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A SERMON IFOR THE FOURTH Ol JULY, 1862,

CIHASTISEMENT OF WAR.

I nave looked forward to this, our last meeting before the
summer vacation, in the hope that, when it came, we might ex-
change gratulations on the improved condition of our national
aflinirs, and the prospect of a speady restoration to our former
peace and prosperity, It seemaed but a reasonable hope.  For,
although this rebellion is one of stupendeus proportions, yet,
when matched against a government whose resourees in men,
money, intelligence and courage are so nearly inexhaustable, we
may be pardoned for prophesying for it a short and ignoble
carcer. It is, therefure, not without some sinking of heart, that
i give myself to a review of our present conditiom, in the hope
of nerving vour souls and my own, for still farther stretches of
patience, still higher resolves of sacrifice, stiil more heroic defence
of our country, Tt isnot without disappointment that I separate
from you even for a time, with the same burden of expectancy
weighing so heavily upon all hearts, and the same element of
uncertmnty entering into all estimates of the present and future,
which has drugged our cup with bitterness for the last fourteen
months,

Still, we may as well be frank with each other, and look our
condition fairly in the face, and gird ourselves up for the dis-
ciphne yet to come.  We are certainly prepared for any work
which the honor and security of our ceuntry demand,  We are
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ready and willing to do and to bear in hor bollf as we never
yot huve done, if her servico roquires it Thus fur, this war
has lain its hand lightly upon us, as a people, at the North,  One
would never dream ag he walked our busy streets, entered our
places of amusement, our halls of learning, our omes of comfort
aud Juxury, that we were engaged in o war the alternatives of
whose issues are life and death,  Our great citios are unusually
peaceable and, in the main, prosperous; nature all around us is
blooming as u bride adorned for her husbaad, and perfect secu-
rity of life and property wus never move triumphant,  The noise
of war does not disturb the hum of industry nor the sounds of
pleasure ; the proximity of armier does not arrest the daily
routine of duty, nor threaten the safety of those we love,

Here and there, it is true, all over our communities, are homes
mnde desolute furever by the casuelities of war; and every day we
sec¢ the men who went out from us a year ago strong und well, now
limping homeward, wounded, sick, maimed for life, to seck the
-consolatiens of aftection, and many to find rest in a peaceful
grave. [t 1s also truc that every pleasing picture of life has had
the same sad reverse of death; and every prominence of enjoyinent
1ts background of suflering and woe. We have hardly eaten a
meal at home, -without thinking of owr rougly fed soldiers on
the battle fieckd. We have not lain dowre to sleep in our com-
fortable beds, without feeling ashamed of our comfort, while so
many brothers were sleeping on the ground. We have not
watched by a sick bed, to cool the burning brow or soothe the
restless body of a loved one, without siching for the thousands
of sick men who have no such solace of home or affection. We
have not looked into the eyes of our children, nor listened to the
music of their pastimes, nor received the welcome of their
caresses, without feeling our happiness embittered by thoughts
of the mauy parents to whom this happiness is denied, it may
be for years, and it may be forever! We have not smoothed a
dying pillow, nor closed the eyes of the dead, without mingling
with tears of personal sorrow, tears of sympathy for those who
are daily dying in fearful conflict, on the deserted battle-field, or
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Ain seerot coverts'to which they have crawled for safety, with no
lovk of love to return the yearninig stare of death, no faithful
hand to offer ity cup of water, nor wipe awny the blinding blood
nnd sweat,  Thus, everywhere and always, through cach interval
of leisure, this demon of war has looked in upon our life, and
avercast it with gloom and sortow,  And yet wo have known
nothing of war as a community.,  We have had no triul such as
nations have often passed through, nor such us we may ourselves
have to pass through before we are worthy to be guardians of
Liberty aud Republicun Government,

“ Whaom the Lord loveth He chasteneth,” is as true of nations
us of men,  In the Vineyoard of God, the branch which beareth
not fruit He taketh away ; and even the branch which beareth
fruit He pruneth, that it may bring forth more fruit.  But have
we yet been cnustened into any purer love of Goo?  Has our
brauch of the Tree of Liberty been pruned by the discipline of
war, 50 as to give the slightest promise of more or better fruit ?
Is there any evidence that we are now rendy to adopt the maxim
that “ righteousness exalteth a nation, while sin is a repronch
to any people 2 There is none,  Little of the moral effect—
which we all look to as the result and recompense of this war-—
has yet heen accomplished, It it were to close to-motrrow, our
aftiirs would speedily fall into the ruts of the old wickedness.
Trade would again compromise conscience for cotton ; politics
would sneer again at any higher law than the self-interests of
politicinns, and fushion would launch out into its old mockery
and extravaganee, as if an hundred thousand men had not
oftered up their lives for Republican America. The moment
success favors us in the least degree, we begin to thiuk of some
new scheme by which we can give to the devil all that God has
civen to us. It isonly after some great reverse, such as we have
just experienced before Richmond, some deep and heart-felt
humiliation, that we begin to ask, ¢ Lord, what wouldst Thou
have us do ?”

There 15 scarcely a man, North or South, who doubts that
slavery is the cause of this war,  Alexander H. Stephens said



6

distinotly, at tho beginning of the robellion, that it was not tho
success of the Republican party, it was not the loss of fugitivo
slaves, it was not the pussage of Personal Liborty Bills, which
drove them into secession, but it was the incompatibility of the
interests of free and slave labor, and the impossibility of both
coexisting under tho same Constitution. A celebrated Pres-
byterian Minister of New Orleans preached o sermon about the
same time, which was published in all the city papers for three
days in succession, and then 30,000 copies were struck oft for
wider distribution, in which he proved from theWord of God that
ench nation has o specinl mission, and that the special mission
for which God was raising up the Southern Confederacy, was
the perpetual preservation of the llessing of human slavery.
Such is the sentiment of the South ; and we have no reason to
doubt its entire sincerity ; no men are so sincere as madmen,
This sentiment is not an accidental effect of slavery, which,
-nnder other circumstances, might have been different, but it is
a necessary effect, which it will produce under all circumstances.
The people of the North would learn to love it as well as the
pecople of the South do, were-they subject in like manner to its
natural intluences.

On the other hand, the conviction of tl.y North has long been
steadily increasing that slavery is both 1mpéhitic and wicked ;
that it impoverishes alike the soil of a country, and the character
of ity people; that it inflames the worst passions, and involves
the grossest cruelties ; and that in every national interest, it is
opposed to the genius of a republican government. Ncither is
this an accidental conviction, which might have been avoided
under some possible circumstances ; but 18 i necessary effect of
slavery upon the minds and hearts of those who see it from a
distance.

It 1s in vain that men sncer at the Northern hatred of
slavery, and call it a mere prejudice ; it is still a fact, and a
fact which we cannot get rid of so long as 1ts cause exists,
Suppose it 78 & mere prejudice, 1t is one which exists among the
most educated, moral and religious portions of the community ;
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it is one which in inu't-naing every year, and one which there is
no means of ¢ muluurmg Evory instinet of the Norman and
~ Suxon nature is averse to the very idea of bondage.  And how
are we to extract this aversion from our life-blood 2 By the
incrense of knowledeo P 'With increuse of knowledge our pre-
judice ugninst un institution which is afraid of knowledge is
ouly strengthened, By the increase of morality ?  As our con-
seionces grow more tender, they are the more pained by an
institution which mny compel the violution of every moral law,
By the increase of religion 2 The religion of Jesus seems to us
in oternal conflict with the buying and selling and owning of our
fellow zaen, By intercourse with the nations of the earth ?
4 T'he moral sentiment of the whole world is opposed to luman
slavery,”  Then, if' we, as n people, find that slavery awakens
an instinctive hatred which knowledge, and morality, and re-
higion, and the genius of all cotemporary civilization only
strengthens and confirms, by whut possible means are we ever
to be curead of it, 8o long an slavery exists in our midst ?

We are not now discussing the absolute right nor wrong of
these two contlicting effects, which are necessarily produced by
the presence of this institution.  We only claimm that both are
alike nevitable and both alike incurable, except by the one,
obvious remedy, of destroying the cause,

While we lived together peaceably, under the same constitu-
tion, this opposition was pledged in good faith to limit its
political resistance of slavery to those portions of the country
where it was kept in existence by Northern votes ; and in no
casc to interfere with it in the states, where it existed by loucal
law.  And we have kept the pledge to the ietter of the law;
erring in every instance on the side of concession,—as in the re-
peal of the Missouri Compromise,  But while our political aetion
was thus himited, we wounld no more promise to limit our moral
action within political boundaries, than we would promise not
to offer moral resistance to the poligamy of the Mormons, the
cannibalismm of the Sandwitch Islanders, nor the idelatries of
the Chinese. For wherever evil is, there is something for the
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Kingdom of-Henven- to fight agnainst and conquer. 1t is absurd
to eny that' we may send missionaries to the onds of the world,
to resist moral ovil with moral good, orror with truth, in spito
of the prohibition of governments where the error and ovil pro-
vail, and yot say that wo have nothing to-do with so great s sin
lymg atiour own doors, But this was intolerablo to the South.
They feared, and justly feared the moral opposition to slavery,
even while, as Stophens: snid, they had nothing in particular to
complain of in our political opposition. So great was their fear
of:1t, that they tore themselves away from the guarantees of the
Constitution; rushed to.the tield, and-appenled to the luw of the
strongest.

Now, in view of these obvious facts, can uny one doubt, for a
moment, that slavery was tho .cruse of this war ?—not the
accidental but the necessary cause? Is it not cssentially a
warlike element in o republic 7 Has it not.been the only thing
in the way of our perfect peace and prosperity in the past ?
Has it not, more than all other obstacles, hindered the eftect of
our national influence among the nations of ‘the earth? o
ask these questions is to answer them. But will God allow
His-beloved vine to rematn unpruned. of this blight, which robs
Him'and His children of® its healing fruit'? It cannot bo; for
whom He loveth He chasteneth ; and Ho 1s now showing His
love for us in this terrible chastisement of war, which 1s forcing
us, by an appeal to our lower instincts, to do what our higher
natures have proved unequal to—remove - -the only hindrance
of our national prosperity and peace.

For-there are two ways in which the wickedness of men and
nations gets providentially destroyed, and is thus kept from be-
coming universal : first : by anti-pathic means ; and second : hy
homeopathic. means. Evil. is destroyed by anti-pathic means,
when:it is overcome by its opposite good: When the morality
and ' intelligence of a people ure constantly removing the neces-
sary imperfections and wrongs of a former age, by the better
laws and. purer policies of the present, then the evil is sloughed
off by the necessities of perpetual growth. This insures a steady
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und penceful development.  But when an ovil cannot be des
stroyed in this way ; when the moral nature has proved itself
too wenk to overcome the sin which lies in the way of its
growth and uscfulness, then the homeopnthic menns is applicd,
and evil is destroyed by ovil 3 passion is burned up by the
intensity of its own fires ; and selfishness, which resisted the
nssnnlts of n foeble virtue, in the funaticism of its excess, throws
iteell’ from the giddy height to which it elimbed, and is dashed
in picces by its own momentun,

Slavery was first committed to us for removal by anti-pathic
means,  The Colonies were obliged to unite for purposes of self-
protection ; and slavery, excluded in neme from the Constitu-
tion, and in reality from the territories, and looked upon by all
a8 u necessary but temporary evil, was regarded as a doomed
relic of harbarism which must soon pass away before the grow-
ing virtue and intelligence of freemen, But the profits of slave
labor grew unexpectedly to be so great, that the institution
itself’ was ultimately found to be Divine. The anti-pathic
remedy failed, The conscience of the country has proved itself
unequal to the mission assigned it by our fathers. Cotton has
led men into an exceeding high mountain, and shown them all
the kingdoms of the carth, and promised to give them all if
they would fall down and worship it; and they have fallen
down and worshipped. And now slavery is on its trial by homeo-
pathic means. Being essentially warlike, it is now met on its
own level of war,  Having no sanction in nature but the law
of the strongest, it is now on trial by that law. It is at last
doomed in consequence of the arrogance and extravagance of its
claim. It demanded territory ; Louisiana, Texas, New Mexico,
with all their attendant cost in blood and treasure were given it
for the sake of peace. It demanded a most aggravating fugitive
slave law ; we gave it for peace. It required the Dred Scott
decision ; we gave that for peace. It required the removal of
the bounds which the fathers had set to its progress ; and, in
spite of our fears and sorrows, we tore away the Missouri Com-
promise, and gave that for the purpose of getting their trade
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and their votes, and enticing them to presorve the Union,
Until at lust intoxicated by its trinmphy, it has stung the bhosom
which nourished 1 ; and when the Union has nothing more to
give, raised u puricidal hand ageinst it, and aceepted the hazards
of wanr, . |

Wlien it beenme certain that the South would not compro-
mise, and would not trade, uud wonld not vole with the North,
and would at all costs destroy our government, then, to theirv
arent amazement, they found the North a unit on the subject
of coercion, They were astonished to seo the mien, who for so
many years, had encouraged them to ery sccession whenover
they wnslmd to earry a party measure, now lake the gun and
sword to resist secesston to the death,  They could not see that,
in appealing to war, they lost all the natural gunarantees of
peace, Now, cvery motive, from the lowest to the highest,
which can produee, activity, s concentrated in defence of the
Union against the slave: power,  And thus, what the nation
would not do on the ground of simple justice, God has willed it
shall do on the ground of absolute necessity, And why are we
so unwilling to accept the chastening of the Lord, as it is
obviously meant? Can we hope for permanent peace while
this clement of discord vemains 27 When the war is over, will
the North love slavery more, or the South love it less on account
of the blood and treasure it has cost 2 Or is there anything in
our offorts to avoid this issue thus far, which ¢ucourages us in
persisting to do so ?

We have waited patiently for more than a year to see what
would develope itselt from the strange events which were tran-
spiring.  'We have listened veverently to the logic of events as
it was argued in the thunder and groan of the battle field, and
sehoed from half a million homes. We have furnished our
bravest and manliest youths whenever they were ealled for, and
sirrendered them uliuerfully to the cause of our country, We
have, it is true, looked in amazement at the motionless condition
of our army; but we have tried, nevertheless, to possess our”
souls in patience and trust in God and our leaders, The nations
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of Europoe have scen all their interests languish, sid heard their
laborers, by millions, erying for brend, but have left us to
sottle our troubles alone, until their patience is well nigh ex-
hausted,  And now how does the matter stand 2 Why, not-
withstunding all our grent victories, at the elose of this vear we
nra kept in five doys awful guspense, relieved at lust by tho
Joyful news that onr splendid army ix not all et to pieces ) is
only twenty-fice miles farther from Richmond than it was «
month ago, has not ost wmore than twelve or fourteen thousal
men, and that this is strategy. Now 300,000 more men are
called for, who must be reeruited, drilled and transported to the
scene of netion, hefore we can regnin onr former contfidence and
hope., Burope is tlooded with exnguerated aceonnts of our defeat,
and urged by every specious motive to entangle herself’ in our
affuirs,  Yet with all this disconragement in the field, and danger
from abroads; with all the necessities which press upon us con-
tinually, for weakening our enemy in every possible way, and
husbanding the lives and energics of our men to the last’degree,
and with this periect cerbainty before onr eves, that slavery was
the cause of this war, and may be the caise of other wars as
welly it would seem as if the one thing most sacred in the policy
of the coutry 1s its desire to restore the Union with this chronic
disease intact in the system,

It seems to me, sometimes, as it'a fatal infatuation was upon
us, which forbids us to sce the plain teachine of Providence in
this hour.  Ifor what other reason is God chastening us 2 [s it
for the jurpose of :-:hmving the North that it can W]li]l the
South 7 Is it merely to flatter the Yankee pride of supremacy?
The thought is childish ; we are deserving ot no such tlareery.
Is 1t to consolidate the nation 2 The efieet is to concentrate
one halt against the other, and to embitter the antagonism in
the greatest possible degree.  Is it to show Burope how powerful
we are 2 The eftect 1s to show the whole world how wealk and
helpless we are with this element of discord in our midst,  Is it
to cure the North of its hatred of slavery 2 Every bloaw of
chastisement makes ten thonsand non auti-slavery men  What
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can it be, then, but to prune away this exeressonce, and leavo us
u people of common interests, in fulfilment of the fond hope of
our futhors 7 "Lime is our best tenchor of this truth, and re-
verses bring us nearer and nearer to ity recognition, And 1
sometimes feel that God will never allow our lnrgest nrmies to
succeed, until they are wheeled into a line with his oternal pur-
poses of justico amd merey.

I find fault with no one.  You who have heard me during
the past year will bear witness that 1 have uniformnly  urged
cordinl co-operation in the work of suppressing the rebollion,
and unwavering trust in our rulers and lead<rs, so long as
labor and trust were possible,  And I ask nothing more now
than that the North should recognise the most obvious moral
purpose of the war, and show, at least, as much anxiety to
cet rd of slavery as it has hitherto shown to preserve it. 1If
tt. will show the sume persistent determination to foster every
man and plan which promises its overthirow, as it has hitherto
to encourage and foster the men and plans which seek its
preservation, it could not long survive our present neces-
gitics, Only show us some promise that the near or remote
eftect-of this heart-sickening war will be to remove the permanent
cause of the war, aud we will pour out men and treasure for its
consummation until both arc exhausted.  We would rather con-
tinue the strugele for years, not only against the South, but
against France and England, could we thus give to our children
a country united forever in the common bouds of freedom, than
close the war tomorrow, i’ thereby our children are to inherit o
governnient torn and enfeebled by a perpetual contlict of in-
terests.

God has brought this question before us now fer final ad-
justment, and we must not patch it up with delusive con-
ditions which promise only temporary peace and quiet, Even
if it should complicate and embitter the war, the disease is so
desperate that its treatment must he heroie.  T'o cut this tumor
of slavery from the vitals of the Union by the rough strokes of
the sword is, indeed, a severe operation ; but the chances of
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saving the body thus are an huudred to one greater, than the
chinnees of ity recovery with the tumor left growing about is
heurt,  Public sentitient must be raised up to the level of thy
real issno, The administration cannot out-run the conscience and
intelligence of the people. It therefore bucomes every one—mun,
woman ond child—who would co-operate with Divine Providence
in the noble work of' establishing our Union upon w pertnanent
basis, to do all he or she ean to uphold the hands of the 1resi-
dent, and even try to hold them up a little higher, [t we seo
and aceept this issue, God will work with uz for its triumph ;
but. if we do not do so, the continued chastisement of His love
will force it upon ns,

But, friends, [ write in no spirit of discourngement or des-
pondency.  There can be no doubt of the tinal issue,  There
never has been but one final result of the old historie war of the
Northmen wgninst the Southmnen,

It luoks, indeed, as if there had been had management in the
lnte conduct of the compnign, 1t is imposgible, for example,
for us to see why an advinee upon Richmond was not made by
the direet route of Ifredericksbure, thus cuarding our Capitol at
the same tinte we were attacking that of the coemy, and enabling
us to concentrate onr forees. It is impossible also, tor us to sec
why our generals took up @ position of thirty miles front betore
Richmond, in a swamp which killed or disabled menat the rate of
u regiment a week, and then suddenly found that it was not the
best  position, and were obliged to change it at the expense of
seven day’s battle, the loss of large quantities of' provision, and
the lives and service of twelve thousand men, It is even harder
to see why we have not heen permitted to know the truth, and
the whole truth as it transpired, concerning the fate of our
army ; why the news of our disaster must be broken to us by
half-hies, as if we were @ nation of hysterical wonen, and could
not bear the truth,  We have shown ourselves worthy of mare
conlidence than this,  Had it been but whispered in the tivst
days.of that terrible suspense that our noble army was in danger
of annilitlationg and that the Militin must rush to the rescue,
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wa would have covered the banks of the James River with
fresh moen, in time, porhaps, to suve many thousands of our poor,
wenried, wounded soldiers. These nud muny other things we enn-
not understand ; but our hearvts are just as unllinching in their
determination to suppress this rebellion,  We are unconditional
Union men, for we beliove religiously, that the Union is to
be the means in the hands of God of bestowing the blessings of
universal liberty to uncounted millions of his children,  Re-
varses do not abute one jot of our heart nor hope ; disconrage-
ments only strengthen our purpose to muke more swilt and
enrnest work of the war,  We have had more to fear thus fur
from sticeesses than from reverses, because we were not chastened
into o deep conviction that the cause of liberty is the eanuse of
Grod,

I share the popular fear of intervention on the part of IFrance
aud Eugland, in our aflairs.  And yet, when I think of it culmly,
there is not one probable reason why they will do so.  ugland
has no army and no navy for a war with us.  She had not men
for the Critnean war ; the men are not to be had,  She knows
this, and knows equally well that half a million lrishimen wonld
fly to arms at the tap of a drum to revenge the long history of
her oppressions and wrongs,  But, if she says to France,  You
do the fighting and we will stand aloof;” IFrance, if’ she does
the worle will sccure the advantage of the war ; and, in case of
success, England, instead of being dependent upun us for
cotton, would be dependent upon France,—an exchange which
she is not likely to make. 1If she wants cotton, the suoriest
road to it lies through the success of the North. She un-
doubtedly bears neither us nor our institutions any goud will.
She is restive under the conviction that she is trembling in the
balance of nations, and with the loss of her wooden navy,
scarcely ranks among first class powers ; but that lingland wiil
needlessly complicate herself in our aftairs does not seem probable.
And if we would take from her every shadow of any excuse for
interference, except the desire for cotton, let us declare emanei-
pation, and then she must be silent or self-condemned. |
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Nor can wo imagine why France shonld foreibly interfere,
Sho is doubtless suftering sudly for the want of cotton ; but she
will sufler doubly when, to the loss of cotton she adds the
losg of 0 market,  Tutervention will bring no speady supplics of
any kind from the South; how can it 2 We will take good
care in such an event that she has no leisure to cultivate
eotton,  Besides, Nupoleon knows better than we what fuleon
ever are fixed on his game of empire, ready to observe and take
ndvantage of his first fulse plave He was undoubtedly nettled
by the presence of Bourbon Princes on MeClellan's staft, It
wis 1 shrewd card on their part, bt was little else than a silly
altectation on ours, It was an appeal to the noblest and
prowdest memories of the Freoel nation, associnted with the
Emperor’s bitterest enemies,

The Catholie chureh is inimieal to Napoleon,  She looks
with no satisfuction upon his success, and would revard his
mterference in our aflairs with exvome jealousy, Indeed, it
is fearful to think what complication of the world’s attairs
would certainly result from anyv foreible intervention on  the
part of a foreign power., It would drench the earth in
blood,  IFor come from whom 1t may, and in what form
it may, we will never submit to 1t while a freeman lives. Our
cospel on this subject is the Monroe Doetrine, without note or
comment.  And we may as well accustom onrselves to pronounce
the words and think the thought of eternal resistance to foreign
interterence m the government which Washington gave us 3 for
it will make us more ealm and steady when the blow is struck,
if it is struck at all. 1f France or England can see anvining in
the history of their former campaigns in tuds country to induce
them to try the experiment over again, they will tind us the
matural chitldren of our fathers,  But, let us hope that this is
ouly the last rod of chastisement which God, in His love, has
raised over us, that we may be brought through tear of its fall,
‘to throw aside every selfish and unholy ahin, and eonsecrate our-
selves to the truth and justice and treedom for which our tathers
fought.  We have nothing to fear but sin; as we become pure
we becone invineible,
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We shall live, my iends, to seew elortons resudt Teom this
discipline of the Almighty, This fuad shall wenin vejoice in the
sunshine ol pence nnd prosperity,  Ttis a anrden Loy set apart,
for o chosen people whose God s the Lord, s not the natural
home ol war,  Fvery bloominge tlower, nnd eolling stream, and
teeming harvest-ticld, and sheltering bay is anew prophesy of
tx future peace, Thie andertone of all this diseordant surf-
beat s 0 Glort in Fxeelsis, The blackness ot this war-clowd
tells, at onee, ot the vile vapors swhich civesed it and the sweet,
aiv which shall follow i, Aeross the briny deeps of' present
distress, I see the shnning peaks of Liberty o and

Down the dark future, through long generations,
"The eehaoinge sounds erow fiinter and then ceaso
And ke a bell, with soletnn, swoet vibrations,

I henr onee more the voice of Christ say—-" Poaee 1

f.-m.:{f'i Hett' s Poe s,



