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The Caufcs snd Remedies of National Divifions.

=

R A S s
Gofpel according to St. Mark, 3d Chapter 24 verle.

And if a Kingdom be divided againft itfelf That
Kingdom cannot Stand.

AL L the precepts and maxims of our di-
vine Mafter were drawn from two infallible

fources of truth, nature and experience. This
made him, fpeak as one having authority. This
made his 'vords fall with fuch irrefiltable force,
upun the veteran foldiers, who went to arreft
him ; and extorted from them this declaration,
““ Never man fpake like this man.”

This made the hearts of the two difciples burn
within them, when he explained the prophecies
concerning himfelf :~~And this enabled him to
confound his adver{aries, who ftrove to intangle
him with infidious queftions, in regard to do.
meltic, political or eternal concerns.

The particular occafion, of our Saviour’s
uttering the maxims in the text, was a blafphe.
mous charge brought againft him, by the fcribes
and phari.ecs. They.aflerted, that he caft outdeviis,

by
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¢ by beelzebub the priice of devils.”® ¢ And he
called them unro him,” to thow them that he
needed no witnefs to refute their charge——hat
it refuted irfeif-—and faid ¢ How can fatan cait out
fatar:?”’ In the very nature of things, it is impoflic
ble.—Your own experience, and the experience
cf all 2ges, bear teltimony to the fame truth.

‘*“ And if 2 kingdom be divided againft itfelf,
that kingdomr canuot {tand.”

It is propofed, by divine afliftance, to attend to
the fubjclt in the following manner.

I. Confider what is meant, bya kingdom’s be-
.ing divided againft it{elf.

1I. Attempt to difcover fome of the caufes of
pational divifions.

. TI1. Point out the means beft adapted to pre-
vent, and heul thote cwvifioas.

IV. Show that the deﬂru&xon of fuch a naﬂon
‘18 inevitable.

I. T'am to confider what is meant, by a king-
dom’s being dividcd againft itfelf. It is this—For
the fubjells to have two feparate interefts in view,
‘pne diametrically oppofite to the other :—For

‘one party to arm itfell with weapoas or
opiniors, in order to fubvert the eftablifhed
compatt of the nation; to bring into contempt

the legltimate rulers of the land ; and by faile.
hood,
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hood, mxfreprefemanon and calumny, excite the
hatred of the people, againft the wifeft and beft
meafures, for the promotion of public good.
The fituation offuch a nation, is emphaticatly
that, of being divide! agamﬁ itfelf,

That all might clearly comprehend what 3
meant, by a kingdom’s being divided againft it-
felf: Chrift. mentione a houfe thus divided.
Wten the heads of a family contend with each
other—one enlifts the children and fervants, and
endeavorsto deiiroy the refpectability and autho.
‘rity of the other; this is a divifion of 2 family
agamft itfelf. A family or ciry divided againft
itfelf, is a miniature of a kingdom in the fame
fituation.

For a kingdom to be thus fevered, is for one
party to declare war  againft the common and
‘Ueft intereft of the naticn—refolving to d
li;x all the ancient landmarks of the 'kingdoma-—e
And whether this is attempted by arms, or intrea.
gue, it does not deftroy the reality of lhe
divifion. :

II. 1 was to attempt to difcover the caufe. of
national divifions. Thcre are fome real caufes
of divifion, and others are merely pretended
ones.

First, the real caufe is the reftlefs ambition,
of unprir-ipled and wicked men.

AN



All the fedition. which has exifted, under well
regulated governments, has heen excited by men
of this defcription.

A ftorm muft be raifed by them, that they
may plunder the honors, and fatten upon the
fpoils of government.

They afpire after thofe honors, to which their
merit gives them no claim, and pant after the
emoluments of office, that they may live in afe
fluence, and riot in luxury.

If: wa recur for information, on this point, te
the moflt ancient and moft authentic hiftory,
which has ever beea. writtern, we f(hail find fub-
gamial evidence to eftablith the pclition laid

OWN.

Mofes and Aaron. were appoirted, by the
Supreme Governor- of the World, to execute
the laws given to the childrea of !rael. 1he
credendials of their appointment were fo plain,
that infide/ity could not deny them, until it wasg
hardened, and become ripe for ruin.

But there were men, among this favored peo-
ple, ambitious, unprincipled and wicked en-
eugh, to rebel againit the goverument of God,
which was adminiftered, by thele pious and up-
gight men.

Korah, Dathan and Abiram. with two hua-

dred and fifty princes of the affembly, famous li)n
the
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tiie cohgregation, men of renown, gathered
themfelves itogether, agsinft Mofes and againit
Aacon 3 and they uttered many heavy charges
againlt them — ¢ That they took too much uvp.
on themn— Lifted themfelves abcve the congre.
gation of the Lord=—that Mofes defigned to efta.
blith an heredit4ry monarchy-=that he kcpt back
from the people, thofe things, upon which they
had an undoubted right to judge.— ¢ Wilt thou
put out the eycs of this people?” By looking at
the hittory ot Mofe’s life, you will fec, that every
charge they uttered was unfounded calumny.

The impicus charaéters of the leaders in this
faltion, are torcibly expreflcd by Mofes, when
he cails them *¢ Sinaers againft their own fouls,”
or ihe moft impious and unreafouable (inners.

From the hiitory of David’s reign, we fhall
find, that fedition was excited by charallers of
the fame delcription, as in the time of Mofes.

Abfalom, a profligatefon of David, entered into
a confpiracy, not sniy againflt the government,
but againft the life of bis excellent father. He
fhowed his defizn, by exhibiting the pomp of a
Sovercign prince and condulted as though he
had bees ieyaliy introduced. tothe chief magiftracy
cf lfra=l. 1tle preg-red him chariots and horfzs,
ad fifty men to run ' fo:2 him.

Thus being deftitute of any moral principles—
filled with a wicked ambition, aad with the hopes
of



of {clf agrandizement,—he excited a relLcllion
azainft the excellent adminiftration of the man
after God’s own heart.  Ahithophel, as wick ed
and unprincipled as Abfalom, was another leader
in this fa&ion.

I thall produce but one more example fHom
facred hiftory, to fhow what has been the real
caufe of the divifion of kingdoms.

When Rehoboam fucceeded to the kingdom
of his lather, Jeroboam immediately pu: him-
felf at the head of a fadtion. His real otjct and
charater mutt be perfectly known, by coufider-
ing what he faid and did. He r-j=cted the true
God, and made public profcflivn of idolatry.  He
caft out the minifters of Jchovah, and made him
prielts of the lowelt of the people. He impi.
oufly ordained fealis, to wean the people from
the worfhip of God at jerufalem ; and not only
committed the moft abominable wickednefs him.
felf, but he had a peculiar pleafure in the fociety
of blafphemers. Hisname i« handed down to us
with indeiible marks of infamy.— ¢ Jeroboam
the fon of N:bat who muade Ifrael to an.”
His fir nain: is—who made ifrael io fin.

To make it clear beyond a deubt, that thereal
caule of the divifion of nations, is to be found
in the ambiton of unprincipled and atheiftical
men ; I weuld refer you to the confpiracy for.
med againit the government of Iraly under the
Confulthip of Marcus Tully Cicero. Rome gas

tien
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then a happy republic. But fhe had a Cataiine
within her walls, whofe anibition and vices could
not endure, tha. virtuous and nonelt men fhu id
wicld the helm of government * ‘ihe 1gh Roue
was an Idolatrous city, yer Cataline’s impiety
could not fuficr the ~xiltence of any religion.

He ttruck at the exiftence of any God, and
reflolved to deftroy the temples dedicated to their
worfhip.

Such was the man, and fuch were his accom.
plices, who attempted to deftrcy the Roman Re-
public. The caufe of their confpiracy is plain.

They hoped to turuit themfelves into places of
honor and prafit. They withed to wipe away
their infamy-by ellablithing iniquity by law—and
cheat or deftroy their creditors.

As it is of high impertance to difcover the real
caufe of divilions, in well regulated govern.-
ments : Let me aftk you to reflet, on what hos
taken place in France, for a nuinber of years

pait.

It was the impions Voltair, who laid e foune
dation of thote deftructive divifiors, by being the
patron of every vice. Diderot and I Arerubert
fomented the divifions. Tney were made to
burlt into a flame by Roublpere, Marat, Pane, and

cther

® See the deferipticn of I's claraler by the Ra-
man Orator,
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other blafphemers. And Boneparte is colie&ting
the fcattered brands, which remain unconfumed,
and is rapidly committing them to the flames.
\We fec united in the charatters of thefe men,
1he impious calumny of Korah, the intreaguing
deceit of Abfalom, the wicked blafphemy of Je.
ropoam, and the murderous debauchery of Cati.
line.

3 hat the nation, in which we live, is éivided
againtt itfel, no one can deny. My native pride
(perhaps it is too great) forbids my tracing the
real caufe of this divifion. This I will fay—that
¢xaltly fimilar effels flow from exaétly fumilar
caufes in all nations, and in all ages of the world.
But I haften fecondly to fhow thepretended cau:
{ts of divifions in well regulated gowernments.

We have one of thefe cieatly ftated in the 16th
Chiapter of Numbers at the 3d verfe. |

*“ And they gathered themfelves together
againit Dofes and againft Aaron, and faid unto
thery, ye tele too much sfon you feeing all the
congregaticn zre holy. every one cf them, and
the Lerd is amongf them : Wherefore then lift
you up yourfelves, above the congregation of
the Lord ¢

Here we {ce the true principles of modern li
berty and equality mofl forcibly exprefled.
‘“ Alithe people are as fit to manage the affairs
of ftatz a: you, and you tyranife over them,

as
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asif they were flaves : you take too much vpon
vou-—are too imperious, too haughty—fet your-
fclves above them, while you are their fervants,
and ougbt to condefcend to the moft unlimited
familiarity with the loweft of the people.”” This
had a powerful tendency to kindle the pride, of
the moit weiihlefs in Korah’s company, and 1i-
veted their oppofiticn to the adminiftration of
Mlofes.

Abfalom pretended the f{ame reafons, that
Korah did, forexciting & rebellion in his fathers
government. Hear what is faid in facred writ
1l Samuel 15th Chapter. ¢ And Abfalom rofe
up carly, and {tood befide the way of the gate :
and it was fo, that when any man that had a
controver{ly, came to the king for judgment,
then Abfalom calied unto him, and faid, of
what city art thou ? and he faid thy fervant is
of one of the tribes of lfrael And Abfalom faid
unto him, fee thy matters are goed and right,
but there is no man deputed of the king to bear
thee. Abfalom faid moreover, Oh. that I were
madc¢ judge in the land, that every man which
hath any fuit or caufe, might ccme unto me and
I would do him juftice.”

The idea conveyed is plainly this, that his fa.
ther neglected the beft interelts of the people—
that he was guilty of tyranny and injullice,
which be would retify if they would muke him
king. His after condut fhowed Lis abhorrence

of
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of ins father for fecting himfelf fo much o e
the pecple.  ¢* And it was fo, that when any uica
came to do him cbeifance, he put forth his hand
aud took him—and kiffed him. And on this
maaner did Abialom to all Ifracl, that came to
the king for judzment :—S8o Abfalom ftole the
hearts ¢t the men of lrael.

This mellifluent lan:ruage, flowing from the
lips of this E:anafome youwth, kindied a flume in
the kingdom of Jfrael, which nearly corfumed
atonce the threnc and the altar. He pretended,
that he could make the kingdom much more
happy and flourifhing, thaa it was under the wife
adminiftration of his father.

This pretention had the defired effedt, upon
the uninfi rined, the difaffected, and ucprincipled
among the people.

There were the fame pretended reafons, for
exciting divifions, in the kingdom of France.

The moft crediole biftorians reprefent their
Monaich, as being a moft humane and benevo-
lent father to hisfubjetls. —That there was not
theleaft tin@ure of tyranny in his nature, nor in
his adminiftratiou.

But the impious fons of fedition raifed the cry
of tyranny and: opprefli~n. agaioft the kindeft
Father. 'The ignorant muititude f(wallowed the
falthood: and the learned wfidels belicved the lie,

againft



againft their own reafon and conf icnce. A
dreadind divillen enfuzd, which has co:i the lives
of 'uillicns, and fpilt the beit blood of the
rat.uil,

Anciher pretended caale for exciting divifi.
cn, aird a mo.b powerful engine to work upon
the hea:ts of covetous and le!h men, 1s Uie
turdens laid upoen ti-e fuvjedls, to defray the ex-
pences of government.

This was one argument made ufe of by Korah
and his company, to kindle the tefentmeunt of the
people againit Mofes and Aaron,

«“ Wilt thou put out the eyes of thefe men?
Ye take too much upon you—and lift yourfclves
above the cong regatign.”’  Your f{alaries are too
high, we wili furve the pecple with little or no
teward befides the praife of doing better than
you.

That this was what they infinuated, is put be-
yond a doubt, when we confider the.reply, which
Moles made. -

““ T have not taken an afs from them, neither
havel hurt ore of them.” This demonliirates,
that one charge alledged again{t Molcs, by thele
impious rebels, was his Lnrea&mabiy taxing the
people. And this furely was one of the priuci-
pal weapens ufed by Jeroboam to fever the king-

doms

B
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dom of Ifrael.—He with the leaders of the fadti.
on fpake unto Rchoboam, faying ¢ Thy Fa.
ther made our yoke grievous, now therefore
make thou the grievous fervice of thy Father, and
the heavy yoke which he put upon us, lighter,
and we will ferve thee’” We have no account in
hittory of an adminiitration, more happifying and
enriching to the people, than that of Solomon,==
True. his economy did not influence him to de-
{troy whatlittle navy his Father might have left
him ; but he built more fhipping - "And though
it increafed the taxes, it increafed the power of
difcharging them ten fold more. It is faid in
the word of God. ¢ That filver was nothing
accounted of in the days of Solomoa.—For the
king made filver to be in Jerufalem as ftones,
and cedars made he to be as Syromore trees that
are in the vales for abundance.”

The reafon affigred for this plenty of filver is
as follows. ¢¢ For the king had at fea anavy of
Tharfhith with the navy of Hyram. Once in
three years came the navy \,f Tharfkifh, bringing
gold and filver and ivory-”

Notwithilanding this, Jerobvam could tell,
how vaf? the expenfes of government were—
that millions were imbezzled, and ne account
givev of expenditures ; cr thatit was applied to
puspofes hurtful to the nation; as building a
magnificent temple to Jehoveh, building a navy,

aL d the bigh falaries of the officers of govein-
ment.



G

ment. To efelt the divifion, os well as to per.
petuate i, he undoubtedly promifed a cheap
government, if they would adhere to him.

'That ’.e promifed this is fairly deducible from
what he faid 2nd did. This firt object was to
le@ent! ¢ expenits, that arofe from religion.

'The wotthip of the true God muft be preven-
ted, left his fubje€s fhould contrait his wicked
life, with the law of God, and rebel in their turn
again{t him.,

He laid this down as a maxim, that his exif.
tence, as king of Ifrael, depended on his corrupt-
ing the morals of the people.=~¢¢ Whereupon the
king took counfel,”” Ot what charaéter his Coun.
cil was, we may judge from the refult. ¢ And
they made two calves of gold, and faid unto
thew” (to the pecple) ** It is too much for you
ts go up to Jerufalem : Behold thy gods O Ifrael
which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.”
To accommodate the people, he fet one in Dan
and the other in Bethel.

But left the expence to fupport his idolatrous
worthip, thonld be ic great, as to ¢ndanger his
popularity. ¢ He made priefts of the lowelt of
the people,” the mol ignoran: and vile among
them. This would anfwer a double purpofe ip
his government. His fubjctts would be deliver.
ed from the burden of taxes ; and his own con-

{cience
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foience would not be diftuibed, by their found.
L.g an alarm againft vice and impiety.*

II. Urder the third general head we were to

point cut the means belt adapted, to prevent and
hieal thofe divifions.

FIRST, Let us confider the means beflt adap.
ted to prevent divifions.

One very effeCtual preventative is family go.
voriment, At the firt dawn of our rational ex-
i'tcnce, «budience to parental authority muft be
firenucuily inforced. :

Leflons of fubcrdination muft be learned in
chilchood. or the hazard is great, that they will
never be lcsrnt.  The foundation for a quiet
peaceable citizen, muft be laid in early life.

Atfilom «as a favosite child, and an ungovern.
¢d one, as inay be fairly infered, not only frem
His condut. but frem facred hittory [ am
‘aware, that 1 am provirg a {elfevident propofia.
on, when I atizuspt 1o thow, that ungoverned
caildren, wiil mak- fa&ticus members ot fociety.
Early teach then ‘Uhordieaticn to parental laws,
and they wili ra:ery rebel againft civil lans  To
fiil the minds of «hildren, with ther ufetul know.

ledge,

s Any tonguey fellow, though deftitue ot grace, wae
elevated to the facerdotal office. ¢ Whofuever would,
‘Lie conlcrated him, and he became one of the priefts of
slie high places,”
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Jedge, which will enable them to do the common
bufinefs of life accurately, and judge of public
tranfaltion ccrretly, will be another preventa.
tive of divifion.

Teach them the true principles of liberty— that
- liberty cannot exift without laws—and that wife
}aws cannot be made, and executed without exe
pence. It is almoft impoflible, that any perfon
thould be a ta@®ious member of fomety, who has
been properly governed in early life, and whofe
mind has been (tored with that degree of know-
Jedge, which, at the prefent day, 1t is in the pow-
er of every parent to give to his children.

The unprincipied and defigning demagogue,
wili find that [cil unfit for tne feeds of difcord,
which has been well fubdued by parental autho-
rity, and well tocked with ufefu! knowledge.

But another and the moft powerful preventa.
tive of divifion, is religious rnowledge.

Let the heart of a child be eatly embued with
the truths of the gcfpel—let him conitantly be-
hLold exampies of helinefs, and be followed with
picus inftru&tions threugh the perinds of child.
Lo»d and youth, and the diforganizing iufidel,
may attack, in vain, his political or religicus
creed.  He will fpurn at his impicus falfehoods,
and remain firmly attached to found principles of
civil and religious liberty.

The
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The progrefs of divifion and demoralization
muft ftop, where parents faithfuily teach their
children humility and fubordination:  Where
their minds are {tored with ufeful knowledge—
and efpecially where family religion is maintain-
ed—the bible made the conftant rule of hfe, and
the fabbath of the Lord fin&ified, by a pun&ual
atrendance upon a preached gofpel.  From fuch
a ftate or nation the demon of difcord will be
hiflcd with fcorn and contempt.

Thefe I conceive to be the means, belt adapt.
ed to prevent divifions, in weil regulated 3o-
vernments. |

I proceed,

SECONDLY to confider the ..cans beft
adapted to heal divifions, where they exift. Not
a moment of time fhall be fpent, in prefcribing
remedies to heal the Korahs, the Abfaloms, the
Jeroboams, the Catilines, and the Roberipere.
The leaders in thefe divifions baffle the power of
medicine, and are beyond the reach of hope.
‘They may be driven into a voluntary banifhment
by the thundering eloquence of a Cicero; but
to attempt to reclaim them would be the height
of arrogance. Thofe who have been led aﬂray
by deceit and mifreprefentation, dcferve our pity
and compzffion, and there is a poflibility of their
recovery. The means beft adapted to reclaim
fuch are found, difpaflionate reafoning, and a re.
peated difplay of the charalters, and ulumate{ de.

1g0s
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figns of their leaders.—Show them that the felf-
applauder is a deceiver—That he is no better
than Abfalom, who loudly proctaims—* O that
I were made judgein the land.” Repeat it as
a maxim of undonbted truth —that he deferves
no confidence, who is forever declaring, that he

1ll make you as gods, if you will truft hia with
your deareft interefts.

Do any, who profefsto love Jefus, join with
thofe leaders in diviion! To reclaim juch, put
the fimple queftion to them, which Jehu the Seer
did to Jehothaphat.—¢¢ Shouldit thou help the
ungodly, and love them that hate the Lord?”’

But experience muft do the greateft (hare in
healing thofe divifions—and if that fails to effe&
acure:

I muft in the fourth place,

IV. Pronounce the deftrution of fuch a king.
dom inevitable. The feeds of deftruftion are
planted in the vitals of fuch a nation.—Such a
kingdom is like a deranged man, detzrmined up-
on fuicide. When he has defingaged his hands
from the chains, with which nis friends, in com.
paflion bouad him ; thofe hands will be employ:
ed in the alt of fe!f deftru@ion. A n3tion may
be deranged as really, as an individual : And
when they have broken the bouds, by which they
were united together, they will lay violent hands
on their own exiftence. The divifion in the

kingdom
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nepsatuhe, it

kingdom of Ifrael was never healed, and.the ten

tribes have neen fo completely d:ftroyed, that
no traces »f them can be found.” Bat we have
a more receat example to prove, thatinternal die
vifion will u:teriy ruin a nation. Had not the at-
tention oi Izance been called to external enemies,
the work of {clf deftruétion, without doubt,
would have been compicted long before this
day.

It goes on rapidly now, notwithf{tanding their
wars abroad. The filt 'which has preferved
France, is melting away like dew bcfore the fun.
A Pichegrue has already failen a vi@tim to def-

potifm: and a Moreau, the Wathington of
Frame, if alive now, is foon to be. immclated up.
Qn mqfame altar, in that,—*Enlightened Repub-
lic”’ Jealoufy and fear are engraved uponeve-
ry countenance, in that devoted nation : and to
betray each other to death, is the .only way to
have any hope, of living another hour.

Ifyou wifh for ftronger evidence,-of the inevi-
table deltru&ion of fuch a nation, -Hear the words
-of the Son of God.—** And if a kingdom be di-
-vided againft itfelf that kingdom cannot ftand.”

We infer from our fubjett,

That the deftrution of any nation, appfoaches
wich the fame rapidity  that their internal divifi-
onincreafes. This ought to ftrike every Ameri.

.can heart with folemn awe, That we are a divid-
ed
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ed people cannot admit of a doubt. That the
aggredicrs in this divifion will meet with a dread.
ful deftru&ion, if they do itct ruin the whole na-
tion. is certain as holy writ, unlefs this diviion
can be amicably healed.

1=t me then, hazzard a word of advice to all
tho'e, who yet have power to refirain the progrels
of ruin to this country.

Ye who hold the reins of government! Lay
sot violent hands upon that compact of union,
shich for 1weive years, gave am unparalleled de-
gree of prof, erity to our nation,

Let the conteft of opinion be fair and open.

Wait, wait till found reafon and experience
demand the deftrution of our conftitution : and
then the good fenfe of America will effe& it, with
out the «fli‘tance of Jacobinifm, without i1mpious
calumny, without fal{fehood and without the fhed-
ding ot blood.

Permit me to call upon Parents and upon all
thole, who have the care of youth and children,
to reflc & upon the preventatives of divificn held
up, in this difcourfe. We have every weapon

in our hands, fuiied to crufh the monlter, dii-
cord.

The means of infirution, which Conne&icut
bas enjoyed are the only preventatives, under
Providence,

Boe
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Providence, which have faved us, frcm that an-
archy and confufion which have rczgned, in many
cfm,r Sifter Stares. ‘This muft be our political
falvation aud . ur praife.

Be mese diligent in teaching your children
and fervants, fubordination to rea {onable laws.

Teach them felf denyal, to prepare them to
meet difappointments with fortitude and paii-
ence,

Il their minds with that common {cience,
which will tend to make them ufeful and pea-
ceabic citizens.  Our f{trongeft hope that the de-
noucf f2&ion will be banithed from America,
relts upon parental exertion, profpered by a di.
vine blefling. Let no Iufidel preceptor ever take
the charge of your children—he will fecretly poi-
fon the fpring of moral attion.

Early inftru@t them in the religion of Jefus,
and lct your example be a .-: tant leCture upon
the word of God. Teach them to reverence the
fabbath as the Lord’s day, and revive the ancient
cuitom of catechizing them, and of reftraining
them from thofe recreations, which would be in.
nocent upon other days.

¢ Trzin them upin the nurture and admonitioD
of the Lord.—’I'rain up a child in the wayhe
fhovld go, and when he is old he will not depart
from it.”

Bring
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Bring the young Hannibals to thealtar. and
make them lift their little hands, and iwear
eternal enmity to infidelity, atheilm and every
corrupt principle.

Amen & Amen,

PS3



