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THIE fourth of July wed demands an union of
hearts and of sentiments in its commemor:ition, We
are not assembled, Fellow Ciuzens, to discuss ques-
tions which inevitably cxcite the rancorous feelings of
party ; but we arc met, to cclehrate the return of &

splendid epoch in the history of our Country.—Let us
approach, then, and discharge the grateful duty.

Tris day completes one and thirty years since Ameri«
¢a declared hersclf Free and Independent. When
Briin, elate with her victories, achieved by the giant,
epterprizing mind of Chatham, in every quarter of the
globe, stood proudly erect, and from her crest shook
fear on the nations ; when herroot extended from cone
tinent to continent, and the dew of the two hemispheres
watered her branches; at that moment, full of peril,
cur Fathers dared to look her in the face, and asser:
their claim to KFreedom.

Tuar little speck, in the western horizon, scarcely
regarded by the politicians of Europe, was seen suc-
cessfully combating the energized resources of her most
powerful Empire.’ The conest for Independence, which

is perfectdy within your knowledge, was inde¢d ardu- -
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ouﬂ; ita texmination, glory to the actors, end to theiy
gmten‘cy lef..rty and Mappincss.

| A PYORTIC imagination might paint to you Liberty,
decorated in a thougand charms, perpetual smiles beam-

'ing from her countenance, and peace and plenty ex-
- tended in her hand ; a celestial spirit, that sometimes

condescends to visit carth, and assume a residence
among mortals. To make the lovely picture still more

attractive, you might be told she would dwell with you

forcver; that you would enjoy her blessings; while wa-
f¢r rups in your rivers, or the oak grows on your

wrountaing~+But we mistake our interest, and we mis-
ke our character, when.we quit the sober, temperate

deductions of reason, and yield to the tossings and
vaguries of unlicensed fanuy.
A SN, L ' (!

Facra tell us, that Cjuil Liberty, inestimable as it is,
Jike every'thing to which we have here a claim, perishes.
Hlstory, the best commentator o human systems, and

¥e only infallible test of human pro_]ects, hath pages of
Imentable record, where is noted the loss of the Free-
dom of Greece, of Rome,. and of all the nations that
have pone before us. As we explore its volumes, we
travel a waste of desolated, departed Republicss The

Leart is alternately raised into hope, and depressed into

~ fear, till at last it settles down into melancholy at their
. maum.n] catastrophes. ‘The modern Republics, with

cvery circumstance that can agpravate the loss of Lib-

erty, have been oveﬂvhelmed in’that torrent, which
threatens the world with ruin,

Ia our Repub‘hc exempted from the dangers whlc:h
haye epyironed cyery uther that has hitheyte exigted ?
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Are our Laverties fortified by bulwarks, tuo strang 1o
be prontrated, too deep to be undermined?  Are they
securcd by a charter, that can never fail? Has Qe
nipotencenpoken and said, “ Yhey shall exist forcver
--1f not, it becomes us to devote this day to a consid-
cration of the best measures, to preserve and perpetiate,
in their spitit and purity, our Rights and our Consti-
tuticn.  Idle declamation, in the praise of Liberty, is
no acceptable offering at her shrinc.

DirreRENT Goyernments rest on different founda-
tions, Each has its peculiar principles of support and
animation.~~Unlimited Monarchics and corrupt Aris-
tocracies draw nutrition from the very vices of himan
nature. Alag?! whatever our vices contribute to sup-
port, 1s likely to be supported but too well, and to last

too long, It ig ﬂlereforc that Governments of this sort
take deep root, grow strong, and last for centuries.—

A well constituted Republic concenters in itself the
best.qualities of all the other forms of Government, and
requires, for its support, a combination of the best and
rarest virtues, that are to be found in the human charac-
ter. Imbibing their food of life from a source so scanty
and precarious, even in the hest of times, the existence
of Republics, in all periods of the world, has been un-
nappily too short. They have appéal_'ed, -and, like
waterspouts on the ocean, lived 2 moméng gnd vanished.

A POLITICAL vigilance, that watches over every ex-
ercise of' power, over every act of a public character;
a spirit of economy, a love of equality, with a reveren-
tial respect for constituted authorities, and a high, deli-
¢ate sense of national honor, are efficient and powerful
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Buppoﬂa of Répu”hhcml Coverament.  Cherish thege,
Feliow Citizcns, and you cherish the vital principles of
your RepublicDestroy ther, or render them unpopus
Iar, and your Government, beautiful aa it may appeas
om paper, becomes an irregular, crazy machine, whosne
1novements, if it move at all, wlll not cémpunsatc for
the oil of its wacels—Odious as jealouay surcly is in
pivatclifc, when not carried to excess it becomes o
virtue ia a Republic, It is a strong tie on a public cha-
racter, for the full discharge of his dutiez, The magis-
trate, who knows every steg is watched, by sapacious,
enhghtencd observers, finds it his interest to walL up-
rightly.

Ovur Constitution has distributed the powets of Gov-
ernment to various offices, and directed the mode and
course of their operation. We cught to be extremely
vigilant, that among them, there be no interference ;
no assumption by the one, of the powers and preroga~
tives of the other. A clashing amorig the co-ordinate
parts of a Republic, islike a clashing arnong the spheres
—1It is more tolerable in a Monarchy, wherc there is
ahigh, supreme power, that looks down {rom an emi-
nence, and corrects abuses in its subordinate branches.
~-But above all, the military power should be subser-
vient to the civil.. Liberty cannot exist 2 moment ia
that countiy, where the sword and bayunet are para-
mount to its Laws and Constitution.

. » :qi . B ‘a : . ]
IT is as prudent'in politics, as in morals, to opposc
the inchoate operation of a vicious principle. As no

man bzcomes instantaneously a villain, so there are
stages inthe corruption and degeneracy of Governments.

=g
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Gradun)y, and often unpercoived, are the steps from
Yreedom to slavery.  The latter cyceps upon g, hike
a discaze hidden in the constitution, and its symptonio
may be first discovered, when it is beyond the possibil-
ity of resistance. |

fu moments of unsuspeeting conlidence, 2n unwars
rontable exerciae of power may be attempted to be jues
sificd. by ne essity. . Upon a. second. occasion,. it i3
defended by precedent.  Esteblichied precedents have
the force, of public stmutca :.and we are soon slaves by
the Law of the lﬂndm'l'he first indication of a spirit to
place ﬂ:emd;;ary power beyond the reach and -controul
of the civil, as it is directly in face of the Constitution,
directly subversive of all the principles of civil society,
cught to recelve ous:most marked and cordial repro-
bation.

Ow this. day, and this eccasion, X certainly have no
disposition to criminate, no desire to- awake feelings,
that ought to slumpber forever. But I must say, there
never was, ina free country, a more outrageous viola-
tion of its fundamental laws, a more gross usurpation
of power, than we have witnessed, the last year, in our
own. In 2 part of this country, distant indeed, but
shadowed by the wing of the American Eagle, there
have been played such ¢ tricks by men dressed ina lit.
tle. brief authority, as would . make- high angels weep.”
To these transactions, if we have human nature in our
souls, we cannot be indifferent. They most awfully
concern us,  What has happened to a citizen at New-
Orleans, may be the fate of each citizen of New-
Hampshire. The same Government protects us. Lhe
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same Constitution guarantees ouv rights. - A sense of
gritmon danger then should escite common apprchen.
g ahovld uiukc us alive at least to our own aafety.

a!.,

b Lo,

b

Omc'rs of oppression, far removed, nﬂ‘cct un. hut
litle. Itismatugal. Distance softens the aspect, and
Réusend the magnitude of %hmryw—-But E trust in God
<here is @ spirit of Liberty in this countty, A spmt that
Bas descenided to tis from ¢ our fathers, which can nmdaer
bié deluded tior subdued a spirit not habltually given
Mdtttmst, But which 1S not charztable in the face of
andénted facts; ‘a- splrxt of ‘attention. and mgnlance,

which seen’ oppreanioh mn at a Histance, and snufls nt
mthetamtedgalcs et

----- r * !

Smm:. thm cauntv ha put undenmﬂntary govern-
ment, UpoN eVEry rutnor that would disgrace the agitae
tion of an hysteric old womaxn ? , Shall its citizeas,
unconwctc& anaccused of smy mme, ‘be arrested at
the point of the Bayonet, hurried on bsard’ vessels, and
transported; just asg the caprlce, the mﬂhce, or the feats
of a fitde petty tyrant, a mere creature s of” to-day, may
dictate? -And alt this, perhaps, to cove.r his’ nw*n se-

f

o

eret designs of treasnn'

Sravry our Constitution receive no respect, no xeve
erence, in those moments, for which it was moﬂ par-

ticularly formed? Ifitbea ﬁtzr-wcather Constltutwn
anly, its ties indeed are Lilliputian. Tt is not warth 2
single effort to preserve it. In cool, &ispassmnat@,-
times, men need but little the restramt an& force of
laws. It is In mordents of &anger and alarm, when dise
trust and ¢onfusion are arcund us, when the minds” 6f
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sen are agitated, earth shakes, heaven menaces, and
all the elements of socicty stem to be dissolving, that a

Constitution, conszcrated by our reason, and adored by
our feelings,’ is necessary 3 that we may look tc it, rest
on its pillars of adamant, and be safe.

P i !

. ¥ rcqu:rcs mope ateadmcss of nerve, than falls to my
lot, to reflect on all that has been done in relation to
the distarbances on our southwestern fmntlcrs, without

cmotion. He that has no sympathy for treason, or
traitors, may yet reverence the laws: nor docs he be-
.ieve that their gross and open violation can be justified,
because the immediate object of this violence and out-
rage may be polluted with crimes. Another step, and
a mederate one, would have created a Roman Dictator.
Had the bill suspending the privileges of the  Habeas
Corpus” passed into a law, this had not been a country
for an honest man to live in.  The subject of Turkey,
proud. of his privileges, might have pointed the finger
of scorn at each of us, and said ¢ there goes a slave,”
For a man born in slaverv knows not, he cannat know,
the value of Freedom.  Iis mind early assimilates ard
conforms to his situation. But a more piercing pang
cannot agonize man’s bosom, than the recollection of
lost Liberty.

IT is 2 subject of proud consolation and of hope, that
upon a great question, when a thrust is made at the vi-
tals of the Constitution, men of different politizs will
unite to defend it; thaty superior to the little, contract-
ed views, which bind them to party, they will surround
her temple, prostrate themselves at her altar, and pro- |
tect it from sacrilege. An omen, so auspicious to our

country, cannot but be mentioned with joy and grati-
B
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tude on this Anniversary. Xf it were possible to bHea

Treve, that the recent occurrencea to which we :ﬂludif,t

were {ree of all evil intention, they would then he-jo be
set down to the score of unutterable imbecillty. and folly
~-Rash remcedies are the resort of weak minds. Men
of comprechensive views, well acquamtcd with humm
natur ¢, who stand upon an emmcnté and rctrospcct
o)l the forms into which civil ﬁomct‘y‘ has bheen thrown

or passed, regard a Constitution, that great social como
pact, which binds and unites together in' one' famils

millions of human heings, as an object of reverential

respect. 'Théy never approach- to meddle with it, but
with pious awe and the profoundecst veneration. They

fear and tremble to break up the foundation of the great
deep. But the ground they deem Aallowed, weak or
wicked minds deem common. Thus it is, that ¢ fooly

yush in, where angels fear to tread.”

Pupric economy is a necessary virtue in a Republie.
There is a kind of miserly, counterfeit economy, that
defeats its own calculations. It will grow poor, and
emaciate itself into a skeleton. It is not economy, that
grudges every cent given to encourage agriculture, to
cherish the arts and sciences, to extend and protect
commerce, to defend national rights, or to avenge de-
graded, insulted, national dignity--It is that beneficent,
active principle, which induces liberal appropriations
for all the necessary and laudable purposes of Governs
ment, and makes a prudent; discrect application of

themo.

Axong the mnumerable advantages of commeree, it
hos one bad effect on a Republic. It has a tendency to
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introduce a epirit of speculation and avarice, very in.
consistent with generous and manly principlea of patriots
fsm. A man’s mind docs not frequently step out of ita
ordinary habits. He whose life haa been spent in nce
cumulating wealth, belicves nothing very important
that does not immediatcly contribute to its increase.
‘This is the object, around which all his idceas and views
cluster. Place such a man in any office, cxalt im to
any statior, let him legislate for Empires, and his mind
'.;gocn instinctively into 1ts old process of per centage.~—
A spirit so sordid, so chained to carth, provided his
moncy is safe, is indifferent to slavery. He will make
no sacrifices of ease or treasure for the preservation of
Liberty and Honor. He will write a bill of sale for
them, and vend them in market.

1

Our Government ought to counteract and disgrace
this paltry, pernicious love of gain, If it be a' vice to
which we are subject from our habits and pursuits, it
ought not to be flattered and encouraged. Splendid
examples of patriotism should be given us. The times

‘of the ancient Republics should be recalled to our
‘memories, and forced on our contemplations, when
“their citizens were ready to inventory all thelr proper-
ty upon State emergencies. It is a vicious calculation,
-that public happiness and future security are in exdct
proportion to private wealth, and that the Government
jsvhiéh for . time spares our purses, will spare also our
- Rightg and Liberties. There are some possidle measures
‘of a Government, which ought to be represented almost
as frightful to our imagnations as the imposition ¢of a
fwo-penny tax!
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- Kr is equally unfortunate, whether an administration
be pnvcr":':fl intringically by this per cent, principle, or
~whether it be a trait 3o popular and predominant in the
character of its constituents, as to impreas itself on its
raeasures.  If we should ever have an administration.
truulcd L7 hese views, 'it will trim and temporizes. A
"sense of duty will continially yicld to a love of popue
larity, Every Canteibury tale will be put in requisition
to amusc and gull us. It will please us with “ rattles
and tickle ue with straws.? 1t will sacrifice great future
interests to present contingent advantages. Xt will nev-
cr act for posterity, never elevate its views to such a
range of vision as to comprehend all the various and
multiplied interests of a great and extensive Empire.

h

A rovre of equality is likewise necessary in a Re-
pu‘ﬂ:c. But it must be that equality, which Gon : and
Teature have mwtmcd It 1s in yain to attempt to
stretch every man on the bed of Procrustes. Men have
different capacities, and they differently improve them.
There are proud djstinctions, which the laws of Nature
recognize, and which they allow to talents and to virtue,
The oniy equality that can be realized in civil society,
is zn equality of rights ; cqual protection under equal
aws,

Turre should be, too, areverence for constituted
authorities.  Qur Governnient is a creature of our own
forming, dependent on oyt wills. As we smile, it
fourishes.  Our respeet and ccnﬁdenca'givé vigor and
enerpy to its meusurt,s.—-But there is ahmxt beyond
whizh hlind, implicit reverence should nat pass. There

is Bp character In this countsy too high for candid-crid-
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cism & public office should be a temple for the cous
secration of virtucg, not a sanctuary to protect o bad
1cputation, -

- Ao, dclica;c'smse, of national honor, is as ne-
ccssary to a Republie, as charity to the character of a
Christian. ‘The protection ol esseatial national rights
and interests cannot be separated from the preservation
of national.honor in itg purity. Administration shonlgl
\"ifatch this jewel, as they guard the apple of their eye.
It 13 lhe last thmg that should be yielded or compromit-
tcd. Without 1t nation. | existence is not desirable—
with it, and ** no man so ile who will not love his

cOnntry.’.
T

Ax injury done by a foreiyn power to the mcanest
citizen, or the least wanton infringemeént of our rights,
ought to be considered an insult offered directly to the
_ma_]gsty of the nation. A spirit of pride should aveng'e
it, as well as 2 scnse of duty and of policy. The‘ nz-

tion that. submits to insults, and complies with requi-
sitions, only courts a repetmon of them.—The violence

and mJustme of mations ‘will not regard the rights of -
pthers. Tt is in vain to rely {or safety on the rectitude
of our own conduct. Reason and réctitude are no baz-
riers to arrest the spirit of domination, - T

En¢roAacHMENTS will be madé. It is fate, inevitable.
There is no exemption ; no buying or begging off. And
they.mazse fe repelled. It is worse than treason to Fa}.,
that preparations for defence cnly solicit aggressions ;
that a nation’s poverty is its best security, The senti-
ment is unnatural. It is not the ingenuous, unsophis-
$jcated language of the heart. It is infamous in theory,
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ond had bce'ia found infinitely worse by experiment.
Would you, to preserve life, yield every thing which
makes life worth possessing? Will you annihilate'your-
sclf, to gain impunity . A nation render itsclf
too insignificant to be the object of ambition '
Carthage paid tribute to Rome, till she was too poorto
be the object of avarice; and then the Romans con-
quered her for the acquisition of glory.  Her Consuls
1cd with the same Intrepidity, her Legions followed with
the same cheerfulness, over the burning sands of Afri-

ca, as when they depopulated the fair and rich Prov-
inces of Egypt. |

We live not only in a fearful crisis of our cwn Re-
public, but in a most extraordinary period of society.
“The nations of the world are in commotion. Astomsh-
ing revolutions every day vary the face of it. A glgarmc
form walks.over .Europe, and her nations bow at his
fect. One Continent. will not Timit his a.mbmom It
will ride upon the waves of the: Aﬂamlc. It can neither

e conciliated by miean nubmzasmns, nog appeased by
gribute. Resistance is the only alternatwe, and it is
the only one.- an homrable mmd would choose. Our
administration,, gooner o later, must quit_its PBClﬁC
fheasures ; must be driven tg an appeal from pmclama-
tions to the sword. In that tremendous moment, if
our character is kept unsulhed, and without stmr ; if
we can die with glory, When we cannot live to honor;
gur Country will find us at our posts, ready to prm;ect
her rights, and xedrass ber wmng&. L
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