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THE following OrATION twer delivered, and ir publifhed, as
the requeft of 2 refpectable Committee of the town of Portland.  Confide
aring the temper of the times, and the dangers to which we are expofed,
thz Author has avoided the touches of rhetoric, and efcaped the {allies of
fancy :—Argumentation—the cftablithment aod illufrztion of found poe
litical principles, and an expofition of the delcterious nature of revolutions
ary policy, were the objects he had in view.  Accuflomed to reflect on,
the nature and extent of our forcign relations, and to watch their tenden-

cies and vlbrntinn:, he bas manifelled conliderable copfigence on Governe
tacntal {fubjedts ; and he has not, to his knewledge, made a matenal affer. -

tioz re(pecting them without a fubftantial document in his poficflion to
warrant it. -Should the Author be fo fortunate as to induce any deindzd
citizen to relinquith his political errors aad herecics, an important objedd
will be gained, | ‘
PORTLAND, JULT 4 1799



LMERICANS !

IT has hitherto been ufual for orators, on
occafions fimilar to the prefent, to furnifh labored dif-
fertations on the nature of civil Government, and on
the origin of our political exiitence—to entertain their
hearers with animated defcriptions of the progrefs of
freedom, and-- with diverfified pitures of publc peace
and profperity. But at a period, when Eurcpe is afHict-
ed with terrible commotions, and exhibits a difguitful
fcene of Gothic barbarity and blood——\When America,
and the world, feem devoted to the fame contagious
Stamina ot revolution, a ferious afpeét is impofed on this
anmverfary, and demands rather the exercife of deliber-
ate judgment, than the fpontaneous effufions of joy and
gratulation, Permit me then to touch lightly on the
painful hiftory of our country—more fully to invefli-
gate the caufes of national diforders, and the remedies
neceflary to mitigate their afperiiv—to unfold and il-
luftrate the intereflt and policy of the Amerizan pecple,
and the deltructive tendency of modern revolutionary
fentiments. The method here prefcribed is confifient
with the portentous crifis of the times, and compaiible
with the praftice of the fires of antiquity, in the fanc-
tuary of the Gobs,
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ITis a fixed principle in the economy of nature,
that nations, like families, muft divide, and occupy fe-
parate portions of the globe, Exceflive population, and
a difimilarity of political and religious fentiments, not
unfrequently contribute to this end. Add to this—
mankind pofiefs an invincible propenfity to emigration ;
they figure to themfelves riches and pleafures in the
defert walte, and paftoral and romaatic {cenes, not to be
found in populous cities, nor in cultivated countries.
Were 1t not for this propenfity, nature would be fruf-
trated in the difperfion of her children-—in the birth
and progrefs of culture, and in the diffufion of the arta -
and [ciences.

THis remark is forcibly exemplified, in the difcova
ery, {ettlement, and progreflive improvement of Ameri-
ca. Hiftory furnifhes us with no charatter fimilar
to that of*our own. Moft nations owe their origin
to the conquefls, or to the accidental fettlzments of bar-

barians ; the early events of whom are either unknown,
or invzloped in fabie. The firlt emigrants to this coun-

try were advanced in civilization, and were acquainted
with the arts and conveniences of life : They pofiefled
a wakeful jealoufy of arbitrary rule ; always ready te
defend their rights—cool, difpaffionate,and brave. This
character they inherited as a legacy from the early in-
nabitants of Britain ; whofe fagacity and exertion ena-
bled them to fet bounds to the dangerous prerogatives
of the crown, and te live in a {tate of freedom. What
hut this awakened fuch a formidable oppofition to the
legions of imperial Rome ? What but this eftablifhed
the grecat charter of privileges in 1215—a tranfeript
of the rights enjoyed under the more ancient Saxon
monarchs ! What but this produced the religious rc.’
formation in 1559—the celebrated petition of right in
1628, and ultimately,the memorable revolutionin 16838,
at the acceflion of the Houfe of Orange to the throne ¢

Birt England, like all other countries, exhibits in
her hiftery, many periods of weaknefs, and of cruclty~—
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efpecially when fhe {harpencd the dagger, and lighted
the torch, of fanaticifm ; and when, with therod of ty-

-ranay,'fhe wafted the human race.. In fome portions'of
the fifteenth and fixteenth centuries, the was transforme-

_ed into a {laughter-houfe of heretics, and trembled with
the agonies of malefaltors at the ftake. We are ac-

.cultomed to lock with horroz on thefe brutal excefies
‘@Y arbitrary power, and to ftand aftonifhed .at the pa-
tience and depravity of man, Some doubt the benevo-
lence, and even the exiftence of Deity; and they
detive it from, and fortify it by, the prevalence of phy-
fical and moral evil—from the apparent dilorders of na-
ture, and from the conflits of nations : But thefe pain-
ful viciflitudes are not without a falutary ufe in the Di-
vine Government of the univerfe. Men of this temper
‘heed not the caufes, nor trace the effeéts, of fuch awtul,
tho’ wife and neceflary, difpenfations of Providence.
The meditated deftruétion ¢f Romurus in his cradle,
founded the Roman republic. To the conqueft and
pillage of Europe by the invincible Ciesar, we are in-
.debted for civi'ization, and for a knowledge of the arts
and fciences. The Awmerican empire owes its origin to

* the fanguinary tribunals of Britain, and its fubfequent
independence to the oppreflive and arbitrary meafures
of her councils.

Griar-Brrrarn has generally been cel-brated
for her political wifdom, and as the careful nurfe of
maniy featiment and virtue—yet we often find her un-
der the dominion of 2 crooked and disjointed policy,
and difpoled to eltablifh the reign of defpotifm. Early
in the prefent century, meafures were concerted to de-
prive us of our rights. Thefe rights were fecured to
us by various charters. Thefe charters were confider-
ed by England as errors in her policy ; and fhe reflolved
to 1mpair them by a gradual, and almoft imperceptible

.Affumption of authority over us. Hence our commeree
10 many inftances was reftricted, and in others totally
. prohibited : Hence exorbitant excifc and impoft dutics

were levied and collected with a greedy hand : Hence
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to cut down :the pitch and far trees of our forefts~=tg
nianufalure fteel, or:to flit iron in our forges, expofed
U8 ‘to heavy -penalties ‘Hence the common law of the
-Jand, 4nd the tridl by :jury, were:abolithed, and our ci-
‘tizens obliged to anfwer to charges of a criminal nature,
‘before :a’foreign tribunal : And then, as a prelude. to
“hoftilities on the - one part, or to unconditional fubmif-
-fion on ‘theother, we were infulted with this pointed
-declardation,” - that Great-Britain had a right 16 bind us
““.in all cafes whatfoevers” | |

TH1s tone of unwarranted authority, joined to res
peated - alts-of dggreflion, awakened the pride and for-
titude of America. Memorable is that day in .our an
nals, when:Lesington and Concord became the tombs of
Englifb -glory ; and terribie to Britain was that day,
“twhen the heights-of Charleffswn were immetfed in the
blood of her veteran fons: To detail the events of the
Revolution, would only be a trite difplay of hiftorical
erudition. '~ We miglit excite'a mixture of pity and re-
{fenimént at the wanton -cruelties and depredations of
‘an enemy-—and a:deluge of tears at the recollettion-of
departed heroes. -But the events of the prefent day,of
.avhich we thall treat-in the fequel, demand the fuffrage ®
-of all thefe paflions. Permit me only to fay, that time
has, in a ghreat meafure, clofed the wounds, and re-
paired the ravages of war—that our citizens, who ex-
pired in the hed of - honur, are {et like ftars of the firlt

' #tpagnitude—and that’ to their memory a-monument is
 krefted, as duarable as the pillars of time.

" No foorier had’ Great-Briiain yielded to the claims
of “merica, than difficulties of a political nature {fuc-
ceeded to thofe of war. The fingular genius of the

- dincrican people required a form of Government, difli-
“milar to any in exiftence; 'We had found that fyftems,
drawn from abftrad theory, deceived us in their apph.
cation to pra&ice. The Confederation of the States
was 2 tranfeript of the Amphyé&ienic and Achean
leagues of Greeee ; and, like them, it contained the {eeds
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of its own diflolution. The want of adequate powers
in the federal head, and the imbecility of our fifcal ar«
rangements, were among its moft prominent defé@s,
Thefe primary errors in our policy, tho’ extremely a-
larming in their nature, tended to {timulate cur patrio-
tifim. They convinced us, that it is as difhcul: to ima-
gine the operation of any political abftralt theory, fpun

om the brain of a fpeculative philofopher, as it is (o
difcover the qualities of a bock by the title-page, or the
propenlfitics of the heart by the features of the face ; and
that nations, if they mean to be happy, muft be accoma
modated with fyltems of Government, adapted to their
particular wants. Syftems of Government are not re-
ducible, like thofe of morals, to any fixed ftandard of
right—they grow out of the errors of fociety—and their
energies mult operate in proportion to the ignorance or
knowledge—~the ferocity or humanity of mankind.
Speculative writers, therefore, on the fubje® of Gov-
ernment, {eldom derive their principles from actual ex«
periment : They forfake the path marked out by the
hand of nature—and place men in a fituation, in which
they ought to exift, rather than contemplate them in the
fphere in which they attually move. Our prefent fe-
deral Government was founded in a convi&ion of thefe
truths. It has avoided all abftract theory; and as it was
the refult of combined wifdom, drawn from the fober
leflons of experience, it may juftly be ftiled a new ex-
periment in legiflation.  Under it, our wounded credit
has been reftored—our revenuc augmented beyond any
former example ;~dignity and energy are attached to
our public councils, and the utmoft fecurity and frze-
dom are afforded to the citizens.

BuT fuchis the economy of the wifeft inftitutions,
that very few have been able to promife themfelves any
confiderable duration. Some have been deftroyed by a
conteft for power—fome by the prevalence of ignorance
and {uperftition, and others are liable to fubverfion by
the rage of occafional diforders in the human mind—

which are not lefs fatal to nations than the plague toin.
B
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dividuals. The world is at this foment aflitted witit
an javeierate and fingular difeafe—malignant in its na.
ture—contagious in 1ts operation, and which conftitutes
a new article in the vocabulary of nattonal' calamities.
EffeCtually to refift its progrefs, defperate remedies
mult be applied—otherwife all legitimate Government
will receive an incurable wound, and every moral and
religious fentiment be banifhed from the human mind.
We pretend not accurately to inveltigate its origin—
but I beg leave to draw your attention to fome of the
moft rational conjettures on the fubject.

A the clofe of the lait, and at the beginning of
the prefent, century, a new defctiption of fpeculative
philofophers, made a confpicuous figure in the elder
world. By them all Religion and Governmen: were
deemed the mere inftruments of tyrants——defigned to
perpetuate their power, and to keep the people in the
chains of vaflalage. By their inflammatory writings,
always plaufible, and conceived with the nicelt art, they
enlifted the prejudices and paffions of mankind, and ex-
cited a fpirit of uneafinefs and revolt, Their great ob-
je&t was, with the fcythe of defolation, to equalize the
world, and gradually to eftablith the primeval ftate of
man. To effeét this delufive fcheme, they aimed to def:
troy the belief of a Gop—to cerrupt the public mind
by their herecies—and to bring the Minifters of Reli-
grion, and the chief magiftrafes of natrons,into contempt.
Not content with the diffufion of thefe principles thro’
the medium of labored velumes, periodical eflays, and
pamphlets, they found means to exhibit them at theatres,
and other public place:, in all the charms of eloquent
di¢tion. Thefe may be confidercd, perhaps, as the re-
mote caufes of the prefent diforders—but the origin of a
regular digefted fyltem of revolution, grounded on the
paflions and vices of men, is of a more modern date.

StcH was the number of diforganizers and’atheifts
in France and Germany, about the middle of the prelent
century, that they formed themfelves into private ailo-
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ciations, and cemented their union by the moft folemn
oaths. Thele focieties had in them many men of liter-
ary talents—a horde of pamphleteers and punfters, and
moft of the influential editors of newfpapers—all of
whom were extremely diflolute in their charalters—de-
void of any.fixed and permanent principles on the fub-
jects o Government and Religion, and on whofe confci-
ences atheifticand fanguinary notions, made no terrible
impreflion. To augment the number of their apoftles
and followers, and at the fame time to deceive the world
as to the rature and extent of their principles, they af-
fumed the charalter of Mafons.® They reforted not to
rcbellion and arms, the ufual weapons of political chang-
es, but confided wholly in the phyfical torce of public
opinion ; and to colle& this phyfical force to a point,
and to, diret it to an objeét, they eventually ufurped the
empire of learning—became the proprictors of literary
journals, and other important fources of information—
foilted themfelves into the government of Colleges and
Academies—obtained an inviacible controul over the
courts of jultice—and,bya fecret impulfe,moulded ali the
meafures of legiflation. This fecret and powerful in-
fluence, enabled them to corrupt the integrity and mo-
rals of Eurgpe by the propagation of their political dog-
mas and atheiftical creeds; and, in cale of detetion, ta
avoid the punifhment due to their crimes,

THESE furreptitious focieties were awakened to the
diftates of antecedent philofophers and atheifts. They
aimed, by a cautious and powerful procefs, to revive
the paftoral .and golden ages of antiquity ;—for they

et o —t - i - ——— - e e S L ]

* The exiftence of the fucicties of Muminati has given rife to much fpee
culation  Authcrs, aithough they agree as to the origin and nature of them,
have not been fufliciently explicit o one voint :—A curfory perufal incule
cates a belief (efpecially among the lefs informed parc of the community, and
among men of [uipic.ous tempers and ftrong prejudices) that the mafonic in-
ftizution is pregnant with Atheiftic and revolutionasy lentiments ‘Fhe Rev:
Dr. Morse, a pillar of adamant in the temple of Fedcrali m, has imbibed thig
mifiaken notion  The prattice of Malons, and the principles they inculeate,
will bett explain their deteflation of Athafm and revolution @ Thefe mo rerg
dolrines are diretly oppofed to their principles ;—and they will ot fail e

tefifk their progrefs,
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held that no true happinefs was to be acquired in civil-
1zed community—nor unlefs free from the reftraints of
Government, and the tetters of religion. No wonder
that {uch fentiments fhouid flatter the prejudices of man-
kind-—excite the whirlwinds of fedition, and draw vaft
maultitudes into their fatal vortex. Every day witnefled
their deleterious effects, but nobody could penetrate
their caufe. The contagion was univerfal—it fpread
like the plague of old—it operated on the mind likea
fubtle poilon on the body, and no remedy appeared to
bafile the malady.

Sucu was the increafe of this contagion, and fuch
the number and influence of its devotees, that they e-
ventually unmafked themfelves more fully to the world.
At the commencement of the French Revolution, near
6co of thele nocturnal clubs exifted in the bofoms of
France and Germany, As this event was generated by
the filent operaticn of their principles on the public
mind, its progrefs was haftened and embittered by every
poflible exertion. The more effeftually to form, and
to extend a deftrutive {yftem of revolutionary war, and
thereby to educe their prepollerous theory to practice,
a deputation from moft of them met mn dark conclave at
Paris,and organized themfelves into 2 grand conventicn
of the lodges—over which the DukE or ORLEANS pre-
fided,and in which the celebratedMirAaBEAU.and the pre-
fent TALLEYR AND,[uftalned thetwo next offices ol rank.
In this convention, the exaét counterpait of the Alem.-
bic of hell, differtations on philolophy, and the modern
rights of man, compofed their eloquent debates: Pro-
jets of Utopian felicity, the abolition of all fociety ana
Government, and the utter extinttion of every fpecies
of religion, were openly difcufled and concerted : The
ambaffadors of heaven were driven from their alters, and
either lanifhed or deltroyed—monarchs precipitated
from their thrones, and either maffacred or bound 1n
fetters of iron., Add to this—the Jacobin fociety n
Paris, fo famous ir the hiftory of the Irench Revolu-
tion, was wholly compofed of the members cf this de-
putation ; and hence the origin of that deteftabie cha.
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ra&ter, fo odious in all countries, and which 1s now cone
fidered as a reproach to human nature.

To impute the diforders in Europe to the influence

of thefe fecret fozieties, is a fentiment of recent date 3
and therefore the more liable to objettion. But the aca
quifition of their records, and other documents—the
teftimony of repentant brethren, and the apparent homa
age paid them by the National Convention of [rance,
eltablith the fa&t beyond the reach of doubt. Some of
the earlys decrees of this convention againlt religious
inftitutions, were palpable plagiarics from the homilies
of thefe fecret focieties. They all, in the very fame
language, denounced the holy bible as a fyftem of rid-
dles and fuperftition : In the very fame language, they
alt abolifhed the worfhip of Gop——the ritcs of the
fanttuary—ind the obfervation of the Sabbath ; and,
1 the very fame language, they all recommended Athe-
1{fm as the eltablifhed creed of mankind. This afinity
difcovers itfelf in a vaft variety of other interior vpera-
tions. We fee it even in the geometrical divifions of
France into departments and cantons, and in the intro-
duction of the new calendar, by which a ftrange meta.
morphofis has happencd in the feveral portions of the
year—-for they bear an exa&t 1efemblance to the mathe-
matical grades eftabl:fhcd among the aflociated clubs ;e
they makea part of the fame {yltem of innovation. and
were neceflary tee its compietion. This aflinity alfo
forms a confpicuous feature in ihe exterior policy of
France. ‘The maxim of thefe focieties—<¢ that the 1ND
to be oltained fanllifies the mMEaxs neccflasy to it,” has
been faithtully copied by the Terrible Repudiic in cvery
ftage of her ecceniric progrefs. ¢ 7 divide and con-
%uer” 1s the motto infcribed on every page of her modern
iltory, Her arms excite no unufual dread among na-
tions. Belore fhe aims the blow, fhe creates internal
diforder—divides the people from their Government ;
and then her purpofes are eafily effected by the bayon-
ets of legionary curt.throats. Who - ill not weep at the

fate of Holland, Geneva, Switzerland, and a, great jor-
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tion of Faly? They miftook the poiloi: for the honey—
became the dupes of a perfidious policy—and then expir»
ed in agonies at the feet of a dire€torial army. Piior
to the difruption of French fraternity among them, they
were free and happy—now they are flaves and miferable.
Thefe once happy countries, nct more fertile in animal
and vegitable produdtions, than in the works of tafte
and genius, are now filled with blood and tears --their
cities and temples are difinantled---their monuments of
art and lator are levelled with the dufl---their moft
precious memorials of antiquity are tranfportgd to Pa-
ris, and there depofited to amufe the curiofity of regi.
cides, and mock-patriots---their religion and Govern.
ment. have fallen miferable victimms to atheilm and bond-
age ;---and thefe deluded republics are now doomed to
difclofe a frightful image of barbarifm, murder and de-
folation. -

Sucr are tne eflefts of revolutionary {enti-
ments, And does the boafted republic of Liberty and
Equality exhibit a more pleafing picture ¢ Gobp in his
wrath has expofed her to [trong delufions—pcrmitted
her to be the {courge of nations, and the inftrument of
her own deftruction, A mild and pacific monarch, the
father of his people—the hoary fyftems of national and
municipzal laws, and the venerable inftitutious of religion
and morality, have all been deftroyed by the philofo-
phers of regenerated France. And what are the {fub-
ftitutes ¢ A proftituted DireCtory, whole bloody robes
of office are an exact index to the crue! and relentlefs
purpofe of their hearts ;~—a conftitution, replete with
abfurdity, and founded on the modern rights of man~—
calculated to patronize ignorance and error at the ex-
pence of wifdom and ‘rurh-..to banifh able and upright
men from the public councils, and to fill their places
with the worthlefs demagogues of fallion ;---a legal
fan&ion to atheifim and vice, and to the prevalence of
blafphemous principles. The temples of the molt high,
and the various walks of fcience, once filled with devo-
tion, and with the pupils of the arts, are now turne.l n-

to military academies, and exhibit the awlul apparat:s
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bf death. Where once ftood the ftately harveft, the
joy and comiort of the peafant, now waves a jforeft of
bayonets.' 'The face of the earth, inftead of flowers a:.d
the blofloms of vegetation, is covered with the bones of
immolated citizens ; .and inftead of pity at the terrible
eftufion of huinan blood, each wanton butchery of thou-
fands produces a decree from the Direltory, “that the ar-
mies of the Repadlic hawve deferved well of their country I°?
‘We turn with difguit and horror from this picture of hue
man wretchednels, and folicit heaven in mercy to fhield
America from fimiar calamities.

| In France, under the monarchy, as well as under
.the republic, an invariable difpofition has exifted to ac-
~quire an undue afcendancy over us ; and this fhe feemed
to confider as no more than an equivalent for our debt
of natonal gratitude. Not till our Independence was
tully guaranteed by the Convention of Saratoga, could
AR¢ be prevailed onto afift us in our revolutionary war ;
“and the afliftance fhe finully aftorded us was not intend.
ed to cltablifh our Independence, but to humble the
pride of Enghend. When the Britith Councils fignified
their difpofition for pcace, and their readinefs to relin-
quith all claim of fupremacy over us, I'rance endeavor-
ed, by her infidious policy, to prevent a fufpenfion of
hoflilities, and the adjuftment of nationzal difputes. By
her diplematic {kill, the cven induced Congrefs to 1n-
{truct our Minifters not to conclude a peace without
her confent, nor without an agreement on her part to
the condititns of it. Her objelt was, if poflible, to
render this. country dependent on its ally 5 or if this
proje&t famled, to acquire an exclufive right te our fith-
eries—to [ome of our frontier poits, ana to a large pro-
vortion of. our weftern territoryv.  Unable to corrupt
*he integrity of our Minifters,* fhe endeavored to

- * The vigilance of Mcffrs Apanms and Jaw is here only meant  Dr.
SRANRLIN gave his utmoft fupport 1o the views of the Frendd cibinet
—wid why 0 Lot fadls dectde. When he entered into pabl e ife he
vodeffed only a moderate e of property,  Daring the tiany years he
1efided in Franes, in Quality of miniler, the eapences of bis tabiec were much



16

clude their vigilance by a perfidious attempt fectetly
to purfuade England to claim the {urrender of thele
privileges to herfelf~~to infift on the return’of the
banifhed tories—on a reftitution of their confifcaied pro-
perty, and the total relinquithment of the Miffifippi to
the King of Spain.  In this fubtle manouvre, her objet
was, either to get thefe important advantages into the
hands of England or Spain, or divided between them ;
in which cafe fhe conceived herfelf able, by conqueft or
exchange, eventually to obtain the pofleflion of them.
But the die was already caft. The Englith cabinet, dif-
gufted at the duplicity of a rival naton, inftrued its
Minifter to conclude a fecret or feparate peace ; and
our national interefts ditated to our Minifters the ne.
ceflity of an immediate negociation, without the know-
ledge or concurrence of Framce. On this ground the
treaty of 1787 was concluded ; and its conclufion afa
forded a temporary fulpenfion to the intrigues of the
¥rench councils.

ANTERICR to this event, in 1778, was adopted the
treaty between I'rance and America.  As a reciprecity
of benefits was the bafis of the negociation, it was fli-
pulated at the defire of the French Minilter, ¢ t)a: Jree
fbip; fbould make free goods ;7 or, in other words, that
the goods of an enemy on board of the veflel of a friend,
fhould not be hable to feizure and condemnation. The
operation of this principle was found convenient, and
fimilar ftipulations are inferted in many modern trea-
ties ; and, as between the contralting parties, the lavr
of nations, relative to this point, is totally changed..-
for by this law the goods of an enemy, found in neu-
tral bottoms, are deemed lawful prize. But fuch is the
extenfive commerce, and maritime greatnefs of England,

above his falary : Indeed he lived in great fplendor ia Paris, while Mr. Ane
A3, inorder te fupport himfelf by his falary, was obliged to avoid expenee,
and for this purpofc relided moftly in the country.  After all this, Dr, Franke
LIN Jeft 2 princely lortune behind him at his death ! Ve wifli not te blaft the
memory of the dead ;—thefc falls, however, are neceflary to cxplain hisv rquive
¢.s! conduct at thie conchulivn of the peacein 1783,
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_that to govern herfelf by the more ancient rule, is
ftrongly urged by her intereft. Hence the principle
$Sthatfree fhips fhallmake free goods,” is excluded from her
policy, and the goods of an enemy, found by her cruii-
ers. in neutral veflels, may be legally feized and con-
demned : Yet notwithftanding this, France was bound
10 refpedt all treaty ftipulations, and to permit our vef-
fels to be-the carriers of the goods of anenemy. This,
“however, was found to operate againft the intereft of the
Zerribie Republic, and fhe contrived pretexts to infraét
her engagements. The property of beliigerents on
board of our veffels was feized and ccndemned as law-
ful prize. She reforted to our treaty with England in
1794, in juftification of paf excefles, as well as to au-
thorize all fubfequent depredations ;---by the rage of
which our lawiul commerce has been made the {purt of
licenced robbers.--our induftrious feamen imprifoned,
.and treated with indignity, and vaft multitudes of them
maffacred in cool blood, by the modern canibals of
France. Her decrees on this fubject, form an eccentric
and multifarious code ; and, like thofe of the firlt legif-
lator of Athers, are wrltten in blood. By one of them,
all the provifions and military ftores of our own, bound
to the port of a belligerent, and every fpecies of pro-
perty belonging to an enemy, and found on board of our
veflels, were declared lawful prize. This is repugnant
to the exprefs {tipulations of our treaty, and contrary to
the law of nations.--for by the one, the quality of the
property is to be determined by the quality of the bot-
toms, and the other permits neutrals to furnifh belliger-
ents with theie articles of commerce---provided block-
aded ports, and places previcully declared in a ftate of
fiege, draw no immediate fupplics from them.---By a fe-
cond, the cruifers of the republic were authorized to
obferve towards neutrals the fame treatment which thcy
fuflered England to inflit.---By a third, the mere sus-
ricioN of her cruifers, that our veflels were laden with
the property of an enemy, was declared good caufe of
capture and condemnation---unlefs the claimants were
aole to prove, that it did Not belong (o a belligerent,

C
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To prove an alfegation #rue, and to-adduce evidence of
its falfity, are very oppofite in their nature. Indeed, this
decree expofed our merchants to this alternative, either
to abandon theit property to a.gang of fea marauders,
of to prove & wegative befote the fanguinary tribunals of
the republic-<a mode of ptocels contrary to the max-
ims of every civiliged nation«-and an impofition not
even pralticed among favages.--«By a fourth, the Direc.
tory has manifefted to the world the neplies wtra of hue
man depravity : Our citizens taken on beard of belli.
gerent veflels, are déeined PIRATES ; and are nat. gven
permitted to adduce either terror or violence as any ex«
cufe for an involuntaty act. This dectee, more bloody
than the refcript of a N2ro; evinces the blackelt turpia
tude of Direorial policy, and that the Terribie Repuba
lic is now in the backward psth to her ancient Gothica
ifm. By numerous other decrees, all predicated on
the principle of plunder and fapine, every portion of
our extenfive commerce has been proftrated ; and as
long as the fpoil is divided among the members of the
Dire&ory---the feveral courts and agents of the repubs
lic---we can expe&t mo mitigation of thefe outrageous

EXCGITGSL

ApDp to this---the general policy of France is not
confined to European nations, and to her own nautical
banditti, but it alfo excites and fupports a band of fe-
cret agents and precious friends in this tountry. What
was the condué& of the infamous GenzT, (and he li
terally purfued his inftrutions) but a tiffue of mifde-
meanor, corruption, and treafon ! Did he not engage
our citizens to fight the nations with whom we were at
peace ? Did he not affume the right of opening our
ports to the reception of prizes, and of fiting out pri-
vateers among us, to cruize againft our friends f Did
ke not claim the eftablifiment of an independent and
{eparate judiciary in the bofom of our country ¥ When
informéd by the Prefident, that thefe practices were not
authorized by treaty---that they were repugnant to the
law of nations, and infra&iens of our neutral duties--«
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did he not with ftudied infolence appeal from the deci-
fion of that venerable magiftrate to the opinion of the
people ? Did he not eftablith fecret and inflammable fo-
cieties among us---inflate them with the poifon of a Pa.
rifian mob--.excite the prejudices of the people againit
their own . Government---aad itaplant in the bofum of
America, the revolutionary dagger of Eurgpe ? Were
not the diplematic intrigues of his fucceflors in office,
of a fimilar caft ? Were not their labored manifeftoes,
filled with acumen and inve&ive, better calculated for
2 mifguided people than for the difpaflionate Executive
of the United States ? Did they not infufe their politi-
cal mania into our public councils ;---and may not the
exiftence of party.--the tide of oppofition to executive
meafures.--and that evident predile&tion for French fra-
ternity, be traced to the fame polluted fource ? In fine--
have not the Agents of France, rich in the efteem of the
Direltory, and of our own defeftious citizens, granted
btibes to fome, and to others favors and proteltions ?
It this proud republic means to be jn't---if univerfal re-
volution be not her obje¢t-.-why trample on all the forms
prefcribed among nations, and reje€t our meflengers of
peace ! Negociation was nat confiftent with the intereft
or chara&er of France. She was well awars:, that 2
fcruuny of her conduét would impair her credit, and
unmafk her to the world in all her uglinefs and defor-
mity. It was therefore her policy to create fufpence---
and to-protract the moment when a definitive anfv er of
reception or rejetion became neceflary---thereby to ma-
pifelt the appearance of a pacific difpofition, and to ena-
ble her cryifers to gugment their ftack of plunder.
Probably the late farce about a new negociation, owes
its origin on the part of France to the fame principle,
and will doubtlefs terminate In the fame manner. If
her public councils are free from: minifterial cupidity,
why demand almoft three hundred thoufand dollars for
the private purfes of the Direftors ¢ 'I'o pay one cent
for the privilege cf ftating our complaints, is abject {la-
very ; and fooner than America thould feel the chains
of tributary vaffalage, may her exiitence be blotted out

from under the fun of Heaven !
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Tuese defultory remarks, my fellow.citizens, ex.
hibit but'a very imperfe&t pilture of the condu& and
views of France. “Yhe meafures of that republic for
moit of the laft eight years, have been fo extraordinary
ir. their nature, and fo rapid in their fucceffion, that
they appear more like the fhades of a magic lanthern,
than the fettled operations of any durable policy. ' Like
the corrufcations of the northern lights, they diverge
into a profufion of lines, and emit no other rays than
thofe of blood ; and if the profpeft of a peaceable con-
clufion now and then breaks thro’ tht gloom, it refults
either from the projefted union of all mankind againft
them, or from the probability of their own eventual
explefion, | -

IT is a curious feature in the operation of our Gov-
ernment that, while danger like a cloud thickens over
us, meafures of defence againft France are urged and
purfued by one party, and againft England meafures of
gffence are as ftrongly promoted by the other. "“This dis
verfity of fentiment and exertion, at this eventful crifis
of liberty or bondage, muft be imputed to the new po-
litical light of Franmce: We not only feel its inilu-
ence---but it 1s her boaft---an engine with which fhe is
almoft fure to effeft her purpofes. What but this gave
birth to the propofitions in our public: councils for the
Jufpenfion of all commerce with England, and to the
fubfequent refolutions for the fequeftration of Britith
property ! What but this produced and invigorated the
violent oppofiticn to the treaty of 1794, with that kKing-
dom ? This may be confidered as the daft important
ftruggle of a deadly faftion ; and the extraordinary
manner in which it was generated and condufted, ex-
cited a temporary delirium in the public mind. It,
however, verified tl.e truth of an old obfervation, that
{udden and powerful impreffions generally give a2 wrong
bias to public opinion, and that mature refleion wili
alone enable the great body of the peopie to difcover
their real interefts. This remark might be illuftrated

by many examples. The treaties of Utrecht and Sa-
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wille, in 1715 and 1729, created a fimilar ferment in
England. ‘the doors of the parliament-houfe were bar.’
ricaded by the enraged muliitude..the minifters who
negociated them were pelted in the fireets,and burntin
efigy by an irritated populace---yet their eventual oper--
ation manifelted their falutary tendency ; and it is un-
der thefe two very treaties, in concert with the navi.
gation alt, that the Englith commerce has increaled to
almoft a2 monopoly,

ConviNCED that perfidy and aggreflion 2ccumu.
lated ftrength from patient forbearance, Americabanith-
ed at laft the dreams of confidence, and reforted to a
fyftem of defence-.-the origin of which may be traced
in the rejection of our minifters. To prevent the fa-
crifice of our unprotefted feamen, and the wanton pil-
lage of our property, and at the fame time to force the
republic to terms of accommodation, the  treaty of
1778 was declared as no‘ longer obligatory---all com-
mercial intercourfe with the French dominions was pro-
hibited---an infant navy was.eftablifhed to convoy our
merchantmen, and to capture thearmed cruifers of the
republic---our ports and harbours were fortified, and
garrifoned with troops for the common detence, and
provifion made for an eventual army, equal to the exi.
gency of the times,

INTERNAL fecurity was alfo promoted by this {yf-
tem of defence. Our Government adopted meafures
to reltrain the influence of defe&ious aliens, and to curb
that mendax infamia from the prefs, which had corrupt-
ed public opinion-.-excited an oppofition to the laws,
and ftimulated rebellion. Perhaps a concife analyfis of
fome of thefe governmental meafures may be expetted
at this time, ynd be deemed compatible with the duties

of the day.

THze Alien and Sedition bills have been attacked
as unconflifutional and oppreflive : They have excited
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the complaints of defetious foreigners and citizens, and
the pointed difapprobation of the Legiflatures of twa
States in the Union. - -

TrE Alien bill permits the Prefident to order dan-
gerous aliens to depart the United States ; and, in cafe
of refufal, to caufe them to be removed or imprifoned.
This a&t is faid to be uncenftitutional, becaufe 1t adopts
a fummary procefs, and deprives aliens of theTight of
trial by jury. Thefe objetions neceflarily pre-fuppofe,
that removal _implies punifbment, and confequently the
2€tual commiffion of offences ; and hence this pre.
polterous conclufion is drawn, that punifhments are au.
thorized without the trial by jury. ~A very fimple
mode of argument will refute every poffible objettion
to this at. In the firft place, the conftitution recog-
mizes no principle as applicable to aliens.  In the next
place, aliens are not parties to this intrument, and there.
fore cannot claim the benefits of it. They poffefs a0t
the rights of cilizens, and therefore a removal deprives

them of none. The law very wilely fuppofes many of
them to entertain fentiments of a hoftile nature againft

the Government ; #hd therefore to prevent the a&tual
commiflion of offences, it authorizes their removal
from the United States. Can this precautionary mea.
fure be deemed rigorous or unconftitutional ¢ Aliens are
like travellers in a ftrange land ; they are expofed ta
the fame inconveniences, and are equally limited in their
rights---mere tenpants at fufferance under the Govern.
ment. No traveller has a right to intrude himfelf in.
to a {trange family ; and if permitted by the laws of
hofpitality to rege{h him{elf in it, he cannot claim a
longer indulgence than the family is willing to give—
particularly if he creates diforders, or manifefts a difpo-
fition to hoftility, the family has a right to rid itfelf of
a troublefome gueft, The United States are only a fa.
mily on a2 more exteniive fcale ; they have a fimilar
right to fee, that the laws of political hofpitality are not
infraCted, and to expel fufpicious and dangerous itiner-

ants from their jurifdiCtion, This is not a fingular ex.
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étcife of authority~-evety Government inherently pols
{efles the right,to exercife it—and all Governments
have exercifed it on the eve of a war, or when the
fafety of the public demanded it. '

EduaLLy weak, and capable of refutation, are the
arguments againft the Sedition Bill. To conftitute a2
oftence under that part of the act relative to libellous
publications, feveral requifites are neceflary. The mate
ter publifhed muft be falfe, feandalons and malicious—din
rectly tend to deferre the Prefident,or one of the branch-
es ofy thg federal Legiflature~-and to bring one or the
other of them into contempt and difrepute.  This claufe
is objelted to, as repugnant to that article of the confti-
tution, which very wifely provides, * that no law fhall
be made abridging the liberty of [peech or of the prefs.”
"This found maxim conftituted one article in the politi-
cal creed of our anceftofs—and it has been in prallice
ever fince the year 16g94. ‘This praftice,in a great
meafure regulated by vatious judicial decifions, and by
the concurrent opinion of learned fages, has given to
thefe words a technical operation—a precife and definia
tive meaning---which is, that no law fhall be made to pro-
hibit publications. Were {uch a law in exiftence, the Ji.
berty of fpeech and of the prefs, would be abridged-«
but to punifh the authors of falfe and malicious libels,
which tend to deftroy the charalters of public men--
to difunite the people, and to bring the Government in.
to contempt, is to invigorate and to enlarge theboundary
of its freedom. All crimes 4re founded in the abufe
of the liberty of altion ; and is it unconftitutional to re-
{train this abufe by the impofition of adequate penal-
ties ! The fame argument would come with equal force
from the mouths of robbers and traitors.--with equal
propriety they meght complain of the abridgment of
their liberty by the inflittion of criminal juftice. Some
pretend to argue that the Sedition Law, in the punith-
ment of libellers, creates a new crime in {ociety. The
fa is, that this defcription of offenders were before
punifhable by the common law of the land---but as au-
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thors, by the common law, were not permitted to alk
ledge the truth of libellous publications as an excufe,
the at in queftion allows it to be given in evidence ;
and this is one reafon which induced Congrefs to pafs
it. The common law alfo confided the natur; and ex.
tent of the punithment to the difcretion cf the Court...
but the Sedition Law- defines it ; and this i¢ another
reafon which prompted the federal Legiflature to enatt
a ftatute on the {ubje&t. Befides---moft of our ftate
Conllitutions contain claufes fimilar. to the one in our
federal charter, ¢ that no law fhail be made abridging the
iiberty of fpecch or of the prefs ;”” and yet all the {tate
courts have recognized the dottrine of libels.and have,
at their difcretion, infli¢ted penalties on the authors of
libellous publications. It is therefore a curious kind of
argument, and preghant with abfurdity, to fay, that the
ftate couris have a right to admit this common law
principle, and at the fame time to deny its operation in
the courts of the Union---for the federal and local con.
{titutions contain the fame prohibitory claufe, and ex«
prefled in the very fame words.

Tuest two Alts of Congrels originated in the ne.
ceflity of the times, and were found highly expedient.

. I

MosT of our domeftic troubles for feveral years
palt---our divifipns both in and out of our public coun-
cils, are very jultly alcribed to the reftlefs temper of
aliens ; they have fomented and nourifhed difcontents---
impaired public confidence, and awakened treafonable
praftices. Many of them are fugitives of juftice; and
the more fecurely to propagate their revolutionary fen-
timents-.-the very momentum of their nature---they have:
taken refuge in the United States. So true 1s the {ar-
cafin of a foreign fatyrift, that 1n dmerica, ¢ every

122

_/'wzmdrel convifl is a King

SevERAL venal and proftituted prefles have long
}abored among us with the moft deteftabie views, 1o
fupport the libesty of the prefs, muil bafe calumny and
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fics be tolerated ? Ys- this hberty infringed when the
murderers of reputation, and the propogators of ree
bellion and treafon, are expofed to the rod of punifh.
ment ! Our Government, like every other of a repre-
fentative nature, derives its energy and fupport from
public opinion ; and when this tails, or becomes cor-
rupted, it either degenerates to a phantom, or is totale
1y deffroyed. Public opinion, in this country, is forma
ed and regulated by the prefles. Thele are the mirrors
in which the people fee and judge of the conduét of
their rulers. If therefore thefe important mediums of
communication prove deceptive, and are pregnant with
inflammatory and revolutionary fentiments---if they fa-
crifice the moft palpable truths to the moft deftrutive
falfhoods, and thereby diffeminate groundlefs jealoufies,
and weaken the hands of Governmment.--i1s 1t not the
duty of our political watchmen to punith aggreflors in
the abufe of conftitutional liberty ? A deluge of the
blackeft caletnny has for years ifflued from fome of our
public papers, and eventually excited an irritation in
the public mind. The impreflion at firft was hardly

perceptible---but the continual dropping of the water-
{pout will in time wear away the moft durable fubltance.

‘The Prefident has been painted as a fullen tyrant...the
majorities in Congrefs as the proftituted hirelings of
the Britith cabinet, and the fraternizing brotherhood of
French partizans among us as the great pillars of our
infulted liberty, and as the faviours of our country.
To thefe very partizans we may charge all our political
troubles. Their ations authorize the high carnival ot
rebellion and of revolution, and {erve to create a horde
of domiciliary tyrants and cut-throats in America : For,
while our conftituted authorities have ftruggled to fup-
port a fyftem of necutrality, they by a repellant power,
have aimed (o draw us into a contelt with England,
and to bring us under the yoke of Direltorial dclpo-
tifm. Our policy and intereft ditate the neceflity of
peace---but thefe proud fons of fedition, fublervient to
the beck of the brutes an;l) atheifts of France, difemi.
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nate their licentious and poifonous dogmas...difaffelt the
public mind-—-paralyze the exertions of Government--s
and patronize on the American ftage the bloody trages
dies of Europe. -

A DOCTRINE is prevalent, and dexteroufly propa«
gated as the great palladium of our liberty, that the
Feople ought to keep alive the fire of republican jea.
oufy, and to watch with an eye of fufpicion every

tneafure of our Government. This is conftitutionally

right to a certain extent-~-but when they imagine, that
our Govcrnment nafurally inclines to corruption, and
to a dangerous accumulation of power, they manifeft
inaccurate conceptions of its ftru@ure and principles.
No political truth is more evident than that foreign
Governments are pregnant with danger-..while the great-
eft danger to be apprehended in America, is from the
wicked difpofition, and blind credulity, of certain por-
tions of the people. Thefe crontrary and oppofite
fources of danger arife from the different natures of the
feveral Governments. Eurodpean inftitutions are not
compofed of a delegation of power i-..the conftituted
authorities are not refponfible to the people for an abufe
of truft ; they poflefs a diftiu@® and feparate intereft
from their conftituents ; and fuch is the opulence and
power of ptivileged orders, that thc community is in a
- manner controlled by them. This opulence and pow-
er, and this conirol, in. Ameria, ate wholly in the
hands of the peoplec Our rulers, at very limited pe-
riods, return to the walks of private life---fubmit their
condul to the fcrutiny of their confltituents, on the
rectitude of which they rely for the continuance of
public fuffrage--.and the burthens they impofe . on the
community are equally felt by themfelves. 1If thefe
remarks bejult, it neceffarily refults, that the grand pil-
lar of foreign Governments, is POWER, and that the

only foundation of our own i PUBLIC CONFIDENCE.

- . ! ¢
One other conclufion is equally cbvious, that foreign
Governments poffefs a dangerons poc-or, and that a fimi-

1
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lar power, in this country, i swholly vefled in the people.
A well-conftructed fortrefs is fometimes impregnable.--
but public opinion is as variable as the winds of Hea-
ven. Thefe fentiments may poffibly excite the furprize
of foine, and perhaps others may confider them as a
Ipecies of political blafphemy.--but the truth of them
1s verified by the hiftory of other nations, and by the

conltant experience of our own.

" .Or all the calamities to which nations are expofed,
thofe of war are the moft cruel and deftru&ive.---Yet,
Like many other evilsin fociety, they muit rather be mi-
tigated than expunged from the fyltems of human po-
licy. 'We need not here repeat the diftin¢tions ufually
made by civilians between wars defignaied by the terms
J4t and unjufl---becaufe they all agree, that if any may
be termed ju/#, they are thofe of a defenfive nature.--
and becaufe no other defcription of war will ever be
confiftent either with our intereft or policy, If there-
tore america draws the fword, it will not be to plunder,
nor to conquer, nor to enflave and to inth&t mifery on
the human race---but to rcpel aggravated agereflions,
and to fnatch our Independence from the meretricious
embraces of French fraternity, or to fave it from tha
sron grafp of undifguiled and open cnemies,

Ir an invafion of our country take place, or if re.
bellion be excited by the arts and intrigues of foreign
cabinets, or by their {ecret and authorized ageuts, we
may anticipate a refiftance adequuate to the danger.
The military {pirit manifefted in all parts of the Union,
aftords a happy prefage of fuccefs, Every day brings
tidings of additional corps, who have voluntarily ten-
dered their fervices to our country ; and the anein this
town, and now before us, is not the lealt refpettable,
nor the laft to manifeft American patriotifin.  Let cach
individual member of it bear in 1iind, that in propor-
tion to the toils and dangers of the field, is the glory ta
be acquired ; and that the reward of effential ferviges,
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in times of public hazard, is a harvelt of laurels. One
prominent feature in the duty of {oldiers, 1s to guard
and to proteét the ftandard, round which they rally.
The lofs of it often exhibits the want of courage ; and
to defert it, is ablolute difgrace. Motives of a peculiar
nature concur to ftamp the oneartached to the FEDER.
AL VOLUNTEERS OF PORTL AND, with addition.
al value.* It is the workmanihip of female hands ; and
the donation originated in female patriotiim. ‘Lhefe
circumftances will ftimulate, frefh from the mint of mia
litary honor, the brighteft deeds of glory in its de‘ence,

WEerr men reftrited to the weapons furnifhed
them by nature, the concomitants of war would be lefe
dreadful. It is to the proftitution of their intelligent fa-
culties, and perhaps to their deadly hatred of each other,
that we muft impute thole terrible inftruments of death,
to which they always refort in the fettiement of national
difputes, and frequently in the adjuftment of private in.
juries. ‘They are the inventors of thofe dreadful en.
gines---from whofe brazen mouths iflue frightful peals
of thunder, and volumes of Imoke and.lightning--.
whofe ponderous meflengers, {wift-winged in air, drench
fields in blood---involve whole cities in flames and duft,
and fink the proudeft navies beneath the wave. The
ingenuity of mankind has, therefore, reduced war to a
{cience---in which perfonal prowefs and bravery are poor
fubftiutes for military equipment and difcipline., Hence
it 1s our duty to acquire the theory of modern war, and
to be prepared to practice its leflons in the field.

e s e, —— gy el - A —

* The Ponrvranp Fenerar Verunrteens; is a company compcfed of the
Youth of this town. Its Officers are commifltoncd, and its {c: vices accepted,
LY the Prefident of the United Stoter, in conformity to the Act of Congreis,
paffed the 22th May, 1798.~~On the 25th of June, 1799, the Young LapiEs of
hie town prefented the Frorrat VorunTeers with an elegant Standard.—
This hadge of female patriotifm was accompanied with an Addrefs at once
Jacomic and impreflive, The ceremony on the part of the Lapize was con-
dnded with the greatelt propriety ;—and the military evolutions of the d2y
rericCted the highef honor 0g the Vorverezrs,
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But here let me paufee——While Europe, like
fome fiery volcano, trembles with frightful and protract.
ed eruptions, and the night-bird pays her devoirs over
hecatombs of flain, Peace, with her numerous bleflings,
15 {till predominant in our country. The danger an-
nounced from the bofom of that low-hung cloud on the
margin of the eaft,decreafes in proportion to the {trength
of our defenfive meafures ; and we truft that, on the
face of this great empire, perpetual tranquility is {ftamp-
ed with the finger of heaven. Let us learn wildom
from the calamities of war, and read the projected fate

of Amcricain thofe prominent leflens, wiitten i the
blood of nations.

PromoTEe the progrefs of education among the
people, and encourage the arts and {ciences. Thele are
at once the ornaments and glory of a Republic. Hence
will proceed wife legiflators, and good laws, and an unity
of fentiment in the public mind. Fortified with thefe
ramparts, we may bid defiance to the thunders of the

moft potent attack, and extort a pre-eminent refpett
from the world.

ALrEADY our opulence and extentof country have
attrated the notice of the moft diftant nations. ¢ Where
rolis the fea on which our fails have not been fpread-—
and where 1s the clime not enriched by the productions
of our foil 2> The great fabric of our conflituuion and
laws, founded in the patient deliberation of an enlight-
ened people, i3 confidered by other nations as the moft
perfe¢t model of political wifdom and precifion. Its
pillars, compofed of the American virtues, will only
moulder and fall in the pievalence of difunion and cor-
ruption. Then fuffer not the canker-wormof jealoufy
to weaken them, nor let the proverb of old be verified,
that the unufual profperity of a nation announces the
period of its fall. The means of fafety and happinefls
are within ourfelves. We have little to fear from the
ppen violenge of outward encmies : Their fecret nia.



.30

gy

ence, effeCted by their gold and infidious arts, 1s moft to
be dreaded. Who 1s proof againit the charms of opu.
Rence and power ¢ Probity and honor are fometimes pur-
loined by the hand of Midas, and virtue and integrity
banifhed by corruption and pride: But, altho’ a SumNer,
one of the brighteft ornaments of human nature, has
been recently fnatched from our local councils, flill we
- havean Apawms to concert, and a WASHINGTON to eXxe
ecute, the meafures of national defence ; and therefore
we need not fear the arts of flattery, nor be intimidated

by the menaces of appofition.

Ir our condult be atuated by found policy, and if
we cling to our conftitution as the rock of our political
falvation, we may fafely calcuslate omrthe events of futu.
rity. 'The broad perfpetive of time is expanded to our
view. The margins of ourinterior waters are crowded
with cities, and the {pires of magnificent ftrutures are
buried in the clouds. The gloomy forefts, once the res
fidence of favage bealts, and unexplored by human

fteps, now exhibit peaceful manfions, and the plenteous
fruits of culture. Our canvafs whitens the Aretic feas,

and {wells to the breezes of the torrid zone, Smiling
peace, and rofcate health, eftablith their falutary reign;
and the profpets of pleafure beyond the grave, miti.
gate the terrors of diffolution. '

O HaPpY——"-thrice happy Country * Pof-
fefled of opulence and power———=May tiay happinels be
perpetual !
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