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Salemm, 5th July, 1804,

Dzar Stz, |
Tue Committee of Arrangements return you tharks for yonr
truly-elegant Oration, delivered yefterday in commemoration of American
Jndependence ; and réqueft a copy of the fame for the prefs,
e are, Dear Sir, :
Your Friends, and
Hambfc Servants,

JACOB CROWNINSHIELD, _
HENRY PRINCE, Commitlee

. JOSEPH ROPES, ¢f
JOHN HﬁLTHURNE, JUN, Arrangenentas
JOSEPH WHITE, yun,

Jaszrn Szory, Efy.

| B Sakm, July 6, 1804,
GlNTL!MEh,
-Your polite sttention has.my moft grateful veturn, 1f the,
part which 1 haa th-hmer to plorm, in commemoration of our Indepene
dcncr gave fat1s. e to my H‘lll‘ﬂ'h, Iam :mply Icplld 1 fubmit the
Oration to your difpofsl ; and § uuft that it wili not be confidered an une
meaning :polupy o clarm the cander of criticifm for a compuﬁtion Whi{:h’
{m. pecn haitity wriiten, under ihe preffure of bafinefs and ill health,

b3t the higheft rofpefl, ‘

4 haue the horor fo be,

You frignd and humble fervant,
JOSERH STORY.
Meff . ‘

Jacos Crownivsr1ZLD,

Henny Princr, Commitice

Joszern - Rores, of

:‘mm H.n'u-}aw Jr:n frrdugmcu!.r.
ALPH Wuvr: ;m:.
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ORATION.

iy

.mzz oW LITIZENS,

THE cclebrauon of nauonal
atchlevcments adds luftre to national character,
It cherithes the fpirit of emulation, and exalts
 the ardor of patriotifm. It quickens into action
every latent principle, and itnbues the foul with
the deepeft cnloring of mational fentiment...
. Why has the Minftrel attunied his Iyre to the toils
of antient’ heroifm ? His flowing eloquence,
his varied pathos, and hng rich expreffion,
have entranced the attention of ages, and drawn.
tears of delight from the f{avage and the {age.
Greece has not alone fung the battles of her
warriors and the f{plendor of her art. Rome
has not alone touched the fympathies, by un-
- folding the enterprizes of her patriots. On the
banks of the Danube the voice of victory has
{welled the feftivity of the Vandal ; and the
mufic of the chiefs of other times yet echoes
through the highlands of Caledonia. The tide
gf gratitude has flowed from fire to fon ; and
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the fpirit enkindled by valor has defcended w:,th
the mcmory of its gallant deeds.

« i,

What more augu& oecaf ion could have conq
vened us together ! Other nations have cele-
brated the birth of a hero, or thapotheofis of
a faint. We have anobler caufe for exultation...
the triumph of Liberty. This day. our couny
try hasreached the twenty-ninth year of her {ova
ereignty and independence, - It 1s worthy of the
dignity of freemen to record in their annals the
time of fuch admirable attainments. It is wors
thy of gencrous enthufia{lm to immortalize the
fpirit which purchafed the invaluable inherit-
ance, Ifit were nct due tothe honorable wounds
of aur patriots, -it - were the pruderice of civil
polity to embalm the narrative of events which
fixed the fluctuating deftiny of ages, and eftab-
lithed the rights of mankind-on ‘an . imperifha<
ble bafis..: Deep.in difgrace mufh they be funk,
" who behold, unmoved, the monuments of theix
- fame-decay, and {uffer the rank weeds,of neg-
}ect to feed on the mouldering trophies of:their
valor, ; Such unalterable- infamy belongs ‘not
to human nature butin its. loweft degradation.

Should the time ever arrive when.the folemn
appeal, which this'day onte witncfled, thall bﬁ:_'
viewed with ‘indifferénte or difdain. ..when the
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fublime declaration; that America was free¢ and
{overeign, fhall be deprecated as a.paroxifm of
political madnefs...well may we weep over the
riins of oiur country...well may we exclaim, m
the holinefs of claffic. laméntation; Hie Troja
fuit, - The forms of Liberiy may remain, but
the foirit will be loft forever; The Ghoft of
its departed excellence may moan and wandes
through our deferted capitol ; but it will be an
unreal mockery, ‘‘without a local habitation or
a. name,.”’

Let no fear of fuch prophetic evils fully the
pleafure of thisaflembly. The joy with which
we celebrate this national jubilee, is an earneft
of our future confiflency. It pronounces to ouf
fathers, that what their honor acquired, our in-
trepidity (hall preferve ; what their blcod pur-
chafed, our gratitude thall redeem ; what their
- wifdom reared as the temple of liberty, we will
- ornament and protect as the perfection of polit-

L jeal archite&ure..

‘The caufes which influericed, the ptinciples,
~which guided, and the fpirit,which executed the
exploit, prefent glorious examples of virtue and
perfeverance. They accomplithed a change,
at ence unexpe@ed and  perplexing to the cab-
inets, of Europe. . They difplayed the novel
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fpe&acfe of a province thaking fromi its ﬁ\&
the chains of foreign domination, anﬁd affuming .
the imperial purple ; of a nation, rifing in the
majefty of youth; to encounter, confound, and
enarvate the counfels :nd the arms of organ*wed
authority: But this {pirit, thefe principles, and
thefe caufes. were not of momentary ‘mpulfe.
The experience of centuries had given them a
maturity, which nothing could advance, and
an energy, which nothmg could refift./ Perfe-
cution had ftimulated virtye ; and virtue {ecu-
red the triumph of valor. ;

Our anceftors were truly the fons of entes-

* pr:ze. Having fled from the tyranny of relig
ious intolerance, they fought in the uncultured
wilds of America an afylum from c¢ppreffion,
and a heritage for their children, Nurfed in an
adverfity the moft trying, at a timhe when the
rights of confcience were eftabiithed by inquif-
itorial edifls ; when religious apoftacy was de-
cided by trials more abfurd than Gothic ordeals ;
when heretical conviétions were enforced at the
ftake and the fcaffold, with cruelties which
might appal the heart of a Caligula, ind arreft
the purpofe of a Suwarrow,..nurfed in fuch an
adverfity, they knew the full value of liberty,
and liberally paid for the purchafe.  They ef-
teemed conicience miore than life ; and unfet-
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%ered poverty mdre thdn luurious dependence.
‘Thc pampered indulgence of floth was in their

viéw- no equivalerit for inglorious férvitude..
It was the bells and the trinkets of the African;

which amufe his faucy, while they fotind his

difgrace and fefter his finews! The land which

they. explored was ihdeed 1io Candan’ flowing,
with milk arid honey; teo fiveeten the repofe of

wearied pilgrimage. The yell of the favage
fwept frightful on the blafts of night ; and the .-
ddy ftar fickened at the defolation of the pefti- .-

lence. Whom the tomrahiwk faved from its
fury, the famine fmote with difeafe ; whonm
the mercilefs winter fpared from deftivion,

funk under the heic of fummes. But a cour-
age, which like the principles which infpired
it; knew no ruler but heaven, added perfever-

ancé to zeal, and fuccefs to perfeverance.” The-
intrepid exiles gloried in ‘their toils ar:d fecured
the tranfport:hg triumph of Kberty. They ef=

tablithed rights, ngt on.the piefeription of an-
tient ufage 5 they ‘eftablithed anthorities, nof
ferely ‘on the chartered boanty of royal muni- .
ficence ; they eftablifhed a nation,  not by the
gradial. ufufpation.of -aipiring vaffals onr feudal
feignories...but they “eftablifhed the whele on-
the legitimate bafis of popular ¢onfent.  No,
Fellow Citizens, we were not like the conviéts

of Botany Bay, the planteg! colon...es of domef-» ~

B

R
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tic humanity ; nor, like Ireland; the fraudulent
conqueft of a:crafty enemy. We: were not;
like feudal Villains, attached to the demefnes
of a Lord ; nor defcended, like an helrloom-,
the heavy appendage of an imperial ' crown.
- We grew by the ftrength of native vigor ; we
rofe by the force of internal regularity, unfofter-
¢d by foreign fmiles and undided by maternal
protection until We became an objeét of jealous
ambition. Like the oak of our own forefts’
we were borni and nurtured in a tky, which:
never knew the blight of oppreffion, or the
engraftment of defpotiim. ‘Fhe foil cultivated”
bv the labor, and the rightsadvocated by the:
voice of our fathers, were-equally our a/lodial-
and ubincumbered inheritance. They mort-
gaged no fervices to prerogative, and they
.clalmed no equity. from regal jufticé, What-
ever. Britain gained over our ‘{overcignty was
the merc right of power over infant weaknefs s
the filent though irrefiftible ties of a common
~ erigin, a common language, and a common
fympathy. We fubmitted .to her encroach-
ments, becaufe we were unable to refift them ;
we wore her fwathing bands, becaufe we. ‘want.-
ed ftrength to burft them, - '

Thefc- circumftances ‘ought ‘to -be well re-.
collected in order to afcertain the nature of our
~ revolutionary conteft ; and vindicate it to thofe
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whohave not afcended to firft principles. . With-

out thefe confiderations -we might. be unjuftly

~ branded witlr -the “ignominy .of a rebellion
againft the falutary difcipline of parentalan-
thority. Miferable indeed would be the {foph-
iftry, and worthy of the difiolutenefs of eaftern
fervility.—The ties -of  the political compadt,

have no analogy. ‘with 'natural-afhinity.  The
- vemorfelefs parricide under every. pretext is n-
dignantly banithed--from _fociety. E .
opinian, that no infringement.of national ri, ..t;
no exercife of defpotic vengeance, no oppref-.
fions of plundering cruelty, can juftify a re-
nunciation of fovereignty, is:too abfurd; too
monftrous, too deftrultive, for'the adoptlon of
reafon or nonor, The furious zeal of an "m-
prefs who could murder:her hufband, and the
bloated ignorance of a Pope, who could anaths
ematize a world, would fhrink from a vindi=
caticn of {uch atrocious doétrines. The grofs
obetiance of the Rufs, and the indifcriminate
appetite of the Ecclefiaftic, would loath the
ucfeemly poifon, They. might fwalloiv:the
dogma of tranfubflantiation ; but no Jefmﬁry
could win from their confciences, that political
mfalhbxhty {upercedes the laws of nature,

'T'o the honor of Britain Iet. it be remembei-
ed, that in her worft days this doctrine was
never ferioufly affumed as'the bafis.of her dﬁ?-
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 ginion over us, - It éan -be found only in the
black lettered rubrics of monkith - folly, or the'

debafing cateehlfms of modern pohcy, more

‘wicked in purpofe, than contemptible in cha-

rater. To make way for the grand promul-
gation of it, confpiracies of political demoral-
jzation have .been conjured up; prophefies of
jmpending tuin induftrioufly circulated, the
misthapen notions of a few fanatics organized
into the principles of a new philofophy ; and
in fine, the mangled fkeleton of Illuminatifm,
dug from the bowels of Germany, to fill up
the cauldron of forcery and brew the ominous
witcheraft...But I paufe from the purfuit. The
doétrine of political infallibility is now quietly
buried in the fame grave with -papal fuprema-
ev. Should any unholy charm raife it once
more to ¢ revifit the glympfes of the moon,*
we truft the genius of liberty will exorcile the
fiend, and lay it forever in the Red Sea of ob-

' ]wmn..

A half century has nearIy cldpfed ﬁnce the

‘-épnde of Britain, unveiled and undzfputed firft
- difclofed to our fathers, the extent of her arbi-
trary pretentions. It had been the prefcriptive

rule of her corflitutional pohcy, confirmed by
the charter of onc monarch and ratified by par-
Ixamcntary wz[dom on the abdlcauon of ano-

iiiiii
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- gxtenfive with the right of taxation...that hfe,
hberty, and property were ‘controlable only by
juries in the Courts of Law, or by peers in the’
Courts of Legiflation. This was the darling
birthright of Englithmen ; foftered with une-
qualled {olicitude ; felt and inculcated with ca-
tholic enthufiafm. It was bought by herces
worthy of the acquifition, and defcended to a
pofterity worthy to preferve it. It was the un-

alienable privilege for which Hampden bled,
and” Sidney {fuffered on the Scaffold. /" If we

( were the fubjells of England, this right was

. alfo our unque{’uonable inheritance ; if we were

. not, we poflefled it from the bounty of nature.

Yet in defiance of all principle, in oppofition
to all authority, fhe boldly advanced the doc-

trine, which fnbjc&ed us to the dependence of a
provmcc, and the mifurnpucms of a conquelt.

The'fpifit of Ainerica kindled at the infolent
prctenf' ons. She was governed by a mild, but
inflexible policy.——In tranquility, like the
Chriftian charity, pure, holy, gentle, eafy of
accefs, without partiality and without hypocri-
1y But roufed to indignation, like Hercules,
- the rofe in the frefhened energy of youth, and
ftrangled the ‘lrpeﬂt.:. fnat ufurped her cradle.
To a mxld petition for redrefs, an ambitious
“miniftry returned an imperious, tho’ ambiguous
anfwer,..to a modeft flatement of " wrongs, they
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f@lwd thh compui&tmy edicts, poifoned with

_, ‘-'—'h-*'t}lﬂi memﬁfs of farcafm...to a definitive remons«
j"lii_'i“gﬁ-#aﬁc‘e of reafon; thf:}r retorted Imenacing ‘accu-

'”.7*'-}'11::::*7.{2:;119@ w‘?\rch converted me bzitﬂmus of far-
v gaim irito the Llﬁfulnefs of vcngcanf:eq Tﬁﬁ,

'#cup of reconciliation was drained to its vei 'y

dregs,.”Om fathers. faw that they muft fink im-

-to-the tamenefs of ﬂavcrv, or affert the dignity
" of freedom by the fword and the bayonet. ‘The

habits, the fympathies, .and . the affections of
Jife, forced on:theirminds t'E' former altematlve.'
On one fide they beheld a.pation, gigantic.in
power, abundant in revenue, and elate with re-
cent vxé‘ory ; with troops of hereditary valor,
gallant in enterprize, and {teady in difcipline..,
On the other fide they beheld a country divid-
ed in councils, diftraced by jealoufies, and li-
mited in refource ; wundifciplined for war, but
anufed tc {ubmiflion.——The fitnation was
fraught with perds But life was the boon,
and they exclaimmed, with the generous Roman,

“¢ a'day, an ‘hour of virtuous Liberty, is worth

a whole eternity of bondage.” The awaken-
mﬂ' ardor eleCtrizad every heart ; and furmount-"
ed cvm*y obflacle. ‘The genius of our Country

waved his bapners in protection ; apd thie 4th
of _}ul}f 1776, witnefled the folemn appeal to

ihe uou of Armies, that Amefica would be
free, or perifh in the effort. . Subkme Deter-
mination ! G orious- Refolvc! It will remain

L]
L
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Y
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ant eternal monument of horlor to fhe: Heroes
who conceived it...it will remair! 2 ﬂ)icrﬂmd e~
o ample to latei’c pofterity of what ¢ handiul of
% brave men can effedy, when: ﬁagpmtﬁ by the
energy of mdependenca, The charadier of hu-
man hatare never appreacies {o near o ::zw..,.mfy
as when ﬁruggimg to plefcrve the rights, and
% accomplifh the falvation of mankind., Ouz
f  Fathers merited fuccefs, and they obtained it.
| | Théy fought; they bled 5 they trinmphed . -
From the perilous enterprizesofan eight years®
war, they rofe to the full poffeffion of the beft
gifts of he*aven, civil and religious Jiberty.

.l'r - :" r "'-t
ﬁ" I""'..' 'l ! 'r: r Ny
g L. S P P

,
ot W
nut r
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Fain would I drop a veil over the condudt of
Britain during this momentous conteft of the
fpirit of reafon againit the fpirit of domination.

- Would it were poffible to blot her mercenary
 cruelties frem the annals. of our hiftory.  But
they muft and will defcend to future ages the
difgraceful .mementos of civilized barBarity.
Let no one imagine that I think meanly of the
Britith Chara&er. / I honor a people, whofe
“Conftitution has been for ages a folitary inftance
'.of;urlfpmdencc, founded on the acknowledged -
nights of man, 1 honor a people whofe muni- |
ficence ims patrenized the,arts, and given the
fciences aliberal refage from papal oppreﬁzmsa
3 ﬁmnf a people who, in their laws and ‘man-
m‘:rs, in their valor and enterprize, have dlfcm*

- ey

'1;:\
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~eted a perfeverance and illumihation, which
* have blended {peculative wifdom with practical
" grandeur. I with it were pofiible to honor the
humanity of their martial atchievements, or the
fe@itude of their ambitiotis projects. Their
luft for dominion has for centuries deluged the
~ plains of Europe with blood, and difgraced the
ocean with pﬁpreﬂiv,é plunders. National jufl
tice has perithed on the altar of pride, and even
the fan&ity of religion been proftituted to the
~ {upport of minifterial crufades. | o

Moderation in refenitment is not only the re<
finement of philcfophy, but the dictate of na-
ture. ‘The polluted jealoufies-of national rival-
1y have too often tharpened the retaliations of
cruelty, and ftimulated the. fury of the paffions.
The fatal projects of an EpwaRrb have unfor- -
tunately fettled an hereditary hatred in the In-
habitants'on either fide of the Englith channel,
which neither time, nor reafon, nor generofity
can fubdue. ; But though as men we difdain to
confult the indignation of accumulated wrongs ;
though as chriftians, we forgive the brutal re-
venge of our revolutionary foes, ‘¢ we muft re-
member fuch things were,”* and pafs the whole-
fome Ieffon {o poflerily./ Can we forget th
{ime %{?hc”n, to glut this cdious paffion, cuz ci-
ties were wrapped 1n flames ? our widows and
children iimpa]ed on the bayonet? our wives and

34
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mothers expofed to the mercilefs ravither, ot
loft in the fury of contending elements ?...Hap-
py, thrice happy had it been, if but one Cre-
us A had perithed in the tempefts | Can we for-
get, that the tomahawk and the {calping knife
were not beneath the refearch of martial poh—
cy ? that the Indian warwhoop was the fignal
for the execution of deeds, ¢ which freeze the
young blood-and harrow up the foul #  Can
we forget, that prifon ﬂnps, more fure in their
purpofe, though lefs rapid in their fatality, than
the black holc of Calcutta, were the loathfome
abodes of thoufands of our injured uncomplaln-
ing countrymen, who lingered for months'in
the agonies of corrupted Thorrord’ Death had
been {weet to them ; but it came not to relieve
till emaciated peﬁﬂence had exhaufled every =
feverity of torture. ‘The affrighted Hudfon
- *¢ heard nightly plung’d beneath his fullen wave
the -frequent corfe,” till his waters thickened
with the fhining pollution. To this very hour
the thrieks of the unburied dead roll on the blaft
of midnight, and accufe the ungrateful negleét
of their country. Can we foxgct thefe things? = b
No...We will forgive them ; but pofterity {hall
learn, that a civilized nation in an enlightened
age has not been afhamed to record her infamy

by fuch fanguinary ftratagems.

- While we mourn over thefe unfortunate vic-
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#ims, whofc filent fortitude was denied its ré-
ward in the death of honor, let it fix in our
hearts the mighty price of our political falva-
tion. Shades of departed herdes ! ye who fel]
in the fury of the battle, and ye who perlfhcd
in the poifon of the prlfon.. .ye have not died i
vain! Sweet is the voice of your fume....The
bleflings of nations have {welled your, requi-
ems...the Jaurels of glory thicken on your fe-
pulchres. . .the gratifude of Liberty immortalizes
your menioties.  Your children fhall tnumph
in your deeds ; and by perpetuating the rights
which you purchafed {hall elevate the dignity
of your atchievements, anid brighten the fplen-

dor of your renown !

Lefs grateful is the tafk fo frace the hiftory
of later times, and mark the aberrations fronm
revolutionary principles. Deeply is it to be re-
gretted that any can be found, who, fubfervient
to foreign influence, of fubtle in iniidious pur-
pole, depreciate the rights which they enjoy,
and ftain their ancéfiry by apoftacy and ingrat
itude. After fifteenn yéars of the pureft: civil
Iiberty, proteted by a conftitution admirable in
defign, and beneficent in operation ; after fif-
téen years, in which commerce has guided to
our fhores the treafures of the eaft and wef?,
and, the_arts and fciences been’ cultivated with
an entcrpr:ze unequalled in fuccefs, it would
feem hardly }po{ﬁble that any could be found fo
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Yoft to human dignity, as volgtifarily to re.
nounce thefe bleflings, and afk an afylum un-
der the dangerous prote&ion of royalty. But
Americans are to learn that ambition, like Mef
{alina, thinks no proftitution beneath its bdait,
and no corruption beneath its communion,-~--«
Laffata, necdum fatjata, receffit ; wearied, b
never fatisfied, it retires for a moment only to
re-act its iniquities with renewed vigor. Ter-
ror and perfecution after exhaufting Europe,
have been deftiped to crofs the Atlantic, and
roam from Altamaha to St, Croix. ‘The rich
and the powerful have been dazzled with the:

~ magnificence of courts, and the bluthing enfigns

- of nobility. The prudent and the good have"

been alarmed with the dangers of experiments,
which feeming to fet every thing afloat, might
overwhelm them in their progrefs, 'The veil
of the temple of Liberty has been rent in twain,

and the very altars devoted to fanguinary accus.
{ations,

'On cvery. fide Republican inftitutions have
~beenattacked.  The quarrels and diffentions of
revolutionary zeal have been artfully fomented
and exaggerated.  The order of defpotifm, a
bloated carcafe of unweildy difeafe, calm_only
from want of life, has been dreffed in the robes
of an Apega, though, like her, concealing in
the.ornaments of its bofom a poiforied dagger,
it folds to corrupt, and embraces to deftroy....

3

v
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Thefe events are not here recited to awaken in-
dignation or extenuate error : they are recalled
to your minds merely to fhew that even  inno-

ence and virtue may become the deluded apol-
ogifts of intolerance and crime.

- Far be it from me to vindicate the atrocities

which have fometimes difgraced the beft of
caufes. ‘'The accufations, the banifhments, and
the favage perfidies which have crimfoned the
Gallic 4nnals; are deeply to be regretted by eve-

1y friend of humanity and reafon. They have

lett a ftain on' the altar of Liberty, which her
veftal worthippers have {carcely wafthed away.
But let thofe who have added the torch to the

faggot, as well as confounded the principle with:

the a&ion, let thofe refpond to their confciences
for the unholy horrors.”s Let them weigh a-
gainft revolutionary woes, the maffacres cf
Charles, the Siberia of Catharine, the crema-
tions of Mary, and bloody perfecutions of Phi-
lip. Let them decide if the oppreflions and
cruelties of ten centuries could be too fiercely
retaliated.  Let them decide if thefe accumus
lated wrongs cculd be redreffed, but by the AW-
ful facrifice of the innocent with the gutlty.---
~Alas ! the beft caufe cannot decompofe the cor-
rupt elements of ambition ; the worft cannot
extinguifh every gleam of virtuous glory.  But
aoubly guilty ‘are thofe, who, to fubleive the
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