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ORATTION,

i D : CE———

AMIDST every observance of this birth-day of our
Republic, some indulgence may no doubt be reascna-
bly accorded to the ebullitions of national pride and na-
tional cnthusiasm. In every genuine and zealous dis-
play of these emetions, even when they sometimes ap-
pear for an instant {o ¢ o’erstep the modesty of nature,”
we are stll gratified to discern the symptoms of a.
healthful pulse, thc traces of remaining vigor and pu-
rity and animation in the body poliic. It were indeed
¢« devoutly to be wished” that whenever and in what--
ever parts of this land tie day may be honored, we
might alwayvs behold a certain eviaence and pledge of
patriotic feeling—of that feeling wbich in truth ¢ pass~
eth a2ll show”—which does not merely scem but really is
—which still rears its loyal crest, undismayed by the
storms of adversity, untroken by the wastes of time,
unpolluted by the taint of foreign excitement, unaffect-
cd to disguise the influence or the fury of sinister pas-
sions.

But whatever degrce of license may be tolerated
clscwhere, however others may be permitted in ¢ the
full Bow of soul” to forego somewhat of the scber dig-
nity of American citizenship, upon an occasion like this
1t will not behoove this assemblage to content itself with
the mere cftusions of a’ vulgar and <lamorous mirtk,
with the glare of a transient parade, and still less per-
haps with tlic “lenten entertainment’” of an incons:-
derate unmeaning declamation.  Farolled under the
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most venerated of all names, devoted to the best and
noblest of all purposes, I am aware at least that there
is a more serious responsibility imposed by the verv
nature and character of that institution—in deference
to whose authority self-distrust has been made to sacri-
fice its own scruples—and under the sanction of whose
appomtment and presence it would now hope to avoid
reproach, since it has not sought to excite notice, and
does not here presume on any pretensions to favor.

In entering upon the performancc of this task, it
cannot be deemed necessary, acter such frequent and
labored recital, to unfeld to view all that train of mo-
tives, circumstances, accidents and achievements which
combined to give our country a rank among the nations
of the earth, and established the Anniversary in whose
solemnilies we now officiate. To pursue the same
hackrey’d path whichk has been so often explored be-
fore, would not only indeed be doing violence to incli~
nation, but would bLe wandering far from the scope
and ternor of the dcsign now propesed. Already ¢’tis
like a tale thrice-told”—and the attemapt would be
equally unprofitable, irksome ant! Injudicious in me té
detain you with ¢ a beggarly account” of chronicles
yet fresh in the recollection of the old, familiar in the
lessons of the young. At least all ages and all classes
that take a further interest in the enquiry, may now
resort for intelligence to a perspicuous and ample re-
gistry of authentic materials in a national work, bear-
ihg the stamp of the distinguished statesman and sage,
whose lot it has just been to weave a new and unfading
wreath for his own brow, as the hListorian of the Im-
mortal Man—¢ first In war,'ﬁrst in peace, and frst
in the hearts of his country.”

There was a perlod perhaps—¢ So hallow’d and se
gracious was the time”’—wlen this was only to be hail-
ed as a proud Jubilec in our political Culendar, set
_ apart for the rites of festivity and thanksgiving—when
on all sides the welkin roared with naught but the
shouts of jov and the acclamations oi triumph. Nop
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will it be murmured, w:th-a querulous apd unwarrant-
able disgust, but what, 1n reviewing the generai course
of their career, the people of these states are still well
cntitled to approve and felicitate themselves, and above
all that they are ineffably bound :a gratitude to the Su-
preme Arbiter of the universe, unless by the perverse-
ness of ingratitude they should have been alieruted
and doomed to become outcasts from his bounty. Bt
while the rccurrence of this seasor. may <ven yetbring
with it a rational gladness, it is high time perhaps,
and especially in the present « awful crisis of all hu-
man afiuirs,” that we should learn to mingle more of
the warnings of reflection with the strains of pleasure—
that we should not forever boast in vain memorials of
the frast —but rather seriously examine the firesenz with
a scrupulous justice—that we may be the better pre-
pared and guided in cur calculations o1 the fuure.

At this point in the plan thus prescribed to myseii,
such as 1t was already completed and arranged for deli-
very, instead of rcviving the details of an iaveterste
grudge, or bemng at ail disposed to gratify its antipa-
thies, I had preferred and had actually prepared to open
with this protest : That afier kaving solemaly declared
we should henceforth hold all the world alike—* ene-

- 9 . . - - - -
mies In war—in peace friends,”—and having victorious-
ly maintained this stand, and redresseqd every evil, the
practice would now seem neither genersus, nor politic,
nor consisient, of annually exhibiting anew all those
scenes of civil strife, which have vanished with the lapse
of thirty years, and recounting over ¢ the same dull
nauseous tale,” only varied perhaps by the different
embellishments, appendages and aggravations of fiction.
—It was aiso added, and sc meant to be pronounced,
that, if the object be merely to exercise expertness in
the illusions of stage-effeci, we should turn to some
other sport lcss wanton and mischievous than that, of
rivetting mean and pernicious prejudices—sharpening
a malevolent sensc of wrengs never expected to occur
again—and surring up thc feuds of old rescntmem,

A2
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which mutual interest should bury in oblivion. Siich
was the tene of conciliation, which it was wished to
diffuse, and in which it was intended to proceed : So
suddenly and sadly is the wish marred w.nd interrupted,
tha: it could not now be even mentioned with propri-
ety, except to accouni for any apparent want of me-
th«d occasioned by this reverse, and ¢o instance how
pr:carious and unstable are ali our fond ideas, when the
st:le, in which they might have been not unworthily
ccuched but a few days ago, is contrasted with that
which it is now rendered expedient and irdispensable
tc adopt. The “ deed of dreadful note,” which has just
bzen perpetrated under the authority of the British flag,
lke an electrick pang, has astounded every umicable
fzeling ; and, yet thought-sick and horror-struck us we
are at this fiush of strange and enormous tyranny, it
leaves us for = while, if not without the pewer of utter-
ance, at least without the faculty of description. Were
it even possible to brook the insuliing pretension under
which this act was commitied, there appears in the man-
ner of its cemmission a base and savage obduracy,
which nothing caa excuse or palliate, whick must for
ever stigmatize those by whom it was dene, or by
whkom it shall be countenanced, ard which in the Ame-
rican bosom must producc one universal groan of abhor-
ence, grief and indignation. It may be now too late
to ask, wherefore has this thing been dune, or how
have the doers of it been emboldened to this shameless
and detestable outraic, without some fear of forfeiting
a most exemplary atonement ! Or is it come to this—
and are we really then lcfi in so ignominious a plight,
so degraded, dismantled, disabled and defenceless, that
not only the trade of our citizens may be despoiled
and frustrated at the lawless pleasure of every ma-
rauder—but that, within sight of our own coasts, our
very seamen, in our own ships, acting under the spe-
cial erders of our own government, may be assailed
and brutally murdered with impunity ? and wlien every
hoart beats high, and every voice calls alcuid for re-
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dress, ‘¢ the slow unmoving finger of scorn,” shall
dare to point to us, from the other side of the Atlan-
tic, as a people, whose magazines of war are filled with
words ; whose weapons, and fortresses, and great pal-
ladium of strength by sea and by land, is but an eva-
neseeant gust of preclamations, and pamphlets, and har-
rangues, ard resolves ! If we would answer this de-
rision, and repel the contumely, let it be done with one
accord by hearty and efficient exertions to retrieve all
past mistakes and mishapc—Ilet every littleness hie
back to its covert, and popular infatuation be radically
and thoroughly rectified—and let us meodel and fix our
own destiny on a broad, an immutable, and elevated
scale, not evermore ten: on tie whimsical toys of ex-
periment, nor confined to the veering bubbles of con-’
tingency. The deep and deplorable iniury which has
thus recently been inflicted, and hurled too whence it
was unlooked for and unproveked, furnishes a common-
piace text from which there are comments more pun-
gent than palatable, which rush unhidden and unceas-
Ing to every reasonable mind, that sees what our con-
dition now 1s, both internal and external; that recol-
lects what it was, and is mereover willing to compute .
what, by this ime, it might and probably would have
been, in regular progression. The hint so far is not
unfair, ner is it unnatural ; and, if to upbraid were to
reclaim, it might be well heightened into 2 rebuke the
most cogent and 1rresistible : But, as it would be grat-
ing at such an instant to appear herc in *the ques-
tionable shapc” of a caviller, 1t may be proper to pause
in this train of thought, and to resume these contem-
plations which were originally sketched, not under this
occasional incitement, but with a general view to the
stated purpases of this meeting.

In reverting back to the struggles of the Revolution,
to the rights which it secured, to the prowess, the abi-
lity, the genius and the virtues which 1t called forth,
morc than enough has alrecady been given to the vauuts
and scofls of exultation. A less pleasing, but a much
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mors important duty remains, to luok arcund and as-
certain how we are likely to improve by the bright ex-
amples of wortl, to profitby the wholcsome counsels
uf experieirce, and to preserve the blessings which we
all profess so -higkly to estimate. Afier being thus led
to glance at a few leading qualities, and slightly com-
paring our origin with cur progress, the infancy of
empire with 1ts ripening manhood, it may serve in
some measure to repress the heediessness of self-suf-
ficiency, and it must not be deemed offensive, if the
question intrudes, whether we are growing better, wis-
er or stronger, as we are lbecoming colder, more nu-
merous and extensive.

The fashion of so commemorating this epocn as if
it were the saturnalian riot of slaves just loosed from
bondage, is neither honorable to ourselves nor respect-
ful to our ancestry. Itis also a gross and injurious h-
bel so to confound our cause, as if it had forever
bound us in a natural sympathy towards all the traitor-
ous, the disaffected, the profligate and the paricides of
every clime, that under different pretexts have iniest-
ed the repose of the earth, abjured allegiance to hea-
ven, and diskonored and outraged humanity. It would
be a monstrous and a fatal mistake to act upon, as if the
founders of vur confederation, either in thoughts, in
deeds, or in words, bore any resemblance to the foul
fiends of thut new anarchy, which like

“ Hell itself breathes out
“ Contagion v the werld.”

Neither in the colonial system itself, checked and
modified as it was wont to be, which once prevailed in
this continent—mncr in the reluctant, ihe temperate
and measured resistance to the abuses and encroach-
ments of that system—nor in the consequent and ne-
cessary assumption of sclf-government—do we descry
any traits of a desperate vassalage, which, instigated by
the subtle wizards of mischlef, and goaded in phrenzy,—




« From curb’d licence plucks
“ The muzzle of restraint,’”

runs rsrthwith wild and headlong

« 7o commit
¢« The oldest sins the newest kind of ways,”

ad, after a frightful range of havock and devastation;
exhausts and loses itself, is eventually tamed and sub-
dued, and content to crouch under the iron rod of a mi-
litary usurper.

It was not in “the lust of innovation ;” it was not
in the pursuit of any ¢ airy schemes or idle specula-
tions” of a new-fangled sophistry, that this nation en-
gaged in its memorabie contest with the mother-coun-
try. With regard to that country and her great de-
‘pendencies, it has been indeed urged on a later occa-
cion, with much more eloquence than accuracy, ¢that
peor old England had no Cordelia among all her
daughters—Gonerill denied her hundred knights—and
Regan turned her to the rude pelting of the pitiless
storm.” But were it worth while to pursve the allu-
sion to dramatic plot, it might be replied, with an un-
usual coincidence throughout, that in her youngest
hope England would not have been left without her
Cordelia, had not the overweaning rashness of misrule
demounced, rcjected and severed this child of her age,
and by a palpable effect of this unnatural dissention
driven us completely into the bonds of a French alli-
ance. It was not, however, until complaints, petitions,
addresses, memorials and remonstrances, and all other
means to avoid the last alternative, had been tried, and
tried 1n vain, that a separation was finally effected.
It was not in the sorcery of any abstract theeries, or
chimerical 1eform ; it was not in the turmecil of any
inordinate conceits of aggrandizement en our part—
but it was in the defence of claims well defined by plain
and practical limits, in the support of birth-rights well:
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urncessicod and ever guarded as a precivus inheritance
by i€ descendatiis from a land of frecdom, that am
unwilling appral was at last made to 2rms, and the prize
of conquest was the accomplishment of Independenc-.

There 1s no fezture then, it cannot be too often re-
peated. cither in tnc Legnning, the conduct, or the
issce of that p'acceding. wlich ean many wise be ior-
tured into a precedent for anv of the fearfu! changes
that bave since perplezcd the moral order, and rent the
very foundations of civilized socicty. In substance and
1a form, In the sliccsis and the mecans of success, and
thc immediatc uses wlich success produced, it yct
stands as a case upon its 0wn metrits, essentially variant
and happily distinguishable in its own pecubar attri-
butcs. It cught never to be so falsely plead or igno-
rantly misconceived, as io seducc our judgmecnts, nor
«aught extenuate™ in favor of the crimes and follies of
a recent date—In favor of all those hateful consequences
which have coniinued 1o floigy in rapid and multiform
series, like devouring lava t:aen the jaws of that com-
pound miass of guilt—that portentous and convulsive
shock of disorders in the peli;ica] frame of the old world
~—that velcanick eruption, whese fires are still unsated
and vnguenchec, scuttering arcund the vapers and
bleze of “pestilence and war,” and shedding abroad
the gleans of a balcinl light—yisible above and athwart
the confines of our ¢ ¢ horizon,

& Like tie metecrs ¢f ¢ troublcd Foavea.”

When we refer to the uses, the o%icts and the mcans
of the American resistauce, we perceive at once abun-
dant marks of ns Cisiinctive character; and there is

aiso presented a copious theme of self-examination,
prouded we are not .xfr..nl to *communc with our own
hearts,” 1 e~xtimating the temper and cspect of the
times now betore us.  \We shall fnd 1n those unnals
. the mos: impressive .md salutary precepts of politicai
recitude, provided we dare pause for a moment
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& Ix ize devieus haths where wanton fanciy leade,”

and listen to the lectures and reproofs of a soLer reality.

It was not to the uses of rapine and of fraud that our
forefathers converted the boon which they had attained
by their probity and their valor. Their province was,
not o0 change, but to save—r.ot to confound. but to re-
gulate—not to usurp, but 1o restoie. Having passed
their minority, they no louger rcmained under the tu-
telage of the parent state ; but they did not therefore
deny the control of conscience and of reason, or con-
sider themselves absolved fiom the supremacy of the
law, moral and divine. Having removed whatever of
evil existed, they were still mcre anxicus to retain the
good ; and, with the ieast possible indulgence of alter-
ation, they were careful to preserve inviolate all their
municipal institutioas, the entire body of their juris-
prudence, the rules and precedents of justice, the du-
ties aud obligatiors of public fidelity, and the whole
stock of manners, habits and sentiments, which had de-
scended from “the olden time.” They did not seize
upon freedoin, as

—7¢A flambeau with zeal to destroy,”

but they rather cherished a genial and steady flame,
lightcd at the altars o Faith, imparting the glow of
Honor and the radiance of Trutl.

In the 92%jects which were avowed from the co:n-
mencement, there was nothing of ruthless e~ fusion
ot f2ntastic novelty. It was not atzmpest in which ¢all
the fountains of the great dcep were broken up,” to
efface every vestige of the ancient regimen; nor was
it a wild Utopian voyage in quest of untried bliss, the
¥isions of hypothesis, and all

& Such stuff as drcams are made of>”’

Having indecd been pressced into the quarrel, and
rompelled, as it seemed, to venture on that ¢ sea of
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trouble,” rather than abandon forever the safeguard of
every free and liberal privilege, eur men of might and
of council found themselves hurricd on by the current
of events, and the view from the helm became gradually
enlarged, until fate committed us at last to the broaa
expansc of sovereign and independent power. But
thougn this ensued from the storm, the original objects
of contertion were confined to a few great land marks
of immunity, obvious and simple in themselves, but sc
highly venerable and momenteus, that they can never
be lost sight of without admitting the dominion of des-
potism, and over which it is to be hoped that no “ ex-
travagant and erring fiend” will ever be suffered to
pass, however specious or plausible his disguise, with-
out incurring a prompt and indignant chastisement.—
It is not my purpose at this time to dwell and com-
ment on the inherent franchise of self-legislation in the
levying of imposts, which it was maintained the Colo-
nists had brought hither along with the ripresentative
prineiple : But I do intend a very special and ap-
posite allusion to those other cardinal principles of se-
curity of person and preperty, which were then deem-
ed so deeply staked in an impartial administration of
permanent and independent and dignified tribunals of
justice, and in the efficacy of -the old paramount reme-
dial chartered writ of Habeas Corpus. In the docu-
ment which is so often appealed to on this day, it may
be well to recollect, that among thc enumeration of
grievances and oppressions, endured ¢ under a prince
whose character was said to be thus marked by every
act which may define a tyrant,” it is particularly and
emphatically stated, that “ he had madc judges de-

endent on his will alene for the tenure of their offices
—had combined with others to subject us to a jurisdic-
tion foreign to our censtitstion and unacknowledged by
our laws, giving his assent for transporting us beyond
seas to be tried for pretended offences—and had af-
fected to render the military independent of, and supe-
vier to the civil power.” Such being the recorded
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languagc of that era, if a time shpuld ever come when
the patriotism of ’76 is mauch talked of, but apparently
litle understood or imitated, when the spirit of liberty
shall appear strong 11 words, but propomonably weak
in deeds and perverted in practice, when this people,
for instance, shall be seen passive and hocdwinked, and
willing to endure from a juggling eabal or the strutting
pageant of « a little brief autherity,” what they once
would not tolerate from a powerful monarch —should
such a crisis of apathy befa!l us, which Heaven avert,
it will then be no flatterer’s part to recur, with an earn-
est and pointed omen, to those elemental ebjects for
which this good old league was first united, and with
all apphanccs to rally, to warn and exhort the public
mind 5y ¢ the ghosts of departed principles.”

If we are next questioned about the means by which
our league was conducted to its end, it sheuld be high
matter of pride to reflect how totally unlike and oppe-
site they were.to all the steps of that “atrocious con-
Spiracy against “ the poor world’s peace,” which has
since written and proclaimed in letters of blood and
fire, that the end justifies the means. The history of
our war is not defiled with massacre and proscription
and plunder, with horrid and obscene abominations,
with systematic perfidy or infuriate -sacrilege. The
means here used were innocent and reasonable as the
abjects ; nothing was left to the caprice, the fury, the
insolence or the wantomness of tumult; and all was
-finallv accomplished by the soumdness, the moderatioh,
the vigor and enterprize of what was then fondly Le-
lieved to be the national character of America. If the
ebjects thus aitained are to be perpetuated, itcan only
be by presetving, er, if impaired, by regaining.all the
resources of that character; er else your indepen-
dence itseli, no longer nourished by the virtues which
gave it birth, but wasting with the poxson of vice, even
if not strangled or led captive by foreign aggression,
will have soon run its race, and become as

B
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“ 4 morning dream,
i« V%at flits erial from the spreading eye.”

I{ the maxim be truc, that incidental events eannc®
make a nation lkttle, while the firincifiles remain that
made it great, we must be strangely incurious, and
unmindful of the appropriate meditations of this day, if
we can suffer it entirely to pass off, without some casual
notice, of what were the sentiments and manners of our
rundamental polity, and how far they have lost or re-

_tained their influence. We must be perversely impati-
ent if We can not even attend for an instant toa remem-
_brance of those principles of religious awe, of purity
of henor, and union of fiublic sjirit, by which the au-
thors of our political establishment proved themselves
-through a long and arduous conflict, and to which they
~adhered as the fountain of all hope and sheir ¢ salient
_living spring of generous and manly action.”
. Well knowing that piety towards heaven is the
surest bond of union and duty ameng men, and that
under every popular form where power is lodged with
the many, as the best security against their own ex-
cesses, they ought in an eminent degree to be im-
pressed with a!l the restraints of a future accountabi-
lity, the actors of our revolution were studious to che-
rish a sense of that holy worship, founded in the re-
.vealed will of the God of their forefathers, and trans-
.mitted through the wisdom and experience of ages, to
_strengthen and ennoble man’s nature, to guide and en-
lighten his ignorance, to fit kim with fortitude for the
-trials of life, and to consuvle and support him with
steadfastness amidst all the calamities, the treachery and
-disappointments of this earthly probation.

—- ¢ Soft and sweet
¢ As looks of charity, or voice of lambs
¢« That bleat upion the mountain, are the words
«“ Qf Chkristian meckness, miseion all divine,
& The law of love sdle mardaie.”




-—

(15 ]

}lclding fast their ailegiance to that lzw, neither
jukewarm nor seduced amidst all the vicissitudes of
their revolutonary fortune, our counirymen sought to
mvoke the giver of every good and perfect gift, and
they labored as it were to consecrate the feundations of
the commonwealth by the tributes of cacredness ang
tzc offices of public adoration and reverentizl homage.
—At that ime there was no * bad eminence” of a pro-
phane and spurious philesopky, which would affect to
dge the ways and limit the oprmticns af Providence
by its cwn {.zmsv and cerrupted rules ; wiich would
relicve the multitude from supersiition Lx CONSiZning
them a bewildered prey to their own DusSSIoNs anu ald
the irnpostures and fanaticism of sceptical humour, and
which would introduce the milleninm of a perfert equa-
lity by reducing us to worse than the chaos of feudal
discord and Goihic barbarism. It was not a time of
prevaiiing depravity, in which relaxed and distempered
morais resort to % the flatiering unction” of doubt and
disbeiief—1n which Infidelity with all his murky brood
is perched on high, and “ vice impatiently drinks in and
applauds his hoarse and boeding voice, while like a ra-
ven, he sits croaking universal death, despair and an-
nihilation to the human kind.” It was rather 2 glorious
opportunity, when the citizen buckled on the armour
of rightccusness that he might fight the battles of his
country, when the politician was yet zealous to avow his
trust in the precepts of inspired writ, when the same
discipline animated every rank, and prepared them for
cvery heroic sacrifice, by instilling the devotion of 4c-
n-r, and all the disicterestedness of Public Spirit.

Under the tengperament of those aseendant and pro-
pMious principles every defect was supplied, all dan-
gers wcre hazarded and difficu}ses overceme, and
though the band of confederacy was itself but a rope
of sund, yetthe sinews of that system appeared strong
i every part, and they seemecd i» move by the im-
pulse of a single mind. It was thus that both leaders
«nd followers co-operated heart and hand together ; it
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was thus that they settled and effectuated their plan,
and commanded the respect of the world ; and it may
not be omitted, thai it was thus by evincing their own
determined energy at an eventful moment they en-
gaged the alliance of the virtuous and ill-fated Lonis.—
Nor can 1 here forbear to remark that, had the resolu-
tien of our ancesters been reserved for later and still se-
“verer trials, were they even now exposed to the last of
the rebelliocus and miscreant successors of that hapless
prince, it is not to be believed they would have stood
wrembling and tributary at the nod of the

“ Bloody, remorseless, treacherous, kindlees viilain,”

who, while he sits reeking on the violaied throne of
the Bourbons, aims by his plots and his myrmidons te
ransack and subjugate the universe.

A nation which has thus once signaliy profited, and
indeed been brought into life, by the early avail of cor-
rect and high-minded principles, ouglit of ali others o0
be most watchful of its own integrity, and ever solicit-
Ous to-arrest the progress of decay. It ought seriously
to understand, what has been so often illuctrated, that
there may be an age when the genius of liderty has as
fatal an enemy to encounter in the corruption of man-
ners and seatiments, as it formerly encountered in the
tyrants of the time. It ought to be anxiously apprized
of all these perils, which chiefly beset its vital spirit of
religion, of honor, and of union ; and even a yoqth~
ful censor” ought not to be disduinred while le points
t0 some of the mast predominant symptoms of alarm.

The cffccts of a prodigal and premature growth, the
gigautic strides of Juxury and opulence with alj their
refinements and desires, and the introducticn of .all
those fashionable modes and arts which, by conccailng
the-grossness of vice, scrve to recommend her toa
_ readier aécess, when veiled in the labilimients of cell-
cacy—all these have been repcatedly tracs:d. lamented
and reproved.—Tkeir tendency no deulit 1s to weaken
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every sacred and noble tie, by inducing a sordid, an ar-
fogunt and voluptuous effeminacy, which has becn
commonly neted as a characteristic feature of commer-
cial rankness. Bat it is no less certuin, however oppo-
site the cxtremes may appear, that the same people
may be at ence profusely effeiiinate and basely illiberal ;
and, in aregion too, vast and extended as this is, inha-
bited by such niotley descriptions, where the scheme
of gevernment itself may perhaps partake in a sort of
instinctive thriftiness with the sreat mass of 1uterior
population, whose supreme good lies in increasing their
stores, it may be reusonably feared, lest the canker of
frenuriousness on the one hand should blend its evil with
the flood of extravagancy on the other to corrode and
undermine all the strong holds of national security and
happiness. There is a possible, mixture in the dis-
posi-ien of states, as w:1l as of individuals, which com-
bines the worst properiles of the most yielding, iale
and dissolute waste with those of a selish, mean and
deceitful saving ; and, as 1f good could ever result as a
medium from such a combination of the vilest ingredi-
cnts, it not unfrequently hapnens, that a delusive nes-
tium, composed of the dregs of all sorts ot errors, not
less despicable but much less innocent than the ordina-
ry quackeries of life, will seek with the brazen f{iont
of every pretender to pass iiself off as the specific of
a true political @conemy. Unless we are the fa-ored
people, unlikec the rest of the earth, who at different
periods have all had their ‘¢ false teachers” of differ-
ent kinds and degrees, it is not impossible we may be
one day destined to witness the agency of such a-coun--
terfeit ; znd in that case, if we wou'd know how to
detect its mockerices, to distinguish the ¢true aconomy
from the false, it may be useful now to bear in miad,
that the frue aconoiny docs not coisist in petty and
temporizing expedients, but in the comprehcusize ar-.
raingements.of a well-a-.peinted and well-ordered reve-
nue; that it do:s not consi .t in the mere escape of ex-
pence by demolishing or stiniing the bulwarks of nati-
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onal protection and glory, but in their provident care
and timely employment; that it vaunteth net itself,
and is not puffed up to evaporate in the fumes of pre-
fession, but is always prepared and ready for every
exigence ; that it is not prone to squanderin eccen-
tric projects and cumbersome speculations that trea-
sure, which should go to enrich, todecorate and fortify
the demain, which should reward and call forth merit
with munificence, which should patronize and encou-
rage the improvements of science, and the culture of
knowledge, not flippant, meretricious and superficial,
but solid, chastened and durable ; and lastly that true
.economy never f.lters in timorous calculatien, wnen its
funds are to be disbursed in vindicating the rights, in
guarding the fame, and asserting the interests of the
.empire. Whenever pelf alone shali be adn:itted as our
.ruling passion at home, so that perchance an occasional
compromise with exaction from abroad may even come
to be preferred as cheaper and safer than the price and
risk of defence ; whenever we shall be seen, instead
of avenginy, to invite habitual insult and piliage Ly a
.tame and abject endurance ; whenever such shall be-
come the edious badges ‘of our supine and degencrate
lot ;—should there be any war-worn veteran left, whe
once lavished his service to maintain the infiexible and
free-born tenets of his country, anc tlus contributed in
the battles of yore to foster for her name a hopetul, a
_gallant and goodly reputation, he may then indeed in-
-dignantly ejaculate and bitterly bewail this debasement :

. % Al our long avarice of honor lost,

¢ Heaf'd ufr in youth, and hearded ufr for age.

« FHas honor’s fountain then suck’d back the stream 2
% He has, and hooting boys may dry-shod fass,

“ And gather fiebblcs on the naked ford,”

Among the leading causes of apprehension, which
this subject inspires, it would be recreant to overlook,
how widely we have been led to depart from the proud
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and vigilant tenaciousness of the earlier and mosi exait

ed republics, in that notable facility_ of our laws, by
whose equivocal help theugh eur numbers may be mul-
tiplied with wonderiul accumulation, it 13 equally mani-~
fest that tiie roet ofour inigtities may be made to deep-
en and spread its branches, and be assisted to shoot
forth with a much more quickened and luxuriant in.
crease. 1here is no doubt a very considerable body
not only of wealth, but of worth, and industry and ta-
lents, and all gentle and estimable qualities, natives of
another soil, transplanted and incorporated in this com-
munity, that need no commendation and are above all |
censure. Nor was it surprizing that, with a territory
almost beundless, and an appetite since displayed for
enlarging it without measure, with a population so-dis-
persed and restless, and in the puny state of our arts and
manufactures, it should have formed part of the erigi-
nal policy to attract the tide of emigration to these
shores, with no very fastidious concern or sagacious
foresight, about the quarter from whence it might flow
—or the sweepings and feculence of infamy that might
sometimes possibly float with it. But between the pro-
per rights of hospitality, equitably and beneficially ex-
changed, and the precipitate indiscriminate grant of
every other right of indigenous descent, even to the
very prostitution of every civil prerogative, there is -or
there ever ought to be a marked and manitold differ-
ence. At any rate it used to be so considered, and this
was no paradox some twenty years age, whcen tiie pub-
lic were admonished with just and prophetic hints on
this trou! lesome topic, and iz is yet 8o writtin in the
book, by the same hand, in whose grasp are this day
‘held the tutelage and superintendance of the common-
weul. What it would then have been within the pale
oi that bigh authority to beiicve, it can be now no here-
sy 10 suggest alter such an interval, when the most woe-
ful proofs have becn magnitied, and a daily mementeo
pres<es on us, that must serve to demonstrate, to
strengthen and vec 1l the opinien soberly home to our
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bosoras, It may therefore net L: unpardonable now
to insist, that our relish of sctiul order, our affections,
taste, intelligence and habits, and the unity of a com-
on 1nterest are not liable to be much condensed, en-
hanced, or purified by tiie infecticus and overwhelmiug
1oflux, the intrusive and aspiring swcll, of all the scuif,
the dross and refuse, the fopperies the madness and
crime, the fugitives. the disturbers and alecontents,
the plague and guilt of Europe. It is not by such an
aceession worse by far than the noxious gift of Pan-
dora. that we shall ever be taught to exkibit to the
world any remnant of that singleness of heart, wiiich
actuated and united the public spirit in ¢* the reverend
simplicity of ancienter times.’
This pest of a foreign leaven 1s most to be deprecat-
ed, where its infusion may be apt te communicaste a
too potent and incessant aerimony te those intestine
valshlps, which though tl:ey sometimes serve as an
antidote to lethargy, have more frequently proved tie
bane of every excellence, and worked tie untimely
catastrophe of freedom. Under such aggravated dis-
tractions. to which every fi'ee people are more or less
predispesed in proportion as they are free, should ti.ey
happen at the same time to be of a sensual, a timid
and mercenary cast, the most casy and immeciate ad-
vantage is then tobe taken of their civided'and erer-
vated weakness by any invading or intriguing usurper,
whoe-may fancy that the prize is * worth the winning.’
—But if, with a character yet ardent, robust and alert,
they are flushed with these violent disagreements, it
is then observed that the immediate death blow is not
so usually given from wizhout, but that the rancor of
parties within, through whose maze lurks the scorpion
of ambition. rising at last into ﬁerce and cruel Lr oils, |
¢ Jets slip the degs ofcivil war ” «nd liberty, like sin,
is torn to the core and cvoured by her own offspring.—
Even however s’ ould this tragic termination be delay-
‘ed or avoile i, it is still upparent that in the mcantime
the well being of every donminion must be materially
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and mﬁmtely prejudiced by this cage of contending fac-
tions, in which, with all the fuctuations of blind chance,
perhaps the better half of the capacity, the skill, the
science, the courage, the capital substance, the moral
virtue, the honor and public spirit of the whole may be
shut out from empleyment by the vindictiveness and
monopoly of the triumphant part, and the high behests,
the rewards and offices of state withheld or conferred
according to the changeable pelitics of the day. If
othcr communities have split on this rock, and we
would not mingle our fate with theirs, and prematurely
leave it to history like an antiquarian, to ¢ pick our con-
stitution’s fragments from the sand’” we should be
thoughtful in time not to brave the hurricanes of fac-
tious commotion, to which we may be exposed in so
many quaters of this complex structure of govern-
ment, and through the immense space which it sways
surcharged with such innumerable temptations to con-
flict. Moved as our political machinery is by se many
nice and intricate springs, revolving as it does on its
axis with a double set of wheels, the general compact
and the state sovereignties, it is very conceivable what
loss and derangement may be produced, if by any art-
ful or bungling contrivance they sheuld be made to:
clash or run counter; and hence it may be inferred
how much must hereafter depend, in the bustles ofan
emergency, on the dispasionate and well-affected judg-
ment, the cool collected wisdom, and the undivided
practised abilitics of all the master spirits thit dwelk
under tais mighty fabric, among whom there are yet a
surviving few that assisted at its formation, in crder to
keep the head and the several co-ordinate spheres ac—
tive, and upright, and truc to their proper functions—

¢ My soul akes

¢« 70 know when two authorities are up,

« Neither su/u ciney how soon confusien

“ May enter *twixt ,/-,, gap of both, und take

& The one by other)
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It would be an invidious and wearisome d:scourse id
expatiate an all the possible hazatds, the quicksancs
and the pitialis of ruin, that bordcr in our way, and
which are mest perilous because they are unheeded oz
unseen.—If we would pass on respected and pmsppmng,
we should neither reel in idleness nor wander into for-
bidden ficlds, neither sink faint-hearted, nor be allured
into the entanglements of obliquity. If we would show.
ourselves worthy of being saved, we must invuke the
same cclestial auspices that smiled on our dawning
rise; we must not be forcver running afier new guides,
and setting up strange idols ; neither ocught we to sup-
press an honest’ emulation » ¢ that unbought grace of
life and cheap defence of nations,” by requiting desert
with disgust, and neglecting the trophies of departed
goodness. Next to tne. great first source of all goeod,
there is an ingenuous debt ot honor due to the chosen
instruments of his favor, which does net grow obsolete
like other claimns, but is to be spontaneously acknow-
ledged, and can never be uepreciated except by an in-
sensible and scandalous breach of the basis of ali credit.
—Their disregard or indifference tothis obligation has
indeed generally announced and sometimes hastened
the downfall, and it has in every age been the oppro-
brium of republics, until it is now repeated, almost
with the triteness and currency of a proverb:

¢ An habitation giddy and unsure
“ Huth he that buildeth on the vulgar keart.”

It is to be presumed that the American republic
means to render herself a signal exception to this
remark, and therefore that the present seeming pause
in her offerings of gratitude to that august dead, whose
deeds exceed zll speech, is but the forerunner of ex-
waordinary preparations Else it werec much to be
marvelled that, while we have enjoyed the continugnce
of an abundant peace, and are even called upon to de
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vise new modes of expending a superflucus treasusre,
no pittance has yet been allotted to the memory of the
chief of chiefs, who lived but to save, to bless and glo-
rify the land. Eight long years of vexatious war con-
stituted but a portion of those transcendant teils, in
which all the faculties of his soul were strained and de-
dicated to the common welfare with a magnanimity that
defies all parallel. The same term has nearly elapsed
since Wasnixg1ON glided to the tomb, and yet no
marble has risen to tell that he is not fergotten. There
is neither ¢ storied urn’ nor ¢ animated bust;”’ and
the traveller, who should seck to view what gorgeous
and emblematic pillars America has erected to the
mourned and illustrious guardian, the benefactor and
father of her political existenge, to whom she owes that
-she is reputed abroad, might be tempted to enquire,
what hostile irruption or “ fierce earth-shaking power”
has been busj among us to destroy all the towering co-
lumns, the statues and armorial ornaments, the escut-
cheons and ensigns, the mausoleums and monumental
works of natienal renown—But though the national will
has hitherto awarded ‘nor stone nor brass nor parch-
ment,” and the enquirer sickens at this crying sin, if
he should happen to direct his footsteps and repair to
this assembly, he will find that all traces of gratitude
have not yet fled, but that they are here most vivid and
indelible, where the living hero was most seen and inti-
mately known. His eulogy is not now-a subject for the
feeble voice that addresses you; since it would rather
be aflight

—tt for @ muse of fire, that would ascend
s¢ The highest Heaven of invention,”

to emblazon those exploits, which are inscribed on the
pinnacles of Fame with the pens of adamant. Ifthere
1s, however, no other public device to commemorate
his greatness, this Society at least may be permitted to
show forth that love and veneration, equally mindful
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in life and in death, which are engraved in the tablets of
the breast. On this spot there are likewise those who
know best how to “ mourn the man.” such as ke could
be, gentle and generous as weH as lofty and pre-emi-
nent; and, while his sainted spirit was yet on earth,
they could have vouched as fanm:liar witnesses, and
_might have said of him—

¢ He i3 gracious, if he be otserved’—
“ He hath a tecr for fiity, and a kand
“ Ofien as day for melting charity.”

Arrayed before us, as part of this day’s exhibition, we
survey the tender and promising blossoms of his boun-
ty, sheltered from the nipping frosts of indigence, and
snatched like wild flowers frecm the open waste, nur-
tured and imbued by the Land of care from a fund
which 1is percmﬁal, benign, weil placed and well de-
eigned. While itis eur distinction to join in reple-
nishing this stream of his benevolence, may it also be
our endeavor to breathe the freshness of all his virtues.
May their lustre never be tarnished by the blasting mil-
dews of malignity, nor witi:er in the rust of our for-
getfulness. Let us treasure up the accents of his fare-
well legacy, and enshrine that munual he has left as an
oracie of counsel.—~Let us cleave to the principles he
has sanctified, and so exemplify cur creed, that we
_may be entitledto wear the badge of Washington, and
as followers of his standard, may vie togethev in har-
monious concert. :




APPENDIX
o} . N ; T

HE merits of the foregoing ORATION,

have been thought sufficient to give it a

_glaim to exemption from the oblivious fate too certainly

attending News-paper publications, whatever may be

their pretensions to longevity. In thus presenting it to

the public,our chief, but ample reward will be drawn fron;

the consideration—that we have been instrumental in

preserving a valpable specimen of political discern-

ment, displayed in all the drapery of elegant and lu-
minous composition.

AvaiLing ourselves of the occasion we have been
induced to annex«—certain Articies of the Asscciation
~-at whose particular instance the OraTION Was deli-
vered, together with a short account of the progress of
the Institution ; with a view to promote the laudable
objects, which for seven years appear to have engaggd

the exertions of the « WASHINGTON Sosixvy of Az8X-
4NDRIa”
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CONSTITUTION

OF THE
WASHINGTON SOCIETY.

Ings719UTED THE 288k OF J4NUART, 180C.

“ OUR country having lost a citizen in the late illus-
trious GEORGE WASHINGTON. the able, suc-
cessful, and heroic leader of our armies during the re-
volutwnary war, which gave us Independence ; the late
wise, moderate and: pacific President of the United
States, whose unsullied virtue, wisdom and magnani-
mity, in discharging the duties of his publlc functons,
whose rectitude and benevolence in his station of a man
and citizen, were at once an elevated etample, and the
source of unequalled benefits to the community : we
deem it not only a tribute justly due to his memory,
but the iniportant and useful means of giving a lasting
Impression, and exciting a generous emulation of ex-
alted merit, to adapt a plan the best calculated to pre
serve in our minds, and in those of our fellow-citizens,
an animated recollection of those virtues which so emi-
nently contributed to his glory.

« As human nature derives from its peculiar capacity
for social institution, all its greatness, and many of its
most exalted qualities; as every effort of individual
man, unaided by social co-operation, is comparatively
weak and inefficient of the greatest moral and political
ends, so particular objects of bencficence have been
ever founc to be advanced with most energy and effect,
by subordinate associations of men, pursuing smcerely
_in concert, the attainment of their purpose.
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« To the end therefore that we may in the most be.
coming and effectual manner commemorate the vir-
tues and the glorious actions of that much lamented ci-
tizen, and that we may aid and perpetuate certain cha-
rities which his humane and munificent mind delighted
io exercise, we do wluntamly associate ourselves un-
der the appellation hereafter ‘mentioned, and do adopt
the following articles for our cgnstitutienal regulation,
and to an honorable observance of which we do ac
kuowlzdge ourselves to be plcdged

<« Tuis Society shall be unlimited as to the num-
ber of its members, and shall hereafter be known
and called by tie name of « Tar VVASHINGTOh
SOCIETY or ALEXANDRIA.”

“The twenty-second of February, shall be consi-
dered and observed as an Anniversary by ‘this So-
ciety; and on this day, in each year, an oration shall
be delivered by a Member of the Society, to te chos
sen by ballot at the preceding Anniversary.

“ Every Member upon his admission into, and
subscription to this Association, shall pay Four Dol-
lars for the establishment of am immediate fund; and
shall moreover, contribute One Dollar at the expira-
tion of every three months thereafter. A sum not
less thon Two Hundred Dollars shall be annually ap-
propriated to the support of the WASHINGTON
FREE SHOGL, in the manner deemed most expe-
dient by the committee hereafter mentioned: Pro-
VIDED ALWAYs, That if any Member upon his ad-
mission shall pay in advance Zhirty Dollars, he shall
be thereafter exonerated from all the centributions

required by this eonstitution.”
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It 1= necessary tc state that several years before
the death of General Washington, R made a donation
of One Thoiisund Poundc, to the Trustees of the Alex-
andria Academy, paying the interest annually during
his life, and after lis decease the principal was placed
in the hands of the Trustees. The object of this dona-
tion was the education ef poor children. . The money
was vested in producﬁ've stock, and the interest has
been expended annually in the way intended. Zhe
WashAington Society, whose purpose it was to further
the views of this illustriods benefactor, have since their
arganization, contributed a like sum, aznually, which,
together with some aid derived from the CorroRras
TION OF ALEXANDRIA, has paid for the Tuition of

FORTY CHILDREN of Poor Parents.

‘Tae Society whose gumber at its commetcement

&id not” exceed SIXTY or» SEVENTY PERSONS;

has been progressively enlarging, and at this time con~

sists of nearly TWO HUNDRED MEMBERS, se<

'S?rml of whom resldc in distant parts of the UniTp®
ATEYD.




