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CITY OF TRENTON, JULY %, 1814.
In Convention of the Friends of Peace.

UxanimousLy REesoLVED, That the thanks of this Convention
be given to Luctus H. Stockton, Esq. for the eloquent and able Ad-
dress delivered tiis day before the Convention, at their request ; and
that Gen. John N. Cunvming, Col. Jushua L. Howell and ¥ailliam
Griffith, ¥sq. members of this Convertion, de present this resolution,
ard request from Mr. Stockion a copy of the Address for publicalion.

( Signed ) WM. COXE, President.
F. Davenporr, Secretary.

hi

“i¢
" To Lucius H. Siockton, Esy.
- SIR,

We present qjou ith a resolve of the Convention of the Friends
of Peace; permit usfo lake this opportunily of assuring you of our
sincere respecty an the great regard with which we are your friends
and nwmble servants. i
¥ Jgm. CUMMING,

J. L. HOWELL,

.y WM. GRIFFITH,.
uly ¥y 181%.



AN ADDRESS, &c. ¥

W HEN in the illuitrious fociety of the Cincinnati, and in this
Convention of the Friends of Peace, I perceive aflembled in this
city a large number of the {urviving patriots of the revolutionary
war, which by fevering the United Srtates from the Britith empire
admitted us to rank among the nations ct the earthy, 1 am im-
prefled with {entiments of gratitude to the author of all good, who
has continued to favor us with the countenance and counfels of
{o many of the companions of that illufirious man, whe « firft
in war, firft in peace, and firlt in the hearts of his countrymen,”
has in the inferutable counfels of the Almighty been called from
terreftrial glory to ¢ {cenes where love and blifs immortal reign.”
‘This confideration, while it oughr to convince usof the tranfieat
nature of human life and human profpects, mncreafes our folici-
tude for the fate of our beloved country, which under the molt
gloomy afpect of former times, was cheered by the prefence, the
patriotifm and the heroic achievements of that auguft charater
who was raifed to be the founder and fatber of our nation. Had
the fage counfels which on many occafions, and particularly in his
valediflory addrefs, he delivered as precious legacies to his coun-
try, influenced the condull of thofe whom the illfounded confi-
dence of a deluded people has elevated to the adminiflration of
our nattonal concerns, we fhould have efcaped that moft difaftrous
complication of perils and dangers which is the occafion of our
prefent meciing, and' which delignates this portentous era fo bip
with the fate of the weftern world.  But notwithflanding the
furrounding gloom, we ought not to defpair of the common-
wealth.,. The moft fublime morality of heathen virruc has pro-
nounced that good men {truggling with the ftorms of fate, afford
a sight interefting to the Deity, and we are encouraged by the dic-
tates of our blefled religion to be armed in the panoply of a holy
courage with the whole armour of God, that we may {tand in the
evil cay.

owce the Friends of Peace two years ago aflembled in this city,
we have witnefled the moft aftontthing events which have occurred
in the world for near eighteen hundred years. In thefe tremendous
concuflions in which he who ¢¢ hath his way in the whirlwind and
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the ftorm, and who maketh the clouds the duft of his feet,
ifes to fhake terribly the earth,” the United States now have the
$peit intereft.  Although warned by our departed political fa-
ther againft the dangers of foreign influence, and the entangle-
ment of European connexions, our rulers have been o infatuated
a8 to have yok:d our country to the car of that ferocious monfter
who fo lately waded to empire through the blood and tears of the
oppreiied nations of Europe.

Shortly previous to our laft affembling here, and with a con.
temporaneous concert which can never be forgotten, did our gov-
ernment under various prelexts, without adequate preparation or
military experience, with an empty treafury and without the fmall-
eft rational hope of removing or alleviating the grievances alledged
as the caufes of hoftility, declare war againft Great-Dritain ; at
the fame tims, the ruler of France was continuing his aftonithing
exertions to eftablifh his continental fyftem to effect the ruin ot
that kingdom by an invafion of the powerful northern empire
which then apparently afforded tbe only obftacle to the accom-
plithment of his views., Can we cver Jofe the recolleQion that
this act of folly and defperation was perpetrated at the very pe-
riod whea years of unqualified humiliation and fubsuffion to that
tyrant had manifefted the vain hopes of thofe who thereby ex-

&ed to conciliate bis favour and obtuin a reftoration of the mil-
ions of our plundeved - property /—at.the very feafon when the
- ocean was illuminsted with the blazé:bf our defencelefs fhips de-
ftroyed in obedience to his piratical decrees, which it was thame-
lefsly pretended had been almoft two years before repealed.  But
our government were under the fatat delufion that it was necef-
fary that th= « fuper-eminent Napoleon,” the mighty conqueror,
the {ubjugation of Europe to whomy¥as confidered by our cabinet
as certainy was to be appealed by wratever means, So bald were
the confpirators againft the peace of our, country, that oue of their
moft diftinguifhed leaders on the fioor of Congrefs was-nbtzafkam.
ed to avow that Francehad twifted a knot around our necks ‘which
could only be cut by the: fword of war. Behold their-matter, the
tyrant of France, on whom their hopes were {o much placed, ad-
vance in his murderous career—{ee him arraying by the terrour
of his arms and the blandifhments of his artifices, into one valt
concentrated multitude, the congregated nations of Europe in his
trimphant ranks, and.at the head of near fix hundred thoufand
vitorijus veterans, ftimulated by the hope of plunder, and with
their {words encrufted in blood, burlt upon the Ruflian empire.

In the fublime ‘apguage of the holy prophet, « A fire devoureth
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before them, and behind them a flame burneth 5 th= land is as the
garden of Eden before them ; yea, and nothing can efcape them.”

At this very timc were our tr00ps fuuden]y pafling into the Britith
province of Canada, with an avowed intention of conquering that
country, which the war men ftaked their charatter, on a pledge
which is to this day unredeemed, fhould be effecled in lefs than
[ix weeks. Great were the rcfourccs of the wighty Corfican in
men, monty, military muniticas, and in the terrour which the
fame of his arms, by many deemed invincible, and of his arts fo
often fuccefsfully pratifed, had carried to every quarter of the
globe. Nor did his tremendous hofts compole an undifciplined
multitude ; they were tried men, Inured to war and accuftom-
ed to victory, they conftituted 2 body of more recal milicary efh-
ciency than any on which the fun had ever fhone. The whole of
thefe terrible legions was antmated by the pt:fence and driven by
the command of a ferocious tyrant of confummate skiil in the art
of war, who had vanquithsd the moft cclebrated military chief-
tains of Europe, and who trampled under foot every law, human or
aivine, which oppofed that dreadful fway of military defpotifm ne-
ceflary to hew his way to univerfal empire. Under fuch circum-
ftances, it 15 not wonderful that fuperficial obfervers (and of fuch
confifts a large portion of mankind) confidered the {ubjugation of
the Ruflian empire as certain. It was therefore in vain that men
of fagacity attempted to array the teftimony of hiftory, facred and
profane, againft the probabslity of his fuccels in that chimerical
and defperate enterprise.  In vain did fuch men point to times
which had elapfed for paft centuries, in full proof of the improb-
ability that any individual of modern times, however powerful,
could fucceed in a plan of univerfzl conquefl over countries where
military knowledge had bezn generally diffuled. In vain was the
diftincticn pointed out between an ability in a military nation fuc-
cefsfully to-contend with another on common ground, and power
in the firftto effet an abfolute rubjugation oi the other by inva-
fion, although fuch diftin€tion had been recently verified by the
fuccefsful refiftance of the power of France by Spain and Portu-
gal. Nor did the natural courfe of human afhirs, clearly proved
by the leflons of hiftory, ‘ufually to proceed in the alternate domi«
nation of contendiug nations and interefts, admonifh the devotees
of Napoleon to be prepared for the turning of the tide which had
fo jong continued to flow in his favour. It was in vain that our
American Burke, the incomparable Ames, who in an intuitive per-
ception and acute ]udgment of the motives which impel human
politics, and of the refources of empires, was fo unrivalled by his
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cotemporarics, that many of his anticipations of future events
have been fince ftamped almoft with the authority of prophecy,
bad diftinfliy forefeen the probabiiity that an effetual birrier to
his gigantic power would be interpofed by a cordial union between
Great-Britain and Ruflia.  Nor was the judgment and informa-
tion of the moft refpetable and beft :nformed Ruffian gentlemcn
refident among us, fpecifically {tating the epormous refources of
their mighty monarch, enceeding in territorial extent of dominion
the empires of Alexander or Cewefar, and comprising a popula-
tion exceeding forty millions of the moft hardy and warlike races
of men, of the leaft avail to check the general delufion.  Nor did
a recurrence to his over-weening pride, his felf confidence in
the arm of flefh, his wanton murders, his multlphed cruelties, his
plundering opyretuons, manifefted by the groans ane tears of the
diftrefled nations whicth he was grinding to powder, fo often char-
acteriftically denounced in the facred writings as objects of the
divine difpleafure, produce any general convition of the proba-
bility that he was referved as a peculiar object of the retributive
juftice of the moft high. So great is the 1mpre{1'mn produced on
the human mird by prefent #ppedrances, that even the plain refti-
- mony of the facred prophecies, fo pofitively and dittinctly announ-
cing that the mighty king of « : north {hould continue to rule
with great power until the time of the‘entd, was equalily unavailing
to perfuade the nadrdw politicians aid’ Fitiatical feers of their own
vifions, of the'délufion of belicvingdir the conquelt of Ruflia. In
vain did the defperate exertions of the great Alexander, furround-
ed by his valiant hofts, led on by the unconquerable Kutofoff and
by Bagration, Platow, Thichagoff, Orloff, Demzoff, Chermkoft
and a hoft of other heroes, fo bravely cuntendmg at Smolenske,
Witepskt; Wiafma and ﬁomdmo, and'continually prepared to of-
fer up thesr lives on the altar of the 'defence of their rel: ion and
country, uiterpofc to check the infatuation.  The o{ﬁciﬁ rﬂ}atmns
of their valorous deéds were {in the language of our vaf;g‘Wca—
cres) from the peds-8f -flaves; the devotees of monaréhg aid the
tools of Britzin, arid'therdibire ot worthy of the leaft*crédit; while
forfooth the Frenchbullétins, which on all occafiors mﬁtmed the
vi€tory, were reccived without hefitation as‘implicitly true. It is
remarkable that our pelitical ‘doftors and unfledgedpoliticians
continually encircled themf{elves in thofe refuges of lies, and grave-
ly maintaining that they were always fubltantally correét, and
when even thefe were wanting, {wallowing wirth avidity fuch ab-
furd fabrications as carried intrinfic evidence of fc:-rguy on their
Very front, flhut their cyes :!g.xm"i the nght of notorious falls, to
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the laft. But although few men of iuft views ever believed in the
power of Bonaparte to effe& the final {ubjugation of Ruflia, while
the government and people were firm, yer it muft be admitted
that there was among the beft and wifeft men a fearful ancertain-
ty of what might temporzrily enfue under a doubt whether a pref-
fure of the horrid cruelties of fuch warfare as had ufuslly marked
the carcer of the invaders, carrying fire, fword and pefilence in ts
train, would not have induced a compromifing treaty which might
increale the pigantic power of the tyrant, ¢ But God {eeth not
as man feeth.” It was in this tremendous crifis that he who fitteth
on high ruling the armies of heaven and doing his good pleafure
among the inhabitants of the earth, awarding not always therace
to the fwift or the battie to the flrong, and who is able to abale
thofe who wak in pride, in anfwer to the humble and fervent fup-
plications of the Ruflian church and people, infpired the heroic, the
magnanimeus, the virtuows, the humane Alexander with a fpint
of wifdom and firmnefs by which he was ¢nabled, like an elevated
and impregnable rock in the ocean, regardlefs of the billowy fur-
ges which in vain affail ir, breaking in ftormy tempefls at its feet,
to ftand unmoved in the flrength of his God : With a {pint one
and indivifible, worthy 2 martyr’s crown, which proceeding from
the throne to the hovel, was infufed into the whole nation, princes,
nobles, merchants, landholders, labourers, clergy and laity ; with a
ipirit which dafhing every.comfort but future hope from their
lips, neither counted houfgs, riches, fathers, children, or fife itself
dear, in comparifon with the defence of their facred altars and the
deliverance of their beloved country. A fpirit which infpired
the heroic Raftopchin to confign his moft magnificent palace with
that ancient and noble city. of the imperial czass to.the flames, tne
Lght of which has illuminated the world with its glotious fplendours,
and wi;}i‘;‘it};gc,xaﬂfof its falling temples and lofty towers, like the
thpqci;xﬁf,[{;tﬁhq fpheres, has fhaken the earth to its centre, and
ftruck 2'blew which is refounding through the untverie. The fe-
quzl 18 toggecent and familiar to-require xecital. Suflice 1t to
fay that thes mighty army was broken into pieces like a potter's
veffel, and.in lefs than ix months from the commencement of that
campaign, inn.which the haughty tyrant with great {welling words
of vanity had predifhed the deftruéion of Rufla, in language
which has fince been ftrictly fulfilled in his own ruin, his ternific
legions which have not been numerically exceeded fince thole
of Xerxes invaded Greece, were terribly overthrown in a manner
which clearly manifefts the interpofition of an Almighty arm.—

The confequences have been cventful, and to Europe the caufe of
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rejoicing. . The enemy of the human race, although vainly flriving
to avert his deftiny by the facrifice of countlefs thoufands fuccethve-
Iy arrayed in battle, has been driven more than tw» thoufand miles
from the banks of the Moskwa to the banks of the Seine ; and af-
ter many 2 hard fought field, at Moioyaraflavitz, Dorogobufh, Wil-
na, Donnovitz, Drefden, Leipfic, Bricnne and Montmatre, defert-
ed by all the oppreffed nations who, though previoufly fubjugated
to his yoke and compelled for a feafon to be the unwilling inftru.
ments of his ambition, were finally the illultrious co-operators to
effect his downfal, he has been completely vanquifhed by the tri-
umphant entry of his enemies into Paris, and his depofition and
banifhment to an inferior and obfcure Italian ifland.  Of thefe na-
tions, Pruflia and Auftria were fo important as to be juftly entitled
to mucii giory. 'Fhe king and emperor, with their valiant hofts,
led by the illuftrious and venerable Blucher, the gallanc Schwart-
zenburgh, the diftinguifthed Bolow, D'York, Kleift and other great
captains, who, while by their fplendid achievements they have ac-
quired 2 fame which with imperithable fplendour will defcend to
rofterity, have jultly mcm:tf;athty have received the gratitude
. ‘and admiration of delivered® Edrope. Tor, blefled be God, the
mighty conquerors have triumphed but to fave ! The blood of no
adverfary avenged their conquefls. :He .who ceafed to refilt was
not merely fpared, bt cheered with!theé wnloofing of his fhackles,
and the inftrumicnts of mercy to-the>world, they have undone
heavy burthens and proclaimed Iiberty tothe captive. And thou re-
generated France, country of -our;early friends the martyred Louis
and the gallant La Fayette, lately fo unhappy, rejoice—~yea Iay re-
joice that theLord hath made barohis arm for thy releafe. Thy great
defiroyéris Jaid fow. Delivered fromna foreign yoke, and the fcourge
of that terxidle confcription, which like a fweeping peftilence con-
verted thy vine-covered hills and gay regions into ;3 4alt fea; of
blood, and . brought :tears egd mourning into every boufk, long
may thy happine(s continde dader the mild and refei@ed “ddmin-
ion of thy lawful" primce, whe guarantees a conftitation fecuring
the civil liberties of thy péople.” ¢ How arr: thou-falien from
heaven, O Lucifer, fon of the morning ;-how art;thou cut down
to the ground which didft weaken the nations ! For'thion haft faid
in thy heart, I will afcend into heaven, I will exalt :my: throne
above the {tars of God ; I will {it alfo on the mount of the con-
gregation in the sides of the north 5 1 will afcend above the heights
of the clouds; I will be like the moft high; yet thou fhalt be
brought down to hell, to the fides of the pit. They that fee thee
(hall narrowly look apon thee, fayirg, 1s this the man that made
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the earth to tremble, that did fhake kingdoms; that made the
world as a wildernefs and deftroyed the cities thereof 5 that open-
cd not the houfe of his prifoners. The Lord hath broken the
ftaff of the wicked and the fceptre of the rulers. He who fmote
‘the people in wrath with a continual firoke, he that ruled the na-
tions in anger, is perfécuted, and none hindereth ; the whole earth
15 at reft and is quiet; they break forth into finging 5 yes, the fir
_trees rejoice at thee, and the cedars of Lebanon, faying, fince thou
art Jaid down, no feller is come up againft us.”
if the words of thisholy prophecy foretel, as I believe they do,
the wonderfal events which have been occurring for thefe two
paft years, and which have terminated the career of this moft
dreadful scourge of God, they have been certainly and literally ac-
complifhed by the remarkable events which have been recapirula-
ted. .And here can we refrain from dropping a tear of fympathy
to the fate of the patriotic Moreau and his beloved friend Rapa-
tel, with whefe refidence amoag us in this vicinity ¥e were fo late-
ly for feveral years favoured.? Many of us were honpured with a
perfonal acquaintance with thefe herdes, We kaew:their worth,
we admired theiv valour, and witk theie public charadter you muft
all be familiar. « But how are the mighty fallen and the weapons
of war perithed! how gre the mighty fallen in the midift of
the battle !” luftrious Frehchoten ! <« They ‘were {wifter than ea-
gles, they weére ftronger thatt liens. Lovély and pleafant were
they in their lives, and’ in theit'death they were not divided.”——
They loved their country, and ' freely bled to achieve its deliver-
ance from the yoke of a tyrannital monfter. They fondly hoped
after the end of all their toils and dangers, in unifon with their
hetoic and common frierd ‘Bernadotte, repofing under the fhade
of their laurels, to be blefled with the confcionfnefs;of having rent
the fhackles of their dear France'; but the tﬁﬁmﬂhiﬁg?j"qh of the
pﬁni;el' ‘{ufvivor are tinged with the gloom under which, mingling
* $ith 1€ Years of good men throughout the ward, he mourns their
aépa{rte:& gldry. Hard was theif fate ! to clofe their weary eyes
"in the’ cold fleep of death in the. meridiah of theit days, after fo
miny ‘yéars' of perilous viciffirade, and ‘whén fo near the prom-
ifed larid’and tie actomplifhment of the object of all their hopes
and labotrs. ~ But infcrutable are thy ways O God! Refigm.
tion to thy holy will is our duty and our intereft—

¢ How flcep the brave who {ink to teft,
¢ By all their country’s withes bleft!

“ When fpring with dewy fingers cold

“ Returns to deck their hallow'd mould ;

B
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~ ¢t She there fhall drefs 2 {weeter fod-
¢« Than fancy’s feet have ever trod.
¢ By fairy bands their knell s rung,
¢ By forms unfeen their dirge is fung ;
¢ There honour comes a pilgrnim gray,
¢ To blefs the turf that wraps their clay ;
¢¢ And Freedom {hall a while repair
¢ To dwell a weeping hermit there,"” CoLLINS.

- But while thefe interefting fcenes have been pafling on the the-
atre of the old world, let us for a few moments take a more partic-
ular view of the events which have occurred in our own country.

While the nations of Europe are rejoicing in that univerfal
peace wihich, overfpreading their continent, affords a fair prof-
pe€t of reftoring for a feafon the halcyon days of the golden
age-—While fitting under their own vines and fig-trees without
any to make them afraid, they are pouring forth fongs of praife
to the God of their deliverance, may I folicit your indulgence
while I contralt their bappiness with our present situation anc prof.
pets. -And thefe in comparifon with what they might cafily
have been, had wifer counfels prevailed among our rulers, afford to
the patriotic American the moft painful and humiliating confider-
ations. This impolitic war was originally-declared againft the uni-
ted rexmonftrances of the wifeft and beft men ¢f our country,
againft the cieareft demonftration of what was required by an at-
tention to the public intereft, againft the avowed and acknowledg-
“ed {entiments of a very large majority of the moft populous and
military feftions of the United States, and againft the obvious dic-
tates of common prudence and common fenfe. The progrefs of
this difaftrous conteft has been precifely {uch as was reafonably
to be expefted irom the circumftances under which it was com-
menced. It has been lamentably defignated by the fulfilment of
every evi: which its oppofers predited, and by the complete dif-
appointment of the hopes (if any fuch were really indulged)
of thofe who anticipated any public benefits to flow from it. For
my own part I am bold to fay, and that not without a conlidera.
ble degpnee of refleCtion and refearch, thiat the hiftery of no civ-
tlized nation under the canepy of heaven affords a precedent which
aflimilates with the folly and madnefs with which our military af-
fairs are condufted. In open hoftilitics commenced in our own
time and by our own atl, againft one of the moft powerful nations
of LEurope, which exclufively commands the high feas with more
than a thoufand public thips of war, with our expofed feaboard of

above two thoufand miles in extent, ealily acceffible, containing =
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population perhaps of two millions of our moft commercial peo-
pte, inhabiting more than five hundred rich towns, with very in-
competent fortifications, a brave and thinly feattered militia, but to-
tally inexperienced in the art of war, and almoft altogether unpro-
vided with arms or military munitions, dp we fee our tnfatuated
cabinet, uataught by experience and unconvinged by proof, year
after year, continually tranfporting our regular troops to the nor-
thern. frontier, where they are occalionally provoking the enemy
by temporary incurficns of marauding warfare, in which fireand
fword 15 carried for a feafon into their colonies, but which not-
withftanding the vaunting threats of the war men, the hiftory of
the laft as well as the prefent conteft, proves us to be uvtterly in-
capable of holding by permanent conqueft. A man of common
{erfc, or indeced one who is not bereft of his reafon, can imme-
diately Jee, that if the men who adminifter the ailuirs of this ill-
fated country were 1witent, without the leaft adequate objet, on
bringing the molt devaltating calannties of war upon thofe who
inhabit the important parts of the country expofed to the ravages
of the foe, (I do not fay they are fo inteat) they could not have
adopted a pian to effet it more certain than the natural operation
of their favourite {yftem. In confequence of it, if we turn our
eyes to the {uffering fea coafl, we fee a fmall number of Britith
veflels, with a few hondred men, {preading alarm, burning and
devaitation, through the whole maritime diftricts of New-Eng-
land, ftorming our forts, harafling or leading captive our fcattered
people, burning and plundenag our thips and other property, de-
ftroying all the accuftomed employments of the people, by filling
the whole country with terrour and confufion. To the fouth, we
may behold a few fhips of the enemy, fending their barges with
about eight hundred men, ranging through the towns, plantations
and warchoufes at their pleafure, until they approach within a few
miles of our capital, and finally deftroying or bearing off in tri.
umph, to the amount in value of nearly a million of dollars, one
of the ftaple commodities of the country, from the affli¢ted in-
habitants, who are crying in vain to our government for aflifiance
and defence. In the méan time, the men of our famous adminif-
tration, who, previous to their eletion, have fo often foundad their
pretended love of the people, are folding their hands, enjoying the
fplendid luxuries of life on their liberal falaries, and refufing to
the wretched inhabitants the prote€ion of a fingle brigade of the
regular troops which have been raifed in their own neighbour-
hood, and content themfelves with giving the watch-word to their
tools, to reiterate the childith clamour againft the crue/ warfare of
the Britisk, as if it were very extraordinary that a certain caufe
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of -their own creation thould produce its natural effect. Trom
the unpopularity of the war in' the moft popuious ftatcs, ar the
pecutiar ftate of our focicty fc unfavourable to raifiag an army:
by volantary enliftments, from the pacific habits of our people,
without military difcipline or experience, the total want of all pre-
vious preparation or colleCtion of military munitions, of all which
aifficultics our cabinet was originally forewarned in the moft dif-
~ tin€ manner, by many of the friends of peace, and particularly
by General German and Mr. Bayard, who in the Senaie delivered
the moft conclufive fpeeches againit the war; and notwithftand«
ing the unprecedented bounty of ‘2 hundred and twenty-four
dollars to each man, they are unable to raife more than the mere
fkelaton of an army. Of that wretched aggregate which has the
name of an army, [ am authorized by an authentie document ta
fay, that there were lately one thoufand deferters who had efcaped,
aftey having reccived the bounty.  Although without the ability to.
concentrate more than feven or eight thouiand regular troops at
any one point, and probably at no one time with fiftcen thoufand
effeCtive regulaw realy enlifted, for the greater part of the awar
they have had under pay a hoit of {upernumerary officers, adequate
to an army of more than fifty thoufand men, eating out cur fub-
ftance, fome of whom in many parts of the country, ave oppreffing
and dragooning our defencelels cttizens. The few really able of-
ficers in our fervice, they have moftly kept in inferior ftations, and
the government of our armies chiefly committed te a feries of un.
skilful, cownrdly, treachcrous ar encrvated dotards. proceeding
from Hull to Dearberne, Winchefter, Smythe, Wilkinfon, Hamp-
ton and M'Cluie, until having loft fitteen or twenty thoufand of
our beft troops by difeafe, eaptivity and the {word, facsificed army
after army, and by the moft thamelefs prodigality and favauritifm,
by which their creatures, to whom they grant the public contralls
are rioting on the public diftreffes, having contralled a debt ex-
ceeding one hundred millions of dollars, left part of our own ter-
ritory, our witole New-York frontier frightfully defolated, and be-
mg allually. put to cur defence, we have not only been reduced to
the utmofl contempt among the nations of the earth, but have
¢ven become the fcoff and by-word of the very refugees of Can-
. adaand Nova-Scotia. In contemplating thefe melancholy fcenes,
may I not in the infpired language of that facred bard, whofe hal.
towed lips when touched with holy fire, fo mournfully fung his
people’s woes, exclaim, # Remember O Lord svhat has come upon
usy confider and behold our reproach; our inheritance is turned
ro firangers, our houfes aliens.” Nor are our difficulties lefs dif-
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trefling than various and complicated. The public axigencies are
{fo enormoufly difpreportioned to our financi=l refources, that our
government i3 evidently at the mercy of a fet of ufurious ftock-
jobbers, who ave fattening on the diftrefles of the public treafory,
to recruit which, frequently fo empty as te leave every public cred-
1tor, not excepting our gallant feamen, for months in arrear of
their dues, and by which they are often prevented from eslifting
men, loans are effected on the moft ruinous terms.  If thefe pro-
ceedings be not fpeedily arrefted, the nation can be faved from a
ftate of hankruptcy only by the impofition of fuch monftrous bur-
thens on the people, as will fix a l2ad on us and wur poflerity which
will send many an banest man in the nation supperkess to a bed of
straw, and conyert cuvselves and our offspring irto Fewert of wxnd
and drancers of avater for generarlsns tocome. DBut the government
{ycophants are continuzlly ringing in our ears, that notwith-
ftanding our iiopes have been blafted by a very unfortunate prog-
refs of events, yet that the war, being properly commanced on gocd
and J:ﬁr:em graunds, 1t 1s our duty to unit= our exertions to brmg
it to a favourable iffue. Let us {fpend a few minutes in enquiring
into the folidity of this pretence. And liere we will refrefh
our memory by recusring to that mo®t luminous and interefting
{tate paper, promulgated by tire honourable George Suliivan and
thirty-three other patriotic members of the minority ¢t the houfe
of reprefentatives, who have immortalized their celebrated names
by the firm though temperate ftand which they made at that day
ct threatened peril and calamity which irrmediately {fucceeded thc
comaxencement of this war. I take the prefent opportunity of
faying, that in my opinion, the people of this country received
morc benefit from that proteft than they ever did from any pub.
iication fince the valediftory addrefs of prefident Wafhington. It
certainly encouraged, in a mgh depree, the commencement of a
fet of meafures direted apainft the author: snf this ruincus wars
which oppofition, althoug 11 profecuted under various viciithtudes,
will yet, I truft, be fuccetsful o effedt their final overthrow, than
which, a greater national berefit cannot poihibly occur. Let
me therefore embody a few important facts, brought to my reco!-
le€tion by a recent perufal of that interefting document. The
avowed pretexts on which tlits war was commenced, were the or-
ders in councily illegal blockades and impreflment of feamen.
Notwithftanding rehiance was placed on the hrit as the principal
caufe colfateral to the otbers, yet 1t foon appeared that in reality it
had very little efliciency in producmn that difaftrous meafure
which, like the fabled box of Pandora, lns been ever fince featter-
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ing ills through our land. The orders in council which, whether
originally unjuftifiable, or provoked by the neceflityof refifting the
. decree of Berlin and the notorious departure from neutrality be-
tween the belligerent powers, which had marked the conduct of
our government and people, need not now be difcufled. ‘Lhe
falk 15, that they had been repealed contemporaneoufly with our
declaring of the war, of which, official intelligence was afterwards
conveyed to our executive by admiral Warren, who came with the
olive branch of peace, and clothed with full powers to effet an
armiftice preparatory to negociation. This overture, which
with a previous one made to the {ame effet, though fo adapted to
the wifhes and hopes of every wife and good man, and fo impera-
tively required by the true interefts of the country, with an infat-
uation which can never be {ufliciently deplored, was rejected with-
out hefitation by our adminiftration. The oftenfible pretext for this
defperate meafure, was a refufal by Great-Britain to {u{pend, dur-
1ng the negociation, the pradtice of impre. ment, though it 1s re-
markable that no equal period fince the peace of 1783, had occur-
red in whicli there were fo few well founded complaints of this
grievance, as in the four years immediately preceding the declara-
tion of the prefent war. It is equally remarxable, that in the ar.
rangement made with the Britith minifter Erskine, in the year
1809, difavowed by the Britith government on account of an ex-
preflion introducea by prefident Madifon, perfonally difrefpeltful
to thetr monarch, and in the propriety of which arrangement ali
parties appeared {atisfied, and for which our prefident reccived
univerfal applaufe, not the leaft allufion i1s made to the fubject of
imprefiment. In reality, this grievance has beewr alv-ays greatly
exaggerated by interefted partizans, who have inflamed the minds
of our people into 2 high degree of irritation, by the perverfion of
faCts. The truth is, that the Britith have never clatmed a rigit
to impress our seamen. ‘This was diftintly admitteu by our gov-
ernment when prefident Madifon, then fecretary of {tate, in his
letter to Meflrs. Pinkney and Monree, dated 3d February, A. D,
1807, ules thefe exprefhions: ¢ I takc it for granted that you have
not faled te make due ule of the arrangement concerted by Mr.
King with lord Hawkesbury, in the year 1802, for {ettling the quef-
tion of imprefiment. On that cccafion, and under that adminif-
tration, the Britifh principle was fairly renounced in favour of our
flag, lord Hawkesbury having agreed to prohibit impreflments on
the high {eas, and Jord St. Vincents requiring nothing more than
an exception of the narrow {eas, an exception refting on the obfo-
lete claim of Great-Britain to fome peculiar domininn over them.”
From this it appears that the Englith government agreed to re-
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nounce imprefiment on the high feas, in favour of the American
flag, and was diflpofed to come to an arrangement of the fubjeél.
What then is the vight which the British do claim on this point ?
It 15 diftinctly this, the right to seize and search fov their own sea-
men, vaft numbers of whom {ail under falfe or 1t itiouz American
protections, found on board our private merchant f[hips,a vight
which (hey claim and enforce on every other nation, and which
they will never furrender to any in the univerfe. A Britith min-
ilter who fhould have the hardihood to do it, would be confidered
as having betrayed the nation by the concefhion of a right effen.
tial to irer exiftence as a maritime power, and would probably an.
fwer it with his life; for it has been referved for the American
people to cxhibit the fingular fpellacle of that delufion by which
they have not merely fuffered with patience the moft barefaced
proltration of their national interefts by thetr own agents, but of
rewarding thofe agents with their confidence and applaufe. Prefi-
dent Madifon, in his meflage to congrefs in May 1813, exprefsly
denies that Great-Britain has any fuch right, and hence it is that
a late cilicral paper promuigated 3oth April lafi, by the lords of
the Britifh admiralty, declares as to the difpute with the United
States, that ¢ the previous queftion now at iffue, is the mainten-
ance of thofe maritime rights which are the fure foundations of
their naval glory.” DBefore the wfanity of the war men had pro-
duced the prefent difaftrous conteft, this had ever been confidered
by both governments rather as a fubje€t of friendly negociation
than as caufe of war, and in fat a {afe and favourable accommo-
dation did take place in the year 1806 between them, by a kind of
treaty entered into with Great-Britain, by Meilrs. Monroe and
Pinkney on our part. This arrangement would have practically
relieved us from the operation of the grievances in regard to im-
preiiment of which we complain.  Mr, Monroe, the prefent {ec-
retary of f{tate, though he has fince been an advocate for waron
the avowed ground of imprefiment, in a letter which he wrote to
Mr. Madifon on the 28th February, A.D. 1808, on this fubjelt,
ufes thefe words: < I have on the contrary, always believed, and
{till do believe, that the ground on which that intereft [imprefl-
ment” was placed by the paper of the Britith commifhoners, of
the 8th November A, D. 1806, and the explanation which accom-
panied it, was both honorable and advantageous to the United
States ; that it contained a conccthon in their favour on the part
of Great-Britain, on the great principle in conteftation, never be-
fore made by a formal and obhigatory afl of their government,
which was highly favourable to our intereft.” Although tlus man
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could ftate futh opinions, f‘et fince his admiffion into the adminif.

 tfation on certain terms; which are faid to be a fupport of him oft

a futieg cltoice of prefident, by the prevailing party, we fee him
ah s&tive purtifan in making a war on the ground of impreflment,
~30 pliabit is the patriotilm of our pretending republicans! If it
ba ssked why this favourable airangement was not confummated
by out government ; fellow citizens, let it never be forgotten, that
it was bevaafe Mr, Jefferfon, then prefident of the Unitad States,
labouring atider the mania of believing the downfal of Great-Bri-
tain at hand, promptly reiected it, without deigning to lay it befote
the fenate, his donftitutional advifers, and pofiefling a co-ordinate
powar in making treaties. Under fuch circumftances, however,
we may lsment and deplore ihe fate of our unfortunate fellow
citizens imprefled by the Britifh, I cznnever confcientiouily deem
it a fufficlent caufe of the war declared, efpecially when the hopa
of alleviating or removing by hoftilities the alledged caufe, is fo
totally defperatc. The war men, however, are very careful to
keep 25 muich as poflible éntirely out of public view thefe impor-
tant fulls, By increafing the clamour againft Great-Britain, under
4 pretoxt that the claims a right to imprefs our feamefy and by
misgnifying in mote than a four-fold ratia, the numbérs of thole
who adtually are imprefled. This is remarkably verified by the
moft authéntic documents produced before the legiflature of Maf-
fachufetts, 48 well as by the moft accurate calculations made by the
honotable Mt. Taggart, member of congrels from that ftate, and
mahy other weil informed merchants and politicians, reprefenting
atid refiding in thofe diftricts which own a very large proportion
of the thips and failorz of the United States. It is well known
that thiefe dacurmeénis and calculations which are before the public,
cxéeedingly diminifh the fiumber of feamen pretended to de im-
préfled, by thofe who inhabit the weftern parts of the United
States, and who are totally unacquainted with the {ubject, and de-
monflratively prove many miftakes and repetitions which have
been foifted in to {well thofe lifis, which are even pretended to
bear the ftarhp of offictal aathority., It is alfo very remarkable,
that from the flates novth and eaft of the Delaware, contaming
fuch ati imthéenfe majority of the failors and thipping of the Uni-
ted States, there were thirty-fix members of the houfe of repre-
fentatives which declared war, oppofed to that meafure, while
there were but feventeen from thofe ftates who veted for 1t and
that in the prefent congtefs, the proportion of members from the
farhe ftates who arc oppofed to the war, is much greater. Itis
not worth while to foend much time on the pretended wlegal
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blockades.. With regard ‘o the one ifued by the Britith miniflry

on the 16th May A. D. 1806, it is piain that it afforded merely

an oftenfible pretext, »nd was not a real caufe of this war ; to thew

this, it ought to be carefully remembered that it was originally and

for years after its promulgation, viewed by our government in the.
moft favourable light. It was created under the miniftry of that
diftinguifhed friend to the United States, tHe late right honoura-

bie Charles J. Fox, the co-patriot and companion of thofe illuftri-
ous noblemen and gentlemen compofing the whig interelt of the
Britith empire, who for feven fucceflive years during the revolu-
tionary war, fo much diftinguithzd themf{elves in the Britith par-
hament in advocating the rights, liberties and interefts of Ameri-
ca—the fellow labourer in that juft caufe, with the diftinguithe:
nobles Rockingham, Richmond, Camdsn, Shelburne, Portland, Ef-
fingham, and the patriotic commoners Burke, Saville, Sheri-
dan, Conway, Barre, Pitt the younger, Dunning, Cavendith, Man-
ners, marquis of Granby, and a hoft of others, to whofe perfever-
ing exertions the fo early termination of that bleody war, which
ended 1n our confirmed independence, may under Providence be fo
much attributed. Mr. Monroe, then our minifter to the Britith
king, and now one of the cabinet, who recommended this war, in
his letters of the 17th and 20th May, and the gth June A.D, 1806,
exprefles his opinion of this blockade as a conciliatory meafure.
In that of the 20th May, he thus writes to Mr. Madifon, that he
¢ had been ftrengthened in the opinion that tne order of the 16th
was drawn with a view to thic queftion of our trade with enemies’
colonies, and that it promifes to be highly fatisfactory to our com-
mercial interefls.,” With thefle facls ftaring them in the face, it
was certainly a matter of fome delicacy for the war men in con-
grefs to aflign this very order as one of the pretexts for the pref-
ent war, which they neverthele{s did in a manner which, although
not very conclufive, is fomewhat ingenious. The lengthy report of
the committee who reported the at declaring war in June 1812,
which contains the arguments pretending to juftify it, in fpeaking
of this blockade, has thefe words ; «Your committee think it juft
to remark, that this act of the Britifh government does not appear
to have been adopted in the {enfe in which 1t has {ince been con-
ftrued. On confideration of all the circumitances attending the
meafure, and particulerly the charadterof the diltinguifhed flates-
man who announced it, we are perfuaded that 1t was conceived in
a fpirit of conciliation, and intended to lead to an accommodation
of all differences between the United States and Great-Britain.—

His death difappointed that hope, and the at has fince bscome
C
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fubfervient to other purpofes. It has been made by his fucceffors
a pretext for that vaft fyftem of ufurpation which has long op-
prefled and harraffed our commerce.”™ This general affertion that
the blockade of May 18¢6, admitted to have been intended as fa-
vourable to us, was afterwards perverted to our prejudice by an un-
tenable conftruction given to it by the Britith miniftry, appears o
me altogether unfounded. No proof (except the uncorroborated
allegation of ‘the war men) is afforded in fupport of it. I am per-
fuaded that their objeling to it was an after thought, inftigated
by Bonaparte, and this is palpably evident, when it is remembered
that it was never made the fubject of remonftrance by our gov-
ernment during 1ts pratical continuance, nor until information
had been received that it had been complained of by him. Itis
alfo to be obferved, that as late as the month of O&ober 1817,
the fecretary of ftate, Monroe, while writing to the Britith minif-
ter on the fubje of this blockade, fays, < It firictly was little
more than a blockade of the coaft from Seine to Oftend. The
abject was to afford to the United States an accommodation re-
{pecling the colonial trade.” Such were the flim{y pretexts in
‘which our devoted country, in a moft unprepared ftate, was
forced into a bloody war, with an empire poflefling a more con-
centrated aggregate of ettective miiitary power by fea and
land, ihan any other nation of the carth. Nor are the con-
fiderations which have been mentioned to fhew the deceitful-
nels of the oftenfible pretexts for this fatal ftep lefs conclufively
manifeiled by an attention to fome extraneous views and circum-
ttances, which convince me that we muft {eck elfewhere for its re-
al caufes. More than two years ago, and for two months before
this conteft commenced, every eye was awake and every ear open
to the events which were pafling at Wathington ; and efpecially
tor the Iaft four weeks, the meafure fo much dreaded was canvab-
fed on every occafion in public and private converfation among
~ our citizens. All the pretexts afligned by the men of blood in
favour of the awful mifchief which they meditated, were difcufi-
¢d and well underftood. Many public meetings in New-Jerfey
wezre held, in which the people appeared to exprefs an univer{al
{entiment adverft to the war.  Not a folitary expreffion of public
opinicn could be extorted from a man in our ftate, recommending
it. T can {enionfly declare, that in various converfations which I
held at that eventful crifis, with many hundreds of my fellow.cit-
7zens, including I think sore than one hundred of thofe who pro-
fefs a confidence in the prefent adminifteation, I do not yemembes
¢ne who, before the declaration of war, decide:dly advscated that
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 measure. A few of them told me, that though they doubted its ex.
pediency, yet confiding in government, they would acquiefce in its
decifion, which, however, they feemed to hope would not iead to
immediate hoftilities ; but a large majority exprefled their decided
opinion againft it, and fome of them declared in my hearing, that
they confidered the rumours attributing to our cabinet an inten-
tion to declare war, as fabricated by thofe who wifhed to deflroy
the pepularity of the admintstration. But mark the fequel. The
infatuated delufion of the war leaders, precipitating the paflage of
the Rubicon, refort was really made to the defperate expedient,
and lo! the patriots of their ranks, foon drilled to fall in with the
deftruflive march, afford to pofterity another memorable proof
that with toc many, the fhackles of party can only be unloofed by
the hand of death. Although firft ftruck dumb with the aftonifh-
ing rafhnefs of an a&t fo hitle expelled, and fo unwelcome te many
who feared the deftruftion of their party would enfue, gradually,
though for fome time¢ more faintly juftifying it, they proceeded,
until finally not ene in hfty of them but what became {trenuous
m its fupport. A few honorable exceptions, among whica the
names of Lambert and Hufty, the latter of whom, from his
youth devoting him{elf to the fervice of his country, has lately, we
truft, pafied from works to celcftial rewards, are confpicuoufly
pre-ecminent. But another molft interefting and important fource
of argument, ftrongly applies to refift the idea, that the propnety
of this war can be maintained on the intrinfic merits of truth aad
reafon ;—when thefe fail, hiftory thews that wicked men in eve-
ry age of the world, have often reforted to flander, and outrzge,
to enforce on others an acquiefcence, by a fyftem of con-
{traint and terrour. Can we cver forpet that {yftem of menace
and murderous violence which immediately fucceeded the declara-
tion of the prefent war? of that {yflem wiich commencing in
the fabrication of falfe accufations againft our befl citizens, aimed
at the extinltion of civil liberty, by the deftrultion of the free-
dom of fpeech and of the prefs? Aimed at the proftration of
thole conftitutional privileges which, confecrated by the blood of
our fathers, the freemen of the United States claim as their molk
precious inheritance, ¢ as the 1neftimable palladium of their rights,
and which are formidable only to tyrants 7”7 Who among us s not
alive to the remembrance of the perilous viciflitudes of that reign
of terrour in which the ferocious leaders of thie war party uni-
verfally attempted to mtimidate the friends of peace, from the ex-
preflien of their political fentiments, but in which diabolical at-
tempt they were happily, in moft of the ftates, completeiy foiled ?
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. 'Who does not fympathuze with the help Iefs widow and diftrefled
_orphans, at the remcnbrance of thofe hcnrt-rendmg fcenes 1n a
ﬂe*ghbourmg city, in which their bafe toolsimbrued their wicked
- hands in the blood of the venerable and martyred Lingan, while
‘makirng bare his war worn brealt, and vainly pleading the merits
of thofe fears which in his ycruth he had received, while fighting
“the battles of an ongrateful country, on the face of which his mur-
" derers yet ftalk at large with impunity ? Sainted thade! accept the

. tribute of our grateful tears ! If civil liberty be not an empty found,

‘thy memory fhall be ever dear to' the American people, and thy
name decked with a wreath of immortal renewn, fhall in the page
of hiftory be enrolled with thofe worthies of the world who like

thee bave died in defence of the liberties of their country ; with

the felf devoted Regulus, Marcus Curtius and Decii of antient
Rome; with Mor:, Hampdén, Sydney, Rufl=l and Gardiner of
Great-Britain 3 with Warren, Montgomery, Nafh, Woofter, Mer-
cer, Campbell, Laurens, and all that illuftrious conftellation of
American tartyrs who offered up their precious lives as a facri-
fice to the caufe of truth.— And ye {urviving worthies and co-pat-
rmts, who fhrunk not appalled at the fight of thofe toils and imi-
nent dangers which furrounded your labours in the fame facred
eauﬁ.:. we thank thee, O father of mercies! that by thy protedl-
- iag providence brought through the fiery furnace, their lives were

- wairgcuiouily and meraifully preferved from the favage attacks of

ruflian brutality, and that they ftill live the fafeguard, the orna-
ment and defence of their country. ‘The name of Lee, efpecially
that of Henry Lee, celebrated in the war of our independence,
 who in his youth had fo often riskeq his life to procure for his
country the privileges which were then deuied him, en that mel-

. ancholy occafien, cruelly fuffered and bled by the fide of his mur-

- dered friend. His gallant co-patriots Hanfon, our American Percy,
Mufgrove,Gaither,Hall,Nelfon,Kilgour, Warfield, Murray y Lhomp-
fon, Winchefter, on ail of whom the blood-thirfty monfters inflicted

- the mofl excruciating tortures, with Crabb, Sprigg, Payre,Pringle,

- Bigelow, Schiey, Shreeder, Ke medy, Gwinn, Richards, Hoffman,
Bend, and all the other gailant fpirits aflociated on thofe dreadful
~nights, will be hailed by an admiring world, and their names cel-
“chrated in the poet’s fong, will be chaunted in the claflical effufions
of fome future Thomfon, Collins or Dwight, and recorded vy
fome of our American Ramfays or Marfhalls, will rival in {ftory
the venerated names of Hancock, Adams, Otis, Frankhing Wither-

{poon, Randolph, Gadfden, Lzurens, and all the other American

wosthies who counted not their lives dear, fo that they might de-
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liver their country from the yoke of bondage. But it has heen
frequently asked, was this meafure countenanced by the ruling par-
ty 7 I an{wer with heartfelt pleafure, that many worthy men in
New-Jerfey and elfewhere, who from the imperfection of human
judgment are deluded into a partiality for the prefent adminiftra-
tion, but whofe difpofitions and charalter in private life are truly
annable, revicwed thefe bafe tranfaCtions with unqualified abhor-
rence, 1s ot 2o be doubted ; of this, it is particularly pleafing to me
to be able to fay, that the angelic conduct of the two democratic
physiciansy, Hall and Qaven, affords a remarkable example. Ye
merciful men! to you under God we are undoubtedly indebted -
for thie prefervation of the lives of thefe furvivors. May he whole
tetder mercies are over all his works, and who in the gloom of that
bloody night infpired you with a ray of his own darling attribute,
when the eclat of talents and diftin&ions have ceafed to command
the admiration of the world ; in that folemn hour when your difem-
bodied fpirits fhall be winging their flizht to his awful bar, leaving
the frail tenements of your mortal bodies to defcend to the caverns
of that dark and narrow Loufe appointed for all the living ; when
on a dying pillow you are abont eternally to clofe your eyes on the
turbulent fcenes of this wretched vale of tears, may he in his in-
finite mercy grant that your laft moments may be cheered by the
confolatory aflurance, that to each of you fhall be verified the evan-
gelical promife, ¢ Blefled are the merciful for they fhalli obain
mercy.” Juitice alfo requires us to add, that Colonel James
A. Buchanan, Mr. Lemuel Taylor, and feveral others of the
fame party whofe names are not {o diftinétly known or recol-
letted, interpofed their unavailing efforts to refift thefe abomina-
ble allls, and that their conduct affords a ftrong contraft with that
of Stricker, and perhaps fome others, whofe malignant treachery
or reprehenfible negiigence contributed to the facility and impuni-
ty with which thefe murderous outrages were perpetrated. Hay-
1ng thus admitted what truth requires us to acknowledge in favour
of the conduct of fome of our political adverfarics, it is equally
due to juftice to obferve, that the maflacre at Baltimore was un-
queftionzbly countenanced and openly approved by many of the
flagitious leaders of the war party, in every part of the country,
and that they perfevered in this courle until filenced by the indig-
nant voice of the people they perceived it was deftroying their
party, 15 a fact too recent and notorious to be evaded by effiontery
or falfehsod. That prefident Madifon approved of it, has been
itrongiy belicved from his preventing the militia of the DiftsiQl of
Columbia, over whom he has controul, from joining in the fu-
neral honours paid to the memory of general Lingan.
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Thus, fellow citizens, I have attempted to thow that we ought
not to {upport this dreadful war, by which we have been fo much.
{fcourged, under a pretence that it was necessarily declared on just
ard sufficient grounds. 1 have endeavoured to prove, and I hope to
your fatisfallion, that the avowed caunfes of it were not and are not
sufficient to have warranted 1he measure ; and have tried to make it
plain from reafoning on the alledged pretexts of its {upporters,
and from a review of many concomitant circumftances, to pro-
~ duce a conviltion that it 'was really declared through fome hid-
~ den motives which have never yet been avowed by its authors.

That they have in a very palpable manner either wilfully or ignoa
rantly mifapprehended the interefts of the nation, is now too clear
to create a doubt in the mind of any reafonable man. It has al-
- ready, though pretendedly waged to fecure free trade and failors’
rights, totally deftroyed our immenf{e commerce, much decreafed
the number of our feamen, alarmingly increafed the price of every
neceflary of life, and produced a great addition of taxes, while it
has much diminithed our means of paying them. It is alfo obvi-
ous, that there 15 not the moit remote probability that we can ob-
tain from Great-Britain better terms thaa thofe on which fhe of-
~ fered to adjult the difputes between us before we commenced the
- war, a ftate of things diftintly pointed out by many of the op-
polers of the war, and particularly in that admirable addrefs iffued
two years ago, at a general convention of the Friends of Peace,
-then. affembled in this city, well worth the labour of an at-
tentive perufal at this time. Such a review would fhew that al-
moft évery predition contained in it, of the confequences of the
war, have been ftrictly fulfilled. But it has been the fate of the
belt friends of our country, that their anticipations of evil, lke
- thofe of Caffandra, have been unhappily difrcgarded. But the ills
‘with which we are threatened in future, are of a degree ftill more
alarming than thofe which we have already fuffered. Hitherto
our foe has beén fully employed in Europe. Now, without an ally
1in the univerfe, and which renders our fituation infinitely more
difaftrous than it was even in the revolutionary war, when we had
the co-operation of France, Spain and Holland, we have to con-
tend fingle handed againft the whole force of the Britith empire,
with the whole world in amity, and the molt clofe alliance of cve-
ry nation in Europe, a difpofable force of more than one thoufand
thips of war, and above two hundred thoufand dilciplined veterans
who have vanquifhed the beft appointed armies ever brought into
the field. In this fituation, though as chriftians we " ought to be
thankful for the difpenfations of Ged which have brought relicf
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to the fuffering nations of Europe, yet as Americans it behoves us
to rejoice with trembling. To me it appears, that our bleeding
country, like a way-faring and benighted traveller who, allured by
the delufive gleam of the ignis fatuus, has been brought through
mazy windings and deviovs paths to the edge of a frightful preci-
pice, is on the brink of deftruction, and itis a mortifying evidence
of the dreadful manner in which the deftiny of the United States
has been linked with that of the wretch whofe overthrow has eman.
cipated the nations of Europe, that prudence and patriotifm re-
ftrains in {fome degree the inclination which we fhould atherwife
have felt, in joining in the general rejoicing at his downfal. His
downfal has rendered his adverfaries, as to human appearances, all
powerful ; and although we may have hopes from their magna-
nimity, yet we maft at prefent fu{pend our opinions, not knowing
what may befal us. That fublime orator and profound delineator
of human affairs, the late right honorable Edmund Burk, fays, «I
will not rejoice to hear that men can do what they pleafe, unlefs I
know what it pleafes them to do”—a fentiment which muft necef-
farily affeft our prefent feelings, in contemplating the ftate of Eu-
rope, in contraft with that of our own country. It i1sevident that
we are reducea to a crifis which muft inevitably terminate in one or
the other of thefc three diftinét events ; either first, that we fhall be
compelled by an overwhelming force, through hard neceflity, to
accept fuch a peace as may be dictated by the enemy, on difad-
vantageous or difhonorable terms ; or secondly, that refufing to ac-
cept fuch a peace, we fhall be forced to wage a war of defence,
highly fanguinary, fearfully doubtful in ttsiflue, and jeopardizing
to our very national exiftence; or /lastly, that we fhall obtain 2
peace on reafonable terms, conceded by the generous ragnanimity
of the country againft which our government has declared war, but
which we cannot, with the leaft reafon, hope will be on more fa-
vourable ground than that which could have been obtained before
it was commenced. The firft of thefe events, every patriot would
deplore, and refift at the risk of every thing dear. The f{econd
would involve the molt diftrelling {cenes of carnage and ruin, and
the lalt, which although the leaft grievous, if it fhould occur,
would be humihiating to the nation, and utterly difzraceful to our
rulers. Lo this awful fituation have we been reduced by the folly
or wickednefs of thofe who have been for years gulling the people
by prophecying {mocth things, and vaunting high {ounding pre-
tenfions to public confidence—by men who deltroyed the publicin-
terelts by infufing into the minds of the people the moft inveter-
ate prejudices againit the belt patriots of Americs, the compan-
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rons of the illuftrious Wafhington, and the witnefles and co-part-
ners of his perils and his glory ; again{t Hanilton, Knox, Pick-
ering, Strong, Gilman, Gore, Trumbull, Jones, ‘T'racy, ‘Tallmadge,
King, Morris, Paterfon, Frelinghuv{en, Schureman, Neilfon, Sin-
nickfon, Rofs, Baffett, Carrol, Harper, Rutledge, Tho’s and Cotes-
worth Pinckney, and a hoft of others, the recapitulation of whofe
well known names would trefpafs too much on your time. DBy
that party, many of the leaders whereof, inftead of ssulking
into corners to hide themselves from the view of a justly indignant
nation, which by their abominable intrigues they have brought to
the brink of ruin, are ftill to this day, with marchlefs effrontery,
endeavouring to call the public attention from a review of their
own mal adminiftration, by reiterating the moft ftrle and often
refuted charges againit the difciples of Wafhington, of DBritifh at-
tachments, toryiim, and hoftility to the hberties and independence
of their country; asif it were prooable that the furvivors of thofe
who achicved our dcliverance from the Britifh yoke, after having
grown gray In the fervice of their country, and when about de-
fcending o mingle with the cold and filent clods of the valley, and
to render a folemn account to the righteous judge of the univerfe,
would clofe the laft alts of the political drama, by betraying that
dear country, fo often faved by the inftrumentality of their virtue
and valour, and as if the fons of their co-patriots, on whom the
grave has already clofed, were unworthy of their fires.

The creatures of the party, who have brought this unparalelled
diftreis upon us, are now calling us to union, and alluding to the
days of 1776, appeal to our patriotifm ! And are thefe the-men
who talk of parioTISM ?—o0f UNION ! It 1s fruc we ought to exer-
cile both the one and the other, as really neceflary for the falvation
of our affli¢ted country; but the belt proof which the people can
give of their pATRIOTISM, is to have the greateit uNioN in exercif-
ing their fuffrages to difplace thofe who have wantonly brought the
greatelt calamities on the nation. But the patrictism and the wrion,
according with the views of thele men, is the suppsst of them-
sefves and a co-operation in their ruinous {chemes; and if the
people, under the neceflity of union and patriotifm, continuc to
fupport them, it will be alting with the infanity of a man who,
difcovering that he has been made fick by the poifonous drugs of
a quack who had impofed himf{cif as a skilfull phyfician, becaufe re-
fhignation to providential difpenfations is a duty, thould continue to
cherith the impoitor and to take his vitiated medicines. Thele
demagogucs have for years converted clamorous and unfounded
chargzs againit our real patriots, as adherents of Great-Britain,
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alledged to entertain {erious views again{t our interefts and our hb-
erties, into the inflrument by which they acquirc il gotten

power. Now I think that if Great.Britain really indulge fuch:

defigns againft the United States, that her adherents among us (if
agy fuch there be) would alt the wifeft part in contributing every
pofhible exertion to prevent a change of the prefent adminiftration,
which is approximating with the moft awful rapidity to a crifis
which muft be devoutly withed by uny nation reaily fecking our
deftru@ion. ¢ The ruin or profperity of a ftate (fays the celebra-
ted author of Junius’s letters) depends fo much upon the admin.
iftration of its government, that to be acquainted with the merit
of a miniftry; we need only obferve the condition of the peo-
ple. If we fee them obedient to the lavs, proiperous in their in-
duftry, unitcd at home and refpeéled abroad, we may reafonably
prefume that their affairs are condudted by men of experience,
abilities and virtue. If on the contrary, we {ee a univerfal {pirit
of diftruft and diffatisfalion, a rapid decay of trade, diffentions in
all parts of the cmpire, and a total lofs of refpedt in the eyes of
all foreign powers, we may pronounce without helitation that the
government of that country is weak, diftracted and corrupt. The
multitude in all countries are patient to a certain point. [l ufage
may roufe their indigration and hurry them into excefles, but the
original fault is in government. DPerhaps there never was an in-
ftance of a change in the circumftancess and temper of a whole
nation {o fudden and extraordinary as :hat which the mifcondutt
of minifters has within a few years produced. After a rapid
fucceflion of changes, we are reduced to that ftate which hardly
any change can mend.  Yet there is no extremity of diftrefs which
of tfelf ought to reduce a great nation to defpair. It 1s not the
diforder, but the phyfician. It is not a cafual concurrence of ca-
lamitous circumitances; 1tis the pernicious hand of government
which can alone make a whole people defperaze.  Without much
political fagacity, or any extraorcinary depth of obfervation, we
need only mark how the principal departments of the ftate are be-
{towed, and look no farther for the true caufe of every mifchief that
befalls us.” This melancholy piture, though intended to portray
a corrupt miniftry of another nation, and of former times, 135 un-
happtly too exattly applicable to the ftate of our own country.—
But I am perfellly aware that all this may be anfwered with cal-
umny and abule, and perhaps fome worthlefs demiagogue who has
been for years {attening on the fpoils of the public, exhibiting the
infalhble mark of that low, vitious temper which cherifhing bafe

motives of altiou, attributes them to others, will repeat the charge
D
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{o often fabricated and circulated againit the real: followers of
Wathington and Friends of Peace, and luftily exclaim with {neer-
tng taunts, ¢ 7o do not regard what you say.  You arc secking the
saves and fishes of ¢fice” If one of the unworthieft among my
political friends may be permitted to fpeak in the name of the
whole, I would repel the charge with indignant decifion. I would
fay of it-——We are acquitted by the voice of our own confcience and
the teftimony cf our condudt. Had we been thus unworthily
influcnced, we had not for near fourteen years struggled against
popular delusion. 1 would tell our accufers that we were as fharp
fighted to difcern the infatuation which for yeass has clearly point-
ed to the fources of wealth and power, as any of that numerous
family conftituting the great houfehold of the Vicar of Bray. 1
would tell them that we could not be infenfible of the rewards
which they have becn continually lavifhing on thofe apoftates who
are deferters from our principles, and that had we really fought
the emoluments of political life, we with thefe, many of whom are
now their moit active partizans, would have {eafonably altered out
courfe to fwim down the curient of the prevailing tide, before an
exhaufted treafury and ruined country had fo cffeClually deftroyed
the profpett of their having any loaves and fifhes to beltow. 1
would fay to them the fons of Wathington are not ambitious of pub-
lic employments. Reftore to us the days of peace and profperit
for which our beloved country is groaning, and by which it wasfg
fignally diltinguifhed when the administration was in cur hands,
and we, cheerfully rejoicing in the fhades of retirement and
the {weets of domeftic life, will never envy the refponfible and
care-corroding poffeflors of public office.

It is not without much vefle€tion and many mental exercifes,
that I have been conflrained to deliver fo public a teflimony in re-
cital of thefe painful fadtsand views. If I labour under errone-
ous -apprelienfions, and have miltated any thing, I fhall regret it
as an infirmity of my nature. I think that I have delivered many
solemn and smportant trutls; but if in this idea Tam under a de-
lufion, it inuft arife from an obliquity of intelleét, and not from a
nralignity of my heart, which aflures me that I am fincere. To
“what purpofe then do you ask, is the difclofure of {fo many mor-
tifying confiderations made at this day of peril. I anfwer that the
whole need not a phyfician, but the sick.  We muft be fenhble of
the difeafe before we can be perfuaded to feck the remedy; nor
1s the expedtation of benefit from fuch a difcourfe, altogether hope-
lef[s. A man who is dreaming over the briuk of a precipice, or
whofe houfe 15 on fire while he is afleep, though 1n the moments
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{fucceeding his firft awaking he may be difpleafed with fuch as
difturb hins, yet when he comes to his fenfes he will be thankful
to thofe who alarmed him to a fenfe of his danger. Believing
that the falvation of my country depends on the fpeedy removal
of the political delirtum which Las {o long enchanted the people,
I cannot Jonger hold my peace. Our country is dear to us. The
obligations which we owe to it are not releaied by the molt obfti-
nate pereverance m errcur, indulged by thofe whom God in judg-
ment hath permitted to rule over us. Tae powers that be, though
they may be fent in vilitation for our national franigreflions, yet
while under the forms of our government they are continued in
their {tetions, we owe them obedience and conftitutional fubmil-
fion, according to the divine Yaw.  Ouwr country 15 theirs. It con-
tains the tombs of our auceftors, the dwelling places of ourfelves
and children, and the altars of our God; and whatever caufe we
may have to diltruflt thofe to whom its aflairs have been confided,
yet as far as we have power, wu mult defend it from foreign inva-
fion, and in the strength of Ged we avill defend ity and newver
desert it in tie day of calamity. DBut does a confideration of thefe
duties preclude us from all lawful exertions to eftet a change of
{uch rulers as thofe with which we have been for fome years af-
flifted ? No! we are incited to make continual attempts to effect
it, by the voice of confcience and by every tie. Had I the mag-
nificent and flowing eloquence of Mansfield and Cicero, or the lub-
limity of Burke; did I poflefs the irrefiftible impetuofity of Chat-
ham, Pericles and Demollhenes; cculd I lift vp my voice like a
trumpet, and with a found like the roaring of Niagara or /ina,
were permitted to utter the feven thunders of heaven, I would
{fpeak with a voice which would fhake every dwelling throughout
my native land. I would warn my deluded fellow citizens from
litening any longer to the {yren fongs of thofe who have fo long
deccived them. I would exciaim to every man, “In the day of
adverfity, confider ; verily there is but a {lep between thee and
death 1 Our rulevs must be changed, or ae area pesple undone !—
Their whole adminiftration has fhewn them to be equally unfit for
peace or war. If peace fivuld be unexpectediy reitored, we have
no fecurity in their prudence or virtue, that it will not pafs away
like the tranfient dew of the mornii's ; and if obliged to continue
the war wnder their ancpreesy it mult be a miracle of divine mercy
which will preferve us from fubjagation to a foreipn yeke. A fe-
rious queftion here anifes: Is there then no hope? ¢ Is there
no balm in Gilead ? Is there no phyflician there 7 I aniwer there
35, If we humble ourfelves under the mighty hand of God, we
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fhall be cxalted 1 due time.  In a fpiritual fenfe, we are venly
guilty before the fight of him whofe ail-feeing eye pervades the
fecrct recefles of the heart, and who hath declared that righteouf-
nefs exalteth a nation, and that fin 15 the reproach of any people.
Let each in his proper fphere be diligent in promoting the works
of repentance and reformation, and there may be hope that the
Lord will mercifully avert the impending judgments. Thus in
our exertions tn the caufe of our country, we may expelt the
blefling of him who proclaims that ¢t the Lord 1s with you while
ye be with him, and if ve feek him he will be found of you ; but
if ye forfuke bim, he will for{ake you.,” 1In humble dependence
on the divine blelling, we may refort to thofe means dictated by
human prudeace, ang praife be unto our all powerful creator,
who in his adorable merey has yet {pared to us fome who, like
Neftor and Epaminondas, ftand ready to counfel and defend.
We have f{till furviving the augufl Jay, a man to whom this
country 15 ungueltionably more indebted for national indepen.
dence, than to any individuzal (general Wathington excepted) that
ever hived. He who has {o often been denounced, reprobated
and burnt in efhigy, by the miferable tools of the mock patriots of
the prefent day, the refult of whofe fatal meafures will probably
foon bring the ¢ {ound of the warrior with confufed noife, and
garments rolled in blood,” to every houfe, and fill every counte-
nance with gleom : Yes, Fohn Fay stil lives, and his namc alone,
like that of the Roman Cato, is equal to a hoft ; and permit me
to fay, that the dubious fate of the United States excites alt his
folicitude on many a {leeplels pillow, and that the mild luftre of
his defcending glory is brightened by his breaking for a feafon the
retirement of that {acred peuce in which he bas been long prepar-
ing ior celeltial enjoyment, to afford the folemnity of his laft coun-
icls to his beloved country,  We have flill in the fhades of Mount
Vernon, a Wafhington, whofe youth at Yorktown was familiar
with fcenes of military glory, when under the banuers of his illuf-
trious kinfman, whofe virtuz, wifdom and valour he inherits, he
jomed our trinmphant army in {houts of victory. There {till re-
main to us a Howard, a Stuart and a Davie, who in their earhier
days afleciated with the heroic Greene, led our victorious armies at
Cowpens, Eutaw, and many a fanguinary field, to infufe terrour
and difmay through the hoftile ranks of the invading foe. The infat-
uation of the people of Virginia has configned to the vale of private
life, the American Chatham, the dittinguifhed, the pious, the clo-
quent Randolph. Deluded ceuntrymen, if vou would be faved from
mflant deftruction, vou muft call thefe men from their retirement,
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You muft folicit them as your laft refource, and as you would plead
for your lives, affociated with men like themf{elves, wherever found
thh your Webfters, Otifes, Dwights, Patkins, bmlths, Grofvenors,
Renlcllzers, Platts, Lovetts, Emotts, QOgdens, Cummings, Gileses,
Hopkinfons, Winders, Thomases, Dorfeys, Platers, Marfhals,
Gaftons, Rcads, and others, who though not particularly named,
are equally worthy, to take the places ot thofe who row pnﬂefv
the chair of ftate. Nor will it be an eafy task to fuccéed in pur-
{fuading them to affume duch refponfible ftations, unlefs their love
of country fupercede every other coufideration. It is f:ot eafy to
induce other than a very difinterefted phyfician, to pledge hisfame
by undertaking to cure 2 dreadful difeafe, coatracted or aggrava-
ted 1n 2 patient who despising £im, had again{t much of his fore-
warning, gotten into a defperate {tate, by obftinately committing
himfeif to the care of an empiric. I am not infenfible that 1 have
been ufing great plainnefs of {peech. Tor the adoption of it I
have no apology to offer, except that I think 1t no time to diffem-
ble, and that the afnett of public affairs imperatively requires it at
our hands. To {uch as knowing my habits of fricudfhip in private
itfe, and indeed my bonds of connexion with fome who are attached
to the adminiftration which I have been fketching, may think it
extraordinary that I have publicly indulged in this ftyle of lan-
guage, [ have ouly to fny, < I’iato 1s great, but truth is greater.”
¢f }'miitm J’L:t cefliem s uat.” emg attached to them b}' the ami.
able virtues of their private lives, it would difirefs my foul to
wound their feelings. If the friendfhip of a man beginning to
dechne into the vale of life, who conftrained by duty, thus fpeaks
boldly concerning men and meafures which may be dear to them,
{hould ftill be coufidered of any value, they {hall not lofe it ; but
if a compliance with the diCtates of confcience fhould unhappily
deprive me of rheirs, it is a facrifice to which, though with great
refuCtance, I am bound to {ubmit.

And now my moft relpelted colleagues of this convention, 1
brd you an aftectionate farewelt. I have dilcharged, (at your re-
queft) and in a {tate of health not very firm, whart appeared to me
a folemn duty, and I trult T have done it with all that fincerity
becoming one who 1s fenfible that he muft give an account to
the Judge of the quick and the dead.  Itis very improbable that all
of us here aflembled, will ever meet sgain until fu*nmontd before
his tremendous bar.  The peculiar and awful circumftances of
the times, imprefs me with an unufual conviftion of the uncer-
tainty of human Iife and human proipeéts,  Whether the Friends
of Peace will ever be permitted to affemble on ancther anniver{a.-
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ry of our independence, is known only to him in whofe almighty
hand are the iflues of hfe and death:, the deftinies of nations and
the hearts of all men. To the word of his qracel commit you,
with the facred caufe in which we are convened, convinced thatit
will be well with the righteous, come what will, and that from a
long and perfect knowledge of your fervices and {uflerings in the
public caufe, I may without arrogance fay, that

¢ Feaven and carch can witnefs
‘«« I our country fall, that we are \nnocent.”

Oh ! my culdren, were you born to be flaves ? Oh! my coun-
try, ast thou (delivered over to {trong delufions, joined to thmne
idols analeft of thy God) in judgment for our mantold fing, dei-
tined to pafs under a foreign yoke ? If {o, the righteous will of
him who cannot err be done ; but

¢ May 1 lte cold before that dreadful day,

¢ Prefi"d with a load of monumental cluy ;

¢ Thele eyes be clof*d in everlalling (legp,

* And nerthz, bear thee figh or fee thee weep”



