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AN

ORATION, &c

st ¢ F | CRE——

IF it be right, my fellow citizens, that we fhould cele-
brate our own exploits ; we have, with great propriety, fe-
leGted for that purpofe, a2 day. which 1s fignalized by the
happieft, the boldeft, and mo’t meritorious meafure, of any
that is to be noticed in the courfe of our revolution.

Whilft in the aflual enjoyment of the vait bleflings which
hiv  flowed from our independence; it would, indeed, be
ungrate;ul and uanatural, not to look frequently, and with
proud affeion, towards the ftatefmen and heroes, who
wrought its achievement. It is but a juft tribute to thofe
who yet furvive ; to tell them, that their fervices, though in
t00 ““many inftances negleéted, are ftill remembered ;" and,
weowe it to the memories of thofe who have gone hence, to
declare, that ¢ the good which they have done, is not interred

* wit‘h their hones, but is felt, acknowledged, and record-
‘““ed 1a our breafts.”

Confiderations of policy and intereft, further inftru& us,
to endeavour to keep alive, and tranimit to our pofterity,
that patriotic ardour, which bore us through our difficuities,
and which is the parent of virtuous deeds; by beftowing our
thanks, and applaufe, upon thofe who have deferved well of
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their ccuntry. To fome, the confcioufnels of having done
well, is a fufficicut reward for the fervices they have render-
ed ; as the conicioufuefs of mcaning weil, was a fuflicient
excitement to adtion ; but the many requirc the additional
excitement, founded on the reafonable expcllation of che
{iniles ard approbation of their fellow citizens.

Und:r the influence, then, of a fenfe of gratitude ; and in
purfuance of the diates of iound policy ; we will, at cach
return of this aufpiciousday, rencw the topic (which, thougn
tritc, can never ceafe to intereft) of our dehverance from op-
preflion, and ellab.ihment as an independent naton. I
think, however, that this cught not to be merely a day of tri-
umph; thatitought likewire, to be devoted to fericus refle®-
ion; to a critical examination of our afual fituation ; in or-
der that, by a view of our tranfa&ions, fince the declaration
cf independence, and a fiir comparifon of the preient with
the pait, we may determine how far we have conformed to
the principles with which we fat out, and how long we are
likely to retain the prize for winch we flruggled fo hard, arnd
{pilled fo mach blocd.

The naturc cf the difpuce between this country and Great-
Britain, is too weil underftood to require much time in the
confilcration of it.  Suffice it to fay, that vzxatious reftnéti-
oas upon our commerce; the guartering cf troops amongft
us, the violation of our charters, and the 1mpofition of taxes,
were {orely felt at the moment; 2nd are now univerfally ac-
kaowledged to have been fuch intolerable grievances as jul-
tifica that appeal o0 arm-, whica tcimnated io happily for
thefe Unlied dtares. '

It may be proper here to obferve, that nothing could
have been more fuitunate than the peived, at which this rup-
ture took piace. Iud it commenced a few years fooner than
it did, the probabuity is, that the thinnefs of our popuiation
weuld not have enabled us to fuftain the conteil; we fhouid
have fallen an eafy viéim to our ralinefs, and have added to
the cppretlion fio.n whieh we haa permaturely attempted to
r.hieve oveieives, Had it iuppened a few years Zater 5 had
the revolunonary tecca been nioin this country, at the mo-
gaeat K was buaziag i tae other hemtiplere; we theald, cor-
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zainly, have gained neither domeftic freedom, nor national
ind=pcendence.  L'he fmaller body, attratted by t.c o reazer,
mutt necefiunly have obeyed its movements. A ftrong fym-
p.thy, refulting from an apparent, but delufive, fim:larity of
v evs and principies; wouid intaliibly have produced « fimi-
I rity of condut; and inttcid of flopping thort, as we d-d
at the ¢ precife point of temperate hiberty 3 we fhould have
b:en plung-d in all tne vices and extravagances that {pring
fivm anarcny, and have clofed the icene, in poverty and
depzndence.*

But, luckily for Amenica, a&ing bv herfelf, uninfluenced
bv any foreign power, the was allowed to promorte u:r own
purpoles ; to fight her owa battles; 10 muntain her own
Hights, and 10 purfue her own exclufivc interefts, according
to “he diftates of ker own judgment. And, a2ithough during
he courfe of the war, the afhitance of a European n.tion was
fought and obtained ; cvecating no divifions, it gaired no dan-
ceroas alcendancy amonoit us; and the conteit was termina-
w:d without the firallel facrifice of the great objet, for
wnich it had been eventually continued.

Perhaps, itisa circum®ance which diftinguifhes the Arc-
rican revolution from all others, that, generally {peaking. the
fime charaers that tock the lead at the commencsment of it,
ricierved the confidence of their countrymen through the
progrefs of it, and were crowned with glory at its conciufion.
The Americans did not, iike the French, fpiit into varncus
rival faltions, crofling, fupplanting, and deftreying one a-
notier ; but poffefling a perteét unity of defign; and under-
f2nding exadtly thewr objed, it was purfued with an ineili-
genee, a confiltency, and a refolution, which could not fail
et {uccefs.

_ Togive a minute detuil of the many events that occenrred,
uuring the tryiag confliét, weutd be only to repeat a hiftory,
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¥ To thofe who believe that the American revalution frodueed the
r-nch ; this {uppofed comeidence willy of courle, appen 1mp ihile,
I}.u many of the well infermed are of opiiion, that a revolution 1n
aace would have taken place, withog the wid of evam /-5 thinr the
combuflibles were pr. parme half a cc:*ury ago; and cowd not have
bcen fmothered wmuch longer,
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which <n never be erafed from our memcry, and which has
been amply related in this very place. And, whenl flated
that this day ought to be facred to the commemoration of the
deeds of thofe citizens, who dillinguithed themfelves in the
revolation ; adverting, generally, to the fubje® which was
proper for the occafion, i meant not, myfeif, to {peak of
milizary chara&ters, or virtues of which our country has hapi-
ly furnifhed too great a pumber, to be now diftinttly enu-
merated ; 1 meant not to defcant upoa exploits to which I
cou'd add no luftre; to which I was confcious I could not
do juitice ; and which have already been proclaimed to the
world, through the trumpst of fame. My only intention
was to bring them to ycur thoughts. When you have called
20 mind that illuftrious band of patriots, who arofe at the
noiie of danger; who projetted the revolution, and at length
brought it to a glorious completion; when you have reflett-
ed upon the diffculties they furmounted, the fufferings they
endured, the valour, talents and wifdom they difplayed ;
whilft your bofoms fwell with admiration, pride, and grati-
tude ; you will value the prize from the dearnefs of the pur-
chafe, and your folicitude will be, proportionably, increafed
for its prefervation and defence. No pi€ure <an, indeed, be
conceived more fplendid and captivating, than thac which
reprefents thefe infant ftates firuggling againft the giganuc
force of Britain; and finally compeliing her to renounce her
extravagant pretenfions, and to acknowledge their juft rights.
But, although the brilliancy of military atchievements be
moft alluring to the imagination, and the gallantry of our
countrymen can never be too highly eftimated ; yet It was
after the fword was fheathed, and peace prociaimed, that
ocur fevereft trials commenced. Examples of the triumph of
defperaic valour, over fuperior force and difcipline, have oc-
curred in all nations, even the moit defpouc: and the arm
of the fanatic is often as well nerved, as the foldier’'s who
fights under the banners of liberty. But it is after the vic-
tory is obtained ; when _the object contended for 1s poflefled ;
whea the means of retaining it are to be devifed ; when lofles
are to be repaired ; when contributions are to be apportioned,
and, individual pretenfions adjufted—then it is that the
turbulent paffions are likely to have their fway ; that pride,

envy, and ambition, win‘ommonly produce their worit ef-
felts .
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feQs; and what was nictt eagerly fought, and dearly pur.
chafed, will be facrificcd in the very moment of attainment,

A peopi¢, then, who, at the clofe of a loug and d-attful
confli®, abftain from civil difcord ; who preferve their free-
dom, and at the fame time quietly fubmit to the eripire of
law and reafon, afford the highett poffible evidence of reai
patriotilm; and, however diftinguithed they may have been
for their bravery, will yet be more diftinguithed for their

moderation and virtue.

This evidence was certainly furnifhed by the American
people, to their everlafting honor, at the termination of the
late war. We had no conquered countries, or iplendid em-
baflies to beftow on our gen.rals : furrounded with glory, they
obtained no dangerous pre-eminence: the foldier returned
home crippled and pennylefs; and the affluent were, in nu-
merous inftances, reduced to extreme indigence. Under thefe
crcumftances it might naturally have been expe&ted, that
the clamours of difappointment would have burht forth into
awil fury 5 butall was peace and tranquillity ; and America
proved worthy of the victories the had gained, by that which
fhe obtained over herfelf,

We may then, with eqaal pride and truth, pronounce, with
refpe to the American revolution, that its comm:-ncement was
at 2 period the moft aufpicious ; that its progrefs was fignalized
by achievements, as difficult and extraardinary as the annals
of any nation can exhibit; and that its donclufion was hap-
Py beyond example.

Such, however, isthe uncertainty of human affi‘rs; and
fo extremely rapid was our decline, immedrazely after tie
peace ; that there was fearce an interval betwixt the moment of
our higheft exaltation, and that of our lowe(t depreflion. We
may be faid to have touched our political zenith and nadir,
almoft at the fame inftant. Such was the decay of our com-
merce; the accumulation of our debts 3 the failure of our
credit ; and the imbecility of our government; that we weye
becom. thgroughly contemptible abroad ; we were low, even
i our own eftimation ; and many began to fear, that the fruit

| A of all qur {ufferings, and exertions, would be an empty name,
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This was, undoubtedly, the period of our utmoft humiliation ;
and it required peraaps a greater effort, to refcuc us trom tiat
dexiaded condition, than that which had placed us in the at-
titude of an independent nation.  But America again f!.owed
he.1eif worthv of her paft deeds; aud, with a deliberation,
a prudince, and wifdom, furpafling any thing which s to be
tr:ced in the hitory of nations, formed the Federai Confli-
tution.

By the declaration of independence, we claimed the right to
govern ourt:-ves; tae tresty of peace acknow edgei onr titic 5
but the hdoral conftitution aicne fecured our poffefion. [
tremble, when 1 wiink what muit nave been our fare, but fir
the aduption ot that conttitution! and when we rcfleCt vpon
the great eviis it has corre&ted ; and the fiil greater evils 1t
kas averted ; we cannot but pray ¢ that the bieflings of hca-
«¢ ven may light upon the heads of thoie by whom 1t was
¢ {uggeited, paanacd, and executed.”

The time that this happy meafure was entered upon, was as
fortunate as that, at which, as I obferved, we took aims fer our
defence H.d it been attempted :inmediately after the p:ace,
it wouid have been vicwed with more leaiouiy acd diirud
than it eventua:ly was ; and wouid unqueftionably have prov-
ec aboruve It was neccflary that we fhould feel, before we
proreeaed to aét; a-d tnat hard experience of the wretcncd-
ners of our fituation. fhould have urged us to reformation ;
and luckily for us, this cxperience was not delayed. Liud
our misfortunes come gradually upen us, fo as to have adm:t-
ted of palliatives, initead of the grand remedy, which wa- ap-
plicd, we had inevitably been loft. If the greac work h.d
been pottponed three years longer, it never cou.d have bren
completed.

When we conlider the effets which the late European war
almoft in“antuiccufly produced in this country ; the inter-
ferences 1t occaficned ; the divifions it excited ; and even tnhe
animofities it created ; we muft at once acknowledge, that we
were no longer in tlnt found and temperate ftate of mind,
which was abfolutely eflential to fo great an undertiking.
Order and harmony could not poflibiy have fprung from fo
many jarnng eiemeus: and, inftead of eftablithing, at once, 3

conflitution,
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conftitution, the moft perfe&® production of human wifdoms
bewildered amidft the wild and extravagant theories of the
day, we fhould have been perpetually fhifting from one ex-
treme o another ; and, after pafling through ¢ a variety of
« untried being ; through fcenes and changes,” marked with
defolation and blood ; we fhould at laft have been fevered in-
to little jealous, quarrelfome democracies ; or have fheltered
ourfelves under the arm of monarchy. Reafon, refletion, a
common knowledge of human nature, affure us that fuch muit
have been our fate, had we not feized upon this rock of our
fafety, before the florm arofe, and the angry billows of the
ea.tern world began to beat upon us.

I look upon this era to be the brighteft in our hiftory, as
the event which fignalized it, was, by far, the moft important.
Thofe who declared the independency of thefe flates, and
fought to obtain that independency, may be faid to have
ercéted an empirc : the authors and promoters of the federal
conftitution, faved and confirmed it.

The celebrated Roman orator, after having refcued the
city of Rome from a dangerous confpiracy, triumphantly
compares himfelf with Romulus, its founder. However dif-
gufted we may be at his vanity, in founding his own praife 3
we cannot but admire the juftnefs of the reafoning by which
he makes out his pretenfions. ¢ The day,” fays he ¢« thae
« we are faved from deftrution, is worthier cf celebration
« 1nan that on which we were born¢ becaufe we are infenfible
“ of any pleafure at our birth ; and our future condition is
 uncertain ; but when we are faved, the pleafure is felt,
“ and the berefit afcertained.”

So may we fay, with regard to thofe who gave birth to the
American empire. They left us ina ftate of painful uncertainty
as to our deftinies : with a government fo unequal to our protec-
tion, as the late confederation was, we could fcarcely pronounce
our acquired independence a blefling ; and our condition was
gloomy, unprofperous and declining. Whereas, they who
framed the federal conftitution, preferved us from a perilous ex-
iience ; and pointed out the path we have fo fuccefsfully trod-
den, to wealth, honour, and greatnefs. In thefe inftances,
however, we have no difficulty in the comparifon, or adjuft-

B ment
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meat of merit; o= with a few exceptions, we fhal! find that
the charaters, who &ir roufed the nation to repel Britith tyran-
ny, and were afterwards moft aQive 1a the caufe of freedom;
were the {ime who finally capped their owr fame, and con-
firmed the :ights and libertics of their country in the federal
couventior.. ‘Thcy arc both tae conditorss st conservateres Rei-
publice : 00 men on ears: cver alted im fcenes more trying or
latercfting : and when we calculate the vaft bleffings which
Lave accrued, and thofe which are hikely to accrue, from their
Jlabours, we can icarce £x boands to cur gratitude and »pplavfe.

From this pertod. America is to date her real confequence
amongit the nations of the earth. We fee her, indeed. foon
aga., :urrounded by extraordinary difficulties ; but owing to
tiic energy of her new fyflem, and the wifdom of thoe who
condufted ter affairs; amidft the moft embarrafiing perplex-
ttes ; and, in {piic of vexations and injuries, the moft out-
rigeous and unprovoked, fhe has progrefed, with aftonith-
ing celernity, to a fitvation which her moft fanguine hopes
could wot have anticipated. Her hiftury, for the laft ten
years, notwithftanding domeflic agitations and difcoatents,
maft appear creditable in the eyes of the impartial world.
Scarce had fhe ume to attend to her owa concerns ;3 and pro-
vize for the paymeat of ber hzavy debts; when circum-
fances arofe ia Europe, which could not fail, in fome mea-
fure, to diftrat her trom the feady purfuit of her intereft;
and nearly embroiled her in a conteft, o which the was
by no motive of duty or policy. The events that have oc-
curred, muft be frefh in the minds of ali p:efent; and wher
due confideration is given to the mature and magritude of
thofe events; after all our rubs and loffes, we have yet reafon
to be furprifed, and to rejoice, that we have e'caped fo well.
As it was przfumed by foreign nations, it might reafonably
have been feared by ourfelves, that a povernment, but three
years old, wou'd be unable to withftand the repeated fhocks
1t was deftined to encounter. Unmoved, however, by frowns
or dattery, or agarefion from abroad ; or ftill more danger-
ous difcontents st home ; but alting upon corre& principles ;
and k:eping conftantly and ditin&ly in view, the rights and
mterelts of America; it maintained thofe rights and interetts
with an inflexibility the moft perfevering ; and with as much
{uccefs as the phyfical capacity of the country would permic.

The
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The ordeal, throuzh which the flates have paffed, feems ful-
ly to have evinced the ftrength of their federal conftitation, and
the purity of the government. So that, upon a candid review of
our unational condu®, fiace the declaraticrn of independence
to the prefent time, I think we have no reafon to charge our-
felves with any deterioratior of charalter ; that there has been
no degeneracy; and that the firmnefs, wafdom, and {pint, dif-
played on that occafion, have been perfeltly fopported. We
ought then, it fhourd feem, to fcel exalted in our own efti-
mation, as we certainiy are in the eftimation of mawkind in
geaeral, and to cherith th2t harmony and union to which we
owe all the bletiings we crjav, aund wiica can aione infure our
happineis. Bat are we pappy ¢ sie we uniiel? Do no new
dunyers threaten? 1@ was in order to dwell fomewhat vron
thete topics of enquiry, <ad ty covfider the exifling temper
of the tiines, that I have paffed over tranfacu s, wilea otner-
wife ought not to Lave beea fighted.

The truth is not to be difguiied, that a fpirit of party has
arifen amongft us, which, however we may confole ourfelves
with the refle@ion of its being the neceflary ofspring of
free government, is corrupting the whole community; and,
if not checked or mitigated, muft ineviwally deflrgy our
liberty, and blight the faireit fruits of the revolution. Iiow
far this fpirit owes its origin to the eveass of the Curo-

war, or to the ficklenefs and depraviiv of mankind ;
1t is immitenial to enquire.  Certain 1c 15, that inftead
of terminating with thofe eveats: it has continued to fpread
and progrefs; and has at length arrived at a moit la.
mentabie height of intolerance.  Infomuch that even in ce-
leoraung the darling hitory of the acquiiition of our in-
dependence, anxious as we muit feel 1o zarie the patriots who
toiled for 1ts acaicvemeant; we are condcmned t9 mention
thole only, whom perhaps akind fate has faved frem witnefl-
i1ng {cenes difgraceful 0 theis country, or, by defcanurg on
the merits of the living, to challenge the criticifm, and pro-
voke the centure of haif the audicnce. liad I, for example,
in dilating upon the alt of this very day, brought the venera-
ble Adams to your view, invuking the God of cloguerce to
his aid, and ftriving with all his might to eflet the work of
our deliverance ; had I reminded you of the perfeverance,
zcal, and ipirit, diiplayed by him, throogh the whole courle

of
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of the w-r—he is confilered by fome, as having apoftatized
from taac caule to weica Lis hfz. had vven previoully devoted.

Had I intrcduced to your recolleftion, the revolationary
fervices of the prejeur co.er” magyi:aic, and in order to cxcite
your admir .:ion, have read 1o yoa th: glorious initrument, in
which our rigits are jo ab'y exprefled aud witrted.  Alas! in
tiie opinion of many, h: has been the means of deizcing the
fineft teatrre in the conttitution ; and nais, in one rath moment,
done much more mi.chief, than 1s fufficient to counterba’ance
ail the gocld that adulitioa itflf can poffibly alcribe to him.

Had I, in purfuing the theme of en'aainm, cailed for:h the
nuas of Jay., Hami.ton, Clintea, Ficienug, Kaox, Living-
fton, and many otaer., di ltaga.held fortheir revolutionary fer-
vices 3 thoir ierits, however fplendid, are roc :g;‘.?.zs'l 1 ely
&y the.r party. Even that great name, which in wieii {ug
more tain the mo} l..boured paneavmk can pou;..n.y; and

powerful for uiierance ; even the name of \v ASHINGICN has
ot efc .p2d the vengeance of this malizaast fpirit.  Scaice
was he depolited 1i1 his grave, waea creatures, mare groveiing
than thofe which prey upon his poor remauas, have eadea-
voured to fritter away a reputation, wiich, w:en 1t ceales to
be cherithed by Americans, their degeaeracy is famped, aad
their virtue goue.

It was proper, therefore, to be filent, where the jultnef of
praiie would be but paivia’yy acknowledged.

America exhibits, truly, a ftrange {peitacle at this moment !
When we confider the amazing contr.x.l her prefent flounifning
condition affords, to that which followved the peace, and pre-
ceded the eftaviithment of the federal conflitution ; that in
the thort fpace of ten vears, the ravages of war have been
repaired ; that her credit has been cowmpleteiy reltored ; her
agriculture, commerce, and populaticn, extended and en-
ereafed to a degree fo extraordinary, that fhe appecars to
have Leen ra\fed as it were, by magic, to nearly a level
with the great empires of the world; when we look more
minutely iato her domeftic fituation, and obferve the wifdom
and purity of her civil inltitusions, never furpafled, if equals

led ;
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fed ; that every man feels himielf fecure in the ¢njoyment of
every right thatis dear to him ; and that peace. plenty, and ii-
berty imue over the whole continent.—trom this review,
we fhould pronounce that fhe is, what the ought to be, the
happieil of nations ; that her hi.ppinefs ought not to be tam-
pered with by bazardous cxperiments ; and that nothing lefs
than a combination of furprifing talent, energy, patriotifm,
and good fortune, could have produced fuch precious fruits.
Were we, on the other hand, to judge of her condition,
either from thofe vehicles by which an account of it is fup-
pofid to be communicated to the people, and the world at
large ; or from thofe verbal reprefentations which have pre-
vailed for fome years pait, and at length together effuiicd
an important charge in the adminiftradon of her affairs; we
thould not heiitate to declare, that her citizens were all dif-
horeft; that her liberty had taken wings; and that fhe was
the mott corrupt, oppreffed, and mif~rable country on the
face of the globe. Such are the muulaticns and autortions
of party st.rit.

To expe a total exemption from an evil, which expe-
rience proves to be necefiariiy incidental to free government,
would be us unreafonable, as to expe@ to enjoy life unat-
tended by pain or fickneis. ‘The utmoft which can be at-
tempted with any profpe& of fuccefs, is to leflen. or miti-
gate ; and when the d.nger arniing from the progreis of the
ev.i. 1s fuch as affc&ts our very cxuszence, and tareatens, rot
miiely 1o zwure, butto destity, we are then urged to make
this artempt, by the moft imperious of all motives, that
of .c:t-prefervation. ‘I o fhow that the danger in queition is
of iis magnitude, and ought to excite alarm, 1tis notre-
qu: "¢ that we thould turn to the hiftory of natioas that have
piisd away.  The leaft refleion informs us, what experi-
e c¢ hath confirmed ; that, as republican governments, when
clotvly united, have uniformly difplayed an energy, whicit
hus rendered them impregnable to the aiffaults of defpotiim ;
{5 that to conquer them, it is only to divide them ; that their
greatet enemy is awil discord, and that which generally
precedes, or toliows—porergn interposizion.  lInteftine varfa:e
never lcaves a country where it found it; and though in-
flances may have occurred of nations recover ng their rights,
by rifing in oppolition to tyranny ; there arc more inftances

of.
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of liberty being totally loft in the convulfions which fpring

from the excefs of it. Let us not flatter ourfelves that we
<an go to the utmoft extremity. of party intemperance and
abufe, and ftop fhort of perfonal violence. The tranfition
f.om words to biaws is rapid ; and whea the angry paffions
are once roufed ; and the tongue, and the pen are no longer
{ufficient to exprefs the rancour of the heart, recourfe will na«
turally be had to arms. Tiwice already, has the fword of
infurretion been brandithed amongit us.

Suppofing, however, that party rage does not proceed to
fuch dreadful extremities ; 1t nevertheleis works ferious 1nju-
ry, and tends to cloy, and ¢¢ fickly o’er,” all the comforts
and advantages which might fairly b= looked for, as the refult
of our freedom and independence. It poifons focial inter-
courfe ; 1t levels all juft and honorable diftintions of cha-
ralter; and puts the knave and the hypocrite upon a foot-
ing, with a2 man of tried and afcerwiined worth. The firft
are fore to have the full intereft and fupport of their party ;
and the latter has no more. 1t occafions, befides, that per-
petual ftruggle for party pre-eminence in which the general
welfare is in danger of being loft fight of, negle&ed, or
hetrayed. -

Upon this fubje@® it may be well to liften to the voice of
our beloved Wathington. < Party {p:ni,’” fays he, *¢ is unfor-
*¢ tunately infeparable from our nature, having its root in
¢¢ the firongeft paffions of the human mind. It exifts under
different fhapes, ia all governments, more or lefs, ftifled,
*¢ conireled, or reprefled ; but in thefe of the popuiar form,
¢ it 15 feen in its greateft ranknefs, and is truly their cverss
¢ excmy. 'The aliernate domination of one fa&tion over an-
*¢ other, fharpened by the {pirit of revenge, natural to par-
« ty diflention, which in Jdifferent ages and countries, has
¢ perpetrated the moft horrid ercrmities, 1s itfeif a frightful
¢ defpotifi. The diforders and nitieries which refult, gra-
¢ dually incline the minds of men, to feck fecurity and re-
«¢ pofe in the abfolute power of an individuai; and fconer,
“ or later, the chief of fome prevailing fattion, more able,
*“ or more fortanate then his competitor, turns this difpofiti-
‘“ on, to the purpofes of his own elevation, on the ruins of
«¢ public liberty,”

This
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Thisis the warning voice of patriotifm, wifdom, and ex-
perience : it is the voice of a citizen who never forfeited the
confidence of his country ; who could have no intereft bat in
her we!fare, and in perpetuating that liberty, towards the
eftablithment of which, his known great fervices had fo emi-
nently contributed.

His ideas, have been f¢ completely realized, in the hifory
of a foreign nation, that were it not for fome material cicurn-
ftances which have happened, fince the time at which he
wrote his farewell addrcss; we thould be led to fuppofe that
he had tranfcribed that hiftory, rather than communicated the
refult of abftralt refle&tion. To ufe his cwn language, we
have altually feen the alrcrnate domination of onc fuction over
another, sharpeuing tk: spivit of vev:enge, and producing a fright-
Sful d2spotism : we have feen this ftate of things, graduaily in-
clining thz minds of men o seck scc ity and rcpose, in the abso-
buze pawer of an individual 5 and at length, a ckisf more forta-
natc than bis competitors, turn tkis difpofition to tie purpeje of bis
eivn elevation, cn the ruins of public libersy.

This has, certainly, been the upfthot of all their toils, and
fufferings, unlefs we be greatly deceived, as to the extentand
diftribution of power, in the exifting government of France.

To refer to the tranfaltions of that nation, I am aware is
irk{fome to many of our citizens, who difcover no analogy
of circumitances, and think that no advantage can bz gained
by fuch reference. 1 conceive, however, that a large vo-
lume has been opened for cur perufal and initru&ion; thet
1t contains many ‘wholefome leifuns; and that, whatever hap-
py differences there may be, between the chara&=r, temper,
and fituation of the American and French people, human.
nature 1s pretty much the fame in all countries; that the
fame caufes wiil every where produce the fame etfets ; and
that if party rage has been the grave of liberty in one coun-
try, 1t may likewi'e be fo in another.

~ The feeds of life and death are fown with nearly an equal
‘hand in all republican governments. Free and frequent
eletions are their Xfes the party {pirit attending frequens
¢letions, when it proceeds to extremity, is their wvarh.  Bat,
iR
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in thefc ftates, the eleQtion of a chief magiitrate of the union
every four vears, muft naturally excite pecuiar anxiety : and
if ever it thould be confidered, as the eftablithed {yftem or
practice, thit the event of fuch election, isto affe& the parii-
cular intereft of individuals, and to occafion a general dimii-
jion from public employments; 1t will not only debafe that
fpirit of independence, which is the diftinguithing characterit-
tic of repubiicanifm ; but, between the fzars of fome, and the
£: ;¢ of more, the keeneft amimofities will be engendered ; and
wiat 1s now 2 fubjeét of extreme fol:.citude, may be;omc one
of real danger. 1 fhouid regard this pr..&lce as hkely to in-
creaf> party violence in a tenfold degree; and, as addmg fuel
to a flame, which wiil always burn with too much fury Ad-
mitting, however, that the fyflem o! remuneration and re-
venze does not take root ; ftill the period of the preiidential
elcition will be taat of the greateft irritition and turbulence ;
unieis thefe be counteradted by the moderation, the phiegm,
and good f{enfe of the people. ‘I'he occurrences of the luft
two vears, wiil fuflicient!ly eftablifh this fa€t; and fince the
moment of general Waihington’s retirement from office,
when he judged fit with the zffettion of a friend, to warn us
agamft the confequences of party {pint; fo far from that
fpirit’s having at ail fubfided; it has on the contrary, acquir-
ed a ltrer\otn, a form, and confiiiucy, truiy aiarming. It
1¢ no jonger now an attachment to Great Sriiain or France,
that 1s fuipeed or charged; but one ha.f of the community
1s coniidercd by the other, as poflefling views and princip:es
at variance with the nature of our government, and hoftile to
that conftitution, upun the prefervatian of which the fecuri-
ty of the whole muft dep:nd. Taey arc thus put at niue;
aad when, or how, the ftruogle wili end, or how long the
conftitution will endure, no man can tell.

If this be our fituation, in the midf of profound peace, cf
acxnowledged profperity, and 1n the fulleit enjoyment of free-
dem; what could we cxpe& in the honr of danger arn.d misfor-
tune ? Calamity mignt unite us, 1t that cou.d be called cala-
mitv which would produce {o delirable an effe& ; but many are
the inttances on record, where parties ina ftate have hated and
dieaded onw wnother, more than a common enemy 3 and have

heenfo far from miaking a jowunt defence, that they have av :il-

ed
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ed themfclves of the treacherous afliltance of foreign powers,
for the purpofe of m.utual tubjugation.

The progriety, perhaps, may be queftioned, of defczuting
unon an evil, which feen:s to be the wieparable alloy of liber-
ty ; and for which no adequate corredtive can b: fuggefied,
Lowever firong may be our convittion of its exiting magni-
tade, and progreilive malignity.

Arc we then to fee the veffel'driving upon rocks and thoals,
witiout a effort to changy her courie? After having, as fxil-
ful marizers, {afely condudted her amidit narrow ﬂr.ughl: and
furious tempefts, are we now to let her drift wirh the winds
and waves? o quit metaphor; are we, whilit retaining and
excrcifing the right of govermng ourfelves, to acknow:cdge
that we poflefs rot, what are efiential to fclf government—
resfon, and judgment?

It is from the found and virtuous pertion of the cemma-
nity, that all expedtation is to be derived, of rcchifying the
public mind. It ison the ¢¢ union of all honeft men,” that
our hopes muft reft. "There are in this, as in eviry repubii-
czn government, a clafc of men who live upoa civil aiilen-
ticn ; whie coniiant occupation it 1s to tr-..me in the preju-
dices, paffions and vices of their fellow citizens ; who 1ok to
party {pirit as certain profit to themfelves, and as the furzid ia-
ftrument, by which to attain their felfih purpofes. It would
be vain to imagine that this deicripticn of perfeas could be
induced, by patrioiic confiderations, tosabandon thnfe couries,
by which their intereit 1s to be promoted, or therr amintion
gratified. It is agarft them, and their wicked falfchoods
and contrivances, tiaat the vigilance of every indeperdeat ci-
tizen fhould be exerted to 1ts untermott.

To men of an oppofice cait. of whatever party, manv ra-
fleétions migh: occur, which would tead to {mooth :h; niperis
tics of po‘ilical diferences.  In the firt pl 11, GaLy ex; s
ence of the failicy of our judgments, of the ixnorance of the
wifelt, and of ths blinduefs of human naiture, oupatto creats
felf-diltrufl, aud previont that iuf’r'nda of opiaton which d:ac-
nerates into bigotry and intolerance, and perpetuat.s ervor.

In the {fecond place, reafon will teil us, that men frequen:-
ly appear to differ more than 1n faét tncs do 3 that th-v difivr
as to mcalures when they agree in princple.  Lor dancs,

Wwe
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we all adore liberty, and of couife republicad government ;
and are equally folicitons to preferve that ineftimable blef-
fing. But literty is expofed to aflaults from various quar-
ters; and one man may think he {ees danger on one fide, and be
difpcfed to guard th:t, particularly ; whilft another views
its approaches in a different direction. As in defpotic go-
vernments, a fingle chicf common'y prefides, the firft ira-
gitrate of a ccuntry, however iunited his power, is geae-
rally fappcfid to be the mok dangerous enemy to liberty,
aad is tne perion meft watched, and dreaded ; but the flv,
underharnd. uaremitted machinations of demagogues, are
in the judgmeat of many, fitter caules of alarm to a free
peopie. Now 1t isllows not that penons, thus at var:ance,
as 1c thoir apprehenfion of the fources ot danger, aud their
means of averting 1t, #:¢ to unite in their political meafures;
but 1: dc: foliow that thevy ought nct to charge each
other, with auriny at tae cltabhfhment of monarchy, or with
a difregard of that hoerty which they equally love. If this
canlour had been applied 2monstt us, we fhould never have
hzard the bitier calumny of a conirdcrable portion of cur ci-
tizens, being the cacinies of repud-icanmiim. The truth s,
that in this couniry, as lono as the coaftituiion lafts, or there
is any virtue or intelligerce in the peopie, the exccutive ma-
gifirate cannot pothbly tramp'e upon our hberuics. He may,
by coafultiag his popularity. rather thin the gocd of the na-
tion, and by putuing him®&if at the head of an intemperate,
predominant party, gcquire fuch ar acceffion of firength as
might snable, and embolden him t0 do us much mifchief ; but
his mifcoaduct crce perceived, he would foon lofe the corfi-
dence which had been improperly repoied in him, and the
power of repeaiing his errors.

Next o this conciliatory difpofition, which it behoves us to
cuiuvate, as the means of affuaging party violence ; nothing
tar more conduce to the defired end, than 0 corre& an opini-
on wiiich has grown out of this party fpirit, waich is not
founded in fenfe, and 15 calculated to work a general corrup-
ton. Afhamed of the men who have too oftcn been employed
to promote particular fchemes and purpofes, and who have
been countenanced and rewarded ; we have becn forced, by
way of juibification, to draw a ditinQion betweea public and
privaz2 worth; and we hear the monitrous folecum of p:l;‘ti-

¢




10

cal bonefly, as centradiftinguithed from moral honefly 'The
idea is no lefs prepofterous than mifchievous. Honefty does
not confift in an ac?, or an opinfon : itis a principle in the mind
which can never vary; and if a man be not honeft in ever
thing, he is fo in nothing. He may fincerely believe that the
obje&t he is labouring to advance, “il” really be for the com-
mon good ; bat if he be morally dlﬁ}oneﬂ, his intereft will
be his only guide; and the fame principle, or want of princi-
ple, w hic) would lead him to cheat his friend, or his neigh-
bour, would prompt him, for the fake of his intereft, to be-
tray the public. I confider this opinion, as giving a pafiport
to every knave in the country, who bha; talents or effrontery,
to thofe honours and emoluments which are due, not to polisi-
«il konefly, but to ufeful fervices, and unimpeachable integrity.
Accordingly, we have feen that many, to whofe charaéters the
word Ao j#, could never have been attached, but for the in-
genious qualification that has been contrived, have nct teen
backward in putting forth their pretenfions, to the molt
zeJous and difinterefted patriotifm. They feck a refpe&a-
bility in public life, which they cannot maintaia in private ;
and claim a credit and confidence from the whole communi-y,
which they could not obtain from a fingle individual of 1t,
in relation to his cwn concerns.

If fuch perfons were generaliy diftruted, and frowned up-
on, the fource of popular impofition would be much dimi-
nithed ; party differences would dill exift, but upighr wieavs,
beiag mutually recognized, its violence would be confidera-
bly mutigated.

I am aware, however, that I greatly exceed my abilities,
in endeavouring to preftribe a remedy for a difeale of fo
much magnitude. Perhaos, too, 1 have erred, in the in.
dulgence of gloomy reflections, on a day of general triumph
and exultation It is becaufe I adore the work of this day ;
1t is becaufe | dearly eitimate the fervices of thofe who uc-
quired our independence, that I was prompted to examine
how far we had rendered ourfelves worthy of thofe fervices,
by the means we have fince purfued, to fccure the prize fo
nob'y conquered.  T'o preferve it, much has certainiy be-n
done; we may ftill coufider ourfelves asin full pofiztlicn
¢f 1t, and have {olid ground, for felf congratulatien. Yot

C wellesing,
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. Qin~, how th> Graviia and Romaa republics had tom-
~ ' picces ; and, ugon the ciuics which have proved the
< itsdt ug of all rrpubhics; foeing that they bave ooniformly
o o1 tecir fats, to civil diverd, anfi-g from the violence of
Pasy Pk, a d recognizing tye increafe of that fpint
2qoayR o 3 it was natanal to fel fome avpr-henfion of its
L. lefids.  Let us endeavor o Htter ourielves, that this
AD TCLCL IO 1S grealer, than is jultis:d by ouratasl fiteation,
12 32 enligaiasd people wul profit by the experience of
tron who have zane bafore them, a]. avoid their ruinous
ercelrc 3 that * vaited we fand, divided we £, will be
the motwo waich will caataaily profent ixfelf to our view, and
regulate cur actions, fo i to maincsin the ftrength, frees
dom and waity of our LmpirS, to e remcotef awves. Lai
farever it cannot ; for ¢ il things amwuel os are mortal and
e oenithabie; cities, de aad smpires have the's perieds fet;
« the proudsit moaum “uis of humaa ast mouider inte duft;
et even the woiks ol nawre wat old and decay.”  Amudft
this uaiverizl tend v 1 antiesion. vaiw and prefumptuous
would it bs, 10 expadt thit inmortalay thou:d bz aitached to
owr f:ail inftituticas. By chercuing, however, that hiberty
wiich is v il principle ol our governnent; and, by

aracy watcing the fvmpoms of decay ; we may indelge
the nope thit the period of cur naitical ditfolution, will be

Y

Eilden 1 e frined roceiies or e uhat the haud which

~aN\aN &
has hithoito condudied us trouth pert’s and dificultics; will
Jift us to tac proudeit helzits F £.0873 2ad taat mittions for

anes 1o come, will celebrae the wdscadence of thele

nates.




