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£ T a Mecting of the f’ﬁ’ceboldc{f: and aléﬁrgababitgg;rx of tba,-quﬁ
S BOSLEON, duly gualified sud lc”galb'.iﬂﬁﬁmcd i’ public
Town Meeting affembled, July §, 1783, | |

T3 T E D, That-Jobn Scollay, Biq; Harbotile Derr, Efq; Mr,
R/ Thomas (Grecucugh, Ezekiel " Price, . Blq; Capt. William
Mackay, Tuthill Hubbart, Elq; and David Jeffries, Elq; the Sele&-
men, be a Committee to walt on Dofkor JOHN WARREN,
ai:d in the Name of the Town, to thank him for the Learned
and Blepant O R A TH O N dclivered by him; Yelterday at the
Requeft of the Town, upon the Anniverfary of the Independence of
the United States of America, in which, according to the Inrention
of the Town, he confidered the Feelings, Manner, and Principles
which fed to this great National Event, and to requelt or him a
Copv thereof for th= Prefs. '

Atieft,
WILLIAM COOPEK, Town-Clerk.

 — e T e M ——.

Gentlemen !

ON Candition that the Flonefly of my Intentions and the warmth
of my Feelings an the Imporiant Event, which was the Subiedd

¢f this Oration, wmay be admitied fo alune for the Imperfeltions
o Pl | 4 'S 2 r 1 5 /

. ' ’ _ LA _ P LB .- P Y-t
O/ bi25% 4 CHPUIHIONEE, & GLILUET U \avi ) V) 60 JUl blJL & 0y

1 am with the greatefl Refpect,
- - Yiour Qbedient Servant,

YOHN WARREN.

‘_______—_.—___-—.n——————-—l—'—_'-‘————_-——_
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FaTHERS, BRETHRER, aAnp FELLOW-CITIZENS!

% O mark with accuracy and precifion, the princinles
from which the greas and important traafa&ions on
the theatre of the political ' world originate, is an
indelpenfable duty, not caly of legiflators, but of

every fubjed of a free State ; fraught with the moft inftruétive

lefTons on the paffions that a&uste the human breaft, the inquiry

Is amply adapted to the purpofe of regulating the focial concerns
of lite, :

Tre laws and penalties by which fubj&s are compelied o
promote the general intercfts of a2 community, thouid ever be
inftituted with a {pecial reference o thele principles, and the

greateft pertedtion of humana government confifts in the j udicionfs
nels of this application.

Tur
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Y. Tﬁfﬁi‘&éﬁﬁlrunm og frame, gqvcmmem *m a# rcpub‘n.an ',,

Statc, s cmutgﬁ:ml’cd by Eat‘ricrs, which' ‘thé “ambitious - or
 défigning cannot eably remove, “without glving the alarm to
.o thote Whofe prmicdges mwh!: bc mﬁ“mgcd by the innovation ;
but lhat thr: prmmp!c of admlnlﬁranan may bé arofsly corrupted,
ﬂlﬁt the pc.op!q may be abuf¢d; and enflaved under the beft of
ccnﬂﬂwtwm, ;«z% truth to which, the annals of the world may

bﬂ adduced ta bcar a mclmncholy atteflation.
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So- (i Fcntly have thc advances af arbxtar} powet beea made, .~

‘that a commumty has often been upon the verge of m:ﬁ-ryfﬂand
_ fervitude, whilft all was calm and tranqml in the Sta'c.
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To revert to firft principles is fo c{fcnually rfqu('rc to pubho
bapnmcfﬁ and fafct-:, that Poljbms hasﬂa!] 15 down 45 an
mcsrtroxemble axiom, that cvsfry State muﬂ dcclmc moreor lcfs

rapaéh, n pmportton 2t fhc rcc:d;s ﬁom thc prmc:plcs on
w}?rzeh the was fcundgd .. T
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TH A’r virta¢is the trui.pnnf:lpk of rcpublican EOVETOM: en£s+
has bcm {ufﬁc:rmlv prcv -d by the 2bleft writers on the fubje&,
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A GENRRAL prevalence ot that love for our country which
teaches us to eftecm it glorious ta'die in her defence, is the only
meansof perpetuating the enjoyment of that liberty and fecuriy,
for the fuppott of which all governm:nt was originally intended.

L aws and punithments are but the enfigns of human dcpra-
vity, to render them as few as the public fatety will admiy, is
the ftudy of cvery wile, humine legifliture. *  The happy
influences of this noble paflion, by precluding the neceflity of a
multiplicity of Laws will free a People from thofe (pe&tacles of
mifery and horror, which the penaltics annexed to the breach
of them muft incvitably rreate,

THE contempt of dangers, and of decath, when [iberty was
the purchale, has been the means of elevating to the highcft pitd!s

of glory, thofe famed Republics of antiquity, which later ages
have confidered as the models of political perfection ; inftructed

from carly infancy to deem themfelves the property of the
State, they were ever ready to facrifice their concerns 1o her
Interelts ; “ dear 16 us (fays the cloquent Cicero) dear to us
are our Parents, dear are our Children, our Neighbours and

Aflociates. but above all thingzs, dear is cur Country 1 ;" the

Injuries that are done to an individual are limited, thofec 1o 2
community mey involve miliions in d:fro&tion.

S

* A muluplicity of rigorous penal lawsis nor only ireampanbtic Lo

the hiberty of a frec Hate, but even repupnnLt € buman natie
Monte'a

¢ Cicero de Qffc,
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¢ I is .mpoﬂiblc pot to. Jove a. .pamot. it is_ only loving
him who loves us, * "eit is:impoflible nog ;o be charmed with
the .inflnences of thafe divine. fcntiments, which induccd. the

brave Decii  to devote themielyes to certain . Dcath, that they
might enfure the Roman armics vn‘tory and glory

8

THE celebrated flory of the two Carthapinian brethren:
who confented to be ‘buried "alive, to incfeafe the boundaries
of their Country, Ihcws us to what an cmhuf af’nc hctght this
virtuec may be carried, © S

b -

AmonasT the Spartans, to return from the field of irele
with or upen their fhiclds, was cqually glorious, avd beJL& of
joy and acclamation ; to cfcapc without :hcm, an indelible matk
of infamy and difgrace.

From public fpirit proceeds almoft every other virtue. The
man who wiliingly. would die to fave his Country, would
furely facrifice his fortune and pofliflions, to fecure her peace
and happinefls. The noble examples of frugality which were
cxhibited in the conduét of the Spartan governors, who began
the -reformation of the ftate, by delivering up their own private
property, to convince the citizens that their intentions were
fincere. is a proof how much it may be made to triumph
over avarice and felfifhnefs,

THE
¥ Gordon’s Salluft. P. 41.



Tnre Thebans, under the matchlels Fpaminondas, when they
were deferted by their allics, and reduced to the preateft extre-

Ax ORA TION

mities, were by the wife example of their general, and frequent
fkirmifhes with the enemy, infpired with a fpiric of enterprize

and bravery, which at length enabled them to vanquith thrice
their number of Lacedemonian troops, and havieg flain their
general, to march in hoftile array to the very gatcs of Sparta.

Taesx arc the principles which have more or lefs animate
the {ubje@s of every ftate, that has arrived to any confiderable
degree of opulence and grandeur, and it is of the greateft ufe
to obferve how others have gradualiy crept into govearnments,
and fopprefled, or cradicated the public virtue of a people.

Aras! to what amounts the fummit of all human greatnels!
Sparta, the nurfe of heroes and legiflators, Athens, the feat of
arts and {ciences, Carthage ihe mart of all the trading naticns,

and even Rome, the haughty miftrels of the world, have all
iong fince been level'd with the duft! of all the flates ana

citics of the globe that have experienced the like caraltropne,
frgice can we mention one that has net met her ruin, in 3
forgetfulnels of thofe fundamental prirciples on which her

happinels depended.

5o nearly is the meoft profrerous corditien cf a reeple,

t
B3 COP RIS
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conceals the feeds, that finally muft produéc her deftrudtion, #

THx obje& of public virtue, is to fecure the libertics of the
community, a fccurity of liberty admits of every man’s purfluing,
without moleftation, the meafures moft likely to increafe his cale,
and to place him in & fate of independent afluence, nothing
is more conducive to thele ends than a free and unlimited com-
merce, the encouragement of which is undoubtedly the duty
of the Commonwealth, and the feelings of humanity are, in
a general fenfe, highly intereftedin the profecution of ir.

CouMmeRcraL intercourfe and conneftion have perhaps
contributed more towards checking the effufion of blood, than

all the obligations of morality and religion, in their ufual ftate
ct debility, could ever have effcited: T The ideas of conqueft

and deltruction amongft the ancients, were commonly compre-
hended under the fame term, and torrents of human blood

have been fhed to gratify a fpirit of revenge ; in latter times the
views of almoft every powerful nation with whom civilization
has been the cffc& of trade, have been dire@ed to the fupport
of that poiitical balance, upon which this intercourfedeperds.

IN

X Ir was the v.Qary over the Perfiins, obtai-ed in the Braits of Thalimis

thatcoroupted the Repebiic of Aihers, and the defeat of the Athenians,
rutued the Repudlic of Syracuf.

Mootc!quica’s Soiric of Laws, V 1 P, 163.

p Poace i the namamal ¢F:8 of Thade. Moute!quicu 11, 2.2,



Ax ORA TION. 11

In the quarrel between the Swedes and Dancs, a fhott time
‘prcvious to the reftoration of Charles the fccond of England,
and again in the reign of William the - third, the Dutch and the
Englith {ent their fleets into the Baltic, to prevent thofc incon-
veniencies *hat would have refultéd to the commerce of the
maritime _ swers, had cither of thofe kingdoms been deftroyed,

and the fame thing has taken place in the general wars againft
France. *

ConstDERED then as an inftrument for leflening the calami-
tics of war, humanity muft ever cxult.in the countenance given
to trade ; the immediate efle® of it, when cxtenfive, is ufually
an augmentation of wealth, but as it is generally impcflible for
cvery {ubjedt to acquire a great degree of opulence, the riches of
the flate become accumulated tn the coffers of a few ; | the
paflions of the great almoft invariably extend to the body of
the people, who to gratify an abounded thirft for gain, arc ready
to facrifice cvery other blefling to that, which in any depree,
furnifhes them with the means of imitating their fuperiors ;
bribery and venality, the grand engines of flavery, have been
called in to the affiftance of the afpiring noblcs, wkho, in this

cafe, never fail to make the deluded people pay them the {uil
pricc of their proftitution.

TIiie

% Vide preflent ftate of Europe, P. 2.4.

t Luxury is always proportional to the inequality of fortune.
Montelquicu, 1, P. 127
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THrs accellion of power, acquired by the eonfent of the
people themf{¢lves, enables their governors toaflume the reins of
ablolute controul,to burft all the bonds'of . focial obligation, and
finally to extort by -violence, - what' formerly they were
obliged.to purchafe ; accuftomed to a habitof floth and idlenefs,
the fubjeés arc rendered too cffeminate to apply themlielves to
Jabor and fatigue, or it they do it,: arc foon difccuraged by the
rapacioufncls ot their rulers, a fpiric of faQion and uncafincfs

hecomes gencrally prevalent ; imprefled with that awful refpe&
~ with which the trappings of wealth univerfally infpire a people
that have been accultomed to view it as the meafure of human
felicity, they are too pufillanimous to relieve themfelves from
their burden by an united effort of the whole, * and the only

objet of inteftine commotion, is the plunder of the rich, that
they may fcll the acquifition to the higheft bidder ; infurreions
of this kind arc moft commonly eafily fuppreffed, and farther
impoficions are forever the conlequence.

THE extortion cxercifed on theearnings of thelabourerisan
cHe®tual check upon the purfuit of agriculture ; T Population,

univerfally in a great meafure proportionable thereto, being by
this mecans limited, and difcouraged, the number of fubj-&s,

the

# Thina the rickefl and moft popmlous commercial empire of the univerfe,
was {ubducd by a handful ot poer Tariars. .
Montague on Republics, 377

t Countrizs are not culrvated 1n proportion to their feriil y but o their
liberty. Montefq. Spirit of Laws, Y. 1. P. 38B
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the real fource of frength and fupport, daily diminifhes, il
at length they fall an cafy prey to the firfR Delpot, whether
forcign or domeftic, who offers them the yoks ;—Such is the
fatal operation of luxury, almoft invariably the confequence of

unbounded wealth. *

TH e Carthaginians, fays Montague, + ftand {inglec vpon the
records of hiftery, the only people in the univerfe upon whom
immenfe wealth has never been able to work its ufual effeéts ;
but cven in this inftance it may perhaps reafonably be
quetioned, whether the fadtions that prevented the illufrious
Hannibal from entering the gates of Rome, whillt he had

~ filled that city with terror and difmay, were not the effeét of
~ opulence, and lofs of public virtue. The introduction of wealth
_in theRoman republic, is dated at the conqueft of Antiochus the
great, and the 2ra of corruption from the fame memorabie
period ; what fluices of depravity and milery aid they not open
in the ftate ! That fenate which once refembled an aflembly of
Kings, whofe rigid faith had rendercd them the objeés of univer-
fal veneration whilft frupality and patiotifm were held in cftima-
tion, can nsow meanly floop to avail themfelves of a quibble in

the terms of a treaty, to deftroy a Ciry they had pledged their
honour

.‘1 .,...., - - . . L .
* "The Spantar 1= fince thedifcovery of the American mines, have b.cn
weetlantiy dech 10,

Monte{g. Spirit of Laws, V. 1. B 64.
§ On Repybics, Py 334,
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honour to prefcrve ; that fenate from which a fingle deputy had
once caufed a -mighty monarch to tremble and obey, and bare-
ly by the motisn of his cane, obliged him, at the head of a
vi®torious army,to rcfign hisconqueft,can now condefcend to flatter
the vilelt paflions, and bear to be infulted with the moft humili-
ating ulage without daring to murmur or complain.

THe unparailed ufurpations of Sylla, Marius, and Czfar arc
but variegated forms, in which are cxhibited, the baneful cffcéts
of that adulatory fubmifiion, with which a bafe, dcgenerate, and
corrupted people have hecome the inftruments of tyranny and

musder; the bloody proferiptions and licenfed executions of thofe
peftsof the human race, which have difgraced the Roman name,

were generally accompanied with the thanks of the Scnate.
Jugurtha, that infamous Numidian Prince, who ungratefully
_ murdercd the children of his benafa@or, in this corrupted age
~ of the Republie, fecures himfelf from the punifhment due to
his crimes by bribing his judges, and by the fame means cnables
himfelf to enter the Roman camp, and make that army whole
force he once had dreaded, fubmit to pafs the yoke, the moft
ignominious punifhment that could have been inflictcd.

TaE RemanProvinces would never fo generally have fubmitted
Lo the imp sfitions of their rapacious governors, had not the

minds of the people been prepared for them by their participa-
tion in the manners of the citizens.

WHEN
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WHEN once a State has drrived to this extreme degree of
corruption, nothing fhort of a miracle can wrelt it from deftrucs

tion; luxurv and venality become a branch of education, and as
nothing can operate (o trongly on the minds of youth, as
examples fct by parental authority, * the evil becomes 1ngraficd
into the opinions of the people ; whillt the Spartan Republic
retained her virtue, the was free and invincible, fhe made the
might}' army of the Perfian monarch flce before her, and with

three hundred foldicrs ftopped the march of more than three
millions of men, with the exception only of a fingle man they died
in the conteft, with their arms in their hoads, and a magnificent
monument was crefed ro their memory, with zn inleription
that comprehends the fineft culogium, ¢ Go traveller and tell
at Lacedemon, that we dicd here in defence of her facred laws.”
—Philcpzmen, the gencral of the Achzans, was {o fully
perfuzded that the only means of reducing this brave people to
fubjc&ion and dependence, was to cradicate the principle ot
public virtue, that he attempted it, by endeavouring to change
the manner of their education. 7 A change was alterwards
effected, a tafte for luxary inculcated, Athens fudbjefted 1o her
arms, her fpoils and riches {cized with grecdinels, corruption

cnfucd, 2ad rumn cle

LA

YY B

% The furelt w3y of inftil'ing into childien alove for their courtry s, for
purents to ict the example. Movtetq. Spirit of Laws, Y. 1. £ 4.

+ The people will never fail to pu:Iu; vaat meafures for the {ecurl-} ot
their hibores, it thoy are bue righily informed 5 and it isa pleifig con-
rdcration that the mea s of ¢ *ur'a 1y, aod the promos 1ot the fme";ce
a;f' (» generally the ohy28ls of publicaucationia thele rifng confederated
(fales,
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WE are charmed with the noble exertions of the United

~ Provinces in their oppofition to defpotic government, yet how
{oon are we aftonifhed to fec that brave people in the greatelt
danger of a total fubje&ion from that paflion for commerce,
which by attra&ing their whole attention, and confining their
views to the obje@s of gain, induced them, that they might
not be interrupted in their favorite purfuits, to confide in
foreign mercenarics for their defence and prote@ion ; * fush
was the gencral depravity of morals at one unhappy period of
the Republic, that their excellent Stadthelder, the Prince of
Orange and Naflau, cxhibited the mo{t brilliant virtues, to
little other purpofc than to convince himlelf and the world, that

lofs of public virtue is an infalliable mark of real, or approach-
ing declenfion. ¢

THE Republic of Venice, which for twelve ceniuries bhas
maintained her frcedom and independence, and which has been
independently a match for the whole Ottcman Power, has
preferved herfelf folely by her wife maxims of Legiflation,
tcunded on the firft principles of her government.

v . . . -

I HE thirteen independcnt cantons of Switzerland, preicry.
7 - . N
cu ircm fiavery by reliftance to tyranpy, retain the {ame

unchangeable

% Vide Sir William Temple’s ob{crvations upon the United Provinces
of the Neiherlauds, P, 261,

T Jrefaat Gate of Ewercpe, Do 500,
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anchangeable chara&er for fimplicity, honefty, frugality, and
modefy, with which they firlt fet out™ It would be cndlefs
~ to cnumeraie all the inftances that mipht be offered, of the mi-
{cries and wretchednefs that have been heaped upon mankind,
by a general adoption of the contrary qualitics, we need but
advert to the hiftory of that narion, whefc extreme degeneracy,
has induced them to acquiefce in thofe enormous impofitions,
which a braver people have refifted, at the hazard of their lives
and fortunes, and cven to become the willing tools for enforcing
a fervile fubjection, upon thofe, whom they were bound by ties
of blood, to love and fuccour.

THAT we may learn wifdom by the misfortunes of othess,
that by tracing the operation -of thofe caufes which have proved
ruinous to fo many {tates and kingdoms, we may efcape the
rocks and quickfands on which they have been fhipwreck'd, it
may be ufeful to take a curfory retrofpe@ of the motives ard
opiniens, which have cffected the difmemberment of a very large
and valuable part of the Britifh dominions, and thereby deprived

them of a principal fource of firength and greatne(s ; under 2
C conflitution

* They have no corrupt or corrupting court, no blood fucking placemen,
no ftanding army, the ready inflruments of tyranny, no ambition far
conqueft, no luxury, po citadels againft invafion, and aegainft hiberty,
their mountaips are their fortificadizns, and every heufholder 15 2 Soldicr
ready to bght for his country.

Political Difquifitions, J1Y. 416,  Quot Voltaire,
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conftitution which has ever been the boaft of Englithmen, we
have feen a moft fhameful proftitution of wealth to the purpofes
of bribery aad corruption, with a view ftill farther to auggcnt*
that opulence of individuals, which when.cxorbitant, mult aiways .
be injurious to the common intereft *.

Wz lave feen the members of a Houfe of Commons, which
was once the bulwark of the nation, and the palladium of Lix

berty, availing themfelves of the meancft artifices for fecuring a
{cat,becaufc it cnabled them to gratify their tavorite paflions ; and

thame to human nature! We have feen a people, once famed:
for honefty and temperance, intoxicated at the gambols of an

eleftion, and ftupidly felling their fuffrages tor reprefentatives in
Parliament!

T'r E whole bufinefs of government had become an affair of
trade and caleulation, the reprefentative who expended his
oroperty for the purchafe of a vote,was fure to make his profits,
by the fale of his influence for the fupport of minifterial
prodigality, or abfolute domination ; and to extend the fecurity
with which the members might plunder the people and trample
on their rights,the prolongation of their parliaments to aterm of

time

* The great increafe of our tommerce after the peace of Utreche,
broaght in a vaft acceflion of wealth ; and (hat wealth revived; and
gradeslly diffufed that luxury through the whele nation, which had lard
ccrmant during the warlike reigng of William and Ann ; to this univer-

fal luxury, and to this unly, we muft impute the amazing progrefs of
corruption whith feized the very vitals of our conflitution.

Montaguc on Republics, P, 376,
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time {ufficient to inveterate their power, was at length adopted,
for the purpole of riveting thofe chains which an unduc influ-
ence in clections had previoufly. forged *.

RrriGcrous tyranny had forced from the unpatural boform
of a parent,a race of hardy fons,who chofe rather to dwell in the
deferts of America with the favage natives, than in the fplendid

habitations of more favage men,

ScARCELY had thefe perfecuted fugitives breathed from the
fatigucs of a dangerous voyage, when:behold the cruel hand of
power ftretched over the atlantic to diftrefs them in their new
pofleflions ! Having found a rude uncnitivated foil, inadequate

to the fupply of the conveniences of Efe, they attempted thofe
arts of which they ftood immediately in need | ; a prohibition

of the manufacures neceflary to cloath them in thelc then in-
hofpitable wilds was carly chreatped, and though ' they were
afterwards permitted, yetit was under. the moft humiliating

reftrictions 7.
| Farom
* Nide Politieal Difquificions, paffim.

1 Vide Abbe Raynal’s hiftory of Britifh fettlements, V. 11

1 It cever was, and ever would have been the policy of Great-Britain,
had this country continued under bher pcverrment, as much as poflible
to fupprefs our manufa&tures. Onc ot her writers, fpeaking ot the
colontes, f{ays, they will certainly fet up thofe manufaltures wih which
we now fupply them,” snd thereby deprive us of thofe advanteges, we
are intitled to reap from their eftablifhment, butit is to be hoped the
Parliament of England will keep a watchful eye cver our plantatiors,
1 regard to a matter of fuch important coreernment to this kingdom.

Poftlethway’s Di&t, of Commerce, Article Colenies,
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FroNa princigle of avarice and the moft unjuftifiable partiality
in prejudice of thefe infantfettlements, all commercial commu-
nication between them was fotbidden, the importation of
mercantile articles was laid under the heavielt reftraints, nonc
were to be frcighted, not even the produce of forcign countries,
from anyv other tham Britilh ports, and all exportations were
finally to tetminate in Britain,

TrE manifeft objeét of thefe meafures, was to enrich fome
crouching favorites at home,’till at length, plunged into debt,even
in the midft of fuccefs and conquelt, by the rapacioufnefs of
an infatiable miniftry, and a gencral corruption of manners,
cevery finew was ftrained amongft their domeftic fubjeéts for the
acquifition of 2 large revenue, but this refoyrce having been
found infuﬁicicnt for the pugpofe,the experces of the war, out of
which they had jult emerged, were made the pretext for levying
taxes on the unreprefented fubjefts of America ; the firft requi-
fition for the fupply of am army was too readily fubmited to,
and the fubfequent adts, which have led to that war, in which

thefe flates have been called upon to contend for every thing
dear in life, are too récent to be yet forgotten by you my fellox

citizens, on whom the vengeance they were defigned to execuse
has fo largely fallen.

Tue mild voice of fupplication and petition had n vair
affailed the royal car, the blood of your fcliow-countrymen

. ?ra';
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was wantonly fhed on the memorable plains of Lexington, you
flew toarms and made your laff appeal to Heaven,

Ay

Never did an enthufialtic ardor in the caufe of an injured
country blaze forth with fueh refiftlefs fury, never did patriotic
vircue thine out with fuch tranfcendent luftre, as on- that folemn
day ! [carcely was there to be feen & peafant through the land
‘“ whofe bofom beat not in his country’s caufe.” Angels muft
have delighted in the fight ! A wide extznded country, roufed
into ation 4t the firft flafk of arms, and pouring forth her
thoufands of virtuou: yeomen to avenge the bleod of their
flaughtered bretheren on the unprincipled agprefors ! Quickiy
they fied from merited deftruction,and flecing, (hed their blood,
an immolation to the beloved manes of thofe whe f:ll the carly
martyrs to this glorious caufe ; you then convinced deluded

Britons, that bravery was not the growtk of any one peculiar
prt or rOil *-

THE enterprige 'tis true was bold and daring ! The nations
of the world ftood {hill, aftonifhed at the defperate blow ! The

brave alone are eapable of noble actions ; Defencelsfs, and un-
furnifhed with the means of war,you placed your confidence in

that God of armies who approves the ftruggles of the opprefled,
and

* Nothing more {irikingly demonftrates the folly of a commander,than his

really undervaluing the prowefs of an enemy. Fabius thoughe highly ct
the a0ilities of flannibal and Laade his difpofitions accordingly,
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and relying on the h?poﬂ foelings of the hgart for your.fuccefs,
you vcnturcd to contend wlth veteran armies, and to dely che
formidable power of a nation accuftorned to fuccels and con-

quet,

Your Gugrdian Genius patronized yaur-vaule, pre(ided .in
your counfcls, infpired you wich intrepidity and . wifdom, and
myﬁcnouﬂy infatuated -the Britith chiefs ; protc&ed in the days
of wegknefs: and of danger, :by the conccalment: of your real
wants,: the basfted wifdom of your crafty foé was baffled and
confounded. .. ' |

- +£

THROUQH Al tbe various fortuncs bF the ficld,you pcrfcvcrcd
~ with an undauntud front, and' whilll your cosits were {warming
with flects,’ full frclghtcd withithe cholceft legions of the enemy, |
a force that would have ﬁ1ﬁ'¢ncd with difpait-a lefs determined
pc0plc, you dared to pafs the irrevocable decree, that fcrever
cut afunder the ties that bound you to a cruel parent, affumed
your rank amougft the nations of the world, -and inftituted a
new Epoch in'the annals of-your country ;' ‘with folemn oaths,
you pledged your facred hdﬁm‘, to die-united in defence of your
much injured rights, or livé in virtuous poffeflion: of - peace, of

Liberty and fafety. —T he generations yetunborn ¢hall read with
rapture that diftinguifhed page, whereen in capitals fhall ftand

recorded, the important wanfadlion of ‘that dpy, and celebrate
' ' | Y
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to the Tateft ages of this cepublic, thg'a'nnivcrfar} of that refolu-
tion of the Amerjcan Congrefs, which gave the rights of fover-
<ignty and independencé’to thefe United Statcs.

LoNG may they retain that fpirit of union which has ena-
bled them to withftand the mighty force of ‘Britain, and never
be perfuaded, through the artifice of their enemies, to violate

the articles of that confederation to which they owe their liber-
ty ; fhould ever the conftitutional authority of che legal repre-

{entative body of the nation be annihilated, the bond of union

will be diffolved, and we fhall be reduced to the greateft hazard
of mifery and fubje&ion *.

By mecans of their union, the fates, alone and unaffifted, have
vanquifhed @ numerous army of brave and'veteran troops, and

led their chicf a captive to your capital.——=As Jong as time
fhall laft the noble example you have fet the world fhall be

produced, to fhew what wonders ma'y'bc. done by men united,
and determined to be free . Your

* When Rome had arrived to her higheft.pitch of grandeur, it was the
aflociations formed behind the Danube and the Rhine, affociations formed
by the terror of herarms, that enabled the Barbarians to refit her.

Montelq. Sp. of Laws, V. 1. P. 184.

‘The Canaanites were deftroyed by reafon they' were peteyy Monarchies,.

that had no union, nor confederacy for their common defence.

Hid V. 1. P. 18y,

t Twelve brave men, under the condut of Cleomenes, broke loofe from
their prifon, fpread horror and deftru@ion through one of the molt po-
pulous cities in the univerfe, and not finding the inhabitants courageous

enough to oppofc them, they unanimoufly perifhed by their own hands.
Plutarch, Vit Cleom. P. 822,
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Yaur. vigtue hay fupplied the place of .wealth in the, profecu-
tion of the.war,;. thataxes that have been levied, havg gencrally
been fubmitted to with chearfulnels, and in a free flate,where
the people themfelves are the afleflors, fo far were they from
being confidered ap & grievance,: thet you wilcly.efecmed them
as. the fymptoms of virtue, hecaufe they ever cvince thatthe fafety
of the public iy the.fupreme objedt of attention. -

Nog fhall the 'p_b;v'crful aids of am agnanimous All y‘bé fuffer-
ed here to pafs \im:’;otici:d' ; the gg_nerou_itcrma on ‘w}i{ic‘h aflift-
anceand fupport were aranted, fhall leave impreffions.of clicem
and friendfhip which time and age fhall not be able to' efface?
Under the condu& of One 1 illuftrious General, the brave allied

armics

® It is a general, rule that taxes may be. heavier in proportion (o the
Jiberty of ‘the fubjed, and that there is a neceflity for diminifhing them
in’ proportion to the increafe of flavery.-- -~ -'

IR Montel'qnieju,_v. 1. P. 309,

Fow much thefe States enjoy advantages fuperior to Great: Britain, with

refpcé to the payment of their pubhe’ debe, is fufficiently obvious,

3+ Queen Elizabeth of England cffered her favor, protedion.and.ofliflsnec

to the United Provinces, whilft they were contending. for their libertics,

and the grateful remem brance. of ber: friendfhip was drequently io - the
mouths of all forsof people, and flill continues t%.gbe,pn;lem day.
Vide Sir William ‘Teémples biftcry of - the United rovinces. P. 68.

t It greatly redounde to 1he honour of ‘thefe flates, as well as thatof their
great General, that whilftthe: Britifh have fowr or five. times: changed
their commander ip chief, the fame has continued at the head of the
American forces throngh the whole war ; has this been the cafe, becauic
amongft our enemies it was more difficult to find a virtuous span, or
becaufe the government under which they held their places was more

f2Qicus and corrupt 2 ‘The Jopg contirwance of the hannibalic vl:_a:f! in
whi
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artnics have togethier contended for t’hé"ﬁghis of human 'n'aturc.
have mingled blood, conquered a formidable hoft of ch-fen
~ troops, and laid the Britifh Standard at yonr fect *.

AT length, ye favoured Sons of freedom, THE GLORIOUS
WORK IS DONRB T Heralds of Peace proclaim the joyful
tidings ! Let the remoteft corners of the globe refound with accla-
marions of applaule, ’till even the inanimate creation fhall join
the concert,and dance to more fublime than Orpbean ftrains !
Genius of liberty sejoice, for Heaven has epened a new
alylum to your long perfecuted fons ! Rejoice ye inhabitants of
this chofen land! Let fongs of joy dwell long upon your thack-
ful tongues, and notes of gratitude to Heaven be raifed on ten
thoufand ftrings, 'till angels catch the found, and echo back,
Peace and good will to men ! Had I a thoufand rongues, and all
the eloquence of Cicero or Demoithenes, too fecble were my

-accents, too {mall- my encrgy for this sranfporting theme !

"WHAT -mileries end tortures have we not cfcaped | Go

fearch the the records of tyranny and ufurpation, and learn
D the

which the Carthaginians-maintained their ground above 16 years againft
the whole force of the Romans, isimputed to the annual change of
Generals amongft the Jatrer, whilt the former were conftactiy com-
manded by the forre extraordinary man,

* The Britifh Standards taken by the sllied armies at York and Glecefic,
were prefemsed at the feet of Congrels,

t Vide laft paragraph of the Oration, dclivered Marcd 5th, 1775, onthe
anniverfary of the-Boffon mellacre,
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the infalence forever confcquent on the fuppreffion of infur-
re&ions in the behalf of violated rights! Agis, the brave reformer
of the Spartan manners, was condemned by the tyrant who
owed his life to bim, to dic an ignominious death for an unfuc-
cefsful oppofition to the torrent of vice which had overwhelmed
that republic ; a fond and anxious mother prefented at thedoor
of his prifon, a petition, that her fon might be indulged with
a hearing before the people ; the unfecling minifter ot cruclty
" had already perpetrated the execrablc deed, and fneeringly
replied, no fartker injury fhould be done him ; he then intro-
duced her to the apartment where laid the body of her murder-
ed fon, with that of her aged mother who had attended her ;
{enfible that his misfortunes were the confequence of lenity car-
ricd to a degree that rendered it impolicy, fhe could not forbear
kifling the bloody corpfe, and uttering aloud the fentiments of
her foul ; in the midft of this affe&ing [cene, that would have
extorted pity from a favage breaft, the ruffian, exafperated at
thefe effufions of gricf, as expre(ling her juftification of his con-
dud@, rufhed on the diftracted motber, and plunged his dagger |
in her breaft!

Tue hiftory of that brave® and honeft nation,whofe fpirited

excrtions have lately extricated them from that fubjetion and
dependance,

# T cannot here forbear mentioning to the honour of this people, the
recevery of whofe liberty has in its circumftances been fo nearly con-
nefled with that of our own, the moft aftonithing a& of. bravery per-
haps ever exhibited ; an-army underDonogh having been greatly recéuced

y

“
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dcpcn&ancc, to which the arms and artifice of a ncighbouring
kingdom had rcduced them, fufficiently evinces, that refiftance

to arbitrary power, nceds but the name of rebellion, to furnith
out a pretext for every form of violence and cruelty ; often have
ti,> caffolds fmoked with gore pour'd from the veins of - patriots

and of heroes, and the dedroying fword of defpotifm bean
drunk with. the richeft blood of a community !

Hap conquelt crowned the efforts of our enemics,
numbers of our worthy patriats, had now been bleeding under
the vindi&tive hand of a fucccelsful foc, and we perhaps in mines

or dungeons, been dragging out a life ot wretchednels, and weep-
ing in filence, over the memory of ¢50/2, to whom were juftly

due, the applanfe and gratitude of every friend to liberty and vir-
fuc,

WHAT 3 contraft to this {rightful pi&ure doss the joytulnefs
of the occalion which has this day aflembled us together, cxhibir

e

oy previous alions, was under a neceflity of engaging the king of
Cffory, with a vaft fuperiority in the number of his troops; The fick
and wouaded infifted on accompanying their General to the field ; after
many fruitlefs efforts to difuade them from this refolution, it was agreed,
that they fhould be tied to {Rakes drove into the ground, that they

~ might be fupported, and in their weak flate prevented from fallirg;
an effcltive man was placed on each fide'; the mangled foldiers having
tented their wounds with mofs, were placed at their fiations, began to
brandifh their fwords, and prepare for the defperste combat, a f{ight
however that firuck fuch horror into the miads of the enemy, that they
amaimovufly refuled 1o fight them !

Winne’s Hiftory of Ireland, V. 1. P 177,
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t0 our view ! Many of thefc illuftrious fresmen now meet ushere,
and mingle tears of joy and gratitude with ours!

THousa NDs of brave, deferving members of fociety, have fal-
Jcn'an untimely prey. to the poifoneus exhalations of a prifon,
and filthy guardfbips, have been the charnel houfes of our bre-
thren ; confined within thofe dreadful regions of horrorand dif-
pair, where no refrefhing breczes ever entered, the tainted cle-
ment itfelf was charged with peftilence and death! You whohave
fcen the helplefs vitim of a mercilefs difeale, groaning under the
agonics of a relentlefs fever, can tell what epithets to ufe in the
defcription of the tortures they endured ; their tongues were
parched with raging-heat ! Their boiling blood fcalded the veéry
veins in which it circulated=——and did ye then, ye minifters of
wrath, fupply a fingle cup of water to refrefh their thirfty fouls ?
Verily, ye unworthy offspring of a chriflian land, inafmuch as
Je did it mot to one of thefe, ye did it not to him who fhortly
will avenge the caufe of inmocence.

BuTt fmiling peace returns, and death and carnage fhall prevail
no more to fwell the pumber of the flain ; we wifh not Britons,
too feverely to upbraid you, we only mean to held you up as an
example to the world, from which the beft of leflons may be

Jearai.

o
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w——LET us however contemdplate thofe unfi®itious fcencs
of mifery and diftrefs, which an-arduous ftruggle for our liberties
have coft us ; let us remember the principles thatproduced the op-
pofition, as well as thofe that gave occafion for it, and then if
we can tamely b?‘ar to fee our libertics deftroyed, - Iét us flee,
gnickly flee, from thefe yet hallowed thores, nor dace pollute the
land which holds our fatbers tombs*,

~ \
A T1MB of tronquility and peace is often a feafon of the great-

eft danger ¥+, becaufc it is too apt to involve a general opinion of
pertedt fecurity. © The Roman ftate, whillt Carthage ftood her
rival, retained her virtuc, Carthage was deftroyed, and. Rome be-
came corrept 1 ; unlefs we are properly apprized of, and duly
armed againft this evil, the United States v ill one day experience
a fmilar fate. |

TRANsron'n:p

* A chief of the Canadians to whom an Ewropean nation propofed their
ceding their patrimony, replied, * We were born upon this land,
* owr fathers were buried here, can we fay to our fathers bones, rife
‘ up and come with us into a foreign land 2" . .

Voltsire Philofophy of Hiftory, Chap. 7.

3 When oncea flate has ftruggled through many and great:diﬁculties, and
emerged at laft to freedom and wealth, men begin to fink gradually
into luxury, said to grow more diffolute in their morals,

Montague on Republics, P. 36z.

} Baron de Mouiciquieu fpeaking of Carthage and Rome fays, they
were alarmed and firengthened by each other, {trange that the greater
fecurity thofe flates -enjoyed, the more like ftagnated waters they were
fabje® to corruption ! V. 1. 164,



- TRANSPORTED from a diftant clime, lefs friendly to its nue-
ture, ' you have 'planted here the fately Tree. of - Liberty, and lived
ta fee it flourith ! But whillt you pluck the.fruit from the bend-
ihg brarichcs, remember that sts reots were 'w:;rcr:d wath )aur
blood !+~Rémember the price at which you purchaﬁ:d 1t, # nor
“ Sarter liberty: for gold.” '

Go fearch the vaults, where lay enfhrined the relicks of your
martyred fellow-citizens, and from their duft reccive a leflon on
the valac of your frcedom ¢ When virtue fails, when luxury and
corraption fhall undermine the pillare of the ftate, and threaten a
total lofs of liberty and ‘patriotifm, .then folemaly repair to thofe

facred repofitories. of the: dcad, agd if you cag, return and f{port
away..your rights, . .

WHEN you forget the value of your freedom, read over the
hiftory that recounts the wounds from which your country bled ;
perufe the picture which brings back to-yout 1magmanohs, in

the lively colours of undxfgulfcd truth, the wild, diftradted feelings

of your hearts !—DBut if yc:ar'.u't happy lot has ‘been not to havé felt

the pangs of 2 convalfive feparation from frzmd or bndrd learn
thcm of tbq,& that bave,w— '

BeuoLp thc hoary bmd qf' age, deft . ing to the grave with
forrow and defpair ; pleafed with enchanting profpecs, in a_fom
with whom his very foul was bound together, . a /on who promif-
ed
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ed to have been the ftay and ftaff of - his dcfencelefs joars, the
Jood old . man infen(ibly declined along the path of life, and
fcarcely fclt the weight of three feore years and tep~=——thc dead-
ly fhaft picrced through the bofom of his hopes, and doomed
* him to breathe out the refiduc of life in folitude and wretched-

ncrs._-—-—-—d

i

OrseRrve the Youth whole parent, guardiam, and proteffor,
juft at the time when the faculties of realon were beginring to
put forth their buds, and court the foftering hand of culture,

foatched trom their dutiful embraces, and all the endearing ties
LI [ TR —

BuT, if fufpicions of a counterfeited grief, you feck an
inftance where forrow cannot be feigned, go follow ber whole
ftrzaming eyes, diftradted mein, and burfting heart, announce
the pangsthat nature feels, in the fudden and violent diffoluti-
on of the neare? and mef dear conneliion ——

I misht proceed

—but permit me bere to draw the (able
veil, and leave to your imaginations to fuggeft the reft ————
but ftay forbear, nor longer mourn for thofe who have no -
caufe for tears.

“ Glory with all her lamps fhall burn
** To watch the warrior’s {fleeping clay,

* "Thill the laft trump fhall raife his urn,
‘ To fhare the triumphs of the day.” - Ir
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TR to Tt ages we retain the Pirit’ which gave oist INDE-
PENDF.NdE birth ;' if taught by thefatal *c\'lfl that have fobverted
S ditny‘ ’ﬂ@w Rates, We leatn o factifice'our dearcht interefts in
it couhet chfb, ¢h joih npdn' out childredi a ' folemn- vucrat:on

ﬁ BiF Jiwd) Pav next to adoration of their'God, the great con-
cern of man, and feal the precept with our laft expiviag breath,
thefe STARS, that cven now enlightcn half the world, fhall fhine
a"gloridi étﬁfﬂemrmn 1 chis’ 88zrn ‘Herhifphere, "l flars and
fﬁhsrﬂiﬂll ﬁlihrf’ho morc, and al! thc kmddoms of this globc

fhall’ viniih litde & a fctoll

L) Mgy 5 L
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BEGE J Widz. for means reid mean. P.1r. 1 16. for ‘abounded
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