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FELLOW CITIZENS,

ONCE more, we are permitted to fee a day epen O3
us, which brings to our minds the grateful remembrance of that,
which gave us a name among the nations of the earth ; a day which
put into our hands many invaluable privileges, not enjoyed by any of
the civilized nations on this habitable globe, and which annoynced us
a FREE and INDEPENDENT PEOPLE.

Oxce more, has the great Ruler of Nations permitted uy (though
furrounded by the corruptiug influence of foreign powers, in a day of
wonders, and the reftlefs {pirits of ambitious men te fubvert the ine
eftimable rights of the people,) to meet together, and hail this day, as
citizens: 062 free country ; inheritors of thofe liberties, wbich the
valor of our fathers won.

A day like this, leads us tu contemplate, as the price of that liberty
we enjoy, the caufe from whence it originated, the fpirit which the
people: pofleffed, and' the facrifices they were called to make to pro-.
cure it: Without thefe, we fhould be illy prepared to meet thigan-
niverfary ; enter into the feelings of that eventful day, or appreciate
the worth of the great obje@ of aur rejoicing-

A1pED by thefe, we bring to remembrance a period that is paft,
when our anceftors, driven by perfecution from their native land,
fought a refidence on this continent. Here they acknowledged them-
felves the {ubjeés of Britain, notwithfianding the cruel caufe of their
emigration. But, the fpirit of tyranny knows no bounds but what
the want of power conftrains to acknowledge: The fame principle
that drove them from the fhores of Europe, marked the Briti‘h ad-
miniftraticn over them in this country : hence there was a continual
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contention in the councils of the Province, between the prerogativey
of the Governor and the rights of the people.*

" OrrosiTION to the confituted authorities of a country, let it be

under what form of government it may, will terminate cither to
weaken the energy of government or abridge the rights of the people.
‘The one or the other muft finally fubmit, and the refult will follow,
This mutual jealoufy of each other’s rights, a wife man might readily
fee, would terminate in abjeét flavery, or fuch form of gmernment as
the people fhould choofe- | |

- TaEe Britilh minifiry were determined to fupport their authority,
and humble the colonies : this might reafonably be expeted, To
accomplith this, they paffed onc aét after another, reftricting the
rights of the people ; they denied the colonies a reprefentation in the
councils of the nation j they ufurped a defpotic control ovor us ;
they made war when they pleafed ; they demanded fuch a number
of men from the colonies as they thought proper, and then levied juft
fuch a portion of the expence of the war on us, as they faw fit.+

‘In all this, the colonies could do nothing, but yicld paffive obedi-
ence- This they well knew the Americans would not eafily brook ;
they therefore levied it in the moft unexceptionable way, by impofing
a ftamp duty on contraéts and other inftruments of a fimilar nature,
and likewife an extra duty on imported articles.

THrs at once alarmed the colonics, and they remonftrated in the

wifdoin and fpirit of an injured people ; they viewed their liberties at
ftake ; they felt the importance of unity in their defenge 3 they re-
folved, as a token of their difapprobation, not to ufe auy:¢thofe ex-
ciled articles.f .
" THis, the miniftry confidered of but thort duration ; or, be it as it
may, they weuld fend thofe articles into the colonies, and colleét the
éxcife, whether they were ufed or not.  The people very readily un-
derftood their object, and refolved to prevent their entering fuch arti-
cles : accordingly, the people went on board an EaR-India-man load.
ed with teas coming into the harbor of Bofton, and threw the cargo
over. Veilels that entered the ports of other colonies experienced a
fimjlar fate. | -

* See Hutchinfon’s Hiftory bf Mq['mcbu_fett'.f;

T Should any one doubt the correness of this fentence, be is reminded
that in the campaign of 1758 and 1759, the Britifh exalled 8000 men of
Maflrchufettsy 4000 of Connelficuty, and 2000 of Rhbode-Ifland ; and re
quired the colonies to pay their own mien.

% Pure liberty is only found in that noble bofom that abhors all chaing,
. - Zimm.
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In all this oppofition, we may readily coneeive, it was not thg
burden of the excife that the people felt, but the ufurpation of their
common rights ; it was not the paying three pence on a pound of tea
or a gallon of molaffus, but the principle that moved them in thele
aéts of violence. | -

I'rowm this, the oppofition affumed a more regular form, and the
miniftry prepared to meet it with energy ; they were determined to
teach the pcbplc of Bofton their folly by placing a band of infolent
and licentious foldiers among them : But chaftifement of this nature
ferved only to ftrengthen the oppofition, Minifterial exertions were
thus met by adequate oppofition till open hoftilities commenced

|

So dear to them did our fathers prige their civil rights, they would
willingly forego the conveniences of life, and even hazard an unequal
war, rather than become flaves to a defpotic miniftry-  The greatett
Juftre attached to the moft eligible fityation in hfe, faded in their eyes,
when viewed as a rival to the libertics of their country ;: Even the
gloomy horrors of war, and the profpeét of death in comm_on with
the reft of their brethren, damped not their courage, nor abated their
zeal in fupport of their common rights : They chofe rather to oﬁ'er.
their lives in defence of the rights of their country, as a facnﬁce before
the altar of ufurpations, than to live in flavery: Thefe were the feele
ings of thofe who fought and btc‘d, and the fx u1t of whofe labor we
are now enjoying.

BenoLp ! the precious facrifice it coft our country to obtain her
freedom : Behold ! the thoufands confecrated as ‘vié‘;ims before her
altar : Behold ! the cryel barbarities many endured, and the immenife
fums expended in the conteft. Let uslook at thefe, and learn to prize
the libertics we ¢njoy.  Well may the grateful heart reply, ¢ She is
more precious than rubies, and all thmgs thou canft defire are not to
be compared to her.”?

LeT us caufe the fcene of Lexington to pafs before our eyes- Here
3s the fatal fpot, where the firft blood was fpilt ! Here a fmall number
had collected to inquire into the reafon which led the Britith force
there, and if neceflary to impede their march ; but, before there
could be time to inquire, the Britifh with a wanton dir, fired and kil-
led eight on the fpot! This caufed a wound fo fenfibly fclt by every
American, that it could not be healed ;: They inftantly clafped their
arms as their only defence : Thus irritated, they purfued them to
Bofton, and, had itnot been for reafons better known to Col. Picker-
ing than others, or becaufe he conceived that there was more fafety in
attending facred devotion till Le could fairly fee their backs before he
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moved near them, this Britifh party might have been furrounded and
every perfon taken.~This fcene, like an ele@ric thock, fpread with
. an inconceivable velocity, and fenfibly affected every heart fricndly
" to the caufe of his country .=

TH1s made the Americans feel the importance of furrounding Bof-
ton with troops, and gparding every place where the Britith could
fally to annoy the country : Accordingly they made a ftand on the
heights of Charletown, which the Britith were determined they
fhould not hold 3 of confequence they prepared for the conteft
Here the Britifh exhibited a fpecimen of what the Americans ought
to expect from them.  They bégan by ipreading fire, and every kind
of deftruction : This, though a melancholy fight, did not difhearten
men who were contending for their civil rights ; the remembrance of
recent injuries, and the caufe in which they were engaged, fired them
with zcal adequate to their danger. Confidering the means of de-
fence which they poflefled, the conteft exceeded the moft fanguine
expedltations.

Tue event of that day is recorded in the memory of many prefent,
but you, my fathers, who took an aétive part in the conteft, muft ex-
cufe your fpeaker, if, in his defcription, he falls far fhort of the truth,
or does not equal the fenfibility ftamped on your hearts. You can
tel! us from feeling, that time cannot erafe, what fuffering you endur-
ed, what miferies to which many were fubje&ed, and with what zeal
the Anerican bofom was filled: You can paint the fcenes of that day
with thofe native colors, which it is not poffible for one to do, who had
then but juft opened into life. The principles that then led you to
face an enemy to your liberties, I truft will never forfake your befoms,
nor in the leaft be thaken by the artifice of man,

AFTER the events of this day, we fee nothing but the defolations
of war marking the foot-fteps of the enemy. When we furvey our
country, the eye can light on one place after another, and behold the
awful fcene of aions there fought, where conne&ions or friends ex-
pired in defence of freedom. Within our own State, the fcene at
Bennington remains on the mind as a lefflon of experience 3 add to
this, the feveral ations on Lake Champlain, and other places, in
which mapy of yon were perfonally engaged, till Burgoyne and his
army were fubdued. With the fame eye we view within the union,
towns burnt and lives destroyed in the moft wanton manner : where-
ever the enemy had power, it was armed with an unrelenting and
mof. barbarous hand ; nathing toe cruel could be imagined, but
what was pra&ifed-



171

Tur evils of war are unavoidably great 5 but the benevelent pere
fon muft find every feeling of his heart inftantly harrowed into the
kecneft indignation, when he fees men poffeffed of that infernal fpirity
which ftudies to add crimes of the deepeft dye to thofe evils which at
bef muft be great: Crimes of this nature were fufficient to unite the
Americans in one common bond of defence, without any other con~
fideration. Sce the prifon-ship near the harbor of New-York ! View
the fhores of the Wallabout, that received the bodies of more than a
thoufand of the American prifoners, who perithed by hunger and
cruelty ! Behold the monument erected in humanity, as a depofit for
their bones, that were (cattered on the fhore : While it remains a per.
petual memento of the cruel fufferings they endured, it imprefles a
lively fenfation on the heart, of that implacable malignit}' that delights
in tormenting the unfortunate, which pervaded the hearts of the Brit-
ith army.

BeHoLp their licentious condu@ in New-Jerfey,~—debafed to the
laft degree : They gratified their lawlefs appetites in a2 moft brutifh
and unfeeling manner : Such fcenes of condu&, which to a mind that
retains the leaft fenfibility, muft excite the greateft indignation-
Well might we expe¢t, that the inhabitants would rife at once to pro-
te& their wives and daughters from more than favage abufes- Be-
hold, alfo, their abominable condu@ at Cherry Valley, the fight of
which caufed even the favage to blufh and remonftrate with difappro-
bation. Such were the additional evils which our country experiens
ced from their unnatural, hard-hearted and tyrannical enemy-

WuEN we turn from thefe direful fcenes, to a view of the fiate of
our defence, the profpe& here is gloomy : the body of the pcople un-
difciplined and unaccuftomed to the art of human butchéry' 3 NO %OV~
ernment poflefled of energy ; no refources to fupply an army with
men or provifions ; nothing but a fenfe of the juftnefs of the cauie,
and the cruelty of the enemy to unite them, and the patrioti{fm of the
people to fupply their urgent neceflities: We may then well conjec-
ture the difficulties that exifted in raifing an army, and the full greater
difficulties in meeting their neceflary demands for the comforts of
life- We cannot be furprized if we find them at one time furround«
ing a Britifh army, when they had not more than nine rounds of car-
tridges to each foldier ; at other times in want of tents; of proviffonag
and of clothing. Such was their want of flioes at a certain time,
when called to march on the frozen ground, their route could be dif
tin€tly traced by the blood that iffaed from their feet. AT} thefe evils
were endured with the greateR patience. We kad declared ourfclves
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Free and Independent, and it was our defire {o maintain it to the laft,
Nnthmg but this, and a fkilful commander, enabled them to endure
all thefe evils, and at length to hecome victorions.

THE people within this State were not without their fhars of evils,
though there were not fo many battles fought here, as it fome of the
other States, there were, other evils of dangerous confequence ; dif-

tra¢ted by local difficulties ; furrounded by domeftic and foreign ene-
mies ; expofed to the inroads of the common enemy, but the :uoreé
to be dreaded the combined Indians and Tories: The leading char-
aters of the State felt the neceffity of relying on their own refources,
which could confift in nothing, but an equivocal policy : ‘This hapily
anfwered all the purpofes that could be wifhed : The enemy hoping
to gain us, refrained from offeriug any violence till the dangers were
pa&-*‘ | |

ApD to all thefe, the dangers to which our country was expofed of
being overcome by treachery and fpics ; more than once were plots
laid to take or deftroy the American army, but were providentially
difcovered and rendered abortive- The name of Arnold will remain

in the memory of every Americaf, as long 45 mfamy is attached to

{uch conduét.
WHILE we recount in miniature the calamities which attended the

war, we have an occafion to rejoice that the end was glorious :
Thdugh the citizen may be called to drop a tear over the duft of a
near relative, there is a confolation to cheer his mind : Under a well
chofen commander and the patronage of the God of armies, the
prerogatives of the people were eftablithed, and the declaration of

Independence acknowledged even by our own eneimies;
Har py indeed for us, that he who raifed a Mofes to deliver Ifiael

from Egyptian bondage raifed a Wathington to deliver thefe American
States from Britifh opptreflion- He was endowed with wifdom and
prudence equal to the exigences of that caufe which he had efpoufed.
5 baffled their moft profound defigns, and efcaped their fnares.
The fcene of danger is the moft effectual place to faithfully try the
Leart of man : This convinced the people of their wifdom in the
choice of one to command their army : It convinced them, that Wath-
ington poffeffed intrinfic worth, equal to the higheft confidence repof-
ed in bim. ‘The increafe of danger only ftimulated him to enterprife,
inftead of deprefling his fpirits, as in the inftance of furprifing the Brit-
ith at Trenion : He was every way fo well calculated for the exigence

* See Williams® Hiftory of this States
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of the time, and to execute the truft repofed in him ; that he com-
manded the hearts of hig loldiers and of his countryinen. Whenever
an afpiring mind envied him his tation or tame, or viewed him as an
obftacle to its ainbition, it was obliged to keep it within its own
breait. 1fit fo happened that a perfon was fo indifeicet as to at-
tempt to make intereft agaiuft him, or fpread evil furmifes, it wasof no
efluét, like that when an attempt was made to fupercede hun in com-
mand, which terminated with juflt reproach on the evil minded:
‘Though the people were exceeding jealous of their rights, and caretul
of putting power into the hands of any one, Walhington aitorded
them frequent evidence that they need not diftruft the abufe of auy
power committed to him.  ‘This endeared him fill more to his coun
try 3 this rendered him a folitary inftance in the annals of modern na-
tions. |

Tue love of power is fo univerfally predominant in the human
Lreaft, that many, who have appeared in the beginuing of public life
to have the good of their country at heart, and have execrated the
lcaft appearance of ufurpation, no fooner than they could pof.fs
the power, have grafped it with the greateft eagernets. So univer-
fally has this propenfity of the heart prevailed, that. Wafthington, as
Commander, had but one inftance before him in thte whole hiftory o¥
nan, for an example.

CINCINNATUS, in the days of Roman freedom, felt the Jove of his
conntry on  his heart, more than the love of dominion : Like him
Wthington could retire from the field of battle to domeftic enjoy -
nieuts, when his country no longer needed his fervice.  What fenti-
ments worthy of imitation did Waflington exprefs in his addrefe to'
the army, and in refigning his power to that department from whence
it originated | What deference to the conftituted avthoritics ! 'What
ff-denial I What patriotifm he manifefted ! With what cheerfuluefs
has he taught us, that cvery pferfon to whom is committed public
trufty, thould refizn when the good of his country requires at. In all
thefe, Walhington compl‘ctcly imitated his copy from the Roman
patriot ¢ But though the copy ends here, the charaéter of Wathinge
ton was not finithed.

'Che people felt the infufliciency of the old confederation and the
importance of forming one anew.  The coanfel of Wafhington was
here folicited, and, happy for our country, e ever had a hfening car
whei the weliure of cur conntry caileds Fra the kbors of the col-

®
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ledted wifdlom of the States while under his eye, we enjoy the happie
eft Conttitution known in the civilized world,

Tiis Conftitution called for a Prefident chofen by the people s
Their eyes were unanimoufly fixed on Walhington, of al' the moft
worthy:  When he was proclaimed, fo enthufiaftic were the public
rejoicings, as exprefivd an entive confidence that public liberty would
find in him an ample protector.  His adminiftration, when confidet-
ed as unprecedented, exceeded the moft rational calculation.  After
ferving the public under two ele@ions—feeling the weight of years,
~amd remembering the example fet under the former Confederation, lie
publicly refufed to be confidered a candidate for public truft.

UnDpeR the former Confederation, John Hancock was fucceffively
chofen Prefident 3 but, confidering that though the ele@ions were
periodical, fhould he continue to enjoy that office through public fuf-
frage, cuftom might eftablifh that whicih would be detrimental to the
defign of periodical ¢letione ; he therefore refufed : his example has
been obferved ever fince: Wafhington in this, gave his country an-
other unequivocal proef of his patriotifm.

Byt before Wathington’s adminiftration clofed, the French revo.
lation ‘commenced, which naturally affeced this country : Viewing
them as ftruggling for the fame civil libertics we were enjoying ; ve-
membering their devotednefs to us in the fame caufe 5 the old preju-
dices were renewed, and the people became ¢nthufiaftic in their fyme
pathetic feelings for the caufe of France., They fent to our Govern-
ment Genet, as the firft public Minifter from the French Republic.
‘The people received him with an enthufiafm fcarcely to be conceived
He confidered himfelf ainong thofe who felt the fame devotednefs to
the caufe of France, that glowed in his bofoin : This led him to pur-
fue fome meafures, which werc inconfitent in the views of our Gov-
" erument : This caufed a difference of opinion among the citizens ;
But as yct, no party diftinétions appeared in the Union—each fpake
frecly his fentiments on public meafurcs.

AT length Genet, in addition to his public fun&ions, became a rival
with M1 King, then a Senator in Congrefs from New-York, in the

. affeé@ions of a young Lady. A politician would little fufprct that

this would affect the government of our country ; but Mr. King,
frung with all that fharp refentinent which arifes from difappoint.
meut, was detcrmined on revenge, both on the perfoual charadter of
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Genet, and the nation he reprefinted.®  This canfed an afperity &-
mong their refpeive friends, and may be confidered as the firf
appearance of any regular party combiuations in our country-

AsouT this time the Britith made an wnprovoked attack on our
commeree, which called for an extra miflion to England. Mr. King
ufed his influence in faver of his colleague, Mr- Jay, who was one of
hiy party, and fucceeded, The effedts of the treaty which Mr, Jay
formed are well known tousall 5 it ipread the divifion throngh the Un-
ion, & cach party became jealous of the motives of the other, info-
mnch that Wathington found himifelf in a very critical fituation
with a reluétant hand, aficr many days’ meditation, he figned the in-
firument, and at the fame time exprefied his fentiments on it in thefe
wards, It is pregnant with events.” This fanction naturally ranked
him among what is called the federal party,\thoug'h wifdom, in his
fituation, could not ditate otherwife ; but Wathington was not to be
duped by party attachments ; he lamented that they exifted ; he
would gladly bhave brought about an union of publtc fentiment, but
this, he found impofiible ; public charaéters were fo jnterefted jn both
parties, that a coalition could not be effected-

T s oppofcrs of the federal party zealoufly advocated the rights of
the people, and purfued thofe meafures that were calculated to fecure
them. The federal party naturally took oppofing meafures-+ They
have even carried it fo far, that in fome of the Statesy a federal Legifla-
ture would not trufl the people avith certain privileges which they bad
enjoyed, and aithout any jformality fecured them in their own bands.
Wafliington faw the refpective grounds they had taken, and well
knew the confequences ; he weil knew that there were many, high in
office, whofe minds ¢ foared above the dull purfuits of civil life,”” and
felt a peculiar anxiety for the fate of his country  After all he had
done by way of precept and example, he would add his benedichon
on his country, like the patriarchs of old on their children ; knowing
that the laft words of one that we eftecem will long be remembered.
In his farewell addrefs he expreffes the moft fervent love for his coun-
try, and fcems to be endowed with more than human forefight ; he
warng us againft the fatal effeéts of local prejudices, and party diffen~
fions.  Mofes, in the laft month of his ]ife, when endowed with di»

"*9‘2" his is a natuml pa/ ton-—=See Elem. of Grit- Vol. 1. (,apt 2. Part
I- dec. §

t+ Sa true is thisy thnt they call heir oppofers .DEMOCRA‘I‘S, even to this
dryy Ly avay of conteniple
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vine commuaications, did not more particularly warn the children of
Ifiael againft thofe very fins they would commit, than Wafhington,
in his addrefs, thole very evils which have fince taken place a.
mong us-

THis may be confidered as appropriate to the ohje@ for which we
are convened 3 this day calls on us to enter into the fpirit, of freedom,
review ¢ the times that tried men’s fouls,”* gratefully remember the
patriots of our country, and confider thofe meafures which have been

purfued' by. government to the prefent time, that we migit know
whether the {pirit of the revolution is alive amongft us .

WasHINGTON was fucceeded by Mr. Adams, who highly compli-
meuted his predeceffor, and very juftly too, that it was a fource of
confolation that he was living, and that he could enjoy the benefit of*
his counfcl. Prefident Adams entered into office in a troublefome
time, but was flill more wnfortunate in being furrounded by counfel-
lors of corrupt minds. Thefe men put themfclves at the head of their
- party, and under the pretence of a high refpec for the honor of their
' country, were aiming at a monarchial fyftem. This oftenfible patri-
otifm was defigned to blind the eyes of the people, till they could acw
complifh their object ; for they well knew that a very large part even
of their own party, were well wifhers to the liberties of their country.

Ia this they fo far fucceeded that, for a long time, Prefident Adama
did not appear to be fenfible of it.

AT‘ this time the French followed the example of the Britith, and
annoyed our commerce : Hamilton, Pickeljing and others detcrmined
that this fhould be a watch-word to bring about their object- Hamil-

;ton forcibly advocated, before the Prefident, the importance of join-
ing England in eftablithing the Bourbon family ; but it appears that
the Prefident did not enter into his views ; he chofe rather to fend an
Embalffy vo France to accommodate the difficulties. This the federal
leaders calgculated to render ineffetual, by ufing every mean put into
their hands, which they did to their fatisfa¢tion : knowing that it was
neceflary to keep up this national difcord, to blind the eyes of the
people of our country, to their real objet- They attempted to af-
fright the people, from a fenfe of the danger of an invafion from
France, and urged the importance of raifing an army to repel fudden
danger ; this having fucceeded, the Prefident gave the conunand to

General W uihmgton, which was a joy to all pa.rtxes buta few defign-
mg men.
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BuT as Hamilton ftood high in office under Wathington, he was
determined to cxecute his plan. e would wifh to know the firength
of lis party, and rivet their minds as ftrong as poffible in the caufe,
To thisend he introduced the famous dlack corkade, as a badge of par«
ty diftinéttion. This enabled him to obtain the knowledge he defir-
ed- Now he confidered things about ripe fo. his purpofe. He cal--
led a fecret council of the moft leading characters of the federal party
to meet at Trenton, New-Jerfey, where the heads of- departmenta
then were: At this meeting he opened his mind with refpe to do-
meftic meafures ; he propofed that the Prefident fhould be chofen for
life by the Senate, and the office huedltaxy in his family ; and that
the Senate be chofen for life:  The principal arguments he ufed were,
that public meafures would be more ftable and dignified ; that fre-
quent eleétions kept the publi¢c mind in continual agitation ; and that
this would prevent elettioneering defigns on the people. In addition
to this, there was an army ready at band to effe it without much

difficulty. |

THERE was, however, one obftacle anticipated asin the way ;
‘Wathington had fuch an -afoendancy over the minds of all parties,
that nothing could.be done without him ; he muft, by fome mean,
be brought into their views ; but, fortunate for our country, W ath-
wngton was yet a friend to her liberties : The monfter was therefore
obliged to hide his head for the prefent. The followi mg extract €rom
William Cobbett, a diftinguithed federal printer, when in this country,
may fuffice :® ¢ To this aflembly, unfortunately for us, was called
a certain cautious Chief, whofe approbation was, by tome, thought
abfolutely neceflary. He was, as ufual, for flow circumf{peéive meaf-
ures, and could not be brought to fee the necc{lity of an immediate
rupture with IFrance, a coalition with Britain, or the propriety cf in-
troducing an hereditary Chief Magiftrate, againtt the fenfe ‘of the Re-
publicans. But the old gentleman, [Mr. Hamiltor] and fome others,
thought it abfolutcly neceffary to yield toit becanfe no fcheme of fuch
magnitude could be accomplithed without his approbation.”’{ Hap-~
py for our country, ¢ Wathington, the cautious Chief, could not be
brought into their meafures.”” «If thofe projeéts had been attempted,
foreign and civil wars, with all their horrors, would have been the
confequence.”’ |

HamiLToN and his affociates did not give up the proje@ ; they

-

* Rufb Light, No. 6-

t I hazard a conjedure that Prefident Adams was not at this meet-
,,.ng See bis lettery dated Quincy, May 2, 1808-
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only deferred it for the prefent. Pickering remonfirated in a very
{pirited manner, when Mr. Adams refolved to fend an Embafly, the
fecond time, to France—he faid ¢ it would be ftooping on our knees
to them.”” By this time, Mr. Adams was convinced of their objed 3
he difmiffed Pickering from office, and difbanded his army. Thefe
men, with their peculiar adherants, fired by difappointment and fil-
led with envy, ftrove to ruin Mr. Adams’ charaéter, as the only way
to eftablifh their own. Thus Mr. Adams clofed his adminiftration,
contending with thefe new difcovered enemies to our country,

Mr. Jefferfon fucceeded Mr. Adams in the Prefidency ; the
famé who penned the Declaration of Independence : He was well
qualified for the office, and efpecially to meet thefe new difcovered
eneries to Mr- Adams : He confronted all their defigns with peculiar
firmnefs, though they accufed him of cowardice, treachery, and al-
moft every other crime.  Malice aimed at him 23 the calumny which
the ingenuity of difappointment could invent. He oppofed them
with a truly ingenuous and honeft mind—with filent contempt : By
which he convinced the world, that he was fuperior to his enemies,
and was juftly deferving the chara&er of a Philofopher. He difcharg-
ed his duty as Prefident to fuch general fatisfaction, that towards the
clofe of his fecond term of ele@ion, the Legiflatures of fifteen States
addreflfed him with a requeft, that he would fuffer himfelf to be a can-
didate for a third eleftion ; but power, with all its flatteries, could
net!empt him to forget the example of his predeceffor, or be the firft
to make a precedent that might be fatal to his country. He, there-
fore, with true patriotifm, as a faithful guardian of our liberties, nas
bly declined- |

Towarps the clofe of his adminiftration, an unforefeen, and cons
fequently an unexpeéted event tcok place, which has taught us an ime
portant leffon ; that many among us, who in the days of profperity
will highly appreciate the liberties of our country, when unfortunate
cccurrences take place, or public meafures affec their private intery
eft, though of necefiity, they are ready to rife up and curfe the Gov~
ernment of the land ; who, like the children of Ifracl, when they had
turned their backs on flavery, and found they had to endure fome
privations before they could be eftablifhed asa nation, looked back
on Egypt, and remembered their pottage, their lecks and onions, as
fweet things, rather to be defired than their liberty. Such refilefs
Ipirits are as ¢ unftable a8 water” toffing to and fro.

T'ue Britith and French nations had hitherto made encroachmernts
on our rights ; they perceived we wegé difpofed to endure, ratheg
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than contcnd, which emboldened them to contimue their aggreffions ¢
Atlength they feemed equally determined to {fee how far they could
intrude on our rights, before we would be in carneft to defend them.
Their orders & decrees had completely deprived us of our right to the
ocean, that high-way of all nations, and to add a finifhing ftroke to
their infults, the Britifh ordered that we fhould not trade with any
other nation not dependent on them, without firft entering their ports,
and paying an extra duty for the privilege: This {enfibly affected
every member in the departments, except the fycophants to Britith
allurements-

GovERNMENT now began to feel the fpirit of the revolution-work-
ing in their hearts, and were determined to make oppofition on the
fame principles: It was not the paying a few cents on a gallon of
fpirits or a pound of tobacco, that called for this energy of government,
but principle that alarmed them- If the Britifh wereallowed to exercife
this affumed power, they might juft as well take every other right
from us. The crifis was now formed, which called on us, either o
fubmit to foreign control, or make a ftruggle for our awn fovereignty-.
Our Government thoo.ght it beft to withdraw from the ocean for
the prefent, in hopes that an event would foon open for an adjuft-
ment, confiftent with our r:ghts as a natwn ; in confequence, they'
lard an embdrgo on our thipping.

Now was a very favorable time for the enemies of our country to
exert themfelves : they remembered tL.at Burr, withall his intrigués,
could not effe his defigns in time of peace ; but now, when the na-
tion was in commotion, there were fome hopes that it might be ac
complifhed. Accordingly the fame Pickering, who was leagued‘ once
with Hamilton, now boldly vindicated the caufe of Britain, It is
barely poffible, that, after being in the fccret councils of Rofe, the of-
tenfible Britifh Minifter, but evidently a fpy, he may think they had
¢ done us no effential injury.’”” But fuch a man, whether deluded or
corrupted, ought never to be trufted.

SE1Z2ING this opportunity, favorable to delufion, the Legiflatures of
fome of the States refolved that the laws of the Union were not bind-
ing on them. Emiffaries went forth, both of facred and equivocal
characters, to found the alarm, and convince the people that it would
be beft for thefe Eaftern States to withdraw from the Union, and join
Canada as a Britifh Province: When fedition thus boldly thewed
its hideous head, Mr, Adams, a former Prefident, ftill retaining a love
for his country, felt it a duty to have recourfe to the labors of his pen

to correct errors, vindicate bis own charaéter, and counteract the de«
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figns of thofe men, ¢ who fucked in with their mothers® milk” an
inveterate prejudice againft the liberties of our country.

Tu'EsE labors muft be ever efteemed by every friend to his country,
efpecially when he confiders the motives which directed his pen, and
the timely feafon in which they appeared.

GovERNMENT, in making a ftand agwnit thefe unjufifiable - en-
croachments, found they had domeftic as well as foreign intrigues to
encotuinter ; bitt the firmnefs with which they purfued their objeét of
redrefs, prepared , the way for overtures favurable to our rights on the
ocean- Soon affer Mr. Madifon was indued into office, the Britifh
- Minifter made fome propofals for a fettlemert, which we hope in
time will be realized-* ‘This at once defeated the projeét of thefe
leaders of fedition : But to divert the public eyey if pofiible, from be-
holding their charaéters in a juft light, they have affc@ed greatly to
admire Mr. Madifon, and anathemife Mr. Jefferfon, that man who
was faithful and perfevering in the caufe of his country, and who, like
~ an honeft man, has rfiow retired from public cares to enjoy the endear-
ments of private life.+

Mr. Mapison, T truft inherits the virtues of his predeceflors, and
though he has beén attacked with the poifon of adulation, his hon-
eft hieart and difcerning mind, will ever bé ready to adminifter an anti-
dote, and never fuffer them to lead him from the fuicteft path of
patriotic duty.

. ¢ ‘The rights of freemen claim thy gliardi'ém care,
¢ Thon fon of frecdom, thou, the adopted heir,
“ Thy adoption prize, nor lct it e’er be fold,

“¢ The truth for falfchood, for the beft of gold.
* Thine be the tafk continu ftill the toil,

“ o pluck the tares and egrors from our foil,

“ The whcat to gather to thy father’s barn, ||

* To bind the tares ‘u bundles for to burn.

“ Your vigilance we truft, no doubt‘ bave we,
 Our freedom’s eertain, when we look to thec.
* Truth thou art, freedom, life ; tyrant a lie,
¢ Which once believ’d, or felt freedom will die.

L
[~ " . . ' e

*‘ ’ . .

.' Since the delivery of thisy ave are forry to find that thefe bopes are
not Jo promifing as avas andicipated. .

t A fingle citizen avko bas Javed bis country is avorth a bundred theue
Sand others. | ‘ Zamm-

migi}"f’;ﬁfzi‘”dﬂﬁm laid for a Lappy adjufiment under the former ad-
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B “ 'i‘hm tree of life we'll taﬂ:c, our right’s our due,

« Fau?:hood we've overcome by truft in you 3
« The truth, the wheat, thus {ever'd by thy beed,
« Shall yxcld the rlcbe('t blcﬂings, fweet indeed,

« The higheft blifs ¢’en charity, we'll prove

« The worth of hbcrty, 'tis life, ’tis love :

& The fair reward thy labers thus will find

¢ The feaft of love, in haviny bleft mankind.” “ |

THus,' we have taken a curfory view of the feéolﬁﬁoﬁ,’ and of the
admnmftratnon of government fince ; through which we find a fuffi-
cient numbcr of faithful friends to the liberties of our country to de-
fend and fupport them, and as yet, virtue and dlfcerntIient among the
people, to clearly fee and properly. guard againft the mtrlgues of ambi-
ticus and unprmcxpled men. Tho’ fome of the States are overwhelmed
with the torrent of deluﬁon, the body of the peoplé through the union
remain unfhaken ; they ftill adhere ‘® thq firft principles that led
them to triumph over oppreffion.  That individual frecdom which
the conftitution of our Jnd guarantees, puts it into the power of the
reftlefs part of the community to abufe their own liberties and fome-
times eVen difturb thdt of the public ; hence we mu{t expect that
oppoﬁtxon will anfe, and mtngues be practlced agamft this fair fabric
of American freedom. ‘This has exifted, and we muft expect it will
exift; till her laftre fhall fade and liberty be fwallowed up in ty:-anny.
There ever will be men of am‘bltxous minds, who are feeking for prefer- ,
ment, and when they have obtained it by the fuﬂ’x ages of the people,
will feek to have it eftablithed on 4 more permarent fecurity, thar
that of periodical popular ele®ions

HenCE a free people ought to be conftantly on their guard- Itis
their duty to be watchful over their rulers, and make a juft difcrimi-
pation bttWCCH him who ferves his country, and himwho ferved him-
fcIf. They fhould weigh well the chara®er of thofe, dn whom they
- ¢onfer their offices of honor and truft ; for in this truly one funér

deffrogeth much good-

THERE is one errot into which, freemen are toc apt fo fafl, and
againft which they ought to carefully guard ¢ When perfons are pre-
fented, as proper candidates for preferment, the people are too much
prone to conﬁder him, the moft chglble, who makes the greateft buf-
tle. Thcy too oftén conclude that vehement declarations, and a ﬁry
2eal for the caufe, are fure marks of 4 true patrxot whercas, fuch
are the moft dangerous men that can be named- Of this, we may be
convinced in fome of our ele&ions that are paft: Men, who are fir-
ed with ambition; more than patriotifa will always be zealous. Such
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men are exceedingly given to change. Ifthey begin well we know not’
where they will end : And befides, he whois thus warmly cngaged;
may fpoil the beft caufe ; he will be inconfiderate in his meafures and
his arguments will ot have the weight on the hearers, like one,
who is fedate and firm. L |

~ THaT man 'muft be the moft eligible, who does not feek preferment
with eagernefs, who can bear it without being exceedingly elevated,
and who cari retire from office, when the voice of the people cally
without his feelings being foured with difappointment.
In fhort, he, who can copy the example of our beloved father of

his country, who was willing to rife only by the merit, that others
difcovered in him, and equally pleafed to ferve, or be ferved, as hislot -
might be, or the will of the people migat place him. To this, we
thould add, as proper in a candidate for office, a virtuous mind, and
an irreproachable chara&er # knowing that virtue only exalteth
a nation, and the want of an attention to this, may give too much oc-
~ cafion far our good intentions to be evilly fpoken of. Affociate thefe
qualities in him, on whom you would confer your {uffrage, and you
may be refpected through your reprefentation in the eouncil of the na-
tion, befides ;ou can place the higheft confidence in him you can in
'ny. For the want of thefe in the perfon you elect, he may be engaged
i violating the facred lawsof God and man, or he may oblige his con-
ftituents to fpend their time (which might be better employed) in read-
ing the vagaries of a fruitful imagination.

So long as the people poflfefs virtuous hearts and difcerning
minds we may hope that they will appoint faithful guardians of the
liberties of our country- Should the great body of the people become
generally corrupted, liberty would fly from this, her peaceable abode,
and leave the world to the flavery of defpotifin- But we hope better
‘things, though wethus fpeak. ¢ Remember united Columbia is the
laft hope of the world.” Here freedom has fixed her peaéecblc habi.
- tation while the reft of the world is diftracted by the moft dreadful
convilfions. Let us rethember the fubje is important ; we are act-
ing ndt only for ouriclves, but for the rifing generation, and even thofe
that are yet unborn, - Let us be faithful to preferve our liberties,
that thofé, who come after us, may attune their hearts in praife to
our patriotifm.

WE need the more to be guarded, when we confider, that our libs

erties are envied by the world. There is not a potentate in Lurope,



[ 18]

but who would be glad to fec fome pevfon, whofe {pitit foars above
thr: dull purfuits of civil life” ere@ a throne within thefc States, and
reign with a monarch’s fway,  Wonder not then, if intrigues of every
kind are practiced on ue. It therc be attemgprs to draw us into an
alliance with one of the powers of Europe, that our liberty may be
loft in its fraternal ‘embr\aces-' Let us then be ever ready to cultivate
peace, and honett friendthip with all nations, but enter inte entang-
ling alliances with none.  Let us maintain our independence with
independent minds. ~--Let us cherith in our breafts the fpitit of thofe,
who achicved us this precious inheritance we enjoy. The remem- .
brance of the valor which encircled the brows of our anceftors with
never fading lauccls, is a perpetual memorial and an uncealing incite=
ment to us, that we fhould do nothing unworthy the name ; that we
fhould efteem ourfelves able to maintain it in all its priftine luftre-
If we would imitate the virtues of our progenitors, if we would ap-
proach near to their rerown, if we would revive their great ,aqd gloris
ous days, we muft be mindful of our origin, and of the duties it im-
pofes on us; we muft keep our anceftors in view as our bright exams=
ple; we muft rieyer look on their senown as an inheritance, which we
may enjoy in indolence ; never indulge in that impatient and jealous
pride, which fuggefts that all muft yield to a name of glory, and
which is irritated at the preference prefent merit chtains over former
~worth, It is then that-our fathers live again in their defcendants ; their
mofs-grown cenotaphs and ancient trophies feem to rife before us ;
the guardian genii of our nation are feen fupporting in the air the
fhades of the illuftrious founders of our fame; and enraptured by
this pleafing vifion every heart and hand is united in the ardent purfuit
of honor, and every foul blazes with true patriotifm.”

AEp by this, we may realife what we oyght to be, and duly eftj-
mate the bleffings of a free government ; and wounld we be defirous of
maintaining it, we muft not abufe the privileges put into our hands ;
we muft not abufe them by conferring our fuffrage on an unworthy
pcrﬁn, who is not a1eal friend to his country ; nar, neglect the
right of fuffrage- If we do not attend to thg elections of the people,
we deprive ourfelves of an important privilege, and- we may deprive
the ftate of one to rule over us, who otherwife would be the choice
of the people- By thus neglecting | our duty, ruin may come on us,
when we are not aware, and cfpeéially. ina day when ambitious men
gre friving Lo monopolize power, at the espene of the liberties of the

I
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cople.  While we are faithful to improve the privilqgeo we enjoy,
we may juftly hope they will be preferved unimpaired 3 which if ncg-
lcé’ted we muft not wonder if they ave taken from us by the ulurp-
ing haml of ambttnon

Wouw we become ufeful citizens, underftand the nature of afree
governmcnt, and live conformable to it, we muit mncmbcr, that tha
ﬁrlt ftep towards it is fclf—government, tor the baﬁs of all true pat-
riotifm is founded on pnvatc virtue.

HAvmc this for 1ts bafis, our government will ftand amidft all the
cvolutnons, that are in the world. Dt us then practice it ourfelves,
and teach it to our chxldren, in hopes that generations yet unborn

may know from expericnce what bleflings we enjoy- Let us join our
umtcd cﬁ'orts to fupport the government of our land, and humbly im-
plorc hzm, who holds in his hand the deftmies of nations, that our
guvemmcnt may not be corrupted nor our confitution limited till
the time fhall come, when he whofe rtght it is to rule the natxona

in righteguinefs, fhall claim the univerfal fway over the whole earth,

—~o0o0oe (0loceqde—~



A PSALM,
SUNG ON THE OCCASION,

Altered from WATTS,

TO thee, moft holy and moft high,
We render thanks, and fing thy praxfc 3
Thy works declare thy name i3 mgh, /
Thy works of wonder and of grace: -

‘To bondage doom’d thy freeborn fons,
Behold their foes indignant rife ;
And fore opprefs’d by earthly thrones,
;fA,ppeal’d to him who rules the ﬂciés. |

Then, 'mghty God, thh equal powcr
Arofe thy vengeance and thy grace,
‘To drive their legions from our thore,

And I"avg the men that fought thy fa_cé:,

Let haughty princes fink their pride,
Nor [ift fo high their fcornful head
But lay theirimpeous thoughts afide,
And own thc powers that God bath made,

Such honors never come by chance,
Nor do the winds promotion blow ;
‘But God the judge doth once advance,
*Tis he that lays anoter law- B

No vain pretence to royal birth,
Shall raife a tyrant to tlie thronc 3
Th’ impartial Sovereign of the earth,
'Will make the rights of men be knowns

His hand will yet uphold the juft,
And whilft he tramples qg the proud,
And lays their glory in the duft,

@ur lips fhall fing his praifes loud.
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Dh, may ths time roll {wiftly on,
‘When peace and harmony fhall reign ;
When direful wars no more are knpwg-
Aud all refpect the nghts of men. "

—~OCOOROSER—
AN ODE,

FOR THE SAME.

ONCE more, on freedom’s hallow ’d day,
Columbx ’s fons rejoice 3
Once more we join the feftive lay,
And tune our grateful voice: -

Come ye who love the fmiling tram,
That meets throughout this land ;
Wlth one accord adopt the ﬁram,
And let our joys expand.

Hail Independence ! Joyous hour,
That gave true hberty,

Unloos’d the gr afp of Br mfh power,
And fpokc a nauon free. |

Columbia feit th’ infpiring {hock,
' & et trembled, ull fhe faw
Her empire fqanded on a rock
Of government and law

See diftant Afia hound in chains }
See Afric’ funk in gloom !

See Europe bleed st all her veins,
While armieg throng the tcmb |}

While here {weet peace maintains her ftand,

Here plenty fpreads her cisrms,
And Madifon now rules this land,

Whic'i once was fay’d by arms.
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Come, then, and let us all rejoice,
Nor fear a tyrant’s rod ;

Let ’s join to blefs, with heart and voice,
Columbia’s guardian God.

And while we drink the fiream that flows’
- To cheer the freeborn mind ;

Let’s drop a tear for foreign wees,’

And pray for all mankind.




