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AN OR AT 10 N.

i‘ \' HERETFORE, I'cllow Citizens, arc we

alfembled ?  Let every heart echo the anfwer——
We are affembled to commemorate the Birth Day
of the Independence of the United States of Ameti.
ca—to offcr up, on the alar of Liberty, the in-
cenfe of I'recinen—and to 1cnew our refolutions to
deferve our privileges fo long as they are charicr-
cd to us by Hcaven, In this cmployment, and
on this day, we unite with thoufandsand hundreds
of thoufands of our fcllow citizens from tne river
St. Croix to the Miflifippi.

Tt gratitude of a fice people, is an oblation
that the miniftering Angels of Iieaven will with
plealure bear ro the throne of Hun who {ways the
fceptre of the univerfe!

No people on carth have morercafon to rejoice
than the citizens of America.  The Conftitution of
cach State, and the Supreme Charter of the Na-
tion, arc the refult of the collefled wildom of the
Fathers of our L.and. The fiee fuflrages of mil-
lions elefled them to the arduous work. Under
the fintles of Providence, their deliberations  pro-
duced Conftitutions that have becn fanctioned by
your adoption, atteaded with the accomplifliment
of that political happinels they contemplated, and
followed with the admiration of a world.

Tur~, my fellow citizens, to the pages of our
hiftory, frcm the firlt efforts of the Britifh govern.
ment to lord it over usy to that eventful period

when
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when the Congrels of Uaited America aflumed a
tation high to the view of gazing nations, appealed
22 the Supreme Judge of the world for the reflitude
ofth¢irintcnlions,andI'olcmnly publifhedanddeclar.
cd, that tnefe thenunited colonies were, and of right
ought to be, FRE®R AND INDRPENDENT STATES.
The events of that period are (il frefh in the mem-
ories of you, my Jathers; the recollelion of which
cven at this momenty, muft excite emotions that lan.
guage cannot exprefs.—Liberty or Slavery were
the alternauves of the day, You can look back
and fee this then irfant country, comparativcly
{pcaking, withoutarmy, navy,difcipiine, or ftrength,
firuggling with uncxampled heroifin againft the

wealth, power, navy, and veteran armies of one ol
the moft powerful nations in Europe. You can

remember the hazardous fituation of every thing
dear to you—the loud, the continual call for me,
money, provilions, and clothing, when you:i re.
{ources were fearcely adequate to your own fubfift-
ence. The dinofarms, and the groans of flaugh.
tered brethren and fons, {till vibrate in your ecars,
and harrow up your fouls, Amidft all thele dif-
trefles, thanks to the Gad of Armies, the encrgy of
your hearts remained unimpaired : And Congrefs,
the organ ofthe country, undifmayed with the {ur-
rounding {cenes of carnage and deflruftion, caught
the clarion of fame, and on the fourth day of July,
feventecn hundred and feventy-fix, proclaimed
to the nauons of the earth the INpDEPENDENCE OF
Axarica. The found reached Eartn’s remoteit
corners : Kingdoms and Empires lovked on with
aftonithment. A people, {carcely recognized 1n
hiftory, refifting, 1n defence of their liberties, with
morc than Koman prowels, the united arms of
England, Scotland, and Ireland—-when the hand of
oppicilion, armed with accumulated vengcance,

was
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was jult ready to crufh them—rifing with cool, de.
termined refolution on to the theatre ol pations,
and declaring themfelves fice and independent—
was a {petlacle never hefore exhibited to the view
of the world.  The Supreme Arbiter of Nations
ratificd the deed, flamped it with his almighty fiat,
and depofited the glorious declaration in ‘the ar-
chives of lHeaven,

Tue limits of this addrefs preclude a particu.
lar deleription of thofe interefling events that fuc.
ceeded the declaration of independence, and end-
cd in the confummation cf our withes.  ‘The lifto.
ry of thofe events can never be too »ften recolletl«
¢d, ‘J'o everv American they fhould be familiar,
I’arents {hould recite them to their children: And
in every [chool they fhould conftitute a part of the
cxcrciles.  'T'hen fhould we realize our obligations
to [{im who fitteth upon the Throne of the Uni-
veife : Then would our children grow up with a
knowledge ot the value of their rights and privi.
leges. andin ftrains of piety exclaim, e fave
heard with our carsy, 0 God, our fathers have tcld us
uhat thow didflan thear deysy in the times of ol l.

Tt heartof every American mufl palpitate
with trembling gratitude, when hérecolletts how of-
ten Providence appeared to aftord us its {pecial in-
terpofition from the commencement of our revolu-
tion o the prefent period.  Can ye, who were ac-
tors in the all-important drama, recollett without
cmotion that Georcr Wasuinceton had his ene-
mics 1n Congrels, and was preferved in command
by little lefs than a miracle. at a moment when the
fate of Amecrica appeared 10 be {ufpended upon
his gentns and 1clources P—Recolle€t that fame
Geowcr Wasnincron Hymng through the  Jer.

5
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feys before a triumphant encmy, with the remains
of an army—reduccedtoa handlul of men—worn
out with fatigne—futlcring for every neceflary—
and bleeding at every flep~fuddenly rallving his
little band of fellow {ufterers—inlpiring them with
new life and heroifm—turning back, and ruthing
hke lightming upon the numerous legions of Britain
—conquering a very confiderable number—and
ftriking terror into the whole.  Recollett thele
events, fellow cittzens, and you muft adopt the
language of infpiration, Jf it had not been the Lord
who was on our fide, now may Ifrael fay If it had
not been the Lord who was on owr fidey, when men rofe
up agavaft vs: Then they had fwallowed us up quicky
when their wrath was kindled againfl us,

Tnese inftances of the interpofition of Provi.
dence were hut a preface to thofe that followed,
Whence arole that fpirit of enterprize, that con.
tempt of dangcer, that martial ardar, which led the
coluinns of New Hampfhire to the heights of Ben.
nington ¢ The fixicenth day of Auguft, feven-
teen hundred and feventy-feven, will be forever
memorabie in the records of Columbia. Undifci-
plined valor, armed with mufquctry only, amidft
clouds of duft ang {moke, and under the opprel-
fion of a fervid fun, oppolcd and triumphed, twice
in the fame day, overthe veterans of Furope, {up-
ported with aruliery. Corles of flaughtered heroes
covered the fields of battle, and bore teflimony to
tnc perfevering courage of vittors and vanquifhed.
The laurels won in the battles of Benningtor, will
bloom as long as hereifm commands applaufc,

Tris unexpefted effort and fuccefs was all-
important in its confequences.  Army after army
ol e firfl troopstheat Kurope could aflord, foon be-

CaInc
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came captives toour arms,  Their diltipline and
firength yiclded, under Providence, to the 1fpmt
and cncrgy of men fighting four liberty, Irance
and Spain found it for their interclt 1o crofs the
Atlantic, and affit us with fleets and armies.
l11caven, too, raifcd us friendsin the veiy bofom
of Great Britain, who cxerted all their powers 1o
put a period to our diftrefles. At length, afteran
cight years war, the Independence of thefe United
States was acknowledged by our enemies, and the
glad tidings of eace were proclaimed. The di-
plomatic abilities ofan Apansand a Jav, obtain.
ed us fuchterms in the Defimtive Treaty as were
highly important and advantageous, notwithftand.
ing the machinations of France to the contro:y,

Tue four or five fucceeding years convinced
us, that the forms of Government, devifed 10 the
hour of danger, and upon the Ipur of uvccafion, an-

fwered their end {o long as common danger creat-
ed comamon iieret.  When that caule cealed to

operate, the interefs of different States, fituated in
almofl every degree of climate, began to clafh.
The arm of Government was nervelefs. Congrefs
could only recommend.  And feveral of the moll
wealthy dtates in the Unton availed themfelves of
the inefhciency of Government, and refufed to
make their contributions to its fupport. Com.
merce ftagnated: Agriculture languithed: The
people feltthe calamity without knowing its origin :
They found themfelves in debt to one another,
and to their refpe&live Governments, without abili-
ty to obtain rclief : And to complete the diflrell-
ing {cene, fome of the people, in fome of ihe
States, inconfiderately rofe in rcbellion to their re-
{petlive Governmenis, Thefe partial rebellions
werc thep confidered as the frowns of Heaven.

The
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The philofophic Chriftian now views them as the
events which enforced upon every refle@ing mind
the neceflity of an energetic National Goyernment
~as the events which led to the formation of that

* Federal Conftitution, under which we now cnjoy
1he greateft national bleflings,

T e novelty of parts of the Federal Conflitu-
tion alarmed many of our beft difpofed citizens.
1t was the molt iinportant experiment cthat a nation
could make ; and, as it was impoflible for every
man to forefee all its operation, it was but natural
that its adoption fhould be oppofed. But the ef-
forts of our wileft citizens fucceeded : The Con-
ftitution was adopted : And its operation has jufli-
fied its warmefl advocates, andconverted the zeal of
oppofition to s {fupport. Here again we were
highly favored of Heaven! The annals of mankind
do not furnifh an inflance, before this, of a great

people deliberately devifing a2 form of Govern.-
ment—coolly dilcuffing 'it's feveral parts—and fi-

nally adopting and carrying it into exccution with-
out force or violence, The foundation of all other

Governments in the world had been laid in the
blood of thoufands !

Georcr WasnincTton was fiill preferved to
prefide at the head of our new Government—or.
ganize its adminiftration——and give it fuch a direc-
tion as fhould beft promote the intereft and happi.
nefls of the nation without difaffcEting the people,
His labors have been attended with aftonifhing fuc-
cefs. Wonderful Hero! Magnanimous Prefi-
dent! By jour arms, under God, you have giv-
en liberty to a nation—by your wildom, the enjoy-
ment of that liberty is fecured to millions!

S0
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. Soimportant, fo interelling have been the events
which have 1aken place in this country, that it is
difficult to decide which is of the grecatefit moracent.
The magnitude of thofe thathave been inentioned,
excite wonder and altonifhment. But tholc events,
thole interpofitions of Providence, do not aficét
the mind of the fpeaker fo forcibly as the recollec-
tion of that Revorurion or OrintoN which has
taken place in thefe Siates within a fhornt period.
It is difficult, fellow citizens, to convey in that
concife manner the occafion requires, an ad. quate
idea of the importance of this event,

Nor far from the time of the efiablilhment of
our Federal Conftitution, France began to afpire
alter freedom  The recolle€tion of the afliflance
we had derived from her fleets and armics, excited
in our breaftsa lively intercft in all her concerns.
We {lopped not to recolleél the motives that induc-
ed the Governinent of France to aliord us that al-
{iltance, or to recollett her efforts 10 alhidge our
rights and privileges at the making of the weaty of
peace.  Frenchmen ftruggling for libertvy were
dear to us: With them we rejoiced-—with them
we wept. ‘Their tnumphs aver tyranny were ccle-
brated throughout America. Their profcilions of
refpel to the true principles of liberty, and ihe
rights of ncatral natons. confirmed our enthufiaflic
attachment. Dut=~as foon as they had obuain-
cd that iberty for which they at fudt contended,
their luft of domination

Grew with their growth and ftrength’red with their flrenprh,

and we foon found them giving the lie to their pro-
feflions, and excrcifing the worll of tyrannics as far
as thetr power extended. Every exeriion was made
~-we thudd:r at the recital==to prepaie the minds

B of
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of their own people to outrage humanity, defpife
cvery thing like morality, and pour contempt up-
on Almighty God. ‘T'hcfe objeéls effeled, no atty ars
hointrigue, no ¢ diplomatic fkill” was left unprac.
ttfed, itit, to amufe and flatter the mafs of pcople
in other nations with their friendlhip, falcinaie
them with the founds of liberty, cquality, and (he
rights of man, and render them diflatisficd with
their confintuted authorites: They then declared
war, as they pretended, againft the Governments—
preceded their armies with hine-wrought, artful ad«
drefles to the common people againlt whom they
were marching—corrupted the military that oppol-
cd them=-fowed diffenfion inthe Scenates—created
diftrufty difunion. and difmay-—over-run the coun-
trics—and opprefled the wretched inhabitants with
the moft crucl exattions,  Too late the poor delu d-
ed vittims of French duplicity found their Gove
cinments and antient privileges deflroyed, their
property defpoiled and gone, and themfelves and
hitle ones at the mercy of an armed banditti. Thus
fell Holland, Geneva, Switzerland, and the Italian
States. Thusthefe marauders intended to attack,
over.run, and cnflave America. ‘I'hey commenc-
cd their attack with the moft infidious attempts to
draw the public opinion to their views and interefils.
French philolophy was propagated every where;
thie bafis of which 1s, that man by natwre is good,
and that all gcvernmental reftraints are fo many im-
pediments in the paths of virtue.  Upon this theme
their writers and miflionaries dwelt with rapture,
and many of our firft charatters were for a time
led away with the delifion ; the evident defign of
which was to create rifaftettion to the exilting
(Government, 1n order that they might with the
greater factlity fubjugate the country, ‘T'he apofllcs
of this new philolopby faid and did cvery lh}ing
thcy
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lhcy could devife, to detach the afletlions of the
people of thele States from their Government, and
their confidence fiom their men in oflice. ot
this purpofe, focicties in almoll cvery State were
cretled, organized, and rendeied aflive: A regiis
Jar corrcfpondence was had: And their jaint cf-
forts were direQced to the deftruttion of the beautis
ful fabric of our National Government, and ithe

rollration of our country at the fect of France, 1o
Facilitn.w the exccution of their deligns, they had
on their Lide the ingenuous gratitude of ithe Amer-
ican people: They had, too, the weaknefles, pre-
judices, and vices of human nature,  All diforgan.
1izers- 3ll needy adventurers, all demagogues, and
all difcontented peifons, enlifted under their bana
ners: And thoufands and thoufands of well difpofa
ed citizens were carricd away with the torrentof
opinion, and became inimical to the work of their

own hands. Inpurfuanccolihe fame yitem, France
at the time molt favorable toher views began her

depredations upon our commcerce, and had the
citrontery to charge ker aggreflinnsto the mifcon.
dutt and ariftocracy of our own Government,
Thus our fearsand avarice were wrought upon to
make usdilciples of I'rench politics.  A¢ that perio
od; thefe United States flood ugo ilie brink of defiruc.
on. “THUS rarR SHALT TLHOU GOy AND NO
FARTHER, faid that fame Providence which had
hercrofore {o oficn protetied America. GEokce
Wasnincton {truck a deadly blow at thefe felf-
created {ocicties—tholc hot-beds of political poi-
fons. The meafures of an Apaxs tore alunderihe
veil of French hyprocrify, and expoled to the de-
teftauon of the world their intrigue, corruptiony
unprincipled ambition, and infernal plans.  Ths
wife and good in cvery State rallicd round the al-
tars of their country : Andall the powersol reafon,

ad:! re.{_'s,’.
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aldrefs, and eloquence, were exerted to corredt the
public opinion, and convince the great body of the
peonle of this momentous truth, that there t: no
Guovernment on earth fo favorable to the enjoyment of
rational liberty, and the acquifition and enjoyment of

property, as our own. Blelled be God, the noble
objett has been effe@ed!  'T'ruth has triomphed !

'T'he citizens of thefe United States are now con.
vinced, that French politics were {pecious delu-
fions, and that the real defigns of France were hof.
tile to our liberties and happinefs: And to prove
their converfion to rational philofophy, and ab-
horrence of every thing like French philofophy or
French politicsy they have difmifled nearly all their
public fervants whofe minds were infefled with
French principles, and elefiecd men whofe opin.
1ons, fentiments, and habits, are truly federal, truly
American. Even the Virginia delegation to Con-
grels, which was formerly, with one or two cxcep-

tions, altogether inthe French intereft, has become
renovated'; and ten out of feventeen are now zea-

lous advocates of the caufe of Federali{m.,

Ir, my fellow citizens, we have not been con-
dulled by acloud by day, and a pillar of fire by
night, yect the hand of the Lord has been moft evi.
dently with us: And we are ncw in the quiet pol.
fellion of civil and religious liberty ; our Govern.
ment is {fupported with the pillars of wifdom, mo.
rality and religion; our national charafler com-
mands the refpelt of foreign nations ; our ftarsand
{tripcs wave in every corner of the globe ; our re-
{ources far exceed the requifitions of Government ;
and we live under our own vines and hg trees,
and have none to moleft or make us afraid.

To perpetuate this political happinefs, and tranf-
Imit
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mit it unimpaired to polterity, is a doty incumbent
upon us; the vioiation or necglett of which, mult
call down the vengeance of incenfed Heaven. 1.t
us look at our hiping babes, lct us caft an cye ine
to futurity, and rellett upon the millions yet un.
born, and we muft 1cad our obligations to dilcharge
this duty, in charatters as {trong, and as impreflive,
as were thofe on the two tables of eftimony written
with the finger of Gop upon Mount Sinai. |

ProrerLy toappreciate the bleflings we enjoy,
is the firft leflon we fhould inculcate upon one an.
other, For this purpofe, we arc now aflumbled :
For this purpofe, we fee a body of infantry, and a
corps of cavalry, bothy refpellable and numerous,
voluntarily appearing under arms:  For the famc
purpofe, this day is devoted by thoufandsto feltiv.
ity and joy: And for this purnole, the fourth day
of Fuly fhould be forever confecrated by the Na.
tion at large as a day af Judilee, So long as we
realize the value of our rights and privileges, {o

Jong we fhall preferve a {pint to cherifh and defend
thein,

Tk habits of indufliy, and the defire of gain,
although highly commendable, have a tendency to
detach our feelings and regards from objeéls of a
public nature, and confine all our views and wifhes
to the narrow circle of felf. Hence we fhould at
all times be upon our guard to check this tendency
Hence we fhould, at all times, cultivate general be-

nevolence, public {pirity, and noble fentiments,

GovERNMENTS, like ours, which reit in a pe-
culiar manner upon public opinion, muft always
expell the attacks of fatlion. In every nation,there
arc the difappointed, the ambitious, the ditcontent,

¢d,
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¢d, who can have no hopes of fucceeding in their
wifhes whilft order and equal laws govern the con-
munity. In the convulfions of Government, all
their expetlations centre,  As therefore republics
exill by public opinion; asit is much caficr 1o pre.
judice the public mind, than to dirett it properly ;
it becomes convenient to thefe fattious fpirits to
clamour loudly about real or imaginary abufes of
Governmenty, to revile and calummate men in of-
ficey rob them of the confidence of the people,
con:plain much of mifpence of public money, the
exiravagance of taxes; and, in fhort, to lecave no
meafure untried to {et the current of public opinion
againfl the exilling order of things, and ¢« flop the
wheels of Government.,”  Againit thele difturbers of
{ociety, we fhould frown with indignation, and bear
teflimony to the falfehoud of their mifreprefentas
tions. Silence in this cafe would be a crime.

ComMmon fenfe ditates, that vuir Government
isa Government of our own choice; that the per-
{ons who adminifter it, are the men of our choice s
and that they can have no intereflt {cparate from
that of their conflituents—-of courfe, they are cn-
titled to our confidence, and their mcalures to out

fupport,

It is to be regretted, that fome good men in.
dulge them{clvesin complaints againft the meafures
of Government, without having had the means
fully to inveftigate the reafon and neceflity of thofe
mcafures. Complaints from fuch men, make very
unfavourable impreflions upon the minds of the
weak and ignorant, and unintentionally produce
very mifchicvous efleéts.  Candor and patriotifm
require thofc who live remote from the principal
fouices of information, to be verv cautious in pafl-

ing
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inp cenfure upon mealurces adopted by our Nation.
al Lxecutive or Legiflature,

Uron thefe United States, the eyes of the world
arc fixed, Notone Republic exills on carth, whofe
comincncement was prior to ours, Faélion, difiruft,
difunton, and emud politics, have opened the graves
in which they all lie buried. Ify with all our ad-
vantages, [cllow citizens, we preferve not our pre.
fent Government, rue DISSOLUTION OF THR
AMERICAN REpruBLIC WILL CONSTITUTE AN
EFOCH IN THE ANNALS OF MANKINDy FROM
WHICH WiLL AR DATED THUIR CUNVICTION,
THAT Husman Natuwe aND RevuBrican Co-
VELRMNMENTS ARE ABSOLUTELY INCOMPATINLE,
AND THAL ALL FURCHER ATTEMPTS TO ESTAB:
t1si REPUBLICS WILL BE CHIMERICAL AND

ARSURD.,

Suatrt wey my fcllow countrymen, furnifh to
the wotld the lall proul of human depravity fe—
Shall we difhonor the memories of our flumber-
ing Anceltors ¢ Shall we rouze from their graves
the indignant Ipirits of a Warren, a Montgomery,
and the thoufands who nobly fell in the caufe of
our freccdom? Shall the glory and laurels of Ame-
1ica be entombed by us?  Shall the children of
our loins, and the long {ucceflion of pofterity, be
by our hands loaded with the chains of {lavery ?—
Forbid ity Honor! Forbid i, Virtue! Forbid it,
O Almighty Gon'!

Away then, Americans, with every fentiment
that 1s notin unifon with the public weal, Let our
private concerns yield to the calls of our Country,
Ietus grudge not the earnings ot a day, a month,
or a ycar, i the fupport of the Govermnent of our

chuice.
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choicé. Let us reconcile jarring opinions. Let
usanimate cach other in the difcharge of every du-
ty. Lect us throng the temples of Wifdom. Mo.
rality, and Religion. Let us inform our minds—
purify our hearts—and with bur expiring breath
pray for the peace and prolperity of America,
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