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ADVERTISEMENT.

THEZ following SErMow was first prepared for, and delivered be:
fore the Caledonia #asdington Bcucvolent Society, at the celebration

»f the birth of WasvinGToN, in February last. Owing to similarity
»f circumstances it was delivered likewise, on the Anniversary of Inde-

pendence.

On the latter occasion however, there were some things added, and
sthers omitted.

It is now submitted for the press, in compliance with a request of the
Vashington Bencvolent Socisty, of Newbury

July, 1812,



CHRISTIAN BENEVOLENCE.-

FROM my earliest remembrance, 1 have beei:
in the habit of pronouncing the word AMERICA, with
sensations of peculiar pleasure. My attachment to
the country, and my respect for its inhabitants, in-
duced me to emigrate to it, before I had seen a na-
tive American, or knew one person on this side of
the Atlantic. I have now for nine years eaten its
bread ; enjoyed its civil and religious liberty, receiv-
ed its grateful hospitality, wherever providence has
directed my course, and enjoyed the flattering atten-
tion of u large portion of those, with whom I have
had regular or occasional intercourse. Dead indeed
should I be to all sensibility, did I not feel alively
interest in the welfare of that country, where Ihave
enjoyed so many favors, |

Believe me, my hearers, tho’ aforeigner by birth,
I participate in all the pleasurable sensations of the
warmest patriots among you, on this anniversary of
your National Independence. I would not wish to
be understood as renouncing the country that gave
me birth, or as intimating that my attachments to it
have ccased toexist.  They still remain in full force.
The quarrel, therefore, which at this moment exists
between the two countries is most, painful to my
mind. Figure to yourselves two men at variance.
'They declare open hostility to one another, and stu-
dy, on cach side, svho shall do the other most harm.
What think you, would be the feclings of that
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wonian, who is wife to the one and sister to the cth-
er ? If you can realize the frelings of a female, so
situated, you can realize the feelings of your preach.-
cr to day, in reference to the unhappy dispute now
begun between Great Britain, and the United Siatec
of America.

Although the circumstances in which we meet tc
day, are not so auspicious as those of past anniver-
saries yet they are not such as shouid destroy our
love of country, liberty or independence Lt us
hepe for better days. Let us even hope that this
year, which has commenced,with a declaratien of hos-
tilities, may terminate, in profound peace.

As the invitation foir the present celebration was
given by a Society, recently established in this place,
1t may be expected that some notice should be taken
ofit. 1 do not appear before you either as its histo-
rian, or its advocate. 1 may say of it, us I said cf
another Socieiy, a few days ago, from this pulpit, that
Tam ignorant of its peculiarities. ‘This much how-
ever, I may say, that the uubounded confidence 1
place, in the integrity and veracity of many of its
members, in different parts of the country, placesit
entircly beyond the reach of my suspicion. I have
observed, indeed, in some of the public journals,
very unqualified censures bestowed on this Socicty,
but as these were not accompanied, with any thing
like proof of the turpitude of the institution, I re.
garded them as mere calumnics, We live in aday.
when very little regard is" paid to truth or candor, by
many who write for the public eyc.  Public bodies,
private individuals, and official characters, unheard
and uncondemned, are freely held up to thie scorn
and ridicule of mankind, 1 know not how wmen o
this description satis{y their consciences ;  bhat, this
1 krow, that he who taketh up an evil report agnine:
his neighbor, is in danger of condemnation.

Averse to the practice of introducing pelitical
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discuszion into the pulpit, {a subject which I
cheeifully resign, on this occasion, to the orator who
1s to succeed me,) I shall at present atiempt the
dcliniation of a christian virtte.  The topic of dis-
course 1s suggested by the appellation of the Society,
at whose request 1 now address you. It is Benevo-
lerce. A portion of scripture suited to my design
1s contained in
CALLATIANS, VvI. 10.
“As we have, therefore, opportunity let 1:; do good w:to
all men,”’

When man came from the hand of his Maker, Le
was not only perfectly holy, but perfectly happy.—
Fad the human race retained their reciitude, they
doubiless would buve retained their fclicity. But
alas ! who can calculate the miseries introduced

Into our world, by the entrance of sin, Look around
you und see the miseries, which sin has entailed ¢n
man.  Here are m.n enduring the extremities of
pam, in consequence of bodily indisposition. There
are mulutu:ies groaring under the iron hand of pov-
crty, cccasioned, perbaps, by the perfidy and villany
of professed friends : and in every place there are
those who have talcs of distress to relate,  Although
~ll are involved in and exposed to misery, vet all do
ot share init alike. Hence 1t is the duty of these,
v'ho are for the present exempted from those kinge
ofadversity,which disenable from acts of beneficence,
to do all in their power, for the relief of their fellew.
nien,  Lhisis the duty inculcated in our text,

In treating of this subject, we shall consider the
objects of Benecveolencc—the moanner in which it
should be exercised—and the motives by which it
ought to be governed.

1. T'heobjects of BENEVOLENCEs

The principal object of benevelence is the ind:-
acnt, At a certain time, a woman brought a box of
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»doniercus ointment to anoint the person of Jesus.
some of kis disciples objected to what they consid-
cred an unnecessary waste, and suggested the pro-
puiety of disposing of the ointment, for the benefit
of the poor. Jesus reproved and silenced them, by
caying ‘¢ ye have the poor withyou always, and when-
soever ve will, ye may do them good, but me ye have
notalways.”” ¢The poor” we again read, ¢ shallrev.
er ceasc outof theland ;”’ and again, ¢‘he that hath pity
ypon the poor lendeth unto the Liord.” I believe there
1s no country under heaven, in which there are such
cxccllent provisions made for the poor, as that in
which providence has cast our lot. To those of us
who have seen foreign countries, the contrast, as it
respects this particular, is peculiarly pleasing. In
every place of public concourse, in cvery street, and
almost at every door, on certain occasions, we se¢
swarms of wrctched mendicants, nmuportunately and
clamorously, imploring aid from the hand of charity.
Here one year passes after another, without our see-
mg one beggar.  Stili, however, there are those with-
in our rzach who are proper objects of charity ; per-
sons who, Dby sickness, accidents, or perhaps mis-
management, are reduced to straitened, perplexed,
circumstances. They have no disposition, and it
sray be, have no right to throw themselves on the
towns where they live. "T'here are many families
and 1ndividuals, who, whilst in health, suffer no in-
convenicncies from their hard fare, yet when afllicted
oy indisposition, for lack of property, cannot com-
=eand those delicacies and cordials, which we all
«now to be necessary to a sick bed.  These will be
souglit out, by the benevolent and humane, and will
be generously relieved. It is indeed a part of that
~ligion that cometh from above, to visit the father.
iess and the widow in thetr affliction. ¢ Whoso Lath
“his worlds good, and sceth his brother have nced, &
chutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how
Gwelletty the love of God 1 Lim 27
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Another class, who may be considered as objects
of benevolence, are the ignorant. Man is ushered
into the world, without any innate ideas; conse-
queutly whatever knowledge he possesses,is altogeth-
er acquired. Multitudes of mankind are entirely
beyond the reach ofthe means of instruction ; and
am.ng those who enjoy them, many youth are so
grossly inattentive that they derive no benefit from
them : hence the deplorable ignorance of many of
the humanrace. Ignorance of the arts and sciences,
so far as they conduce to the practical benefit of man,
1s sincerely to be deplored ; and an attempt at re-
moving it. is clearly the duty of those who are com-
manded to dogood to all men as they have oppor-
tunity.

Societies that are formed for political or moral pur.
poses exclusively, calculate on diffusing knowledge
respecting these subjects only ; but, occupying the
staiion of a teacher of christianity, you must bear
with me whilst I notice another species of ignorance,
infinitely more deplorable. 1 refer to men’signo-
rance of the method of salvation. Among us, the
Scriptures, generally, are believed.  If they be true,
it follows that as long as men are ignorant of God’s
righteousness, they are exposed to ceaseless woe.
The consequences, therefore, of this species of 1g-
norance, ar¢ incomparably deplorable. If men are
ignorant of the art of agriculture they cultivate their
fields to disadvantage ;—if they are ignorant of the
science of casting accounts, they are liable to impo-
sition, in their transactions with unprincipied specu-
lators ;—if they are ill informed in political con-
cerns, they are likely to give their suffrages to that
class of men, who are ever apt, by fair specches and
pompous professions, to deceive the unwary :—Dbut
if they are ignorant of God and of Jesus Christ, whom
he hath sent into the world, they lose thenr soule.
It is a solemn truth that he who believerh not, {and

_—
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how can 4 man believe what he knows not) shall be
damned. In the immensely populous territories of
Asiaand Africa, christianity can hardly be siid to
be known. Darkuness covers the earth, and gross
darkness the people, and in the other quarters of the
globe, by far the greater part of the population, are
cither ignorant of the name of Jesus, or of that class
who know their Master’s will, but do 1t mot. The
man of christian philanthropy contemplates these
facts with deep regret, and tho’ he should deem him.
self ineligible to the ofhce of a christian teacher, he
can contribute of his substance, for the wider diffu-
sion of divine truth, and pray with fervor ¢ thv king.
dom come, thy will be done onearth, asic 1s in
heaven,”

2. The manner in which Benevolence should be

exercised.

Itis difficult to suggest an arranged system on
which we should proceed, in doing good to
our fellow men. Those who are disposed to obcy
the command'in our text, will easily find a way of
doing it. In gencral, they will caution the unwary
and precipitate, they will advise the perplexed, and
they will inform the ignorant. 1 know that many
who sould be thought very benevolent, deal much
in this cheap kind of it, who are nevertheless very
sparing of that kind which 1s more substantial,.—
Real benevolence implies self-denial, and the man
possessed of it, will be ever rcady to give up some
of his own things, to administer to the comforts of
others.

Good may be done to others, by our substince,
and by our personal services. The command
*“ honor the Lord with thy substance,’ not only re.
fers to the service of religion, but to every kind of
good work. Property seems to be bestowed on
men, not to enable them to be clothed in fine linen,
and fure sumptuously every day, but to clothe the
nuked, feed the hungry, and supply the wants of

n oy —MJ
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the needy. Though now, seemingiy, there is ng coa-
trol exercised over them, yet 1 period is coming,
when they will be called to give an account of their
stewardship. Inthe view of this, Christians oughit
to be ready to communicate, and to be rich in every
good work.

In works of liberality, men are extremely prone to
deal with too sparing a hand. When the direct or
indirect claims of the objects of charity, are _made
on many, not in a.state of indigence, lové of money,
that fruitful source of evil, suggests excuses and
reasons, by which the demand is lessened, or perhaps
totally evaded. Nay, what is grudgmgly bestowed,
is magmﬁed much beyond its proper limits. A
dollar given to a poor man, an afflicted family, the

education of a poor boy, a charitable institution, ora
1ehg10u3 pur pose, secms as much In the cyc Of the

donor, asten times the sum when wasted on mere
pleasure, Now the Lord, who requireth of men,
according to what they have, and not according to
what they have not, loveth a cheerful giver, and
commended the poor widow who cast in her two
mues, more thzm the affluent, who of their riches
cast in abundance. Werc men to take the Scrip-
tures for their rule and example, they would reverse
the common order of things—instead of wasting
their substance in luxurious “entertainments for their
neighbors, who arc able to pay them in kind, when
they would make a feast, they would invite the poor
the maimed, the lame, and the blind.

Much good may be donc, by individuals, to the
aflicted in their vicinity. Much gocd may be
done by females, placed in easy circumstances, by
1m; )artmg of their delicacies to the sick, the infirm
and the aged. But I believe good can be done, on
a still more extensive scale, by associations of men,
formed for the purpose of ameliorating the condition
of the proper objects of benevolence. When a man

B
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acts alone, untcss his resources be very an:pie, the
henefits resulting from his exertions must, necessari-
ly, be very limited; but when many unite their
scattered powers, the ¢ fi.it must be great. It would
be easy to ampuf» tiis remark, by introducin g to
view many of thie Benevelent Soccties which exist
in the werld. |

If wo wonld do gond to all men as we have oppor-
tunity, sve must not only bestow our goods, but we
must vield our perscnal labors.  No man ever could
urge the irunction in our text, with a b tter grace,
cr more consi~tencey, than he who wrote 1t. It was
Paul.  Inyounger vears he ha great worldly pros-
pacts. Possessed of a fine underst anding, cultivat-
ed by much iearning, he might command most elig-
ible situations.  But what things were guis to him,
he counted loss for Christ. Recewmg comnaad-
ment from God to preach amomng the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ, he refinquished all his
prospects, and spent his whole life in ding good to
every man as he had opportunity, and tho’ he receiv-
ed the grossest usage from men, he perserved till he
could say ¢ | have finished my ccurse.”

As we are this day celebrating the anniversary of
the inde.endence of this happy country, we may il
lustrate the case before us, by an allusion to its cele-
vrated chief, No man, probabiy, ever did display
more teal benevolence, in a temporal point of view,
than he, in yielding his gratuitous services to his
country, During a long period, he encountered 2
multitude of adverse dispersations of providence,
but he persevered, and probﬂblv it 1s owing to his
firmness and ntrepidity, that the tributary provinces
were rescued from bondage, and ¢btained independ-
ence.  Asa statesman and warrior, I consider him
as the first of men, as it respects the principle of
benevolence,  Hc secms literally to have done
zood to his countrymen at least, not only copsulting
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thie benefit of the men of his own day, but those ot
succeeding gencrations. And probably, we enjoy
at this day, the fruits of his bencvolence, that sprung
from the services of his body and of his mind.  Oue
of the most remarkable traits of his character, is his
steady refusal of pecuniary reward, 1 have read of
many senerals who fought the battles of their coun-
try, but in modcrn times at ieas?, George Washing-
tor: is the only ene who resisted cver y cflkr of remu-
neration.  His conduct, therefore, ff rds a proper
illnstration of the principle or Benevolence ; {or all
those servicest evhich have reward foi jheir object, are
ure fruits of o selfish and ungencrous disposition.

3. Thr motives that ought to govern men in the
pracice of Len-volince. —I'* duing gzood to our fel-
low-men, nuthiug is of so much consequence, as the

motive. When .n act of apparent generosity pro-
ceeds from a suuster mouve- even when it does

real good to the man who receives 1t, it is of no avail
to him who performs it. Lo constitute a good
work, in 2 strictly religious point of view, it is neces-
sary that 1t be done from a right principle, performed
by anight rule, and directed to a right end. Our
concern at present is with the principle, which 1is the
Iove of God. The great commandment of the law
s, ¢ thou shalt love the Lord thy God.”” Whatever
work 1s done fiom any other principle, however ap-
plauded by men, it is not acceptable in the sight of
him who scarches the heart, for by him principles
as well as actions arc weighed.  That guontity will
never supply the de ﬁcxency of inotive. in doing good
to our fellow-men, 1s manifest from the declziation of
Paul. ¢« Though I bestow ali my goods to feed the
poor, and tho’ I give my body to be burned, and have

nct charity, it profiteth me nothing.” 1. Cor., x111. 3,
The same Apostle, who thus clt.arly sets aside the
works of them who have not the love of God in them,
declares as explicitly the motives that influcnced Li-
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own conduct,and that of other Chiristiaiis, ¢ ihe love e
Christ constraineth us.”  ‘This motive in belicvers,
15 greatly strengthened, by the astonishing example
of Jehovah himself.  Small, indecd, is the expres.
sinn of good will of asinful man to his fellow worm,
when compared with the love of God which passcth
knowledge. ¢ Godso loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
rim should not perish, but have cverlasting hfe.”
Infinite as this example is, it is proposed as the pat-
tern of our imitation.*  Be ve foliowers {or imitatoss}
of God, as dear children,’” and again ; ¢ fn- giving one
another, as Gnd for Christ’s sake hath forgn en you.”
Hcre let us pause a moment, and ponder ! Hosw as-
tonishing the subject before us ! God sends his Son
into the world to suff:r—to dic—that rebels who be-
hieve on him, might be honorably reinstated in the di-
vine fuvor ! Cdﬂ you lack at such an overwhelming
dispiay of love, 2nd at the samne time hate, even an
enemy ? No, you must love them that hate ycu, and
do qud to them who despitefully usc you and perse
cute you.

Chiristians are,moreover, influesced in doing gocd,
by the cxample of Jesus.  To a believer, thelove of
Christ is the most astorishing subiect that can possi-
bly occur. From his mtercessor) praver, it appears
he had glory with the Father,before the world had ex.
1stence. At hisincarnation, he veiled hisglory. He
tabernacled on earth as a man.  He suffered the con-
tradi~tion of sinners against himsclf. He whe
thought it ne robbery to be equal with God, yea,
who w:s Jehov-h’s fellow, humbled himself unto
deaih, even the death of the cross. The death of
Jcsus 1s the most tender scene, in his whole history,
and consvquently gives the richest display of his un-
pavalled love.  Pussing over his previous indignities,
only consider the manner of his death. He arrives
at Calvary,wearing a crown of thorns, exhausted with
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the anguish of Lis scourging, and the weight of hi
cross, besmearcd with the horrid compound of blood
and spitiie.  T'he appointed soldiers dig the hole in
which the cross was (o be crected, “iue cords, the
nails and the hammers are ready. The cross is
placed on the ground. Rude hands seize the prince
of life, and lay him down con the bed of sorrows—
they nailhim o it—rthey erect 1t—his nerves crack—
his blood distilis—he bangs upon his wounds, naked,
a spectacle to heaven and to earth '—

We fearicssly challenge the whole world to pro-
duce such an cxample of benevelence as this.  Jesus
encured it, that he might bear our sins in his own
bodv on the tree, und make us heirs of eternal hfe.
Truly might Paul say, that God commendeth his
iove toward us, inthat, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us  And we may add, that whena
discigle of Jesus has arealizing sense of the love of
his divine Master, he is ready to the utmost of his
power—yea, beyond his power, to do good to ali
men as he has epportunity.

Inferences. 1. The vanity of allowing our be-
nevolence to terminate in mere expressions of good
will, Were you to judge of many men by their taik,
you wouid conclude them to be possessed of a large
sharc of generostty, who, nevertheless, do nothing
but talk about doing good. 'I'he apostle James de-
scribes strikingly the class of men to whom [ allude.
¢¢ Ifa brether or sister be naked, and destitute of daily
food, and one of you suy uito them, depart in peace,
be ye warmed ard filled : notwithstanding ye give
them not those things which are needful to the body,
what doth it profit?”” ch. 11. 15,16. I'ell a man of
this discription a case of distress, he listens to 1t—he
wonders tnat the neighbors do not assist.—Why
does not suchan one, who 1s able, step forward to
coficr his assistance 2—hc wishes it were in his pow-
¢r torelieve it—he will try what he cen do—ifothers
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only would do their part, he will do his—and after
much vaporing to the same purpose hec dismisses it
from his mind to think of it no more. Does such a
man possess religion ? iruly his religion is vain,
He deceives himself and the truth 1s not in him. —
My brethren, let us not love in word only, let us Icve
in deed and in truth. Did men only calculate on
avolding the opprobrium and ridicuie wnich neces-
s.rily attach to vain taikers, the words of their
mouths should, invariably, he the indexes of their
minds. Let people who (xpress sympathy which
thcy do notfecl, realize an exchange of circumston-
ces with the afllicted, and they will surcly feel the
force of the commandmentof cur Liord. ¢ W hatsoev-
cr ye would that men should ds toyou, do ye even
50 to them,”
2+ ‘The excellency of the Christian re‘igion.—The
precept we have been considering, is a Christian pre-
cept. T'he discourses oi Christ thatare left on record,
and the epistles of his aposties, abound with exhorta-
tions simiiar to the words of our text. Indeed, the
gospel, like its divine author, is altogether love. Nao
system of fabulous theology ean compare with that re-
Ligion that comes from above. "U'oreturnlovefor love,
isa maxim evenamong pagans ; butto practise benev-
olence on the principles we have stated, and that to
enemies, 1s a characteristic peculiar to Christianity.
It is frecly admitted that infidcls may appear to do
good to others, but it must procecd from some oth-
er motive than love to Gud. Inorder to this, 1t ic
necessary to know God and Jesus Christ, whom hg
hath sent,
A few remarks to the members of the #ashingtor
DBencvolent Society, wiil close the present discourse.
I he designation of your Society is very promis-
ng, and mvch 1s expecied from it,  Your fellow cit-
izens,you are awarc, will look for acts of benevo-
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lence from yeu, not only In your social capacity, but

. hlo
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s individuals.  You have exciied expecisiions, be!
ware that vou do .ot disappsint them.  The indi-
rent and the wretched, I trust, willnever look to you
an \Jln,

I have re disposition to questicn your motives in
nssociuting together,  Youare not, 1 presumc con.
sclots of any smister design,  Yet such is the de-
Praviy m ou- mintds, such is our lack of self-knowl-
eoge, that when cur ways are pure in cur own cyes,
t‘]\__ ﬂ"'t meet t:'e annrnnq lnn nr onr Sovere‘s,
¥ udge. ’ his sheuld legd vou to self-czamination,
re-pecting vour social wiidd persenal cenduct.  VYour
actions of «ll Kinds, will eventually be weighed in
the bulances of the sanctuary, and if wanting, the
censequenc: s will be nexpressible.

As the subiects of the United States of America,
allow me to put you in mind, to be subject to prin-
cipalities and powers, ts obey magistrates,to be reudy
to cvery good work—to speak evii of no man—to be
no brawlers, but gentle, skowing all meckness to al?
men. Perhaps you do not altogether approve of the
acts of the administration. Be it so. Select the
most noxiouns of them, und compare it wiih what is
recorded of the government of Nero, and then listen
to the injunction addressed to the Ron:an Christians
who lived under him. ¢ Let every sculbe subjectunte
the higher powers ; fcr there is ro power but of God ;
the powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoev-
er, therefore, resisteth the power, resisteth the ordi-
nance of God; and they thatresist shall receive te
themselves damnation.”” Rom. x111. 1, 2. Thisz dozs
not interpose a barricr between you und the remova’
of wicked rulers. Let fair, candid, and constiiu-
tional means only be used, and in the mean time, b+
ye subject, not for wrath, but for conscience sake.




