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AN

ODRATION.

My Civi. FatTusrs Axp BRreETHREN,

ON this interesting occasion I ad-
dress you, by particular request, not in my profes-
sional chavacter, but as one of youy fellow-citizens.
who with you has enjoyed, and knows how to ap-
preciate the pm ileges of freedom and independence
won by our atllclq and must equally suffer in
the sufferings and dcu-mdntlon ol our commen
country. 1 way therefore enjoy the privilege, en-
joyed by other men, of expressing my sentiments
without reserve ;3 {ramelled neither by fear, nor af-
fection.

This anniversary presents {o our minde a group
of interesting subjects for contemplation.  Our na-
tional mtlepuldulcc, with its attendant priviieges,
furnishes a theme of praise to that kind Provi-
dence, which shielded us in the day of baitle and
gave us a distinguished triumph over our focs.
While our dcchmna prosperity, our mnational de-
basement, and the dark prospect daily thickening
wnth glbum, furnish a tale of sorrow, that :111'13-..
the joys of this onec hright and happy day.

Propriety forbuls our dwelling upon the great
things achieved by our fathers, fo the uwlect of
the. ':sllhsequtllt fortune and present st tate of om
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couniry, and the means by which existing evils may
be remedicd. While with gratitude and pleasure,
though mingled with regret, we are to remember
what we once were 5 for a right divection of our
energies and our politiezl safety, we must learn
what we now be, however painful the lesson to onr
feelings.

'The separation of these States from our mother
country, and their rising to the rank of an independ-
ent nation, was an important event in the political
world, and an object we purchased at a great price.
Denied a representation in the Knglish Parliament,
and still subjected to taxation, without vur consent,
was the first ground of our complaint, and the lead.-
ing prineiple of final separation. After employing
humble entreaty, respectful petition, and manly re-
monstrance in vain; we met their arbitrary en-
croachinents with the spirit of freemen and weapons
of war, apon the just principle of self.defence.
This Commonwealth has the honor of being first in
the struggle for equal rights,  Yes, this rebellious
State is the cradle of American Liberties 5 and may
we not indulge sanguine hopes. that she will never
see them die, without first making oue sirenuous ef-
fort to snatch them from nntimely death.

Though at first we were engaged in the unequal
contest alone, vet the spirit of the colomies, their
arms and fortunes soon became one. A determined
resisiance, between hope and fear respecting the fi-
nal result, was general.  The spivit and persever-
ance with which the affalr was pursued, rendercd
it a long and expensive contest.  Many of our fel-
low-citizens sealed the righteous caunse with therw
blood 3 even many of onr most valiant and  worthy
men lost their lives in defence of therr families
and the liberties of theivr  country. Their widows,
their children, theiv friends could tell us their
worth,while they bedew theiv memory with tears of
priel.
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In the weakness of our national iufancy, without

n disciplined militia or milifary storves, without reve-
nue or pecuniary resources, and even without an
efficient government to call foriti and concentrate the
fechle energies of the country, we were subjected to
peculiar embarrassments aad distress, and compared
with our means, burdened with enormous debt, that
serionisly threatened our safety. after having achier-
ed our Independence. ‘Though at a great prlcc and
with extreme diffienlty, we purchaaed our liberties,
yet the acquisition of the object, so precious and m-
valuable, compensated for all our toil and solicitude,
for all our treasure and blood. When under the
auspices of the God of armies, and the conduet of
W asHINGTON, that wisest and greatest of men, the
American revolntion was b‘ruu"‘hf to a pleasing
result, it was ardently <desired and reqqumhl}, ex.
pectcd that we should have wisdom and patriotism,
at least for one generation, to preserve our liberties
and maintain our Indcpendcnc ~—that the rich in.
herifance won by our fathers’ valor, and purchased
with their blood and treasure, would be transmitted
to our unborn race.

«  Bat has our national Iudependence been honora-
bly maintained? Have we respected ourselves and
cherished our inferests, amidst the confliets of {or.
eign nations and the intrigues of their Conrts 7 Have
we maintained an independent neutrality, when im.
periousiy demautded by the good of our covnivy, and
sceured the best advantages wnich the times and
circumstances offeved ¥ IT we have sacrificed our
own interests, and oppressed and  qestroyed ou
arowing commeree, by  which we were hccnn'm"’
wealthy and ﬂ*le‘u-—li we have blasted the l.opc
of our Lni(‘rpn?nl“‘ and worthy citizens, as well as
dvqtr(wcd their ipeentives (o mduatrv, merely {o
Lumble the pride of England and second the ambi-
tinus views of Bmmpmtﬁ + we have basely laid our
independence at the foot of that fyrant’s throne, and
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pariicipated in the guilt and consummate foily of at-
terapting o give him universal empire.

Nations have generally used their power, as
though power were right. That we have been ir-
repairably injured by the leading belligerents of Eu-
rope, 1s unquestionable. "That they have adopted
measures to secure their own interest and retaliate
upon each other, regardless of neutral rights, meas-
ures that will admut of no justification, is a solemn
truth. No apology shall be admitted for eitner;
but still the following difference is remaikable.

'The British Adwministration, however unrighteous
has generally transacted lier concerns in open day,
and every power, with whom she has bad inter-
course, knew whether to calculate upon her {riend-
ship or her enmity. While dupiicity and intrigue
have been characteristics of the French Cebinet
from the dawn of our revolution. Full of friendly
professions, she has carried envy and malice in her
bosom and a hidden dagger by her side, that, in some
unsuspected moment, she miglit immolate the de-
fenceless States, and even her allies, upon the al-
tar of her ambition. Napoleon himsélf, with his
iron foot ; bas ground te dust, or insultingsy kicked,,
from his presence, those fawning powers, which
have eagerly catched the drivellings of his loving
professions.

¥For the trath of this gereral observation, respeci-
ing the political character of the belligerenis, I refer
my fellow-cilizens to the following particulars.

When England would subdue us to her pleasure
in our revolution, she came against us like an opern
and avowed cnemy : While France, under strong
professions of love, encouraged usin the struggle with
dissembling promises, till our successes ensured onr
final triumph without her assistance. She then lent
her aid with the real design of dismembering the em-
pire, cripling the strength, and humbling the pride
of her rival 5 while she might bind these States to

»
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herself as dependent colonies, instead of rendering
them an independent nation.

When in the treaty of peace, England would al-
low us the Eastern Fisheries, and fix the Misissippi
and the Lakes, the western and north-western boun-
dary of our realm, France, fearing ourfuture growth,
and still hoping to make us a prey, under profes-
sions of friendship, would have artfully curtailed
hetit our privileges and territory, had it not been for
the vigilance of our able ministers. Therefore the
peace of 1783, which invelved an acknowledgment
of our national independence, and secured to France
a peeuniary compensation for her services, was {o
cancel all the obligations of America, and bury forev.
cr her enmities toward England and her partialities
for France, and leave her standing upon the high and
avnorable ground of independence, to act in future
rmergencies as her interests required.

Having tasted the sweets oi liberty, we beheld
the French vevolution of “89, with pleasing expecta-
tions, and hailed it as the dawn of a bright and glo-
rious day in Europe, when the rod of the oppressor
would be broken and the oprressed go free.  But the
illusion was short.  Whea the revolution became a
furious storm, and thouga unmanageable by wise,
still wildly ruled by faithless and bloedy men, de-
molishing social, civil, and sacred institutions, bidding
defiance to heaven, and buryiag in one indiscrimin-
ate ruin men of rank, tnfluence, and worth, we Anew
that this was not the-liberty that Wasuixeroy had
bequeathed to his sons. As if we could never dis-
charge our obligations for lier services, and were to
be held her eternal vassals, she sent her ministers
with commissions, that supposed our servile subjec-
{ion to her will, and our humble devotion to her in-
terests.  “This attack upon our independence was
firmly resisted by the father of his country, whom
e people  had happily delighted to bonor with
e highest teast in the nation. The next  attack
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was made by assailing the virtue of our special en-
voys, to obtain a tribate to replenish her exhausted
treasary, which she had the good fortune to seeure
under another name, by Mvr. Jefferson’s memeorable
purchase of Louisiana, an unwieldly and useless ap-
pendage to the United States.

What evidence stands upon record in the secrets
of the cabinet, that our servile aid has been E&edg&d,
and our independence bound to the altar of Napole-
on’s ambition to De sacrifised, I will not presume to
conjecture. But the friends of peace, for the pur-
pose of undeceiving the public and saving our belov-
ed country from impending ruin, would contribute
millions, for a fair exhibition of the diplomatie cor-
respondence between France and Amertca, for the
last twelve years. Nothing of this correspondence
hut garbled extracts, have ‘e ever been permitted
to see ; while every syllable ef that between us and
Great Britain, has been presented to the public.
Way this difference in the cases 2_Ov why this sup-
pression of an imporiant correspondence respeeting
the vital interests of the nation, for so many years,
when so much desired ;—Why 7 if there be no hid-
den iniquity, that would alarm the public mind and
consign its authors to merited infamy ? Suceh contin-
ued secresy excites jus? suspicion : And in the pres.
ent ease, this suspicion is greatly strengthened in the
public mind, by the consideration that Mr. Madison,
as well as his predecessor in office is understood to
be a naturalized citizen of France.

Some particular events and striking coincidences
aflord a comment, unfortunate i for our Administra-
tion, upon certain of thelr njeasures, strongly inti-
mate an obsequlousness to I‘f apoleon’s will, while
they glaringly show that uur;indepcudence has not
been honorably maintained. |

In November 1807, the French minister of foreign
affairs, directed a letier to Mr. Avmstrong, in which
Le told him, ¢ that all complaints with respect to
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France would cease,if ihe government of the United
States would take part with the continent in their
system of war upon English cemmerce.” On the 17th
of the cnsuing month, Bonaparte issued the Milan
decree : And in five days afier this decree was issu-
ed, our first embargo act was past. By this, in obe-
dience to ber tyrant’s will, we nnited with France
against KEngland. Vo cover the real design, it
was alledged that the cmbarge was luid to save our
defenceless shipping from the fatal effects of the
belligerents’ decrees : And in proof of it, all our
trade with Canada was prohibited 3 as though our
nerchant-men and the British navy sailed upon the
dry iaud and traversed the wilderness, as well as
the ocean. Forbidding our trade with Canada, per.
fectly explained the views of our government as a
party in the Eurvopean contest. Accordingly we soou
hear Bonaparte commending the measure, as desigo-
ed solely against Kingland ; as he has since commend-
ed our war. Why are these things so—why do all
cur measures meet the feelings of that usurper, if,
with relation to the belligerents, our transactions
have been conducted upon fair and equal ground,
and in an honorable support of eur national char-
acter ?

With relation to our impartiality toward the bel-
ligerents and an honorable support of our national
sovereignty, what shall be said of the President’s
Proclamation of the 2nd. of Nov. 1810, certify-
ing the repeal of -the Irench decrees, when the
act of repeal bears date, Apnl, 1811, and was never
brought forth into light, till May, §S12 7 As to its
bearing upon this subjeet 3 what shall we say of Bo-
naparte’s declaration to his senate, the very month
Congress confirmed the President’s proclamation,
that the Bevlinand Milan decrees should be the fun-
damental laws of his empive ? Did he mean to tnform
England in the face of Mr. Madison's proclamation,
that those decrees were notl revoked. and to convincee

)
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her of the truth, did he instruct his public ships to
plunder and burn our merchantmen upon the high
seas, and his courts to condemn those taken by his
truisers, upon the principle that they had violated
the decrees, which Ai3 minister, and our President
had declared to have been repealed ?

What shall we think of his refusing an authentic
act of repeal, when requested by our minister, and
when so pressingly necessary to deliver Mr. Maudi-
son from his dilemma, to silence the muriurs of the
American people, and to convinee the British cabi-
net that the French decrees were actually revoked ?
Upon this refusal, and in view of the continued ope.
ration of these decrees, did not the nonor of the ad-
ministration, combined with the safety, the interests,
and independence of the nation imperiously demand
a prompt and public revocation of the President’s
proclamation ? Such astep might have preserved him
from the disgrace which now atlaches itself to his
character, as a humble servant to his majesty, and
saved our country from this humiliating and destruc-
tive war. But this ground was too honorable and
mdependent for the servile spirit of the times. Un-
fortanately for our Administration, the President’s
proclamation is predicated upon the repeal of the
Frencn decrees ; while this act of repeal, dated six
months after, is predicated upon the proclamation
and a subsequent act of Congress. 1If any one will
explain this jumbled affair, and reconcile it with hon-
or, truth, and houesty, both in the Emperor and the
President, he will do both his Majesty and his Ex-
cellency an essential serviee.

Provided the French Emperor withheld his re-
pealing deeree for more than a year after it was
made, while he authorized depredations upon our
commerce, according to the spirit of his obnoxious
cdiets, we ean easily read his motives. e was
confiddent that the English Government would not
repeal their orders in council until sueh an aunthen-
tie instriment of the revocation of his own decrees
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was furnished : And thatthis delay on their part,
would furnish the United States with a specious pre-
text for declaring war against Great Britain; and,
indeed compel thein to the dreadful measure, in
view of the public pledge they had given.

But if, as stated by Bassano io Mr. Barlow, Bo-
naparte’s act of repeal, at the {ime of its date, was
delivered to Mr. Russel, and also sens to Mr. Serru-
rier, tobe communicated to My. Monroe, and by him
to the President, but was never brought forth from
darkness, till affairs were in a sure train for war
with England, then our men in power have chosen
war rather than peace, and picked a quarrel with a
power that will humble their pride.

As soon as the decree of the Emperor, revoking
his injurious edicts, was presented to the DBritish
cabinet, they immediately removed their orders in
council, and relinquished their principles of hlock-
ade. But unhappiiy, a few days previous, our ad-
ministration took the fatal plunge, seemingto fear,
lest every pretext for war would be removed.  Just
when Napoleon with a mighiy army, with all the
strength and flower of his empire, was ready to in-
vade Russia, and by fire and sword to compel her to
pursue the continental system of commereial hostili-
ty against England, we stepped forward in hostile
array to inerease his gigantic strength, and to ensure
him vietory over his foes, more righteous than him-
self. 'Who can view these events 1n their order and
connection, and consider these remarkable coineit-
dences between the measures of the French govern-
ment and our own, and not be convineed of our fa-
tal partialities, and feel mdignant, that we have
thus foolishly commiited ourselves and exposed our
most precious interests, instead of maintaining the
honor and promotivg the prosperity of the nation ?

The ostensible object of the non-interceurse, and
the overture made to the belligerents respecting the
repeal of their unvighleous decrees, complelely in-
volved the sentiment, that the orders in council were
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the only serious ground of complaint against
England—the only subject of controversy that could
lead to war, and that were these removed we
should be upon terms of friendly intercourse. - Isay,
this sentiment 1s the prominent featurc in the prope-
sition made by the Administration to the belligerents.
Why then, upon receiving the intelligence of the
revocation of these orders, and before hostilities were
commzenced upon the part of England, did not our
rulers settle a peace, unless 2t all events, determined
upon war © A peace, I say, upon more honorable
and advantageous terme, than we shall ever have the
good fortune to obtain, when we have exhausted
our strength, und lavished thousands of lives and
millions of treasure.

‘When one subject of complaint is removed anoth-
er is casliy found if nailions wish to contend. From
time immemorial, Englaud and France have exer.-
cised the right of searching neutral vessels upon the
high seas for their own seamen. In some cases
they have abused their power, and either knowing.-
ly or by mistake, pressed our native born citizens ;
still they have never claimed the right to take them,
and have uniformlv discharged such as were claim-
ed upon proper evidence that they were Amevicans.
Ourrulers are to be justified in their complajats a-
cainst England for abusing the right of search 5 and
Iingland is to be justified in her complaints to our
government, for alluring her searen into our service.
Before we make warupon England for taking our
men, we ought to do her justice by excluding Brit-
1:n scamen from our merchant vessels.  Then we
might urge cur complaints at the point of the sword,
and appeal to heaven for the righteousness of onr
cause. But without this measure, we claimed the
privilege of having all our vessels exempted from
scarch upon the Liigh seas, and to support this claim
we professedly continue the war.

But for whose protection and interest is this war
continned ? Not for ihe protection of our native
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seamen 3 for thoy are never knowingly claimed by
the. Engiish government, and comparatively few are
taken by their officers.* We cannot suppose a wise
administratiun would risk and sacrifice so many
lives and advantages as are lost in the war, to recti-
fy this wrong. While all the commercial States
in the union, from whence are three fourths of our

seamen, are most deeply injured by this war, and
with united voice and mingled tears plead for
peace.t And why should we endanger our ecoun-
try, and spill the blood of our own citizens, for the
protection of Dritish seamen ; whose services we do
not need 3 whom, remaining inour bosom, indeed,
we would shield, but to whom, venturing upon the

high seas and Into foreign ports, we neither owe,
nor will we guarantee our protection ?

And why should we deny to the belligerents the
right of search, since under a change of circumstan-

ces we should elaim it onrselves, and since Iingland

declares herself willing to indulge us in the exercise
of the same right.

When these days of infatuation shall have passed
away, under another WasuniNcToN who will arise
to cherish our comimerce and fostera growing navy ;

in distant prospect we behotd our country rising to
he the first commercial nation in the world, and by
her maratime strength riding mistress of the seas.

* The statements which make the number of eiir own scamen, press-
ed into the British service, and still kept in bondage, to be no less
than from 6,000 to 20,000, arc a gross exaggeration for party purposes.
Believing this statement correct, the hearts of many of our citizens
have boiﬁ:d with anger toward England, while they i;:we cried for war
to avenge the wrong, and liberate our oppressed seamen. If ] under.
stand Lord Castlereagh’s <tatement in his speechat the late session of
Parliament, the greatest number of our sailors that could be in their
service, either ot choice or by censtraint, and who could be proved to
be Americans by birth, was about 850, Mr Taggart’s examination ot
the subject gives a different result, making the numberonly 116,

+ Itserves to excite the risibles of considerate men to hear gentlemen
from the western States, who perhapshave never seen saltwatcer, and
own not a cent of property in shigping, or aboard our merchantmen
ruvinglr' declaim on the flgor of Congressin support of the war, for
the rights of our seamen and the interests of commerce ; while the

States most deeply concerned in this subject, know the war to have a
most deleterious infiuence upon theirinterests,
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Under wise and virtuons rulers and the smiles of
Providence, such an event is not improbable. 'With
this change of circumstances, let us sunpose
England to give her seamen double the wages
we allowour own. 'T'he influence of this allurement
induces thousands of our sailors toenter her service.
They are daily deserting our vessels and leaving our
country, By legislative interference we attempt in
vain to prevent the growing evil 3 and in vain we
remonstrate  against the employment of our seamen
in the British service. What shall be our remedy?
The very measure of which we so loudly complain,
and for which we are involving our country in deep
distress. Our public ships must be instructed to
search British merchant vessels upon the high seas
and take our ownmen ; unless we could have the
fullest assurance, that they had excluded from their
service, our native citizens. No other measure
could secure the inierests of our country, or preserve
our declining navy from extinction.—A measure,
however abused, is dictated by socund policy and
supported upon the principles of righteousness.

But whose mark does this war carry in its fore-
head 7 What areits prominent featnves ? And what
will be the gain to this eountry, if ve suceeed in ev-
ery respect, according to the avowed wishes of its
advocates ? '

Is it a measure strictly American? Does it not bear
the impress of Napoleen’s hand ? Is it not a party
war, in which we side with one of the belligerents
to oppress and injure the other, who has done us no
greater wrong ? JNNot as Krance declared for America
1n our revelution ;3 she did it for her honor and prof-
it, but we are doing it to our disgrace and ruin.
Our commerce and revenue are already saciifised,
our expenses are swelling, burdensome taxes are
just falling npon our shoulders, a series of disasters
has followed onr forces for the conquesi of Canada.
'Though a continent has heen armed against that qui-
et and defenceless provinee they have made no im-
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pression but to increase her strength. Nothing have
we gained, while honor, territory and lives, we have
lost. At all this expense, we have not purchased
cven a distant prospect of making Canada a con-
quest, or bringing England to our terms. Almost
every step we have taken has darkened the prospect
and disgraced our arms. Of nothing can we glovy,
but the several successes of our little navy ; and are
these, though they display the gallaniry of our sea-
men, sufficient to enstamp this war wilh honor ¢

Isit a well-timed war, a measure for which we
were in such readiness as to promise security te our-
selves and defeat to the enemy ? For an answer t{o
this enquiry, look to the state of our counfry. 'The
comizencement of the war found us without a regu-
lar and disciplined army of even two thousand men
ready to invade the enemies territory ;3 which fifty
thousand would have heen unable to subdue.—
Without a naval force, but a few frigates and sloops
of war, for the defence of our merchantmen and a
sea hozed of more than a thoasand miles extent.—
Without a single seaport in a state of competent de..
fence—and by reason of the long continued restrie-
tions upon our commerce, withont a cent of money
to meot the expenses of the war, which will
probably amount t-, thirty millions a year. 1t
is true, that such were the engagements of England
at that juncture, that she could assign but a small
portion of her land and marvine foree to the prosecu-
tion of the American war.  And but a smali poruon
was necessary for the effectual defence of her provin-
ces, the destruciion of our commeree, and the embar-
assment of our country.

Is ths present war a struggic for liberty ? surely o
frec people should espouse the eause of freedom
aml equal rights and not the ciuse of despots. But
have we vot engaged in this war at the instiga-
tion, or heen drawn into it, by the artilices of
Bonaparte.~Have we not entered into his views,
and made common cause with him, against the pow-
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ers with which he is contending ? Is this enemy of
all free governments confending for equal rights ?
Then are we. Is he attempting to extend his des-
potic sway and more firmly establish his throne a-
midst the tears, the groans and desolations of Eu-
rope.—Has this been his object in the subjugation
of the German and Italian States, in his ravaging
Spain and Portugal, and in his unprovoked ard ever-
memorable invasion of Russia ? Then have we been
virtually binding Kurope’s liberties in sacrifice, to
be offered at the shrine of this tyrant’s amkition.

And here I cannot refrain from econgratulating
my feilow-citizens, that the bonds of enslaved Ean-
rope are bursting asunder ; that the nations are as-
serting their independence and casting off the yoke
of oppression j that by the singular interposition of
¥leaven the arms of Russia have completely triumph-
ed over the boasted strength of the despof, and
*“ marked where the waves of his cenquering ambi-
tion shall be stayed”. May we not address him in
the words of the prophet to the king of Babylon :
How art thou fullen— O Lucifer, son of the morning !
how art thou cut down to the ground which didst
weaken the nations ! They that see thee shall say, Is
this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did
shake kingdoms : Thut made the world as a wilder.
ness, and destroyed the cities thereof ; that opened
not the house of his prisoners? The kings of the
nations shall say, Art thou become weak @s we?
Art thow become lilre unto us 2

What influence this singular change in Europe
will have uponthe policy of our rulers and thestate of
our country, is still uncertain. 'While it may raise
the demands of England in settling a peace, and an.
imate her to a more vigorous prosecution of the war ;
must it not destroy the confidence of our administra-
tion in the French Emperor as invineible, and induce
them to abandon bis commercial system, as a despe-
rate cause
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Have we made a judicious seleciion of the Euro-
pean powers for our encmy ? England had injured
us by abusing the right of search and by her orders
in council, Hrance had been faithless to her en-
sagements, insulted our flag, captured and hurnt our
vessels, and imprisoned our men. It we would
have war, we could fight which of these powers we
pleased. If wehadselected France, we should have
been safe from her power, under the wings of the
British navy : And had nothing to apprchend but
the loss of disposing a few millions of domestic pro-
duce in her ports, which is wholly lost by our
present war. But we chose England for our ene-
my—a power vulnerable to us only in one point ;
where still we make no sensible impression : While
to whose thundering navy our vessels and seaporis
lie continually exposed 5 who is able to destroy our
fishevies, with all our forcign and coasting trade ;
and who, in peace, received more of onr domestie
produce than all the world hesides.

Should all we contend for he obtained, the gain
will be small.  Should Caunada be conquered, it
would be wisdom to restore it again to the enemy,
without any eonsideration j beinyg as useless and dan-

* gerous an appendage to the Morthy as Louisiana is
to the South. 1 verily believe that the cost of this
war was never counted at Washington; that the
result will prove it a most improvident and injudi-
cious measure, if not fatal to our interests ;3 that
posterity will exeerate the day on which it was
declared 5 while the manner of condueting it will e
reecorded in history, as a standing evidence of our
consummate folly.

But where did our calamities originate ? From
whenee sprang the root of bitieraess so feaitful in o.
vil, and whatis its history ? Calamities ave sent by
his vighteous Providence who judeeth in the earth :
And He sendeth by whom he will ¢ oftentimes by
the hands of men born to thrones, and sometimes by

3
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those raised to power by.the suffrages of a {ree, hut a
blind and deluded people.

* 'The first event in the series which served to
warm the passions and divide the mind of the public,
was the contest between the advocates of the Nation-
al and of state governments. 'I'hose who manifest-
ed a strong predilection for tie constitution, which
united the states under the President, as the su-
preme executive, and rejoiced to see him clothed
with a limited power, thal promised to give energy
lo the general government, were stiled federalists.
While those were called democrats, who discovered
an anxious solicitude for the sovreiguty of the in-
dividual states, lest it should be swallowed up and
lost in the naticnal government, tirough the exorbi.
tant power of the chief magisirate. 'T'his is the first
principle of the political division, which has destroy-
ed the harmony, and now threatens the ruin of our
country. But many were the {ributary streams,
which were made to swell the tide and accelerate
the current of this calamity.

The establishment of public credit npon a sound
and permanent basis, was essential to the character
and prosperity of the United States ; and constitut.
ed one of those political maxims to which Wasnh.
INGTON Invariably adhered ; and was among the
first obicets of his ambition completely to effect. For
this purpoese an attempt was early made to funa the
national debt, to establish 2 national bank, and to
form a system of internzl revenue,t which was to
constitute a sinking fund.  All these subjects served
to increase the opposition to the administration, and
were represented by the lcaders, as assimilating
our government to that of Kngland and tending, to
the establishmen® of monarchy.  And notwithstaud-

* For the correctness of the following history ot democracy, sce
Marshall's life of Wast 186 ToN, to which the author acknowledges

his indebtedness.

4+ The reader will ob rve that no reference is here had to the
internal duties imposed in Adams’s administration, which were voted
tor in Congress, by the democrats themselves, in order to rende:
the aduinistration stsil more unpopular.



19

ing these measures, and the funding system in partie.-
ular, were of incalculable benefit in establishing
public credit, giving a character of reetitude to the
government,and inspiring the eitizens with a spirit of
industry and enterprizs § they were a fruitful <heme
of invective against ihe administration, and originat-
ed the first regular and systematic opposition to the
principles on which the affairs of the union were
conducted. ‘The opposition was generally led in
the house by Mr. Madison and Mr. Giles.

‘This unhappy division also existed in the cabi-
net, which unfortunate circumstance served to in-
crease it among the people. A disagreement be-
tween Mr. Jefferson then secretary of state, and
Col. Hamilton secretary of the {reasury, origina-
ted in an early stage of the government, and regu-
lavly zained strength from circumstances perpetual-
1y occurring, till it resulted 1n avowed hostility.

'The circumstances of our revolution created in
the Ainerican people a strong attachment to Erance
and a violent antipathy to England ; still the wmost
candid and judicious thought it unwise to sacrifice
our commercial interests by foreing our trade to the
former, while we could find 2 better market in the
lafter. Commercial regulations in favor of Krance
were supporied by Messrs, Jeflerson and Madison,
but opposcd by Col. Hamilton, en the principle that
for the prosperity of our couniry, commerce mast
be left to seek its own most lucrative channels.

The declaration of war by France against Great-
Britain 1n 1793, had a powerlul influence upon the
parties in America. It was deemed almost eriminal
for any man to be nentral.  Therefore the procla-
mation of neutrality issued by Wasnixerox, being
at variance with the prejudices of a large portion of
society, met with violent opposition ;3 and though a
most judicious and happy measure for the country,
produced an open attack upon the character of ouv
beloved WasnineToN as an enemy of France.
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The opposition derived still further strength and
courage by the arrival of Mr. Genet, the French
Embassador. His atlack upon our national sover-
eignty i1n no measure diminished the extravagant
transports of joy with which he was welcomed by
many of our citizens. His passionate publications,
designed to prejudice the minds of the people against
their government as unfriendly to France, increased
the lame of democracy and converted many to the
party : while all these events put the more stable
and judicious part of the commmunity upon serious
consideration, and greatly alarmed the fears of cur
most reflecting men.

Being upon the eve of a war with England, Wash.
INGTON would make one more sincere and strenuous
effort to dispel the gathering storm. He appoint.
ed a special Mirister to the court of Great Britain,
invested with powers to settle existing disputes,
and form a treaty of amity, commerce, and naviga.
tion. He so far succeeded in the object of his mis-
sion as to make a treaty, which, after mature and im.
partial consideration, WasHINGTON, 1n a choice of
evils, condiiionally ratified for a limited period.
"T'his treaty, from which accrued essential benefits to
our couniry, was suffered to die in the reign of Mr.
Jefferson.  This measure of WasHINGTON gave
new strength to the opposition, and furnished anoth-
er mighty weapen with which to combat the admin-
1stration.

Aunother theme of censure was the advice Pres.
ident WasuincTon gave to Congress in his last
speech o that body with vespect to bullding a navy.
He observed ;3 ¢ 'L'oan active external commerce,
ine protection of a naval force is iudispensible.  kt
is manifest in our own experience, that the most
sincere neatrality is not o sufficient guard against
the depredations of nations at war. 1o secure res-
neet to a neatral flag reanires a naval force organis-
ed and ready to vindicate it from msults or aggres-
sion.— T hese considerations invite the United States
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to look to the means, and set about the gradual cre-
ation of a navy.-—So thata future war of Europe
may not find our commerce in the same unprotected
state In which it was found by the present.” 'This
wise policy was adopied in the administration of
Mr. Adams, in building eur present navy, and pass.
ing an act and preparing materials for building sev.
eral shipe of the line.

The election of Mr. Jefferson to the presidency,
unfortunately, as we all now perceive from sad ex-
perience, and when too late to remedy the evil, put
a sudden stop to the good work ; and most of the
collected materials were left to perish.  Wasnixe.
TON’s advice was considered. by the opposition, to
be a linlk. in that chain of measures which would
soon lead to the establishmentof a royal govern.
ment. 'This was the light in which they exhibited
the system of internal vevenue, funding the nationai
debt, establishing the national bank, ana the con.
templated navy. I say. all these measures of W ash-
INGTON were represented by the rising opposition,
headed by men now in power, as somany mighty en-
gines to prostrate by their urited force, our republi-
can institutions to make way for a king and nobles.
Also the President’s proclamation of neutrality, his
resisiing the efforts of the French embassador to
make us a narty in the war, and his signing the trea-
ty with England, werr construed into acts of un-
grateful opposition to France, and of partiality to-
ward her rival.

Farther to show the opposition of dewnocracy to
the policy of Wasnixcroy, I will cite the words of
Mr. Giles, now a leading member of the United
States’ senate, occasioned by WasniNGgToN’s signify-
Ing to congress his resolution to retire from public
business. Mr. Giles observed, ¢ ‘1'hat he was one
of those citizens, who did not regret the President’s
retiring from office.  He believed the government of
the United States would go on without him.  "The
people svere competent to their own government.”
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He further expressed the sentiment, that the prom.
inent features of WasHincTON’s administration he
w holly disapproved, ¢ and that no -influence under
heaven should prevent his expressing this opinion.”
Mr. Jefferson had long since retired from the cabi-
net, and was viewed by his friends as a fair can.
didate for the Presidency. He failed in the first e-
Jection : But through unremitting and zealous efforts
in conunection with certain unpopular measures of
Mr. Adams’s administration, of which, however
W ASHINGTON expressed his approbalion, the oppo-
sition gained a complete ascendency, and Mr. Jeffer-
son, as the highest object of his aim, was chosen
President. As fast asthe work of change and de-
struction could now be accomplished with any de-
cency, it was done. The friends of WasHINGTON,
his fellow-laborers in the field and in the adminis-
tration, either retired from office with dil_s&ust_. or
were dismissed without ceremony. Mr. Madison,
who had strenuously oppcsed his prominent measures
was appointed secretary of state; and Mr. Galatin
a Genevan, who had been active in the Insurrection
in Pennsylvania, was made secretary of the treas-
ury. As Mr. Jefferson observed, ¢ he found our
government in the full tide of successful experi-
ment :”’—Treaties made with the savage tribes on
our frontiers—peace with the natious abroad-—a
flourishing and lucrative commerce—a rich and 1n.-
creasing revenue—an infant but growing navy—
public credit established—the national debt rapidly
reducing—and a spirit of industry and enterprize a-
mong the citizens. Buta change of policy at home,
in a few years produced a most serious change In
our relations abroad, and has opened a scene direct-
ly the reverse, accordingto the prediction of our
political prophets on witnessing the triumph of de-
mocracy. Many of the savages have hecome hos-
tile—we are at war upon land and the sea with the
most veteran, and the first naval powerin the world
—our treasury is exhausted—our national debt is
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Increasing in g ten fold proportion toits former re-
duction—our commerce is annihilated—our shipping
I8 rotting at our wharves or taken by the enemy—
the copious streams of our revenue have failed—our
national character is tarnished—and, pursuing the
policy which has conducted us to our present state,
nothing better than a dishonorable peace, ora wast-
1ng and interminable war seems to open in gloomy
prospect.

I have thus considered the origin, traced the prog.
ress, and described the fruits of that opposition to
WasuiNgroxn’s administration, generally known by
the name of democracy. And in view of these facts,
with what consistency can men now in power, or
the advocates of their measures. call themselves the
sons of W asuingToN ! Or endeavor to sanction their
policy and give currency to their sentiments by this
high and venerable name ¥ Will they kill the proph-
els and then garnish their sepulehres >—Pierce a
man to his heart to gratify their envious feelings and
subserve their sinister views, and then with croco.
dile tears cry over his ashes, O bow we loved him!
With what propriety do gentlemen say, respecting
the new order of things, * we have only returned
to the policy of WasH:xcToN ! It was his policy to
maintain a strict neutrality with respect to the bel-
ligerents of Europe : Is this the policy of the pres.
ent administration? Itwas his policy never to
league our interests with the fortunes of foreign na-
tions, nor to indulge national partialities : Is this the
policy of Mr. Madison ? 1t was WasuiNcToN’s
policy to encourage commerce aund huild a navy for
its protectivn : But what has the present or past ad-
ministration done to increase our navy and cherish
our commerce, except to build the gun boats, impose
an embargo, pass a nou-intercourse, and declare
war 2 WasHixaTox’s policy was to be always pre-
pared for war that we anght iive in peace: Was
our administration prepared for the war on which
they were previously resolved, and in which they en.
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gaged at their option ? We have then utterly depart.
ed-from WasningToN’s best counsel in-his farewell
address, instead of adopting that system of policy,
which he infiexibly pursued with unrivalled success,
for the permanent prosperity of his country. Let no
man so prostitute that venerable name, as to call him-
self the son of WasuingToN, while he supports men
in authority who pursue so different and opposite
measures, and who, in devotion to foreign interests,
seem fo have lost all love to America. -

But is there no relief for our distressed country ?
—No remedy for existing evils 7~—Nothing that
may clear those lowering skies, and brighten our
prospeet ? 1s our case so desperate as to discourage
all exertion, and render the wisest measures fruit-
less ? No! my fellow.citizens, do not indulge the
despairing thought.

But what measures shall be adopted ? I necd of-
fer nc apology for saying, since it is a sentiment
written as with sun-beams on the page of inspired
truth, that our first duty is repentance. Such calam.
ities never light upon a nation without a moral cause.
and a moral reason ; nor can we expect their remov-
al without a moral reformation. Amongst other of-
fences, we have to bewail our folly in cloathing
with power so many unworthy and unchristian char-
acters, who ueither fear God nor work righteous.
ness.

We might adopt measures, with a view to our re.
lief, which we are uiterly to discard. If they have
been in contemplation as promising safety, they are
to be wholly abandoned, if we would ensure the
smiles of heaven. ‘Ihe principle of Machieval, that
the end sanctifies the means, is preposterous.

One ieading principle in every free and eleclive
sovernment, and therefore in our own, is this, that
the majority shall rule. Since the Constitation of
the United States has heen constitutionally adopted,
it must be Leld sacred, until constitutionally amend-
el Sinee men 1n office have been elothed with au-
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thority by the suffrages of the people, we cannot re-
sist with violence these constituted authorities, but
must submit to their measures, though they should
prostrate the honor and expose the interests of the
nation. Nothing short of insufferable oppression
and folly can justify forcible resistance to the pow-
ers that be.

No self-created societies or assemblies of men
can rightfully assume the power of controling the
measures of governmeut, or of changing its form.
'The people of the Commonwealth are represenied
in the house. The house utters the voice of the peo-
ple. ‘I'he voice of the American people is heard in
Congress. And no self-created bodies of men, un-
known by the coustitution, can so correcily express
the sentiments of the people.

But since the national government has heen es-
tablished for the common protection and prosperity
of the States, may not any section of the Union,
whose precious Interests are disregarded, and whose
advantages are sported with by men in power, peace-
ably withdraw, or violently break the bond of un-
ion 7 May they not establish a separate government
that shall harmonize with their sentiments and more
sacredly regard their rights? I answer, When ail
other means to have their rvights respeceted and to
save them from ruin, have utterly failed, and every
desirable object which the compact was designed to
secure to every section of the common country 1s lost,
a separation may be adopted as their last resort-—a
desperate measurein aforlorn hupe—at best a choice
of dreadful evils. Were the eastera States, for in-
stance, to adopt this nicasure, they would hreak the
social compact,® hazard a civil war, the greatest of

* Some geatlemen have conceived that the social compact has been
already broken by cur administration in admittinge the new states of
Loutsiana into the Unton ; notonly to enjoyv the privileges, butshare
in the petvers of the States. They conveive that Congress are invest-
¢d with no authority to erect and admit states from without oty orige-
inal limits, that they have no right to impart any portion of the pow.

er ob individual states toany newly acquired terivtory © Noi 1o ader
any measure not contemplated Ly the urrginal framers ot the con -
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calamities 3 break down the strength of the nation ;
deprive her of mmportant advantages ; blast the
prospect of our future greatness ; and.lay & founda.-
-tion for those incessant broils and cternal wars which
have distressed and desclated the fairest portions ef
Kurope. Let thie union and integrity of the states
be regavded as a highly important object. . Immense
sacrifices are first to be made before we give our
consent to a separation, or even admit it inte our the-
ory, as a necessary or desirable event. 'The {ime
may possibly come, when there will remain no oth-
er alternative. May a propitious Heaven grant the

a2
- ’ !
event o be far remote 5 when our children’s ehils

dren shall have long slept in dust ; when no mind
shall retain, and no tongue can tell the story of our
revolution, or of the golden age of our country wun-
der the auspices of the illustrious WasninGToN.
Nor are we to seck relief from pressing calami-
ties by calumniating our rulers, by misrepresenting
their publie acts, by imputing their measures to mo-
tives by which we have no evidence that they are
influenced, or inspiring others with anfounded jeal-

ticn, which shall effect the comparative weight in our national coun-
cils of particular sections in the Union : And that, since all this has
been done by the admission ot the newly erccted states of Louisiana,
the constitution is violated, and the original states absolved from the
obligations of the social compacts Admitting all this to be correct,
would the probable consequences of a cecession of any number of
the states, be such as to justify the measure! Whether there exist in
the minds of our rulers a design to scparate the states or not, their
measures torcibly tend to bring about the event : And have not the
friends of thec unior preat reason to apprehend, that in the present
course of things, the current will soon run so strong and impetuous, as
to baftie all their attempts to impede it.

His Excellency the Governor, in his late speech to the sepate and
house, makes the fullowing judicious observations upon this subject :
¢ T he national constitution was formed and adopted for our own ae-
fence : ‘I hereis nota clanse in 1t, in which an extension of our terri-
toriallimits was contemplated.  The congress indeed were authorised
to admit new states into thie union ; but every man knew that under
the confederation it had been proposed to form a number of states in
the western territory, and Vermont was even then a condidate for ad-
misston. [ prestme no one thought of givine Conuress the power te
obtiin by purdhase or conquest, the teritones of other nations, and
anuex them to the United Stites, and tormy them, or subdivisions ot
them, into constituient parts of the union.”’
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ousics.* No ! Let us abhor the methods by which
men who have brought us into the deep waters of
trouble, have obtained their abused power.

If such measures are to be discarded as morally
wrong or fraught with evil, what are the meang of
salety, within our reach ?

In a free government the people are the source of
power. By their delegation they framed, and by
their voice they adopted the constitution, and  filled
public piaces with men of their choice. When
this fountain hecomes corrupt its streams cannot be
pnre. ‘The corrupt policy of our administration,
has resulted from a previous corruption of the pub.
lic sentiment.  "Che minds of the people havebeen
misled, and their prineiples vitiated, "The measures
of our govermment have harmonized with the views
and feelings of the larger portion of our citizens.
‘This system of poliey, judging from its nature and
fruits, we helieve to he bad, and it inflexibly pursu-
ed, ruinous to the prosperity of New-linglaund,
1f not destruetive to the nation.  The work of ruin
1s invapid progress. "o efleet a change in nation-
al measures we must effect a change in publie men;
and this must be eftected by a change of public sen-
timent.  Here thenis the proper field of our labors
—the mmmediate objeet to which onv exertions ave o
be direeted. I say.our 1immediate business 1s to
correct the public sentiment.  ifwe fait in this there
remains no remedy for existing evils, but such as is
despervate, such as may dreaw after 1t greatey calam.
ities than it is designed to prevent.  To correct the
morals and politicat errors of the people, beecomes

* Ttismuch tobe lamented that certain passionate and vehement
praoductions have made their appearance, and amongst others, some
te w political sermons, in which the faults of our administration have
recetved so high a coloring, as to beconic gross exaggerations and
scarcely reconcilable with truth. By bending the bow too farit has
broken in their hands and lost all its strength.  Gentlemen may  be
nsensible, thatin venting their spleen, they disgust the candid mind
nd seriously injure the cause they meanto subserve.  The sruth 13
.2 be told and warning given when our country is indanger; but

Ise coloring will lessen its influence,
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an object of vast magnitude, to which we should di-
rect the whole force of our combined eflovts.  1ts
magnitude inereases every hour we feel the beating
storm which is thickening avound our land with
dismal gloom. "T'he gathering clouds porfend  dis.
aster.  "The rising tempest is spreading wider and
wider its wings to deluge these States. "What
lover of his country, and his cvuntry’s rights, can
sit at case and fold kis arms In sleepy indolence !
"Then, my fellow-citizens, make one more attempt
at this object. Disclose the motives of our pubnlic
men where they ave evidently sordid and unworthy,
but roh them not of any morited praise.  Fawrly ex-
hibit the nature, tendency, and probable eonsequen.
ces of their measures.  Point out the object at which
civil rulers should steaddy aim, and the great pur-
pose to be answered by the general government ;
viz. the promotion of the common and hest interests
of the unton, and their establishment upon a perma.
nent foundation.  Open and explain the policy, and
exhibit the exceellent principles contained in the
valedictory of Wasningrox, Contrast them with
the principles and policy of our more modern patri-
ofs. His name 1s venerable, anc 1s still venerated,
and will long shed a lustre upon the departed glory
of our country. His counsel may be heard in this
day of peril, and his warning voiee regarded by the
living, while he speaks as from the dead.  Attempt
to impress the minds of your fellow.citizens with a
sense of the inestimable value of thelr liberties, and
the danger of entrusting them in the hands of any
other than faithful men, who disdain to riot upon
the spoils of freedom, or gather laurcis at thew
conntry’s expense.—Not however, with angry and
intemperate deelamation, but by a candid aud dis-
passtonate exhibition of trath,

tu the course of public affairs, seasons occur pe-
culiarly favorable lo the suceess of such an atiempt,
When the feelings of party men ave softencd-—when
their prejudices heginto yicld to the pressure of the
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times-—when men begin {o consider, then is the time
for honest men to labor in the public cause with
hopes of success. When men begin to fzel they will
hegin to think. When feeling has wrought a meas.
ure of conviction, arguments, judiciously selected
and candidly urged, will do wonders. The pres.
ent is such a time. The current of public sen-
timent is turned. The tide which has long been
flowing in with alarming and destructive success,
has begun to ebb. Its force, which already is
bearing down long existing prejudices, may be ea-
sily accelerated by the weight of truth. To op-
posce our breasts to the rolling torrent and stem it
in its conrse, is 2 Herculean labor, but to urge it
on is comparatively easy. At the presenf juncture
this becomes a serious duly. Mark the increas-
ing change of public sentiment in this Common.
wealtl, thy sh the New-England States, and in-
deed, throughout the Umon.  "Fhe friends of peace
publicly expressed their views of the administration
at our last Presidential clection. Hope and fear
long stood on tiptoe from one end of the continent to
the other, to sce the resuit. 'Fhe throne of war did
actually tremble.  “Phough contrary to our wishes,
and, perhaps, unfortunately for our country, still the
issue forebodes the cerfain downfall of war men, un-
less they speedily ehange their poliey.

"1y fellow-citizens, discharge your duty—restrain
headstrong passions—discard all violent meas-
ures whieh may sever the bond that unites the States
—emean yourselves as quiet and peaceabie mem-
bers of society.  With unabating attachment and
inereasing energy support and disseminate the prin-
ciples of Wasuixarox, and peaceably await the re-
furn of the next Presidential eleetion.  In the pres-
ent teain of things you need not fear the issue. Men,
who abuse the conlidence of their ennstituents, and
basely sacrilice thewr nterests, ecaunnot reasenably
count upon their suflvages.  Unless given up o de-
lusion and blindness to hurry on their own destroe-
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tion, will not the pcople at that day wveise in the
greatness of their strength, and say to their earthly
gods, ye shall have power no longer. Will they
not delight to honor the friends of peace and cem.
merce, ¢ that the mountains may bring peace to the
people, and the little hills by righteousness.” May
Heaven succeed the hionest efforts of honest men o
save their country : That at & future day we mny
celebrate the anniversary of our Independence under
the bowers of peace, with union of sentiment, with
harmony of feeling, and with the high satisfaction of
seeing our national character reforme:], our anational
honor revieved, and the sun of cur prosperily and
freedom shining with fresh and increasing splen-
dor.



