AN

ORATION,

DELIVERED IN

ST. MICHAELS CHURCH,
CHARLESTON, SOUTH-CAROLINA;
ON MONDAY, THE FOURTH OF JFULY, 18143

IN COMMEMORATION OF

AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE;

BY APPOINTMENT OF THE

AMERICAN BREVOLUTION SOCIETY,

And published at the Request of that Society,

AND ALSO OF THE

SOUTH-CAROLINA. STATE SOCIETY OF CINCINNATI:

SOO O™ OO NN OO

BY JOSHUA W. TOOMER,
A Member of the Revolution Society.

U O OND DD L O T O PG T OV

CHARLESTON: |
PRINTED BY W, P. YOUNG, No. 44, BROAD-STREET,

Sl 2,¢ Rt

1814,




ORATION, &,

Frienns anxp Frrrow-Cirizexs,

Great topics are called forth by this
occafion—it raifes in review a train of events,
from which imagination may relume her fires—
{fympathy may replenifh her tears—judgment may
nerve her energies—philofophy may amplify her
fpeculations—virtue and religion may animate
their hopes. . | |

If o’er the field, marked by the veftiges of war,
where the cold hand of death has fiopped the
throbbings of a patriot heart, and where the pray-
ers of dying heroes rife in folemn fymphony to
Heaven; if, o'er a fcene fo painful, but fo glo-
rious to humanity, fancy has foared on her fubli- -
meft wing—over what {cenes can the hover with
a more mournful extacy, than thofe, in which
the foldiers of America are feen to pour forth
their generous fpirits upon the altar of their
country’s rights ? And where can fenfibility touch
a chord, which will vibrate with a more thrilling
influence ? -

If the hiftoric page unfolds a fucceffion of con-
tefis between the encroachments of power and
the firuggles of injured impotence; and if the
failure of human wifdom has been confpicuous ix
its efforts to regulate the order of fociety, fo as
to eftablifh the total good upon the due divifion
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of dignity, autbority, right, and privilege ; furc-
ly the fituation of this country, after the termi-
nation of her revolutionary firuggle, muft have
demanded ali the fzgaeity of the fiate{man, muft
have called forth all the refource of the pkilefo-
pher, muft have fwelled ihc higheft fenfibilitics
of the philanthropift.

Juft rifen, from colonial dependencs, into nati-
onal imiportance, the people of the United States.
found themfelves in the | uﬁ poiicffion of the power
of 2&tion, without a national {yftem on which to
exercife the fovereign will.

- The other nati(_)I_lS of t_he woﬂd, who were walk-
itig in the paths which time and accident had
beaten for them, were looking with apnxicus fo-
lreftiide upoii this interefiing fpeéiacie—a voung
people, under novel circumitances, with new ha-
bits and original principles, juft entering on the
wide and éxpanfivefield of governmens, alike open
‘to the wild experiments of 3 fanciful theory, as
“to. the legitimate induétions of a fober and praéli-
cal wifdomi. To the people thus wanderirg in the
wildernefs of fpeculation, the Federal Confiitu-
tian was redred, as a ¢ Pillar of Fire” to guide
thiem thro’ the night of fear and defpondency, 2s
a « Pillatr of Cloud” to fhade them frorn: the
peftileritial heats of faftious paffion.

In the developement of the principles of that
infirumeént—in the execution of its precepts—in
the exercife of its rights—and in the enjoyment
of its privileges, great and facred were the duties
of the lmagiﬁrate and the citizen;—but, by a rigid
and virtuous cenformity with its principles, fuch
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has Leen tive encrcale of indiidual proiperity,
fuch the diffufion of public tranquillity, fuch the
confolidation of national power, and {uch the
fplendor of the American name, that the experi-
ence of this country has lzughed nto contempt
thole ﬂawﬂl theciies ‘.,,amit repuklics, which
bave been indufinigufly propagated and impofed
upcn the ignorant credulity and 1gnoble apathy
of the world, with a secref and bxtter malevolence
for that caufe, whole weaknefs they opcnly affetied
to deplore. From this pericd a new zra has
opened upon philofophy, and new data are pre-
{ented to the fiudent, on which his contemplatis
ons may be indulged with more honer to the hu-
man charaller, and more in con{onance and {fym-
pathy with the rights, the liberty, and the hap-
pinels of man.

Connpected with thefe civil excellencies, {tand
the freedom and fafety of religicn. - That deed
which gave the liberty of aélion, was notio be
ftained bv z rc{iriciton upon the hiberty oi thought.
Keligion, which was fent to allay the animofities,
and unitc the differt:ons of mankind, was not to
he raifed as a wall of partition between the mem-
bers of the fame ccmmunity. The minifiers of
1€ Jaws of mnan were not to: be arrayed againit
the minifters of the laws of God. . The revelation
was not 10 he made a fhicld of defence to fome
and a fwerd of offence to others. The dalirines
of Hesven were not io he.fubjetted to the poli-
cies of fiate, or the finifier views of tyranny, but,
the church was lcft subscyeient unfy to the church’s
Ged, . Whenee then can the incenfe of piety af-
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cend, with better expetation of a favorable ac-
ceptance, and a gracious anfwer, than from that
altar, at which perfecution ftands not to fan the
flame of one offering and to extinguifh that of
another, where the awful converfe between the
creature and his Creator is free from inquifitorial
{crutiny, and to whole fhrine no paffport is necef-
fary, but a contrite heart and a holy motive.

Such, fellow-citizens, is the ret-ofpeét which
lies open to you on the recurrence of this aufpi-
cious dav.

In the happy emotions which accompany this
review, deep muft be our regret, that it is pecu-
liar to ourfelves.

Standing on the eminence raifed by the virtue
and wifdom of our anceftors, we look with
pride and pity upon the proudeft nations of the
proudef portion of the globe—Europe ; fo fhat-
tered by ihe fiorms of war, fo enervated by tte
difeafes of vad government, that even in this her
proud and comparatively happy day, fhe will find
a retrofpectt replete with {ubjets of mortification
and remorfe.

Bright as may be fome periods of her hiftory,
the eifulgence emblazops only the pomp of pride
and the ardor of ambition. From the {plendor
of war, few rays emanate to enlighten ignorance;
to alieviate the preflure of poverty ; to cheer the
defpondency of helplefs mifery. Amidft the u-
lurpations of power, the blind compliances of ig-
norance, the flavifh prejudices of fuperfiition, and
the intemperate zeal of civil and religious fana-
ticifm, Liberty is {carcely to be feen but. in the
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frantic fruggle of defperation. With different
" names, the people of Europe bear a common cha-
racter. LDiided in ieelin s and intereft, they are
wuited in vice and folly, nor from the great moral
difeafes which have infetted her atmofphere can
any naticn claim a fafe and urpolluted exemption.

Let it be remembered, that whatfoever may be
the magnitude of European evils, it isthe accu-
mulation of ages. Let it not be forgotten, that
the vices which have there prevailed, are not en-
demial to thefe climes. Let 1t be ferioufly enqui-
red, whether; in the vitals of this government,
there lurk not the germs of difeafes, which may
make our manhood detefiable for crime, and
bring on a premature old age, contemptible for its
decrepitude. »
_ Fain would I diffipate {fuck apprehenfions ; glad-
ly would 1 delight your attention, with profpeéis
imiling with the fruits of indufiry, enlivened by
the vivacity of peace and dignified by all the traits
of individual virtue and national power.

But fhall I, under oppofite conviétions, purfue
a courfe of deception and flattery, which throws a
falfe glofs over your errors, until they become
irremediable, andf{educes you into the expetta-
tion of a happine s too often removed to a diftance
proportioned to the fanguine temper with which
you are taught to cherifth the anticipation? fhall
we indulge the pride of the prefent, and, by that
means, increale the mortification of the future ?

My CountryMEN! With relu€lance do I check
the proud exultation of this day; but under my
prelent conviflions, under a folemn {enfe of du-
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ty to yea and to myleif, I canaot, T dare not, des
{cend to uie the lansuage of unquah‘ied coin-
mendation. |

Far be it from me to reprefs a juft, a be¢oming,
a ratioaal 1pvm of nat. om! pride—luch a feeling
is dpe to the times which are pafl, and ean alone
impart the beams of glory; reflefted on us to the
timies wiich are to come—iuch a feeling is due
to the confirution under which we live, and to
the habits and principles which could conform to
that model of political excellence, In fuch 2
feeling the world participrtes, when, thro’ the fur-
rounding gloom. of fervitude and mifery, fhe rai-
fes her defponding eyes to our azure fpot of libera
ty.and ha;gpmefs——abui it is becaufle of this feeling
which we fhould cherifh as the “ nurfe of man]y
fentiment”—it is becaufe of thefe virtues, which,
in their purity, promife a perpetuity of honor---
it is becaufle the interefis of humanity revolve a-
round the wifdom of our attions, as the centre
of their hopes, the.focus of their definies, that
we thould be watehful of the approach of:thofe
vicesand errors, which may ereep in upon us té
tarnith that reputation, to poellute thofe virtues,
and to blight the pmip% which now cheer tha
eye of philanthropy.

Contemptible as that peOpie muft alwags ‘be,
whofe szcess of diffidence makes them paflive un-
der the weight of internal oppreflion, or opems
she bofom of thetr pufillanimity to the invafiens
of extérnal enemies ; deep, ferious, and fatal, are
the confequences of an excess of confidence. It
1s this which has been the bane of the tepublicy
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which have preceded us—it is this which niakes
a people fleep, in the fecurity of their preflump-
tion, over the fecret machinations of intrigue,
or allures them, in the pride and luft of power,
to throw off the falutary reftraints of govern-
ment, and to exhauft themfelves in the wanton
diffipation of democratical fervor: or, if thefe
fatal effets do not await them at home, 1t is this
which hurries them from the poffefiion of do-
meflic peace into all the ruinous and unnecef-
fary embarraffments of foreign war. |

From the difgrace of timidity, the achieve-
ments of our anceftors, and our own fteady ad-
herence to the rights of this people, have hitherto
preferved us; frcmn the ill effelts of popular te-
merity, it is to be regretted we have not been al-
together free. | |

No enginein the hands of thofe men, who.
were oppofed to the adoption of the Federal con-
ftitution, could be more efficacious in forwarding
their inimical views to the principles embodied in
that infirument, than a difpofition in the people
to give to the democratical powers of that com-
patt, a greater weight and preponderance than
would be confiftent with the nice, intricate, and.
the delicate combination of its fevera) interefts.

In a LIMITED MONARCHY, fuch as GREAT
BRITAIN, where the strong and efficient power of
the ftate is vefted in the monarchicnl and aristocra~
tical departments, and to which power the GREAT-
check, orcontror,exifls in the influence and pre-
valence of populer oppofitior, fucha difpofition
ought always to be encouraged; but inourre-
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public, where the image of the flateis fathioned by
the hands of the people, where influence and
power combine to guard the citadel of our
repubiicanifm, and where the first feclings of youth,
together with the lafest convictions of wifdom and
of age, identif. our unwritten prejudices, and
our nbred habits, with the written provifions of
our confiitution, here, fuch a difpofition, excited
bevond the due conftitutional limits, can have no
other tendency than to fhake the conftitution
from 1ts balance, to hurl it from its proud pin-
nacle of wifdom, and of glory, and to profirate
1t in the imbecility of an ignoble diffolution.

Perceiving this, the fame men who had been
foiled in their attempts to poifon the {prings
of our liberties, with a malice porportioned
to their difappointment, affiduounfly fet about
to divert the deep and majeftic fiream of our
government, into all the little fhallow channels’
of intrigue and party, and by that means expofe
it, divided, fluggifh, and incapable of repietion,
tc all the torrid influences of the dog ftar of
anarchy.

Aware of the obftacles which would impede
their progrefs, as long as the people were kept
fenfible of the importance of limiting the demo-
cratical departments of the confederative powers,
they ridiculed the mixed and middle principles of
ourgovernment, as theoffspring of timidity, and
were affiduous to reprefent the falutary checks up-
on the excefles of popular feeling ; as the fteps by
which monarchy would afcend to her fortrefs,
thence to look dewn and awe the juft and generous
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efforts of an enflaved and indignant pzople. It was
however, well knowi, that the great majority of the
people would revolt from the “dea of making an
oftenfible innovation in the confiruction of that
inftrument, which they had {o lately {worn to con-
form to andobey. Butit was equally well known,
that the {ecret and {urreptitious approaches of in-
trigue would allure their unfufpecting minds in-
to compliances equally pernicious to the integri-
ty of that facred infirument, Profefling, there-
fore, to venerate the dignity, and bow to the
power of that conftitution, they loft no oppor-
tunity to diminith (by a mifapplication of gene-
ral principles, and a mifconftruttion of circum-
ftances incidental to the beft forms of govern-
‘ment) the infiuence of the one, or render the
{alutarv exercife of the other alarming to the
perverted Jealoufies of deluded ignorance.

Succefsful in exciting; p0pular fears, they now
addreffed a feeling, whlch when properly regu-
lated, is the fafeguard of a nation’s honor, but
once {uffered to become extravagant, is the co-
pious 'ource of ruin and difgrace. The pride,
the {elf love, and the felf fufﬁmen"y of the peo-
ple, in their primitive and individual charaéter.

Various were the means, unceafing the appli-
cation, to wound the pride of the people, by
artful fuggeftions of the difgraceful fufpicions
manifefied in fome charafteriftics of the conftitu-
tion, of their want of virtue and capacity to go-
vern themfelves; free from reftraints, rather {uited
to the cautious cucmnfpe&non of monarchy than
to the liberal principles of a republic,
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Political maxims, which the-ardor of the new

‘philofophy of France had adorned with all the at-
trallive graces, that pleafe the fancy of the theo-
rift, and heighten the hopes of the fanguine, were
prefented in their moit alluring afpect to the
.warm and generous feelings of the ‘American
people.
- Againft thefe deep défigns of a cowardly ambiti-
-on, which fought its object by the bafeft circum-
vention ; ftood the unfhaken virtue, the calm, the
moderate, the cautious policy of thofe men -who,
- with Washington, had experienced the perils of
-loofe principles, which ‘make government imbe-
-cile, and keep the public mind in 2 Rate of dan-
gerous fluttuation. |

But where will you find the great public body
{o pure and forfified as to refift the feduction of
fentiments, well calculated to flatter their pride,
" to foeth their difidence, and to inflame their con-
- fidence. Yes, my countrymen, that virtue which

would not coalefce with open viHainy, {uffered
“jtfelf to be deceived into an acquiefeence with the
views of an infinuating duplicity.

It is painful to advert to the fuceefs of fchemes,
which poluted the public mind, and infulted the
majefty of the laws.

Could I believe that the undaunted firmnefs
- of the adminiftration of Wathington, had extin-
guifhed the {pirit, when it cruthed the figure, of
“the “wefiern infurre€tion; ” the difgraceful and
dangerous occurrences of the vear 1794, had not
been recalled. But isit not to be feared that al-
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tho’ the great tree of that rebellion as then cut
down, its roots had {pread too deepand wide to
be immediately and effe€tnally eradic¢ated? when
we, with deep mortification, witnefs the tumults
of popular paffions, almoft equal in dttrocity to
the ruthlefs fury of a Rebelperean ‘mobociacy,
and contemplate the infiduous indifferenre with
which fome men ftudy to hurry them from ‘the
virtaous indignationjof the people ; can we hefi
ia:e to believe that the fame-hands, which fowed
the firft feeds of a licentious difcontent -with the
true principles of our conftitution, -are wanticg
to cherith-and tranfport the {cions of that -politi-
cal Upas, into the fertile foil of'the deluilve vride
and exceffive cenfidence of the people. Iiis cri-
minal to fhut our-eyes to thefe - evidences—they
betoken-a -difregard to the warning Xneil of the
republics ‘which have gone forever—iney thew
‘our rapid tapfe mto thofe difeafes which brought
them- to their fad decline~-before it be too late
1et us confront thém before the iribunal of pub-
lic-candor, virtie and 1htelhgence.

And what-evil can eall louder fora retedy than
‘that polcy which, -with a prodigal and licentious
‘hand, f{catters the facred right of {uffrageto the
winds ofan indifcrimating - equality—look to this
evil in the very bofom of this ftate—fee it recor-
ded in -our statute-book —~Men who look into
confequences cannot but believe that this act
which makes fuffrage univerfal, 1s pregnant with
-evils, which, when this country fthall encreafe her
population, will make the very tumults of the A-
thenian oftracifm, or the Roman tribunate, appear
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but as the warning whiftling «: that temp.f,
whofe ravages will then have laii wafie the fair-
eft, the greateft, the laft of republics.

Perhaps the “ uncandid duinefs” of fome, who
wifh ot to acknowledge the exiftence of this e-
vil, may call for a minute acnd explicit expo-
fition of the grounds of thefe apprehenfions ; but
neither the time nor the occafion will admit that
comprehenfive{cope of reafoning, which the fub-
jeét would deferve and demand in the legiflative
chamber. '

This much, however, it is proper that I thould
fay—The oppofers of ““ univerfal fuffrage” by no
means wifh to overlook the claims of poverty, or
to arrogate to wealth any prerogatives—they che-
rifh the fentiments of our former law—the law
under which the people were happy and honor-
able among themfelves, and refpected by the
world—the low which, altho’ moderate and rea-
fonable, was juft in its requifitions—which was
graduated by the {cale of reciprocal rights and re-
ciprocal duties—which, if it required pecuniary
as well as perfonal fervices, gave additional
rights as a recompence for additional duties. Un-
der that law, povertv, with honefty and induftry,
met with encouragement, reward, and honor—
but that law fet its face againfi the pretenfions of
that abjet poverty, which is the confequence of
a difgraceful indolence, and brings in its train all
the mean and groveling vices of a venal mind,
accuftomed to hang upon the bounty of others;
while it raifed a protettion to the integrity of ,
fuffrage, in thofe delicate and invaluable feclings
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of a proud independence, which is always the in-
mate of the bofom of honeft poverty, wiil make
a man frown down the leaft attempt upon the
chaftity of bis elettion, and keep him true to his
friends’, his country’s honor, and his own.
- Thefeare the prominent effefts of that excef-
five confidence, which has marked the condutt
of the American people in their affairsat home—
and when we look abroad we find, that, impelled
by the fame undue confidence of our firength,
we have launched the deareft interefis of this
young republic, upon all the flu€tuating embar-
raffments of foreign war. |
The repeal of the ¢ Britith orders in council”
confines the obfervations which you may expeét
upon the fubjet of the prefent war; to the quef-
ions of “ expatriation and naturalization.”
- To a continuance of this unhappy conteft,upon
the grounds taken by our government, a fair, a
juft, and a patriotic oppofition has been raifed
in this country. =
- I know with whata fhew of feeling the advo-
cates of expatriation come before this country
and the world—I know that philofophers in the
calm contemplations of the clofet, have preten-
ded to lay down general rules upon this {ubjeét—
but I alfo know that this queftion has not been
univerfally fettled, even in the abfirall, and that
when we confider the bias of national pride and
national intereft, which is brought into the dif-
cuffion, we can {carcely be fanguine enough to
expect its practical folution. .
How much foever the happy medium between
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that tvranny: and mifrule, which abfolvesa citizen
irom. the: obligations of his allegiance, and that
rigid, but expedxent exercife of power, which,
altho’ irkfome and perhaps injurious, it would bea
crime in-him to rebel againft or difobey, may be
talked of by the difinterefied and unimpaffion ed phi-
lofopher, fiill it is almoft impofiible to be dilcern-
ed when fought for by men under the influence
of firong and generous national feelings.

We: may illufirate: thefe pofitions by a confci-
entious appeal to ourfelves— -

Is our country at peace?- Is: her population
Jarge, induftrious, and happy? Does: there exift
too Intimate 3-concord between the government
and the people, to apprehend: any-evil from emi-
gration? In.{uch circumftances it is little lefs than
natural, to cryout againfi the tyrannv of reftrict-
ing a privilege, as yet appearing perfectly confift-
ent.with:all' the obligatians of -allegiance.—Re-
verfe .the. picture.—Has. war fhiattered the- fabric
of our union, and has internal difcord followed
1n-her. train? -Has the government been compel-
led to refort to meafures: which encreafe the bur-
dens of the poor, and decreafe theluxuries of the
rich? Does every man cemmunicate to his.
neighbor his complaints and his difcontents.? Is
the time arrived when the leaft relaxation of con-
ititutional power weuld give a range to rebellion,
and a loofe to emigration, which could not again
be compaflfed or refirained? ‘Where is the.man
capable of forefeeing the contagion of example,
in the fame community of feeling, who would
not be ready ta call that, treafon, which belore he
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had thought but the proper exercife of an una-
lienable right? At fuch a time would not this be
our language? Is the public calamity to take from
infidelity its ftain ? Are the obligations of private
friendthip heightened by adverfity, and is there
no public, no national frieadthip? No-—when e-
ver the czfe allually occurs, in which the fociety
1s fo deteriorated, as that its members cannot re-
main in it,” confiftently with their views of happi-
nefsand honor, a general, an univerfal difcontent
will roufe each and every member to a recurrence
to their original ftate and original views, and, with
one heart and with ane hand, the whole will fet
‘about the work of difenthralment and regenerati-
on—DBut before this crifis, and efpecially when
the great body of the country ftands in need of
the contributory aid of every citizen, tc throw
off one’s national charaller is a defertion of his
country—a pufitlanimous compliance with felfith
and interefted diftates, and not the juft and hon-
orable exercife of a natural right. | |

Candid men faw and admitted the perplexity
and diftratlion in which mankind would always
be involved, whenever they were compelled to agi-
tate this queftion—And perceiving what a peren-
nial fountain of war and bloodfhed it would be,
they, under this ferious convittion, have called
upon the people of this country to paufe and re-
fle€t, befare they volunteer themfelves as the ad-
vocates of either opinion, as the champians of
either right.

Surely, upon a fubjett fo doubtful, even in
the abftralt, and, when regarded with a view to
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its pratical tendencies, {o difficult of folution,
there was no urgent or imperative call from the
honor of this country to an appeal to arms..

Great Britain, while fhe did us injury in the
perfons of fome of our native fellow-citizens,
and perfifted in her claims to the fervices of her
natural born {ubjeéts, added no insult to our in-
difputable fovereign rights, but, in the firft cafe,
pleaded inevitable miftake, and, in the fecond
place, attempted to juftily her conduét, as well
upon the ground of state necessity, as upon the
general, if not univerfal, ufages of the European
nations, and her long eftablifhed conftruttion of
the laws of nations, in the decifions of her com-
mon law, and the provifions of her ftatutes.

Under thefe circumftances it was thought, and
infifted upon, that arrangements of a degree lefs
formal than a treaty, but havmga watchful regard
to the rights of our naturalized fellow- cmzens,
could fettle, at leaft for a time, the exifting dif-
ferences. Whatever rights we juftly had, we
may have delayed to affert, but would fiill have
retained ; whereas a premature attempt to coerce
our opponents, could terminate only 1n the re-
linquithment of our claims, and the fruftration of
“our pretenfions,

But even fuppofe our right to protett the na-
tives of other countries, upon the high feas, to be
indifputable, fiill the queflion of war lay open
to confid erations of policy and intereft. Belore
we had fent forth our hoftile herald, and
caft our blecody fpear, we thould have ferioufly
enquired—whether a productive. revenue, a well
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difciplined foldierv, 2 fkilful, expert, and expe-
rienced navy, and afirm union of ntinrent (the
bafis of all our ftrength) would enable us to con-
dutt the war compatlb]y with our honor and com-
menfurate with our views.

Upon thefe points, fats which burn the bofom
of the American with indignation, and fuffufe his
face with fhame, deny us even the poor confola-
tion of a doubt.

A pitiful, improvident, and infidious policy,
the policy of a party, and not the policy of the na-
tion, withheld the conftitutional demands upon
the contributions of the citizen; while reclining
on the bofom of proflperity, his heart dilated
with prefent joys, and hishopes expanding a wide
field of future felicity, he would have willingly
culled the firft fruits of his induftry, and, witha
patriotic zeal, have made an offering to his Alma
Mater. Such a policy, {uffered the fifcal tree to
wither and decay, until, amidft the loffes, the
confufion, and the ruin, arifing from its folly,
taxation became exattion, and contrlbutmn, pri-
vation.

To counteralt this important obftacle, nothing
was to be found in the organization of the ¢ army,
nothmg in the eftablithment of the ravy, nothing
in the union of the people. The firft was unen-
lifted, unofficered, and undifciplined ; the fecond
pined under the weight of a contemptible parfi-
mony, and a deteﬁ,—zble envy of that wildom
which had nurtured it, and the public mind trem-
bled on the brink of national difunion.

Will pofterlty believe it, that, with all thefe
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difadvantages, and at a moft momentous crifis of
the world, the people of America, hurried by an
unthinking paflion, and aruinous prejudice, have
left the happy fhades of peace, and ruihed into the
incarnardined fields of Europe, there, in the very
puberty of their growth, to enter into a rude
and unequal conflict with the bone and mufcle of
Europe’s manhcod ? -

The refults are too mournful to be recapitula-
ted. Dark indeed will be the records of thefe
times, when flattery cannot addrefs paffion, and
failehood deceive ignorance. Alas! wheo can en-
dure the pitture of our injured country, wkich
the weaknels of our prefent rulers has held up to
a {coffing or a pitying world? Let us the rather
look upon the only {cene* which cheers the ge-
neral glooss

Sainted opmt of our Father, our Fellow-Citi- -
zen, our Wathington! That heaven which has {feen
fit to chaftife the folliesand vicesof thy children,
has, in its justice to thee, andin its mercy to us, by a
fignal interpofition, marked its approbation of
the wifldom and the purity of thy principles.

- Yes. Americans, raifle your defponding eyes.
One monument + of your Wathington fiill ftands
upon 1ts noble bafe. Upon it raile the fuper-
firutture of his principles—guard it, with the for-
titude of freemen, frora the filent approaches of
intrigue, from the difiolving influences of jaco-
binical principles, aad from the intrufion of fo-
reign feelings : for, infeCted with the vicious at-
mofphere of Europe, they bring with them fuch a
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whirlwind of paffion, prejudice, caprice, and {pe-
culation, that, were the materials of our ¢onftitution
of adamantine firmnefs, were the arts of Doris,
of lonia, and of Corinth united to give it ftrength,
{fymmetry, and {plendor, 1is {hining capitals, its
graceful columns, its well fet butments, and its
deep foundations would foon lie crumbled be~
neath the concuffions of theie rude elements.

Yet thefe dangers are not to intimidate, but
to animate you to exertions fuited to the high
objett we have tc attain. It is net te gild the
chains of defpotiim—it is not to nerve the per-
nicious power of monarchy—it is not tov pamper
the pride of ariftocracy—but it is to blefs with
equal lawsand equal rights the happy people of
a happy republic.

Every ihing combines to ftimulate our efforts.
- Europe is awakened from the fleep of apathy,
and rifen from the bed of fervitude. Stupen-
dous events, which fix the minds of zaen in dumb
aftonithment, attend her progrefs. The tyrant,
whele ambition {ported with the freedom of na-
tions, and fpared neither the innocence of - vir-
tue, nor the h elpleflneis of impotence, now lies
proftrate in an ignoble feclufion, leaded with the
pity of the merciful, the detefiation of the jufl,
and the tortures of a guilty con{cience.

When the ©“ morning ftar” of France {et be-
neath the horizon which fheillumined ; when the
fenfibilities, which endear and adorn the human
charalter, were blafted by the influence of “ that
barbarous philofophy, which made Regicide, Par-
ricide, and Sacrilege,” not merely pardonable, but
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commendable—when the < “ae of chivalry”
feemed to be gone, and the 010ry of Europe
to be extinguifhed for ever’—Burke, the good,
the phllofophlc and the great, in the agonies of
a difappointed humanity, “thus gave vent to the
generous fympathies of an overflowing bofom —
2 Oh, what a revolution! and what a heart muft
I have, to contemplate, without emotion, that
elevation, and that f{all.”

Now, when the dawn- of dilenthralment and
“ regeneration has opened on a benighted people—
when the “ pleafing illufions” have re-appeared,
which make ““ power gentle, and obed:ence libe-
ral;” which ¢ harmonize the different fhades of
]1fe and incorporzte into politics the fentiments
which beautify and foften pnvate fociety.”—
When “ a new {cheme of things ” feems about
to be inftituted, in which reafon and religion will
mnculcate peace—what freeman can hefitate to
exclaim ¢ what a re-aftion! and what an heart
muft Ihave, to contemplate, without ineffable gra-
titude and joy, tha fall of the tyrant, and the e-
levation of a government, which promifes to the
people of France, the repo’< of peace, the prof-
perity of induftry, and the happinefs and honor
attendant upon the reftitution of moral principles
and religion?

 Is not this a triumph to be celebrated 2t the
altars > Holland is free! again will the Ipirit of li-
berty give an energy to the people, which will
crown individuals with ¥ ¢ealth, and the nation with
glory.

Spain! Freed from the debafing thaldrom of
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fnpe] Rtition, and re-organized by the regenera
ng principles of her Cortez, is reffored to her
monzrch-—becund, by every feeling of gratitude,
tc govern only for the happinefs of a magnani-
mous people.
~ Prussia may again hear, without a blufh, the
achievements of her Frederick:—and Russia, ha-
ving called fallen nations into a new exiftence, fol-
lows the deftinies of * Alexander the Leliverer,
whofe name the fmile of innocence will deco-
rate, the voice of honor eulogize, the tears of
gratitude embalm, and the benedittions of piety
will fanétify. | _
Shall Europe hold the higheft niche in the tem-
ple? Recollett, that hitherto we have adranced,
while she has receded. Hitherto we have fet her
an example of enterprize and honor, and opened
to her children an afylum of peace. Still let
that asylum be open to the stranger and the distres-
cd; and paufe not in your virtuous exertions to
ftand confpicuous among the nations of the world.

Defpair not of fucceis Intricate, and there-
fore delicate, as is the form of your government,
it is, neverthelefs, durable: It is founded on the
bafis which God bimf{ell has laid—the virtue of
his creatures. Our conititutionis a tender plant;
but the dews of heaven will refreth its roots; her
winds will unfold its bloffloms; her [un will ma-
ture its fruits.

Yes, my countrymen, feeing the caufes of the-
fall of republics, # is in your power, by a {cru-
pulous and undeviating adherence, to the mode-
rate and rational principles of liberty, as deve-
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loped in the « federal conflitution, ” to perpetu-
‘ate the bleffings of this young republic, which
ignorance and prejudice{fometimes affett todefpife,
and misanthropy dares to deride.

For aid in this great work, Gentlemen of the
Cincinnati, to whom time has unfolded the pa-
ges of experience, we look to you. The dangers
of the revolutionary war have imbued your fouls
with the fpirit of fortitude, and the difficultfcenes
of arifing government, in which you were the
altors, have fortified your minds againft the per-
nicious influences of loofe and imprallticable the-
ories. We expett from you leflons of a calm,
moderate, and rational liberty—a liberty founded
on principles, which, like the vernal breeze,
bring health and vigor to the bofom which inhales
them—principles which we recognize in the fe-
deral conftitution, and in the conduét which cha-
racterized the adminifiration of Wathington.

Gentlemen, be ye our pilots, and let thefe
principles be ‘your flar.
Mzmeers or THE REvoruTion Socrery.

Dangers affail our republic, and you muft de-
fend her. The tempeit of war howls along our
borders, and the groves which once echoea with
the warblings of peace, now murmur with the
plaints of difcontent. In this day of her peril,
heed the czll of your country. It is true, that
party {pirit, intrigue, and ignorance deny the ho-
nor of publicand confpicuous fervice, but no-
thing can deprive you of the fupreme felicity of
the patriot—the serving her with fidelity.

How innocent foever we may be of producing
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thefle evils, we would incur a guilt by not firiving
to avert them :—let us be ‘caretul to adopt means
confiftent with this end :—an oppofition, how-
ever pure in motive, may, by injudicious and ex-
travagant application, militate againft the inter-
eits'it would wifh to promote.

- While, therefore, we bow with defference to
the powers recognized by our conttitution, and
pav implicit obedience to the laws, it is our duty,
with -a dauntlefs front, to oppofe the meafiires
which we-believe to be injurious to the pubiic
good :——itis our duty to expofe the weaknels and
wickednefs of men, who may facrifice the per-
manent interefis of this country, to the gratifica-
tion of prejudice and party feelings, or to thein-
dulgence of fanciful {chemes—it is our duty, te
roule the people to-a fenfe of their danger, te an
amendment of their errors.

GeNTLEMEN, in doing this, we thall meet with ma~
lice, calumny, and danger—but, need Itell you,
that the confcioufnefs of integrity will raife be-
fore the bofom of every good man, a thield which
the fhafts of malevolence and falfehood will vain-
ly attempt to penetrate ? Surely, I need not re-
mind you of the exquifite feelings of felf appro-
bation, which will embalm the retrofpection of
our condu€t; and amidft the ‘fiorms, which, as
the fervants of -the fiate, 1t-will be our duty to
buffet, willgive us a peace and a calm within, which
nothing can difturb, agitite or convulle, when’
withdrawing from the {cenes of intereft or ambi-
tion, we look with afingle eye to our country’s
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good, and, appealing to the God of Truth; can
fay with a proud confidence,
“ We have done our duty”

And vou, on whofe tender virtues and graces,
the future hiftoriar of this country, will, amidft
‘the graver deeds of fiate, dwell with that rapture
with which the artift entwmes the youthful ny
<« o’er the ftern grandeur of the gothic tower”—
to vou, your country confides the veflal fire of
her exiftence—THE VIRTUE OF HER SONS.

- And vou, Minifters of the Gofpzl, when, amidf
the opening {plendors of the dawn, your Orifons.
afcer.d the Throne of Omnipotence, call down
aray of GLORY on our beloved country ; and
when, in the calm ferenity of the evening hour
your Vefpers rife to the Seat of Benevoleance, in-
voke a folt zephyr of Peace, te compofe the agx—
tations of war, and to induce a {weet repofe, from
which this Young Republic, may, with renovated
vigor, arife to along day of NATIONAL LIBER-
TY, HAPPINESS AND HONOR.




