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WE have been accuftomed, on this joyous
feftival—on this birthday of Freedom and Em-
pire—to awaken gratitude to Deity, and warm
our naticnal devotion, by retracing fome of
‘hofe great and perilous {cenes, through which

12 drvine band conducted infant America, to
er fplendid rank omeong the nations of the

TuoucH the fubject of our birth and for-
tunes 1ncludes events, which chanty would
forget, and generofity has forgiven—yet juftice
to our fathers, and duty to peftenty, will not
pardon an entire f{ilence on this memorzhle
day ; a day which united the difperfed inhab-
itants of this wadely extended territory, into a
cenfederated Empire, and led them “to lau-
relled viltory, to fame, to freedom.”  The {ub-
f:f‘l 1s ample, nterefing and arduous. It in-

volves in its ongin, ro lefs than the progrefs of

ssafon !I-roucrh the wiidernels of error; the

trrumphs of virtucus ambition over defpotic
power, and the {uperior energy of pure relig-
on, contiaited with heathenith fuperflition,
and daning infidelity. Thefe confiderations
na*ural?) emznate from the fubjelt of thus day’s
v, 1If we trace the parentage of Liberty, to
:I; ever honored founders of this weftemn
world 5 ond compare Us evens to feenes of re-
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cent date. It has employved the genius of hii-
tory, the energies of philofophy, and the fire of
eloquence. It has arrefted the wandenng
thoughts of youth, and fixed the marvelhng
eye of age. Every village, town, aty, king-
dom and country, has heard how America was
born between contefting powers ; rofe hke
Hercules from the cradle of oppreflion ; quiet-
ed the roaring lion, and bid defiance to the fac-
tious hydra. The world has heard of her glo-
nious achievements, and fang of her wifdom
and valor; and, fhall the partakers of thefe
bleflings, 1n {olemn filence, meditate the theme ?

SHALL no finger point to the dangers we
have paft, for fear conciliated opponents fhould
think we tamper with the wounds of paft of-
fences ¢ Will no voice warn againft the intox-
1cation of fuccefs, and the intrigues of ambi-
tion, left ruling powers thould accufe us of
jealoufy # Let us remember that the republics
of Greece and Rome died in the azonies of
democratic convulfion, when they loft fight of
thofe virtuous principies which elevated them
to empire and giory. That Swatzerland, flum-
bening on the cap of Liberty, purchafed by her
valorous Tcli, forgot to place a centine! at the
gate—tiil her citadel was taken.
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Whex nonconformity to the precepts of
bloated bigotry became penal, and perfecution,
Iike a hungry wolf, haunted the peaceful walks
of induftry, and eat up the bread of the father-
lefs—our brave and virtuous fathers rofe, in-
dignant, at the dchafem:nt of man. But 1t re-
quired more than one Baiarivs to rend the
temple of wdolatry—moit than one Browne ta
intrcduce and fuppoit, within the pale of the
Romifh clofter, the pure and unfophitticated
doctrines of the great Intataxvrr.  Conicious
that the feeble arm of pirvate virtue could not
veftrain the encroachments of loraly power;
thatdivinc night was oftenfacrificed by arbitrary

vill ; and not wifhing to war agaft the ma-
jci of the feceptrs, but agamnft the corruptions
ettt afz, aad tLe denrawty of 1ZN0rANCe—

d:

vo the tendsr icenes of fr :ezmﬁnp; O every ob-
&t and ewmployment, winch time, nature and
hahit had renderad deubly dear; and, iike the
nghteons fon of Lanvech, with Ged tor ther
cuide, committed themielives to the h e waves

f an untricd ecean. The {ure of tormer .u’
venturers was not tor goltda ; thc n.m .,\.m,:.
of  autunmal ﬂmmx whiiticd  threuga the
frouds of thelr tnpropitnous back 5 no king
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ty, reiting on the arm of Rehgion, pointed to

an unknown inhofpitavle fhore—it was enough.

On this coaft, when the wild abode of prowl-

ing beafts and mcre iavage man, they pitched

their tents, and raifed to heaven the hymn of
gratitude.  Having efcaped the wrongs of
kings, the doltnnes of pafive obedience, teft
and uniformity alts—every hovel was a palace—

every rcod of land a garden.

WirH an ardor becoming men of ifober hab-
its and correct reafoning, they cvinced no dan-
ger or difficulty could alter their determination
of fupporting hberty of confcience, and the
nghts of avihzed nan. Long and fevere was
the tnal of ther faith and fortitude ; but the
God of Abraham fnuled upon their bold and
laudable enterprize. It was crowned with glo-
nious fuceefs, and opened an afylum for the
poor and opprefled of every nation, kindred and
tongue.

THETR's were not the efforts of unprincipied
adventurers.or lawlefs Lherty men; forin their
imall but encrgetic code of Laws—loyalty to
their foverergn was oaly preceded by reverence
to the Mot High.

To found an Empire and give birth to a2 na-
tion of patriots, it became mdifpentably necef-
fary to protect the allegiance between Liberty




and Law. Guided by principles growing from
this belief, they encouritered the {fevereft hard-
fhips ; checked the roving, wild and difcordant
paflions of their hibertine companions, and en-
couraged every virtuous and manly {entiment.
‘By iuch wife and prudent regulations, chey foon
rofe above want, and conciliated the affeCtions
of their numerous, jealous and bloodthirfty
ncighbors. Tiil then, Greatbritzin had been
taught to view our fathers, as difobedient and
headftrong children ; who, having deferted their
mother church, merited the tomahawk and {calp-
ing knife. Such is blindnefs of fuperftition,
and the narrow views of unfeeling defpotifm.
But no fooner had her enterprifing fons con-
verted the wildernefs to a garden, and whitened
diftant waves, with the wings of their com-
merce, than fhe caft an avaricious eye on the
froits of their toil and fufiering. Her minions
and parafites thronged our fhores, when the
fig tree bloflomed and grapes hung thick in cluf
ters. Being treated with courteoufrefs and Iib-
eral ho{pitality, and finding our fathers order-
ly, induftrious, free from diffipation and ftran-
gers to vice—initead of returning imprefled
with gratitude, they fought their homes, like
Hama.. from the feaft of Efther.
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IT is the curfe of crowned heads, to be o«
bliged to view every thing, through a falfe and
flattering medium ; and to the thick fog, raifed
by the warm breath of “venal adulation, may
juttly be attributed the fhortfightednefs of the
royal eye. Such was the fate of George ; from
thence {prang the misfortunes of Britain. ©p-
prefled wi'. want and burdened with debts,
contraCted in the hour of wantonnefs, her
wrongly imbibed notions of America were fof-
tered with zeal and delight. Her flatterers
taught her to believe, that a decree was the only
requifite, to make the colonies tributary to her
extravagance.

IN the firft ravings of political frenzy, fhe
blotted our charter, and prefented the ever de-
teitable Stamp A&t.—What were the feelings
of our enlightened civihans, on this daring oc-
cafion P—You, my venerable fathers, muft re-
member with delight. America pitied the hal-
lucination of Parliament; and, with modeft
intrepidity, prefented a petition tc the crown,
fraught with goed fenfe, incontrovertible truth
and manly principles. The effet was, ulii-
mately, an abolition of that offenfive bill. But
the daring fpiric and intriguing ambition, which
propofed, matured and infifted on fuch an un-
juftifiable act, though difappointed, could not

R
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be fubdued. Even while the guardians of our
country were willing to coufider its repeal, as a
grietem to the fad remains of undue 1nfluence;,
and generoufly forgave the infult, as the nat-
ural doings of a venal court—Minifterial Fac-
tion, like a quiet volcanc, was only colletting
frefh combuftibles for a fatal explofion.

TuE crooked and avaricious politicians, who,
under the crown, held the firit offices of dignity
n this commonwealth, were continualiy {pec-
ulating on the happinefs and profpenity of the
people ; to ennch themlelves and gratfy the
inordinate defires of the minifter, who promot-
ed their appointment. Pampered with dainties
from the royal larder, and accuftomed to the
fervile homage of dependent vaffals, they could
11l brook the plain hofpitality of induftrious la-
bor ; or the honeft independence of American
manners. There was but one way to correct
thefe cffences ; namely, to deftroy the hiberties
of the people ; to take away their right of efti-
mating the value of public fervices, and place
in the king the fole power of appointing and
paying every ofhicer of ftatc. But to effet this
bafe reformation, a revenue muft be drawa from
America, more than adequate to the ftipport of
her government ; that the muniftry may fecl in-
terefted in deftroying her chartered privileges,




and countenancing the vile plans of her gover.
nors and judges. Our lfiy peculators were
well convinced of the neceflity of this defidera-
tum, and engrafted into their fecret {yftem of
reform, fuch articles as indicated the right n
Parliament to tax America in all cafes whatfo-
ever; without allowing her even the appear-
ance of reprefentation.  As the mother country
engrofled our Commerce, fhe only claimed the
privilege of impofing fuch duties on our exports
and imports, as public neceflity, or private ex-
travagance fhould require. 'Who could com-
plain of fuch mild requifitions 2 Who but ad-
mired the polity of 2 Hutchinfon, an Oliver and
a Bernard ! Who forgets the adminiftration of
a Bute, Mansfield and Northd Who can calm-
ly look back to that day, when trial by jury
was abolithed, and a barrier was ereted between
crime and punifhment ? |

"To prevent the adoption of theie outrageous
plans, our patriots affifted by an illuftrious
band of the moft diftinguifhed Peers and Com-
moncis, with intreaties, arguments and elo-
quence, advocated the jultaels of our fears ; ex-
pofed the meafures of our enemies, and predii-
ed the dreadful cataftrophe. But the decree
had gone forth, and the molten caif of Befpo-
Qm was ereCted m our capital; bearing this
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infcription;  WAR, or UNcoNDITIONAL Sya-
MISSION.” |

IN vain did honor, nature and religion plead
—the bewildered parent plunged a dagger into
the bofom of her child; and the doorftep of
the church was fprinkled with the blood aof in-
nocence.

Tur calm but refolute fpirit of virtuous Lib-
erty, which animated our illuftrious fathers,
and till then only appeared in cool and difpaf-
fionate reafoning, fhot forth hike the thunder-
bolts of heaven. 'The whole cantinent flew to
arms ; and the cry of vengeance, rolbng to the
weftern lake, was echoed back to the Atlantic,by
the horrid warwhoop of the indignant favage.

Unusep to f¢enes of carnage; deftitute of
the very means for defence ; without money
and without friends—we dared the mighty con-
teft. |

To behold a peaceful race of hardy and in-
duftricus laborers quitting the plough, count-
ing room, hod and hammer; and, with one
heart and hand, preparing for thofe dreadful
fcenes of blocdfhed and cruelty, which mark
an unjuft and unnatural war, was a phenoms-
enon 1n the biftory of man—a proof that vir-
tuous Liberty was the gift of heaven, and that
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the God of Armics would lead them to Peace,
Freedom and Independence.

EurorE and the warld ftood aftomﬁied at
the firmnefs and magnanimity of the. American
chara&er. Even sur veteran enemes, who
were crewn<d with the crimfon laurels of ma-
ny a flaughtered foe, thrunk back—appalied at
the cool, intrepid and daring hravery of our
patriots and warriors.

THE prelent occafion will not permlt a dlf-,
play of thofe brilhant and mighty events, which
gave us a name amang thenations of the earth.
They exift, however, in the minds and memo-
ries of Americans ; ftand recorded on the bright-
eft page of hiftory, and will never ceafe to be
commemorated, while Liberty fhall be confid-
ered a bleffing, or bravery a virtue,

- 'WaiLe our fouls fwell with divine enthufi-
afm, in the retrofpeét of thofe glorious achieve-
ments,which gave birth and ftability to our inde-
pendence and national character ; let us not for-
get the price of thefe ineftimable bleflings ; but
turning afide from the rich fruit of our freedom ;
from the hilarity of exultation ; wifit the mourn-
ful cyprefs, which (hadows the confecrated
duft of thofe glorious warriors, and immortal
patriots, who died in the tented feld. Sacred
be their memories ! May the warmeft acknowl-
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edgments of a grateful country tranfmit to
pofterity their venerable names, with the
brighteft deeds of their illuftrious Lves.

- Havine gained our liberty and the acknowl-
edgment of our independence, we found our-
felves linked together only by our fufferings
bleeding at every pore, and proteted from in-
teftine broils, and national bankruptcy, by the
fingle tie of wvirtue. Difmal indeed was the
profpett of America—like failors who had ef-
caped deftruction on a fhattered raft, we look-
ed on every fide, and poverty ftared us in the
face. Our commerce was annihilated-—the arts,
fciences and manufaCtures of peace, lay buried
in the bloody ruins of war. In fuch a ftate of
national beggary and wretchednefs ; when
man looked fufpicious on his brother, and the
hireling found no recompenfe for his labor—
‘what fate was too dreadful for our enemies to
predict # What were the well grounded fears
of our diftinguithed politicians ?

LEeT 1t be remembered, in eternal honor tq
thofe, who. fought our battles, that they re-
turned peaceable, though pennylsfs, to their
homes. In the exultation of vitorious fol-
diers, they did not forget the duties of citizens ;
and poflefling Liberty, trufted futurity for a
recompenie.  Let 1t al{o be remembered, 13
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gratitude to divine providence, that though our
patriots weie warm and divided in their polit-
ical fentiments, they were determined to fecurs
to their fellow fufferers and citizens, every en-
joyment confiftent with reafon; liberty and re-
ligion. After long and mature deliberation,
we adopted our prefent ineftimable Conftitu-
tion. A conftitution fublimated from  the
pureft codes of ancient and modern junfpru-
dence ; giving energy to virtue, protection to
innocence, promotion to ment, and life to hb-
erty. Under its benign influence and glorious
adminiftration, we have rifen to fuch a fplendid
height of national greatnefs, and individual
profperity, as to become the aftonifhment and
envy of the world.

Every thing confpired to add dignity, and in-
fure fuccefs to the new formed government of U-
nited America. For however juft and intelligible
may be the chartered rights of a people ; how-
ever wife and free may be their fyftem of poli-
ty and laws, yet experience loudly declares, that
on the charalter of the firft magiftrate depends
much of the happinefs and refpectability of a
nation : Even though heis Prefident of free-
men, and dependent on the vote of millions.
For while the human tnind is a compound of
paflions, defires and prejudices—reafon may
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beécome the dupe of fophiftry, and virtue fall 2
facrifice to infamy and interet. Though, we
truft in God, the experiment will never be re-
alized in a country, whofe fame is wifdom--
whofe vitality is virtue, |

To this high and moft eligible office was u-
nanimoufly eleCted a man, whofe life was cov-
ered with glory ; whofe exalted virtues drew tears
from envy, and a blufh from calumny ; whofe
attive benevolence, wifdom and patriotifm left
nothing for the eulogift——but preferves the
brighteft piCture of human greatnefs; in the
charalter of cur immortal WASHINGTON.

Mucs has and more may be faid of the
peace, profperity and happinefs we enjoyed,
under the mild, firm and impartial adminiftra-
tion of that unrivalled patriot and kis illuftri-
ous fucceffor : For the exalted virtues of Ap-
ams will ftand with thofe of the immortal
WaAsHINGTON, to brighten the dark page of
futurity, and prove that the apex of human
greatnefs does mnot reach beyond the denfe at-
mofphere of ingratitude. But as the fubjet
meets us, at every view, in the moft lively col-
ors ; and has grown up under the expanding
gratitude of this refpectable audience, it would
be only recapitulating thofe events, which warm
every heart ; reciting thofe deeds, which will con.
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tin.ue the pade of Americans, till tyranny and
democracy deftroy the laft veftage of freedom.

Our profperity, however; has not been dn-
interrupted ; but this muft be attribuced to the
fhametul policy, intrigues and depredations of
the old and 7eferming world. It has given us
feverc leflons of naticnal friend/flip ; and taught
us, 1n the moft forcible manner, that complete
defence is the fureft pledge of peace.

T1ME has marked but thirteen years, in the
regifter of Federal America ; yet, 1n this thort
period, what viftories, revelutions, muiders,
difgrace and glory, have crowded the page of
hiftory ? Nations, trembling under the lafh of
defpotifm, and millions groaning with the
heavy burdens of tyranny, have waded through
the blood of their fovereigns, priefts and fa-
thers, to liberty and oppreffion ; while others,
free as the mountain air they inhabited, have
fallen facrifices to rapacious ambition and daz-
zling parade. .

The world, as if fhook by fome tremendous
carthquake, has been joftling its inhabitants
together, in ftrange confufion; while nothing
of America, but her commerce, has felt the
dreadful convulfion. Thus it is to be virtu-
ous, and ruled by men, who prefer juftice to

wealth, and peace to punttilio,
C
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TroucH the bulwark of our rights has not
been battered down, by foreign engineers ; or
the foundaticn of our fair poiitical fabric hove
up by domeftic miners—yet, let no one flum-
ber on his poft, for the foul fpirit of anarchy
15 abroad on the earth. It would be ftrange
indeed, if America is without a foe, when more
than half the civilized world is in arms. It
would be wonderful, and without a parallel, if
n this age of jealouly, intrigue, plot and dif-
fimulation, no ambitious diforganizer, princely
courtier; or frantic revolutionift, thould attempt
to proftitute Columbia, or blaft her fame.—
But in feeling alive to our duty, intereft and
glory, let not fear degrade our reafon, or jeal-
oufy difgrace our neutrality : Let us keep the
{teady, penetrating eye of unbiafled obfervation,
on every object within our political vifton. It
is not one nation, who would fhare our lau-
rels; or one people, who would reap the field
of our fathers. No, fellow citizens, every pow-
er in Europe, Afia and Africa, have a watchful
eye on the adminiftration and cabinet of A-
merica ; and would equally rejoice in tramp-
ling on the facred privileges of freedom. Thefe
are not the immatured fentiments of youth ;
the falfe colorings, and unfounded fuggeftions
of a zealous declaimer ; they are the words of
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truth—they are the fentiments of W asHING-
roN. Hear then the laft admonition of that
fainted patriot.—

« AgaInsT the infiauous wiles of foreign in-
fluence, (I conjure you to believe me, fellow
citizens) the jealoufy of a free peoplc ought to
be conftanily awake ; fince hiftory and experi-
ence prove that foreign influence is one of the
moft baneful foes of a republican government.
But that jealoufy, to be ufeful, muft be impar-
tial ; elfe 1t becomes the inftrument of the very
influence to be avoided, inftead of a defence
againft it. Exceflive partiality for one foreign
‘nation, and exceffive diflike of another, caufe
thofe, whom théy. atuate, to fee danger only on
one fide, and ferve to veil, and even fecond the
arts and mnfluence on the cther. Real patriots,
who may refift the intrigues of the favorite, are
hable to become fufpected and odious ; while its
tools and dupes ufurp the applauie and confi-
dence of the people, to the furrender of 'their
interefts.”

LeT us then, in our political patrol, throw
afide all local prejudices ; every unjuftifiable at-
tachment and accidental difike. Difcard the
odious epithets of Jacobin and Ariftocrat—the
vile and 1illiberal language of difappointed am-
bition and reftlefs faltion, Let ugaim to prag-
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tice what we preach ; to become nominally and
virtually Confiitutionahfts and Amenicans. Not
hke the fanatic apofiles of Chriftendom and
Barbary, glory in fighting our way to heaven
and happinefs through bleod and barbarity:
Or wage war, itke the butchers of Rome, In
fupport of peace and benevolence.  If there are
doubts in the minds of good men, refpect:ng
thar condult as chnitians; there can be no
coubts i our minds, refpeCiing the deport-

ient of citizens; while {cience rcceives en-
couragement, and the letter of cur conftitution
1s American.

WitnouT morality, and a confcious belief
in the doltrine of future rewards and pumih-
ment, the iron arm of tyranny cannot check
the depravity of paflion—preferve the rights of
individuals, or the laws of neutrality.  Sgeing
fuchis ﬁqg favage temperatare of atheifm—ifuch
the harmonjzing power of religion ; let it be
the firft pubhit of our minds, the deareft ob-
ject of our lives, to cultivate the pure princi-
ples of chriftianity ; to att up to thole 1mmu-
tabie commands, which were mftituted for our
felicity 1n this world, and our eternal happinefs
in that which lies beyond the grave. A good
chriftian was nev°r an enemy to his country, a
partizan in politics, or a friend to diforder,
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NEexT to fulfilling thefe great duties of life,
let us devoutly honor the government of our
country. Asthe Conflitutien is the palladium
of our union, rights and national profperity,
let us do every thing 1n our power, to ennoble
its virtves. By affifting its energy and pro-
tecting its minfters, we fhall guard againft the
treachery of a Helvaus, and the intrigues of
an Ulffes. We fhall give an encouragement
to merit, and reward to fidelity. . We fhall
prove ta the children of royalty, and the min-
ions of licentiouinefs, that the government of
United America 1s not the offspring of weak,
infamous, or crazy politicians ; not the effe€t of
olind zeal, or reftlefs amhition ; but the fair,
nervous and flourifhing progeny of Virtue and
W:idom. |

Tue Tree of Liberty, which fhadows the tem<
ple of American Independence, was not plant-
ed by the hands of affaflins ; or watered with
the blood of Abels. It 1s the {pontanecous
growth of bravery and innocence. It was
planted in the field of honor and watered with
the blood of ufurpation. Its foliage 1s peace,
its fruits profperity. Such is the Liberty of
Americans ; and while 1tis encircled by the arm
of law and guarded by the {word of jultice—

¢ No foe can 1ubdue us, no faltien divade,™
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To preferve inviolate the bleflings we inher-
it; to perperuate that Union, which was ce-
mented by mutual dangers, bravery and fuccefs
—let us cultivate a friendly and generous in-
tercourfe between every fection of this widely
cxtended and profperous Empire. As we are
all members of one glorious Republic, let us
glory in afierting and fupporting the character
and credit of the Umion; for it 1s an axiom,
clear as truth, that—<United we fand ; but di-
vided we fall.” Hence the policy of our ene-
mies, 1n exciting local prejudices ; by falfe de-
{cripuions of the manners, morals and political
views of the Southern and Northern States.—
Thev have more than fuggeited that our inter-
efts are different; that our purfuits are con-
trary to a umform fyitem of revenue, and that
Nature, 1n kindnefs to our different tempers and
objelts, has marked a divifionary line with the
waters of the Suiquehannah.  Such a poifon-
ous belief, encouraged by faifehood, foreign in-
trigue and jealoufy, will unnerve tae arm of
government, blaft the Tree of Liberty, and fub-
jelt us to the fervile homage of tiiuniphing def-
pots. Awarc of tius fatal cataftrophe, let us
recewve every difcordant nfinuation with abhor-
rence; and cling to the Conftitution as the
ark of our political falvation. Let us do every
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thing to harmonize what little of mifunder-
ftanding, hafty partifans may have excited ;
and nobly facrifice partial views, to the general
good of the common empire.

“AMEPIcA ftands, comparatively, like the fun
in the heavens-—the centre of light, and wonder
of the admiring world, who feel the influence
of its rays ;” and would glory to bafk in the
fhire of its profperity. Mean and execrable
muft be the wretch, who would blur its {fplen-
dor ; weaken the energy of its laws, or debafe
its authonty ; who, with a vile and cowardly
heart, goes about among the weak and credu-
lous, difputing the requifitions of its govern-
ment, ridiculing its meafures, and defaming its
munifters.

No people, government or country can prom-
ile themfelves proiperity or peace; if the fire-
brands of fedition are placed at the foctftool of
authonty ; or Defamation is permitted to hold
up her black and disfigured mafk, before the
fair features of a magiftrate. Our reprefenta-
tives may be wife and patrictic ; our fenators
grave, fententious and circumfpedt, and our
Prefident pure as an angel of light—yet, it wiil
avail us nothing, if foreign quacks are permit-
ted to adminuter the anodynes of tyranny, or
noculate our yeomanry with the virus of de-




mocracy. But in this age of innovation, and
in 2 country, which has become the rendezvous
of every wayfaring theorift and political adven-
turer, we muft expell to hear a jargon of doc-
trines, a medley of political reafoning. Every
foreigner brings with him naticnal pride, as
well as perfonal ambition ; and however good
may be s heart, or wife his head, yet his ideas
of government and law will be tinged with the
politics of his country ; and imbody the prin-
ciples of education. An old man never for-
{akes his habits, till he bids adiea to attion
and young men feel too much the am:r patrie,
to find fault with 1ts fyftem of policy ; efpe-
cially when they are beyond the influence of its
opprefliecn. Every man has a right to his own
fentiments ; and i a free country, like ours,
may publifh his opinions, if they do not mili-
:ate with the laws of the land—but 1t 1s for us,
Americans, to weigh every political dotrine,
in the balance of our Conftitution. To ftrip
fophiitry of her gaudy mantle, and compare
theory with pratice. To prefer indigenous
merit, to exotic addrefs ; home bred wviitue, to
imported cunning. To reafen, not from our
affinity to one country, but from our relation-
fhip to the world. We fhould confider every
well difpoled power, prince and potentate as
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radii, in ‘the artle of our friendthip. As our
commerce is the prolific parent of wealth, the
nurfe of arts and patron of hufbandry, we
thould with well to the whole family of man;
and offer, on equitable and honorable terms,
an exchange of benefits, with every nation and
people of the earth. I is happy for us, that
our intereft 15 conneted with our duty ; that
our national faith is Iinked with our commer-
cial profperity. It will produce liberahty of
* opinion, without deftroying circumfpection ;
~ and caufe us to cultivate neutrghty, without
degrading our digmty.

As we are free, Tovereign and independent,
we fhould never be deft'tute of the means for
defence ; unlefs we prefer private ruin, to pub-
lic {punt ; petitions to preparation, and humil-
ity to honor. There is an economy fo parfi-
monious and niggardly, as to {poil the fruits of
snduftry, and blaft the buds of expetation. It
is next to prodigality, in its deftructive influ-
ence. A country, whofe extenfive borders are
left defencelefs, in time of danger, muft be in-
habited by more prophets than politicians. A
people, whofe wealth circulates through every
channel of the mighty deep, muft expect infults
and robbery ; unlefs they are prepared to an-

{wer irdiguities, with a tongue of iron, and ta
D
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mark their property, with the point of 4 bayos
net. A nation, without the means of defence,
will always be the fport of contending powers.
It is happy for America, that her citizens are
foldiers ; that they know the ufe of warlike in-
ftruments, without wifhing to try experiments
on their kinfmen and neighbors. But military
tatics is only the defence of a people, who
plough the field, and drefs the vineyard—com-
merce demands a navy, The former adminif-
tration acknowledged its utility ; the prefent
1s too wife, to permit the piratical Mahometan,
in his cockboat and yacht, to fhut up the
‘Straights of the Mediterranean, while the Po-
towmac 1is burdened with the fruits of the
land tax.

~ Twue faithlefs and revengeful Turk 15 ofed by
powerful nations, like an Italian bravo; and
‘muft we {fubmit to the thameful policy, becaufe
ftarveling prudence iays, “you had better give
vour purfe to the robber, than ride with a car-
bine ?”

~ Tre love of peace is as dignifying to a na-
tion as it 1s honorable to an individual. On
her virtuous lap, we nurfe the finer feelings of
benevolence and humanity ; chenfh the refine-
ments of reafon, and imbibe the pure fpirit of
chriftianity, But I truft we are not fo meek
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and lowl¥ of terper, as, when fmitten on
cne cheek, peaceably to prefent the other;
fo debafed by laxury, and poor in fpirit, as to
purchafe peace, at the expenfe of our fame,
freedom and independence.  If there is but one
way of acquiring this' bleffing. and the price 1s
flavery—the purchafe never will be made by an
Amenican.. No, fellow citizens, if the voice of
honor calls to war, and juftice cannot parry
the {fword of iniquity—

occotto‘iptotuwmm
Shrink trom the hopes of the expc‘hng world :
Bid your hign honors ftoop to fere:gn nfult,

And in one hoar give up to infamy
The harveft of your fathers glory

Commopore Daik bears the aniwer of our
Prefident, in language more forcetul than the-
voice of a conful.

Wiio can take an impartial furvey of the U--
nited States, from their firft fettlement, to the
prefent period, -and examine the bleffings pro-
duced by the effictency of the Federal Conftitu--
tion—and believe the voice of murmuringis
heard in ocur fireets ? But we are informed, .
by fome man, that difputation is the parent of
political happinefs ; that republics would con-
folidate into monarchies, were their maienals
not kept in agitation by the unfteady hand of
faCtion, Let us rather behieve we have Lftens
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ed too quietly, to the falfe rumors of offended
pride and intriguing ambition ¢ that we have.
bore, too tamely, the opprebrious afperfions,
which Foreigners, Aliens and Americans, have.
publifhed againft the rulers and government of
thefe United States. If we continue to heed
the furmifes of political jealoufy, to credit a-
nonymous impeachments of adminiftration,
we fhall give birth to a credulity, deftruétive to
our political faith; deter good men from of-
fice, and ftrike a paralytic blow which our Con-
fhtution can never {urvive.

CoNFIDENCE 1s the nerve of republicanifm ;
and to whom can we look for guidance, in-
ftruttion and protection, if we cannot rely on
the virtue, wifdom and integnty of thofe men,
whom: we voluntarily have elected to office ?
This 1s a queftion which reafon blufhes to afk;
but fophiftry and vice have made it neceflary. -
It 1s a queftion, which the crazy babbler, and
lunatic politician have not forefight, or virtue to
examine. They have changed circumfpection
to jealoufy, arguments to fatire, reafon to rib-
aldry ; and, in the frenzy of fear, have bel-
Jowed wolf fo loud and frequent, that a ftran-
cer muft believe the good fhepherd has for-
faken his fold. Let fuch men confefs, with

Iago-—-
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®.8 % %82 %% % e s Ttis their natufe’s plague.
To fpy into abufe ; and oft their jealoufy

Shapes faults that are not, fave in their diftemper'd-
Minds. Oh! beware, my friends, of jeaioufy ;

It isa green ey’d monfter, which doth mock

The meat it feeds on.

Tt is a never dying worm, that lives

Upon the brain ; changxng the foul’s fair feat

To a fou! den of falfe fufpicicns.

THoOUGH our means for obtaining knowledge
are great and extenfive; though ufeful learming
1s foftered by our various governments, and
circulated through every rank of life; fo that
the humble cattager mav afcend to eminence,
talents- and merit bemg the only avenues to
promotion ; yet there are many good citizens
of advanced years and fccluded induftry, who:
cannot recur to the fountain of information;
but are dependent on the common channels of
intelligence ;—who believe new{papers are ve-
hicles of truth, and that every meafure and can-
didate 1s recorded with the pen of fidelity. We
fhould, therefore, be extremely careful, that
they are not impofed on by malicious and art-
ful deceptions; that thefe ufeful channels of
information are not choaked up with party
{trictures ; that they are not contaminated with
fhameful farcafms againit the officers and meaf-
ures of Iederal America. Newf{papers fhould
be the repofitories of “things as they are ;” with-

out metaphyfical commentations, or quibblings.;
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the records of fafts and plain reafoning’; not
like an alehoufe, the fcene of malicious flander
and perfonal abufe. The effets of newfpaper
calumny and mifreprefentation have been fe-
verely felt through every branch of civil focie-
ty. They have perverted the ireedom of elec-
tion, by mifguiding the unlettered, but well
meaning, members- of community ; and caufed
them to vote and alt inconfiftent with every
printiple of virtue and wifdom. This is not
“*the exercife-of thofe equal rights,which equal
laws' muft orote, and to violate would be op-
preffion.” It is.a tolerance as wicked, and as
céf)ablc‘of ‘bitter and bloody perfecutions, as
difgraced the Irifh- catholics, in the reign of the
unfortunate Charles. But thefe are the means,
which the enemies of order will always take,
when they can find a printer bafe enough to
affift their defigns. Unfcrtunate for the peace of
our-Union, there are'too many of this defcrip-
tion within the perlieus of our cities. It 1s by
this corrupted- procefs, diforganizers have real-
1zed  their expetations; and artful ambition
has nfen to popularity.
In the luminocus hnguage of Prefident Jer-
FERSON—
¢« 7eT us'then, ' fellow citizens, unite with
one heart ard onc mind, let us reftore to {ocial




itercourfe-that harmony and affeffion, -withs
out which hberty, and even life itfelf,‘ are but
dreary things. Every difference of opinton is
not a difference of principle. "We ‘have called
by different names brethren of the' fame princi-
ple. ‘We are all -republicans ; we aré all fed-
eralifts.”

~ Way then fo much aerimeny in our difquifi-
tions ; fuch four looks, and debafing language
—unlefs, like attraltion and repulfion, we are
equally the ornarrent and fupport of the federal
fiftem ?

Tua™ great man further informs us—* ab-
folute acqu iefcence in the decifions of the ma-
jority, is the vital pfmmplc of republics, from
which is no appeal, but te force, the vital prin-
ciple and immediate parent of defpotifm.”——
This teaches ws, that though a free prefs is ef-
fential to Liberty, a licentious prefs 1s poifon-
ous to morals and deftructive to government,
It 1s the inftrument of Faction, to unhinge ad-
miniftration ; the tool of infidelity, to record
the rancid dogmas of atheifm, and {catter the
feeds of Jibidinous philofophy.

Ir we love our country, if we are attached to
the conftitution, if we venerate the cnriftian re-
ligion—let us guard agair:ft modein philofo-
phy, that whore of Babylon, ¢ iho 1s deter-
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_ mined to make ali nations to drink of the winé
of the wrath of her fornications.”

Since the world exifted, no p2ople ever had a
more folemn and important charge committed
to their hands. The welfare of millicns,'for
ages unborn, refts on the perievering virtuc and
quict fpint of the prelent generation. Though
we are informed by fome philofophers that our
government 1s the ftrongeft in the world ; yet,
let us not forget that the virtue of the people
is its Aames vite—its life and fupport. We
have hitherto exceeded expectation, and if we
continue to tread in the glorious iteps of our
fathers, we fhall continue to merit the bene-
dictions of Heaven, and prove to the world—
that the Dove of our Peace fleeps not under the
paws of the growhng licn, or perches on the
- gaudy bofom of the Flower de luce—but coos
under the covering wings of the COLUMBIAN
EAGLE.




	ra_104A732DE1C2AF58_2_26.pdf
	ra_104A732DE1C2AF58_27_32.pdf

