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- AN APOLOGY.

1. As the fabftance of this difcourfe was delivered with-

out any writing, many particulars at'e here mentioned, not
named, when it was delivered. '

2. As fome may think this difcourfe fomewhat fevere
wpon kings and priefts of modern gimes, this may be a fuf-
ficient apology for it, that it was the authors defign, not to
lop the-limbs of the cld Palitical and .Ecclg/icz‘iiml TREE of
tyranny any more ; but to pluckit up by the roots, which
will fave the trouble of lopping new fprouts every year.

8. There is no doubt but many will prove that they do
not like this ; but tkis will be an pology for writing in fuch
2 manner that fome will not like 1c ; that the author did
not know how to write the #ruth concerning goverament and
weligion, in any other way<—and if any couvince him that
thefe things are not true, he is willing to be ‘taught the
right way. '

4, A few fhort pieces here, have been publifhed before,

and are again inferted ; becauft. 1t is the belt 1 know upon
the fubject.

5. Above all other apologies for this, the boge and belicf
that it will be a benefit to the * common pegple” 1s the greats
eft encouragenent to fend thefe things isto the world,
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Refpeited friends and .Bi'et/izjerz, .

" THROUGH the good hand of our Ged
upon us, we are all kindly preferved to fee the
day in this year of our Lord, one thoufand eight
hundred and ten, awhich brings to our minds the
Day, when rirry rFive Mex, in the name of the
people of the United States, declared-thefe -States
free and independent of all foreign power: what«

. ever. This bold and wife ftep, which has been

followed with bleflings innumerable ;—bleflings
enjoyed by no other nation on earth ;—bleflings
which could never have been enjoyed, had we
ftood connected with thofe powers who are now
involved in war, and verging on ruin. Were we
at this time allied to England or France, their
profperity ot adverfity muft unavoidably be ours.
Though many have wifthed for an alliance with
England ofenfiue and defenjive ; and though the
plan was laid for that purpofe, yet the fnare is
broken, and we are efcaped ; our help is in the
name of the Lord. There are.at this time but
two of the States, where a majority are againft the
mealures of the genera! government ; and with-
out doubt, the time is near when that finall nup-

- ter will be lefs. It is with pleafure we behold
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one of the ffy five who figned the Declaration of
- Andependence, now commander in chief in the
Commonwealth of Maffachufetts ; and while wé
fee him there, we rejoice to foe him the fame firm
friend to the people, that he was, when he and
others pledged their all to defend the declaration
which they had made. With all thefe things in
our view, in our poffefion, is there any duty for us
to perform, to God or man ? There certainly is.
‘Who fhall inferu& us in this ? Shall we go to the
fchool of moralifts ? Shall we lock to éing:r or
bifhops ; the desrees of popes or councils ? No. We
.will look to the King of &irgs for direétion in a
ppatter of fuch imiportance. =~ = ‘
‘This gz has given us in the following words;

Marrarw XXH. 21

« RENDER THEREFORE UNTO CESAR TH2R
THINGS WHICH ARE CESAR'S ; AND UNTO GOD

THE THINF?S THAT ARE GOD'S." S
"~ Thefe words were fpoken by Jefus Chrift on g
very fingular occafion. ‘The difciples of the Phar.
#fees, with the Herodians, (men who fhaped their
religion to the times) tempting him, afked him
the following queftion : * Is it lawful to give tri-
bute unto Cefar, or not "’ He told them to fhew
him a penny. When it was brought, he faid,
¢ Whofe is this image and fuperfcription "
¢ They fay unto him Cefar’s.”” * Then faith he
unto them, Render therepore unto Cefar the things
awhich are Cefar’s ; and unto God the things that are
God’s,”” The whole amount of this piece of Ay-
gocrify in his adverfaries, as I undezitand, is this :
They meant to entangle him. He told them he
¢id not come to deftroy the law, but to fulfil it.
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Had he preached obedience to the Roman law,
this would be reje@ting Mofes’ law. If he preach.
ed againlt paying tribute, he would have been
complained of as an enemy to the Roman gov-
ernment which the Jews werc then ander. Their
receiving and circulating Cefar’s money was: an
acknowledgment of Cefar's government ; this
being the cafe, his reply to them, thewed to them
that he was blek with wifdom from above. I
thefe words he fays to this amount : if you own
this is Cefar’s money, or money belonging to the .
governmient ; if the government which proteds
you, calls for their own, which you are favored
with, give it up when itis called for. If God re-
quires only his own, and nothing but what isrea._
fonable, give him the glory du¢ to his name.—
When the government requires that énly of you,
which you may do, and at the fame time rendeg;
to God ike things that are God’s, be always rea-
dy to do both. Shauld the government under
which we live require that of us which God has
forbidden, it would be very wrong to obey,~—
where the government only requires what is in
harmony with what God has commanded, it is
fin not to fubmit.

Thefe words contaih two things ¢

I. Ouv duty to the Government.

I1. Our duty to God, with our duty to the Gopern-
ment under which we live.

I. Our duty to the Government.
- Here are two things to be defcribed,

1. The Government. 2. Qur duty as fuljeds.

The word Government, has an extenfive mean-
ing, for it includes all who have any controul
oyer others, whcth;:' good or bad ; whether God
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Chreift, angels, devilsy good or bad men ; or a gov.
ernment of /aws, whether right or wrong. At
this time, it is my defign to defcribe governments
that have been, which are wrong ; and a govern.
sent, or conltituted authority, which we ought to
obey, and which we may obey ; and at the fame
time, render to God the things which are God’s.
~ There are feveral kinds of government in the
world at this time, and iz is proper to notice them
in a few words ; that we may know which is the
one for us to fubmit too.

Some writers tell us tliere are only three kinds
of government in the world ; Monarchy, Ariflocracy,
and Deimocracy ; there are, fRritly fpeaking, only
two, a good and bad. " There is not, and cannot
be but one good government ; there are many that
are bad, this we are certain of from what follows
under fuch governments. ¢ From the creation of
the world down to the flood, including a term of
Sfixteen hundred and fifty fix years, and for feveral
generations following, there was no government
among men that we have an account of, except-
ing Patriarchal ; which confifted in the authority
that the head of a family had over his dependants;
confequently about one third part of tue world’s
age ran down, without any fuch gove.nment as
that which the other two thirds have made fuch
a bufile about. Nimred, the great grandfon of
Noah, had more ambition and addrefs than his
cotemporaries, by which means he eftablifhed a
fupremacy over them. ¢ He was a mighty hun-
ter before the Lord.” He hunted men and re-
duced them to his will ; and by force and fraud,
turned the mild Patriaschal governments into a
vonjelidated, energetic Monarcly ; and frxed his em-
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ponum at Babylon, feven years before a like goy-
ernment was founded in Egypt.

On the firkt introdu&ion of Manarcl)y, the fpmt
" ran with fuch velogity, that a king was found in
almoft every village. Jofhua deftroyed about
thirty of them; and Adonibezek cut off the thumbs
and great taes of fventy more. In the midft ¢
this rage for empireal dignity, the Almighty God
fet up a government on earth, over the Ifraelites,
unlike ‘all that had been’ on earth befm‘e oci
was the fole founder of it. 'This governmént wag -
founded in the tawenty fifth century, from the cre-
ation of the world, and was an ecclefiaftical po-
litical infitucion. The fubjeds of this goveru-
ment, received all their laws, both civil and reli-
gious, diredly from God. The Ifraelites, how-
ever, by their apoftacy, had their government
‘turned into a qualified Monarchy ; next fplit, and
formed two kingdoms ; and after paffing through
many changes, were driven from their land, and
became extin& as a ‘Jody politic, about fixteen
hundred years after this eftablifhmrent.

While the Ifraelites were pafling through their
various changes, other nations were notidle. As
far as the cruelty of monarchs ; the fraud of de.
magogves ; the din of war; and other evils
would admit of, the nations were labouring to find
out that fheme of government, which would give
legiflators and magiftrates power enough te do
goody and yet bave the power fo counterpoifed,
that thofe in the pofleflion of it could do #0 harm.
For this purpofe, Monarchies, .Ariflocracies, and
Republicr were all put to the experiment, and pafl-
ed through their rifes, advances, full gloncs, de-
clines, and overthrows,
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From the deftru&ion of Trey, a few fugatives,
with Eneas at their head, fled to Tiburn, and laid
the foundation of that govetnment, ( Rome ) which
in time gave law to the world. 'The Chaldean,
Medo-Perfian, and Grecian empires, one after a-
nother became proftrate, and Rome having pafled
through fix or feven changes in her government,
rofe to the fummit of Empireal dignity with Au-
guftus Ceafar at her head, in which time Chrift
was born to rule all nations.

In the days of thefe kings, the God of keaven fet up
a kingdom, which will fland forever. This kingdom
or government of Chrilt, is radically different in
its ftru&@ure from all the governments that ever
were upon the earth. The laws of Chrit extend
to the heart, and take cognizance of every mental
exercife. The laws of ftate do not. The gov-
ernment of Chrift admits of the fufferings of an
innocent perfon for the guilty. Not fo in other
governments. Inthe government of Chrift, for-
givenefs of fins, and the refurre®ion of the dead,
are difcovered and fecured. This, philofophy
and ftate policy could never bring to light. In
this government, the penitent criminal is pardoned,
while the impenitent is punithed. Quite other-
wife with the laws of men. The kingdom or
government of Chrift is not bounded by territo-
rial limits,—oceans,—or lines of latitude, dut
ruleth over all,—including and favouring all faints
of all denominations, in all parts of the world,
who, neverthelefs are not freed from their allegi-
ance to any good government where they refide ;
but are under obligation to all the juft laws there-
of, and expofed to all their penalties, if they tranf-
grefs. On the afcenfion of Chrift, he left fome
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authority with his difciples to exegcife among
themfelves ; which extends no farther than a dec-
laration of wéhe and wbat they fellowthip, and abe
and avhat they do not. He has not left any pow-
er among the fuints to impofe fines, or inflict corpe-
real pynifbments on any man, though the moft a-
bandoned. The claim of the pope, therefore, and
of .all diocefan or other religious courts, 10 dethrone
kings,or punith heretics, is a criminal ufurpation.”
~ This is a concife hiftory of governments, par-
ticularly of Monarchies, from the days of Nimrod
to the reign of Auguflus Cefar, who ordered all
the world to be taxed to him. Whoever reads
the hiRtory of the rife and fall of Monarchies, with
the craclties, opprefions, awars, bloodfhed, famines,
and all stber evils, which have heen their conftant
attendants, mult be convinced that there is fome-
thing wrong in fuca governments ; the govern.
ments themfelves, are the wrongs. Men have
{ried, and tried in vain, to make Monarchics better §.
but it never has, nor never will be done. Mon-
archy is the will and power of one, without the
many. It isa government of man, and not a
government of laws. It is refigning that to one
which heaven has givento ali. It s giving all
the right and liberty to one, and depriving all the
reft of that which God has given to all. -~ This at
once fits a tyrant ove- a nation of flaves. Arif-
tocracies differ nothing in nature from Monarchies.
This is the will of a few, inftead of one, and leads
to bondage, and all the evils which are found in
Monarchies.

Many think that the old Roman empire has
been overthrown for centuries palt, but this is a
iltake ; it #s now ftanding, and that city to thig
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moment rules over the kings of the earth There
15 noO perfon in any country, friendiy to Monar-
chies, but is friendly to the Roman government,
‘under the Pope. The ancient form of govern-
 mment, by Wthh Rome ruled the world, has been
~ long laid afide, and the world has been reled by
the mother of harlots, who has weakened kings,
with the contents of her golden!cup, and managed
them at plea.fure, dethroning them, cauﬁng a king
to hold the Ritrup for the Pope, hold his horfe’s -
bridle, kifs ‘his great toe, lay under his table,
while he ate his dinner, ftand at his door four days
in the cald, to humble him, before he would reftore
“him to his kingdom. All this has been done in
Rome. The Pope came to this power in the fol«
lowing manner .—Conftantine the Roman Em-
_peror, built . the city, Byzantium, and called it
Conflantinsple, after himfelf, and removed the feat
of government from Rome to that ctty, which
gave the bifhops of Rome an opportunity to in-
creafe in power and dominion, till at laft the Ro-
~man bithop declared himfelf, umverﬁzl bifhop, and
fole emperor of the old Roman empire. He wore
two fwords, to fhew that he had temporal and
{piritual power on earth, over all kings & bithops,
and called himfelf Chr g/i’.r Vicar, another God
upon earth, and for many years, &ings, princes,
bifhopry and millions befides, thought afg this was
true. A large part of Italy wastill within a few
months the Pope’s territory, and fome part of
it was exempt from all human laws whatever, {o
that all the .-ogues and abominable wretches of ev.
ery deflcription, who could reach that fpot, called
the afjlum, were out of the reach of any human
authority, which made the feat of this bealt the
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¢entre for all the ungodly Clergy, where they
. could enjoy'the benefit of clergy, which was to
<¢ommit wickednefs, and efcape punithment from
_men. . e .
This governtent has re¢zived an awful fhock
vithin a few years from the French Emperor, who
has took away his dominion, to confume it to the
‘end. He has made the Popé tremble and flee ;
~has bound him in chains, and proved to the world
that the fhunder of the pope’s excommuaication is
- -niothing but a noife. Itis not likely thit the days
of profperity will ever again return to a long lift
of popesin Rome. -~~~
~ That thé old Roman empire has ftood under
the popes till within a fhort time, and ruled over
the kings of the earth, is evident from this: in all.
countries where a fet of men are found called the
Clergy, there we find a'lamentation among them
on account of the adverfity of the pope, and cath-
olic clergy. For many years the clergy in this
and other countries, were heard to pray for the
fall of Babylon, or the papal power ; but fince
it began to fall, as their prayers are anfwered,
they have left off ; and now lament, faying, alas,
that great city by which we were made rich.—-
Notwithftanding the catholic clergy were-an a-
bominable fet of men, pra&ifing all kinds of wick-
~ ednefs, under the name of the minifters of God ;
pretending to pardon fins 3 pray fouls out of pur-
gatory, and robbing the people of their money ;
yet when they had blood to drink, and were im.
prifoned in the charches, bebeaded, or banifbed, for
their wickednefs, &c. Dr. Ofgood, in his Duvid’s
lamentation over them, faid that the government

of France had put to death faventy four thoufand
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ofpel minifers 3 juft like him@lf, I thould fuppofe.
%‘h‘e Clergy have for many years been dreffed. in
‘black, and are now dreffed in mourning from Paf-
famaquoddy to Georgid, as well as in various
parts of Europe. They have delivered feveral
funeral fermons on the occafion ; Dr. Ofgood’s
at'Cambtidge, and Mr. Parifh’s ele®ion fermon,
- thay be taken as famples, with fome of Dr.
Dwight’s poetical dirges to be fung at the funeral
of Popery. The clergy appear alarmed, and no
‘wonder, the vial is poured out upon the feat of
the bealt; and they gnaw their tongues for pain.
- Inall Monarchical governments for ages paft,
there has been fomething invented, éncouraged, ef-
tablifbed, and forced upon che people without their
confent, calculated to keep them in bondage and
ignorance, and to raife a fet of idle mafters over
them, called religion.  This has ever been a curfe
to mankind ; for whatever is called religion,
‘which is dependent on #ings, emperors, or bifhops,
for its exiltence, is not the true religion, and is
therefore an injury, and not a benefit to fociety.
‘That Religion which is upheld by human laws, i%
‘Iporatry. The firlt teligious eftablifiment in
the world, was in the firft kingdom in the world,
at Babylon. Nimrod eltablifhed the kingdom,
and Nebuchadnezzer, eftablifhed an Idolatrous
worthip in that kingdom.

The account of this eltablifhment is recorded
in Daniel iii. 1, 2, 2, 4, §, 6, 7, * Nebuchadnez-
zer the king made an image of gold, whofe height
was three fcore cubits, and the breadth thereof
fix cubits ; he fet it up in the plain of Dura, in
the province of Babylon. Then Nebuchadnezzer
- the king fent to gather together the princes, the
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fo'vetnofs;’ and the captains, the judges, the trea-
fvers, the counfellers, the fheriffs, and all the ru-
jers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of
the image which Nebuchadnezzer the king had
:fet up. Then the princes, the governors, and
_ '<aptains, the éudges;rthe treafurers, the counfel.
Yors, the fleriffs, and dll the rulers of the provia-
<es, were gathered together unto the dedication
of the image thut Nebuchadnezzer the king had
fzt up ; #nd ithey flood before the image that
Nebuchadnezzer had fet' up.  Then an herald
cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people,
mations, and languages, That at what time ye
‘bear the found of the cornet, flute; harp, fackbut,
phaltety, dulcimer, and all kinds of mufick, ye falt
down and woithip the golden image that Nebu-
chadnezzer the king had fet up.. And whofo
falleth not down and worfhippeth fhall the fame
bour be caft into the midft of a burning flery fur-
nace. 'Therefore at that time, when' all the peo-
ple heard the found of the cornet, flute, harp, fack-
but; plaltery, and all kinds of mufick, all the peo-
ple, the nations, and the languages, fell down and
worfhipped the golden image that Nebuchadnez-
zer the king had fer. up.” - |
~ Here is a pattern of a religious eftablifiment
_.hich has been followed in all ages, down to this
day, and in almolt all countries.
1. The king invented the worfhip ; and refpect
10 the image, was refpect to the king ; for when
they bowed to his image, they obeyed him. This
is the cafe in the prefent day ; the king com.
mands, and we muft obey. !
2. The Princes——Governors— Captains— Fudges
-—Treaﬁ;rer:--Caug/éllar:-—S/)eriﬁ?—-and all the

N
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rulers of the provinces were at the dedicationy
to fantion what the king had commanded.—~
‘What the king commands, and all the great men
in the kingdom approve of, it is thought muft
certainly be right. If the rulers have believed,
this is enough with many.

3. The worfhip being appointed by the king,
arid approved of by all the gréat men in the king-
dom, the people muft be driven to obedience, if
they are not volantary in their fubmiflion. Qbe-
dience or death, at a certain time. They fhall
attend public worfhip once in fo many months, or
be fined. They thall have preaching three
months out of fix, or pay a fine, or be imprifoned
for not paying the minifters tax, &c.

4. This eftablifhed Fdolatry, wag not conftant,
but at ftated times,—when they heard the found
of all the maefical intruments. Such a kind of
- worthip is carried on to this day, when the be/4
calls them together, they muft wait till they hear
the found of the flute, barp, claronet, bafi vial, orgary
and fiddle ; then all muflt begin the fervice as it is
called § all muft worfhip in appearance, for the
fpace of an half hout or more, then all are dif-
miffed, the worthip is over for that wéek, unlefs
they fhould happen to hear the fovnd of the mu-
fical infiruments again before another.weex.

5. All who refufed, were to be burnt alive, for
their difobedience, if fire would burn them.

This is a fample of all religious eftabliffments,
in all kingdoms, down to this day. How many
innocent men and women in Lngland, France,
and other countries, have been buint alive, be-
caufe they would not worfhip the image which
the king had fet up, and the rulers acknowledged
O that America was clear of fuch [d:latry !
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- 6. Notwithftanding all this, there were fome
awhom the king could not command ; and thofe
ke could not punith. He calt three into the fur-
mace, and they came out unhurt. This led him
to a fleration af,~—they may worfhip their God,
and none fhall fpeak amifs of him ; if they do,
they fhall be cut in pieces, and their houfes made
a dunghill.  This has been done in feveral king-
doms. In England when they could not, by jm-
prifoning, burning, banging, drowming, nor any other
‘way, prevent the diffenters from worfhipping God -
contrary to law, they then paffed the foleration 4¢7,
that they might worfhip in another way ; but
they mult pay tithes of all they poflefs, for the
fapport of the Glergy of the eflablifbed, idolatrous
zeligion of the kingdom, of the proteftant name,
Epifcopal form, with the king for the head of the.
church, and the Lord Archbifhop for his bead,
tocondu& him in leading firings as he fhall pleafe
to dire@. We need nat loek far to fee all thefe
things in miniature at lealt, if got in full length.

What a variety of names and forms have been
invented to keep up the credit of fuch eftablith-
ments in different kingdoms. Hierarchies, Eccler
Seaflical courts, Inguifitions, Rubrics, Confiflories, Can-
emsy Creeds, Covenants, Platforms, Syflems of Divin-
dty, Confeffions of faith, Popes, Cardimals, Fefuits,.
Clergyin the Romifh Idolatry. Parriarchs, Cler
in the Greek Jdolatry, Lord Archbithops, Arch-
bifhops, Bifhops, Re&ors, Rural deans, Curates,
‘Primates in the Englith Idolatry, Reverands,
D. D’s, Trinitarians, Profeflors &c. in the Amer-
Vcan Jdolatry ; all thefe things fan&ioned by the
king, and the rulers of the people, for oar haly re-
bipion, the religion of our fathers; a religion
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which led them to whip fome, imprifois fome, banith
fome, and hang fome ; befides taking property
by force to fupport priefts who ride upon a gov-
ernment where {Gch things are fan&iozed by law.
The men called tcachers in this religion, may
with propriety {ay of this eftablifiment as Deme-
trius did of his fhrines : “ By this awe have our
awealth ;” for when their annnal income ftops,
they preach no more there ; but if that goes on, -
they will preach (or read) if there is not more
than one to hear,

In all Monarchical governments, there are three
things to awe the people into fubjeétion to tyrants g
3. The King. 2. The flanding Army. 3. The Pricfis.

Before we defcribe the government of this
Country, a government which is the delight of all
the fons of Liberty, and the terror of civil and
ecclefiaftical tyrants, we will prefent a PiGure of
thefe three things, to tyrants and people, at thi-
time, when a free people are triumphing over the
plans of open and fecret enemies, who have en-
deavoured to overthrow a free government, and
elablith tyranny in its ftead.

- The PICTURE, is this :—Two companies
ftanding in fight of each other, one large, the
other fmall. The large containing every pro-
feflion ufeful to fociety ; the other {mall, wearing
marks of diftin¢tion, appearing as though they did
no labour, yet in rich attire, glittering with gold
and filver, while their plump and ruddy counte-
nances, prove them perfons of leifure and riches.

The large eompany ftanding at a diltance from
the finall, thus addrefled them : \

“ Why do ye ftand thus apart from us }—Are
pot ye of our number |
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% No (replied the other) ye are the people ; bug
we are quite a different order ; we are a dignifid
and privileged clafs ; we have feparate lanws, cufloms
and rights peculiar to ourfelves.” SRR

~ People. « And what fpecies of labour is it, that
ye have a fhare in performing in this fociety of
ours ?" |

* Privileged Clafi. “NoxE : we are pot made to
Iabour,” |

" People. ¥ How then have ye acquired your
wealth S .

~ Privileged Clafs. * By taking the pains to gov.
etn yon.”

Pegple. «To govern us, to be fure! a pretty
kind of governimg truly ! We have the toil, and
yon the enjoyment ; we produce, and you fpend ;
wealth flows from the {weat of our érouwy, and you
engrofs it to yourfelves. Go, ye dignified and
privileged, who are not of the pesple, go and form
a natior; ap27t, and govern yourfelves,”

Privileged Clafs. [ [peaking among themfelves,
Jaid] “ to mix and place ourfelves on a level with
‘the common pesple, would be beyond all mreafure
degrading and vilifying. What ¢ are they not
born to ferve us ? and are we not men of a total.
1y ditin& blood and fuperior pedigree ! And the
givil governsrs {aid, the pzople are mild and tradia-
#le, and naturally frvile, we muft fpeak to them
sn the name cf the 4ing and the lany, and they will
fhortly return to their duty. Pegple ! It is the
royal will and pleafure of our fovereign lord the
#ing, he commands, and gracioufly ordains.”

Peaple. * The king has no will or pleafure of
bis own, in his political capacity, independent of
ghe fafcty and wellgare of the people ;~he can

2
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neither command nor drdain but accordin
the fovereign voice of the law, under which, like
ourfelves, fe is a fubjel?.”

Civil Governers. * The law calls upon you for
fubmiffion.”

Pegple. ¢ The law is a general will ; and a re«
formation of abufes is our will.”

Civil Governors. * Y: are in that cafe, a rebel-
lious people.”

People. * NaTions never revolt ; tyrants only
are rebels.”’

Civil Governors. ¢ Fhe king is on our fide, and
he enjoins you to fubmit.”

Pesple. ¢ Kings cannot be feparated from their
refpedive nations, of which they form a conftity-
ent part or member. The king of ours cannot,
of courfe, be on your fide ; ye can, therefore,
have nothing but his bare thadow to fubftantiate
your pretenfions.”’

“ Then the Military Goverrors advanced, and
faid, the people are timid ; let us threaten them ;
there is no way of bringing them to obedicnce but
by force. Soldiers chaflife this infilent rabble !"

People. ¢ Soldiers, are not we all of one kindred,
and children of the fame national family ! Will
ye ftrike your own bretiren 2 If zhe people be def-
troyed, wl'» will fupport the army > And the
Joldiers grounding their arms, faid to their chiefs,
“ we too are a part of 2he peaple, thew us the enemy.””

“ Then the Eeclefraflical Goyernors faid ; there
is now but one refource left.  T/e people arve {u-
perftitious ; we muft swe and intimidale them
with ths names of Gsd and religion.”

Priefts.  Our dearly beloved b ethren! our faithful
children ! God has ipecially commiflioped us to
govern you.”
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People. “Produce the patent of his commiffion.”

Priefls. ¢ Ye mult have faith ; reafon bewil.
ders and leads men altray.” |

People. ¢« And would you govern without re
courfe to reafon ” | o

Priefls. < God is the God of peace y religion
enjoins you to obey.” |

Pesple. ¢ Peace naturally fuppofes jultice ; and
obedience implies the obfervance of an acknowl.
edged and pre-exifting law.” - |

Prizfls. ¢ Men are only fent into this warld Mor
grial and fuffering.” a

Pecple. ¢ Shew us thea an example by fuffer-
sng yourfelves.” *

Pricfir, ¢ Would you live without God of
kings |

People. ¢ We wifh to live without tyrants.”
 Priefs. ¢ Ye cannot do without mediator: tq
gntercede and a& in your behalf.”

People. ¢ Ye mediators with God, and with
kings ! ye courtiers and pricfls ! your fervices ave
too expenfive ; henceforth we mean tc take the
management of our affairs into our own hands.”

Then the privileged clafs exclaimed, « We are
bfty it is all over with us ; the people are enlightened I'*

“ And the people replied; no, no, by being
loft, ye are faved ; for, fince we arg enlightered,
our power fhall not be abufed ;—our defires ex.-
tend not beyond our juft rights. Refentment it
were impoflible rot to feel, but we fhall now bury
it in the grave of oblivion ; we were flaves, we
<an now command ; but, our will is only to bz
free, and by willing it, we are fo.”

- Although the above Picture was originally de.
f.gned for the European: ; yet it may with pro-
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priety be hung vp in the parbours and cottage: n
America, as a warning to fyrants, and encourage.
ment to the people, to remain Free while they are fo.

Having given a fhort defcription of Monarchiess
with the things contained in them, under the
names of Ariffocracies, Hierarchies, Confiflories, &e..
we now proceed to a fhort defcription of the gov-
ernment of this country ; a country of which we
may fay, “the lines are fallen to us in pleafant
placss, and we have a goodly heritage.”

Qsy bsvernmcnt is a Republican, or Democrati-
cal - one, in the full fenfe of the word ; which
means a government of the people, and not of one
of a few of the. many. The People firlt chole
the government ; next they adnpted it, and lait
of all they are determined to retain and defend it ;
though many without and within this govern-
ment are cppofed to it.

Until the {ourth of July, 1776, which is thirty
four years ago this day, thefe States were Briti/h
colonies, ander the controul of a foreign, defpotic,
ecclefiaflical, tyramical Power, And had it not
been for the Declaration 6f Independence made
and acknowledged by Britain on that day, by
ﬁfty five men, in the name and behalf of an whole
nation ; a day which we now rejoice to mention ;
we fhould th:s day, inftead of rejoicing as free-
men, been a nation of flaves, groaning in bondage
at home, confined in prifonfhips, or bleeding in
the field of battle, to gratify the pride and ambi-
tion of a few who think themfelves born only to
rule.  With what propriety did the Congrefs of
thele States.appeal to the Supreme Judge of the
world, for the reétitude of their intentions, when
they withdrew their allegiance from the king of




Britdin, and declared themfelves free and inde.
pendent States ! Who .can forbear to rejoice in
that event, and in the confequences .of the fame,
which have come to the people at this day.
 The words ufed to defcribe the ConfRitution of
dur Republican government, are words of mufic ;
inltead of his facred magefly, or his hdlinefs the pope,

are thefe words.: . =~ - o
«“We, THE PEOPLE of the Unitad States,
in order to form a .more perfed union, eftablih
Jultice, enfure domeftic tranquility, provide for
- she ¢ommon defence, promote the general wel-
fare, and fecare the bleflingsof Liberty to our-
delves, and our pofterity, do ordain and eftablith
this Conftitution for the UNITED STATES:
OF AMERICA,”? viz. | |
« All legiflative powers herein granted fhall be
vefted in a Congrefs of the United States, whickh
fhall confift of a Senate and Haudfe of Reprefentas
tives. The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall be
compofed of members chofen every fecond year,
by Tue ProrLE of the feveral States,” &c,
% The exeeutive power fhall be vefted in a Pre,
fident of the United States of America. He fhall
"Bold his office for the term of four years.”
¢ The Judiciary powers of the United States
fhall be vefted in one fupreme court, and in fuch
inferior courts as the Congrefs may from time to
gime ordain and eftablifh.” a
“ Congrefs fhall make NO LAW refpe&ing
an Estasvisement of RELIGION, ar prohib-
sting the ¥rEB exercife thereof ; or abridging the
#rEEDOM of Speech, or of the Press ; or the 1ight
of THE PEOPLE peaceably to affemble, and
petikion the government for a redrefs of grievances

\
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Thefe are on!y a few of the many gsod thmgs
contained in the Conftitution of this REPUB-
LICAN GOVERNMENT, where The ProrLe
are confidered as ading, mﬁead of being their own
worft enemies, not fit to govern themfelves, &c.
Waj]ozngton, Franklin, 76%’::/5;!, Madifon, Langdon,
Gerry, and others, thought Tre ProrLr were ca-
pable of aing and choofing ‘public men, as fer-
vants to act by their appointment, and to be re-
called, when they found them ading contrary to
the general good of the THE PEOPLE.

'We read with pecuhar fatisfaction, the third
article in the amepdment of the Conflitution of
t}xe United States ; where it is faid, ConGRESS
SHALL MAKE NO LAW RESPECTING AN ESTABLISH-
MENT oF RELIGION, OR PROHIBITING THE FREE
EXERCISE ' THEREOR” Noththﬁandmg Dr.
Morfe is a Federalift, a State prigft, an advocate
for State religion ; yet, he has made the follow-
ing jult remarks upon the Con(htqnon of the
Ubited States : :

¢ The Conftitution of the United States pro-
vides againft the making of any law refpedting
~an Eflqblifbment of Religion, or prchibiting the
free exercife thereof. And in the Conltitutions
of the refpe&xve States, religious liberty is a fun-
~damental principle. In this important article, our
government is dtﬁmgu:{hed from that of every
‘other nation, if we ¢gxcept France. Religionhere
is placed on its proper bafis ; without the feeble

and unwarranted aid of the civil power, it is left
to be fupported by its own evidence, hv the lives
of its profeffors, and the Almighty caie of its Di-
vine Author.”  [See Morfe's Geo. val. 1. p. 268.
Who could have thought of fuch noble thingd
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from Dr. Morfe ! Compare this .with one. of his

Yaft fermons, his notes from Barruel, Ocean Maf-
facre, plafis to tpfet Religion, &c. &c, He fpeaks
of it as an excellent thing for the Conﬂxthon of
the United Stdtes, to providé dgainlt a law for
religious eftablihments. He fays, that “in the
Conltitutions of the refpedtive States, religinus
Liberty is a fundamental principle.” ' True, and
what trouble has comé on the people by not at-
tending to this particular. ’

As the Conflitution of the United States d’eclares ‘
all men free, fo does the Conftitution of each
Staté in the Union. In this particulaf, (fays Dr.
Morfe;) * Our government is diftinguithed from
that of every other nation.” This witnefs is trte ;
. and though othér governments in the wotld are

called Repubhcs ; yet ours is the only oné on
earth, which is fo in évery fenfe. ‘This is the red-
fon our government does not fhake, while fo ma.
ny others are thaking and removing, as thmgs
that are made. This is the reafon why fo many
of the civil and ecclefialtical nobility are againft it.
Our government is in reality, “hat it is calledm
A REPUBLIC. There ate many in this cotn-
try, who would be. willing to have a Republican
government, if the fame things wete eltablithed by
Jaw, as are eftablithed in Monarchies. They
would rejoice to have a Republican government,
that would harmonize with the Britith govern.
ment, where the people are divided into Clergy
and Laity.

In cnniequence of being under fuch a govern.
ment, the people of almolt every State are free to
act for themiclves, in matters of Religion ; and
was each Conflitution confiftent with itfelf, and
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with rﬁe Confitution of the Uaited States, and
were there no laws made contrary to the Confti-
tution of each State, alk would be free from that
oppreflion whicl many esperience in different
parts of New England.

There is certamly a defeét fomewhere, or there
would not be fuch complaints as are heard, par-
ticularly in Maffachufetts. If the Conﬁututm&
and laws of this State were in harmony with the
~ general government, thould we fee men forced to

pay a tax for the fupport of a minifter of another
‘denomination ? fhould we fee inen deprived of
their money by force ? fhould we fee their borfer,
- cows, fheep, fuvine, bikles, &e. taken from them and
fold at audion in this State, if the laws were in
harmony with the general government? We -
fhould not. If the tree was good, the fruit would
not be corrupt. I will here quote a few words
from the Bill of rights, acknowledged by the Com.
monwealth of Maflachufetts. In the fecond artf-
cle, it fs declared, to be, «“ The right as well ag
. dutys of all men in fociety, publicly, and at ftated
feafons, to worfhip the Supreme Being, the great
Creator and Preferver of the Univerfe. And no
fubjet fhall be hurt, mole, jkd, or refirained, in his
per]bn, liberty, ot eftate, for worthipping Godin the
manner and feafon moft agreeable to the di@ates
of his own confcience, or for his religious profef-
fion or fentiments, provided he does not difturb
the public peace, or obitru& others in their reli.
gious worfhip.” This is exa@ly in harmony with
the Conftitution of the United States ; this fome
of the citizens in this Commonwealth enjoy, and
fome do not. In all the [eaport towns, the people
enjoy this zight, they are not molefted, hurt, or




“

(25}

veftrained, in tReir perfons or propfty ; cach one
worfhips as he pleafes, if he worfhips atall.. Some
in the country towns enjoy the fame. .The Qua-
kers, and Shaking Q\;akers, are not molefted or
reftrained in their perfons or eftates, though they
are not incorporated: - And their being unincor-

" porated, is not ufed as an argument in favour of

taxing them to the State Clergy. The Baptifts,
Methodifts, Yniverfalifts, & Chriftians, who per-

_ haps, taken colle&ively, are as good citizens as the

others, are by law deprived of a privilege allowed
to the citizens i the feaports, and to the Quakers,
or Friends. The other good citizens, who are

- willing, and do give their money to fupport the

government, mult be taxed to the parifh priefl,
whom they never hear ;. may try to draw it out
of the treafury, fue the town, be troubled with
vexations and expenfive Jawfuits, and then be fre.
quently denied the right which others enjoy free
from expenfe. The+~ have their property taken
from them by force, fold at au&ion, and fome of
them imprifined ; becaufe they plead for their
right according to the fecond article of the Bill

‘of rights. Thefe things are unjuft violations of

the Conflitation of this Commmonwealth,and oughs
not to pafs unnoticed. The people ought to re-
member, that when the Coanftitution of the Unit-
ed States was adopted, a new government was
received, exaétly oppofite to the Britith govern-
ment. They ought to remember, that when the
Conflitution of this Commonwealth was adopted,
a new State government was adopted, upon a
principlé entirely different from that which leads

- to hanging and banifhing thofe who worfhipped

God contrary to law.
C
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The fa& appears to mie to be this, a new gov-
- ernrient i adopted, néw laws are madé as to
things political ; and that the old laws concern-
ing what is called religion ftands, of new ones are
made to enforce the old ones. BN
‘The fame Hierarchy which was a part of the
old colony government of Maffachufetts, is now
ftanding, and though it is left out of the Conftitu-
tion, as an outcalt, yet the Legi'ﬂature has taken
it in, and made.provifion for its exiftence, and
the maintenance of thofe who build upon that
foundation. When Dr. Morfe faid, “ Religion
- here [in America, in Mafs.] is placed on its pro-
per bafis ; withost the feeble and unwarranted
aid of the ¢ivil powez, it is left to be fupported by
its own evidence, by the lives of its profeflors, and
the Almighty care of its Divine Author,” he
furely did not mean the old Hierarchy. of Maffa-
chafetts ; for if the civil power was to leave that,
as the Conftitution has, it would not be three
months, (I conclude) before nearly every State
prieft would be out of employ ; for there are but
few towns who like them well enough to fupport
them. There is a law to oblige every body pol-
itic to employ one of them three months out of
fix, or pay a fine from 30 to 100 dollars for every
fuch negle& ;—f{ome patifhes have them to fave
the tine, and fome pay the fine to fave money.—
If there was no more in the laws of Maffachufetts
to fupport ftate priefts, than there is in the Con-
Slitution, they would be like the fifth when the tiv.
ers are dried up ; they would choak in the air.
To do juftice to this part of my jubje, and to
my hearers, it is neceflary to give a thort delcrip.
tion of this Hi¢rarchy, with fome of the laws made
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to fupport it. . Though this is not in thc Cdn{‘t-
tution, yet it is in various parts of the bady, ‘and
may be purged out by applymg fomething to the
feat of life,—It has broke out in feveral parts of
the body, and though feveral pieces of court plaf-
ter haye been applied, yet a cure is not effe&ed,.
and never will be till meafures are taken to drive
it from every part of the body. The Hierarchy
or State Rehg:on, is this, according to the beﬂ:
undexﬁandmg [ have of it :—

A CompouNp,—T1. Of good words. 3. Paganifin,
3. Tradition. 4. Superflition. 3. Inzquality. 6.

Opprefion. 7. Bondage 8. Pride. g. Gain to a
Jeav, and bofs to many, with mifery atm’ d ﬁmﬂ!an ;

upheld by human lawws.

" All this I'thiok can be proved from the Haws
now in forcs, and from the hiftory of thofe who
havc been the advocates of this rehgnon

1. The firlt thmg in this religion is good awerds.
The law mentiops a “ Supreme Bring, worfbipping
dez Teacber: of Re/:gzon, Lord's Day, Picty,” &c.

" Thefe are the gocd words and fair fpeeches, which

deceive the hearts of the fimple. Were a ftranger
bately to read thefe good words in the laws of
Maffarhufetts, he would think himfelf among the
moft upright people on earth ; but what muft his
mind be, when reading the Pagan{/'m, Superflition,
Inequality, Oppreffion, Bondage, Pride, and all other
things equally ruinous, whu.h ftand with thele
good words.

2. A fecond part of this compound, is Padiix-
1sM. By this [ mean, that which originated a.
mong thofc who worfhipped idols.

Almoft the whole of what was parifh rel:guoﬁ
in Rome, in the days of Numa, is enjoined by law
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in Maffachufetts ; and is as much paganifin under
the name of chriftianity, as under the govern-
ment of the Romans. People in general look at
the name ; but let us Jook at the nature of this
pagan part.
* Parifp Religion i3 a part of pagaxifin ; it orig-
inated in Rome under Numa ; was brought inte
England from thence, and it was fpread into this
gountry from England. The word Parigu, fig-
tiifies the precin& of a parochial church, or a cir-
cuit of ground inhabited by people who. belong
1o one meetingdoufe, and are under the particu-
far charge of its miniter. [See Ency.] Every
perfon almoft in the ftate, has heard of the parifp,
and of the religion peculiar to it.
” Where did thefe parih matters originate ? In
Rome ; more than two thoufand vears ago. The
Romans confidered this kind of religion as anen.
gine of government, and in all ages of Rome it
Aas been pratifed with fuccefs. |
- Romulus divided the city into thirty Curie,
that is, Parifhes. 1n each parilh one man prefid-
- ed, or ruled, called Curio, or curate. Each par-
ifh had a temple and God. On certain flated
days the law obliged the people to aflemble at the
public hall built for that purpofe, and confecrated
or dedicated, to the parith deity. The curate
was eleted by the parifh ; his office was for life,
His family were exempted from paying taxes, and
- bearing arms, fupported by public funds, and
hogored with many privileges. [See Rollia’s
Réign of Romulus. Robinfon’s Retearches. ]
Though fome pretended that this Parifb Reli-
$ion was divine ; yet the learned in Rome kuew
it was a cheat, and the theory of this Roman see
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ligion, eftablithed by law, was a theory of fuper.
ftition, incorporaled into civil government by
fraud, and impofed on the Empire by force.
What is the difference between patith religion
in Rome, England, and Maflachufetts ? There moft
be a temple, dedicated to God, they fay ; but af-
terwards, it is called and confidered the migifter’s
houfe ; minifter’s church ; and minifter’s parifh,
and tax. Heis confidered the parih Gud; for
when ke is gone, the door is thut ; there is noth-
ing to worfhip. Here the minilter is fettled for
life ; exempted from taxes, and fo on.  This is
paganifm under the name of Chriftianity ; fup.
ported by the law of the §tate, - .
Another part of paganifm, is alaw to. make
people worthip on 3 particolar day, more than
any other ; this was an ancient law of Rome,
and was a part of parifh religion. §uch a thing
as binding men to obferve one day, more than
another, was never enjoined. after the birth of
Chrift, till the reign of Conftantine. Jefus nor
his apoftles never bound men to worfhip on par.
ticular days, bat told every man to be fully per-
~ fuaded in his own mind. Conftantine undertook,
influenced by the clergy, to make men religious
once in a week, and from him it is handed down
and is now a part of State Religion. -
- The following account of the law made by
Conftantine, concerning the Lo:d’s day, is given
in the Encyclopedia, in thefe words: ¢ It was
Conftantine the great, who firft made a law for
the proper obfervation of Sunday ; (or ;.nrd’s
day) and who according to Eufebius, appointed
it {hould he regularly celebrated thronghout the
Roman Empire. Before him, and even in his
C2
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' fime, they '*obférvﬁdthe‘ ch'i*éh Sabbath-as well gs

Sungy i borh to fatisfy the lear of Mofes, and to

~ imitate thie apoftles, who ufed to meet together
.on the i, day. S B

~ By Coaftantine’s law made ‘@ the year 321, it
was decracd, that for the future,the Sunday thould
be kept ava day of reft in all cities and towns ;
“but he alioved thie country people to follow their
- work. In the year 538, the council of Orleans
- prohibited gounty labour ;- but becaufe there
were Rill many Jews it Gaul, (or France)- and
‘the pe‘oplé?gﬂ into many fuperftitious ufagés.in
the celebrition of the new Sabbath, like thofe of
the Jews among that of the old ; the council de-
“clares, that to hold it unlawful to travel with horfe

&3, cattle, and carriages, to prepare food, or to do

“any thing neceffary to cleanlinefs and decency of
- Houfes, or of perfons, favours more of Judaifin
- than of Chriftianity.” [ See Ency. article Sunday.’
If Jefus Chrilt and the apoftles have not boun
us to’ one day, the State has no right to do it
Letevery man be fully perfuaded in his own
mind, is the declaration of Paul. ‘This account
proves, that alaw to make men religious once
in a week, fo that the prieft may get his money,
is a part of paganifm ; which originated in Rome
where the parifh law begun. o
I believe it a daty to affemble together for pub-
lic worfhip, on the firt day of the week, but I do
not meet on that day becaufe Mofes {ays, remem-
- ber the Sabbath day to keep it holy ; if J did, I
fhould meet the feventh day inftead of the frft.
- 1do not meet on that day becaufe the ftate law
fays fo; for if I did, it would be fubmitting to a
part of Rate religion which is idolatry ; but I
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“yveet after the exarpple of Chrift, the apoﬂ!cs, and

_primitive faints wbo loved the example of Chri
" o well, that they needed po law to bind them to
" yneet once in three months, or pay a fine.

3. A third part of this compound is Tra-

‘vprrion. This means fomethmg unfcriptural hand-
‘ed down from one generation to another, and

believed and  pradifed, becaufe others have done
it, and not becaufe the Lord has comymanded ir.
Human do&rines and. practices, are introduced

~and pra@lifed in this State, by the clergy; and

multitudes of the people receive them as the
gommands of God, and at the fame time they fet
afide the commands of God, to keep their tradi~
tions. The praice of {prinkling children, own-

- ing the covenant, as it is called, being propounde&.
- then method of ordammg priefts, thankf{giving

agd falt days, &e. are all anfcriptural, & only the
traditions of their fathers.

4 Sy PERSTITION, is a fourth part of this awful
mixture.  Superftition, fignifies ignérant wor-
ﬂup, or manifelling refped to that which a per-

fon is ignorant of.  This was the fituation of the

people in Athens, when they worfhipped the un-

- %nown God. Paul told ther they were too fuper

flitious in al] things.

The Samaritans were in the fame fituation.
Jefus faid, % ye worfhip ye know not what ; we
know what we worfhip, falvation is of the Jews.”

The greater part of the ftate religion worfhip~
pers are of this kind. This fuperRition feems te
be entailed on the people. The priek to be A
ceptable to a parifh, muft ferve according to an.
cient cuftom, or not be called by the parith. To
- be acceptable, he muft read and pratifs.to pleafe
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hem  if he does not he is {‘ure to be turncd away.
A this way, pri¢ft and people remain ignorant of
the right way. If a man’ preaches to this clafs
of people whit the new tc&ament fays, he is con.

‘ ﬁde'e a decewcr, a awolf, an ignorant man, or
idle ; mrmng the'world upfide down, and endcav-

- ourmg to deﬁroy all rehgxon, &c

Thonfands think, if they go to their mcetmg-
houfe once in each’ week fit down when a few
ﬁng-—-ﬂand up when the miuifter fays his prayer;
fet, afleep or awake, while the parfoh reads, fland
€0 hear they « now blefled,” &c. and ‘atténd to
the common diverfions of the week—pay theiy
minifter’s tax, and make a profeﬁion of State reli-
glon, all will be well. '

% 5. InequariTy, is another part of this com-
zound called ReLicion. One article of their

ill of rights ‘declares, that all men are born free
and equal ; this is true, and this is the nature of
true religion. The fecond article declares all men
equal and free refpe&ing religion, and had it not
been for this flate religion, the laws of the ftate
would have been in harmony with the fecond ar-
txcle of the bill of rights.

" As it is a right whlch all men have to worfhip
God according to the diates of their own’ con-
fciences ; what bufinefs has any body of men on
earth ic enforce that nght, or make laws to bind
men to their rights ? do not men love their
rights well ennugh to hold them without a law
to oblige them to do it ! Is there any need of a
law to make men ufe or enjoy their property ?
{urely no. All needful is, that others fhould not
deprive them of that which they do not wifh to

be depnved of. This religion is exa&ly contrary

to TQUALITY.

A
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- 6. Another part of this State compound is, Oz~
prESs1oN.—The whole hiftory of this State Relis
giony is an hiftory 6f one party, opprefling anoth.
- ery and it is not podible, that any thing called re-

Adigion can be eftablifhed by law without oppreflion.
This has been the cafe in Maflachufetts ever fincé
one denomination undertook by law, to rule oth.
ers in matters .of religion. How were the bap.
tilts fined, imprifoned, fhut eut of their meeting-

.. houfe, tied at the publick poft and whipped, fof

preaching contrary to law, and even banifhed,
barely becaufethey would not acknowiedge that
to be right, which by fad expesience they ‘knew
was oppreffion. | | |
How were the poor Quakers opprefled by this
ftate religion. They were fined, imprifoned, ban-
ithed, and hung ; thou.' they were induftrious
peaceable citizens. O how many peaceable men,
and good citizens, have been devouied by this
hateful monfter ; which the clergy are paying all
attention too, leff it die! 1!} o
7. Another part of this monfter ealled religion
is, BonpaGce.—Any thing called religion, which
tends 7o bondage,is contrary to true religion, which
inltead of bringing free people into bondage, gives
liberty to thofe thatate bound. ‘This fate religion
gendereth to bondage ; it entails bondage to pof-
terity, and but few of the children of thefe ¢ap-
tives, dare go one ltep beyond the bounds fet by
their fathers, | |
I will fhew you in afew particulars, wherein this
Bondage called religion, confils.
1. It binds all the people of a parith to mcet
inone place, whether it is any advantage tothem
ornot. There are many people who yeally think
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it wrong to meet any where excepting in the parifh
houfe ; and atany time excepting when the minif-
ter fays they muft meer. -~  ° =
How would thefe people feel if they were oblig-
ed always to go to one f?o;e to buy, whether the
‘articles were good or bad;and whether the man
who attended was an honeft man or a rogue,
‘They would call it bondage indeed ; but, in mat-
ters of much ‘more importance than thefe things,
they are bound to attend in one place, let what
will be read to them, and let the minifter’s charac.
ger beeverfo bad.” R
2.” This ftate religion binds the people to certain
things, and forbids an examination of their being
right or wrong. The catechifm, (which isa body
of ftate religion divinity ) muft be crowded into the
meinories of children by their parents in early life,
and enforced by the awful prefence of a prigf?, once
in lo long a time, in what they call the houfe of
God. Thisis training them up in boridage, that
when they are old they cannot depart” from it ;—
like Peter, they find another has bound them, and
many are led where otherwife they would not.
Next to this fhakle, they muft own their daptifmal
covenant ; a yoke of bondage their parents put on
them hefore t! ey were capable of attion ; and this
yoke their parents think beft for them to bear in
their youth. After this they own the covenant,
and become a member ' of the minifters church,
which deprives them of all the mental liberty they
ever had ; they muft never learn any more ; but
mult dwell in this Bastive the remainder of their
days with the officer, (the prieft) who keeps them.
Befides this, they muft be bound by law to a prieft
for life, they, Tueir children, their land, and all
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they have, unlefs they move to another town where
there is the fame bondage. The prieff they are
bound to maintain fo long as the breath of life is
in him, whether he is ufeful or not; the pricff is
bound to them, and they to him, for life ; he can
go when he is determined on it; but the people-
cannot get rid of him, unlefs they give a large
fum of money to him, to give up his good bargain,
which he holds againt thetn for life. | ‘

3« This istiat the whole of the Bondage belong-
ing to thisungodly mixture. Every town, parith,
precind, diltri&, body politic,and religious fociety,
is bound by State law to have a public proteftant
teacher of piety, religion and morality ; three
mo: ths in every {ix, or pay a fine, of not lefs than
thirty dollars nor more than fixty for the firft neg-
let, and for each and every like offence after the
firlt, a fine not lefs than fixty dollars, nor more
than one hundred dollars, with coft of profecution,
which money fhall be difpofed of for the public
worfhip of God. Thisa& isfo unjult and contra-
ry to the rights and liberty mentioned in the
confitution of Maflachufetts, that I think prop-
er hereto mention it and make a few remarks
vpon it

It was paffed March 4, 1800, and is found in
Vol. 3, page 105, ‘¢ Be it further enaced, that every
corporate town, parifh, preci, diftri& and other
body politic or religious focisty aforefaid, is here-
by required to be conftantly fupplied with a pub-
lic proteftant teacher of piety, religion and mo-

rality ; and in defaults »f Luing for provided and
- fupplied, for the term of three months in any f{ix
months, fuch town, parifh, precin&, diftri®t, and
other body politic, or religious fociety, which
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fhall in the judgment of the court of general fefs
fions of the peace for the fame country be adjudg-
ed of fufficient ability to be {o provided, thali pay
a fine, for a firlt offence, of a fum not exceeding
Jixty dollars, nor lefs than thirty'; and for each and
every like offence after the firft, a fine not exceed.
ing one bundred: dellars, nor lefs than fixty dollars ;
together with colt of profecution ; fuch fine to be
recovered by inditment in the court of general
feflions of the peace in the country where fuch
delinquency may happen, and levied on the inhab-
itants compofling fuch town, parilh, precind,
diftri&, and other body politic, or religious focie-
ty, fo delinquent, in the fame manner as other fines
are levied on the inhabitants of towns. And every
fuch fine fhall be difpofed of, by order of faid
court, to the fupport of the public worfhip of Gud
in fuch religious fociety in the fame county, as,
in the opinion of faid court fhall.tand moft in need
thereof.” )

~ This law in the firft place, contradits all that
is faid concerning the rights and liberty of the
people, and pofitively declares without referve,
that all towns, parifhes, &c. fhall be conftantly
fupplied with publick proteffant teachers of piety,
religivn and morality, and does not allow them to
be without it any three mortis, out of fix.

What an unreafonable liw is this ! What if the
people cannot find fuch teachers as thefe? Muft
they pay a fine of Go dollais? Firft the law fays
they muft have public proteftant teachers of piety,
religion and morality. Where fhall they be
found ! Not among the clergy ; they have not
entered any proteft againft the church of Rome ;
the clergy have fubmitted, and not protefted ;
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nd according ‘to' the above a&, all the clergy
ought to be difmiffed. -~~~ 77
After this act was paffed, to be confiftent, it
fhould have faid, % Alnd be it further enaBed,” that
if the Supremie Being does not fend as many pubs
lic proteflant teachers as there are towns, parifhes,
precin@s, diftri@ts,"bodies politic, and religious
focieties, that the commonwealth thall mdke up
the lack. e
This law gives no liberty to the people at all ;
not éven to judge of their abiiities to employ an
“hireling., - The court mult judge of that, if they
do not have a public tegcher three months out of
fix. The law fays, they fhall pay a fine from 30
to 100 dollars, for fuch negle&t. The law fhould
not {top here y it fhould %ave' faid, « and be it
Sfurtber énalled,’ that every fuch teacher fhall
preach faichfully, and conftantly three months
out of fix, or forfeit his falary and pay # fine not
exceeding one hundred dollars, nor lefs that fix-
ty.”” . And be 1t further énacled,”’ that every
wicked, fwearing, lying, drunken petfon, with all
the fearful, unbelieving, abominable, whoremorgers,
and all Aypocrites, whether priefts, or others, %h"all
repent of all fuch fins and tirn from them, and
live foberly, righteoufly, and Godly, in every
three months our of fix, after this law is publifh.
ed’; and for the firft negle@, they thall forteit all
their eflates, for the fecond negle@, they fhall fuf-
fer ix months imprifonment ; and for the third
offence, they fhall be hang by the commgn hang-
man as 4 warning to others.” -
‘The faét concerning this law as far as I can
judge is this ; in this State, were a number of

young men who had been fent to college to be.
D

’
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" made up idto minifters ; whea, they came out,
they were {uch ufelefs creatures, that the towns:
would not employ them ; on this ageount I con-
clude it was that this law was made. Like this ;
a number of merchantshave a:ciirgo of bad Rum ;

“which coft them fifty cents per. gallon ; it is all
their property, and will not fell ; the confequence
of this is, they muft' be reduced at once to pover-
ty, and cothe upon their friends for a hving ;
their friends to-help them, agd fave their own
moaney, being influential in the eourt, cartyina

tition, that every town, parifl, precind, diftrict,

ody politic, and religious fociety, fhall purchafe
fo-much of the bad riim as fhall include the whole
cirgoﬁz” equally divided among the.people of
the comMmonweaith ; or pay a fine not exceeding
one hundred cents, nor lefs than fixty cents; to
be given to theto men who are the owners of the
rum. .

Should fuch a Taw as this be ena&ed, the wick-
edneis of it would be founded not only through
the State but through the world; but when &
law of the fame nature is paffed, refpc@ing .men
who find no employ, unlefs the people are drove
to it.; the law goes down with the majority, who

" think it an excellent thing to have juch a good

governmeant which drives them to make a debt
and payit. What would be the confequence of &
law made for .people to employ lawyers, phyfi-
cians, mechanics, &c. three mouths out of every
fix, or pay a fine, not exceeding one hurdred dol-
dars, nor lefs chan thirty 2 Thene would foun be rebel-
lion in the State. There would be the fame injuftice,
and bond;ge in it that there is in this law to hire
priefie.  The fa& is, other men find employment,
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! asthey are uléful ; and were the clergy a nfeful

et of meo, there would be no need of alaw to
.oblige people to buy them, as they would Rink-

ing Rum. . |
This is a fhort defcription of the bondage par-~
ticular to State religion. -t

- 8. Anothet part of this State religion is, Pripe.
This is abundantly evident to all who lock at the
conduét of thofe whe are the leaders.in this ftate

~ religion. Many who are'members of thefe fate

. churcher, 1ook down with difdain.on thofe who-

t~ know and love better things than flate religion
contains. ‘The minifters of this religion are in
eneral, with their ‘families, paterns of pride to
ewhole parifh, this cannot bedenied. They
“have every advantage to be fo. The people are
by them kept in gnorance, opprejfion and bondage 3
on thefe things the clergy fet eafy, while the peo-

. ple groan under them. The pride of the clergy
" leads them to thigk themielves above all except-
~ ing a few of the firft people in the town. The
prieft through pride, thinks he myft have the beft
“houfe in the parifh, the finef place in the temple,
adorped, with filk hangings, cufhings, taflels,
eagles, or fome other ravenous bird. 1In his drefs

he muft excel all in fopery ; there is not fuch a
company of fops in drefs in ‘Boftcz, as the fate

- religion clergy ; fee them in their Jfanélums, with
their furplicesy bands, powdered heads or awigs 3 and
their aions, which are in pniform with their
drefs. All this is encouraged by law, and popr
people labour night and day to fupport them in it.

9. Another part of this [tate mon‘t st is, ¢ GaIn

70 A FEW, lofs to many, mifery and deltruion, —
J'his is at the bottom of all theis things:  Accor-
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ding fo the condu of the flate clergy 3 their gain
s the principle objed, in all they d= ; ihough they
pretend a love io the people ; 5 yet wuen the fala.
ry ftops, the fine gentleman is gone, without any
regard to the flock he before pretendcd to love.
‘Thefe are the men who bite with the ‘teeth, and
cry peace, and he that putteth not into their
smouths, they prepare war againt him.. .

T do nat thmk this rellglon is conﬁned to Maf ‘
“fachofetts.  1n Couneicut, it may be feen in a
full length portrait 5 in Newhampﬂ'\xre, it is in
“niniature ; in Vermont it lies with its face uncov-
ercd in a coﬁ’xm with a few drefled in black, weep-
ipg over its dead remains; like Charlotte at the
Zomb of Werter. It has entered Rhoderfland by 2
permit only.

This defcription of flate religion and govern.
ment muft fuffice at prefent. We proceed
. 2d. To mention the duty we owe to the gov-
ernment. ¢ Render therefore to Cefar the things
that are Cafar’s.” Allowing that flate religion
is of God, this text ovght to read thus : * Render
unte Cafar the thi ngs that are Goa’s, and unto
God the things that are Cefars’s.” For inftead
of obeying God in matters of religion, if the ftate
has a right to make religious laws, then our duty
is to obey the flate law, and not the law which
God has given. Some will have it that the Mag-
iflrate is appointed to make laws to enforce the
law of God. What weaknefs; A great king
makes a law, and a little king another to enforce
it! Where God commands, if we do not obey,
H. will punifh, and not men.

There are feveral things inciuded in our dusy
to the government under whxch we live,

)
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| . The firft is to honor and obey thofe in authory
1ty, who are jult men ruling in the fear of Godm

- men who love and recommend a republican gov-

ernment. Such are the Magiftrates at this day,
from the Prefident of the United State¢, down ta.
almoft every Chief Magiftrate through this coun-
try. There are but two Governors but are re-
pubhcme-r-fuch are friends to the Conflitution
and union of the States Paul tells us our duty
where fuch men are in authority. Rom. xiii.
1, 2, 3—* Let every foul be fubje& to the higher
powers. For rulers are mot a terror to good
works, but to the evil. Be afraid, for he beareth

not the {fword in vain.”’

2. Itis our duty to obey Magiftrates, in every
thing vhat is not in oppofition to * rendering to
God the things that arg God's.” Titus iii. 1—
“ Put them in mind to be fubjec to principalities
and powers, to obey magiltrates, to be ready to
every good work’

. It is our duty to pay tribute, or give part

,w;th the re% to fupport government, as we are

{harers in the privileges of 1 good goverdment.
“ Render thercfore to all their dues ; tribute to
whom tribute is due, cultom to whom cuftom.
For for this caufe pay ye tribute alfo; for they
are God’s mmnifters, attending contmually upon
this very thing.””

. It is our duty to fpeak well, and not evil of
the rulers, and fo encourage othe:+ to obey ; and
with fpeaking well, we are to lead quiet and
peaceable lives, in all godlinefs and honefty. Our
duty to magiftrates, is confined to civil matters,
not to religious. This is a matter between God
and each individual which the magiftrat’is not

b3




%o concern with. How beautiful would the gov-
ernment of this State appear, if every law was in
“harmony with the fecond article of the Bill of
- Rights ! if each man a&ed his mind in religious
. affairs, as he does- when he carries his vote for
Governor, Senator, Reprefentative, &c. How
well it would be for the Stite, if minilters were
.chofen by the people from year to year, as mag-
Aftrates are, inftead of being crowded on them
for life by a fmall majority, and entailed on one
half of a generation who had no hand in fettling
them! What figure would this $tate make
among the nations, if they were to zle&® a Gov-
ernor far life, and when they wifhed to be-clear,
give him feveral hundred dollars to give up his
feat! We fhould be confidered a race of idiots,
Mow much nearer wife men are thofe, who will
hind themlelves, their children, and eftates to fup-
port a prieft for life, barely becaufe they are
pleafed with him when he is firft fettled among
them ? I pray God the day may come, when
this sygannical pradtice, belonging to the o/d Brit-
ifb hierarchy may come to an end, and that men
may be as free in things religious, as in things
political. Thefe things are a part of ‘Gesrge’s
overninent left in this country when he withdrew
ﬁis troous from our fhores, and qrdered them to
the other fide of the Atlantic. This Hierarchy
- 18 left 1o be overcome by little and little, and will
finally be diffolved, and ¢ leave nota wreck be-
Rind.” ,
IL. We now proceed to fpeak of our duty to G-d,
in conneclion with bur duty to the government under
-wwhich ape [ive.




| ( 43 )

. T confider that all required of us by our Creas
tm is included in the word Revigion. Thereis,
erha s, at this day, no one word more ufed by
a‘l claﬁ'es of pe0ple, than this word.  Some fay,
Religion is an lmpoﬁuon on the people. Some
{ay, Religion is comipg to nothing.  Some fay,
" Religion is any thing people wifh to make it.
Some fay, all forts of Religion are true, Some
fay, ali forts of Relzg;an are falfe. Some fay, all
forts of Relipion ave vleful. Some fay, Religion
will ftand and [ :vail through all the earth, be-
ing wot only mdepﬂndem of government, but
above all earthly jower whatever. In a certain
fenfe all this is true. There is one kind of relig-
jon which dsan impofition ; that kind is what the
whig party pleafe to make it.  All the diffarent .
ﬂmpes it has appeared in are equally hurtfol, and
hat kind of Religion will come to nothing, for it
is vain religion, which people of unbridled
tongues befriend. True religion will fkand for-
ever, and fpread through the world. T4ir Re-
tigion is deferibed in the following words. James
% 27— Pare religion, and undefiled tefore God
and the Father is this ; to vifit the fatherlefs and
widows in their affli¢tion, and to keep himfelf un.
dpotied from the world.” Though the word Re.
ligion is trequently uvfed, it is but little under-
ftcod by many. This word is taken from thre
Latin religio, and is derived, according to Servius,
and moft modern grammarians, from the word
veligare, ¢ to bind falt.” According te this mea-
nint of the word, it denotes that oblxgatlou
whizi. we feel on our minds, from the relation in
wiich we ftand to fome fuperior power. What.

ever God requires men to believe and pradife, i
N o
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#ligion, or fomething binding, which we oughc
to obey. To know what God requires of us, or
whait is binding on men, is to know what God has
- {poken to us by his Son—Him we are to hear in
all things. ' Magiftrates have nothing to do, as to
directing us how we muft worfhip, any more than
they bave to diret us how and when to eat,
'.drmk or ﬂeqp s or how men fhall cultivate theit
" farms, or do'any other kind of bufinefs. There
are but two grounds of a&ion-.--force and choice.
Koree is not the true ground of adtion. This has
been tried and proved for hundreds of years paft.
¢ Human _power over rellgmn and confcience, is
mlqultous in every form. Ifit is exercifed by a
- State, it is ¢ivil -tyranny ; if by a Council or a Sy-
nod, by one Ecclefiaftic’ or more, it is ecclefiaflical
tyranny ; if by a parent or mafter, a guardian or
3 tator, it is domeflic tyranny.---the fame thing i
different hands. Jefus foretold, that fuch an un-
ratural dominion would be exercifed under the
facred name of the £rvice of God 3 and time hath
fully verified the prediction. The long reign of
the Church of Rome, gave this exercife of power
~ a full opportinity te difplay itfelf in every light,
and in all its poflible effe&s. And negligent to
a degree mult that perfon have been, who, at
~ this age of the world, and with the hiftory of fo
many centuries before his eyes, is not-able to de-
tetmine what dominion over confcience can, and
what it cannot do. It can mafk, dwzde, degrada,
and deftroy the human fpecies ; but it cannot fup-
port true religion, and it utterly deltroys the cred-
it of it. Three great errors conftitute the core of
this excrefcence 3 three errogs introduced into the
Jealthfyl chriflian body by the intemperance of &
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few in remote parts of the globe, and matured in
times of thick uvwuiverfal darknefs. ‘The fgrf is,
that the care of fouls doth not lie in fouls them-
felves, but in extrinfic hands to whom Almighty
God hath committed the £ruft ; as if there were
any principle {cronger than {elf-love, asif any
foreign truflees would take more care of the foul,
than the {foul would of itelf. The fecond is,- a
{fomething decs and myfierious in religion, inaccei-
fible to the eye, and inevident to the underftand-
“ing of ordinary men, and yet fo effential to their
- participation of the benefits of religion, that they
caunot be faved without Believing it.» This ex-
hibits a revelation unrevealed, andit prepares the
znind to grovel in credulity. The third is, the af-
fixing of guilt to errors of the mind. The fgrf?
finks the bulk below marnbwed, and raifes the feup
above it, The fcond opprefles the degraded
bulk with intolerable burdens, and elevates the
relt into the condition of privy counfellors of hea.
ven in private, and reprefentatives of prophets,
apoftlcs, and princes, aud even the king of kings
himfelf in public. The third {trips the flaves of
the reputation of real virtue, and afcribes to them
imaginary crimes, which attributes become rea-
fons for their lords to infli& punifhments od them.
- All dominion over confcience, includes fome de-
gree of thefe errors ; different ages and differ-
ent churches exercifing fuch power, are to be pla-
ced in different ftages of the corruption ; and
the Spanifth Juquifition is nothing but the confum.
mation and perfe@ ripenels of the fyftem.”

When men tndertake to make others religious
by force, they by this fay, that God who com-

wands, employs them to enforce what he re-
D4
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quires. Thisis tyranny. In this country, the great
body of the people are convinced, that fuch power
is wrong ; and that as re/igion is a matter between
God and individuals, the govérnment has nothing
to do with it. This is molt beautifully exprefled
in* An a& for efltablifhing rRELIGIOUS FREEDOM,
pafled in the Affembly of Virginia, in the begin-
ning of the year 1786,” which is to this amount :

t. That as God the governor of the Univerfe,
has left the mind free, and chofe not to {pread
truth by force, \when it was in his power to do it ;
of courfe every attempt to enforce any thing upon
‘men, under thg game of Religion, is tyranny, and
a departure frtg the rule which God has given
men to act by. |

2. That force has eftablifhed falfe religions all -
over the world down to this day.

3. That our civil rights have no dependence
on our religious opintons. 4

4. ‘That it is time enough for the rightful pur-
poles of civil government, for its cfficers to inter-
fere when principles break out into overt adts,
againft peace and good order ; and finally that
truth is great and will prevail, if left to herfelf ;
that fhe is the proper and {ufficient antagenift to
error, and has nothing to fear from the confli&,
unlefs by human interpofition difarmed of her na-
tural weapons, free argument and debate ; errors
ceafing to be dangerous when truth is permitted
freely to contradict them.

Thefe things are worthy of being preferved in
letters of Gold before every man’s eyes.

The New Teftament contains all that is binding
on men; aii contrary to this is wrong Thisis
generally acknowledged, though but few make it
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- #heir orly rule. It is but a few years fince the
<ommon people were allowed te have this rule.
The clergy thought it would give the people too
much liberty, and when John Wickliff wrote his
tranflation of the 8criptures,” Hepry Kuighton, a-
canon of Jselcefter, thus fpake againfthim : « This
mafter Fohn Wickliff, tranflated out of Latin into
Englifh, the gofpel, which Chrift had entrufted
with the Clergy and Boddors of the Church, that
they might mnifter it to the /aity and aweaker fort,
according to the exigencies, of the times, and
their {everal occafions ; fo that by thefe gieans
the gofpel was made wulgar, and laid more open
to the /sity, and to eyery womasn that could read,
than it ufed to be to the moft learned of the cler-
&» and thofe of the beRt underftanding ; and fo
t¢he gofpel jewd, or cvangélical pearl, was thrown
about, and trodden under foot of /avine.”” The
tiiftorian from -whom this extra& is taken, adds
in 2 note on the above, ¢ It’is one of the myfrums
of the Romifh church, that the faithful, whom
they in contempt calldzity, or the ignorart, have
nothing to do to examine any do&rine in particu.
lar, from its caufes and greunds, and thereby to
fearch out what is true ortalfe ; but that this they
muft leave to the grgy, whom they ftyle the maf-
terr and docors of the church, whole praperty they
fay this is.” It was decreed in a {fynod held at .
Thouloufe, A. D. 1228, ¢ We forbid that a
Jayman be permitted to have the books of the Old
and New Teftaments ; unlefs perhaps fome cne
out of devotion defires to have the Pfalter or Bre.
viary for divine offices, and the hours of the blefl-
#d Virgin ; but even thefe they may not have
svanflated into the vulgar tongue.” |
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No invention has contribhuted more to diffufe
knowledge of every kind, than the art of printing.
When this firlt began, the Clrgy were ftruck with
confternation, and gnawed their tongues for paia
on account cf it. The illiterate monks declaimed
from the pulpits, warning the people againlt the:
New Teltament, as a book which is now in every
body’s hands, and was full of ‘thorns and briars ;
and the vicar of Croydon in Surry, is faid to have
exprefled himfelf to the following purpofe, in a
fermon which he preached at Paul’s Crofs, ¢ We
 wuf} root out Prmtmg, or Pristing will root out us’

As ihe New I‘eftament contains all needtul for
us to attend too, in things of religion, it is well to.
enquire after its contents. Deces it tell us of 2
Roman Catholic Bifbop, Epifccpalian Bifbop, or
Methodift Bifsop over all the reft, who muft give
up their judgment to him, and go where he di-
rets ? It does not. Does it tell us of the impor-
tance of the affociation of churches to make laws?
No. Daes it tell us of -the importamce of creeds,
platforms. difciplines, &c. ! No.  Does it tell us of
prefiding elders, circuit riders, local preachers,
clafs leaders, &c.? It does not, « Does it tell vs
that God s partl al, Chiift given for a few, the
{pirit limited in its operations, the gofpel confined
1o a few, and men condemned for impoflibilities ?
No. Does it teach men to love Chrift, and hate
each other, or to be united to Chrift, and divided
among themfelves ? No, it forbids thefe things.

. The New Tellament teaches us the fame
God which we {ve in creation ; a God with whom,
there is no refpe& of perfons ; who is good toall ;
whofe tender mercies are over all his works. A
God who makes the fun to fhine on the evil and
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.the good, and fends rain upon the jult and the
unjaft. The God ef the Gentiles as well as Jews.
The fame Lord awer all, who is rich unto all that
call upon him. . The New Teflament does not
contradi& the declarations of the heavens, which
declare his glory ;. but is in harinony with all thie
works of God.

2. The New Te[’cament tezches us the extent

of the Jove and grace of God to man ; 3-it tells us
that God, from love to the world, gave his only
begotten Son, that whofoever believeih in him,
fhould not perifh, but have everlafting life ; that
‘God is the tree light, which lighteth every man
that cometh into the world ; .that the grace of God
which bringeth falvation, hath appéared to all
men ; that in every nation he that feareth God
and worketh righteoufnefs'is accepted with him,;
that God is longfuffering, not willing that any
fhould perifh, but that al ﬁxq.uld come to repent-
ance.
3. The New Teftament.teaches us the fullne&
of Chrilt, and his readinefs to receive all whe.
come to God through him ; that heis exalted a
Prince and Saviour, to give repentance and re-
miflion of fis, and for God’s falvation to the
ends of the earth ; a light to lighten the Gen-
tiles, and the glory of the people lirael ; the Me-
diator between God and man, .who gave himfelf
a ranfom- for all, to be teftified in due time ; the
propitiation for our fins, and for the fins of the
whole World. It declares that Chrift invites all -
who /labour and are heavy laden, to cor ~ to him
for reft, and that he that cometh, he * il in no
~ wifecalt out.

A+ The New Teltament gives a glorious accoung
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of the extenfive operation of the fpirit of God up-
on the minds of men in general § io reproving the
world of fin, righteoufnefs, and judgment ; in re.
newing rhofe who turn at the reproofs of the
{pirit, c_:omfortLing thofe who believe, leading into
~all truth, fealing believers, fhewing them things
to come, giving an evidence of future glory, and
giving an evidence of a future refurreftion to im.
- mortality, by dwelling in them in this life.

" §. The New Teftament gives us an account of
the glorious nature of the gofpel of the grace of
God. "It is called good tidings; good news ;
<« good will towards men ;”’ mor are its bleflings
confined t6 any land, . nation, tongue, or people.
As it is fuitable for all, fo it is proclaimed to all.
Jefus Chrift commanded his difciples to go into
ALL the world, and preach the gofpel to every
¢reature, without any refpe@ of perfons whatever.
He told them they fhould be witneffes of him in
- Ferufalem, Fudea, Samaria, and to the uttermoft

arts of the earth ; and that repentance and re.
miflion of fins fhould be preached in all nations
beginning at Jerufalem ; and Paul declared that
the gofpel was preaclicd to every creature under
heaven, according to the words of Chrift; and
this gofpel fhail be preached in all the world for

a witnefs unto all nations. The New Teltament
declares the gofpel to'be everlafting.

6. The New Teftament declares a day of judp-
‘ment, and future life to all who obey the gofps,
or render to God the things which are God’s.—
‘The laft judgment is moRt folemnly defcribed, while
life and Jmmiortality are brought to light, and
promifed to all who bv patient continuance in
well doing feek for it |

. f Ld
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- #. The New Teflament fhews the ftate men are’
1, what is the caufle of their condewmnation, viz.

|- that lightis come into the world and men love

darkne(s rather than light ; becapfe their deeds
are eyil, and becayfe they have not believed on
the name of the only hegotton of the fon of God..
It alfo fhews what God requires of finners,. who
are condemned to die. ¢ ?\Yow he eommand. aﬁ',
men every where to repent ;" teflifying répentance
towards God and faith in the Lord Jefus, and
promifes pardon, peace, joy, fupport in  this life, -

- gnd life eternal hereafter o 3ll who endure unto
the end. ’ 'b ’ e
~ There is no daty we owe to God and . Chrift,
-but is plainly pointed out; there is no duty ta
ghofe in authority but is plaiply .defcribed there,
the parent is there taught his duty to his child ;
the child his duty to the parent; the hufbandis
taught his duty to his wife, and the wife to her
“her hufband ; the mafter is direed, and the fer-
vant ; the rich and the poor are both inftru&ted 'in
their duty. We are there told our dury to our
enemies, on all occafions. There we are tol1
what our duty is, or what s binding on all men
in all ftuations which they can poffibly bein. To
attend to this, is Religion not in theory, but in
' pra&ice. Wherever thefe things are preached, be.
lieved and obeyed, there we fec a part of the fam-
. #ly of heaven with the elder Brother at their head,
' leading them on to a glorious crown. Never
| was there a time within the memory of the old-
. eft man living when this Religion was proved ex.
- cellent above every thing, than whatitis at the
' prefent-day, in various parts of the world, and
- particularly in this country.
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¢ Ts there need of the laws men or the fword of
mg ifirates to enforce thefe thmgs ? No! they
-crowd upon the minds of men in all.nations, ina

greater or lefs degree. Thefe things are brought
near, and the difficulty with men is, that they put
thefe things from them, and thus judge themfelves
‘unworthy ef eternal life. ~ All called religion

- witich needs human authority to fupport it, is
) veaktr than the power whtcb fupparts it, and

Iﬂmﬂ'dofe this dxfcourfe, with a few .words
mn ‘the fubje@, and a fhort addrefs to this Jarge,
@e&able, and liftening aflembly.

“The frft part of this d:fcourfe, upon Monarch..
ies, pre{ents to our minds, a wafte howling wilder-
nefs, 2 land of dxought, ferpcnts, and bealts of .
%e , with dead men’s bones ‘fcattered all aroundk
‘What fcenes of diftrefs, have we witnefled ! What
incquality, difcord and confufion, with every evil
work ! While thoufands to this day wander there
we rejoice, that it is our lot:to tr wvel fafely mmugh
the whole unhurt, and find be yond it all,

fruitful field, a pleaf'mt garden, where we fet un-
derour own vine and fig tree, and no one ‘to
difturb or make us afraid. We now know the na-
ture and excellency of a Repubhcan government,
a government where each manis a free citizen
cequally interefted in the blefh ngﬂf a free govern.
ment, where none are deprived of theic right and
liberty, unlefs by tranfgreffion they deprive them-
felves. Here the found of his facred majefly i3 not
heard——the name of 4is holinefs. is not reipedted
with reverence. The title of lord arch bifhops, does
not ca.fe the ignorant to tremble while they are
ip the prefence of his gracg. The conRitution
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does not require évery officer to_be of the eRabe
lithed church, to partake of the facrament, or sot
be in office,neither are men imprifoned for not
believing the Trmnty, or becaufe they think and
- 2@ for themfelves in matters of religion, Hap-
py is that people that is in fuch'a cafe,” ..
~ While we are freed from the cemmandments
‘and do&rines of men, and are fecured from oprefs
fion on that account, we rejoice to hawe the & é
TeRtament of our A..ord and Sa'ﬂq.sr jﬁfus, m oat
own language, and that by it we.are taug aiour
. duty to God and man. Let us confider this as
one of the rich bleflings of heaven to man, and let
us take heed thereunto as to a light which fhines
© in a dark place, and which will continue to ﬂxme, |
znul the day dawns and the day far atifes in our
eart. '
While I look over this aﬂ%mbly, a variety of
things crowd into my mind, and my eyes affect
my heart. Would you my brethren, this day
kiuow whether our Repubhcan Government is fu- -
petior to that where the will of a fingle man is a
law to the whole ; contraft our fituation at this
moment with that of :he people in Europe, where
kings and emperors mle, and what will be the dife
ference?  There, the people groan, being burdened.
'There, the fairelt young :nen are drawn by force
to ferve in fhips of the line, to fall in the field of
battle ; to be ftripped and buried with the flain.
There, the widows are increafed. There, the
Leiplefs orphans weep, and no one-appears to wipe
tha falling gear . no kind father appears to afford
them relief in tl :ir diltrefs. How great is the dif-
trefs of nations there, while they hear the confufed
noife of the warrior, and garments rolled in blood.




ot fo in-Atierica. Here we enjoy pedce and
“Plenty. ; our fons are as plants grown up in their
youth ; atd @ut daughters are as corner flonss

polithed affef’ the fimilitade of a palace. .
" 'This day- while Ifpeak to you, miiltitadés
~offreemen are upon the heights of Bankerhill, en-
Mying that, which, perhaps fome of you, of'vhat .
‘fame hill," fought for ; where many brave men
tere ‘left ead upon the fpot while fighting far
their libetty, for their wivesand childten, and that
‘we majght enjoy the privileges which héaven has
‘Made us pattakers of as a nation. What a day of
joy is this to all Republicans throughout the Uni-
ted States of America! My aged fathers, with-
out any doubt you remember the diftréfling day
when fo many fell in differertt places in defence of
their country ! :Without doubt many of you were
‘eye witneffes of thofe things. - How large is your
reward-this day T Rejoice in the Giver of all thefe
bleflinigs ! O may your 14® days be your belt ! Ye
that are in the’ morning of life, confider the privi-
leges which are come to you, floating on the blood
of thofe friends of ‘liberty, who gave up their lives
to obtain that which coffies freely to you, Love
your country—love the government. Aboveall,
obey the Gofpel—render to God the things that are
God’s ; believe on ' Him whom he hath fent.  So
~ you will be ufeful in life, happy in death. In this
way we may hope for glory, hosar, immortality
and cternal life, under the government of Him,
who has the government on his fhoulder. To
‘Him we owe vurfelves—to Him. be glory and
honor, from angels and men, world withaat edd.
| ’ AMEN.




