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70 THE REP. NATIL $TACY. " i3

Sin—We, asa specinl committee a ppomted by lhEJDmt com
mittee of arrangemnents for the premt&nt occasion, do hereby, in
Ihr_half of said commiliee, tender (o Yyou our th'ml’s for your pa-
(riotic’ discourse delivered l!uu (lay ' and u.quusl a copy fnr the

P‘I'QHE. a - . e |
- Yery rcqpaclful!}, jaurs, &c. : AR

1. UCA‘: CR UINL
o WM. LORD. .
Hamilton, July 4th, 1828, AR

] * . ' » &
1 ¥ T

CE\TLIZ‘I::.N-—! atn_not insensible ofmy lm'bﬂlty to dﬁjusllce
to the important SIIbJEClE introduced in the discourse, nor of the
iinperfections unsvoidable, at least by me, in one (hus hastily
writ{en : but rélyiag on your su;,er:oljudﬂemvint in wtgard {o its
merits, and’ m'l. the hope "that it inay be a humble means to a-
waken a dmposmon among the candid part‘. of is readers {o in-
yuire more mmuialv info the nature and dt_srgn of tne inatitun
-~ tions noticed therein, under their present es t’tbllahment, I cheers

fully comply Wllh your requcqr .
' Your obndient scrvﬂnt

NA L HANII* L STACY

!

" Lucas Caaixg, & Commitlets
Wa. Lorp, Esqs, ! ! '
] !_' - 'r )

* .



Frnom the earlicst ages of Society, of which we have any res
cord, 1t has been a custom to commemorate important and inter-
egling cvents, by periodical celebrations, attended with appro<
priale cergmonies 3 by which the names, the virtues, and the

deeds of (he most active agenfs were gratefully cherished, and

handed down to posterity.

-And if ever a people were called upon to cherish the remem-
hrance of an achievement of the greatest consequence to them-
selves and to the world, we are that people.  Fifty-two times
has the carth performed her annnal revolutiongasinge America
was declared * free and independent?  T'he mffjdr part of the
heroes of our revolution, sleep with their fathers. While the
few (hat remainare teembling hike the last teaves of Autumn
ready to drop at the slighest increase of the blast, A few more
years and” we must be left wholly lo the page of history, to
fearn in detall, these wonderfu) events.—Not one will be left to
tell us of their solicitude, their foars, their hopes, their fatigues,
thetr privations, their perils aud thewr wounds,

We have met, then this day, my {viends, as an expression of
our unabating atlection to the living, and our grateful remem-
brance of the exaited worth of the departed 3 not by indulging
I hope, n nebriety and riot, but by endeavouring to awaken pa-
triclic fechings in eur own breasls, and insp.aing in the rising gen-
eration a disposition to receive with gratitude, aud a resolution
(o praserve 1mviolate, and Lo traasmit uncontannnnted  the rich
legucy bequeathed to them by their fathers.  And asit devalves
on me to address you on this accasion, [ have chosen asthe
most consistent with my prafession and teelings, 2 portion of the
divine word as a foundation (or iy discourse.

Deut. 32—3, 6. “ They have corcupled thamsolves, thrir
spot is nut the spot of hie chiddren : they are o crovked ond per-
Terse gencration. *
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"~ Do ye thus rcqmtc the Lord, O fao * peﬂpw mrr? inwise P i
"ot hs thr father that hath bﬂwkt tk- 7 ha*n hie nol nide ﬂwc,
andd sstab!zshed thee 7

In this. memorable song of the Lard Moses recounts ina highs__
ly- Gizurative. and suhhme manuer, bcfme the assembled tribeg of

Tsrael the wonderful dealings of Jehovah towards that pwnlw

And it will be seen by a carcfal examination of sacred history,
that.there is'a very striliing analoyy bulwccu ther luslm_), and

ﬂle history. of tiese statci

* Jf Tsrae) weare oppressed in a Lmﬂ (lnt had a io;}iul s.hr*m ap,
har childeen—if they weretherte required to do service 10 strange
Gods,and compelled to. feel ihe rf.,lu;tl 38 socurges. of cruel task-
thasters; our yenerable fore-fathers were doomed to saffer similar

calamities. .~ They were required, in the fand'thal gave them,
birth, to asvent to dogmas st wlm.h, their consciences vevolied,

- or be debarred the pmrllf:fres of free suhwcw of the geverament
that ought ic have secured and dvi’omhm their rights; and com-

petled to yield a tenth of thuir hord earnings to suppoit 3 hive~
ling, luxurous, and vicious prissthood, who ministered’ at altave
'."htch they eatﬁanled pmfam,. * - =
[f God pro?umd a tGeans for the e*’:‘*mcqmt-on of I&mel from.
Egyptian bondage; if he upeﬁed a passage throngh the Red-He S

for their escape—thd simne God 7 lh:i}‘mr*u e fathers with

courage, with fortitude, with confidence, to gattier r logetier their
wives mld their little mies, and seel an :13:.-..}!1..;1: fromy unpfﬂ-s-
sion. Lie bore ihw" in bis hand acress the bosom of the “wide

Atlantic—he ‘rebulked the tampest~he-taimied the surzes of .

the mighty deep; until the frail bicks, which ¢ontained. the: pre-
cious treasure feached &h:s d:smm and mf.u, ﬁrabtf; e.a.m 3-.w*we

“if God can%d tne Caﬂ’millﬁﬁu {o tremble ab thc, 1ppmach of

"Jﬁrael and-drove ont those nalions that Israel might enterinto
his promised inhieritance--the same God inspirsd térror in the

bosoms of the.savage tribus’of Amerioa it the appraich, of ow:

" ancéstors, hnd wabled thx,tn to bam & resxdemL o tlus prmm--- _,
- t;u fand of iiberty.

1 God overthrew the pursulnff 17' gyptian host, who mﬂmcef"'

*the lives and liberties of lsrael ; if ha raised upia Meses to codt -
. mence, and a Joshua 1o complete the establishaient of his peo.
. ple in the en_;uymc-nt of thetr rights and privileges—the same -

- atl pprvadlng and ail-presiding wmdc'n, when Great Britain, the

- iﬂrmer Gppre SOrS Gf our fathers, pur*«-ncd then w;th he:r awun

k
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cious, jealous and cfuel designs to monopolize their benefldl o
sippress their growing strength-and excelience, and subject thens
to hep own itmperious dictation, prepared a Warien-and a Wash-
“tnuton-for us,  Aad though like 3oses who only eninyed a pro-
plieiic cortdainty of the establithment of ‘is people ta the enjny -
meaptefl their vights and privilezes, and dicd on the (o) of Pis-
gahy the former [ell, gloriously {ell in the early day ol our gtrug-
gie- for indepaendencs, oun the memorable heights of Bunker, ou-
ly enjoying thie prelibations of that happiness yeserved Hor the
peeple wham he loved, and {or whom he devoled: his iulerest,
his case, hig hite, his ally yet Washinzton, like Joshua, -aud
supported by the same Almighty Fower, as miraculously, led on
-his armis o victery and to triwmph. -~ |

o i God save Dsrael a saered charter of rights~-if by Divine
- inspiration, he, gave them a lowy which recognised them all ag
brethren; bietrs by birth-right to Biberty and equal privilezes, for-
bidding exborlion, tyranny nod oppression among them: the
sama Goud inspired the szes of our reveluticn to dzelare with
squal exactness; n the memorable declaration of indepeadence,
that all men are craated equal 5 cndvwed by thels Creator with
certain unalienable rights, amonyg wilach are iife, Lhevty wuid thz
pursuag of happiness ' oand tinally granted thea: wisdoayv to de-

vise, and cnergy to establish a consfiidion, wsaneed chuter of
o ¥

vighis, which gaarantees these inestimdhie privite sos to cach ins

A

dividuai of the commanity-~where ne king, e soverizn dicta-

=1
tor, perpeteal or timited, can exercise unconiroled doninion
over the people ) where no aristoceatical combinutinn,or braneh
s atlowed, arrogating to themselves titles of superiar diguuy,
laiming reverence,of which they were never worthy, and hoi-
gurs that they never mierited j—~where no relizious Tesp i ade
mitted to qualify a citizen for office, and consequently, no ceele-
srastical hierarchy can be establisiwed, to dictate to the conscien-
ces, ar yrranize over the religious privileges of community —

- itstrement fraaght with' the bichest testimoaials of the di-

vine inspiration of that bright constellativn of geains who orig-

tntted it-2which stands and ever must stand, as a wonder of the
world, an. sstonishment (o Kings, aud an everlasting terror to
Lyranby, whether civil or ectelesiustical.

bsraet was blessed with great prosperity while hie coutinued
qheffllst!nt‘td the divine law.  ** Ha made bun to dide o0 the hish
places of the'earth, that might cat the hicrcase of thie field : and
- bemide biin to suck heney out of the rock and o1t 0t of the Qinty



g

krdt -

sock butier of kine and wilk of sheep, with the fat of lambs,

and rams. of the breed of Bashan, and goas, with, the fat of the
Badiseys of wheat; and thou didst drink the pure blood of the
arape.” | |

Not less conspicuous has been American prasperity.  ifty
twwo years only have clapsed, since the groans of appressed A-
migrica were s0 heard by heaven, as to obtein {rom the band of
svine Goodness the declavation of our IvperexneyNce,  Since
bzt tighe the straggle for independence has been accomplished
-—a blow menaced by anerghbouring tyrant parried-—>\ hangh-
{v priratical foe humbled. A second time has the American la-
gle been grappled to the Brefish Lion, and’he has, been horae
bleeding from the ficki: our ships now ride respected and safe,
@er every sea, and our commerce extends {o every clime—-
While we have thus been riding upon, ** the high places of the
earth,’’ and of the sea. we have been made to eat abindantly of
sheincrense of the field.  Qur population has tnereased with -
calculsbie vapidity,  Qur forests have been transformed into,
fruit{ui iields, and our deserts to populous villages, Civilization,
agriculture, arts and scienges, with ghntic strides, have pence-
trated the recesses and planted themselves in the beartof the,
at that tune, howling wilderness, |

“ Whiere nouzht was heard hut heoasts of prey,'
4 Qr uen av wild av | fterce ns taey,”

rs

1
L
1

- the debales of the siatesman, the voice of the orator, the
aong of the bord . and the hymns of christian devodion are heard
3n pleasing response {rom the numerous legistative halls, acade-
mics, colleges, schools, seminaries of learning, and churches of
worship, which have scenungly arisen by enchantment, and are
geattered every where through this extensive country. ‘That
everlasting silence that then hung with fearful gloom over this,
dismal region, only interrupted by the yell of the Indian chase,
{he war-whoop of savage barbarity, or the nightly prowhng. of fe-
rocious haasle, is new dispelled by the constant hum ot bpsiness
the whistling of the peasant, the clatteripg of fuctories and work
shops, wiicit, are the fraits of science and industry when foster-
od by frecdom. Instcad of thirteen infant colonies whe then
united and achieved our independence, twenty four manly
states now rear their towering bannera attgnded by four children
territories approaching fast to manhoed, . o

A long season of oninlcrrupted siceess and prosperily. Had a_
tendescy to corrupt Iirael, and to make him unmindlul ol they

L ™
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hand that bestowed on him the rich inheritance he possessed e
Iufforded a plavsibie prefext for an indolent, fuxurious, wicl-
cd and monopohzing pricsthood to arrogate fo themselves all
the canctily and virtee of obluining these peculinr benclits from
Divine Providence, and beuce, by obtaimug an undue ascenden-
cy over the minds of the people, pave them an opporfunify to
mitroduce the worship of stiange Gods, the fruit- of thewr own
vile smaginations ;3 Gode, vwhose moaral principles favoured
their own avaricious and wicked designs “whose attributes were
rgpe, revenge, or lust.”’?

FFor, says the inspired writer “Jeshurun waxed fut, znd
kicked ; thou oit waxen {at, thou art grown thuck, thon artcoy-
crpd with fatness s then he torsook the God that made hm, snd
lightly esteemed the rock of hissplvation.  They provokes himn
{o jenlousy with strange Gods 5 with their abeminations, prevo-
ked they bim to avger:  1hey sacrificed to devils, not to Ged ;
{o pods whom they knew not. to new gods that can.e newly ayp
whom their lathers knew not.??  lnstead of humble und watchéng
shépherds over the henisge of God, they became proud, makirg
hroad their phylactevies and enlarging the borders of their uar-
ments;and slothful,“sleeping,lving down and foving to slumbes.?
Instead of meck and futhlully instencting, comfeiting und
admonishing the people, content with their alloted inheritance
among their biethren they became “ dumb dogs that woeid
not hark™ wilhoul extravagum com,  nsationi~—they “prophesicd
for lure and divized for meney;” and ‘he that would not put in-
thetr mouths, they even prepared war agast him ! lostezd
of presenting on the altar of the Liord the pure effering of a
erateinl people, they made merehandise of the divine sorvice, —
They established a murt at the temple. at which they sold {o
the people for moncy, the lame the halt and the Wind, {torhiddess
by God to be offered) with s hich they poliuted the sacred altar
of Jehovah!  thereby wresting trom the bands of the poor the
fruits of their industry, under the most hypocritical pretences ;
and to use the langusye of the Redeemer they (urued the Aouse
of Godmto a den for thicoes .

Herein consisted the secrvet, bLut inevitable cause of (hejp
dreadful calamities and final overthiow.,  They corrupted ihe
pure precepts of thewr boly religion by ““teaching for doctrines
the commandments of men.”?  They subverted the wholesome
maxtins ol their civil polity and “made void the law by these
traditions.,”  “Iheir spot wus not the spot of bis childreg.' '~
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¥envious jealousies and clandestine. competitions embilierad
their feelings and alicnated their aficction.  Intestine discords
wnd civil commotions shook the foundation of their national
cslablistment, and left themy.an easy prey to the Romans, who
fullilled on them the divine prediction by destroying their city,
by razing their Temple to its very foundation, by scatiering
them among oll pations, and mwaking their name a liss, a bye-
word, and a proverd i all the earth. | .

Such was (ke dreadful, the alarming catastrophe of God’s -
arcient people ! and such—1I tremble~<but such must be the
disinal forebodings of these whose minds, enlighiened by the
fuithful pagesof sacred and profane history, arc enabled to dis-
cern the growing causes of such fearful consequenses, unloss
tmely and patiiotic measures are firmly and pecsevenngly in-
feiposed. X

What remains is further {o {(vace the annlogy. I approach it
with caution, but 1 doit with {irmness. ! feel a solewn respon-
© sibthty-~1 bLehold before me a rising geperation who wiil soon
suecceed to our piaces in sociefy. 'That God, who ia our Father,
weho hus created us and established us, has, in bis divine ccon-
amy made us the puardians of the rich legacies, and of the
sacred charter which bequeathes therm, purchased by the death,
aud sealed by the blood of our fathers,and we are under the most
solemn oblizations to preserve them inviolate and transmit them
anhnpaired to posteritys 3t becomes our indispensable duty
then, to serionsly examine every mensure introduced info soci-
ety ; lo anzlyze its nature; {o examine ifs tendency and its bea-
rings, that we may be able {o trace willithe most perfect ex-
aciness, all its consequencess And while we bave such ¢xam-
ples, in the history, at least of past ages, of f{onl hypocrisy in
those who minister at the sacred oltar, the sacerdotal robg
should not awe us nio **passive obedience and uonresistance
to their dictation, ner fiighien us from the most scrutinizing
examination of all their movements, and their plans. o

For, setting aside the peifidy and hiypocrisy of Jewish priests,
and passing by the history of the Pagan world, the history oi
Chiistian Rome, and . the protestant nations afford tco many
-homiliating and shocking proofs, that professing chrisfian mins
isters of religion are not always destitute of ambition, avarice,
and the most vindictive, cruel and bloody passions, ‘Fhat
while they have prolessed to be titie followers of Him, who
deglared his “kingdom was not of this world 37 who required

!
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his disciples nol o interfere with motfers of (cmpdral govern-
ment, to “be subject to the powers that be,” have uspived
1o, and obtnined the highest seats of temporal authoniiy, bave
dictated to Emperors, to Kings and to Dagistrates, the modes
of their admmistration 3 have crowned them and deposed them
at their plessure ; that, whiie they have prolessed to be gov-

erned ln the precepts of him whn taught o forgive encmies, o
bless and curse nal, lo exeicize charity and forbearance toward
the “ignorant aud those who are out of the way,” have denoun-
ced the most awlul judgements on all who dared dissent {ram
their dogmas, or their cruel edicts 3 and havefollowed with tha
most refentless ferocity the unhuppy victims of their fell res
venge., _ .

The human immagination bas been racked lo imvent ma-
chines of excruciating torture. The swords of Dishops and
Prelates have turied the ecith to an “ acoldama® and the luun-
narics of heaven hiave buen obscured by the smoke arsing from
Ahe foueral piley of heretics 1!

I is not designed to insinuate that {his is now the characier
of ministers of teligion of any denomination amony us.  No,
these ave the effects of secular power controlled by ecclestasti-
cale  And these evils, or similar and provortionate fo the extent
of the cause, have always resulted fram the wuboly and  adal-
(erots union of Chureh and State,  If such things have been,
nuder similar civcumsiances, sach things ioay be, nay, they wili
beo  Guord then with unremitting vigilance, guard 3 ye tughly
{avourcd, ye free-bory zons of Amenca, that sscred instrument
which while it lives, willsecure your civel hiberties nnd religious
nghts by torpidizing the arm of that ecctarian fanaltic, who bas
the temerity to touch i arrest in its infamy every scheme which
approximales toward a teadency (o exalt to popular favour or
patronage one scct of professore, shove another, thereby ena-
bling them to possess an extraordinary intluence over the fears,
the prejudices or the ignorance of the people.  For here mnst
begin the first spproach toward ceclesiasticaf dominalion.  And
be assured that when once a priviliged class gains an existence
even by the common consent of community, without the prop
of felepistative add 5 thiey will be prepared to exert a supernor
and improper influence ovér the minds of the rising genéra-
tion which is the gradual but only sure way to innovate upon the
constitation of your civil government, until an ecclestastical hi-

- erarchy will be esiablished, and your frecdom prostrated, But

E
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where, it wnay e asked, where is the cavze of the ak irm ? [ hava
not said there is canee bt I now enfer upaon the ) nlqzm). i en-
ter upoh the mtcrcslm{r and upportast indguiry, whetber there
he any vvidence that our ecclesiastics likke thuse of Antient fs-
sacl “have corrupted themselves 77 whether “their spol s the
spot of his children ¥ * ' g ;|

Y ou sre not to expect the evidences to appensr to you in the
opea avownl of avaricious and ambitions projects, sy more
thaw in the open disavowal of our holy r:'-iigia-n. The wolf wiil
come {o you i sheep's clothing.  Their. monopolizing sthewmes
wili appesr uider the mask of the most exalicd sanctity, and
their amibitious views must be drawn out {rom under the most
plavsible and epectous pretences of hunulity, seltdeniil ;Ifftl
alasement,

[t is too chvions (o be overlooked, that the mh!v-—todlv of
thodax chrishian world, aud [l.tﬂl(*lli-lll_} our pait of 1L in Amer-
ica, arey, and have heenforsome vearg past, makite " very great
and extraordinary exertions; exerflons winch are viewed ana
supported by many, (whose desires are doubtless pure as hght,
sivd drvinteresfed as heaven, with congratulations of joy, but by
othiers, with perhaps as spotless intentions, with some lenr.

Societies have heen orgontzed for the t)~!91 sible purpost: of
chnnstranizmyg the hmlhm and the Jew, amd woralizing the
watlid, aud to fucilitale the ace ompliznment of these iwum O
Jent objects, theolopical sennnaries v e been estublished for
the education of msstotivies and especially for the gratuifoas
iustruction of pious and indigent young men. — Fo ¢ {‘lﬂt‘l‘}[r,l:‘m
this, donations'and contributions have been solicited and obtaio.
ed, by travelling sgents appointed for that purpose, uml by the
mgamz.ztmn of nissionary sodictics in all the states, and in
nearly or guite every u!_}', fown and vlll..l__z:c: in each stale; and
Lmong all clagses of people, from male heads of f“:t*':i":c:-. ta fe-
males, youny men, yeung comen, and children to rzise funds by
munflii_) or annual contributions in moncy, clothing und proviz-
Ions, untid vast and toncicastng funds are nccumnlnted, counLiing
doubiless mithons of dodlsrs ’HIIIUu“\-. Pot are not theze mens-
ures commendable 7 Ave they not laudable -in the Lighest de-
aree.? Certaialy, if the m!mwhh-mm-{ L be the real one. B.Jt
ook a little fﬂ:{in:r, pencirate the arcanam if you can, and
it you caisnot discerny, amid these gpacions prctuwmnn, wmﬂ
evitences of the growing evils against which we admnonish.

How do these ectiools inalrnct ? Do the misstonaries, thus
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wiade, bear the spot of his (1. e. God?®s) cluldren ! How do thuey
axpuend the vast swies thua rotsed 7

{15 knowin to every one, that pure seclariznism characterizns
theze semtnnries withaul exception. That hrefore any one 13 per-
mitted o enter theiy conseerated walla as a siudent, he must
solemuly pledue himscell to support all the dovinas of the Geae-
via reformer, and 18 conseguently extremely hable to inherit much
of tha cruel feracity of by who Lot Seevetus, bebeaded Ges
ef, and spread his persecution mzmst all who dared to dissent,
cram himy wherever Los oower awd ntlaenee extended, D
izre sy pe ;H(uws af deup tmtmluv -:ml colf denial? Vo they
bl the ancizot servant of God, © wander about 1n z-imf-;Mmh
and goatskios, bete destitute, hinltlt‘td, torinented /2 Could
yoir prevail en them to o as Cloist commanded his deserpies,
“wilhont puree or cerip, or two staves 7 Mark the ouitits for

a forcign raission, their costly appendages, and thepanner of

iy

tovasy wlum there, and then answoer these questions Jor yours
sedves,  lnorespeetto the last particular, § heg leave to tros
duce one poiuluu evidonce froa the penof hie lats aminbie, 1-
noccht sna vosuspecting Harrme! I\u'fd who wint on o imisson
acith hee finsbaad, the Hev, Mreo N o Tndias She wettes from
Coaleatta, ** Yesterday sfternonn we leit our vessel, and t-'um
CO.H‘L) ¢d mma pﬂ!unf}um lluu'l*fh crowds of ”tl:"ﬂl‘)! to e, Cas
rey’s.” (A pahmlmn is a veiuele carned on the shautders of
menl) - Do Curey?s appearved hike o palace to us, e keeps
a large number of fhindoo servants.”?  Dhid our Saviour vids
i 1 palaaguin,  berne oo the shoulders of men! and p;u-ﬂ‘}l:
men 1o tis religron to make them his wentd servants 7 2 .
agmne’? says she, 1o youeselt a Lirge stone house with six lofty
3ulCIous l{uupi'r" and lodising rooms, with the sime naipber of
nnimproved rooins Lr*lnw—-—-ma.h s 1he hatldige, He s aow ad-
vaticed 1o a stle 6f Aonuier with 200C4 a H..dl'."" et it be voe
membered that D, Clarey is ;null,nuui} ISR IOITY OF e res
“hgzion of the humble Jesus! s this e spot of Tus chddren?
she gacs on, * We accepled his invitation to visit the mtum Y~
Iy Iumll al Derempore, took a boat, aud at cleven o'cloch,
next eventng reached the bappy dnt.!lmu of these friends of
Fioinsauel,  Here peace and pleoty (lm..ll, atd we alinost foge
pet that we arein a land of pagan darkuess, 'This 13 the most
delightiul place T ever saw,  ltere tue missionaries cajoy «all
the um‘jum of lite,  Sercanis are very wunereus.’?  Again, ]

ask, docs thisarties- (il bear wr talimany that these ministess
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ol religion “have coreupied themselves—That theie spat is not’
the spot of his children” 2 But after all this extravagauce and
expense, st is thought huedly possible that the vast sums raised
for missionary purposes are espended wn that cause, s true
many are cducated, but few, comparatively,very few are-sent o
the perishing beathen, or the hewildered remuant of lsrael,—
'T"here ave a host of then at preseot unimployed.  Me. Sabine
n presbyterian minister w Boston, says, in a posteripl to a sera
madn published not a great whule since, ** {n lact this part of the
Country abounds with clergymen animployed tu thetr own prop-
er way, and condescending to labour, for which thoy never were
designed, aud forwhich thete characters are tll-adapted.” Tt 13
believed, therefore Dy many minds, that vast sums raised and
constantly accumulaling, never have been and probably never
will be expunded agreeably to the ostensible objéet, but are hor-
ding up some where, beyond the reach of legislative - contrel,
even to tax for the rupport of goverament, and are resers
ved for purposecs and objects yet enveioped in mystery.

Nor 1 this mearure the only one, in which we are to loolt for
duplicity. It is truly ostonislung thal every institution pure in
argin, religious io its prafeesion, and benevolent in its vocontam-
inated opperations, must be lnid hold of by the mercenary hand
of the hypoceritical worldiing, and by calling in the aid of bigat-
tad sectariamism, and fanatical eal, prostituted to the worst of
purposes.  No- institation ever came into public view under
more plausible appearances of disinterested: benevolence,
or befter calculated to wnite the energies of wit denominationg
for itssupport, than the eatablizhinent of sncieties for the gratu-
itous disiribution of the bible among the poer. And. there 13

nopossible doubt that the motives of the original founders were

perpetually pure and disinterested.  Bat corruption found it
vulnerable. ~ She poioted out an avenue by which bigotry could
enter, 2nd turn the current of popalar favour wholly in support
of one predominant sect ; by giving them the almost . exclusive
privilege of distribution, an:d thereby placing in their hands a
kind of arfificial influence, and hence affording them-an exalt-
ed opportunity to cnforce their dogmas, while they so char-
itably presenied the bible, which, by the by, cost them nothing,
and for which they pocketed, at least, a liberal compen:zation
from the charitable contributions of a'deluded people. - She
opcned a door for avarice to monopolize extensive beacfits ; by
exaggerating upon the destitution and ignorance of families n
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respoel to the divine word, and pathelicaliy cailing on a gympa.
thetic commantty for more liberal contributions ; until preszes
are obtained. and splendid printing cstablislinents are ercited
for their accommodiation, :ynl convenience, and l\wy Bave vee
plenished every book store, and filled every mnrket with bibles,
trom the plainest to the most spleadidly executed, and are roap-
iz a nich revenue from (uads originally obtained from the pes-
ple, tor the most chavitable purposes, |

The Tears, the hopes, the ambition, and the populay feelings
of mankind ave all called into requisition, in order to sapport
uhd perpetuate these institutions, -

LIcaven is prownised as the reward of their lherality —ead.
ies3 damnation is denounced as the sure consequrace of refu-
sul.  Popular applause, and promises of support to ses ~ of ex-
alted honeur and profit in society are proffered to such as fa-
vour them. while e, who has the andacity to question the nuri-
ty of al¢ their proceedings, and the firmuness to act independent -
ly according to his own judgment, must have his name cast ont
a8 cvil—must be branded with the ignommious epithet, of her-
tlic, infidel, worse than Acathen ; and the unmovies finger of
scorn must muk bt as an object of their parsecuting de-
rision. -

But the worst is not told.  The most fearfu! and alarmine
evidences of perversion are not adduced.  The most alarming,
because aecreted. if possible, under the most plaunibie veil and
combined with the most eflicient incasures for the acconphsh-

ment of their mighty designs, | _
~Thelong indulged wish, at least, of the self-styled orthadoxy
of our country, for a national establishment of réligion, i3 too ap-
parent to be-doubted, by any candid und observing mind.  Their
dolorous groans, their vituperations. and their seltled enmily a-
gainst some of the mostactive and influentia} individuals of our
natienal council, that no. pecaliar privileges were pranted them,
inthe provisions of our federal compact. are not whotly forsot.
‘en. Nor are the exertions of the New-Eugland clergy, made
with that secrcl cavoperation and energy that in their HAagna-
tions promised them success, and led them to the delusive hope
that occasionally expased itself {rom some of their weakest and
most unguarded brethren, av the time the elder Adams filled the
chair of state, wholly errased,’'1 trust, from the wminds of ARy
in this asseenbly.  But their plans were prematare.  Americans

were enlightened onthissubject.  Phiey had leasned by wolful:
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experinnce, the ead elivets f elerical damination 5 and thaey
opposed with an inflexible and all-conquering arm their vile
machinations,

The spirit has not whally slumbereds  ** The fice, thongh
covered, has stll burned®? A moee deep Inid plan must be de-
vised. The work muat be bewgs at the vaot. An opportunty
at length presents: A Subbath Schoot springy ap 1a lingdand;
originating in the tenderest sympithics ol aar watave, fogadesd
UPOI‘: the il h_cnmjn!enl pl‘illf;tp!a:s. ihllll reCaa :.'n:li::; 1ETHE
in the strongest manner possible to (e religious patronige ol

-

every christiain.  lts object waz to suatch the children ot tie
poor—the iadigen(, necessarily conlided cvery momezal of tae
six davs in work-shops aud factertes ta cuen the bu nbie pitfance.
that supports existence, from the hand of barbarous txuarance,
and while il instructed them ia the radiaents of learaing {n s
cline (hreir minds o virtng; and by enabliny them to read, and
to understand the divine word for themselves, to exalt thew
hopes to heaven.  Sectarian compelition was oot ol the ques-
tion—parlicutar creeds were unkaown—christians of every de-
nomination, and the benevelent in every soaniety wated 10 the
work, It flourished heyond calculation ;. far 1t properly met
the ungualiicd approbation of every philanthropist. Stinitar
achools were institated in other parts of the world. Americans
adopted the plan ; aad it was, and mizht dave contiaged to b
one of the wost important and beneficial instilufions among us.
Buat the all-contaminating hand of pricst craft laid hieid o,
tarnished its fair form, and teaosformed it into the most Q!!lﬂtﬂnt
and powerful machine for the accomphishiment of 1ts mmtschcvous
purposes.  Who are so suitable as miaisbors to have the over
sizlit aad control of Sunday Sehasis?  Thetr letsure, their pro-
fession their acquaintaace with the haly scriptures, all render
them the best qualified to become the guardians and teachars of
ihese ingtitutiens.  All denominations are invited. and all de-
nominations unsuspﬁclingly enzaze—hut n_*n{rk_the [$FOLICE 3, —-
I'here is one denomination, elaining peiority of establishment
in these United States, and exerting supecior numerical torce,
and consequntly predominant popalar inflagnce over, commant-

) ’ . ~w Sy ey .y g 4 g t —
ty, who arrozate to thenselves the exclusive nght to controd.

. * " ' . r . % . - 1 .
I includa tn this view thf:;,_cungregatmml and preshyteran ue
nominations as one, Their teachers, therefore, il natr_num_u:rs,
are of their own chioosiog, and their mode of nstruchion 15 by

! ] ] ] . i. . " "-
their own special dctation.: Lvery means 1 resoried {0, o,
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bring «hildren wialer the tuttion of these (ouchiers v cry fibre
of the lwmab heattis twuched o A pathetic 'xmlc'll is made fo
matesnanl colicitnde. paternal aflections hupc, {car, prid L,ﬁh'lmt..
sid evely passicn of which hnman vature s susceplible in or-
dor to et their uiﬂﬁ{l' Wil you pesmit veur child to lose
thiz H‘Ipt:!llitzll_\, 10 aCquire anlf.uﬂe of the way of sava.
fion 70— Llan vou b so cruel to your tender aliispring as {o pre-
vent i fumu t.n;mm;,; wrhaps this only chiauce to ezcape an
vidloes hell ¥ 120 you 1ot with Lo sce bim honoured and re-

cpecttd ‘-mlr*h W 130 you rnot diend to Fu~ in,n despised
nud.necleoted by all resprctable and goead men -~ for such
he will be if Le atlend not Sunday Schinols 19— "1‘*:: 7o pot
trembie at the awful jodgement, that awasts in CONFCYHCRCe 01
vour peglect —pone hut li.t tlh-mhle, thie vicieus and infided
withhold,? &c.,

Acenis sre sent out, and are havelling throogh all parts of
vour countiy fo ertablich schools, not mmph iu such pleces as
pre less favonred with the ordmary means of instivction, but in
evety »heol district i the country, until ithe western Sunday
School Liaren alone, can couent mote than 30,000 scholars 5 and

an army of Teachers ie disciplined mn the ntted Sfales consiss

ting of thovce than 2..000,

'The mind of tan s so conslituted that impressious received
in wnfancy are nol eptirely rasible, nnd bave a greater or less in-
ﬂuvmc ot il through hle.  Hence sa 1Y'S 'inlumm:, “{ratn up
a chitd in the way he should go. and when he is olid he will not
depatrt from 1177 This dottsine is perfectly understood and du-
Iy appreciated, by the managers of Sunday Schools under their
present establishment,  There 15 no means leit uncmployed to
fucline the teader and plinnt minds of their pupids, towards the
ultimate object of theit wishes; by impressing on them the pe-
culing tenets of their sect;, by warning them ngaiust all others

~as awlully dangerous, not only to therr irhmortal happiness; but

to thoir temporal respectibility 3 by construing all passages of
sCripture o theay, so as to support their pecoliar views and im-
press on them a behe! of their incapabihty of understanding it
themselves s h} mﬁpnmﬂ thie higtiest reverence for the ministers
of therr mdm, and misionaries 1o particular, as though they were
a kind of superior beings in knowledge and wmml not sub-
ject to the ordinary fy ailties of hm‘mmzl_). and by their influence

with the Lhivine l.:un;*;, had alimost the whole destiny of immor-
tal spirits un der their coutrol, :

-
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Lel il not be said that they attempl not to indoctrinate the
rinds of ¢hildren into their peenliar creeds 3 and <o dictate {5
thieir consaiences.  Why then these haboured doctrinal exposi-
tions of seripture to them ? Why their Féctures, (for they have
preaching very frequeutly,) aoll fraught 'with the nveleries of
their doctrives 2 Why ave their immense libraries of tracts and
boofse, which must be read by the children as preminems for
scholarehip, all hlled with theirdogmas ?  Why do they ahound
with so many woudetful stores of thedivine power of missions
artes 7 And above sll why 15 there a missionary instifntion
comivcicd with the Sunday behool establishment from which
Sunday School missionaries are sout ot (o ex8mine, to lecture,
and to mstruct these chitldren 2 Aud why must all these without
a single exception be Calvinist 7 1t 1s now to late to make any
such pretensions.  But to put it out of sll dispute 1 beg leave o
introduce one quotation from the report of the American Suns
day Scheol Union:  Whilst the committee {ecl the importance
of the responsimlity they assume of becomung dictators to the
conscrences of thousands, of immorte! beings, on the grest and
all:itnportant subiect of thy welfare of their souls ; whilst they
dread the consequences ol uvltering forgeries, or juving thew
sanction to reisveptesentations of the glorious {ruths of the gos-
pel, they are not backward to become responsible arbiters in these
noints, rather than tamely issuc sentiments, which in their con-
sciences they believe to be false, or inconsistent with the spirit
of divine truth, bowever recommended. by thie naines of 1llustri-
ous samts, or the sanction of the most evangelical and benevo-
lent socicties.’” What.mote ia wanled lo open theeyes of come

munity 7 Here U.c commitiee tell youin unequivocal terms that

“ they assunte the responsibalily of dictating lo the consciences af
thousands of immertal beings 7 But after all, it is not surpri-
sing. not unnatural, nor impropet. that tnen honestiy posseséing
a particolar beliel, should endeavour, by all liberal and charita.

‘ble means to extend the knowledge and . belief- of their peculbiar

sentimeénts. . ltonly becomes improper and alarming, when they
attempt, by an iliiberal misrepresentation of the dectnine and
¢haracters of others, 2nd by an untiring and vindictive system of
exclusion and proscription sgainst the liberal part of commum-
{y, by laying hold. of, and fostering every popular excitement,
however unreasonsble and disorganizing in its tendency, o co-

. ercethem into acquicsence with theircreeds nnd their dictations,

] know {hey claim, and they huve a’constitutionsl right to or-

—
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ganize and support societies for religions and benevolert purpe-
ges: | am gled of it; wor would I, if | had power, place une
straw in their way, but would defend these privileges with cve-
sy energy 1 postess, Dut when we see in cerlalu measures au
undeviating design to wrest these privileges {ron oihers—--when
we sec plans adopted, and progressing, which 1 not crushed.
will ultimately accamplish that design, 1512 a0t fime {o sound
the tocsin of alarm 7 and strive {o awaken the people to a geonsc
of theirdanger before it is too late!  Iis preposierous (o arge
that there is no possibility, and consequently there can be o
design to establieh a national creed.  Send your children a iittle
longer to these schools——put. them a httle scason longer undev
the taition of these institutions aud the guidance of their pubii-
cations—Ilet their vamly be pampered by a few more marks of
pecnhar distinctions, by their inginuating guides : march then a
foew more times in pompous procession at Sunday School cele-
bratious ; and then Gl your legislative balls, and yeur national
capital, and your presidential chair, and all tmportont oflices
with men educsted in Sunday Schoole, who haveurown up with
all the prejudices there nbibed, and you will find it will be no
difticult malter to alter your constitation of government and ac-
commodate it to a national creed.  Bat a wise Providence has
fortunatcly so ordered tt, that the managers of these \astitulions
tn their present form, should gain such confidence in the per-
manency of their establishment, as to embolden them to make
for themseives, un unlitnely, but for comrounity a timely disclo-

s of their seceet designs, Mr. Aikin, pastor of the first

preebyterian society in Utica, wu an address delivered before
the Sunday School socicties in that place, a year ago this day,
gays, speaking of the Sabbath Schools, * [t begins at the founda-
tion and by laying this deep and strong, prepares the way for a
sypersiucture that cannot be casily shaken—apgain he says,
“I have been surprised to see the apathy of our enlightencd
statesmen upon the subject of Sunday Schools. | have been
surprised that they secin to look upon them only as a rciginus
institution, when o 45 so plain that thewr political energy must
very soon, if it increases with the same ratio it has for tifteen
years past, totally regencrate our legeslatures and the very halls
of Congress !’ and now hear him boast of the certainty of this
change——this “ regeneratien :>! but perhaps bis exultations may
be premature: *in some cazes itis well that this blind apathy ex-
istg, forinstead of it might have been oppeettion,  Fhd i ts now
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fog late L cppose. 3t bas been wisely ordered by divine pi‘m*i-
Jence- that this httie rivulet should fRow sileatly along until it
has acquired the slrenglh and majesty of the ocean, and bidg
gefiance {0 the gates of hell?? Compare this with other publica-
tions {rom the same order of people and lcarn what s ypeant

by thie * regencration, if you please.  De. Ely, of Philadel-
~ phia in a discovrse delivered on the same day as the above,in

that city, suys, 1 propose fcllow citizens, a newy sort of un.
io1, or if you please o christion party in politics, which I am ex.
treaiely anxtous all good mun in oyr country should yoin'y not

Dy subscribing a coustitution, and the formation of a new Soci-

ety, but by adopting, avowing and determiving to act upon truly
religious principles in ull civil matters.”®  ‘What does Dr. Ely
mean by “ acting upon truly religious principles 1 ¢ AN says

e, “ whoprofess to be christians ought toagree that they wiil
support nie man as a candidate for oflice, who 1s not” prolessedly

friendly to christianity.” = What are we to uaderstand, Dr. Ely
mecaus by being fiteadly to christianity.? lle answers, ** our
Presudesits, Secretaries, of Lthe Government, Senators and other

“representatives in Congress, Governors of Stales, Judges, State
- Legislators, Justices of the Peace and city Magistratas, are just

zs much bound as any other in the United States {o e orthodos
i thetr fuith And whea it is iemembered that Dr. Ely is a
calvinistic presbyterian divine, and when itis known that in this
vory discoutse be raalks - Socntians with deists and infidels (and
from the very nuture of his remarks, 1t 1s perfectly obvious, that
i1 considers ull as Socinians and enemies to chirstianily who
in any respect deny the supremne divinily of Christ, orin
other words wha dissent from the athanation doctrine of the
trinity ;) end swhen itis furlher known that in tlus very dis-
course, he calls all, who do not belong to some christian (. e.
orthodox) commumty infidels; it will be clearly seen that by
sacting upon purely religious principles® according to the plan
of the Rev, Dr. would be to proscribe indiscriminately all who
darcd to dissent from Ais creed. %l am {ree,’”” says the Dr o
avow, that other things being equal, I would prefer for my chief
magistrate and judge and ruler, 2 sound presbyterian.”

~if you necd any further testimony to prove their unhallowed
designs, to pave the way to a pational religious establishment,
(notwithstanding Dr, kily’s attempt, 1n'a publication recently
handed about, to cover this designs,) you may have it in a cire
cular, written gome two or {hree years apo. by some of those

1
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watchful guardians of their cause, and circulated privately fot
a season arong the {aithful, desigued to call their cnérgies iuto
co-operation, but afler a while found its way to the public

eye.  Flearil: ¢ While we witness such concert among the

higher orders of Seeiely, as {o religious worship, with a favour-
able dispozitioweto the distribution of religious tracts, proper-
ly composed,we have good right te conclude it will issue ina
wise NATIONAL ¢rerb. and that the most plous and enlightened
men in our coundry, will see the impropriety of sending out
misstonaries and divines to preach the woird of lifey with discor-
dant and conflicting views.,"?  Hear it again: ** It is the force
of cirvcumstances we have been speaking of)” (the circumstan-s
ces nlluded {o, are the enlisting moral and religious, and conse-
quently numerical force in the cause of religion, [i. e, orthodoxy]
and all the opposition of infidelity, (recollect who Doct. Ely
ranks as wfidels) will be borne down and overpoiwered,)) “which
has produced the sstabdished religion of England—the choice of
its people~—(a singular choice, made by being © lioima down and
vverpowered,”) and which is necessary to its peace-—the sccurity
of tts government, and the strength of the nation.  Whata
beneficial influence it would have on public sentiment, and feel-
ing, if the index of its character should be distinguished by a
more nalional coctume, which would be solemn and tmposing,
and such as would secure to the sacerdotal character, that rev-
erence which i1s due to it.?  T'bis language needs no comment,

,ffl:tj_sfpea!{s unambiguously its own ieaning; and declares une-
qutvocaily the wishes and designs of the sect, the parly ta which

it belongs : and we need not say, that it 1s in perfect accordance
with the testimony before adduced. |

T'o lacilitate these operations, and as a neccssary appendaye
to this mighty and artfully constructed machine, extensive print-
ing establishments are erected under the divectien of the * na-
tiona! T'ract Society’ from which they i:ssue probably more
than 2 muillion of publications aanually, all directed to the sup-
port of the same religious creed,  And no means are feft unem-
ployed, (1o nse their own words) “ to place them n the hand of
evyry child who 13 able to read,?” and to introduce them into
cominon schools; and thus raise up a generation, disciplined,
and marshalled, and prepared for their service.  § ask zpain,
my {riends, do you sec in all this no cause of alarm ? llave you
witnessed, the violent exertions made at the fast scssion of
the Yennsylvania legislature to secure ihe legislative awd, by ob-

-
b
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taining the incrrporation of the A, S. S. Union, and-the angry
tnvectives, and threats, that the-vejection of that bill produced
from one of the ost eniinent-clergymen of that order in the
state, against the majorily of the senate,: without any emotion ?
Arve there yet evidenves wanting to prove thut ‘“they have cor-
rupted themselves —that their spot 13 not ths, spot-of his child.
ren 7 and may we not ask in the pathetic lauguage of our text,
*Doye thus requite the Lord 7 Oh foolish people and unwise !

Liet the people fold up their arms a little longerand say there
1s no danger-—let them continue to be galled by the unblushing
and untireg system of beggury which every where prevails thro?
our country, for the support of these institutions j l.et the dis-
sentmyg denominalions of Clristians, who bave equally-ay divine
and as constitutional a'vight to the free enjoyment of their faith
and modes of worship, continue to be-influenced, by the i’
speeches and flattering words? ' little louger, to grant them
their patronage 5 and it needs not the spirit of prophicey to dis-
cern that they have forged manacles for their own hands, and
rivetted fetters upon their own feet, whichy' chain them fatally
{o the carof clerical despotism! that they have furnished =z
mine, which, atone tremeundous explosion will bloiv up the  fair
temple of your {reedom ! * | |

Say not, think not by alf this that I am unfriendly to Sunday
Schools. | No, let them - return ta their primitive purity,. free
them from the trimmels of Sectarian control, expunze theirsdis -
braries of romunlic, calvanistic tracts, turn ~out your fanati¢al.
Sunday School Missicnaries, stop your pride-pampering and
vanity-inflating Sunday School cetebrations nud processions, and
I will exert my feeble abilities and inflaenee in support of them.
But do this, aud you will see the -zeal of those pious supporters
of Sunday Schools abale very fast. | - |
itis well snid by Mr. Aikin, ** that intelligence and virlue
form the basisof every goveriment that is destined loug to exist.
sufelligence alone is not sufficient.  You may make a people
learned, but unless they are virtuous they can tieither be safe,
nor great, nor happy 5 and they cannot be virtuons without reli-
gion.”’  But it must be ari-inteligence ‘that flows through a
channel uncorrupted - by bigotry—an - intellizence concern-
ing-men 53 well as - things-—an intelligence that will  ena-

ble one to detect the hypocrite, under the speciois garb that he

wears, and distinguish the truly patrioti€, and purely religious .
from the painted impostor. It must be ‘a virjue: that expands

N
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the neart wnn aamnpartial recognition of the just and equal
privileges of each individuai, in mattera of constience, in _pro-
fesaions of faith and modes of worship., [t must be a rehgion
that consists, not wholly in sblemn professions and pompous
ritualz ; but a relivion that, by recognisiny God as the common
Father and benefactor of our race, inspires filial reverence and
unshaken coafidence in Abn, and {raternal benevolance - toward
all meny and produces that practical morality,which James calls
pure and undefiled religion 5 “{u vist the fatherless and widow
in their affliction, and keep himselfunspotted from the world.
Would you “requite’ with gratitude “your Father who hath
creaiéd von, who hath bougit yon and cetablishied you, for lhe
inestitnable blessings of civil and religious liberty ? would yoo
preserve them, and  fransmit (hem safely (o postenly 7 arrest
in their progress these aati-vepublican and anti-chinstian meas-
ures. Cresent a fearless and andunated frout against the clan.
destine machinations of that secret foe, more dangerous than
the “pestilence that walketh at noon day,” who would innovate
and subvert the very lirst principles of your federal compact.~-
fincourage every proper means fo diffuse the genisl rays of sci-
ence throughout every part of community—-instruct your chil-
dren early in the first principles of republican policy—iaspire a
patriotic zeal in their tender minds, by recoanting to them the
deads of their revolutionary fathers~~tuculcate habits of 1adas-
try, prudence, cconomy and sobriety-~~{rain their minds to vir-
“iue by giving them an early acquaintance wih the unadultera-
ted word of God, and the pure maxims and precepts of the gos-
pel of Chnst—keaep them {rem Sectarian prejudices and antip-
athies ;: and in the election of your legislators and oflicers of
government, let not party zeal blind your cyes to the great in-
terests of freedom—A4ll youllgherislative halls, and your oflices
with men of ability and intelligence—men of patrioiie, republi-
can and liberal sentiments--frown the illiberal bigot and the
haoghty aristecrat from your political favour, and your work 1is
dene,  “Your children shall rise up and call you blessed,”—-
‘The star-spangled baonner of your freedom shall continue to
wave as an nviting beacon, (o the oppressed of every nation,
fromy the storms and tempests of Lyranny to 2 haven of peace;
and puarded by divine wisdom, shall proudly teiumph, when the
‘blood-stained standards of civil and and ecclesiastical despots
shall unfarl no more,
. PHRE END.
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