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To the Public,

- THE following Pages are {ubmitted
to the Public, by the Adelphic Society,
compofed of a part of the Students of
Union College, of which the Author
was a Member. ,

GIDEON STARR, of the City of Sche-
nectady, was a Fellow of the Philofo-
phical Clafs in Union College---a youth
of twenty years of age, of fair profpects,
and promifing to be a ufeful member of
the community---But death, the laft er-
emy of man, ftopped him in his full ca-
recer to fame and ufefulnefs, and has
configned him to the filent tomb.

THE following Oration, was dehiver-
ed by the Author, to a crowded Audi-
ence, on the 4th day of July laft, about
three weeks before his death.

EsTEEM, and the tendereft affeCtion,
for a deceafed Brother and Fellow Stu-
dent, have influenced the Society to
bring into public view a juvenile Pro-
duction, which the modelty of the Au-
thor would have forbidden.

Schenectady, Union College, |
August 15, 1801,
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PATRIOTIS M.

THE Anniverfary of the Zra which immortalized
the AMERICAN name has at length arrived.—
Relying on the importance of the occafion, and the
indulgence of my audience, more than on any con-
{cioufneis of my own abilities, I come forward, thus

publicly, to exert the feeble efforts of youth and in-
-experience.

‘Whilft the earth is trembling to its centre with the
thunder of war, while the conftant effufion of human
blood is fertilizing the plains of the Eaft; what plea-
{ure muft it afford a free and enlightened nation, to !
celebrate in peace and fafety the ANNIVERsARY of -
her INDEPENDENCE—A day, which releafed her from
the fceptre of tyranny—which freed her from flavery
—which made her happy. Such, my friends, is the
time, and fuch the occafion, on which we are now -
aflembled. Confcious that I am addrefling a nu-
merous affembly of worthy patriots, I have chofen

PATRIOTISM, as a fubje& moft acceptable to {uch
an audience. |
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To trace this principle from its fource, and deline-
ate every happy efledt it has upon a nation, would
require more labor of the fpeaker, and more patience
of the hearer, than either of us can beftow on the
prefent occafion., Befides, I am f{enfible there are
very few in this crowded aflembly who are ignorant
of the principles in which true patriotifm contifts.

Who is there prefent whofe heart does not recoil
at the thought®f difgrace or injury being brought
upon his country ? Where is that perfon to be founa
who can without emotion, liften to the authentic de-
tails of depredation on our commerce, abufe of our
ieamen, or the confifcation of our lawful property by
foreign powers? Who of you, my audience, can hear
of the inira@lion of our treaties, or the violation of our
laws, without fhedding the {ympathetic tear of patriot-
ic affetion ? If there be any fuch perfon in this aflem-
bly, to him I can afford no confolation. For perfons
of this defcription are not only ftrangers to true pa-
triotifm, but even deflitute of natural affe@ion. With
pleafure do I read in the faces of my audience, fen-
timents the reverfe of what I have been mentioning.
True patriotic ardor glows in every anxious breaft.
FEach countenance proclaims the fincere language of
the heart. Cherifh thefe fentiments, and :you fhall
fee your beloved country teeming with the rich blefl-
ings of freedom. It was patriotiifm which procured
your liberty, and by this alone can it be preferved.
This is the foul of our republic—it conftitutes the
profperity of our nation, and the happinefs of every
individual. It raifes the mind above the vulgar cares
of private emolument—diicards vain ambition—con-
verts pufilanimity into bravery—and entirely devotes
the poffeflor to the public weal.

View ancient Greece, view Rome, fee every famous
republic, whether ancignt or modern—ecach owes her
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birth, each her exiftence to patriotiim. What army
could withftand the Grecian difcipline? Armed and
defended by true patriotic ardor, they rufhed on, re-
gardlefs of death, bringing glory to their country.
Not all the fplendid trappings, not all the glittering
{pears, brandifh .d by the Perfians, could daunt Lron-
1pAs ; who, wi h his three hundrad Greeks, encoun-
tered a million of Perfians. Bravely he fought, dealing
deftruction among his numerous foes ; Nobly he fell,
yet lives in fame.

Rome too was free ; Rome knew true patrioti{fm :
It was this called CiNncINNATUS from his peaceful re-
tirement to the helm of itate.

It was this taught noble Fasius to defend his coun-
try—taught him contentment in his country’s fafety.
Such are the patriots who deferve our efteem, rather
than thofe, who Alexander like, conquer the world
to gratify their ambition. But where is now that pa-
triotic {pirit, which once raifed Greece and Rome
above the world? Taught nations, greater than them-
felves, to fear them, and come in {fuppliant terms to
feek their favor. This pearl of price has long fince
gone—exterminated by luxury,that fiend of darknefs!
fhe has left the once happy fhores of Greece and
Rome, and come to fofter infant Columbia. But,
like other great bleflings, fthe comes not without her
concomitants, Liberty and Literature, follow all her
fteps. Look back, for a moment, on her deferted
empires—obferve their inhabitants, few in number,
rough in manners, ignorant and uncivilized. Too
ftupid, even to regret the lofs of thofe bleflings with
which their anceftors were favored. A fad leflon this
of the decay of nations ; but fraught with ufeful in-
ftructions for thofe who are in profperous circurg-
ftances. '
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From this fad cataftrophe, my countrymen, learn
wifdom. Receive Patriotifm, and Liberty its atten«
dant, as your moft welcome guefts : Manifeft to others
your zeal in your country’s caufe ; inculcate the fame
principles into them; diffeminate in the Lreafts of
your little offspring the feeds of patriotifm—that this:
principle, taking root in youth, and growing with
their growth, may prove the bulwark of their future
fafety. A& not the part of the unprofitable fervant,
hiding your talent in the earth. Why fhould the
love of your country, like the ufelefs treafure of the
mifer, lie fecretéd from the world? It is by the fruit
the tree is judged, and we kaow the fad fate of that
tree which produces no fruit. If you love your coun-
try, you will be anxious to ferve her, and promote
her profperity. But if you manifeft no marks of fuch
an inclination, the world will be fufpicious of your
pretenfions, and your patriotiim, however pure you
may imagine it, will gain you very little credit in the
opinion of mankind. The moft obvious marks of pa-
triotic affetion, are an anxiety for the promotion of
virtue—a liberal fpirit for beftowing donations on
‘public occafions—and an ardent defire for the pro-
motion of fuch men as are beft qualified to manage
the feveral branches of our government. He who
promotes thefe noble ends, pre{erves the freedom and
happinefs of his country ; for thefe are the corner-
ftones, on which the great fabric of our national li-
berty depends.

Though our love for our country fhould be ardent,
and our exertions for our common intereft inceflant ;
yet we fhould not permit our emulation to kindle in-
to envy, or ftrive to found our popularity on the de-
gradation of others. For we fhall find it much more
ealy, and far more honorable, to eclipfe our rivals by
outthining them in merit, than by reducing them
either by force or intrigue.



C 9 )

As true patriots, it is our duty to make friends of
all whofe friendfhip may be ufeful to us, or whofe re-
fentment dangerous. The friendfhip of nations is an
ineftimable blefling, and a free commerce, which muft
be the refult of fuch friendfhip, is one of the greateft
fources of our opulence. What but fuch a com-
merce could vent the profufion of our exuberant foil ?
What elfe could afford employment to our mercharits,
or encouragement to our farmers ? Deprive America
of this, and her public prifons will be broken down
with innumerable {warms of bankrupts. Her farmers
would languifh in floth and idlenefs ; forgetful of
their prefent induftry, they would be content with
{fupplying their own neceflities. This idlenefs would
foon beget effeminacy and an averfion to bufinefs ;
vice would be introduced to fill up the vacancies of
time : this would immediately fap the foundation of
our republic, and enfure the inevitable deftruction of
our dear bought liberties. By this cataftrophe, irre-
trievable would be our lofs ; for many and great are
the bleflings attending our free government ; they
are indeed too numerous to be mentioned, and inefti-
mable in their excellence.—But juftice forbids that
the greateft blefling ever conferred on the human
race, fhould any longer pafs unnoticed. The blefling
to which I allude is our religious liberty. Many an-
niverfaries have rolled away ; oft has this ftately
dome refounded with the praifes of civil liberty, while
our religious freedom, which fhould be the greateft
caufe of our rejoicing, has remained unmentioned.
With fhame muft we confels this. How unlike our
noble anceftors, who to gain this blefling, left their
country and friends, croffed the wide ocean, pene-
trated the howling windernefs, encountered favages,
created a new republic, and laid the foundation of
our prefent greatnefs. Roufe from your lethargy ;
defend that blefling which was purchafed with the
blood of innocence. Remember that this is the foun-

B
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dation of all our Lappinefs, on this depends our na-
tional profperity.

Let your philanthropy, your love of freedom, your
fondnafs for civilization, and that patriotic {pirit
which watches with an anxious eye over the happi-
pinefs of the republic, all ffimulate you to preferve
your religious liberty. So long as we are actuated by
thefe principles, we have no reaion to fear that we
fhall be robbed of our liberties, either .ivil or reli-
gious ; but we ought ever to be on our guard, left
fuffering our patriotifm to be extinguifhed, and for-
getting the price of the bleflings we enjoy, we per-
mit luxury and diflolutenefs, thofe banes of republi-
canifm to deftroy what the weapons of an army never
could have reached. From this take warning. You
now fee the fecret {nares which are {pread for your
deftruction. Let not this difcovery prove a terror to
you, but rather let this teach you wifdom, and call
forth every energy of the foul, while it is yet poflible
to avert the impending danger. Defpair not be-
caufe deftru&ion is poflfible ; for where is the nation
‘that is not expofed to luxury, debauchery, and vice,
with all their train of evils ? Can any of the ancient
republic’s boaft of greater privileges than America ?
Have they been lefs expofed to luxury and vice ?
Did even the Roman republic exceed us in extent of
territory or fertility of foil ? Did the arts and {cien-
ces flourifh more among any of thefe nations than
in the United States ? Did they produce more worthy
patriots, or greater generals ? One great example is
fufficient to filence all the greatnefs they could ever
boaft. 'The god-like WasHiNGTON, the hero and the
patriot, the general and the ftatefman, wasan Ameri-
can. Thanks to Heaven for this ineftimable bleffing.
His bold example infufed enthufiaftic ardor into
every patriotic breaft : Taught prudence to the
brave, and bravery to ghe prudent : Inftructed few
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to conquer many. Encountering danger, {uftaining
heat and cold, watchfulnefs and labour, he gained
for us that independence which we now celebrate.
Hail ! thou inimitable patron of our country, orna-
ment of the world, and glory of thy nation! May
thy great example teach future generations to love
their country, and to defend their freedom ! Hiftori-
ans, compare not WasHINgToN with Alexander,
Hannibal, or Cefar. Delcribe him in his proper
character, himfelf a hoft in war, in peace a council.
Silence, ye chaynters of the Greek and Roman fame ;
referve your lays to grace our great deliverer ; for
fure they cannot be deftined to a nobler purpofe. Let
Greece, Rome,and modern republics, boaft of great pa-
triots, brave generals, good counfellors, and wife legif-.
lators : America alone can avail herfelf of an aflembly
of all thefe exalted qualities in the fame perfon. She
alone can boal of a WasuniNncToN. But fee this:
greateft of men, to thew that Omnipotence tranfcends
human perie@ion, is fallen a prey to death—Yet
nothing fhall efface the memory of his greatnefs. Re-
volving ages fhall revere his name, whi'e friends to
freedom have a place on earth.

But T forbeor leaft my faint rehearfal of his exalted
qualities, fully the brightnefs of his glory. AMERI-
cans ! behold and imitate. Let your examples teach
pofterity the greatnefs of W ASHINGTON..

An exhibition of his patriotic fpirit, fhall induce
furrounding nations, rather to feek our patronage
and friendfhip, than to oppofe our firength. Ceafe
nota moment to be ufeful, butlike your WasHINGTON,
do good continually. Imagine not that by being
ufeful to day, you render yourfelves lefs fit for ufe-
fulnefs to-morrow. For as the body by exercife is
rendered more adive, fo the mind by adminiftering
wife counfels, encreafes in wifdom. If you be am-
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bitious of honor, or anxious for preferment, deferve
it and it is enfured. Let patriotiin direét your fteps,
and the will lead you through the path of virtue, to
the fummit of the hill of knowledge, where ftands
the temple of human perfe&tion. Many there are
who ftrive to gain this eminence, by climbing up
fome other way. But as the thief failed in his at-
tempts, the fheep not lifteriizg to his voice, fo fhall
thefe felf-promoters, unfupported by the fuffrages of
the people, fail victims to their own ambition. This
enthufialm for preferment, manifefts jtfelf in a varie-
ty of ways ; often a falfe glare of patriotifm. Per-
fons thus affe@ed, are through felf-interefted motives,
the moft watchful prefervers of our liberties ; and
when out of danger, are moft zealous in their de-
fence. May the number of thefe allive patriots
ever be limited. Others there are, who act a more
cringing part, who are ever of the fame opinion
with the ftrongeft party, and who are often changipg
political principles for the fake of promotion. Of
thefe be aware. There is flill a third clafs of falfe
patriots, who have often made great difturbance in
republican governments. 7Thefe are a fet of blood-
thirfly heroes, who tremble not at deftruction, and
can face death with intrepidity ; who fight with
vigor with or without a caufe, but are more impa-
ticnt of a private in{ult than a public injury. Thele
fill a nation with internal difcord, duelling, carnage,
and deftruction. They are perpetually kindling the
blaze of ‘war. Extenfion of conqueft is the only
blefiing they prize. How long fhall thefe mifanthro-
pifts infeft the world ? For though valor pe an at-
tribute of the patriot, yet when it is made the flave
of refentment, it lofes all connexion with patrioti{m,
and degenerates into beaitly madnefs,
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Bat I fay no more of the falfe patriot, his own
condu& renders him {ufficiently odious, without one
difgraceful epithet.

Let us for a moment mufe on fairer profpeéts.
‘AMmEerIcans ! defpair not. You pcflefs the moft ex-
tenfive, moft fruitful, and moft flourithing republic
now on earth. You inhabit a ccuntry abounding
in true patriots, who are ever ready to defend their
liberty at the expence of their own blood. You en-
joy all the happinefs of Lacgdemonean diicipline
witheut being bound by the ftriék laws of Lycurcus.
Religion and Literature walk hand in hand through
cur dominions, knocking at the door of every cot-

tage ; teaching happinefs, and wifdom, to all who
will receive them.

Genius unreftrained, arifes high on her expanded
pinions, explores immenlity of {pace, and at one
glance comprehends millions of worlds.

Civilization feems triumphant over brutal igno-
rance. See induftry, the fupport of our nation,
preparing an afylum in our weftern ftates, for the
reception of other "..rtues. The huge foreft proftrates
herfeif before her, the tall pines fall, but to rife
higher in noble edifices. The ftately church and
academic hall, proclaim the liberty, the virtue, and
the knowledge of Columbia’s fons.

When could the world boaft of a happier nation ?
How can our orators amufe us with the ideas of ftill
greater felicity ? What blefling can we defire which
we do not enjoy ? Virtue reigns triumphant—Female
innocence 1s unmol:fted—Peace and contentment
gild the joyous {cene. If we are unhappy it is be-
caufe peife& blifs is not an earthly blefling.
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X pafs in filence the great expence incurred, dan-
gers encountered, and blood of patriots (hed, in the
acquirement of the bleflings of freedom. Oft has
your compaffion been excited by a rehearfal of thefe
tranfactions. Nor fhall I dwell on Apams and Jer-

rERsoN difpenfing thofe heavenly bleflings with lib-
eral hand.

I have now reminded you of the true principles,
and duty of the patriot : it belongs to you to imitate
him. You have by an exhibition of a true patriotic
fpirit, taught diftant nations to fight for freedom :
now by your example teach them to piiferve it.

If you fuffer not the ftandard of American liberty
to be rent in pieces by the deftru@ive hand of intel-
tine faction, its falutary fhade fhall ever defend you
from the fiery blafts of external invafion, and procure

you the reverence, efteem, and friendfhip, of every
good and virtuous nation.

FINIS.





