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John Wallaet, Egg

Siry-=~In behalf of the Wasbington Bencvolent Society of this
town~—we render you our sincere thanks for the OaaTion you have
this cday delivered, and earnestly requesta copy for the press.

With high esteem,
Your Brethren,

BEN. PORTER,
NATHAN M'KINSTRY,
ASA TURNEY,

ISAAC BAYLEY, -
JOSHUA HALE,.
JACOB KENT, Jun.
IONAS TUCKER,

July 4, 1812.
GERILEMRN,

I am highly sensible of the honor you have done me, in regues’
ing a Copy of my 2gATiown, for the press. To epologise for its smp.r
fections would be unnecessary. You know the circumstances, 1u.0c
which it was written; to your disposal, it is chetrfully subfmitted.

With sentiments of high consideration, .

Yeur friend, antd Brother,
JOH:, W17

Benyamix Porrer, Esn

Doct. NatHAan M’Kinsiay,

Asa Turnevy, Egq.

Isasc Baviey, Esgy.

Josnua HaLg, Esq-

Mr, Jacos KenNT, jan.

Mr. Joras Tuckgz,



ORATION.

THE period we live in has been distinguished by
remarkable events. 'The occurrences of ages have
been collccted within the space of forty vears, and
the history of centuries is surpassed by the unnals
of living memory. Fancy has given place to fact,
and reaiity has usurped the empire of imagination.
The future enquirer shall read the history of the pres-
ent age with the same credulity, with which correct..
ed reason now listens to the marvellous fictions of
castern story, or the legendary iales of chivalry.

If other times have furnished some grand achiev-
ments to fill a splendid chapter in the record of a
century, ours have been emblazoned by a cluster of
events, which distance precedent, as much as they
defy imitation : ‘T'he campaigns of antiquity are but
littie more than magnificent processions, or splendid
parades, when placed in competition with the bloody
destinies of modern war-fare—the plams .of Mar-
athon, famous as the arena of Grecian valor, and
the tomb of a Persian army ; the fields of Pharsalia,
celebrated as the closing scene 1n the murderous ri-
valry of Cesar and of Pompey, attract but a passing
rlance, when stretched on the same map with thc
encrimsoned fields of Marengo and Austerlitz. The
boasted Alexander, in atchieving the conquest of the
Eastern world, tound nothing to resist his march,
more formidable, than a rapid river, or a feeble and
efleminate multitude, who fled in confusion from
the bristly array of the Macedonian phalanx—tiie
Corsican tyrant, in his career of desolation and con-
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quest, had to contend with brave and expcrienc-
ed generals, with soldiers born on the * tented field,™
nurtured In camps, and inured to the perils and fa-
ticuc of arms. The revolutions of ancient times
were generally counsclled Ly the populace in a pub-
lic square and efiected in an hour ; they usuaily con-
sisted i the expulsion of a tyrant, or the assassination
ofa tribune. ‘T'hat revolution, whose glorious ¢on-
summation we are this day convened to commen.-
orate, was matured in the councils of sages, and ac.-
complished by the labors of heroes; it was a scene
of continuew« and persevering aggression, of system-
atic and determined resistance.  No perfidious
crime of a cruel policy, no frenzied excesses of pop-
ular enthusiasm, obscured the lustre ¢f 1ts progress,
or tarnished the splendor of its fame. No local at-
tachments, no conflicts of jealous factions, divided
the sentiments, or weakened the encrgies, of a patri-
ot people. Na guillotine was erected to extermin-
ate an obnoxious party, ne assassms were retained by
suspicious power, in the foul works of midnight mur-
der; but with one passion to antmate, and one de.
sien to accomplish, Americans sought no cnemies,
but the enemics of thelir country ; they hunted no
track for blood, but the unfivllowed jootsteps of theur
nvaders.

It would be an useless task to recapitulate the
events of the revolutionary war, from its tragical
commencement at Lexingten, to  1ts auspicious ter-
mination at Yorktown. The perils and triumphs
of the eventful struggle are familiar to all.  "The his.
torian has given it his proudest page, the poct has
cmbellished it with the richest ofierings of genius,
and the scar-covered veteran, the living oracie of the
«« vines that tried men’s souls,” has, a thousand
times, rehearsed the patriotic story to the histening
circle at your evening fire-sides, when he resounted

¢he exploits of his vouthfal agm, and

e

¢ Shauider'd Lirs cruteh, and shewd bow §clds were von”
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"The magnificent ‘theme 13 incorporated with the
rudiments of education—1t 18 studied with the avid-
ity of youthful patriotism, and cherished with the
ardor of national pride, May our revolution nev-
er cease to awaken feelings of proud recollection in
every American bosom ; and tho’ the time forbid to
enter upon the detail of its progress, we pledge our-
selves to cherish the spirit, which produced it, and
to maintain the firmness, which sustained its trials.

The French revolution, the base and bloody pro-
geny of American independence, will ever be memor-
able, as a dreadful epoch in the history ol civil gov-
crnment. Some of its events afford inexhaustible
themes for admiration, many for pity, more for hor-
ror, and a// for astonishment. Thirty millions of
people, arisen by uaanimous impulse frem the slum-
ber of ages, to emancipate their rights from the pris-
on house of despotism, opened a magnificent scenc to
an anxious and wondering world.  The patriot pre-
dicted, from its sublime and {erocious features, the
extincion of arbitrary and unfeceling powcr—the
philanthropist greeted it, as the auspicious dawn cf
Letter days for oppressed humanity.  Bat its august
origin afforded a doubtful presage ofits horrible pro-
rress. It soon became a cauldron for the ebullition
of the malignant and ferocious passions—an ¢“ open
hell nnging with blasphemies and crimes, and. last,
though not least,” from the awful struggles of the
‘“ nation’s travail,” a peaccful and gigantic genius
was ushered 1nto figAt and /life, to curse the world by
the propagation of opinion, and to desolate Europe
by the ravages of his arns.

Napolcon Bonaparte is synonymeus with everv
thing great, or nfamous. Fancy quickens her wings
to Keep pace with the rapidity of his course, and lan-
guage labors for epithets cf abhorrence, to sketch
the character of his crimes. No sooner invested

with the command gf2#n armv, than he pursued s
o .
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way to Rome, and covered with blood the classie
fields of Italy. He crossed the Hellespont, and spread
the terror of his arms among the distant Mamelukes.
Thrice has he entered Germany with his plundering
myrmidons, and thrice has he tinged the waves of
the Danube in blood. Poison and poignards have
swelled the mass of his resources ; and so boundless
have been his views, and so rapid his career, that
the throne of the Bourbons afforded no rest to lis la-
bors, no repose to histoiling spirit. Restless and n-
excrable, no tear of pity ever bedewed his cheek,
no sigh of compassion ever escaped from his iron
heart. The groans of the dying 1s the only music,
that 1nvites his ear~—streams of human blood are the
cnly objects, that gladden bis vision. No matter
what the subject of his operation, or the field of his
exertion ; wherever his pestilential influence ex.
tends, it paralises and destroys. He is an enemy a-
like to virtue and to vice, und like the ruthless des-
troyer of animated nature, his only element is devas.
tation. He has dethroned Kings, and enslaved re.
publics ; he has changed the opinlons of private life,
and the maxims of State policy ; he has reduced
the venerable institutions of national law, mto a con-
temptible juggle of inoperative words ; he has re.
moved the land-marks of morality, robbed the citi.-
zen of his patriotism, and the christian of his hope,
He has plundered Italy-——subjugated Switzerland—
purchased Germany.~ -paralized Russia—-rumed
Holland—and carried misery, murder, and rebellion
into every section of continental Furope. America,
thouzh separated by an ocean from the turbulent
scenes of the Fastern continent ; though she hasnev-
er been compelled to enter in arms upon the bloody
arena of ILuropean conflicts ; distance has not pro-
tected her from the intrigues of foreign cabinets, neu-
trality has not exempted her from the privations of
war., The vear 03 was the emincus cra when a
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class of men who felt or effected to feel a disaffection
to an Administration, of which the illustricus Wash.
ington was President, first made their appearance
with organised ranks and concerted schemes.—The
opposition to the British treaty, that treaiy, which in
the limlted period of ten years, advanced ihe United
States almost a century in wealth and power, onened
the first scene in the drama of revolution. The
picce has since been hurried on, through all the forms
of tragic plot, till atlength, the awful catastrophe of
our country’sruin, seems past the efforts of human
power to avert. During the administraticn of Mr.
Adams; this opposition was not confined to memo-
rials apgd resolutions—some sterner stuff had entered
into its composition, and had given it the features and
attitude of treason.  An excise on whiskey gave an
add:tional impulse to party feelings, and aided by
the fostering passions of Mr. Gallatin, opposition
grew to rebellion, and caucusses were kindled to
mnsurrection, |

In those days of terror, it was not treason to
express our opinion of men and measures, nor was
Lie pointed to a halter, who did not subszribe to the
creced of the officers and placemen of the day. The
stripes and stars cf Amcrican commerce were flpt.
tering in everv harbour, and our shores were laden
with the preductions of every clime. Our citizens
were protected a Lome, our rights were respected
abroad.

Yet these halcyon days could not satisfy the way -
ward spirit of the times. The disordered optics of
some, magnified a stamp on paper into the mystic
characters of monarchy. An army of 12 thousand
men ; with Washington for its lcader, ordered to
be raised in times of turbulence and twumult, when
i'rench depredations were sweeping our commerce
from the ocean; when our Fiench Ministerhad cor-
Fupted the Secretary of State, and another had de-
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nounced the government with a rebellion of the peas
ple ; .when our courts of law had decided that we
were in a state of actual hostility with France ; such
an army, under such circumstances, was represented
by many as the willing and formidable engine, that
was to bind a nation in.chains. R

An amelioration of:the common law, investing the
citizen with the right to offer the truth in evidence,
whenarraigned for a libel on his rulers, was exclaim-
ed against, as a most outrageous infringement of the
liberty of speech. But ¢ men change with man.
ners, principles with times:”> ‘The accession of Mr.
Jefferson to the Presidential chair, was greeted as an
event auspicious to the future destinies of America.’
His inaugural speech was recei red, as the indubitable
omen of our future prosperity, and his admirers
could only view, with half-closed eyes, the dazzling
perspective of American greatness. 'The odious
distinctions of party were to.be abolished-—the spirit

of war was to be exorcised from the world. Ameri-

ica was to procure justice by her moderation, and
homage by her magnanimity—the people were to
live without labor, and the government subsist with.
out taxes, Commerce was to pursue ‘¢ her march
o’er the mountain wave,” unmolested, at least, by
government restrictions, and we were premised a
system of policy, which should render ¢¢ equal and
exact justice to all nations, entangling alliances with
none.” ‘That these unclouded prospects have not
been realised, past events, and the present deplorable
situation of our ccuntry, afford a melancholy confr-
mation. No sooner had Mr. Jefferson received the
seals of office, than he adopted a system of political
proscription, that may challenge a comparison with
the most profligate exercise of party virulence. In-
tegrity and talents  seemed ouly to invite persecu-
tion—attk many were displaced fromi office, whose
locks weteé hoary with state experience, whose bod-
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ies were covered with the scars of revolutionary
service,

Whether the hostility, that has so long prevailed
against American commerce originated in the no-
tiony of Virgirian planters, or in a borrowed zeal m
administration, for the fieedom of .the seas, it is not
at this time material to inquire—that commerce ex-
pired inthe hands of a republican administration,
an impoverished seaboard, a* suffering country can
tell. It is, however, a memorable fact, that in the
message recommending the first embargo, no men-
tion was made of the orders incouncil. So soon
as their exjstence wasknown, they were pressed 1nto
the service of administration, to swell the number of
its fictit ious catses.

We are not assembled, my fellow-citizens, to be.
come the apologists of British wrongs. “That these
orders are -incompatible with ' the neutral rights of
America, is an unquestionable fact. It is equally
true that they were issued subsequent to the Berlin
and Milan decrees, and that the Prince Regent has
officially declared, that they shall cease to operate, sc
soon as the edicts of France shall be uhconditionally

repealed. 1
. That the Berlin and Milan decrees are not repeal-
ed, is a fact tgo notorjous for the most zcalous parti-
zan of France to deny. But admitung, that they
have been rescinded, admitting that the whole mass
of evidence which confirms their cutrageous opera-
tion is nothing but a federal fabrication; canyou
find in the list of British wrongs, one so wantonly
oppressive, so flagrantly unjust, as the Rambouillet
<lecree ? In the language of Mr. Monroe; it was ‘“ a
most unjustifiable aggression on the rights of the U.
.pitcd States, and invasion of the property of her cite~
1zens.” By this decreg, not less than thirty millions
of American property have been confiscated to thé
usc of the imperial trcasu;;y. Yet in the detail of
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injuries which the Wnited States Rave suffered frodi -
‘foreign injustice, no mention is made in Congress of
the Rambouillei decree.  When French aggression
is the theme} no resentments are kindied into re-
‘proach——no war is talked of, for the vindication of
‘violated rights—complaint is softened . to apology
==and murmer Is hushed to silence. '
 Could we retrace the progress of time, and place
‘ourselves in the niemorable year 98, and view as in
some prophetic dream the present melancholly situ.
ation of our country, we should call the vision, the
wild workings of a diserdered itnaginatian, and shud-
‘der at the picture which secrecy had sketched.—
Had the patriots of that proud period been told, that
in fourteen years, the friends and companions of
“Washington would not be'found ia the national
councils, that our treasury would be exhausted, our
‘comrherce annihilated, a war with England declared,
and an alliance with France inevitable; he who
should have ventured a prediction of the fearful pros-
"peet, would have lost his character for rea<on, and
" secured himself a residence in a Aospital’ for the in-
sane. But, nlas! the fulfiliment of the prophecy,
could now furnish an evidence of his sanity, and a
“credential for his manumission.

America is already unloosed from her peaceful
moorings, and a war of uncertain diiration and doubt-
ful issue, opensa prospect, so dark and dreary, that
“through its fearful blackness, no eye can discover a

haven’of safety, no prophetic finger can point to a
refyge from the ¢ desolation of the storm.” The
- rocking of the billows will only convince us that we
dre tossed on a tempestuous seg, and the lightning
-of artillery will only expose the forlorness of our situ-
-ation, as its commotions gleam on the desolate
course. ‘There arc many.:among us who look with
complacency on the scenes that are opening, and af-
fect to believe, that the march of our disciplined and
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iavincible regulars, will be only a military pastime,
as they pursue their unmolested journey into the in.
terior of Canada. The Indianis to retreat in dis-
may tathe western forests ; the oppressed Canadian
is to greet them with acclamations of gratitude, 4s
they pass his cottage ; and the magistrates of Que-
Lec are to await, with unclosed gates, the arrival of
their deliverers from British tyranny.
~ Notwithstanding these sanguine ¢ Xpectatidns, the
route of our armies may not be a path of roses,- ~the
vlace of their destination may npt be a garden of
bloodless laurcls., The people of Canada, as well as
the exclusive patriots of our own country, claim
the merit of some little attachment to the govern-
ment which guarantees the protection of their lives
and libertv. If, like us, they have not had the pow-
er, the virtue,or the firmness, to separate themselves
irom the British empire ; they have not, like the U-
nited States, groaned under the tyranny of the con-
tinental system, nor have the venal and unprincipled
pimps of the custom house been retained by their
rulers, to hunt down the traveller, or break open his
dwelling for plunder. | .
Patricttsm is a plant of spontaneous growth. It
vegetates as richly in the frozen regions of the north,
as 1n countries, tha® embrace a more genial climate,
The poor Canadian feels its influence as warmly, as
the slave-scourging demagogues in the southern
States. The pride of country, the odium of cow-
ardice, and the shame of defeat, will not permit him
to slumber in his cabin, when the tocsin of invasion is
sounded on his borders. It is not for us to deceive
ourselves by the facility of anticipated victorics, nor
sufler curselves to be aisheartened by detailing ob-
stacles of fictitious magnitude ; but if invading
troops shall pass the frontiers of Canada, the bload
of their fellows may serve as a beacon to guide the

vengeance of the pursuing savage ; and if they cross
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tife trenchas or scale the walls of Quebec, it may be
on a bridge of dead and dying besiegers.

QOur defenceless seaboard and our western front.
ier will experience early and disastrous effects of the
wicked policy of administration.  Insix weeks af-
ter the decldration of war shall have reached the
Court of St. James, the floating castles of Britain
will shake our coasts with the thunder of their can-
noa, and afford us an evidence of the ravages of war,
in the smoaking ruins of every sea.port from Nova-
Scotia to the mouth of the Mississippi.

Indian resentment will not slumber, Indian feroc-
ity will not be passive, amid this scene of devastation
and ruin, The tomahawk and scalping knife will
be incessantly employed in the work of assassination,
arnd 2 thousand bodics of the victims to savage cru. -
city, shall float down the streams of the Qhio and
the Wabash. Could they find their way to the wae
ters of the Potomac and carry to the city of Wash-
ington the ghastly evidence,that America was blesd-
ing, and the wishes of Fregchmen gratified, it might
stay the tide of. corruption, and yet save the coun-
try from the chains of Bonaparte.

But desolated coasts, ravaged frontiers,'and bleed-
ing armies, dwindle into the character of ordinary
calamities, before the silent—the portentous gloom
of French Alliance. Before that sicknirg pros-
pect humanity droops and hope expires—America
should recede from the fraternizing treaties of
France, as an impenitent and dying criminal would
shrink from the chill embrace of the grisly messen.
ger of death. ‘ |
~ If therels yet a passion-blinded partisan whe de.
nies, that an alliance with France wouia amaihilate
the liberties of the United States, let him read, with
emotions of sympathetic horror and ominous dread,
the history of modern Spain. The conduet of
France in relation to the court and people of Spain
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outvies every instance of private treachérpeeevery.
example of perfidious policy~and that man; who
boasts the privileges of a freeman, and does not ac-
vord his sympathy to the suffering and’ strugpling
Snania-d, richly deserves ‘a Bastile for his abode.

Spain had long been the obsequious ally of France
-—her trcops had bled in the ranks, her treasures had
supplied the armies of Napoleon.. The mines of
Potosi surrendered their gold to the claims of the
Imperial finances ; and In the memorable battle of
Trafalgar Spaniards and Frenchmen fought and felj
in concert—~French and Spanish fleets were shatter-
ed and sunk together., Yet this subserviency was
insufficient to satisfy.the rapacious ambition of Bo-
naparte, He sent his emmissaries to Madrid and
corrupted a party to his interest; he decoyed -their
rightful sovereign to Bayonne and immersed him i
a dungeon—=he extended his withering arm, and
bad his conscripts, co, and, like the locusts of
Egypt, they carried havoc and waste through the
ferule ficlds of the peninsula.  But God be praised,
the ravages of these canribals have once been check-
ed. ‘The glory has been reserved for Spain, a peo.
- ple sluggish and supine, who have for centuries tak.
en no eficacious part in the politics of Europe, but
in subserviency to foreign cabinets, to oppose the
first dyke to the billows of French invasion.

"The tempest that lowers in the north has suffered
the peninsula to respire from her struggles, and en-
couraged new hopes for the emancipation of the
Continent. Russia may yet succeed in paralising
the tremendous power of France. Mer nobility re-
tain the proud spirit and the martial ardour of feudal
times. Her serfs are numerous, loyal and brave—
just in that middle state between barbarism and civil-
ization, which furnishes the fcarless and desperate
soldier.  In all her campaigns, Russia has acted a
braye and brilliant part ; though the jealousies that
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ever prevall 1n coalitions have soiled her efforts, —
But Russia, invaded, will be harrassed by no clash-
ing interests. N contest for a division of the spoil
wili divide her councils and disconcert her schemes.

Their domestic. altars will invigorate the spirit of her
people; his diadem will animate the exertions of her
youthful sovereign,
" With- such feelings to impel him, and such means
to annoy, Alaxander may yet ¢ tear the laurels from
Luxembourgh’s brows.” But victory has so long at- -
tended the standard of France ; the hopes of human.
ity have been so cften defeated by the ewsl destimes of
ap hour, that we can but cautiously indulge the ex.
pectation of an event, of such momentous interest to
the civilized world. . .

- Whatever may be the event of European contests,
it now becomes our duty to unite oyr exertions, in
bringing the war with Great Britain to a speedy and
honarable conclusion, . But the: way-ward policy of
administration, have reduced the United States o
ppen hostilities with the brave and magnanimous
ptople wiio have so long ceatended for the liberties
of ‘tlrope—-uthat people who have so long, Si“ﬁgb'-
and alone, withstood *‘ the destinies of a'couflict
with a world in arms,” we pledge ourselves that we
will never submit to the damning consequences cf
¥rench alliance—we solemnly swear, and call up-
on the sainted shade of W’asgington to record the
cath, that the last Roepublic on earth, shall never
be drained of her sons, to bleed in the ranks of the
¥rench conscription, '

—
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