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Randolfihy July 4, 1810.
Rev. Sig,

AGREEABLY to a vote of the Cummittee of Arrange-
ments, we express to you the high satisfaction with which they
have this day heard your candid and sentimental OraTion, and
request the favor of a copy for publ.cation.—\With sentimexts of
high respect and esteem,

JONATHAN WILD, Jun.
SETH TURNER, 1

JOHN KING, Jux. Sub-Comunittee,
JOHN BELCHER,

SAMULL CURTIS, J

REy, JoNaTHAN STRONG.
el { 50 P 5 | CE—

GENTLEMEN,

YOU must be sensible, from the short notice given me,
that the Ora‘ion, a copy of which you request for publicaticn, was
‘written in great baste. It solicits yourcand .ur and the indulgence
of my fellow-citizens, to gratify wihom is my only apology for con-
senting to 1ts further publicity.

With sentiments of high respect and estcem,
JONATHAN STRONG.

Dr. JosaTuany WiLp, jur.

Setn Tunrner Lsq. Sub-Commilttec
Joun Kive. jun. Esq. of
Lieut. Jou~n BELCHER, Arrangements.
Capt. SamueL CurTils, J
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FriEnDs anp Ferrow Citizens,

E have not convened to celebrate the birth day
ot a Nobleman, a Prince or a Monarch ; we

have not convened either to applaud, or ezecrate the tri-
umphs of the Britifh navy,or the conquefts of Bonaparie ;
nor to decide which is the greateft tyrant and the moft
dangerous to the principles of civil liberty, or which
has a&tually injured our country the moft, during the
laft twenty years: Nor have we come together, eith-
er to eulogize, or cenfure the adminiftration of Adams,
Jefferfon or Madifon, Strong or Sullivan, Gore or
Gerry ; nor have we convened to arraign before our
tribunal either federalift or democrat, with a view to de-
termine which is right and which is wrong, to condemn
the one, or approve the other; no, my fellow citizens 3
neither of thefe is the obj=&t for which we come to this
houfe to day ; for neither of thefe purpofes did I con.
fent to addrefs you on this occafion ; but we come
hither for a more important and joyful purpofe ; we
come to celebrate the birth-day of our nation ; that mem.
erable day, which gave freedom and independence to
three millions of people.

THE propriety of retaining in fpecial remembrance
and celebrating particular days and events may be ar-
gued, not only from the praflice of civilized nations,
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in all ages of the world, but from facred hiftory. The
day, ia which the chofen people of God were delivered
from Egyptian bondage, was to be unto them for a me-
morial, They were tokeep it a fealt to the Lord,
throughout their generations. And when enquiry
fhould be made by their pofterity, whw they obferved
this day, they were dire@ed to relate ke occafion, or cir-
cumitances, from which the inftitution originated. And
ifit were proper for the Ifraclites to keep in perpetual re.
membrance the day in which they were emancipated from
Egyptian bondage, and if it has been proper for cther
nations to commemorate great national events, which
have been fignal epochs in their hiftory, furely AMER-
IcaNs ought not to be cenfured for commemorating
with devout gratitude, decent feftivity and joy, the day
which broke in pieces the galling yoke of oppreflion
prepared for them to wear, and gave them a name and
place among the independent nations of the earth.
““Tell your children of it, and let your children teli
their children, and their children another generation.”

THAT our prefent meeting may be rendered both
pleafant and profitable, permit me to ftate in the firft
place, in a plain, fimple manner, fome of the caufes or
circumftances and principles, which combined to pro-
duce our national independeace and its concomitant
privileges ; and then to mention a few things, which I
deem abfolutely neceffary to their prefervation.

In fearching for the caufes, or circumftances, which
led to that great cvent we this day celebrate, we fhall
nnd that religious perfecution was one of the firft and
moft prominent. The memorable reformation effeted
by the inftrumentality of Luther and Calvin, firft made
s appearance in England in the year 1534, under the
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reign of Henry VIII. During its progrefs under the
fucceflive reigns of Mary, Elizabeth, and James I. the
reformers, more efpecially thofe of them denominated
Puritans or Non-Conformifts, were fubjeted to the moft
rigorous perfecution. Thoufands fuffered martyrdom
at the burning ftake. Scme were banifhed.  Others
were doomed to perifh in prifons and dungeons. The
government of England feemed determined either total-
ly to fupprels the reformation, or at leaft to prevent its
being catried to thofe lengths defigned by the Puritans.
A vumber of the latter, finding their religious liberty
‘hus unreafonably and wantonly reftrained, meditated
a removal to a foreign land, where they might worthip
God in primitive chriftian purity, and agreeably to the
dictates of their own confciences. Among this number
was the celebrated Robinfon, who, although he never
faw it, may juftly be ftyled the father of that impou::ant
feQion of our country denominated New-England. He,
with a part of his congregation, removed to Amfter-
dam in Holland, in the year 1608. And the fucceed-
ing year to Leyden. TFhere they eftablifhed a church ;
and under the mild republican government of the Hol-
landers, enjoyed religious liberty. There they lived in
great peace and harmony about twelve years, until they
removed to America. ““Their motives for this were to
preferve the morals of their youth ; to prevent them
through want of employment from leaving their par-
ents and engaging in bufinefs unfriendly to religion ;
to avoid the inconveniences of incorporating with the
Dutch ; tolay a foundation for propagating the gof-
pel in the remote parts of the world ; and, by fepara-
ting from all the exifting eftablifhments in Europe to
form the model of a pure church, free from the admix.
ture of buman additions.”” Thefe were the genuine
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motives, which induced our anceflors to leave the fer.
tile, pleafant fields and fplendid cities of Europe, aboun.
ding with all the comforts and luxuries of life, and ad-
venture acrofs the boifterous Atlantic to the unpleafant
fhores of a howling wildernefs., Had they been permit-
ted to enjoy the rights of confciense, in their own
country, they never would have emigrated to the new
world, and here laid the foundation for thofe immenfe
bleflings, which we theit defcendants this day inherit.
This is one of the numerous inftances in which evil,
under the guiding Providence of God, has been made
the occafion of good.

WouLp time permit, it would be peculiarly inter-
efting and pleafing to rehearfe the wonderful fcenes
and adventures through which our forefathers pafled
in eftablithing their fettlement in New-England. Nor
would it be uninterefting to defctibe the perils, hard-
~ fhips, and difficulties which the Virginia and other com.
panies had to encounter in fettling different portions of
our country. But on thefe things [ muft not enlarge.
Let it fuflice to obferve, that the God of Providence
finiled on theit noble and arduous enterprifes and crown.
ed them with the moft defirable fuccefs. He toox
them under his foltering care. In the midft of all their
troubles and dangers, he was their thield and defence.
Their population increafed with an almoft unprecsdent-
ed rapidity. And their improvement inagriculture,ants
and fcienes, furpafled their moft fanguine expe&ations.
The wildernefs was foon transformed intoa fruitfal
field. The late abodes of favage beafts and favage men
were covered with elegant towns and villages. Tem-
ples wete erected in honour to the Triune God. The
everlafting gofpel was preached in its purity and fim.
plicity, and the bleflings of civil and religious liberty

were erjoyed.
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It is true, however, the Colonies in America, did
not confider th-mfelves, at the period of which we are
now fpeaking, a feparate and independent nation.
They recognifed Great Britain as their parent country.,
They were in the habit of contemplating her in the
light of 2 fond mother. Nor did they with to be fepara-
tec from her. Thefe feclings our forefathers brought
with them acrofs the Atlantic. Hence one of the firlt
acts of the Plymouth company, after their arrival at A-
merica, even before they difembarked, was to form
themfelves into a body politic under the crown of Eag-
land, for the purpofe of eftablithing “ jult and equal
laws, ordinances, acts, conftitutions and offices.” This
was done by a folemn covenant or contra&, which they
all {ubfcribed, And for more thana century and a half
they and their defcendants continued to cherith the prin-
ciples of warm attachment to England.

TrouGH fhe had never extended that foftering care
over them to which they had a juft claim, but had
treated them with ¢riminal neglet and indifference,
yet, like dutiful children, they remembered her with ar-
dent affé@ion, and were willing to treat her with all,
and more than all the refpe@ to which the was entitled.
But notwith{tanding they were willing to be confider-
ed as children, and to treat her as a parent, yet they
were children who had arrived to mature age. - They
were men. They had rights and privileges of their own.
Rights unalienable, which they derived from the God
of ~ature. Among thefe were the ““rights of life, of lib-
erty, and the purfuit of happinefs.””  Moreover they had
ccme into the wildernefs, where, unaffilted by their par.
ent, in the midft of innumerable ¢ ingers and hardthips,
they had, by their own induftry, frugality and economy,

B
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procured a fettlement for themflves, and laid a noble
foundation for the accommodation of their defcendants.
To thefe sights and privileges, they had a juft and right.
cous claim. And on no principle of equity could they
be deprived of them by their parent country.

Hap England reduced to praétice the principles of
a juft oolicy, had fhe been wife for herfelf, fhe would
have extended the hand of parental friendfthip and care
tc her American colonies. She would have done ev-
ery thing in her power to cherifh their growth, to pro-
mote their profperity, and {ecure their permanent affec-
tion. Had fhe thus condu@ed, we fhould, in all pro-
bability, have remained to this day, her loyal, dutiful,
and affe@ionate colonies. But influenced by that
haughty, overbearing, avaricious {pirit, which chara&-
erizes her as a nation, fhe purfued a very diffcrent
courfe. Finding that her colonies were rapidly progrefl-
_ing in population and wealth, her infatuated miniltry
proje&ed the uarighteous fcheme of raifing a permanent
revenue by taxes and duties impofed on them without
their confent, This unjuft and arbitrary meafure was
propofed by Governour Sherley to Dr. Franklia as ear-
lyas 1754. Butour illuftrious patriot refifted it with a
nobie dignity, firmnefs, and energy, which did him im-
mortal honour. This humillating and difgraceful prop-
ofition was no fooner generally known in this country,
than it was as generally reprobated. It founded an a-

larm from Georgia to Maine. It was a meafure which
the free-born fons of America could not contemplate
but with the deepeft abhorrence. It difcovered the
gzlling chains of flavery, which the Britith patliament
were forging for them to wear. Their bofoms glowed
with indignation. The facred fire of liberty burft into
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an unquenchable flame. Suchan oppreflive meafure,
they were prepared and determined to refift, even be.
fore it obtained the royal fignature. But notwithftand-
ing it was known in England that the meafure under
confideration was extremely unpopular and offenfive in
this country, and notwithftanding it was decidedly op-
poled by fome of her own minifters, whom we remem-
ber with gratitude and affe€tion, yet a majority of them
were determined it fhould be adopted. It accordingly
was adopted.

IT firlt appeared in the form of the memorable
Stamp ac?. By this it was enadted, ‘that the inftry.
ments of writing, which are in daily ufc among a com-
mercial people, thould be null and void, unplefs they
were executed on {tamped paper, or parchment, charg.
ed with a duty impofed by the Britifh parliament !’

Tais infamous 28 thoroughly opened the eyes of
Americans, and awakened them to a juft fenfe of their
injured rights. A continental congrefs was fummoned,
““‘who afferted in energetic rerms their exemption from
all taxes not impofed by their own reprefentatives.”
In confequence of the fpirited oppofition, which appear-
ed in ali the colonies againit the ftamp a&k, it was at
length repealed by the Britifh parliament. But it was
not repealed on American principles ; for in the decla-
ratory act preceding its repeal it was determined, “‘that
the parliament had and of right ought tohave power to
bind the colonies in all cafes whatfoever.” From this
declaration, it was evident, that notwithftanding they
had repealed the ftamp a&, they flill retained the fame
arbitrary principle. This became further evident by
the impofition of duties, which were laid on certain ar-.



12

ticles of commerce, which th .uld be imported into thfs

LY § P

country, luch as glafs, paper, painter’s colours, and 1ea.

IT is true, in confequence of the united and ufiremit-
ting oppofition of the colonies againit thefe meafures,
ail the duties above mentioned were taken off, except
three pence per pound on tea. But as this was 1eally
a continuation of the fame arbitrary principle, the free.
born fons of America were determined not to fubmit to
it, however trifling in itfelf. The conunuation of this
principle, in the form above mentioned, prepared the
way for the deftruflion of three hundred fcrty two
chefts of tea in Bofton harbour. This was an event,
which will never be forgotten, fo long as the American

revolution retains a place in the memory of man. - This

event was fucceeded by the Bofton port bill, and
' - . ) p ( . * L]

other arbittary ats of the Britith parliament, which,

in conneion with a long feries of preceding events,

fome of which we have noticed, prepared the way for
* open hoftilities, which a8ually commenced on the cver

memorable 19th of April, 1775.

ON that day the heavens were covered with black-
nefs, and the tremendous ftorm of war, which had been
fo long colle&ting, began to dilcharge its awful con-
tents on the unfolding but opprefled Britith colonies
in America. It will never be forgotten that they were
not the aggreflors. They did not commence this
dreadful work of human carnage. Amidit all their in-
fults and provocations, they patiently forbore to refift
their haughty oppreffor by force of arms, until he had
ftained the foil to which they had anindependent claim,
with the blood of its own inhabitants. But an invinci-
ble love of liberty, a confcioufnefls of the re&itude of
their caufe, and the principles of felf defence, then call-
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ed into action a fpirit of manly refiltance. They found
it abfolutely neceflary to appeal to arms, and repel
force by force. Inrematking on this commencement
of a&ual hoftilities, Dr. Ramiay obferves ; <‘as arms
were to decide the corrover{y, it was fortunate tor the
Americans that the firlt blood was drawn in New.l.ng.
land. The inhz)itants of that country are fo conned-
ed with each‘other, by defcent, marners, religion, poli-
tics, and a general equality, that the killing of an indi-
vidual interefted the whole and made them confider it
as a common caufe. The olood of thofe who were kill.
ed at Lexington and Concord proved the firm cement
of an extenfive union.”

Having thus ftated the commencement of hotftili.
ties, would time permit, I would now invite you to fol-
low me to Bunker’s awful mount, and there learn the
heroic, r.uble fpirit of our fathers to which, under God,
we are indebted for the freedom and independence of our
country. From that moment Britifh troops no longer
doubted the exiftence of American fortitude. Did time
permit, I would invite you to gather round the tomb
of Warren and the feventyfix American patriots, who
fell with him in battle, on that mournful day, and drop
the tear of grateful remembrance over their moulder-
ing duft. I wculd next invite you to contemplate the
fmoking ruins of Charleftown and Falmouth, and
then to follow me from fcene to {cene, until we had
refrefhed our mnemories with the moft important events
attending the revolution we this day celebrate.  But |
muft forbear ; I have already been too particular.

You will permit me, however, to obferve that at the
meeting of the fecond ccntinental congrefs, which was
holden at Philadelphia on the 1oth of May 1775, a regu.
lar army was raifed, at the head of which was placed the
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tluftrious WASHINGTON, 2 man preeminently qualified
for that important ftation.  But, during all this time the
declaration of independence had not been formally

made. Notwithftanding all the infults and abufes
which had been offered by the Britith government, and
notwithftanding all the innocent blood which had been
thed by their troops, the Americans were flill willing to
accommodate with their parent country on any terms,
which would fecure to them their juft and equal rights.
Hence congrefs not only publifhed to the world a dec-
laration fhewing the reafon of their taking up arms, but
prefered a fecond humble petition to the King. This
was prefented in September 1775, by Mr. Penn and Mr.
Lee, who were informed by Lord Dartmouth ¢“That no
anfwer would be given to it.”” The contempt with
which this petition was treated by the Britith govern-
ment prevented any further application for redrefs and
accommodation, and was greatly inftrumental of promo-
ting a fpirit of union and perfeverance among the colo-
nies. This was followed by that noble declaration of in-
dependence, which feparated America forever from the
Britith empire. This was made July 4th, 1776. On
that day our nation was born. On that great and illul-
trious day the empire of freedom was erected on the
ruins of defpotilm.

«THis great event took place 284 years after the
difcovery of America by Columbus—166 from the
firft fettlement in Virginia—And 156 from the firlt fet.
tlement of Plymouth in Maffachufetts, which were the
earlieft Englith fettlements in  America.””  This, my
fellow citizens, is the important event we now
commemorate. On this joyful anniverfary let us re-
member the illufirious heroes who fell in the defence
of our country. Let us remember the immortal WasH-
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iNoTon, who headed our patriotic atmies and through
fields of blood and flaughter, through perils, hardthips,

and difficulties innumnerable, led them io viGtory and
glory.

I have now ftated fome of the leading circumftan.-
ces and principles, which combined to produce the in-
dependence of our country. In the view of which, it
is obvious to remark, that if there be fuch a thing as a juft
defenfive war, that, in which our fathers engaged in op.
pefing Great Britain, was of this defcription. In this
awful controverfy. tiiey were influenced neither by the
principles of anarchy, defpotifm, ambition, nor avarice.
They did not put on :he panoply of war, merely for
the fake of contention. They did not thirft for human

. blood. ‘They did not with to fport either with their own
lives or the lives of their fellow men. They did not wifhto
extend their own territory, nor to abridge their enemy
of a fingle right, to which he had a proper claim. But
they fought to maintain their own unalienable rights,

7 ea which no power on earth was authorifed to deprive
them. The God of Providence owned their caufe, and
enabled them to compel their enemies to abandon our
fhores, which they had drenched with human blood,
and return in fhame and difgrace to their own country.
Though they had greatly impoverifhed, injured and
diftrefled our country, yet they were coaltrained to
leave us in the full poffeflion, of our natural, civil and
religious privileges. And thefe, by the bleflings of Al.

mighty God, we continue to enjoy to this day.

In point of privilege, we ftand unirivaled among
the nations of the earth. Placed between the extremes
of heat and cold, our climate is temperate, our air [a-
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lubrious, and our foil fertie and luxuriant, produciag

not only ali the neceffaries, but very many of the vari-

eties and luxuries of life.  Nor are our civil privileges
inferior to our natural advantages. Our federal con-

ftitution, the legitimate noble offspring of the mature
deliberation and wifdom of our nation pointing out the
means of its own amendment, without endangering its
exiltence or fuhjeing us to the perils of a revolution,
enduing the great body of the people with the power
of electing theit own rulers, admirably guards, on the

one hand, againlt anarchy and confufion, and on the
other, againft tyranny and oppreflion.  Sach is the
form of our government that the means of political hap.
pinefs arein our own hands. But we are not more
highly diftinguithed with natural and civil, than with
religious privileges. Our government protets the

rights of confcience, and equally fecures them to all

denominations and defcriptions of citizens.  Thefe

privileges, my friends, conftitute the fair inheritance
purchafed by our fathers’ blood. Thefe we are bound
to receive with devout gratitude, and defend with the
fame patriotic, noble, independant fpirit, with which
they were purchafed and tranfmitted to us.

IN this conne&ion permit me to mention a few
things, which 1 deem abfolutely neceffary to the prefer-
vation of our national rights and privileges.

ONE of thefe is a facred, impartial regard to the
rights of fuffrage. Our ftate and national conftitution
definitely defcribe the manner in which our rulers are
to be eleted, and the qualifications requifite to confti-
tutc an ele&tor. To chufe our own tulers, on the prin-
ciples provided by our conftitutions, is to exercife as
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great a degtee of liberty, in this refpet, as can reafon-
ably be defired,  But this, though a privilege of
primary importance: like all other privileges may be a-
buled. And whenever thofe are permitted to exercife
the right of ele&ors, wito are not recognized as fuch
by the conltitution, ot whenever thofe, who, on confti-
tuiional principles, are entitled to this privilege, are re-
ftrained from exercifing it, not only the contftitution is
violated, but the very principles of our national liberty
are perverted and the principles of real ariltocracy and
defpotifm patronized and reduced to pratice. It is as
utcerly inconfiltent with our civil privileges to admic
thofe to exercife the right of ele&tors to whom the con.
ftitution does not give this right, as it is to withhold the
privilege from thofe to whom it s conftitutionally fecur-
ed. Each is not only an exprefs violation of conftitu-
tional authority, but a virtual violation and perverfion
of the vital principles of that liberty and independence
whofe illuftrious birth-day we celebrate. Let us never
be fo inconfiftent with ourfelves as to celebrate this day
again, if, directly or indirectly, we confent to the vio-
lation of its principles in either of the ways above men.
tioned, or in any other way whatever,

BuT though it be of primary importance, that
the impaitial rights of fuffrage fhould be enjoyed,
yet this is not the only thing neceflary to the preferva.
tion of our national privileges. It is equally neceflary
that this right be deliberately and judicioufly exercifed.
Every man, who is qualified to difcharge the duties of
a citizen, is not qualified to difcharge the duties of a
ruler. There are certain qualifications of which men,
unqueftionably, ought to be poflefled, in order to make
good rulers. That they ought to be men of talents,

men of information, men who, if not furnithed with
C
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the pawers of eloquence, are neverthelefs capable of in-

veltigating the nature and merits of any fubjet which

may come before them, I think will not be denied.

And may I not, without expofing myfelf to the juft cen-

fure of any one, and without advocating a principle in-

jurious to my country, add, that men, in order to be
good rulers, muft be med of coolnefs. deliberation, can.
dour and impartiality ; men who, in all cafes, will b-
more realy to inquire whether the meafures propoled
for adoption will funferve the be't intereft of their coun-
try, than whether they will pleafe and promote the in.
tereft of any party whatever. May I not fuggeft one
thought more ? Is it not neceflary that men in order to
be good rulers, thould be good men? Ought they not to be
men of fair reputation, whofe examples at homeandabroad,
are in favor of morality and the inflitutions of our holy re-
ligion ? A voice from heaven has faid “Hethat ruleth o-
ver men muft be jult, ruling in the fear of God.”” In the
hands of fuch men, let them be known by what politcal
name they may, I am willing, under God, to intruft the
government of my country I do not believe that fuch
men will ever fubvert our liberties, and break down the
independence of our nation. Let fuch men then, and
fuch only receive our fuffrages for political office, if we
would wifh to perpetuate our national privileges.

AnoTHER thing neceflary to the prefervation of
our national privileges is the cultivation of the princi-
ples of union. Some means have a natural tendency
to deftroy and fome to perpetuate the rights and privi-
leges of a people. Among the former, difunion is one
of the moft powerful. No fooner does this fatal poi-
fon pervade the various parts of the political body than
the alarming {fymptoms of total difmemberment and
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diflolution appear ; and the danger of the latter is al.
ways proporrionate to the prevalence of the former.
Hence the friends of anarchy and diflorder, who have
fought the deltruction of the peace, libetty and happi-
nefs of their country, have, in every age of the world,
made it their firlt objeft to fow the feeds of dilcord ;
to excite a {pirit of jealouly among the people againtt
their rulers, and to raife the tide of complaint, party and
fa&tion fo high as to drown the voice of reafon, modera.
tion, order, truth and juftice. In every republic are to
be found more or lefs, whofe raging ambition and thirft
for promotion have been difappointed. Difappointment
creates uneafinefs, and blows into a flame all the envi.
ous, revengeful paflions of the heart. And no fooner
do men fuffer themfelves to be guided by fuch paflions,
than they will facrifice the public zeal on the altar of
their own elevation. Having loft all hopes of gratify-
ing their ambition by lawful means, they make ufe of
the arts of intrigue, flander and diforganization as aux-
iliaries in their fervice, and by thefe means tao often
accomplifh their felfith, unworthy purpofes.

BuT though every appezrance of internal difunion
ought to be deprecated as holiile to the peace, rights
and liberties of our country, yet it by no means follows
that we ought not to watch our public rulers with a
critical eye. The dod&rine of paflive obedience and
non refiftance may comport with papal tyranny and re-
gal domination, but not with republican principles. To
bzlieve that our political rulers can do no wrong, would
be to renounce every claim to liberty, and confent tc
wear the difgraceful chains of flavery. Such is hu.
man nature, that he would be a phenomenon, who
could poffefs and not ahnfe unreftrained power. Bug

um/
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though it be neceffary feduioufly to watch the condut
ot thole whom we have made the guatdians of our pre-
cious rights and privileges, yet it is of infinite impor-
tance to guard againft inteftine animofity, unreafonable
jealouly and complaint, and to yield due fuhordination
to all conftitutional meafures, Inftead of patronizing
we ought indignantly to frown upon all vehicles o falfe-
hood, flander and diforganization. To break that gold-
en chain, which connelts the United States together,
or to feparate the people from the government would-.
be to break down the ftrongeft bulwarks, which fecure
our national privileges and expofe us not only to all the
horrors of anarchy and confufion, but render us an ea-
fy prey to aforeigr enemy or fubjet us to the merci-
lefs power of fome ambitious demagogue at home,
The hiftory of nations has long fince exemplified the

truth, that “A kingdom divided againft itfelf cannot
ftand.”

HeNcg, {ince the ultimate tendency of difunion is
the deftrultion of the rights and privileges of a people, its
oppofite, union, is one of the grand means on which
their prefervation depends. This is the palladium of our
political peace, fafety and profperity. Or to ufe the
words of the illuftrious father of our nation, “Itis a
main pillar in the edifice of our real independence, the
fupport of our tranquility at home, our peace abroad ;
of our fafety and our property, and of that very liberty
which we fo highly prize.”

THE firength of a nation depends more onits una-
nimity than on its numbers. Leonidas and his three hun.
Jred Spartans, while indiffolubly united in the fame
caufe, were more terrible and deftrutive to the Perfian
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army, than an equal number of millions would have
been, among whom mutiny, party fpirit and infurre&ion
prevailed. But to fee the glorious efte&ts of national
union we need only recur to the American revolution,
the rife and progrefs of which we have briefly traced.
To that, our independence, under an overruling Provi.
dence, muft in a great meafure be attributed. And as
union was one of the moft important means of obtain.
ing our national independence, fo it is a mean indifpen.-
sably neceffary to its prefervation. This motto fhould be
engraved on the breaft of every American.—¢ United

we may {tand ; divided we /fball, we muf cventually
fall.””

I musT beg your patience and attention 2 few mo-.
ments longer while I obferve, that not lefs effential to
the prefervation of our national rights and privileges,
than the means already prefcribed, is the prevalence of
morality and virtue. The truth of this will appear by
confidering the nature and tendency of vicee Were
mankind univerfally governed by the noble principles
oi moral virtue, civil government would he an unnecef-
jary inftitotion. As there would be no criminals o ar-
reft, try, condemn and execute, human legiflators, fher-
iffs, judges, prifons, gibbets and guillotines would be
ulelefs things. But the lofs of primitive re&itude, the
derangement of the locial affections and the depravity
of the heart have rendered the eftablifhment of civil
government neceflary. Without it the focial compa&
cannot be maiatained. Ihe great defign of government
is to reftrain and prevent the open operation of thofe
felfith paflions which difturt and injure the virtuous,
peaceable part of fociety. But it is the nature of vice
to counteradt this ufeful defign ; to deftroy the bleflings



Q2

- a— e—

of a free government, and fuvjeft a people to aly (e
miferies and meannefs of flavery,

“Vice has the fame effe@ upon the body politic, that
ficknefs has upon the narural body. The natural body
is compofed of innumerable cords and ligaments
which unite the parts and ftrengthen the members to
perform their office.’  But ficknefs ferves to relax thele
cords and bring on atotal extinion of lite and motion,
So the body politic is compofed of innumerable moral
ties and connelions, which like mufcles, veins and
nerves give ftrength and freedom to ail its members.
The ties of religion, the ties of virtue, the ties of friend-
fhip, the ties of commerce, the ties of cffice, the ties of
cuftoms and habits, fo long as they retain their proper
force, do more to promote the union and happinefs of a
people, than all their civil laws and inftirutions. But
it is the nature of vice to affe@t fuch fine and tender
cords of fociety, and by deltroying thefe to throw the
whole bedy politic into great and fatal convuifions.
Intemperance, prodigality, luxury and debauchury not
only violate the laws of virtue and religion and difturb
the peace and harmony of families, but at the fame
time fet the neareft and firmelt friends at variance, dif-
{olve the conneétions of trade, and fill the minds of
rulers with more concern to fupplant their rivals, than
to promote the common intereft and freedom of their
conftituents. Vice by deitroying thefe moral and fo-
cial ties effeGtually faps the foundation of freedom, and
completely prepares a people for the fhackles of flavery.
For nothing but the rod of arbitrary power is fufficient
to reftrain and governa people, who have ioit iheir
virtue, and funk into vice and corruption. Such 2
people are neither fit to enjoy, nor able to aflert and
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maintain their liberties, They muft be flaves.”

Txe truth of thefe remarks is evinced by the hifto-
ty of both ancient and modein nations. As long as
the ancient States of Greece maintained their morality
and virtue, they enjuyed their Liberty and Indepen-
dence, and bid defiance to all the defpots of the earth.
But no fooner did indolence, prodigality, luxury and
licenticufnefs diffufe their beneful influence through
the various ranks of fociety than they became an eafy
prey to their enemies, and their boafted liberty and -
dependence fell proftrate before the foot of ufurpation.
The Romans were once a virtuous, wealthy and free
people. For a confiderable time they were malters of
the world and ftood unrivalled in arms and arts ; but
as foon as vice obtained a general fpread among them,
it diminithed their numbers, exhaufted their wealth, and
fubverted their freedom. Their diflipation and their
private and public prodigality and profufion reduced
them to fuch poverty, meannefs, and venality, that the
whole empire was at length fold at public au&ion to a
private citizen. Thus they who conquered the world
finally conquered and enflaved them{clves by their own
vices.

Nowr have the fatal effe@s of vice been confined to
the deftrulion of civil liberty ; but it has invaded the
independent empire of conlcience. It has deprived the
chriftian church ot the invaluable rights and privileges,
which the derived from her benevolent founder, and fub-
je&ed many of her harmiefs friends to the moft excruciat-
ing torture and death. And that vice and flavery arein the
iffue infeparably conne&ed is evident not only from the
hitory of anci ent nations, but from the deplorable fitu.
ation of millions at the prefent day. Did we need any
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further evidence in fupport of this truth, we might ap-
peal to the declaration of him who fways the fceptre of
univerfal empire. H= has told usthat it is an invaria-
ble rule in his condu& to pluck up and deltroy thofe
nations, who renounce the praize of virtue and be-
cume incorrigibly vicious. He deals with nations ac-
cording to their moral chara@er.

IT being the nature of vice thus to deftroy the bleffings
of freedom and involve a people in all the meannefs
and mifery ot flavery, the conclufion is, the pra&tice of
morality and virtue is one mean abfolutely neceflary to
the prefervation of our national rights and privileges:
This will exalt us as a nation and perpetuate not . nly
the civil, but the natural and religious advantages with
which we arc {o eminently diftinguifhed. But if we re-

nounce our izduftry, economy, temperance and public
 faith, and reduce to pralice their oppofite vices, we
may expet to be involved in all the difgrace and mife-
1y, which have attended fuch condué in other nations.
Experience has long fince taught, that it is not lefs dif-
ficult to preferve than obtain the rights and privileges
of a free people. Indeed buta few republics have dif-
covered the important fecret of preferving their free-
dom and independence for more than a fhort period.

THE celebrated Nr. Price, fpeaking of the United
States, fays, ¢ It is fcarcely poffible that they fhould
think too highly of their confequence. Perhaps there
never exifted a people on whofe wifdom and virtue
more depended ; or to whom a ftation of more impor-
tance in the plan of Providence has been afligned.
They have begun nobly. They have fought with fuc-
cefs for themfelves and for the world 3 and in the
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midft of invafion and carnage, eftablithcd forms of gov.
crnment fayorable in the highelt degree to the rights of
maokind. DButthey have much more to do; morc
tndeed than it is poflible properly to reprefent.”

IN the view of the preceding obfervations, mult we
not all be imprefled with the idea, that difunion, party
fpirit and vice conftitute the deftroying angel of Repub.
lics 7 When hefe prevail, they palfy the arm of govern.
ment, and undermine the wery foundaticns of liberty.
Therefore, my friends and fellow citizens, let »s, in our
feveral ftations, relations and employments in life,
ftrictly adhere to our ftate and national conRitutions,
and do every thing in our power to f{upport and ad-
vance the glorious caufe of union, morality, virtue and
religion, Should thefe pervade the various parts of our
country, they would render it invulnerable by its ene-
mies, and form an impregnable fortrefs, in which our
national rights and privileges might remain fecure to
the lateft polterity.

Anp now, Brethren and Friends, my prayer to Al-
mighty God is, that no unpropitious event may take
place to mar the plealures of this day. May we re-
member that an All-fecing Eye is fixed upon us. And
may we fo condu& from this moment forward, that
when the laft loud trumpet blown by a ftrong lunged
Cherub fhall wake the flzeping dead and call the uni-
verfe to judgment, we may enter that world, where ali
party diltin&ions will be loit in that flame of holy love,
which will burn in the hearts of feraphs and their affoa
ciates through the endlefs rounds of future duration.





