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« COLUMBIA, Hail! immortal be thy Reign,
Withaut a hing, we til the finiling Plain ;
Without a king. the Javs nintain their Svay,
While Honor bide each nenernis Heart obey,

Be OURS te Tafk, the Zmbitioue 1o reftrain,
And this great Lelthn teach---that Lings e vain
That warring Realms to certain Run halte,
That kinge (bt by War; and Wars are \Vafte:

So fhall OUR NAYION, form'd on VIRTUE's Plan,

Remainthe GUARDIAN of the RIGHTS QF MAN.' >
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ADVERTISEMENT

THE for greater part of that numercus and
refpedtable Affembly, who honored with their Pre-
fence and Approbation the Exercifes which took
place at the Church, on the 4th Inflant, will readily
perceive fome of the Reafons which have led ta the
Publication of this Addrefs. The many Applications
which have been made to the Author for its Appear-
ance, in this Form, have been efleemed additional In-

ducements (2 lay it before THE PUBLIC, na!i:w'rf;-

flanding sts many Imperfeltions.
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—— .. New-York, 12th Fuly, 1797.

CITIZEN,

WE are deputed 1n Eehalfofthc GENERAL

soCtETY Of MEciANICKS and TRADESMEN, o
the TAMMANY SOCIETY, Or COLUMBIAX '
orDER, the peyocraric, and NEW-YORK -
COOPER SOCIETIES, to prefent you their
thanks, for your Pertinent and Patriotic

- oratioN delivered before tiiem on the 4th
inft, and to yequeft of you a copy for publi-
nation,

We are,
With all due refpeét,

Your Fellow Citizens,

WAPHTALL JUDAH, Meh, Sc'y. -
THOMMNS GREENLEAF, Zam. e,
JOHN MERSEREAU, Demeera. oo,

JOUR UTT, Cecper's o,

GUzorca Jamzs WARNEIR, \ -
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| MY FELLOW. CITIZENS,
(For whofc advantage they wcr'e‘ pri;‘.cipally intcln;:lcd) -
THESE FEW OBSERVATIONS ON THE
- PRESERVATION T
w . oF -
JPublic Liberty,
< " ARR RESPECTFULLY 1NSCRIBED,
BY |
Tsiz AUTHOR,
\
\
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FELLOW CITIZENS,

AGAIN we are met to celebrate the Birtha
day of our NaTioN. One, untaught in the
Schools of Science, is deputed to addrefs you
on the great, the interefting event. Inunder~
taking the tafk, he trufts that your candor will
accompany him, and that you will not be dif-
appointed by the abfence of talents which his
fituation in life has prevented him from ac-
quiring. He does not alpire to lead the judge-
ment, or to roufe the paflions by any elocutive

ftrains—the difplay of Ciceronian oratory or

of Demolthenian cloguence ;- he will be am-

tention while he delivers a few plain fenti-
ments, exprefled in the fincerity of patriotifm.

TN

ply gratified, if he can only command yourat- -

—_— - Taa )
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- TheH ilorians of our country have acquamt-
ed us with the rife, progrefs, and eftablifhment
of her freedom and independence. They have
told us, and many here this day well remenm.-
ber, how the earneft petitions of the peoplt
for a redrefs of grlevances were difregarded ;
every new fupplication producing fome new
outrage, or {ome feverer aft of oppreffion. A
mere poiture of defence was at length deemed
a fignal for the fpilling of blood, and at Lexing-
ton it firk fireamed, in the glorious caufe of
Freedom and our Country. Thus rendered

- hopelefls of gaining by fubmiflion, and left

without profpeét of any reafonable accommo-
dation ; finding our Country invaded, our
Towns fired, and our~ Citizens inhumanly
butclicred, the delegates from the then pro-
vinces, {olemnly appcali-ng to Heaven for the
re€litude of their intentions, declared America
emancipated from the yoke of Monarchic So-
vereignty, and freed from any }Elepcndancc

on BRITAEN.

.

| The language of that celebrated declaration

“we have juft heard*. It was the voice of an

\
* It had juft before been read by a citizen,
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opprefled people exclaiming againlt the af-
{umptions of a Government, ‘wlqkh whiie 1t
was arrogating every thing to itfelf, contem-
plated to lcave us nothing. The [entiments
contained in it, ought to be dceply "engraven
on every heart—they point out the true con-

d:tion of mall--t}}_ey [pecak the language of a

bold refiltance to tyranny, and we may indeed

expeét that Liberty herfelt will expire, when
they fhall ceafe to be longer refpefied among

us.
v
This, however, we have reafon to hope w:!!

not be the cafe. We truft that the fame Ame-
rican {pirit and virtue which animated to the
~ conteft the Heroes of the Revolution, and in-
duced them to prefer toil, and poverty, and
{uffering, and death ‘to the flavery ol their
Country, will flill predominate in every breaft.
It was glorioufly triumpbant over the proud
legions of Desporic BriTain; and it has
{ublequently prevailed in direfling the Nati-
onal Convention of 87, to the Conftitutional
citablifbment of the liberty we at this day
enjoy. May it ever continuc the ﬁ‘\_fc_gumd_ of
Republican virtue, the {courge of anarchy,
2nd our guide to the fummit of political hap-
pinefs ! -

f
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To thofe who faithfully accomplifhed thefe
events, we thall ever feel ourfelves great!y in-
debted, while a fenfcof LiserTy andof Jus-
TicE prevails among us, The glory which as
a people we have acquired by the Revolution,
and the profperity and bappinefs we have ex-
perienced fince that period, have amply repaid
us for all the hardfhips endured, and all the
dangers encountered in its accomplifhment,
To perreTUATE the advantages we poflefs
unimpaired to the lateft pofterity,is nowa duty
incumbent on us, as the original atltors are
daily pafling away from this ftage of human
things, and as they vanifh are feeming io iay
“to their pofterity, ‘improve on what we have
done, and let not our labours be loft to the

future benefit of Mankind.’

Perhaps the prefent opportunity cannot be

better employed, than by calling your atten-
tion for a few moments, to fome of the means

neceflary to effeét this defirable end.

And firfh, in addition to the found fyftem
of Legiﬂatiﬁ"e policy which has been GENE~

raLLy adopted in our country, 2nd has grown



THE 4th oF JuLvy, 1797. 11

out of thcuprinciplcs of our Revolution, we
muft individually encourage by example and
by precept, the prafice of all the moral virtues.
Without thefe no free government can long
exift. That they are the only true fources of
individual happinefs is generally conceded,
though uniortunately theyare but little prac-

tifed.

The Bible, a venerable old book, now too
often laid by on the fhelf, dufly and neglcfied,
contains an ample cnumeration of them, und a
glorious promife of the advantages refulting
from their general application and ufe. 'This
leading principle in the compofition of a free
government, * Do unto others as you would
others fhould do untoyou,” is derived: from
that invaluable fource; *and ware all our
attions performed under the influcnce of this
principle, union, equal liberty, and the fteady
adminiflration of juflice might certainly be ex<
pefted as the happy refult.  We fhould then
become better men, more difinterclted patriots
and honcfter politicians. For what man is
there who poffefles virtuous fentiments him-~
{clf, and would not cherifi and approve of
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them in others 7 Who that {incerely loves
liberty, would not confcientioufly wifh its en-

joyment to 2il the members of the community,

and join in every proper meafure neceflary to

its prefervation ?
, \

The p rinciple ¢ contended for, is fo plain in
itfelf, thatitwould fcarcclv have been deemed
neccflary to call it into view, on this occafion,
were it not, that many at the prefent time
fhew themfelves willing to evade every |
juntlion to the firit obfervance of the du-
tics of morality, as bordering too much on
the principles of the Chriftian Religion, a rem-
nant of {uperftition, which the fuperior light
of the prefent day has rendered guztc unfafhi.
onablc. *

l

‘Secondly.. “"‘qﬂp}uﬂ guard as a ‘molt in-
valuable privilege, the Tréedom and rights of
eletlion. Wuerever the wealthy by the
influcnce of ricles, are cnabled to direét the
choice of public officers, there the downfall of
jiberty cannot be very remote. It is our own
fault if an influence fo dangerous, has become
in any mcafure prevalent among us. It would

not be the cale if the people did not confent
\

- -
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to become the dupes of defign. It is becaufe
tradelmen, “mechanics and the indufirious
claffes of fociety confider themfelves of roo
LITTLE CONSEQUENC:E to the body poliiic
that any thing belonging to the {yllem of op-
preflion at all obtains,  We ought to fpurn
from us with difdain, the individual who would
folicit Bur vote, from motives of perfonalton-
fideration. Hec ought not to be lifiened to,
who would- demand it as the price of friend-
fhip, or who would expel? it trom regard to
his fuperior riches. It too o'ten happens tiat
men only capable of atraZling pubiic notice
by an oltentatious difplay of their wealih, are
dcemed belt qualified to proteét the riahts of
the people, and conlequently receive their
fuflrages ; while our choice ought onlv to be
direfled to men of rTarLevts and viaTuE
whatever their fituation in life may be. The
poffeffon of riches is not neceflarily accompa-
nied by fuperior underftanding or geodnefs
of heart.  On the contrary, the experience of
ages confirms this opinion, that a flate of me-

diocrity is more favorable to them both. .

If, inftcad of improving on its original plan,
ur governmeat, at any future period, {hould
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\ be - irreﬁftably impelled in an unalterable

courfe toward dé{poti{m, the dividing line -

between the ick and the poor will be diftintt-
ly marked, and the latter will be found in a
Jtate of vaffallage and dependance on the
former.

Be 1t your care then, my fellow-citizens, to
guard with unccafing vigilance- againft "the
growth of this evil ; alflume the native dignity
of your charafter and maintain with a modeft
but determined fpirit, the liberty of opinion.
Suffer no one to picTATE imperioufly what
line of condufl you are to purfue; butat the
{fame time let no one ‘be facrificed at the altar

of public vengeance, for a candid and liberal

expreflion of his {entiments.

Thirdly. We muft endeavor to acquaint
“ourfclves with the political fituation and rela-
tive intercfts of our country. Without tiis in-
formation, we fhall either be unable to form
an accurate opinion of our own, or often be-
come the dupes of the defigning. The pus-
r1c pRINTs naturally prefent themfelves as the
vehicles of this neceffary knowledge. Thofe
condufled in a'{pirit of liberality, yet altoge-
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ther confonant'to the principles on which our
revolution was atchieved, fhould employ the
public attention and meet its decided {upport.
It will be found, that a jusT and eQuAL Gco-
vERNMENT will ever derive additional ftabi-
lity, as the PEOPLE obtain a more general
knowledge of its principles and operations.
The refult is, that every fincere friend to ovur
NATIONAL CONSTITUTION, ought feduloully
to promote the diffemination of this know-
ledge, as a barrier to the rifings of fedition,
as well as to the encroachments of arbitrary

PO'We [-

~ Fourthly. Be folicitous that your children
are properly educated. ¢ Education,” fays
the celebrated Godwin, ‘““has the advantage
of taking MixD in its original ftate, a foil
prepared for culture, and as yet uninfefted with
weeds ¢ certainly the tafk is much eafier, to
plant right and virtuous difpofitions in unpre-
judiced underftandings, than to root up errors
that have already, as it were, become a part
of ourfelves.” Give your children, then, as

your ability may permit, the opportunity of re-
| B
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ceiving inftruftion in the commoneft branches ;
aqd if poffible, inftru® them yourfelves; as to
the r1c#Ts which they poflefs, and the puT1ES
which they owe to fociety. Teach them to
. love their country ; to contend for liberty ;
to-defpife monarchy :-~That while conflitu-
tions and-written forms are fufceptible of im-
provement, the principles of TrRuTH and of
JustTice are eternal and imprefcriptible.
Learn them, as their political creed, that im-
mortal declaration of our rights and emanci-
_pation, the promulgation of which, we have
this day met to cclebrate, Encourage th€m
to thereverence of the aged; to the exercife
of candor, fincerity, and univerfal benevo-
lence ; and in general to the praftice of
every {ocial and moral virtue. |

b

Thus will the increafc of knowledge and
patriotifin be promoted, and we fhall have far
lefs rcafon to fear the previcTED reign of
vice and TYRaNNY.. [ow often have we
been told, that our government, faft following
* . 1n the footfleps of the ancient cftablifhments
of Europe, will foon overtake them in a ca-
reer of defpotifm ?  IHave we not heard the
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Janguage of complaint refounding through the |
nation—-° the fword of the Revorution,

long fince returned to its fcabbard, is buriedin
ruft ; the rights which it maintained, and the
principles which it defended, are nearly for-
gotten. A FATAL SECURITY, while it obli-
terates and cancels what 1s palt, opensan am-
ple field for the fportsof TYRANNY and the
arts of CORRUPTION! Refle&tion, the
" nurfe of manly and heroic fentiments, the
guardian, life, and protettor of public free-

dom, i1s extinguifhed ! The hoary WarRrioR'

feels our ingratitude andiaments our weak-

nels. The tear of regret fleals down his chan-

neled cheek. On the precipice of the grave,
he fighs for the misfortunes and the fervitude
of future genecrations. Seven LONG YEARS
have I toiled in vain—the lﬁritlciplcs for
which I ftruggled, are withering away
—the rifing generation are forgetting their
rights, and neglefling the. duties of free-
men. I rejoice that I cannot live, to be a

witnefs of the fhame: and enthralment of my

country. It wounds me to the heart, to fee
fome of thofe who gallantly fought by my fide

—who {wore ncver to {furvive the difgrace

—
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“of their country, the determined advocates of

meafures that are pregnant with public ruin.
With Indignation I fee them purf{uing max-
ims of government, that lead to the mxfcry -
and degradation of mankind. Bur, 2
them through the veil of years, and feel my-
™ felf incapable of arrcfting their progrefs. Yet
a liitle time and I am no more—a perverfion
of principlc and acorruption of hcart, will in-
{ult my memory, and triumph o’er my grave I’
Who can view without emotion, this mteleﬂmg
piflure of our fituation, which the imagina-
tion has drawn ? Who is there, that would
defignedly renderit juft ? If none of us would,
then ought we to endeavor to preferve the
purity of public morals, and to keep a watch-
ful eye over the conduél of our public officers:
for whatever their political fentiment may
be, we ought never to forget that they are

MELEN.

Well aware of the rocks, onwhich so Mmany

“have been dafhed to- picces, -let us by a

facred regard to focial duty, endeavor to
preferve our poriTicAL BaArRQUE fafe, 1n hex

progrefs on the OCEAN OF TIME.
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My counTrRYMEN ! You have been fam-

ed for the-accomplifhment of a giorious re-
volution, and for the eftablihment of an ex-

cellent form of government; preferve with

the moft fcrupulous attention the great ad-

vantages you poflefls. By your all-important
exertions the progrefs of mind has been
greatly accelerated; and the munman nacs
mult ultimately be benefited by them. Tle
long enflaved nations of Euvrorg, have
caught the blaze of freedom, and are f:liow-
Ing your example, in adopting the principles
of {elt-government : The hydra of defpotifin
will THERE [oon be {ubdued, and order znd
fair Iibérty. will arife out of the confulion,
difmay, and carnage 1n which the nations are
involved.  Already the mild lights ofrealon
and philofophy become figerior to the fcop.
ticifm and dclufion, of the ignorant and de-
figning. Behold! the era of GENERA?,
VIRTUE, LIBERTY, and ITAPPINESS
is at hand, may our endecavors be uniicd (o
bhaften its aporoach!



_. - ODE
(corfPotrD FOR THE OCCASIONy BY P. FRENEAU.)
e MUSICK PERFORMED

BY THE

URANIAN MUSICAL SOCIETY.
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ONCE morc our annual debt to pay
jl We meet on this aufpicious day,
'T"hat fhall through every coming age
The feelings of mankind engage; ¢
Red war will foon be ching’d for peace,
All human woe for human blifs,
And nations that embrace.again
Enjoy a long pacific reign.
, CHORUS.
Thou fource of every pure delight,
Fair Peace ! extend thy {way,
- While to thy ftandard we invite
All nations on this day.

O dire cffcéls of tyrant power,
How have ye darkened every hour,
And bade thofe years embitter’d flow
That nature meant for blifs below !
With fcepired pride and looks of awe
OrprrBssion gave the world her law ;
And Nlan, that fhould fuch laws di{dain,-

FHas bow’d to her malignant reign,
e ————

CHORUS.
‘Thou {curce, &c.
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o No more we drmd the warlilze hoft
. That once ahrm’d “when Bmt}ns rofe,
. And made CoruwmBia’s fons their foes—

2

, Parent of every cruel art
" - That fains the foul; that feels the Hca t,
) Dire War | Wi th al] thy bleec.mfr bdni
Mioleft no more this happy land!

| CHORUS.
Bu'.: fcurce, &e.

v May now ;ul gcfpots difappear
And man to man be lefs feverew——
The ties of love more firmly bind . _
Than fetters that enchain mankind.,—
Dut Vizrvue mult her rights maintain,
Or fhort, too-fhost, is Frexpes’s reign
o Ard when her precepts we defpife . . -
- Tyradts and Kings again will rife, -
- CHORUS,
O Virtvue! fource of pure dcfli?ht,

. R
. Extend thy happy fway, &c.
qx\_ No more a pluadering, pageant race,

Maun fhall in every clime embrace :
And we, on this fecluded (hore,
Jovolv'd 1n horrid witrs no mere,

Oua this returning annual day,

Vo Heaven our grateful tiibute pay,

O 'T'hat here the happy times began
m' e ' ¢ ' . ’
T 2hatnade mookind the friends of Man. _ - -

CHORVUS,
- 'I'hou {ource, &c. .

)
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