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T a meeting of a number of the citizens of Concord ; Voted,
unanimoufly, that Jonathan Fay, Efquirc, Do&or Ifiac
Hurd, and Dofor Jofeph Hunt, be a committec to watit on Mr.
Samuel Thacher, to thank him for his fpirited and .patriotic
oration, delivered to a crouded audicnce, in the mceeting-houle,
in Concord, on the 4th of July, 1796 ; and likewife, to requelt a
copy for the prefs.

GENTLEMEN,

LTHOUGH fenfible that the numerous defects in the
oration of the 4th will appear in more glaring colors to the
eye of criticifm, than they did to the candor which marked its

reception ; convinced that [ have Laff illiberality to apprebend frov:
2hofey whom I am moft anxious te pleafe ;5 1 cannot longer hefitate to
comply with your polite requeft, |
R I remain, gentiemen,
Vi your very humble fervant,

SAMUvEL THACHER.

The Gwnzmzy or THE COMMITTEE.

July 6th, ’96,
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F\f i/ HEN the foundations of the earth werc
laid, the morning ftars fang together, and all the fons
of Gob fhouted for joy.” ILect AMERICANS, In de-
vout imitation, proclaiim the iR TH-DAY Of FREEDOM,
the glorious kEceNERATION Of naN. On this MEM-
ORABLE ANNIVERSARY, fmay cach hcart hccome an
altar of liberty; its incenfe, the pureit cffufions of
gratitude. Let indufiry ceafe from labor. Let onc
common, elevated joy infpire all clafles of focicty !

That an addrefs, in obedicnce to the wifhes of my
fellow-citizens, nceds not the dazzling charms of bril-
liancy to fecure attention; that in reciting events, {o
often repeated, which ought to be tranfmitted, with-
out variation, to the latelt ages, novelty would be
wor{e than impertinent ; are ideas pzculizrly encoar-
aging. Thefe confiderations, added to the gcnerous
glow of patriotilm which beams from every counte-
nance, the zealous attachment to INDEPENDENCE
which characterizes the audience, induce the fpeaker
to attempt the praifes of our country ; to trace the

lecading caufes, attendants, and efteéts of the American

revolution.
Aflembled,
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Aflcmbled, my refpe@ted auditors, net like other
nations, to cclebrate feats of fuccefsful carnage, or the
{enfele(s ceremonials of fuperftition ; but excited by

the animating energy of gratitude, we commemorate
the ftruggles of frecmen, the confequent cmancipation
of 2 worLDp !

Paufe for a moment, and realize with rapture, that
our country is frce and happy ; that the fame country,
which, within a century and a half, rcfounded with
the yell of the favage, and fo lately {fhuddered at the
outrages of ftill morc barbarous Britons ; now {miles
in peace and plenty, on a nation of difccrning, indc-
pendent republicans.

In defiance of thc tyranny which has fo long
beitrode creation ; notwithiftanding the debafed con-
dition to which fervitude has reduced fo great a part
of the fpecies ; the facred truth, the bafis of American
conftitutions, that ¢ all men are born free and cqual,”
1s deeply engraven, and dearly cherifhed in the hearts
of thofe, who have never bowed the knee to flavery.

LiBerTy is a pure, original emanation from the
great fource of lifc, which animates the univerfe.
Yet {0 long have mankind been infulted with the 1dea,
that it is the exclufive property of a few ; fo long have
they gazed, in ftupid admiration, at the fplendor of
dominion, which has fhone but to {corch them ; {o
long have force and artifice on the one hand, and fcar
and ignorance on the other, combined with the power
of all-conquering habit, that this eternal principle was
almoft erafed from the human mind ; when AMERI-
ca, indignant at oppreflion, rofe, and proclaimed it
with a voice, which broke the {pcll confining nattons,
roufed them from the lethargy of ages, and ftruck hke
thunder on the ears of defpots. Govern-
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Government, pure, rational, reprefentative govern-
ment, cqually remote from the encroachinents of
power, and the cvils of anarchy, has, until our revo-
lution, been a ftranger to nations.  Liberty has been
hunted .bout the carth with implacable malice 5 and
like the dove from the ark, has ¢ found no reft for
the fole of her foot.,”  Chafed from one quarter of
the globe to another, the heavenly goddefs was ready
to abandon her charge, when the enterprize of Co-
lumbus furmounted every difliculty, difcovered this
weltern world, and furnifhed her a more fecure, more
inviting rctreat.

To trace the progrefs of ufurpation, or the occa-
fional glimmerings of equal liberty, which appcared,
like lightning, to difplay, by contraft, the horrors of
ancicnt night, would far exceed our limits.

At the difcovery of America, Ilurope, age after age,
encumbered by defpotifm, had groaned under the
combined preflure of the crown and mitre.  Holy
popes, aflifted by bigoted, artful, afluming monks,
and facred kings, {upported by the whole ftrength ot
the civil arm, afluming the very names of the Deity,
invefted themfelves with all which could excite the
fear, or command the reverence of the people, and
produced a difmal chaos in {cience, literature, and ele-
gance.

. The hiftory of nations fhocks humanity, Kings
were given the Jews in a cur/e ; and this incident to
royalty has been entailed upon the world.  Could all
the popes, kings, and emperors who have ruled man-
kind, become contemporary inhabitants of a fingle
city, like Sodom of old, it would contain fcarce five

7#2 men to fave it from deftruction !
The



The fhades of Vandal night began at length to
recede before the fun of {cience, and a noble fpirit of
inquiry produced by a number of favorable cvents,
Navigation was loofcd from confinement ; its ancient
land-marks were difregarded, and necar the clofe of
the fiftcenth century, America was difcovered.

More than an hundred years clapfed before the
{fcttlement of New-England. Difliculties fo numecrous
and formidablc were to be encountered, that fome
extraordinary ftimulus was nccellary to fucceed the
attempt.

The fame pliant credulity which had complimented
the popc with the patrimony of Saint Peter, readily
transferred its homage to Henry 8th, king of England.
In a pompous mockery of divine jurifdiction, the
fovereigns of that country thought themficlves author-
1zed to citablifh a ftandard of religious faith and
wortfhip, at the point of the fword, or cven by the
terrors of the faggot. Perfccution, with its ufual effect,
produced a party which dared to diffent from the
bigoted impofitions of a Laud. Rather than relin-
quifh the right of opinion, our anceftors braved the
dangers and hardthips of a diftant wildernefs. Anx-
1ous to {ccure their freedom, they carly obtained a
promife of what was, then, confidered the ultimate
point of liberty, ¢ all the rights, immunities, and
privileges of Britifh fubjelts.” In confidence of this
fecurity, thefe American ftates continued, without
much moleftation, to increafec and profper, until the
peace of Pariy, in 1763, terminated a war, rendered,
by the joint exertions of Britain and her colonics,
moft flattering to the pride of that haughty nation.
But in acquiring unfubftantial renown, fhe accumus-

lated
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lated an cnormous load of debt ; and among other
defperate expedients for lefiening its weight, cmployed
that of taxing ber colonies,

It had long been a favorite folly of Europeans, to
reprefent America vaftly fuperior to the old world
in the whole face of nature, as inhabited by men in-
ferior to the reft of the f{pecies.

T'he capture of Capc-Breton was the firft event by
which we attracted forcign refpect.  From that mo-
ment, Britain watched our rifing greatnefs with a
jealoufy which has never ceafed to operatec.  When
the loyalty of the colonies was at the higheft pitch ;
when we difcovered the utmoft promptitude in {ub-
mitting not only to the monopoly of our commerce,
but to direét contribution ; a Britith IIoufe of Com-
mons dared unanimoully to decrce, that they had a
right to tax us without our confent.

Such 2 flagrant violation of our charters could

not fail to grieve and alarm. Relentment elederized
cvery independent mind.  Maflachuletts, as ready to
refilt the encroachments of power as to comply with
juft demands, early refented this unconftitutional re-
{olve, by thc vote of her reprefentatives.  But in vain
was the principle contefied. In purfuance of this
crroneous plan, an ill-dire¢ted miniftry thought it an
opportunity to new-modcl our charters, and reduce
us to unconditional dependence. That wwlture of ra-
pacity, the infamous famp-act, was flodged, and {ent to
devour us.

This was an important crifis in our national con-
cerns. The impofition tamely fuflered, arbitrary ex-
action was eftablithed by precedent ; our whole prop-
crty was completely at the difpofal of parliament.
+ Poflefling not only the powcr, but the moit tempting
B inducement
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inducement to rob us ; every fhilling they cxtorted
from the colonics, would have diminifhed the weight.
of their cumbrous national load, What they plun-
dered from induftry with one hand, would have been
thrown into the coffers of extravagance with the other.

The fpirited agreement of the colonies, to import
no aiticle of Britifh manufadture, while it exifted,
forced a king and parliament, who had unrelentingly
hcard the clearelt reafoning, and the moft pathetic
remonftrances, to repeal the famp-acl.  Still Britil
pride could not brook the idea of acknowledging an
error, cven for the purpoles of juftice.  They formal-
ly edicted that ¢ they bad a right to bind us in all cafcs
whatever.,”  Heaping injury upon infult, by quarter-
ing troops upon us, with evident intention of com-
pelling fubmiflion, under pretence that we, who had
lately faved a Britith army from dcitru&ion ; who
had defended ourfelves in carliclt infancy, nceded
protecticn ;3 more fully difpiayed their: tyrannicalk
defigns.

'This was but the dawn. of oppreflion. Interefied,
profligatec minions of power, the worlt of whom were
our own treacherous governors, had the utmoft fuc-
cefs in rcprefenting us as a rebellious mov of infur-
gents,  Petitions, the conititutional mode of fecking
redrefs, were fometimes refufed, and always treated
with neglect.  Arbitrary inftitutions, unknown to the
laws, were, in many cafcs, fubftituted for trial by jury,
the great fecurity of life, liberty, and property. Our
commerce and ffheries were ruined.  The moft
ftudied cruclties were combired with the moft de-
grading infults, by fucceflive minilters, who exhaufted
ingenuity to cnflave the colonics, to deccive, and al-

moft ruin the whole nation which they governed.
If
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Tf ‘the refiftance of the colonics, or the clamors of
Britain, forced them to vepeal the moft obnoxious
ftatutes, others ftarted forth, like the heads of the
[lydra, more numerous and terrific than the former.
‘U'realon and rebellion were the mildeft names applied
to reliftance,  Britain could not believe, that swhen
{fubjects in Kurope had been fo long in habits of *':r;:
plicit obedience, Americans would dare to inveftiea
the principles of government,  ‘They thought us o
Jervile race of peafunts, tormed to bear th-- load of
oppreflion, to Lifs the rod of correction,  But, thank
God, their bafe defigny were unattemipted, until the
people had Lnowlcdm. to pereeive, and courage to
refift the infringement of their vights. A {pirit oi
inquiry and refiftance animated the continent.  Coni-
buftibles were collected in every part of the colonies,
which needed but a furk to produce a tremendous
blaze.

Previoully to thefe troubles, Britain had been fond-
v revered as our nurturing parent.  But when, with
more than infernal fury, fhe condemned us wiheard ;
when, with the malevolence of a cruet ftep-dane, ihe

would have forced us to pay the delt of her extrava-
gance, and at the fame time deprived us of the means

ubfiftence ;3 when, with vnprecedented barbarity,
fhe ~Iot loofe all the favages of Liurope and Amcric
{ie could hire, to lay wafte our country, and butcher
the defencelets inhabitants 3 thele intant ftates, vn
provided with a fingle article for dofence but ¢
bravery of their fons, unfkilled in human butchery,
were compelled to refift force by foree, or bow thei
1iccks to the galling voke of fervitede.

W
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So great a majority of her fons  never cecafed to
deferve well of their country,” it might favor of par-
“tiality in us, my friends, to arrogate peculiar merit to
this, and the neighboring towns, for the firft refiftance
to Britifh arms. Delicacy might be wounded, fhould
I enlarge in your encomium. But, wcre none prel-
ent, who fought on the aufpicious ninetecnth of
April, ’7 5, we, who then had not entered the threfh-
old of exiftcnce, who now reap the rich harveft of
their toils ; would proclaim their patriotifm, their
valor, their fuccefs. While memory fhall fire the
breaft of the patriot with refpeét for the illuftrious
decad, the tear of gratitude fhall bedew their graves.

The difliculties which awaited America, when fhe

fufpended the hberty of both worlds upon the ifluc
of a combat with the giant of tyranny, are far beyond
defcription.
"~ Need I call your recolleétion to the difmal fcenc
when the bloody troops of George 3d, dared to com-
mence the work of civil carnage ¢ when the heroic
foldiers, who oppofed the invaders, were {aluted with
the infulting language, ¢¢ Difperfe, you rebels, throw
down your arms, and difperfe” ? Need I paint to
you the public ftores deftroyed, your houfes rifled,
your wives infulted, and wild with terror, your
friends, perbaps neareft relations, among the flain,
and all the complicate horrors of April, ’275 ? No.
You to whom memory, with eafy effort, has too fre-
quently recalled thefe diftrefling events, and more
efpecially thole of you, who have fought the battles,
or labored in the councils of injured America, will
more deeply feel, on this occafion, than language can
exprefs.

Excufe me, if T have touched toofad a firing. Our

prefent
)
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prefent enjoyments receive an animated zeft from
comparifon with former diftrefles. The defenders ot
their country ought never to be forgotten.

Who can forget the heroes of our war? What
hecart but fhudders to recolle&t the difmal profpett
prefented America, at the commencement of hoftili-
tics ? At that period, when fear had almoft induced
dcfpair,the great,the good, the patriotic W AsHINGTON,
defpifing the charms of cafe and aflluence, when in-
compatible with public happinefs, rofe in dignity and
brightnefs, like the early planct of evening, and
led the way to a hoft of luminarics which fhed their
irradiating beams upon our defponding country.

While we recollect, with gratitude, the fervices of
our political favior, let the long cataloguc of fatefmen
and foldiers, of all, who affifted in maintaining our rights,
be handed as models to the latct ages.

No truth can be more obvious to common under-
{tanding, than that allegiance and protection are re-
ciprocal. 'When Britain not only withdrew her pro-
tection from the colonies, but attempted to enflave
them, we owed her nothing but refentment. Im-
prefled with a fenfe of the right, of the indifpenfable
duty of protecting our freedom; CoNGREss, labour-
ing with every difliculty which could befet a nation,
in the face of the moft formidable .army which had
ever appeared on the continent, had virtue and cour-
age to proclaim the INDEPENDENCE of AMERICA!
‘This was patriotifm, this was firmnefs, this was wif-
dom, which fucceeding ages fhall not ceafe to admire.
The declaration of iNpErENDENCE feparated us from
haughty Britain, and raifed us from disjointed, de-
pendent colonies, to a refpectable, united, indepen-
dent nation. But for this declaration, we fhould,

nowW,
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v, be {tyled, bis majefty’s fubmiffive fibjeds. Tlre
narrow prejudices of one colony againft another,
would have remained in full operation.  Our country,
populating beyond example, under the influence of
the federal conflitution, would have continued, in 2
great meafure, unexplored, fubject to difcordant char.
ters, and roval commiflions. Our comincrce, now
bounded only by the globe, would ftill have been con-
fined to a fingle nation, hampered Ly their own re-
ftrictions.

But why do I enlarge ? How abfurd, how dcg'rad-
ing the idea, that fuch a free, enlightened nation,
ﬂmuld be fubjeét to kings born : nd educated in a
torcign country ; in tot..v.l ignorance of the pcople
furmundcd by fycophants, whofc bulinefs it 1s to
cheriih their vices, to flatter and deceive them ; moft
probably inheriting vice and folly, fromn a long linc of
proflizate anceftors ! What can be more ignomirious,
than that fuch a nation, poflefliny a vaft, fertile conti-
nent, fhould be governed by fovercigns of petty
iflands, which would bc fearcely vilible by the fide of
America 7 What more unnatural, then that a fyftem
of suxs fhould revolve in humble {ubiervience around
a planet ?

The declaration of Auwrican independence was not
an ebullition of faction cr enthufiaim. It was not the
effect of fudden f{uccefs. It was not the offspring of
intemperate ambition. But the cool, confiderate
refolution of the moft diftinguifhed {ages, echoed and
fupported by millions cf frecmen, to fave themicives
and pofterity from the furious jaws of oppreflion.
Imagination, at this cocl period, cannot conceive the
ardent patriotifm, which facrificed cvery thing to the
common caufe. Deltitete of rational refources to

fupply,
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fupply, or compenfate an army ; a formidable band
of foldier-citizens was raifed, and fupported by the
influence of public {pirites

Britons throng our fhores. ‘Thunder from your
navies. Imbattle your own machines, German hire-
lings, and Indian auxiliarics, Deltroy churches, vil-
lages, towns, all that is dear or facred.  Boalt, threat-
cn, ifluc manifeftoes, difplay all your fury. Wasi-
NG TON furprifes your Heflians 1n the midit of fecurity,
heroic Ga'ves, and his republican brothers, foon crop
the withered laurcls from the brows of your favorite
Burgoyne.

Notwithitanding thefe cnergetic exertions, thick
and alarming clouds lowered in the political horizon.
Fmbarrafiments mnumerable {prung from poverty
and inexperience.  Surrounded by refugecs and for-
cign armics, our military citablifhment extremely
precarious, many were willing to comply with infidi-
ous propofals of accommodation, calculated to divide,
to conquer and enilave us.

Our allies in Lurope, whatever motives actuated
their afliftance, receive our gratcful acknowledgments.
‘The names of Faverrtr, de Grassk, RocHaMuBEAT,
VzrRGENNES, and many diftinguifhed Frenchmen, will
cver be dear to Americans.

Shall we recite the fignal victories obtained over
the enemy, both before, and after the French alliance ?
Need we difplay the fortitude, paticnce and intrepidity
of our troops, until they obtained the object of our
toils ; until they forced the enciiy to acknowledge
our INDEPENDENCE ! Modelty forbids it.  Fame has
filled the world with praiics of our revolution.  Ad-
miring nations, alrcady, imitate the example.

Light long ycars our country bled at every vein.

L.normous
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Inormous was the national expenfe. Inconccivable
were the fufferings of our patriotic defenders. Im-
MORTAL HEROES ! Yours Mvas the glory to proteét
your injured country ; it was yours to baflle an enc.
my, hitherto deemed irrefiftible. You fought in the
caufe of man. If the war-worn foldier could not re-
ceive pecuniary compenfation, his merit is recorded
in the heart of his countrymen, and we truft, on the
tablets of eternal juftice.

. But, my friends, expelling the enemy was only
half our work. To erect a government, which fhould

[fecure the advantages, was an object equally important.

The defelts of our old confederation were deeply felt.
But, to devife, and perfuade the ftates to adopt a con.
ftitution, which fhould harmonize the jarring inter-
cits, habits, and withes of {o many {tates, peopled from
different nations, was truly an Herculean tafk. It
was attempted, formed, and accepted. Three ftates
have already been added to the federal conftellation.
Its fplendor becomes daily more bright and diffufive.
The pARING EAGLE, fabled to perch on the {ceptre of
Jupiter, now atually wields the fovereignty of a
WORLD !

Immortal are the names of authors and orators,
who, even amidft the dangers of tyranny, have ad-
vocated humanity, have analyzed the principles of
government. But the glory of reducing their theo-
ries to practice, of combining the eflential rights of
nature with the refinement, the fecurity of civil af-
{ociation, was referved for America.

Government, among other nations, has been an
enormous weight and reftraint upon the people. The
American has diffufed unexampled happinefs through
every part of the empire. Some of the caufes are
obvious. The
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The old governments of the carth derive right and
power from the famc polluted fource, the grant of
kings, Thefe grants are founded upon ufurpation, and
fupported bya well-known principle in Englifh law, that
“ kings can do no wrong ;*° therefore, are not refponfible,
The American conftitutions acknowledge no authority
fupcrior to the laws. They reft upon very different
principles, that right is derived from heaven, the ex-
ercife of power from the pecople, and law from the
will of a majority. In the picturc of Eurgpe, we be-
hold a few hereditary robbers, in the moff confpicuous
point of light, engrofling the honour and profit of gov-
erning ; in the remotef? back ground, we can juft difcern
the people, crouching under the weight of oppreflion,
dependent on the nobles even for fubliftence. In
America, government is maintained for the good of
the whole, by men who {corn to derive fupport from
any {ource but their own excrtions; equality infpires
a {pirit of independence. 1In the former, the very light
of heaven is taxed, the vitals of {ociety are confumed,
tofupport placemen, penfioners and fuperfluous oflicers,
whofc intereft it is, to darken and brutalize mankind.
In the /atter, taxcs are {carcely felt, and cheerfully
beftowed, becaufe devoted, with ftricteft economy, to
fupport a government which protects the lhbcrtics,
and enlightens the minds of the people. Infhort, the
one, founded 1n ignorance, or impofed by conqueft,
are fupported by force and fraud ; the other, conitrudt.
ed by enlightened experience in candid difcufhion,
refts upon the firm bafis of common intereft, and gen-
eral affetion. Even thc celebrated conftitution of
Great Britain is a merc patch-work of fhreds and
remnants, extorted from the weaknefs, or granted by
the affected liberality of kings.

C A peculiar
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A peculiar and important blefling of the American
revolution, 1s religions toleratisn, By abolifhing the
unnaturai connexion of civil and ccclefiaitical tyranny,
it has left veligion to the direction of confcience,

But why enumerate the advantages of governments,
wiich concentrate the wildom of ages, which com-
mand the admiration and applaufe of every impartial
{tatefman in the world ¢ Why deicribe the evils of dal-
potifin, which have reccived moft pointed execrations
from the ableft pens? To realize the curfes which bedew
Europe with the tears of its inhabitants, and the blel-
lings which have revived the golden age in the new;
{furvey Europe, then turn and behold America.  On
thefe fubjeéts, words cannot cxprefs my emotions. I
can only entreat you to rhint, to feel for yourfelves.

- My zceal, I fear, has already carried the comparifon
becyond your patience. But fhould any heart beat
onc pulfe more with genuine deteftation of tyranny,
with grateful exultation that France has broken her
fettcrs, or with love to the conftitutions of our coun-
try; the fpealker has weil ecmployed his time; the au-
dience, he hopes, will not regret their attention.

Notwithftanding the excellency of our governments,
although the legiflative, judiciary, and cxecutive
branches are accurately feparated, and {o nicely bal
anced as to guard the encroachments of each other,
which beft defines a frec conftitution ; we have an
caly, peaceful mode of revifion ; while other nations
inuft wade to reformation through feas of blood.

Remote from the vortex of Luropean politics,

where the flighteft caufes may involve whole nations
in-war ; at peacc with all the world, poflefling cvery
articlc of ncceflity, utility, or clegance, the Unrran
StATES have attained an unparalleled degree of prof-

perity
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perity and lappinels, A numerous body of cnlight.
cned farmers cultivate an extenfive continent of their
own productive foil, the moft healthy, independent
and happy cimployment of man, and conftitute the
pillars of our republic.  Although a few of the mott
infignilicant beings in creation have atfedted to defpife
agriculture, a work which has employed the noft
refpected characiers of ancient and modern tinwes
and to deride the mechanic arts, {o ufcful, fo honror-
able in focicty, arts, which have cnga"red the firft geni-
ufes of the world ; Amecricans know tacir value, they
know that a man’s fumily or employment thould con-
fer neither honor nor di ferace 3 that every Loncf?y in-
dufirious citizen deferves f w.u?mz and ropect.  Litena-
ture is generally diffufed.  "The arts and {eionces fur-
nith a continual fupply tor the grotiiication of talte,
and the {upport of fociety,  In ihort, the Americaon

revolidion has produced cliedts equalled only 1 fiction.

‘The unprecedented ravages of war, in khurope, at-
ford the moft firiking lefions of inftruction, ut the
fame time, they admintfler to our weealth, bevond
calculation, by furnihing a marleet for every ariicle
of produce.

Unhappily, the moft perfect works of mun are
fraught with crror, and fubject to cbaic.  Govern-
ments too irequentiy nnbibe, at an c..u]v p...mc.. the
feeds of corruption, which incorporate with thc:r con-
ftitutions, grow with their ace, and at length, elicd
their ruin.  Luxury has deftroyed the moit renow z.ul
cempires of time,  Laction, the fruithal mother ol el ;
faction, the peculiar curfe of reprblics, has diready en-
dangered our rifing greatnefs.

'10 avold thelc clt.,mum of deftrution, lct it cver
be rememberced, that a five gevorament connct iong exifl,

whfihts f..uf
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unfupported by a great desree of knowledge and wirtue.
Not to mention the other important advantages of
morality and learning, thcy have uniformly been
found foes to tyranny. Many who creduloufly dread
the facrificc of our liberty by open attack, who trem-
ole with apprehenfion, that a fhort-lived trcaty may
prove injurious ; or that an unprincipled magitrate
may, hereafter, prefide at the helm of government ;
do not properly confider, that any evils, which can
proceed from fuch fources, muft be temporary and trivi-
al, compared with thofe which mu/? enfue from general
ignorance, or depravity of morals, "When virtue and
information are predominant in a nation, fhouid any
tyrant attcmpt ufurpation, his life would {foon be im-
molated to public vengeance. On -the contrary, a
people, preparcd, by degeneracy, for a mafter, will
fubmit to the {word of a conqucror, or be fold to the
higheit bidder. The hiftory of the Jews, Perfians,
Grecks, Romans, of every confiderable nation, ancient
or modern, fully evinces the neceffity of public virtue,
to the prefervation of liberty ; the ruinous tendency
of vice. Refpect, then, and fupport infitutions of re-
figion. Securc frecdom of the prefs ; liberty, but not
licentioufnefs of cpinion. Patronize with liberal care

SJeminaries of learning,  Citizens 1n ignorance will be

liable to vice, to {uperftition, to every error and im-
pofition. Enlichten their mindz, they will rife, in a
great degree, {uperior to prejudice ; they will com-
prehend, reverc, obey the laws. Confidering our
hiability to war, and that their country looks tothem
fur protection, the militia will preferve their regard to
difcipline, be ever ready to fupport the conftituted
authorities, and continue the firm guardians of our
rights. Refift the torrent of foreign vice and folly,

continually
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continually pouring into our fca-ports. Their fervil.
ity, their parade, their vanity, their corruption, may
dcftroy the fimplicity of our manuers, create artificial
wants, and at length, cradicatc rcpublican fentiments.
Let us prelerve real independence ; cftablifh a ftandard
of taflc, of opinion, of altion, purely our own. Many
who fcorn to barter their liberty for gold, would
thoughtlefsly lofe it by fervile imitation. Avoid, then,
undue foreign influence. We are neither French nor
Englifhmen, but glory in the name of AMERICANS.
Guard againft the tumults of faction, the falfe colors
of party. Valuc nd preferve purity in cle&ions.
Folter a well-regulated fpirit of enterprifc, of induftry,
of economy, and cvery virtue. Thus, AMERICANS !
may we tran{mit our free conftitutions, unimpaired,
to pofterity ; thus perpetuate our prefent cnjoyments.

Although the breath of calumny would gladiy tar-
nifh the brighteft reputations, our governments have
been adminiitered, almoft without exception, by men
of the greateft wifdom, integrity and firmnefs ; men
who would lofe every thing dear, and gain nothing but
infamy, fhould they betray their conftitucnts.

What are the characters and defigns of men, who
tell us the contrary, who abufe the liberty of the prefs,
and the moft worthy officers of the people # Who are
thefc flaming patriots that infult credulity, excite con-
tinual uncafinefs, and fill the minds of the people with
unreafonable jealoufy ? Who tell us that the Presi-
DENT 1S a tyrant, oppofed to independence, bribed by Britifb
gold, and other lies, equally orofs and fenfelefs ? They
arc a few difappointed, ambitious demagogues, who
attempt to drown the pilot, and fink the federal fhip,
to repair their ruined fortuncs by the wreck. Where
were thefe new-made champions of liberty, when

Wafbington
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Wafhington inhabited the camp, and braved the foes of
his country ? Where will their memory be when his
fhall be almoft adored ? They fprung from falion, are
{fupported by vice and ignorance, and not ¢ven their
crimes can fave themn from oblivion. Thefe are not
the fricnds of the people. Tar from proteéting vour
rights, they would fooner trample on your necks.
It would delight their afpiring pride to fee creation
the footftool of their grandeur. Do they difcover the
cool, difpaflionate temper of genuine republicans 2 No.
They excite the famce ferment which difappointed
profligates would always raife.  They arc actuated by
the fame lawlefs ambition, with which Robefpierre
bawled liberty in Irance, until he had defolated that
country with crimes and cruclties beyond conception.
They burn with the fame malignant envy at your
profperity, which led the firft enemy of man to mar
the enjoyments of Paradife.* Let us not be duped
by men, who niced only be known, to become deteft-
able. Guard with more than veftal care, the exercife
of power, but let not ingratitud: mark your vigilance.

, The advantages of the American revolution can-
not be comprefled within the compafs of a few pages.
Its effccts are not confined to onc age or country. The
human mind has received a ftimulus, and attained an
expanfion, which will extend its influence beyond
calculation.

Frenchmen, the moft gallant, powerful and philo-
fophical nation in Lurope, gliw with the flame firft
kindled in this commonweaith.  The fpark excited in
Lexington and Concord, has already confumed the

’ mofs-growr,

* Thefe obfervations apply equally to unprincipled, fudions men, of
avbatewer party. They were not intended, as fome have imaguned, to
dulcribe antisfederalifls in princisle,
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mofs-grown, Gothic ftruéture of arbitrary govern~
ment in France, and meclted the ufelefs, oftentatious
ftatucs of kings, images of faints, and the richeft crown
in Europe, to purchafe liberty and government, for
fix and twenty millions of mankind. The fame Her-
culcan fpirit of indcpendence, which, in the Americm
cradle, ftrangled the two ferpents, Britifh tyranny, and
domeftic faction, is now belaboring the {laves of def-
potifm with the heavieft blows of republican manhood.
But now, from the mountains of Italy, we heard the
reverberated blows.

To cclebrate the magnanimity, to mention the
amazing refources of genius, courage and property,
which France has difcovered during the contett, 1s far
beyond our power.  'We hope her cxcefles, the cffect
of former oppreflion, will totally fubfide, that her new
conftitution has cftablithed liberty upon law andreafon.

The difinemberment of Poland, the infamous treaty
of Pilnitz, with the fubflequent acceflion of the other
powers to the combination in the outrageous attempt
to fubjugate an independent nation, have tully dif-
played the fury, the madnels of defpots.

While tyrants are making fuch defperate cftorts to
{fupprefs a {pirit of inquiry and frcedom, fatal to their
exiftence, it is peculiarly incumbent upon the friends
of liberty, to advocate her caufe.  Survey the globe.
Afia, Africa, Europe, with tow cxceptions, the Weft-
indies, and South America, gliinmer in political twi-
light, or grope in total darknefs. TFrance and the
UNITED STATES, a great political A'vras, fupport on
their thoulders the rREPUBLICAN WORLD.

With confidence we predict, that the mad ftruggles
of dcfpotifin will exhauft its firength.  All hail! ap-
proaching revolutions ! Anizricans ! <e bave lived

ages
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ages in a day ! Huge pyramids of lawlefs power, the
work of centurles, have fallen in a moment. With

fondeft ardor we indulge our withes, that nations
fhall yet fee the pride, the weaknefs, and the profli-

gacy of their governors. Fired by the bright cxam-
ples of France and America, may kingdom rife indig-
nant after kingdom, burft their chains, and lcvel every
fabric of tyranny with thc duft. We cordially f{up-
plicate the suPREME DIRECTOR OF EVENTS, tO en-
large the empire of enlightened reafon and pure relig-
ion, until virtue, knowledge, liberty and happinefs
fhall become extenfive as the globe, permanent as
time. But, whatever ifflue awaits the prefent Euro-
pean conteft,whatever may be the fate of other nations,
continue, GREAT AUTHOR OF GooD, the profperity
of AMERICA, perpetuate our peace, happinefs, INDE-
PENDENCE !




