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At a meeting of the ConNecricu? Socterr of CINcINNATL o1t
the Ath day of July, A, D, 1804.

VOTED, That Colonel Benyamin Tanrmapce, and

Mr. NATuAN BEERS, be appointed a Committee to-present
the thanks of this Society to Colonel DAVIL HUM-
PHREYS und JUNIUS SMITL], Esquire, for their Ora-
tions delivered this day, and to request copics of them
respectively for publication.
A true cofiy of Record,
JOHN MIX, SEcRETARY.
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AN ORATION,

SENTLEMEN OF THE CINCINN.TI,

AND MY FELLOW-CITIZENS,

IF is an cftablilhed maxim in political fci-
ence, that nations derive no inftrution, in the art
of government, from the cxperience of others.

Passion, controling the judgment, leads one na-
tion to imitate the excefles of another, and betrays
both to inevitable ruin.  With regard to the Unit-
ed States this maxim 1s peculiarly juft, Iisjoined
from the corrupt courts of Europe, and elevated to
the rank of an independent nation, we have been
warned to arm ourfelves againit thofe fanguinary
principles, whica in Lurope have burlt through the
reftraints of rciigion ; the ties of natural affection ;
and in their progrefs have fwept away liberty and
law. But fo far from learning wifdom by the ex-
perience of Jluropean governments, we feem, asa
nation, to be vchemently purluing the fame way-
ward courfc.

PrLacep in this fituation 5 guided by unftable
theorifts ; and «xpoled to all the evils of revolutions-
ary principles, it is the duty of thofe who cnjoy the
means of informaion; it is cfpecially the duty of
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the honorable Cincinnati, profefledly the guardiana
of the rifing generation ; the defenders of truth, and
the patrons of virtue ; attentively to watch, from
their lofty eminence, the figns of the times, and fea-
fonably found the trump o%glarm.

NoTwiTH3TANBING the unconcern with which
we are prone to regard the experience of other na-
tions, I flatter myfelt that we fhall not be found alto-
gether blind, to that of our own. Experience is the
teft of political fyftems. A fingle tronfaltion ac-
companted with its immediate and more remote con-
fequences, exhibits the excellence or futility of any
Iyltem of government, more effeCtually than the
profoundeft arguments of the logician, or the moit
dazzling effufions of imagination. But when we
take into view a feries of political tranfaétions, grow-
ing out of the [ame fyftern, and examine the ulti-
mate tendency of the whole, it will require no un.
common exertion of intelle&t, to form an opinion,
upon the merits of that fyltem, which can Icarcely
be erroneous.

As the decifion of this point, in relation to the
general government, is of momentous concern to
the interefts of Connellicut, a brief examination of
the new {yftem and its infeparable effects, may pof-
fibly throw light upon a fubjctt, which has given rife
to various opinions.

THE firlt principle of the new fyftem, rmanifefted
in the eleCtion of rulers, and running through its
numerous, muitiform branches, 1s {o repugnant to
our ideas of right and wrong, that the mind of an
honelt man ftartles at the thought of its being adopt-
ed in praltice, and fanctioned by the voice of a
chriftian people.

THAT errors, of one fpecies or another, thould
creep into government, and that others, which have

no real exiftence, fhould be imagined, is confiftent
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