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THE suithcr presents his opinion lo 1he public, on the
subject treated in the following pages, unsolicited.  He hopes
the .ntrusion will not be deemed an unpardonable offence —
He cffcrs no apology for what he has done ; dut an assurance
of hu: high regard for the cause he has advocated. If those
to whom he now sabmiis what he had no expectation of seeing
in print, at the time it was composed, shall pronounce it defi-
cient, he will abide the decision, and belicve that his designs
have not been censurafie, and the truths which he has not been
successful in stating with propricty and force, are notwith-
stand:ng tmportant and warthy of public regard.

The parlzcular moltves which have induced this publzca-
tion, arise from circumstantial considerations, which could be
nteresting fo bul fex: if explained. The author does 7.0t wish
heweéver 1o convenl Misdissatisfaction with the mannerin which
the Aantversary of our Independence is generally celebrated.
1t is certainly becoming a day of exty=medissipalion, and pe-
culiarly detrimental to the morals of the rising generation,
He views this effect with emotions of sorrow, and believes 1
2o be an indispersable duty tv guurd against it. He does not
desire that the observance of the duy, while 1t mey be subser-
vient to usefud purposes, should be discontizued ; bui thinks
tha: no real friend te his couniry can wish to see 1t celebrated .
i1 such a manner as would operzie unfavorably upon the mo-
rals of his ‘ello:s citizens.

Perhaps the coil snight be checked i some degree, if mi-
nusters of the gespel would preach on that day—use their in-

HAuence againsi zll e:cess, and inculcate the great dutiesof re-
" ltgizn and morakity. e cannot but express an earnest wish
that the trial might be made, and is not without hope, that
ihrough the divine blessing 1t would not be unsuecessful.
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A SERMON, &.

THE occafion on which we have affembled
#hould rernind us of the obligations we are under to
God. To him we are indebted for all cur natipnal
profperities, and:to him the tribute of our lhankfgiv.
ing ought always to be paid. -

A review of the circumflances under which this
country was firft fetled, and the interpofitiens of
providence by which its interefts have been promoted,
cannot fiil to fhew us that no other people have mors
caunfe for grateful acknowledgment to the over-ruler
of 2il things than ourfelves.

It is now nearly twe.centurics hnce a few families
emigrated: from. Europe, and began a fmall fettlement
on our eafiern borders.—Their condition was hazard-
ous and extremely trying—fursounded by a vaft, un-
koown. wildernefs—expoled to the dangers of famine
and maflacres of favage tribes: but God was their
confidence and thew friend ; he preferved them in
dangers, -and {upported them in trials, fupplied them
them with the neceflaries of life, and made bare his
arm for their falvation. In‘thelapfe of a fhort period
under his good providence, their ciccumftances be-
came lefs forbidding ; their numbers increafed, and
their profpe€ls brightened.  Settlements which. had
been before attempted, and in feveral inftances failed
of fuccels, were revived ; thofe that remained were
extended and new ones formed, The {pirit of en-
terprife was directed to America, and the afpett of
things fecmed to indicate that thele infant fettlements
might in future years become a great nation.
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In the fucceeding progrel: of our country we pe-
hold the footfieps of gcodnef: and mercy, and the
way preparing under the foltering care and proteét-
ing hand of God, for the indegendence wiich we this
day celebrate.—Twice has a formal war been waged
againft us by the powerful nations of France and Br:
tain—thoufznds of mercilefs Indians have been armed
for hoftilities, and encouraged by the cruchy of Eu-
ropean policy to aflift in fubduing or defiroying wvs.
Bei hitherto the Lerd bath helped us, and defeated
the defigns of our encmies. At prefent, though in-
jured znd infuited abroad, welive ir pecace at home,
znd enjoy the beft bieffings—we fit under our own
vine and eat our own brcad without moieftaticr..

If we were fenfible of our privileges, and percen
ed the obligaiions we arz uader to the governor oi
the world for 2ll we enjoy, we would fecl ourfelves
conftrained to offer to him, in high devotion, the tri-
buie of gratitude. ¢ Biefs the Lord O my foul,
and ail that is within mec blefs his holy name : Blefs
the Lord O my fou! and forget not all his benefits.”

We cannot but regret, that this day, which kas
been [et apart to commemorate our deliverance from
the government and impofitions of a foreign power,
fhould be converted into a day of diffipation, riot and
impiety.—When we fee whole crowds drunk—
when we hear them belching forth their infernal dia-
le@—when we fee them glorying in their brutality,
and perhaps at the famc time huzzaing for Lberty, we
are compelled to afk, are thefe the friends of liberty,
or the licenled {laves of a defoot ? Arc thefe the hon-
orablec and privileged citizens of Amcrice, or are they
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the dregs, of an infamous mob, or a rude gathering
of weftern Indians in grand pow-wow ?

Such cxcels is a difgrace to the day which we pre-
tend to confccrate to the memory of our national in-
dcpendence.  Our indcpendence would foon ceale to
be worth the facrifice of a fingle day—it would foon
terminate in thc moflt odious dependance, if there
were noue to fupport it but drunkards, fwearers and
boafting demagogues.

It is alio unhappy, thatthe rourTH OF jULY, a
day which ought to recall us to the common ground,
occupied when our independence was atchieved,
fhould be feized upon for the purpofe of cherithing
the principles of diliention and adding fuel to the fire
of party animofities. This day {Lould be facred to li-
berty and the caufe of truth aud virtue. Let that

{peaker never be applauded, nor that management
approved, which wouid few the feeds of difcord, and

fharpen the arrows and ftrengthen the bonds of party
malevolence.—On this day, every citizen in our
country, who aéls worthy of the bleflings he enjoys,
muft be willing to contribute his efforts to bury in ob-
livion minor diftinlions, 2nd revive the unions which
governed our councils and pervaded our armies when
Wasninegron commanded, and the commen determi-
nation of thoufands, firm in thcir attachments and
honeft in their inteations, was, never to relinquifh
the caufe for which the fword had been drawn. ,

Ve hope, natto be jaftly chargeable with ad-
vancing any thing, to cncourage diflipation or folter
party rancor, Diiclaiming all finifler views, and po-

htical circumventions, we {hall endeavor to direét
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yout attention to objetls, which we deem not incom.-
‘patible with the end, for which this day, if diftin-
guilhed at all, ought to be commemorated.

It is believed that none will judge it uafuitable to.
the prefent occafion to confider in what manner our
independence can bc preferved, and our national
bleflings perpetuated.

We have chofen, as the bafis of what we are about
to deliver, a noted Aphorifm of Solomon.

“ Righteoufnefs exalteth a nation, but fin is a reproach
1o any people.”—PROVERBS Xiv. 34.

Righteoufnefs, is not in this praverb, refiri@ed to 28s.
of juflice fimply, bat is ufed in a more extenfive fenfe.
and includes both moral and religious duties. This
Jattude of fignification, is fimilar to the extent i
which the apoftle ufes the word when he fays, ¢ a-
wake to righicoufnefs, and fin not.” This confirue-
tion, may be fupported by comparing the two parts.
of the text with each other, as fin 1s difobedience to
Gad, fo righteoufnefs is obedience to his law, and
in this extent embraces the whole compals of ourduty.
The law of God is the perfett ftandard of a&tions, and
conformity to it is righteoufnefls. |

That peopie who fupport the charafler of righte-
cufnefs. muft rcnder fear to whom fear i1sdue, bonor
tc whiom honor i1s due, charity to whom charity is
due, obedicnce to whom obedience is due, to Cefar
the things that are Cefar’s—to God the things that are
God’s—in a word, they muft ¢ do jultly, love mercy,
and wali humbly with God.”  This wiil dignify their
charaller and elevate them in national greatnels—It
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will fecure the happinefs of individuals, and advance
the public intereft. |

The oppofite is exprefled in the other part of this
proverb ¢ Sin is a reproach to any people.”  Sin,
here, means every thing which is contrary to what
God requires, and confequently includes both immo-
rality and irreligion : Ifthefle prevail in a nation, they
will be a reproach to that nation—there, the founda-
tions of order will be deftroyed, and mifery and ruin
follow.

The aphorifm before us is founded upon fafls,
and many fa&s might be adduced, to confirm, and
illufirate its truth.

We might open to you the page of hiftery, and
bid you read the record of nations and governments
which bawve fucceflively rifen up and paffed away—we
might call your attention to the exifting flate of the
world and from the wkole deducethe firongeft proof
that Solomon uttered a truth which eught never to be
queftioned when be faid that < Righteoufnefs exalieth
a nation ; but fio is a reproach to any people.”

The Liltory of the nation of Ifrael, in particular,
deferves our attention, and may be confidered as a
fpecimen of the fate of all other nations.

Mofes, their great lawgiver, under the fanQion
of divine authority, addreffed them in the language
of truth, “know therefore this day (faid he) and‘con-
hider 1n thine heart, that the Lord he is God, in hea-
ven aboveand upon theearth beneath. There is none
elfe. Thou fhalt keep his ftatutes and his commaad-
ments, which I command thee this day, that it may
go well with thee, and thy children afier thee, and
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that thou mayelt prolong thy days upon the earth
which the Lord thy God giveth thee forever.” Deut.

iv. 39, 40. It fhall be, if thou do at all forget 1he
Lord thy God, and walk after other Gods, and ferve
them, and worfhip them, I teftify againft you this
day, that ye fhall furely perifh, as the nations which
the Lord deftroyeth before your face ; fo fhall ye pe-
rifh, becaufe ye would not be obedient, unto the
voice of the Lord your God.” Deut. viii. 19, 20.
He affured them, the richeft bleflings ihould be
the reward of their obedience, and the heavieft pan-
ifhments the confequence of their tranfgreflions (fee
Deut. 28) The fucceeding hiftory of this people, is
a confirmation that their lawgiver did not promife
them profperity, which they never enjoyed, nor fore-
warn them of adverfity, which they never felt. In
reviewing the changes through which they paffed, we
fometimes {ee them obedient and happy : but often-

er difobedient and miferable ; and always find an inti-
mate conneflion between their charaéterand condition.

Their wickednels, though fometimes checked by
promifing reformations, increaled with the years of
their refidence in the land of promife. At length they
feparated into two diftinét governments, and their na-
tional glory departed. Each divifion firengthened in
vice and impiety. Thetentribescommonly exceed-
ed in wickednefs, and were firft ripe for deftruflion.
Judah and Jerufalem followed at no great diftance
the fame fatal courfe.—

In the days of Ifaiah, this was their charafter—
““Ah! finful nation, a people laden with iniquity,
a feed of evil doers; children that are corrupters, they
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ave forfzken the Lord, they have provoked the ho-
ly cne of Ifracl to anger, thev arc gone away back-
ward.” And this was their doem, ¢ Your country
is defolate, your cities are burat with fue, your land
firangers devour it in ycur prefence, and it is defo-
late, as overthrown by fliangers.” At length the
meafure of their iniquity too was filled up, and they
have long fince been {cattered amongft the nations,
and their country overrun by their enemics and op-
preflors.

Thisis not a folitary inftar:ce in the hiftory cf the
world. Ali the kingdoms and republics which have
hitherto exifted, confirm the truth that morality and
religion dignify and elevate 2 natior, but vice and
and wickednels degrade and defiroy amy peopie.

If we trace the hiflory of Afia and Europe we
fhal! find fome governments rifing in murder, rapine
and conqueft, and again failing inio ruin by the fame
inlramenis of defrutiton. We fhall find others ori-
ginating on julier principies, exteading their territo-
ries, increzfing their ltrengiiiand accumulating wealih ;
but all this was infufhicient to fecure their perminancy.
Vice {pread and marmred with their growth, and at
lenigih efictled their ruin.

Even in cur own tunzs, Europe affords an awlul
proof, that ¢ Siu 1s a reproach to any people.”
Here we {cethe punithment ¢f rational itn, and ag-
gravated guilt—ihic Lorrors of warfaie and the mife-
ries of unrightcous claims, cnforced by the authority
of military power—thoufaids fall in their unboly
ftrifes —dcluiation, diftrefs, cruelty and brutalny
mark iixe progrefs of their contending armies—gov-

B
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ernments long eftablithed, are torn from their foun-
dations by the sudeft hands, and thoufands, immoral
and impious, buried in their ruins—revolution fuc-
ceeds revolution, and each government which laft ex-
ilts, by gigantic ftrides in vice, is haftening to diffo-
lution and ripening apace for the vengeance of Al.
mighty God.

Can we believe that our own government is ex-
empted from the laws by which all the movements of
human affairs are controled ? Shall vice and irreligion
zeafe to produce here their neceflary effe@s, and our

-gavernmcst outbrave the florms which in every other
caie have overturaed the foundations of order, and
proitrated the barrniers of <ivil liberty ? Shall we in-
fult the majefty of God and noi incur his difpleafure ?
Shall we few the feeds of diffolution, and yet cement
our union ? Shall we hew down the pillars upon
which our independence refts and not endanger its
falt ? Or will the name which our éovcrnmcnt bas
aflumed, repel every affailant and enfure its duration ?

Much is expetied from the name, by thofe who
are governed by founds and determined i1 their opin-
ion by their own withes :—But the charm of names
has been tried in all the wide range, from the yproud
monarchies of the eaft down to the licentious cerr -
binations of modern jacobins, and has never yet fa-
ved a finful nation from reproach and ruin.

On what grounds do thofe proceed, who preditt
the perpetuity of our civil inflitutions, without ac-
knowledging the neceffity of that which is eflendal to
the fupport of a good governm=nt ? The fame virtue
and noblenefs of mind which eftablifh a good govern-
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ment, are neceffary to preferve . This is a truth
which we ought to underftand, and of which we can-
not be too. often reminded.

If there be not a prepondcrance of virtue in the
rulers of a nation, their meafures will nct be direfled
to the public good: If the mafs of the people be-
come corrupt and immoral, {ooner or later their pri-
vileges will be deltroyed, if in no other way, by their
own hands, and thiey muft fink into the abjefinefs of
flavery.

In a government like ours, 1f thé people are vir-
tuous, thereisa remedy for the mifchiefs of wicked
rulers ; they can be punifhed for their crimes or re-
moved from their office, and better men fixed in their
place ; but if the people be as corrupt as their rulers,
how fhall the evil be remedied;, and where fhall we
look for better men to govern ; who will corrett a-
bufes and punifh aggreflions P—When a fenfe of
moral obligation 1s deftroyed in the public mind, and
wickednefs prevails in the higher and lower ranks of
feciety, an awful crifis is approaching, and the re-
fult mult be anarchy or defpotifm. Anarchy cannot
long exift, &t would foon produce univerfal devafta-
tion. And is there any other way to govern thofe
who are always difpofed todo wrong and neverto do
right, whozrcincapablcof any thing noble,and bhru-
talized by vice, Lut by ablolute compullion ? It is
humbling indeed that man, who might be virtuous,
and free, and honorable, znd happy, fhould reduce
himfelf, to fuch an abj=8 and wretched ftate: We all
abhor it—think we do nat deferve it, and fay we wifh
to prevent i, What then will fave us as a people
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{rom this gulph of deftrultion ? What will preferve
ou- free and indepzodent form of government ? Is
it .ot a blefing wornth preferving? It is a blefling,
which has been procured by numerous privations—
by great excrtions, and the facrifice of many valuabie
lives—a bicfing, for whicis heaven was carneftly in-
treated, and whick was received asa fignal favor from
God. 1tis a quefi:on 10 which we ought to fecl a
deep intesell—How ca2n 1t be preferved ? Noe by the
heentioufnels i L. prefs, nor the airy fpeculations
o poirical enihul:afts—nor by the difemination-of
flander, por the reciprocal anathemas, of ntolerant
partizans—no: by quarreiling w'th our rulers, nor
f zbting amongMt oarfeives—not by idohzing that par-
ty nor execrating this—znot by lcaving the duties of
our ftation and ealifling in the war of ambitious chief-
tzins—aot by hofli'ity with that foreign nation,nor al-
liance with this—nct by emptiy proieflions of patriot-
1fm, thefe often flos moft profufely from the mouths
of enemies and traitors—not alone by the increalc
of our property, the multiplication of our numbers,
the exient of our commerce. the power of our fhip-
ing. the flrength of cur fc -ufications, or the quanti-
ty of surmilitary florzs. The hiftory of paft ages—
the monuments of national degradation planted in the
world, fthow us tha: no:withftanding thefe auxiliaries
we may effe@ cur cwn deitrulticn, or fubmit to the
tyrannical exztlions of 2 foreign mafter.

Nor will the fpread of knowledge alone fecure our
naiional {afetyand profperiiv ; every man of difcern-
ment muft perceive, il.atan ignorant and vicious peo-
vie caonot {upport a good government.  The forea]
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of knowledge therefore, in a political view, amongflt
all ranks of people, in a mild and republican form of
governmeni, is greatly defirable and fhould be en-
couraged. Batin the mean time let us not attribute
too much to human {cience. If you increafe ihe
knowledge of wen and leave them without a fenfe of
duty and belief in their accountability to a tribunal,
where truth is difclofed and juftice reigas, vou but
accomplifh them for progreflion in wickednefs, and
render them two fold more the children of the devil
and the pefts of their fellow-men.

We difcard all the vain expedients of dithonefty
and cupiicity—all the meafures of depraved or miita-
ken policy, and hefitate not to adept she fentiment of
Solomon ¢ Righteou{nels exzkerh a nation,” for our
anfwer to the quzition *¢ How fhall our free and in-
dependerit forin of government be preferved ?” Noth.
ing but nghteoulncfs will exalt our nation and per-
petuate our rights and privileges.

It cannot be doubted, but every honeft and en-
lightened politician will admit that morality amongft
the members of our union, is neceffary to the peace
and profperity of our countrv, and permit usto add
what is eafily proved to &e true, that morality cannot
be fupported without religion. The conncciion in
this cafe s too intimate, to admit of feparution withs
out mutual deftrafion. Every man oughtto know
thatthat religion is {alfe and thould be regarded as fuch
which does not produce good morai conduft.  And
on the other hand morality withoat religion is equally
falie. Itis not fufficiently pure, does not proceed

from an authority fufficiently high, and is not cnfor-
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ced by motives fufficiently commznding to effe the
great end of national fafety and profperity.

The pafhons and miftakes of men will be transfue
fed into the fyftems of moral inﬁru&ibn, which ori-
ginate with them{zlves, and ofien in fo large 2 mea-
fure as to render them poifonous to the public mind.

Befides, that which one man advances without a-
ny thing to {upport it, but human reafon or human
authority, another will feel himfelf at full liberty to
difpute, and that which a man feels himlelf 2¢ full 3i-
berty to admit or reje&, will never fan8ify his heart.
nor govern his alltions.

Morcover no man without the authority of reli-
gion, can affure us of a judgment {0 come—a flate of
endlefs bappinefs for the righteous and eternal pun-
ifhment for the wicked : and if one who attempts to
inculcate morality, is not able on the ground which he
2flumes, to cftablith the doéirine of futurz retribu-
tion, he ought not to expe@@ much faccels; bLis
weapons are powerle{s and his perfualives unaffe@ing.
Infinitely the greateft and mofl urgent reafons why
we fhou!d abandon fin and perform our duty do net
belong to his fyflem, nor fan&ion his inftrullion.
The truthis fuch morality i1s feldom ufeful, fometimes
produflive of evil, and generally ends in vain t2ik
and empty fpeculation. Nor will a falfe rehigion, nor
even the true religion, pervented by the poiicies of
the world, or degraded by the cxcentricities of vi-
fionaries fuppont the caufc of moraliy, cfpecially at
the prefent period, when a thoufand fharpers are rea-
dy to feize every occafice azainll relision and fight
for licentioufnzfs,
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Nothing but the religion which God has taught us
in the fcriptures, received in its purity, and accompa-
nied by its power, will fupport and enforce that mo-
rality which is eflential to the prefervation of our go-
vernment and the profperity of our country.

The morality of the fcriptures is pure, and if prac-
tifed, would eradicate the evils which embitter the
lives of individuals and deftroy nations—It would
corre& abufes, redrefs grievances, and lead each one
to cherith a benevolent heart, and maintain an upright
and picus life.

V7e open the bible and learn from the inftrutions
which it gives, true refpet for ourfelves. ¢ Ceale to
do evil and lcarn to do well”—*¢ Deny ungodlinefs
and worldly lofts”—¢ Provide things honeft in -the
fight of all men”—*¢ Seek for that good part which
thall never be taken from you”—¢¢ Seek for a crown
of glory.”—In a word do nothing mean, nothing you
are afhamed to avow.—Live above the world and do
good—God will honor you, and you fhall be happy
forever. Here we learn to regard and treat our fel-
low men as we ought. ¢ Be ye kindly affettioned
one towards another”—¢ Avenge not yourfelves”—-
¢ Forgive your enemies”’—* Love your neighbor”—
¢ As ye would that other men fhould de to you, do
ye even fo 1o them”---¢ Feed the hungry, clothe the
naked”---¢¢ Vifit the widow and the fatherlefs in their
afilitions.” What heavenly---what godlike morality
is this! ¢ Huofbands love your wives ; Wives obey
vour hufbands”---¢¢ Fathers provoke not your chil-
dren to wrath”-.-¢ Children, obey your parents in the
Lord, for this is right”’-.-¢¢ Magiftratcs, barc notthe
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fword in vain. Be 2 terror ta cvil doers, and z praife
to them that do well”---* And you, O man, pray for
your rulers, and fubmit to every ordinance of man,
from refpe@ to God, who hath ordained that you
fhould be governed.” But why fhould we detain vou
with fcic@ing anv more from the {criptures on this
branch of our duty ; there is no: 2 perfonal, relative,
or focial duty which they do not enjoin---¢¢ What{oe-
ver things are true, whatloever things are Lonefl,
whatioever things are jult, whatfoever things are
;purc, whatfoever things are lovely, whatfoever things
are of good report, if there be any virtee---if there be
an)_' praife think on thefe things.”

Here too we learn, the refpe& which we owe to
God, ¢ Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart”---¢ Thou fhal worfhip the Lord thy God,
and him only fhalt thou ferve.” ¢ Whether therefcre
ye eat or drink, or whatfoever ye do, do all to the
glory of God.”

Such is the morality of the bible, and it is énfor-
ced by the moft powerful motives.

1. Itis plainly ftated and all neceflary affiftance
in performing it, is freely offered.

2. The authority which enjoins it, is paramount
to all otker authority.

3. Godis conflantly prefent with us, who will be
our final judge and reward us with everlalling life if
we are faithful, and puzifh us with cternal death if
we are dilobedient. Greater encouragements and
higher fanflions cannot accompany moral and religi-
ous inftrution. |

What opinion can you form of the heart or un-
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Aerflanding of a man who pronounces this religion
ufelels ‘n-a politiczal view and péthaps fets himfelf to
oppole its influence ? Either his defigns are bad, or
his knowledge is exttemely limitéd. Sucha man muft
be an unfuitable perfon to guide your opiiiions, and
dire® your public ineafures. |

It is rezdily adwmiteed, that immoral and irreligi-
ous men have fometimes been inftruments of good.
God candefeat * the counfels of the wicked and make
the wrath of man to praifehim.” Batisit notatruth
that the pernicious effects of their fentiments and ex-
amples, have almoft univerfally far overbaianced their
ufefulaefs ? They bave built up in one inftance, but
pulled down in ten. They have raifed an ornament
or repaired a wall in the temple of human happinefs ;
bat in the mean time, they have fapped the founda-
tion, and weakened the pillars upon which the whole
fabric refts. I am aware, that what I fay may not be
acceptable to all to whom I fpeak, and yet I am not
willing to indulge the thoughit that any one fhould be
offended where there is no juft caufe, and certainly
nocffence isintended. But for any difpleafure which
may be felt, I cannot admit that I am an{werablé:

I am happy in being able to fupport what I ad-
vance, by the authority of Walhington, the glory of
our country. The memory of this great and good
man {hould be dear to our hearts, and his opinion,

on points which relate to the welfare of our union,
held in high refpe@. We fclett one paffage from his
valedi@ory addrefs to the people of the United States.

 Of all the difpofitions and habits which lead to
c
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political profperity (fays he) religion and morality are
ihdifpen “able {upports. In vain would that man claim
the tribute of patriotifm, who fhould labor to fubvert
thele great pillars of human happinefs---Thefe firmeft
props of men and citizens ; the mere politician, equal-
ly with the pious man, ought to refpeét and to cherifh
them. A volume could not trace all their connexions
with public and private felicity. Let it be imply afk-
ed, where is the fecurity for property, for rcputation,.
for life, ifthe fenfe of religious obligation defert the
oaths which are theinftruments of inveltigation in the
courts of juftice? And let us with caution indulge
the [uppofition, that morality can be maintained with-
out religion, Whatever may be conceded to the in-
fluence of refined education on minds of peculiar
firutures, reafon and experience both forbid us to ex-
pe&t that national morality can prevail in exclufion
of religious principle.”

Such was the opinion of Wathington. We might
fele@ more to the fame point from his public addref-
fes, and add the names of all great and good men in
confirmaticn of the fame fentiment, bat this would be
needlefs—the quotation we have made is full upon the
point in queftion, and contains irrehftible truth.
Wathington was a foldier, a flatefman ard a chriftian.
He was not alhamed to own his belief and fupport in
his conduft his prdfc{ﬁc;n. His piety was the piety
ofa found mindand fincere heart, and led him to thofe
deeds which will tran{mit his fair fame to the end of
time.--- Shall we ever be wife by his counfel and vir-
tuous by his example ? |

Behold a noify, buftling politician affefling to de-
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fpife the truths which Walhington revered, and live
above the duties in which #¢ gloried. How contempti-
ble does this quack in politics appear, when con-
trafted with the father of our republic, and meafured
by the ftandard of his paigiotifm ?---You may revilea
fiiend of religion in common life ; bu: on the znni-
verfary of our independence you dare not curfe the
man who. was foremoft in atchieving it.  Occupying
the ground, in vindicating the caufe of religion which
was held by Wathington, we need no apology and
fear no affault. Covered with the fhicld of truth, we
proceed with our fubje&, and hope te be beard with
candor. ‘ |

When we confider the importart placé which mo-
rality and religion hold in the welfareof a nation, we
fee who ought to be deemed the friends of our coun-
try, and the fupporters of eur civil inflizutions. That
man is the beft-patriot who is mofi farh{utl in the duties
ofhis employment—:ho is moft juft in hisdeatings---
molft benevolent in bis conduét---motit obedient 1o the
iaws of his country, and moft fiacerein his devotions.

Truth conftrains us to beware of the pretended
patriotifm of immoral and irreligious men; who can
entertain a bigh opinion of the profeflions of a man
who 1c igic ana vicious—who fews the feeds of fedition
wnd fpreads the tales of flander—who betrays the in-
‘nocentand impolesupon the uawary. Behold awretch
infamous with.every vice, -~d yet none mare clamor-
ous 1 the jzrgon of politics than he; he is a drunk-
ard and a Liar, but he has chofen his party a~d af-
iumed his political name.  When bis fuffrage is need-

cd his patriotifm mull not be queflioncd--- what wretck-
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ed policy ! He takes th.e name of God in vain, though
the laws of his cour.try pronounce it a crime, and
God will not hold him guililefs. FHe equivocates.
and deceives under the folemn:ty of an oails, and thus.
contribu:es his infueacs to deflroy the adminiftration
of juftice, which nuft tarn upon the validity of tefti-
mony—He cheats ki neighbor and glories in his in-
fernal canning, though the laws of the government,
which proie€ic nim forbid Lis knavery, and the autho-

sity of heaven requires kir ¢ to provide thiags hon, |
eft in the fight of all men.” |

- But [ would not atempt i draw at full length
thic oflenflive piflure. He 13 cne who endeavors to
breal. down order in church and flate, and fpread the
defolations and mifcries of licentioufnefs.—-Such a
man is a.pefl in fociety and a burden to. his country.
An immoral chriftian 1s a contradilion---an immora}
patriot is 2n abfurdity. No mar ought to claim the
name of a chriftian who. does not lead a chriilian life ;
for a reafon equally gooc, no one who daes not fup-
port the charaflsr of a vintuous citizen ought to think
bimfelf entitled to the appellation cf 3 patriot. Mo-
rality is effenuial to the profperity of a country. He
who claims the name of her friend and does not
contribute to her intereft, is but. a pretender and a
hypocrite.

If my voice couid be heard amidft the din of par-
ty war, I would warn my country againft fuch pre-
tended patriots, {rom whatever quarter they come
and whatever name they affume. |

Wih the volume of revelation in my hand, and
the hiftory of the woild open befor¢ me, I would
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proclaim, if ever irrcligious fentiment/ and immoral
pralices fhall gain a full afcendency in this country,
our independence will be annihilatrd and the fair treo
of liberty hewn down---the {un c(our glor will fer
and the demons of darknefs how: over our ruin.
Splendid profeflions, unfi.pported by an upcight
life are entitled to no credit. Immoraliiy and impie-
ty are the evils which you, my counirymea, ough:
moft to fear; they are the engines af the prince of
darknefs, and menace your deftrudion.* He who
avets them is net your friend ard does nat deferve
your confidence. If you could fec threugh hi; de-
figns you would find his awn canfequence much near-
cr his heart than the good of bis country and the
“promotion of your interefts’; he may flatter you, but
it is only that he may deccive you ; he like Abfalom
may attempt to fteal your bearts with a kifs, but it is
only that he may accomplith his own wicked purpofes.
I would intreat ¢ my fellow-citizens in the name
of their independence,” to rally round the ftandard
of truth, and {upport by their example and counte-
nance the caufe of virtue and piety. ‘Thele are the
grand pillars upon which the independence of the U-
pited States muft reft. Let no enemy attempt to

% Itis possitle that in a few instances both the sentiment
and lunguage expressed in this und the following page, are
borrowed. If suck instances occur, the original notes have
not the necessary references, and in the circumstances in
which the copy is drawn off for the press, the proper acknow-
ledgments cannot be made. This the author regrets—he
would gladly strengthen his own opinion by the scntiments of
olhers. |
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weaken their frength, without incurring the public
difpleafure.  Let thofe who bave faught for liberty-.
who have Sactificed their property—who have feen
the devaftatioes of war and the carnage of battle, ne-
ver [uffer an encmy to 2ffail with impunity, the mo-
nument of their glory. Let thofe' who are honored
vrith the prefervation, under providence, of their own
Jibertics, and: perbaps the liberties of fucceeding gene-
rations, w:ich the facred truft; and be vpon their
moft vigilaat guard, againft the principles of irreli-
gion, and the praflices of licentioufnefs---Let them
never betiay the caafe whick iuey are called to fop-
port, by yiclding to the folicrations of that delufive
doflrin/;, which would flatter them with the idea cf
nationl or individaal happinefs, in warfare agamﬂ:
God, and violaticn of his laws.

¢ I would im2zzat them tc Lear me while T exhost
theor.”—*¢ Put away the fl;ange Gods from among
you:.”—* If ve be willing 2nd obedient, ve fhall eat
th:: good of the iand; but if ye refufe and rebel, ye
fr.ail be devoured by the {word, for ine mouth of the
:.ord hath fpoken #.” * Acknowledge no king” but
the Lord God of beaven aad earth. ¢ Rejell not
his authorty,”—delpife not his word- --fear his difplea-
fure—-feek his favor---pay him the nomage of vour
fouls and follow his counfels---cuitivate kind affeSlions
to your fellow-men and 15 one another---praflife the
virtues of juflice, benevolence and patriotifm. With-
out thefe your republican government cannot fland.
But with thele fupports, it fhall furvi ive the convul-
fions of the world and witnefs the vears of millonial
selicny., !
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I would befeech my brethren of the United States
to cherifh the common bond of union.and fpurn the
delufions, which would link them in the wicked po.
licies of diftant nations.—Let them be firm to the in-
tereft of their country, and God will not withhold
from them, ¢ his blefing which maketh rich, and
addeth no forrow.” |

] would remimd them, that ¢ righteoufnefs
exalieth a nation ; but fin is a reproach to any peo-
ple.” That there is not a more unholy, a more de-
firutive enemy to our national profperity, than par-
ty eavy, party jealoufy, farty batred, and party
frife. It cherifhes unrighteoufnefs, and producesa
thouiand fins. None but the moft undeferving, can
have an intereft in fanning thisunhallowed flame.

"~ 'O my countrymen ; remember that you are bre-
thren---that you have one common intereft---that you
muft fupport your independence, by your virtue
and patriotifm, or loofe it.  The clamors ofparty-{pi-
rit, and the fcrambles of office hunters, will not fecure
your rights nor brighten your glory. Abandon dil-
traft and malice.---Live togetker in peace and friend-
thip. ¢ Eftablith habits of fobriety, induftry, moral-
ity and religion,” and fo fhall your country be the
care of heaven ; ¢ the edifice of your freedom fhall
ftand upon a rock,” you fhall be the happieft people
upon whom the fun of beaven {heds his light, and
your children, and your children’s children fhall rife
up and call you bleffed.”

Inhabitants of Ciariton !—People of my min-
ilterial Charge ! Why thould we fuffer ourflelves to

¢ unhappy by the ftratagems and coilifions of ambi-
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tious poiiicians? We hive in comparative obfcuity -
remote from the {cernes of public regard, and feldom
noticed by the chieftains of party contention. They
never will make our interefls their care, nor remune-
rate us for the mifer:zs of ouroppefitions and quarrels,
in following their flandards. Let us zarn to refseft
ourfelves ; let us live in peace with one another ; le:
us be juft and generous, cultivaie good wili to men,
and live inthe fear of the Lord : Icihis way we fhall
not be unhappy ip ocurfelves, norufelels in our gen-
eration ; without clamor and coniention, we may
contribute our fuli proportion to the public good.
Let us iake the icripzuies fior our guide---the Sa-
viour of the world for our example, and the promifes
of the gofpel for our hepe and whatever revolutions
may take place in diflant nations, or changes in our
own countty, every returning anniverfar; of our in-
dependence, fhall find us in pofleffion of a peace,
which the world can neuker give nor take away---li-
berties which can never be deflroyed, and enjoy-
ments which fhali be confummated in heaven.

TiHZ END,




