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The Caufca nnd Remedies of National DivifioDI. 

--~~o .... ·• .... __ ~ __ _ 

Gofpel according to St. Mark, 3d Cbapter 24 yerfe • 

.,.pa if a· ~ingdom be divided againll itfelf That 
Kingdom cannot Stalld. 

ALL the precepts and maxims of our di. 
vIne' MaUer were drawn from two infAllible 
fources of truth, nature and experience. l'hia 
ma~~ him~ fpeak as one having authority. 1~hi. 
made his ~/otds fall with fuch irrefiftable force .. 
upon the veteran (oldiers, who went to arreft 
him ~ and extorted fron) them this declaration, 
" Ntver man fpake like this man." 

This made the hearts of the two difciples burn 
within tllem. when he explained the prophecies 
~on~erniog himfelf :-And this enabled him to 
c,onfoutld his adver!aries, ,,110 ftrove to intaDglc 
~i~ with infidious queR:ions, :0 regard to do
I~fii~, political or eternal concerns. 

The particular occanon, of our Saviour'. 
uttering the maxims in the text, was a blafphe
IUOUS cbarge brotlghr againfl him, by the (cribes 
and ph~ari,.~s. Thcy.afIerlcd, that he caft out d~viis, 
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" (-1y be(:lzeb~b the prince of devils." "And be 
called ttlfm unto hilll," to lhow them that he 
nee~ed nl) wirnehl to refute their cb.arge~hat 
it rt f'.:tld irf~:Jf-an~~ faid '(~ rlow can fatan c4it our 
fatal1 ?" In the ver, nature ·01 tbing~, it is itnpoffi. 
I)le.-Your own experience, and the experience 
{,:f all 2ges, bear tefiimony to the fame truth. 

,C And if a kingdom be divided aga-inft itfelf, 
I hat kingllonl Cantlot fiand.'· 

It t, propofed, by divine affitlance, to attend to 
tile fubjt.ct ill ~lle follo\ving nlanner. · 

II Confider what is meant, bya kingdom's be.. 
# ing d i v ided again {t itfclf. 

11. Attempt to difcover fome of the caufes or 
l!atiunal divi(JUI1S. 

ItI. Paint .ODt the means heR: adapted to pie .. 
velIt, arid heal lh0ie w~vilions. 

IV. 'Show that the deltru6,ion of ruch a ·Dation 
'is inevit'able~ i '" 

I. lam to confider what is meant, by a king
. \lom,~s b.eing divid~d againft itfelf. It is this-.For 
the fubjeCls to h~ve two ftparate interel1:s in view, 
pne diametrically oppofite to the other :--For 

;one part)9 to ar m itfelf with . weapo.1 or 
. ()pilliJns, in order t.o fuhvert the eftablifhed 
compact of the nation, to· bring i11tO contl~Pt 
the legitimate rultra of lb. ',Ild i and by falfe
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bood, mifreprefen(ation and calumny, excite the 
~batred of the' people, againfl tb~ ,wifeft: and bell 
meafures, for the promotion"of public good. 
The fituatio~ _offuch a natio~,. is emphatically 
th~t, of being divide~ againft it[c;lf. . I 

"fhat all might clearly comprehend what: it 
.meant, by a kingdo£ll'S being divided againfi it
felf; Cnrift. nlentiont a houf(! thus divided. 
'Vt--.en the heads of a" fdmilycont~nd. with ea(:~ 
other-one enlifis th'e cllildren aPd fer {ants, ani 
endeavor~ to deitroy the rc(petlahility and au\ho~ 
·'llty of the other; this is a divifion of ~ family 
agairlft Itfelf. A family or cirydivided agdinft 
itfelf) is a miniattlre of a ,kingdom in the fame 
£tuation. ' 

For a kingdom to be thus fevered, is for one 
party to declare war' againfl: the common .nd 
·\jell: intereft of the nation-refol'ling to dccpo. 
li(!} all the ancient landmarks of the . kingdom ..... 
And whether this is attempted by arms. or intrea
gue, it does (lot deftroy the reality .of tbe 
divifion. I ". ~. • 

II. I "pas to attempt ,to difcover tbe·, (lUre. of 
national divifions. rl'hcre are rome real. ca,afe. 
of divifion, and others are merely prete~e~ 
ones. 

FI R ST, the real caufe is the reClltfs ambition» 
~ unprir~ipled an~ wicked men. 



All the fedi~ioB .. \\'hit.:h has exified,. upder well 
r.e8ula~ed governm~nt&, has been exci~ed by men 
~f this defcriptiop. 

A fiorm mull: be raifed by them, that- they 
may plunder the honors, arid fatten upon the 
(poil., of government, 

They afpire after thore honors, to which their 
merit. gives tllem no claim, and pant after the 
emoluments. of office, that they may live in af. 
ftu,enceJ and riot in luxury. 

If- w,~ recur- for information, on this point, to 
IDe· moft~ ancient and mofl authentic hiflory., 
which. bas ever b~ea. written, we fbail find f!lD
ftantial evidence to efiablifh the pcfltioQ laid 
do\\·n. 

More.- al1d Aaron. were appointed, by; thp 
Supreme Governor.- of the Wor l.t!, to Utecutc 
the· laws given to the children of Ifrael. l.htt 
credentials of thei, appointmtnt \\'ele f() plajn, 
that inji4elily. could ~O, deny them. until it. ~¥ 
hardened, alld beconlC ripe fJr tuill. 

But· there were meR, anloD~ this. favored peo. 
pie, ambitious, ~nprillcipled and wick.C"d --.. en· 
f)uglt. to rebel a~alntt {he goveruolen:t of t:J()d, 
which was adminin~red, by th~fe pious and up
a:ig~t m~n, 

Korah, Dathan and. Ahiramo with two hu',,
dre.d and fifty princes of the affembly. fanlous in 
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t~\e congregation, men of renown, gathered 
themfelves iogether, againrt MoCes and agaioll 
Aaron; and they uttered many heavy charges 
againll [hen} - " That they took too much up
on thein-Lifted themfelve~ abrve the congre
gatioll of the L~ord-that l\lofes defigned to efta
blifh an hp.redit.-try monarchy--that he k~pt back 
fro[n the penple, thofe things, upon which they 
had an undoubted right to judge.- "Wilt thou 
pu~ out the eyt;s of this people?" B'1 looking at 
tbe hiitory of Moft!'s lIfe, you will fe~t that every 
Charge th~y uttered ~las ullfounded caiumny. 

rrhe inlpiC'us characters of the leaders in tbi. 
faaioq, are torcibly expreift,d by Mofes, w-h_ 
be calls them ,,' Si.Joers againfl their o\Vn fouls,'· 
or the alofi inlpious and unreafonable Croner •• 

Fr,]m the hillory of David's reign, we filall 
find, that [edition was excitc:d by cbaraClers Of 
the ["me defcription, as in thf; tinle of Mofea. 

Abfalom, a profl;gate fon of David, entered into 
~ con~piracy, not ~niy againfl: the government, 
hut acrainfl: the life of his excellent father.. He . -
fhoweJ his dt~fi~n, by e:xhibiting the pump of a 
S(lv~rt!ign prince and condllfieJ as though Jle 
had beef. ~~~a'iy in.froductd .. tothechiefmagifiracy 
cf IfT"a~l. 1 Ie ptep~rerl him chariots and horf~. 
a ~ -; d fi f t y m to; 11 [ 0 r u ~ ~, ~ for chi n1. 

Thus beillg deflitute of any moral principler
filled with a \'licked ambition, asd with the hopes 

of 



of ftlf agt"ndizement,-11~ excited a re'l,cllion 
againft the excellent adlninjaration of the man 
after God's ()wn heart. Ahithophel, as wick ed 
and unprirlcipied as Abfalom, was another leader 
in tlli:; fatlioll. 

I {hall produce but one more example f.om 
facTed hillory, to flluW what has been tbe real 
caufe of the divifion of kingdoms.· 

'Vhen Rehol)oam fucceeded to the kingdotll 
of his rather, Jer()bOanl jllilnediately pu: him
felf at .the head of a faC1ioll. Iiis real otj~a and 
character muit be perft:!c1ly known, by coufider:' 
jilg what he raid 2nd {lid. lIe r~j~(ted the true 
God, and made public prof~ffidn of i.Jo)atry. He 
aft out the minifters of Jehovah, and Ul;1de him 
prieft.s of the iowefl of the people. He impi
oully ordained fealls; [0 wean the people from 
theworfll1p ()fGoc) at Jcrtlfatcm ; and not only 
contmitte·J the tllofl abdm ~nable wickednefs him
felf; but he had a peculiar pleafure in the fociety 
of blafpht!ll1ers. His nalne i~ handed down to us 
with indeiible .narks of iufdmy.- " Jeroboam 
the fon of Nj!bat \.\'-ho made Ifrael to un." 
His fir naln~ is-\vho llladc Ifrael to fin. 

To make it clear beyond a doubt, that the real 
eaufe of the divifion of nation~, is to be found 
in the ambition of unprillcipled and atheiflical 
men; I would refer you to the conrpiracy for. 
med againtt the gO'lernment of Italy under the 
Confulfhip of Marcus 1'ully Cicero.. Rome wac 

then 
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the1f1 a happy republic. But [he had a Cataiine 
within her walls, \\ hoie :lnlbition and vices could 
not endure .. t ha~ vir tuous and honefi men {hut:d 
,.,i..:ld tIlt ht: J III of govern!11elit ~ 'j-h( 19h ROAl.le 

\I.'~S atl idol atrous city. let Cataline; '-, IIDpiety 
could not fufl~t the "'xi{tence of any religion. 

He ttruck at the e:~i{1ence of any God, and 
refolved to dejJroy the trmp/es dedicated to their 
worlhip. 

Such was ttle man, apd fuch were his accom .. 
plices, who attempted to defiroy the Roman Re ~ 
public. The caufe of their (;ollfpiracy is plain. 

They hoped to t:1TU£l: thelllfelves into places of 
honor and· 'prqfir. 'I"hey "'ifhed to wirJe away 
their infaml-by eflabli{hing iniquity by law-arid 
cheat or defiroy t~eir creditors. 

As it is of high importaIlce to difcover the rtal 
caufe of diviiions, in well reg ulated govern
nJents: Let nle alk you to r~ilecl~ on what Il"S 
taken place in France, fJr a nUinuer of year~ 
pan. 

I twas t be i 01 J' i 0..\1 S V c) 1 t air, \\" h (' 1 aid t ~ 1 e f 0 t1 n ., 
dation of thole (tefiru\:tlve ui\'i.fiot,S, l)y bein~ the 
patron of every vice. DideT()t (JIJd I)' AlerU0(:;-t 
fomented tbe divili')n~. l"oey were J11ade !c
burft into a !lanlt by Rubrperc, lYlarat, Pall::, and 

other 
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otller blarphemers. And Bantparte is colleB:ing 
(he fC:ittered brands, Wllich remain unconfumed, 
;,nd is rapidly committing Iheln to the flames. 
,\Ve fee united in the charattcrs of there men, 
the ilnpious calumny of Korah, tIle iotreaguing 
tif.ceit of Abfafom, the wicked bllfphemy of Je
roboam, and the murderous debaucllery of Cati. 
l:nce 

#1'~:3t the nation, in which we liY.e, is ·t!ividecl 
againtl itfclf, no one can deny. ~ly native pride 
(perhaps it is too great)' forbids my tracing the 
real caufe of this divifion. This I will fay-that 
fxaClly fimilar f1fc:fls flow irom exaltly filnilar 
caufts in all natioI11, and in all ages of the world. 
But I haften feco:1dly to ibQw th4.~4ndtd cau
if.~ of divifions in well reguJated g~1JefDments. 

\Ve 11ave one ofthefecleatly R:ated in the 16th 
CI!Clp:t:f of N umbers at the 3-d verfe. 

~, And they gathered themfelves fogether 
"g,,~nll ~IQfes and agaillrt Aaron, and raid unto 
tht fll, lC r:la.~ too much upon you feeing all th~ 
cOIl~Tegation are holy. e,·ery one cf them, . and 
tl~c Lcrd is 21uong£l them: Wherefore then lift 
} CU tip yOU! felves, abov~ the congregation of 
the Lurd ? 

IIere w ~ fee r l~e true pt inciples of modern Ii. 
berty and equality mofi forcibly fspnft'ed. 
&, Ali tl·e prople are as fit to manage the alTair. 
of flat: as you, and you tyranife ofer them, 
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~s if tlley 'were naves: you take too much upon 
you-- are too i01perious, too, haughty-iet your
ftJves above t!len), while you are their fervants, 
~nd ought to condefcend to the tllOfi: unlinlittd 
fainiliariry \\' i t b the lowen of the people." 1'his 
had a po\verfu} tendency to kindle the pride, of 
the 1110it Yie; lhlefs in Karah's cOlnpany, and ri~ 
veted their oppofition to the adlniniflratioll of 
l\.rof~~. 

flbfatom pretended the fanle rcafons, tllat 
K.orah did, for exciting Q rebellion ill his fathers 
government.· Hear \\lhat is faid in facred writ 
11 Samuel 15th Chapter. "And Abfalom rofe 
up early, and flood befide the way of the gate: 
and it was fo, that when any man t ha t had a 
COlltroverfy, came to the king for judgment, 
tht~n AbfaIom calied unto him, and [aid, of 
what city drt thou? and he faid thy fervant is 
of one of the tribes of Ifrael And A bfaJom faid 
unto him, fee thy Dlatters are gocd alld right. 
but there is no nlan dtputed of tbe king to hear 
thee. Abfalonl (aid moreover, Oh, that I were 
made judge in the land, that evety man v.'llich 
hath any fuit or caufe. might come unto me and 
J would do him jufiice." 

The idea conveyed is plainly this, that his fa
ther neglected the beft interells of the people
that he ,vas guilty of tyran:lY and injufi.ice, 
whicCl he would reCtify if they would m~ke him 
king. His after conduct {bowed Lis abhorrence 

of 
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of tlL; fathet' for fc(ting hinlfflf fo nlUC[l ~1i~ ':' ~ 
ttlt people. '~And it ~'as fo, [hat when any L.laLl 

came t() do llim obeifaqcc, he put forth his hand 
and t(10k him -and k.iffed him. And on [his 
nlanner did l\bLlfom to all Ifra~l, that came to 
the king for jll.j~~111ent :-80 AbfalOIll ttole the 
hearts cf tht Incn of Ifrael. 

Th is me II ill u e n t Ian ~~tlJge.. fl o~1in g ft onl trle 
lips of thi~ t~apcifotne you~h~ kindled a tl'1(ne in 
the kingdo111 of lfrael, whicll IJearly copfun)ed 
at once the thrflnc and the altar. He pretended, .. 

~hat he c()uld Illake the kingdom much nlore 
happy alld ft.Jurifhing, than it was under tbe \life 
adminiftration of bis father .• 

This preteDtion h2d the deured effeCt, upon 
the unillfl -rlned, the difaffeCled, and unprif1cipl~d 
~mong the: people. 

There were the fame pretended reafons, fur 
excitit.g d'ivitions, in the kingdool of France. 

The Dlo(l cr,eQ101e biCtoJ i2nc; reprefent their 
Monarch, as being a moft htl(j~aue and benevo
lent father to his fUbjecls.-1'hat ~llcre ~as not 
the lean tinBure uf tyranllY in his I~ature, uO.r in 
his ad min itt ratio!!. 

But the impiou9 rons i,l feditlon raift!d the cry 
of t.yranI1Y and: oppr~fii·.~u. agaiofl the kindefi: 
Fa-ther. rl'he ignorant n) ~It;t.ud\! fwallo\\'ed the 
fal!hood-. -and lbc learned infid~ls beti~v.td tbt lie, 

againR 
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agai"1ft their .own rea.fon and conf··ience. A 
drt.Jadi"ul Ji\'ill~)n enfuc-d, wtlich has CQiL. tflt lives 
of ' u i) li0ns, and fpi! t tile! bt;. t L lood vf t ~.e 
fr" at -I"'} '-6 ~ .. , ... i .. 

An C l11et pre~ended c~'_l[e ft)r exc it i n~ (: ivi fi. 
~ , [ I· 1 C!l, a,~u a ~ll:~; .. t OJ\\,l:'T U tll.:!ltlt to wor~~ l1~~on 

& ~.' & 

the h t: r. ~ t S 0 f c (' 1/ ~ t (' usa n d f t'l fi fh 111 en, is t ! I C 

t. U 1 d ~ 11 S t J. i J u P (\ n t ~ . ~ f u b j e a 6, to d t; fr a y l tl e cx
pel1cc3 of governnlent. 

This was one argument made ufe of boy K0rah 
and hi~ co:npany, to kindle the r.efentmeljt oftbe 
people agaiIltt f\.lofes and Aaron, 

" Wilt thou put out the eyes of thefe men? 
Ye take too Illuch UpOll you-and lift yourfclves 
above the cong ~egatiQll.J' Your falaries are too 
high, we wili ft;rvt the people with liftle or no 
reward, befides tllt praife of doing better tllan 
you. 

That tllis \~as ~'hat they illfinuated, is put be
yond a doubt, \vht!n \ve cOllfider tIle,reply, whicll 
Moree nlade. 

" I have not taken an afs frolll thenl, neither 
h a vel h u r t 0 I! e 0 f t h t nl. " '1' b is de [;10 n ! 1 r at e ~ , 
tl!At one charg:e alledg-ed 3(Tainft l\l~)fLs, by t!1ef\.! 

'J 0 ,:J 

impious rebtls, was his unreafunably taxing the 
people, And this furely was.one of tl)e prit!ci. 
pal weapens ufed by Jeroboam tu f~vcr the h.ing .. 

dOE) 
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dam of Ifrael.-He with the leaders of tht: faBi. 
on fpake unto RLhoboam, fayin~ "Thy It'a
ther made our yoke grievous, n01N th~refore 
make tb,ou the grievous fervice of thy Father-. and 
the heavy yoke which he put upon us, lighter, 
and we will ferve thee" We have no acc()unt is. 
hittory of an a'dminitlration, more happifying and 
enriching to the people, tllan that of Solomon.--
1'rue'l his econonlY did not influenc.e him to de
firoy what little navy his Father might have left 
hir.; but he built more fhipping: And though 
it increafed the taxes, it increafed the power of 
difcharging them ten fold more. It is {aid in 
the word of God. "That filver was nothing 
accounted of in the days of Solomoa.-For the 
king nlade filver to be in Jerufalem as {lones, 
and cedars made he to be as Sycamore trees that 
are in the valt!s for abundance." 

The teafon affigned for this plenty of fiIvcr i.s 
as follo\vs. "For the king had at fea a navy of 
1-har{hifh with the navy of Hyram. Once in 
three years came the navy cf 1"harfhilh, bringing 
gold and filver and ivory .. " 

Nctwithilanding this, Jeroboam could tell, 
how v~n the expellfes of government were-.. 
thatnlillions were imbezzled, and no account 
gi\ en of expfnditl,res; or that it v. as applied to 
Fur pofes hurtful to the nation; as buitdiDg a 
nlagnlficent temple to Jehov~h, building a navy, 
ltd the high falari(s of the officers of govern-

ment. 



I .~ 
-' 

mente TCt eil~a the cliv~fi'.)n, ~s \l'ell as to pe!'. 
pttu.te ir, he undoubtedly promifed a (he~r) 
~overn1l1ent, if they would adhere to him. 

"fbat ~je promifed this is fairly deduciLle frOl1l 

"~ hat he f, i d ~ n c! did. '1' b is fi r fl: 0 b j e: tt w a~ t () 

le!1en t~ ~ expenfts, that arofe from l·cligion. 

'fhe v/orlhip :;f the true God mull be pre\,crl
ted, ~~f\ his fuhjeBs n,ou!d contraft hi~ wicked 
life, with the law of God, and rebel in their tUfl} 

againCt him. 

He laid this down as a maxim,. that llis exif· 
tellce, as king of Ifrael, depended on his corrupt
ing the morals of the people ..... " Whereupon the 
kil1g took counfel," Ot what charaCl:er hi' Coun
cil was, we may j1JdJ~e from the refult. "And 
they tnade two calves of ~o)dt and raid unto 
thenl" (to the people) " It i~ too 111uth for you 
t:, go up to Jcrufalem : BtI101d thy gods 0 Ifrael 
which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.'· 
1"0 accomnlodate tIle people, he ret one in JJan 
and the other in Bethel. 

But leO: t~e expence to [t.lpport his idola.trous 
t\'orlhip, fh~1111d be to great, as to t'ndanger his 
popularity. "He made priefls of the loweft of 

the people,·' the mob i~nOTant and vile among 
them. l'his would aafwer a double purpofe ill 
his government. His fubjctls Vt'Quld be deliver
ed from the burden of tl~tS j and his own con. 

fcience 
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C:!encc ~rould no~ be dinu~ bed, by trieir found. 
j.~g an alarm 3gainfi vice and impiety.· 

III. lrr(ler the third general head u·e were to 
poiflt cut the nleaI1S beft adapted, to prevent and 
ileal (hufe divifions. 

F! I{S T, 1.iet us conf.dcr the means beft ac!ap. 
: edt 0 1) r ~ v c n t d i v i.fi 0 n s. 

(")ne very eie'dual pTfventative is family go. 
,- '- Y' Ii n1cn t. At the fi tfi da ~'n f"f our rational ex
i;t l nee., ( l)~ dience to l)arencal authority muft be 
ftrerlUlJuily inforced. -

Lelk\DS of furordinati()n mull be learned in 
chil~hood. or the hazard is great. that they wiii 
,never tle lCCifllt. 'l'he fOUllddtion for a quiet 
peaceable ciriztD, n1uft be laid in early life. 

1\b,fa!Orll ~'as.:l favoJi~e .ehild, and an ungovern. 
~d orle,. as illa} 'b~ .fairly infeted, not only frem 
his conduCt, t)uf frem facted hitiOT,r [am 

&:}tiare, that 1 anl ptO;'j'1g a felfevideut ·propoii(i. 
on, \vhen I atl(lr.p~ t() thow, that uflgoyerned 
childrcIl, \,viU rn.ak·.: faclicus rnen)oers of fdciety. 
Ear I r tea ell r l: en"; -u ~, 0 r (~ i eat i (; n top are n tal ) a \N0 S, 

;l n d t h to: Y ~ i II r II : elY 1 e I) t" i a g ~ 1 i n f1 c i v i I I a \) s "I' 0 

fill the Ininds \.·f \.l~ildren, \vitb, that ufetul know. 
ItJge, 

• at\ny tongll~y fellow, though defiltue of grace, wa~ 
l'1ev'-tted to the f~cerdotal office. "W11o{uf\,er ",ould, 

'lie cvc~~J(ra~cd hi rot and he became one of the prieUs of 
1be h ~&h r1acC!-o." 
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Itdge, wh·ich will enable them to do the commoll 
bufinefs of life accurately. and judge of public 
tranfatl.ion ccrretlly., will be another preventa. 
tive of divifion. 

Teach tIlem the true principles of liberty-that 
. liberty cannot exift without laws-and tllat wife 

laws cannot be made, and executed without ex· 
pence. It is a]moft impoffible.. that any perfon 
tbould be a factious meolber of fociety, \\'ho hal 
been properly governtd in early . life, and whofe 
mind has been {tored with that degree of know. 
ledge, which, at the prefent day, it is in the pow
er of every parent to give to tlis children. 

The unprincipled and defigning demagogue, 
\\'i!i find'that feil unfit for t~le feeds o.f difcord, 
which has been ~el1 fubdued by parental autho'. 
rity, and well flocked with ufefu! knowledge. 

But another and tbe moft po\vfrful preventa
tive of di vifion, is religious l~tlO\\lledge. 

Let the heart of a cI-lild be early etn.bued with 
tIle truths of the g(·fpel-let hinl conitanlly be
hold txaln,Jies of h~:li(lefs, and he f, )l!owt!d with 
pious infiruflioos thr('u~h t}-;c ptrif'ds of chil(\ .. 
t,ol,d and youth, and the difoffanizing i~lfidel, 
n1 a y at t a c k, j n va j n , h ii po 1 if i calor reI i g i c' ~ s 
.creed. He will (purn at bi~ impinus falfthoods, 
and remain firmly attached to fuund prlDciples 01 
(iviJ and religious liberty. 

The 
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mufi: ftop, where parents faithfully teach their 
'children humility and fubordination: Where 
their minds are {tored with llfcful knowJedge--. 
alld efpecially where family religion!s maintain. 
ed-the bible made the connant rule of lIfe, and 
'the fabb3th of the Lord f1.naified, ~y a pun6lual 
atrendance upon a preached gofpeJ. From fuch 
a {late or nation the demon of difcord \l1ill be 
hiffed with fcorn and contempt. 

There I conceive to be the means, bell adap,t. 
ed to prevent divifions, in well regulated 30-
,erQments.. 

I proceed, 

SECONDLY to confider the ~,Ieans beft 
;Jdapted to heal divifions, '\There they exift. l'lot 
a monlent of time !hall be fpent, in prefcriblng 
renledies to heal the Korahs t the Abfaloms, the 
Jeroboams, the Catilines, arId the Roberfpc!re. 
The leaders in there divifions baffie the power Qf 
Uledicine, and are beyond the reach of hope. 
They may be driven into a voluntary banifhment 
by the thundering eloquence of a Cicero; but 
to attempt to reclaim thtm would be the height 
of arrogance. Thofe who have been led' aRray 
by deceit and mifreprefeotatl0n, dtferve our pity 
and compafiivn, and there is a' poffibility of ,their 
recovery. The means beft adapted to reclaim 
fuch are found, difpClfiionate t'eafoning, and a ~c. 
peated difplay lIf the charaClers, and ultimatf: de .. 

figns 



figns oCtheir leaders.-Show them that the felf. 
applauder is a decei'l'er·-·l~ha[ he is no betler 
than Abfalom, who l~udly proclain)~-" 0 that 
I were made judge in the land." }{epeat it as 
a maxim of undOtlbted truth -that he ,leferves 
no confidence, who is forever declaring, that he 
",-ill make you as gods, if you will trult Iliill with 
your deareft interefts. 

Do any, who profefs to love Jefu~, join with 
thofe leaders in di,,'ifion? 1'0 reclaim juch, put 
the fimple queftion to them, which Jehu the Seer 
did to Jehofhaphat.-" Shouldll thou htlp tbe 
ungodly, and love tllem that bate th.e Lord?" 

But experience mull: do the greaten: lhare in 
healing thofe divifion~-and if that faih to eiFetl 
a cure: 

I moft in the fOIlfth place, 

IV. Pronounce the delt:ruCl.ion of ruch· a king
dom inevitable. l""he feeds of defiruC\ion are 
planted in the vitals of fuch a natioo.-Such a 
kin~dom is like a deranged man, det'ermined up
on fuicide. When he has definglged his bands 
from the chains., with which his friends, in com. 
paffion bouad him ; thofe bands will be employ, 
ed in the aCl: of fe~f deftruftion. A nation may 
be deranged as really, as an individual: And 
\When tIley have broken the botJds, by which they 
were united together, they ~'ill lay violent handl 
on their own exi{tencf;. The divifion in the 

k:ngdom 



kingdom of Irraet was never healed, and.the ten 
tribe~ hd ve l1~i;n fo cpln;"ete1y d ~fl:roycd, that 
no tra,ces r)f tht'nl can be fOllnd.· B~t "'e have 
a m()re rcce .. lt exatnplt:! (0 pr.~)v~, that internal di. 
vifilln wilt u:rcriy rui'il a, Qation. Haj not the at
te.ntion of France been c;alled to exrerrlal e'nemies, 
tIle work of {elf rteftr uaion, without doubt, 
would have been cOlnplfted long before th.is 
day. 

It goes on rapidly.now .. notwilh-nand.irlg their 
wa.~s abroad~ The fait: which has preferved 
-France, is melting aw.ay like dew bcfore,the {'In. 
A Pi.c::hegrue has already failen a· viCtim to deC. 
potifm: arid a ~1oreau', the \Vafhington of 
JFran~et if alive.no~, is foon. to be. i~mol;lt~.d up .. 
Q~l tp~fame alt~r, i.Q that,- .. 6tEnlighteoe~ Itepub. 
lie " -Jealoufy and fear are engraved upo~e!le. 
ry countenance, in that devoted nation: and to 
betray each 0 thel' to. deatb, is the :on1y way to 
.have any.hope, of living another hour. 

. 'If-you willi for ftronger eviden~e~*of the inevi. 
table delttuC}.ion of fuch a nation, :Hear the·worJs 
~of. the SOil o£God.-" And if a kingdom be di. 
·"tided againlt itfelf that kingdom caOllot (land." 

... 

We infer from our fubjefl, 

That the deftruCtion of aRY nation, approaches 
.wi,h the fame rapidity. that their internal divifi. 
on increafes. This ought to ilrike every Ameri • 

. CUI heart .,.~th folenln a we,· 1'hat we ~re a. div~d,. . . ed 
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,d people cannot admit of a doubt. That the 
eggrd[crs ~n (hi~ divifion \\iJl m~et with a dread .. 
ful dell ruCl lon, If they do ilot rUIn the whole nl
ti(ln, is c(Train as holy \\'rit, unlefs this diviflon 
can be 3lnicably healed. 

Let me tllen, haz.lard a word of advice to all 
thole, \t. ho ) et have power to renrain the progre!s 
()f ruin to rhi-:i cuuntry. 

""'e \"ho hold the rlins of go\"ernment! Lay 
not violent hands upon tllat conlpac1: of union, 
~'hich f(~r t\\'eive Years, gave all unparalleled de
gree of prvf,- erity to our nation. 

Let the contefl: of opinion be fair and open. 

Wait, wait till found reafon and experience 
~emand the deftruClion of our confiitution ~ and 
then the good fenfe of America will (!fea it, with 
out the _ffiitance of Jacobinifm, withollt impiGus 
~alumny, u.:ithout falfehood and without the 1hed. 
ding ot blood. 

Pernlit me to call upon Parents and upon all 
thote. Vw,ho have the care of youth and children, 
to reflt.a upon the preventatives of divificn held 
up, ill (his difcoulfe. We have every weapon 
in our hands, fuit~d to crulh the monfier, dif. 
cord. 

The means of infirutlion, whicl) Connecticut 
has fIljoyed are the only pre\·entatives, under 

Providence, 
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Providence. which h3ve raved us, frem: that an
arc hy and confufidn \A hi,h ha~e reigIled, in many 
cf OLr Sifltr titares. ·l'his mull be our pclitical 
falvati0n aBJ .. ur praif~ .. 

lie !n!'ie Jii~gent in teaching )1our children 
Cl 11 J ! t 1 'val ~ t S ) f u b 0 r d 1 nat io n tor e a fa nab 1 e 1 a w s • 

'l'each thenl felf denyal, to prep2re them to 
meet cifappointmtnts with fortitude and pati. 
euce. 

I~i-'J their minds with that common fcience, 
\Vll~(h \\'ill tend to make thenl \.lfeful and pea
ceabt~ cit~zens. ()nf itrongefl h('pe that the de
ll,OU cf f:lc\i()n ",ill be hanifl1ed from America, 
letts upon parental exertion, profpercd by a di. 
vine bIt fling. Let no Infidel preceptot ever take 
the chalge of your children-he will fecretly poi •. 
fon the fpril1 g of moral aaiOl1. 

Early infirua them in the religion of Jefus, 
and It;t your exaRlple be a I~'~ ~ !1:ant leau.re upon 
the \vord of God. Teach tt~m to t(l.verence the 
flbbatll as the Lord's day, and revi"?e the ancient 
cuft om of catechizing them, aIld of reflraining 
the m fr0111 thofe recreations, which would be in
noc tIlt upon othet~ days. 

,$ Tr2in them up in the nurt.ure and adnlonirioD 
of the Lord.-"'l'rain up a cl~i1d;n the way he 
fuoulJ go, and when he is old h~ will not dtpart 
fronl it." 

Bring 
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Br1ng the young I-Iannibals to the alt~r. 211d 

make them lift their little hands, and lwtar 
eternal enmity to infidelity, atheifnl and e'ir:.ry 
corrupt principle. 

Amen & Anlen. 


