
Great Britain and the American States is probably more
beneficial to both countries, than it was before their poli-
tical conneétion was diflolved.

Another arpument in- favor of a Unton of the States,
which probably lay with great weight upon General
Waflington’s miod, was drawn from the defenfelefs con-
dition of the Southern and Weltern States againft a mari-
time cnemy.  He obferves that the Soutl2ern and Weflern
States louvk forward to a maritime f{trength n the naviga-
tion of the Northern States.  “Uhis maritime {lrength the
Southern States cannot {upply, although it will be necefla-
ry for their protedtion and for the fecure enjoyment of the
indifpenfable oudets for the produ@ions of the Weltern
States.

Thefe obfervations are the key that unlocks the fecret.
‘The Southern and We/lern Siates, not being able to furnifly
a naval force for their defenflz, mult look to the northers
nawvigation for maritime proteétion. Spirit of Wathington,
return once more (o your beloved country ! Revifit the
fea-ports of the Nerth | Sec them thick-planted with groves
of mafts, ftripped of their cordage and their canvas ! Sec
the fhips which formerly bere the produdions of the coun-
try to the remoteft chimes, and in return, w uf'ted\ () our
fhores the wealth of the world, now perifhing in the mud !
Sce the whirves deferted or overgrown with grafs ; the
fcamen fcattered or tranfported to the lakes. ‘Ihen in-
quire, who has donc this? What enemy of your ccuntry
has blafted the profpe& which your fond lope had indulg.
cd of maritime protection from the navigation of the north ?
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Is this the work of a foreign foe? or is it fome foul demon
who has robbed your country of its glory and its {trength ¢
No, illuftrious Spirit ; your former neighbors and fellow.
citizens have wrought this melancholy change. "They
frowned on commerce, and it perithed; and with it, the
means of maritime defenfe |

How little, my friends, did General Wafhington under-
{tand the principles, or forefee the condudt, of his fellow.
citizens of the South !

On the fubje& of the probable duration of the federal
government, it 1s lawful and not inexpedient to fpeculate,

The territory belonging to the United States 15 more
than equal in extent to that of Spain, Friace, Germany
and Great Britain, united, and nearly cqual to that of the
Chinefe empire.  The main polt road through the Atlan-
tic States, as appears by a late {urvey, isno lefs than 1680
miles in length; and the line which bounds the whole
territory muft exceed in length four thoufand miles. At
the prefent rate of population, this territory, at the end of
1Go years, muft contain about 4 5o millions of inhabitants,
‘With a due allowance for a decreafing ratio of population,
the number may be eftimated at 300 millions.  Who can
imagine that fuch a mafs of people can be combined ander
one reprefentative form of government ! Who will be bold
cnough to contend that found policy requires it? ‘fhe
Autocrat of Ruflia may hold a nominal {way over the
icattered tribes of a much larger territory ; and the Em-
peror of China may wield the fcepter over a population as
numerous as that which this eftimate aflizns to the United
States. But it muft be obferved that a defpotic govérn-
ment admits neither eletion nor deliberative counfels,
A few fimple edits, fnpported by an army, comprife the
operations of an ablolute government. But hiftory does
not furnith an example of a reprefentation of 3co millions
of people in one deliberative afflembly.  Such an aflembly
muft be too fmail to do juitice to fuch numbers, or oo
large to b= capable of joint deliberation. In fpeculation,
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the idea of combining fucha ‘popularion and fuch an extent
of tertitory under one reprelentative government, appears
to be extremely viftonary.

Befides, the value of reprefentation in government con-
filts in colle@ing a jult view of the circum{tances, interefts,
and wants of the people who are to be governed. To
render Jaws jult, they muft be adapted to the circumlitances
of the fubje@s; to render a uniformity of laws ufeful,
there muft be a community of interefts ; without which
community, there can be neither {ympathy of fecling nor
harmony of counfels. Can fuch a community of interefts
cxift between the inhabitants of Georgia and Tenneflee
and thofe of Vermont and Maine ¢ or between the inhabi-
tants of Maflachuletts and Conne&icut and thofe on the

borders of Lake Superior? How can the inhabitants of

the remote parts of this valt territory be acquainted fuffi-
ciently with cach others courfe of life and bufinefs, to
cnable them to legiflate underftandingly on their reflpedive
interefts £ 'What ftrong principle of attachment can fub-
filt between the cane and cotton planter of the fouth, and
the fhip-owner and fitherman of the north ? And when
the views and interells of different {eions of the country
come 1o collifion, as they fometimes will, the contending
claims of the parties will dilturb the harmony of the pub-
lic counfels, and the ftronger party, will make a facrifice
of the weaker.

The habits of bufinefs in the Commercial States form a
community of interefts which cannot fail to unite them in
meafures reflpeting trade and foreign relations. Were
they even now to diflolve the Union, neceflity or intereft
would fooner or later impel them to unite. The Nox-
Commercial States have a fimilarity of intere(ls, occupations
and habits which would as naturally incline them to unite ;
and both fe&tions, under feparate governiments, might be
morc prolperous and better faiisfied, than in a ftate of
common union.  Kach divifion cf territory would be more
than cight hundred miles in length, and if extended nortk-
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ward and wefltward to the line of the Britilh pofleflions,
and the Allegancan ridge, cach would contain nearly s
many fquare miles as France, and be fufliciently large for
cvery purpofe of government or defenfe. Indeed fuch o
limited territory would be more eafily guarded ; for what
fingle government can extend its prote&ing arm to all the
affailable points, on a fea coaft and frontier of four or five
thoufand miles in length ?

If however the {eparation of the Atlantic States may
be a point of queltionable policy, the feverance of the
Weftern States from the Atlantic would feem to be dic-
tated by every confideration of intereft, convenience and
geographical fituation. The territory weft of the Alle-
gany and fouth of the Ohio is of itfelf large enongh for
an empire. It is {eparated from the Atlantic States by
natural barriers ; while, by the Miflifippi and its {fubfidiary
ftreams, moft of its commerce mult center in one place,
which creates a common interelt among the Weltern
States, bat quite diftin& from the intereft of the Atlantic
States. Ultimately that country mult be the feat of a
ditin& government—the beft time of f{eparation may be
the fubjeét of doubt—Dbut it deferves conlideration wheth-
er the obftacles to a feparation will not multiply with time.

That rivalries and contentions would fpring from the
eftablifhment of different fovereignties in this country is
apprchended by the molt refpetable men who difcufs this
fubjet ; and the objeftion claims ferious confideration.
The example of European States is alledged in proof of
the probability of {uch contentions. It may however ferve
to abate, in a degree, our apprehenfions of this danger, to
compare the circamitances of the different countries.
Europe has gradually emerged from a {tate of barbanty,
in which war was the pride, and in a great meafure, the
bufinefs of man. The martial fpirit of the feudal ages is
not yet extin@®; and the wars and conquelts of former
times left numerous claims to territory and to thrones,
which bave often been the embers to enkindle the flames
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of war. In America no fuch claims exift, nor have we
any diftant pofleflions that might become the fubjeéls of
contention. | .

That different governments within the limits of the
United States might occafionally engage in war, is not
impoflible nor improbable. Men will be proud, felfifh,
unjult and revengeful 3 and war is the calamity which a
jult God inflits upon nations to punifh themn for their
vices and crimes.  That this evil would frequently occur
in America, is againf{t all probability ; as we are exempt
from many of the ufual caufes of hoftility, and as a fpirit
of induftry and commerce feems co be extinguithing the
love of war. This fpirit is powerfully aided by the prin-
ciples of the Chriltian religion, and a difpofition to apply
the trients and refoyrces of the country to the propaga-
tion of the gosPeL of PEACE.

But if the evils of war were to be fometimes encouater-
cd, thele evils would, in a degree, be balanced, by the
deftrution of that party-{pirit which now keeps alive per-
rcmal animofity among our citizens, embarrafling the pub-
ic counfels, and enfeebling the {trength of government.
While we are united under one head, this party-{pirit will
be foftered by fome of the larger ftates which aim at a
paramount influence in pational affairs, and by candidates
for office, whofe fuccefs v ill often depend on divifions in
the fmaller ftates. The :noft effeftual rcmedy for thefe
difordcfs, will be to eftablith different governments conti-
auous to ecach other ; the efle&t of which woyld be to form
a more national {pirit in each. "The citizens of each re-
public would naturally entertain fome jealoufy, perhaps
apprehenfion, of the neighboring ftate, which would form
a community of intereft and feeling, and unite them among
themfelves. If antipathics fhould exift between the gov-
ernments, cven thefe would operate as a bond of internal
union and volitical ftrength ; though it is certain that an-
tipathies between the north and the fouth now produce
maomt contempt. withont a0y COllﬂ!CI’bilE:lﬂCinf{ anod.,
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Commercial intercit would unite the two governments it
alliance, and the apprehenfion of incurring the difpleafure
or lofiog the trade of a neighbor, would produce mutual
refpet and forbeavance. “In our prefent condition, party.
fpirit almoft paralizes the arm of government ; and prob.
ably if two governments were forined, the citizens of each,
a&ting in harmony, would exert, againft a foreign foe, a
more cfficient force, than can now be brought into a&tion
by the whole Union.

~ The union of all' the States, it was once {uppofed, would
reprefs the ambition, or reftrain the power, of the large
{tates, aund preferve the juft rights of cach. A few years
‘experience has fhown the fallxcy of this opinton. Already
men fpeak of the c/aims of the great ftates to the chief
offices of the government, without furprife or indignation ;
as if merit were attached to extent of territory, and the
talents and virtues of men were in proportionr to the geo-
graphical limits of the ftate to which they belong. Were
{fuch claims unconneé&ted with: political rights, they would
‘be mere fubje&ts of derifion; but as affeing the relative
interefts of the feveral (tates, they affume a more ferious
afpet ; and as the fource of intriguc and corruption, they
become a pernicious evil. Let the hiftory of Greece, the
fucceflive triumphs of Sparta, Athens and Thebes, teach
-us the danger to which our country is expofed from the
ambition of Stafes to gain a controlling' power over their
coequals in confederacy. Man and his paflions are eflen-
tially the fame in all countries, and in’ every period‘of the
world. (NotTk 4.)

Let it not be inféerred from the tenor of thefe obferva-
tions, that I woi Id recommend a {pirit of infubordihation
among my fellow ciizens, While we are fubjeét to the
Conftitution of the United States, it is our facred duty tv
lubmit to all the laws which are confiltent with its princi-

ples ; and it may be expedient fometimes to fubmit even
to oppreflive meafures, rather than endanger the peace of
‘the conntry.  Nor in holding up to view the evils of gov-
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crnment, let it be underitcsd that [ would prefer-any oth-
cr than an cle&ive or republican form. No other form
than the republican would fuit the condition or the genius
of the people of this country. Butmy defign is to call the
public attention to the defets of our Conttitution, and to
the abufes of power, with a view to point out our danger,
and the means of guarding our rights. It is a common
opinion, that a republican government muft, of courfe,
fecure public freedom ; when in fa&, it often degenerates
into 2 moft oppreflive government, and from the very
circumf{tance that the people who ele& their rulers place
undue confidence in them. Men are very jealous of
power which they do not create—they look with an evil
eye upon a monarch who is not within their control ; but
when they have a Chicf Magiftrate of their own choice,
they arc apt to think he can do no wrong. Hence a pre-
{ident of the United States may, without exciting mur-
murs among his adherents, excrdife a defpotif that would
fhake the throne of a Britith Monarch. An embargo
~ upon commerce, of an indefinite duration, could not be
ympofed by a Britifh Parliament, without exciting open
and effe®ual oppofition.  Such a bold invafion of private
rights would in Great Britain be refited.  In this coun-
try it has been fubmitted to, with inexcufable tamenefs.
The people of this country are lovers of order and peace-
able fubjelts of government ; but do they-not underftand
their rights as well as their duties 7 How can the States,
the parties to the federal compa&, underftanding its con-
ditions, and bound in duty to guard their rights, anfwer to
the people and to pofterity for f{uffering fuch a palpable
a&t of arbitrary power, to pafsinto precedent ? The States
fhould have met this a& of defpotifm in limine ; they
fhould have refilted effe€tually this bold tran{greflion of
the line of the Conftitution. Our anceftors encountered
the whole force of the Britith Empire, to oppofe the col-
leCtion of a fmall duiy on tea; yet we, their degenerate
{ons, are quiet as lambs under adts of our own govern-
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ment, of lefs equivoca] defpotifm, and tenfold. more op-

reflive !

¢ ‘And-‘where Is our hope ? §na chatige of adiminiftration,
it will Be anfwered. Can a ¢hange of adminiftration bé
cffcfted ? What avail reafoning and argument, and cven
the calamities of wir, in onpofitioh to the immenfe influ.
¢nte of ‘executive patronage? And if a change of muen
&an be e¢ffe@ed, will it be accompanied with a change of
princigle: ? -

In the gloom which overwhelms this country ; in the
apathy of the pcople, and the timid counfels of tive States,
wa fhould find reafon to defpali of our liberties, if we had
nb hope from extrancous circumftances. But a gleam of
hght breaks from the Eaft~Eurape bas burft her chains
wand the chains of America!—We may yet be free ;—
at leaft our libertics may ‘have a refpite.

The late changes in the political affairs of Europc are
fo novel, fo furprifing, fo utterly beyond the extent ot hu.-
man ‘calculation, as to baflle all attempts to defcribe them ;
and the mind 1s at firft difpoled to paufe and contemplate
them with filent amazement,. As we recover from the firft
impreflions of aftonithment, we begin to inquire what are
to be the effeéls of thofe ftupendous events.

The ftate of Europe which preceded the revolution in
France feemed to invite and even to require, not only a
renovation of governnienc and morals, but a change of
principles and habits. The feudal fyftem had eftablifhed
a ‘civil and political defpotifm in almoft every part of Eu-
rope. The rigors of that defpotifm had indeed yielded,
in fome countries, to the liberalizing {pirit of commerce ;
in England the military tenurcs had been long abciithed ;
but in molt of the countries'in Europe, that fyftem had
entailed vaffalage upon the inhabitants. “The policy ana
the intrigues of an overbearing hierarchy had, n {ome
kinadoms, amafled a ‘large portion of the lands in the
hands of the regular and fecular clergy, who had enflaved
‘the minids of the lower orders of the people. The prin.
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ces and uobility, with the men of letters, had indeed
thrown oft the yole of fuperftition and ecclefiaftical tyran,
ny, but they had {allen into the other extreme of inhdeli.
ty and licentioufhefs. The courts of Europe were ren-
dered infamous by the indulgence of criminal pleafures,
and the molt proflizate diflipation ; while venal and rapa-
‘cious minifters were permitted to opprefls the people with
taxes, to fupply the means of fupporting the vices of courts
and their retainers. In this tute of things, the mtereft
and happinefs of the péople were difregarded, morals were
contemned, while religion became the jeft of the rich and
the noble.

‘The Sovereign of the Univerfe, who governs with per-
felt retitude himfelf, and who has declared that ¢ He
that rulcth over men muft be juft, ruling in the fear of
Gad,” faw fit to punifh and reftrain thefe abufes of pow-
cr.  The chicf inftruments of his wrath were the difciples
of Voltaire and his coadjutors in infidelity, who began the
work of deltruftion, and then fcll vi@tims to the rage
which their own principles had enkindled. In the confy-
fion of the times, arofe a Corfican as an inflrument of di-
vine vengeance ; a man who feems to have united in his
chara&ter the ambition of 2 Cefar, the ferccioufnefs of a
Vandal, and the infenfibility of a brute. lndowed with
thele qualities, aud armed. with a ftupendous military
force, he carried viRory and difmay threngh Europc.
He vanquifhed armies, he humbled and detkroned princes,
he new-mddelled kingdoms, and difpofed of thrones ; tilt
he began to imagine himfelf the vice-gerent of 'God on
carth, and poflefled of divine authority to fubdue and
govern the world.  Blind, infatuated mortal ! Little did
he think that when he had been employed as the inftre-
ment to punifh the vices of others, to break down the
walls that had been ereé&ted around fuperftition and del-
potifm, and rend afunder the fhackles of nations, be was
to become tle vi&tim of divine vengcance, and cxpiate hig
crimes in obfcurity, infamv and contempt,
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‘Who can look back to the fituation of Furope in thp
autumn of 1812, when the Corfican Ufurper, with the
moft formidable and beft difciplined army cver arrayed op
carth, marched to oyerthrow the Jaft continentyl power
able to oppole him with even a chance of fuccefs’s when
the friends of freedom and humanity were waiting, with
trembling folicitude, to know the fate of the Rufljan em-
pire; and then contemplate the aftonithing reverle of
circum{tances lately exlibited in France, without acknowl.
cdging the providence, and admiring the marked interpo-
fition of a Supreme Being ? The fcheme of operations was
too vaft for human wifdom o devife—too mighty for a
Liuman arm to accomplith. The event confirms the faith
and animates the piety of the chriftizn—it confounds the
fceptic—it muflt filence the atheitt,

In the chara&er and condu® of Alexander of Ruflia,
we witnels one of the moft interelting fpeflacles ever cx-
hibited on the flage of human life.—~~Such firmuefs in
peril ; fuch wifdom in ‘council ; fuch bravery in the field ;
fuch perfeverance in difficulties ; above all fuch clemency,
“moderation and magnanimity in vi&ory—have rarely, per-
“haps never, been combined in the fame charaéter. Rather
“than fubmit to the infolent demands of an unrelenting ty-
“rant, he could fec lis dominions laid walte and the mag-
nificent "Mofcow in flames; and with an army of four
hundred thoufand veteran foes in the heart of liis country,
‘ he could make preparations to abandon his cgpital, if ne-
ceflary, and with unthaken confidence, appeal to God for
prote&tion. That God in whom he trufted, vindicated liis
caufe—his enemies perifhed ! New legions were colleited
'by the tyrant; but only to add freth laurels to the vilto-
rious Alexander, and his allies. In the fhort period of a
few months, the allied armies enter France in triumpl ;
and the Emperor of Ruflia, in Paris, wrefts the {cepter
from the Ufurper, and commits it to the rightful owner.
And what fatisfaltion does he demand for all the injuries
his dominions have fultained ? What facrifice to appealg
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his vengeance ! This is the nobleft trait ia his charalter,
No atonement, no retribution, not a drop of blood is
required. |

' Nor can we forbear to admire the condu&t of the Eni.
peror of Auftria, who, preférring the fecurity of Europ:
to all private confiderations, lent his aid'to dcthrone his
ovn fon in faw. Rare magnanimity, and worthy, of ‘ev-
erlalting temembrance ! In the firmnefs of the King of
Pruflia; in the bravery of his Generals and in the facri-
fices of his people—in the juft principles, and heroic con-
dut of the Crown Prince of Sweden ; in the wile coun-
. fels, and in the imimoveable fidelity of the allied powers,
to their engagements, we (ec fingular and unparalleled
traits of dignity and of virtue,

Let us rejoice at the events which clofe an age of mife-
ry! The teniple of Janus is fhut—peace is reftored to
fuffering Eutope.  And while we rejoice for our brethren
on the other fide of the Atlantic, let us offer our devour
afpirations to heaven, that our country may {pecdily par-
take of the precious blefling.,

That the effe&@s of the various changes in Europe wiil
be preat and' extenfive, is certain; that they will be fulu-
tary, is probable. The vices in moft of the European
governments, which. prepared the way for the late convul-
fions, werec numerous, deep and radical. No ordinary re-
medy could reach the caufes.—When good men negle&
to reform abules from duty and principle, the diforders
ulually inctreale, till bad' men take the rod of corretion and
2pply it without dilcrimination or pity. - But the agita-
tions and miferies of more than twenty years feem to have
roufed Europe from its fickly lethargy, and to have infufed
new life and vigor into thofe who have furvived the gen-
cral calamity. By eradicating many corruptions in politi-
cal and ecclefiaftical inftitutions ; by the fuppreflion of mo-
nafteries, the feats of indolence and vice ; by the abolition
of many feudal rights, which were oppreflive ; by break-
ing up the enormous poficflions of religious houfes ; by

5
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the abolition of thc,illquiﬁtioj} in'-ﬁp:iii,l,;, by the eftablilhs
ment of conftitutions to Timit and define royal prerogatives;
and the introduction of reprefentative aflsmblies, 1o *gua&f
the people from oppreflion ; by, the, xecogpition. of  the
freedom of the.prefs and of religious tolefatiop-—nud efpe-
cially by the expanfion and ‘energy given. fo the human
mind, by the liberty of free difcullion, and the cirenlatiog
of the fcriptures 3 the' revolutions in Europe have. termi.
nated in laying the foundation 6‘F moft ¢ffential changes.in
its governments and laws, and in the c,@ﬁditi;n.andachgr;
acter of its inhabjtants, “Who can contemplate. withont
“gmotions oF d:;li‘ghtmh cltablitiment af ap l%liglim: Cons
ftitution in Francé ? a pernjinent Scoateé tp fupport -the
throne again(t the. aflaults ‘of popular jralonty, andthe
Commons, againlt the eficroagiments of royal ufurpation ;
a réprefentative aflembly to maintgin the' rights of the
people, to reftrain the ﬂdx;:;cn,ditufq af: public ‘morey:.apd
check the mad fchemes/df princely ambition—an indepens
dent Judiciaty- to diltribate jultice ynd’ defend private
rights, without fear or affe@tion—=perfonal ,-!i}pq'i‘ty:!gcprcd
—a free prefs'and an unlimited toleiation ofreligion ! . -
" And are thefe the friits of the revolutions. in: Fraitce ?
Havé all the ‘mileries of mpvc than twenty f_;:ars,'. of difor-
der, anarchy, <ivil war, iurders, maflacres and defpatifm,
following ¢éach otliet in rapid {ucceffion, terminated in giy-
ing to that country. a.free. Conftitutian 2 How. is oyr
aftonithment excited _that ‘after more than five centuries
of almoft perpetual eamity and war between Great Britain
and France ; the latter thogld how “to the- wifdom. of 4
tival, aiid borrow from her encmy the fundamental prin-
ciplés of her government? A more honorable’ teftimony
to the ‘wife policy of Great Britain—a’more. flattering
culogy upon her frame of government—is not to be foungd
in the annals of hiftory. * | - -

In reviewing the train of caufes which have led to thefe
_events, we cannot, without doing violerice to our con-

fciences, overlook the difpenfations of Providence, in
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i‘t&ﬁcing dod ont of evil . and,inafﬁ'qghthc calamities of A
nation, the means of advancing its intereft, its glory and
its happinefs. - ' i

But the beneficial confequences of thefe walt changes
arc not to be limited to France. In Spain, we already
ohferve the germ of a meliorated ftate of focicty. -

And who can forefee to what an extent the lcﬁ!ons which
the princes of Europe have learnt'in this long fchool .of
adverfity, may prove beneficial to their fubjeéts? Will
not the horrors of the firlt revolution in France teach

kings to refpe&t the rights and correét the morals of their
fubjeéts ¢ Will they dot learn that the timely reformation
of abufes in government is the fureft means ef prevents
their fubje@ts from refilting oppreflion by force? Will
they nat learn fomething of the errors and vices of their
own adminiftration? Will not the example of France
teach them a leflon of picty, and convince them that a
God who rules with jsu/fice himfelf, will punith carthly
princes who rule with injy/fice ; who devote that time to
vicious pleafures which they ought to devote to the wel-
fare of their {ubje&ts ; and fquander, upon the gratifica-
tion of tneir lufts or their ambition, the money which
they wring from the people by oppreflicn ? Will not this
example teach them that immoralities and a contempt of
religion make not oniy bad men, but bad citizens and
faithlefs fubjets ; and that unprincipled fubjeéts are the
teady inftruments to infli& divine vengeance on profligate
kings and tyrants ? Will they not learn that to render 2 -
nation powerful; its citizens muft be united and attached
to the government ; that to fecure this attachment, they
muft be rendered profperous, contented and happy ; and
that the ftrength and {tability of a government reft upan
the wifdom and reitude of the adminiftration ? |
Nor muft we pafs without obfervation the profpec of

improvemets in cience, which may {pring from the great
events in Europe. The valt efforts which have been

made both to conquer and to defend, have called into
| ) .
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tigoraus a&ion all the powers of the human mind, ‘The
intercourfe of princes, the union of men of learning, and
‘the march of armies, cannot fail to communicate know!-
edge, and diffufe.improvement over cxtenfive portions of
Europe. Even the friendfhip of pripces, formed by ne-
eeffity and ftrengthened by intereft, muft be produétive,
at Jealt for a time, of the moft valuable cfleéts, The
greateft monarchs of Europe have been compelled to unite
in a kind of family or partnerfhip ; their rivalries and en-
mities have been extinguithed in a fenfle of common dan-
ger 3 mutual fufferings and joint exertions have generited
a fympathy of attachwient and refpet, which the joy of
united triumphs, ending in peace, will ferve. to enliven
and invigorate. The lawful monarch of France will not
forget that he owes his fafety in exile, and in fome mea-
fure, his crown, to Great Britain ; and the allied princes
will recolle®, with grateful admiration, the time when
Great Britain ftood alone, combating for their indepen-
dence, againft 4 world in arms. | ,

In the lively joy which the fiiends, of humanity in
Americd experience, dt the downfall of the wide.walting
defpotifm of Europe, we almoft forget our own perilous
condition. A dark cloud ftill lowers over our country., A
tranfient gleam of light, diffufed by the occafional triumphs
of our brave feamen, ferves only to awaken our remem-
brance of the fplendor of federal policy, and then leaveés
us immerfed in deeper gloom. . A rafh mifguided policy
has plunged us into ‘war, withott ncceflity, in defiance of
all remonftrance, and all the maxims of wifdom. Sequel-
tered at an immenfe diftance from Europe, as if by a di-
vine decree, to forbid our interference with her broils and
a participation of her miferies, neutrality appeared to be
affigned to us, by the counfels of heaven, as our portion,
and the bleflings of peace, as the reward of our impartial-
ity. Unfortunate country ! Litked to the policy of the
moft ferocious tyrant that ever fcourged the human race,
we may read in Ais miferable doom the difpleafure of the
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Almighty towards him and towards our own counfell,
What new difafters, what further fufferings and difgrace
await us, can be known only to that God whom we have
oftended. To his will let us bow in filent {fubmiffion.
Certain we are that our beloved ‘country is ‘not to enjoy
the bleflings of peace, till our tfmn-:rmm:nt becomes jult.
No nation can be expeéted to admit the claims of a forcign
government to diflolve the allegiance of ‘its fubjeéts, or
under color of a neutral chara&er, to aid its enemies in
war. Thefe claims, which are repugnant to the eftablith.
cd laws and principles of Europe, and to the inherent
rights of fovercignty in cvery nation, mu/? be relinquithed,
or our calamitics are not yet to ceafe. Let us hope that
nece/fity will yield what principle has refufed, and that we
may foon hail as friends thofe whom we are compelled to
treat as encmices.,

‘The day we celebrate has ever been confidered as au.
{picious to the freedom, the commerce, and the welfare of
the United States. Under a wife admimftration, our
Independence has proved an invaluable blefling. Let us
‘not defpair ; but commit our country to that Being who
is able to bring order out of confufion, and light out of
darknefs. Let us remain quiet citizens, and faithful fub.
je&ts of the government, ufing our influence to corre& its
abufes ; at the fame time, reforming our own vices ; and
praying for the peace and profperity of our country.

et & @ 0 O © Oe -
NOTES.

Note 1.—page 6. Notwithftanding the evilsincident to every
cle@ive government, I believe that a Conftitution making the Le.
giflature, and even the Chief Magiftrate ele@ive, might be 1o framed
as to exift for a long pefiod, and at the fame time, fecure as much
wifdom and integrity in counfel and as much juftice and purity in
the adminiftration, as any other form, and as much as is compati.
ble with the nature of man. But 2 difcuflion of this {ubje&t is not
within the {imits of my prefent defign.
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Narg a.~puge 7. An altc;aﬁop in Lthe ratio of reprefontation
in the feverul States feems to bs inddpenlible to the Harmony that
ought to fupfilt between the Notthern and Séuthern fe&tions of
this country-Indeed the violations of the Coiiftitution would well
qgtho{ige.thc Commercial States.to infifk on fuch alteration, as a
condition, of &, continuance of the Univn, .

b

Nork g~—page 10. Perhaps the hiltory of legiflutiohi does not
furnifh another inftance 6f an inverfion ot allthc’ maxims of wif
‘dom, fimilar to that witnefled by the Wnited Statos intho:declara-
tion of war and the meafures preceding it.  Reltri@ions of-com.
merge to.ilr{lnplthg fources of revenue; and an almoft total ne«

lect of all the mcans of naval and land defenfe, as preliminary

¢ps to war, exhibit a novelty in legifhitive procetdings. 'The re.
cent: impofition of taxes which but-a fow years before hdd been
repealed ; and the cagerne(s to create & naval force which had, =
few years before, bee negle@ed and contemned, exhibit the gove
¢rnment in 2 moft ludicrous view. Flad the vernment remained
in the hands of meh of the Walhingtbn fchosl, a regilad fyftem of
meafures for defenfe would have been purfued ; the tommerce of the
country would not huve beenreftrained or interruptedi=the treafury
of the United States would have beent kept replenifhed+a jult and
Jonorable peace would have been preferved—or if war had been
undertaken, it would have been with ample preparation. The lofs
of commerce by reftri®tions for five years palt muft have revenced
a gain of at leaft ten millions of dolkarsannually or fifey millions
of dollars—To this fum we may add a hundred millions of -debt
¢ontracted by the war—as the price paid already for a change. of
adminiftration, The amount of the difgraces. fuffered in our
miitary operation, every citizen may cdlculate for himifelf. . °
- -But when we conlider the everlafting feramblidg for power and.
the emoluments of office, not only inthe. federdl bdutin the flats.
governments, and the total difregard of moral and political juftice
which fprings from ambition, what hope have we leit, that our
rights and privileges can be long preferved, under fuch. govern-
ments ! See the parties, annually Qriving for afcendency, by
means lawful and unlawful, writing, riding, clumoring, expending
vaft fums of money, promifing offices and favors, pledging influ-
ence to {upport this man or that {cheme—and ‘when. a majority is
obtained, in a legiflature, fec all the annual officers of the govern.
ment removed, to make way for favorites—mentcrious officers
difplaced for worthlels men—old courts abglifhed and new ones
ere@ted, to evade .conllitutional barriers,. and make- offices, for
partizans—new diflri@s formed for fecuring the election of party.
men, +nd to effet the objed, the {tates garbled and patched in the
znolt ridiculous manner, and in contempt of all jultice and.p.opris




22

sty.=See legiflatures affuiled by the inflruments of corruptiops
large fums of money offered and received fox the grant of bunkin
privileges, and inflronce purchafed by dire&t ofiers of a thare ok
the boon to individuals, to' corporations or religlous. fects,~—Bee
legillatures, multiplying banking corporations, without regard to
public neceflity or to the {late of tho ¢urrent-medium; thus depre.
ciating money, und reducing the value of falarics, which had been
accepted for fervices, in coufidence that the public would not im.
pair their value, und deprive worthy and dependent families of their
means of . {fubliftence.—-Who that obferves thefc cvils and. many
others, too numerous to be mentioned, does not perceive that his
sonfidence in fuch governments is {haken ? It requires time to break
down ecftablifhed inftitutions. and habits— but the feramble for
offices and for privileged inftitutions is cfle@ing the work with
deplorable rapidity. 'The partystpirit introduced and foltered by
men of the Suuth, to obtain a controiling influence over the North,
is an evil which an ags cannot cure and which time may render
worfe. If the people of the North are not alteady as cortupt and
fadlious as any people on carth, paity-fpinit, if not exvinguithed,
will certainly make them fo. It is a gangrene in the political
body not ealily healed. - *
" Formerly, the eleétions in moft of the Eaflein States were, to a
great degree, unbiaffed-—the cle@ors defignated to office men of-
known worth, talents and integrity, and cxtenfively, regard was
paid to religious and moral charaéter. DBut {ince the eftablifiment
ot the Conltitytion of the United States, a regular fyQlematic effort
has been made by certain men of the South to divide, or to druw
over to their party the people of the North, One obje& was to di.
vert the trade of the United States, in fome meafure, frgm Great
Britain, to . ¥rancée—~10 leflen our intercourfe with the fornier, and
increafe it with the latter—while indefatigable’efforts have been
icceffantly made to excite a popular hatred of Great Britain.and of
her government. Thefe efforts have been attended with no fmall
fuccefs. To effect .his obje& and to fecure ro0.the South a control-
ling influénce inour national councils, a party has been formed in
the Northern and Eaftern States, which tramples on all the old,
habits of eletion. Refpedability of charader is no longer a necef-
{ary qualification for office. In many inflances, men without tal-
ents, and in fome inftances, the vilelt and meoft unprincipled bhave
been fupported and ele@ed, mecrely to favor the party—and it is.
not uncommon to {ec ele&tors, who ordinarily fuftain a good moral
chara&ter themfelves, giving their votes to the molt grofligate men.
The deftruction of the fober, difcreet, moral habits of New England,
ip the exercife of the ele@ive franchife, is a greater calamity than
the embarﬁo. and the war with all their hideous train of evils—as
iz is an evil far more difficult to repair, Indeed it may be irrepar.

.
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@ble. . And if a revolution fhould fueceed and 2 different form of
gaovernment be eftablithed,’in this country, it will be traced back to
¢ diforders which fpring from this corruption-of our ele®ions.
The ‘men, who have abandoned the old habits of unbiafled eleétions,
and who have given their infludnce to' fupport a polic direétly
oppofed to the commoercial intereft of thefe Rates, are tie inftru.
ments with which the work is to be accomplifhed, 'There is rea.
fon to believe the great body of them are honeft in their views ;
but not fufpe&ing-the defigns of their leaders, they are made aive
agents in promoting all thofe perverfe meafures which impoverith
and difgrace our country. Could they know all the fecret fprings
by which they are moved, the moft of them would certainly aban.
don their leaders and return to the ftandard of New England
principles and habits,

- Norx 4.—~page 18, No man has a higher refpe& for Gencral
Walthington’s chara&er than myfelf. He was the beft of men, and
while he maintained a controlling influence over the parties in this
country, the government was weil condu@ed. Could he have lived
and preferved that influence, his own ideus of the policy of the
Union, and its pratical benefits, might perhaps have been carricd
into cffe€. Butit is a fa& that feems to have been little noticed,
that before his death, he had nearly loft that influence. The party
oppofing his policy and his perfonal influence, had rapidly increafed
for feveral years preceding his declining the office of Prefident ;
and had he lived and confented to be re.ele@ed, he could not
probably have been ele@ed more than for anether term of four
years In the lofs of popularity, had it taken place, he wounld not
have fared worfe than other good men in like governments. Of
all-the men of illuftrious merit in Athens, which of them paffed
through life without banifhment or difgrace ?

But General Wathington was neitheromnipotent nor omnifcient.
In reafoning on the fubje of the National Union, he affumed facts
and principles, which the experierice of 3 few years has proved not
to be well founded ; and as applied to the whole territory of the
United States, his reafoning is doubtlefs incorre&, even in theory.
If th: reprefentation of the ftates, and of the people of the fates,
could be adjufied, te the white population, and to the property, and
{fome other alterations made in the Conftitutian, without which, in
my apprehenfion, it cannot be durable, the Atlantic States might
perhaps remain under one federal head with advantagc. But the
principles of corruption are wrought into the very frame of our
government ; and unlefs fome provifions can'be devifed and intro.
duced to fecure the juft influence of the different feftions of the
country, and a predominant portion of wifdom, talents, public
. ¥irtue, and found pradlical knowledge, in the feveral departments
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#nd offices of the government, the Confttution will certainly firil—
whether by a violent death, or by a lingering confumption, time
- only can determine. . - L L
| gut were the Conftitution of the United States perfed, it would
not anf{wer the expedtations of the Commercial gmm,,under a
fouthern adminiitration, and i predominance of {fouthern counfels.
The interefts of a commercial country can be regulated belt by

commercial men—men of practical knowledge, This pratical
knowlcd/gc can be obtained only by experience or by perfonal attention

lo b'Il"ﬁm fa _

o fhow to my fellow citizens, the origin of the party fpirit which
prevails in this country, the following letter is fubjoined. The
genuinenefs of the letter cannot be queltioned =it was publifhed in
America in 1797, and has never been denied. I copied the letter
mylelf from the Moniteur, the official Gazette of France, dated
Januvary 25, 1797. It was addrefled to Mr., Mazzei, an Italian

antleman, who had been in America, and feems to have been
Erft publifhed in Florence.
‘ FrorencE, JaNuARY 1.

A letter from Mr. Jefferfon, formerly miniflter of the United
States, in France, and Sccretary for the department of foreign
affairs, to a citizen of Virginia. -

This lctter, (literally tranflated) is addrefled to Mr. Mazzei.
author of Refearches Kiﬂmical and political upon the United
States of America, refiding in Tufcany.

¢ Qur political ftate is wonderfully altered, fince you left us.
Inftead of that noble love of liberty and of rcpublican government,
which made us pafs triumphantly through the dangers of the war,
there has arifen an Engl{ﬂ?-manarcbimiarjﬂocmtfc party ; whofe
avowed objcé is to impole upon us the fubftance, as they have al-
ready given us the forms of the Britith government. Neverthelefs
the principal body of our citizens remain faithful to republican
principles. All the planters (proprietaires foncieres) are in favor
of thefe principles ; alfo the great mafs of the men of talents. We
have oppofed to us, (republicans,) the Executive power, the Judi-
ciary power, (two of the three branches of the legiflature,*) all
the officers of government, all who afpire to obtain them, all the
timid men, who prefer the calm of defpotifm, to the tempeftuous
{ca of liberty, the Britith merchants and the Americans who trade -
with Britifh capitals, the fpeculators, and thofe who are interefted
in the bank and in the public funds—eftablithments invented with
views of corruption, and to aflimilate us to the Britith model in its
moft corrupt parts. .

¢ I {hould give you a fever, if I fhould name to you the apof-
tates who have embraced thefe herefies—men who were Solomonsy

~ This mifiake may be an explaratory reinark 57 the tranfat-r,
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" {nipcwnely and Samfons in the feld; but whofe locks have Beed
fiorn:by- the Delilah, Bnogland. - [Par 12 catife Angleterre, ) h" ,
. % They would wreft from, ns 93:32 liber y.which we gaiged by .
o 'many toils and dahgets.’ ;'Bl.it' wé fhall preferve it. "Our mura
of weight and riches is'fo greut' that we need not fear they will ety.
tlny force againk us. It'is fufficient that we Beﬂiﬁbhﬁfcivcs. \m‘d
reak the lilliputian ties with which they bound us during the firft
flumbst: which fucceeded our labgrs: It fuffices that we grrelt the
progrefe of that fy{tem of ingratitudé and injulice towards Francg;
from which they would alicnate us) in ofder to place us unde
Baitith influencel™ - -~ ¢ 1 R

" On this letter we ma make the fdlldivlnﬂ remarks:.’ . -
1 kv&gn hérc alledged that the Executive, that is Gen, | afhing-
“ton;iwilid wig tien Prefidene, thie Judges of the ‘Supréme Court,

Yoy, Cuthing, ‘Tredell,” &c. ‘the officers of the government, the
merchants, men interefted in the National Bank and in the funds;
&c. ave an ‘Englifb-monarchical; arifiocratic pary—attempting to im-
pofe on s the /udffance, as they had before given us the form of
the: Britifh' government.’ * The forze mult refer to the Conflitution
of the United States, or'to the flate conflitutions ot to, both. =
- .3, It is alledged that the bank and the funds were eftablithments
devifed with vizws of qorruption. P AT
. ‘g 'The men who favored thefe inftitutions, and of ¢courfe Gen,
‘Wafhington,  are declared to be ageffates—thorn of their locks;
that is, corrupted by Britifli influence, and intending to wreflt frum
-us our hibertles. o o
. 4. The' writer fays, wz are upon the watch—ave, fhdll fend
- afunder the ties with which thefe apoflates have bound t1s—ave fhall
put 2 Rop to'the progrefs of the fl[yém of fﬂ;{'aﬁfqle. towards France.
Here the' whole myftery is unfolded.”* Mr. Jefferfon and his
party ‘would break down the Wathington' party—the old- federal
-party-sdetach: them -from this preténded ‘friendfhip - for Great
. “Britain, gnd attach the people to France: ‘Every.engine has been
employed for' this ﬁnrpdfe%A'pe‘ffevcri'r%‘ effort has been made
and the democrats, the friends of Mr, Jefferfon, and the prefent
adminiftration—are the inftraments with which’ tlie government
‘has wrought the woful changes in our public affairs, which every
good man muft deprecate. | . o .
It may be obferved further that this letter is the text from which
the friends of Mr. Jefferfon haye preached, from that day to. this.
No perfon can miftake the fource of the abufive epithets ftories,
ariffocratr, monarchiffs, &c. which are lavithed, by the partizans of
France, upon the difciples of Wathington. ¢« If'they have called
‘the mafter of the houfe Bealzebub, haw much more them of his
& houfehold.” |
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